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THE 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES 

(OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE FOURTH 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.) 


VOLUME 1—1931. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSExMBLY. 

Wednesday^ 14th January, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House in 
New Delhi at Kleven of the Clock, bein^; the first day of the meeting of 
the Fourth Legislative Assembly, pursuant to S. OBD (2) of the Government 
of India Act. 


MESSAGE FEOM H. E. THE VICEROY. 

Secretary ol the Assembly: The following I^fessage has been received 
from His Excellency the Viceroy : 

('Phe Assembly received the Message standing.) 

“/w put’Auanrp of the provisions of siih ruU (^) of rule, 3 of tht Indian Legislative 
Itules, /, Edward Frederick Lindle.y, Enron Irwin, hereby appoint Mr. Bamasamy 
CheMy Kandasamy Shanmukham Chetty to be Chairman of the Legislative Asitmhly 
with effect from the nwrning of Wednesday, the Hth January, 1931. 

(Signed) IBWIN, 

I'iceroy and Oovernor General.'* 


Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty (Salem and C^oimbatore cum North 
Arcot : Non-Miihammndan Rural) then took the Chair. 

Mr. Chairman: In order that this, the first meeting of the Fourth 
Legislative Assembly, may be fully constituted, Members will now take 
the oatli or make the afiirmatiou of allegiance to the Crown in the manner 
prescribed in the order in wliich their names are read out by the Secretary. 

Mr. (^bairman first himself made the afiirmatiou of allegiance. 

( I > A 



MEMBERS SWORN : 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E. (Member for 
Commerce and Railways); The Honourable Sir James Crerar, K.C.S.L, 
C.I.E. (Home Member); The Honourable Sir George Ernest Schuster, 
K.C.M.G., G.B.E., M.C. (Finance Member); The Honourable Khan Baha- 
dur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K.C.I.E., Kt. (Member for Education, Health 
and Lands); Mr. B. Sitaramaraju, M.L.A. (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam: 
Non-Muhamrnadan Rural); Mr. M. N. Rao, M.L.A. (East Godavari and 
West Godavari ciwi Kistna : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Dewan Bahadur T. 
Rangachariar, C.I.E. , M.L.A. (South Arcot cum Chingleput: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural); Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar, M.L.A. (Tanjore cum 
Trichinopoly : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Mr. Bhaskara Rajaram Pandian, 
M.L.A. (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevolly : Non-Muhammadan Rural); 
Mr. Kuthiravattath Prabhakaran Thampan, M.L.A. (West Coast and 
Nilgiris:. Non/-Muhammadan Rural); Mir. Mahomed Muazzam Sahib 
Bahadur, M.L.A. (North Madras: Muhammadan); Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza 
Sahib Bahadur, M.L.A. (South Madras: Muhammadan); Mir. William 
Alexander, M.L.A. (Madras: European); Raja Sir Vasudeva Rajah, Kt., 
C.I.E., M.L.A. (Madras: Landholders); Mr. S'ahibsing Chandasing 
Shahani, M.L.A. (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural); Mr. Nassarwanji 
Navrojji Anklesaria, M.L.A. (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural); Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., M.L.A. 

(Bombay Southern Division: Muhammadan Rural); Seth Haji Abdoola 
Haroon, M.L.A. (Sind: Muhammadan Rural); Nawab Naharsingji Ishwar- 
singji, M.L.A. (Bombay Northern Division: Muhammadan Rural); Mr. 
Edward Francis Sykes, M.L.A. (Bombay: European); Sardar Gangadhar- 
rao Narayaiirao Mujumdar, M.L.A. (Gujrat and Deccan Sardars and 
Inamdars: Landholders); Mr. Gharu Chandra Biswas, M.L.A. (Calcutta: 
Non-Muhammadan Urban); IVlr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria, M.L.A. 
(Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan Urban); Mr. Amarnath Dutt, 
M.L.A. (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Pandit Satyendra 
Nath Sen, M.L.A. (Presidency Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural); 
Sir Abdur Rahim, K.C.S.I., Kt., M.L.A. (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muham- 
madan Urban); Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, M.L.A. (Chittagong and 
Rajshahi Divisions: Non-Muliammadan Rural); Dr. Abdullah al-Ma*mun 
Suhrawardy, M.L.A. (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions : Muhammadan 
Rural); Haji Ghaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan, M.L.A. (Bakarganj 
cum Faridpur : Muhammadan Rural); Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim, 
M.L.A. (Chittagong Division: Muhammadan Rural); Mr. Kabecr-iid-din 
Ahmed, M.L.A. (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) ; Mr. William. 
Arthur Moc^re, M.B.E., M.L.A. (Bengal: European); Mr. Eric Studd, 
M.L.A. (Bengal: European); Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E., M.L.A. 
(Bengal: European): Mr. DInrendra Kanta Lahiri Ghaudhury, M.L.A. 
(Bengal: Landholders); Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, M.L.A. (Bengal National 
Ch amber of Commerce: Indian Commerce); Lala Rameshwar Prasad 
Bagla, M.L^. (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; 
Kunwar Raghubir Singh, M.L.A. (Agra Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural); Mr. A. Hoon, M.L.A. (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non- 
Muihammadnn Rural); Mr. Ayodhya Das, M.L.A. (Benares and Gorakhpur 
Divisions: Nqn-Muhammadan Rural); Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, 
M.L.A. (Cities of the United Provinces: Muhammadan Urban) ; Kunwar 
Hajce Ismail Ali Khan, M.L.A. (Meerut Division: Muhammadan Rural); 
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MEMBERS SWORN. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan, M.L.A. (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Bural); Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, M.L.A. (Hohilkund and Kumaon 
Divisions: Muhammadan Rural) ; Chaudhri Isra, M.L.A. (Meerut Division: 
Non-Muhamimadan Rural); Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, C.I.E., M.L.A. (United 
Provinces Southern Divisions: Muhammadan Rural); Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali, M.L.A. (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : Muhammadan 
Rural); Mr. John Ramsay Scott, M.L.A. (United Provinces: European); 
Lala Hari Raj Swamp, M.L.A. (United Provinces: Landholders); Rai 
Sahib Pandit Hari Das, M.L.A. (Ambala Division: Non-Muhammadan); 
Mr. Bhagat Ram Puri, M.L.A. (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan, M.L.A. (East Punjab : 
Muhammadan); Shaikh Sadiq Hasan, M.L.A. (East Central Punjab: 
Muhammadan); Mr. Narayan Ramji Gunjal, M.L.A. (Bombay Central 
Division: Non-Muhamrnadan Rural); Mr. Uppi Sahib Bahadur, M.L.A. 
(West Coast and Nilgiris : Muhammadan); Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz;' 
C.I.E., M.L.A. (West Central Punjab: Muhammadan); Nawab Major 
Malik Talib Mehdi Khan, O.B.E., M.L.A. (North Punjab: Muhamma- 
dan): Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha, M.L.A. (North West Punjab: Muham- 
madan); Sirdar Harhans Singh Brar. M.L.A. (East Punjab: Sikh); Sardar 
Sant Singh, M.L.A. (West Punjab: Sikh); Sirdar Sohan Sinigh, M.L.A. 
(Punjab: Landholders); Pandit Ram Krishna Jha, M.L.A. 

(Darhlianga cum Saraii : Non-Muhatfnniadan) ; Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh, 
M.L.A. (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non-Muhammadan): Mr. B. N. 
Misra, M.L.A. (Orissa Division: Non-Muhaininadan) ; Mr. B. Das, 
M.L.A. (Orissa Division: Non-Muhaminadan) ; Mr. Ihidri Tial Rastogi, 
M.L.A. (Patna cum Shahabad : Non-Muhammadan); Rai Bahadur Sukhraj 
Rai, M.fj.A. (Bhagalpur, Purnca and the Santhal Parganas : Non-Muham- 
madan); Thakur Mahciidra Nath Shah Deo, M.L.A. (Chota Nagpur Divi- 
sion: Non-Muhammadan); Mr. M. Mnswood, M.L.A. (Patna and Chota 
Nagpur cion Orissa: IMuluimniadan) : Maulvi Muhammad Shafec Daoodi, 
M.L.A. (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan); Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer, M.L.A. 
(Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Mr. 
Bhuput Sing, M.L.A. (Jliliar and Orissa: Landholders); Rao Bahadur 
S. R. Pandit, M.L.A. (Nagpur Division: Non-MuhaniTiiadan) ; Sir Hari 
Sinigh Oour, Kt., M.L.A. (Central Provinces: Hindi Divisions : Non-Mu- 
hammadan); Seth Tj'ladhar Chaudhury, M.L.A. (Ceuiral Provinces: Hindi 
Divisions: Non-Muhammadan); Khan Bahadur H. M. Walayatullah, 
I.S.O., M.L.A. (Central Provinces: Muhammadan) ; Mr. Goswami M. R. 
Puri, M.L.A. (Central Provinces: Landholders); Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna 
Reddi, M.L.A. (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor : Non-Mnhammadan 
Rural); Kumar O. R. Roy, M.L.A. (Surma Valley cum Shillong: Non- 
Muhammadan); Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, M.L.A. (Assam: Muham- 
madan): Mr. P. Cr. Reddi, M.L.A. (Guntur cum. Nellore : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural); Bhagat Chandi Mai Gola, M.L.A. (Delhi: General); 
Rai Sahib Harhilas Sarda, M.L.A. (Ajmer-Morwara : General): Mr. S. G. 
Jog, M.L.A. (Berar Representative); Mr. K. C. Roy, C.I.E., •TO.L.A. 
(Nominal ed Non-OfFi(*ial) ; Sardar Bahadur Sardar Jawahar Singh, C.I.E., 
M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Ofhciul) ; Rai Bahadur S. C. Mukherjee, C.B.E., 
M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Otficial); The Revd. J. C. Chatterjee, M.L.A. 
(Nommated Non-Oflieial) ; Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah, M.L.A. (Nominated 
Non-Official): Mr. R. S. S'arrna, O.T.E., M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Offieial) ,* 
Mr. Ij. V. TTeathcotc, M.L.A (Nominated Non-Offieial): Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Rafiuddin Ahmad, M L. A. (Nominated Non-Official) ; Dr. ,R. D. 
Dalai. M.LA. (Nominated Non-Official); Mr. C. W. Gwynne, C.I.E., 
O.B.E.. M.L.A. (Oovernflment of India- Nominated Official); 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Jan. 1931^ 

Mr li S 13ajpai, O.B.E., M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official); Mr. E. B. Howell, C.S.I., C.I.E., M.L.A. (Foreign Secretary);. 
Mr. G. M. Young, (3.I.E., M.L.A. (Army Secretary); Mr. K. Sanjiva Bow,. 
M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated Official); Sir Lancelot Graham,. 
K.C.I.E., M.L.A. (Secretary, Legislative Department); Mr. J. A. Shillidy, 
M.L.A. (Secretary, Industries and Labour Department); Mr. H. A. 6‘ams,- 
C.i.E., M.L.A. (Director General of Posts and Telegraphs); Mr. Tin Tiit^ 
M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated Official); Mr. Alfred Alan 
Lethbridge Parsons, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Financial Ckanrnissioner, Railways); 
Mr. George Townsend Boag, (M.E.. M.L.A. (Madras: Nominated Official) j 
Mr Valavaram Hhashvam Ayyangar, M.L.A. (Madras : Nominated 
Official); Mr. Archibald Mnrven Macmillan, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Bombay: 
Nominated Oftieial): Mr. Henrv Montgomery, M.L.A. (Bombay: Nominated 
Official); Mr. Joseph Charles French, M.L.A. (Bengal: Nominated 
Official); Mr. Bajriaravan B-mcrji, M.L.A. (Bengal: Nominated Official); 
Mr. Khurshed Ahmad Khan, M.L.A. (United Provinces: Nominated 
Official); Khan Bahadur Malik Allah Bakhsli Khan Tiwana, M.B.E.. 
M.L.A. (Pinijah: Nominated Official); Mr. Bam Prasad Narayan Sahi, 
M.L.A. (Bihar and Orissa: Nominated Official): Mr. Kisfmet Leland Brewer 
Hamilton, M.L.A. (Central Provinces: Nominated Official); and Mr. Ernest 
Frederick Binmi, .\[.L..\. (Burma: Nominated Official). 


^lOTION FOB AT)JOUBN]MENT. 


Death Sentences passed jn connection with the SiiOLApm Biot. 


Mr. Chairman: 1 have received notice of a motion for the adjournment 
of this House from two Honourable Members, Mr. N. B. Gunjal and Mr. 
&. G. Jog. It runs as follows : 

“I beg to give you notice of my intention to move a motion for the adjournment 
of the House in a matter of urgent public importance, viz., the infliction of the sentence 
of death upon four persona of Sholapur in respect of whose guilt there was a difference 
of opinion between the judges of the Bombay High Court. I understandi the sentence 
is ^ he executed to-morrow, I, therefore, request that a clear the line message 
be immediately sent to stay the execution.*’ 

This notice was sent on the 12th instant. Does the Honourable Member 
(Mr. Jog) wish to move this motion for adjournment? 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Representative) : Sir, it is very sad ^Bd un- 
fortunate that w'e are opening the session of the Assembly in an atmosphere 
of gloom and despair . . . ! . 


Mr. Ghairman: Order, order. The Honourable Member is probably 
now to this House and he is not acquainted with the procedure. No speech 
IS allowed at this stage. First of all, the Honourable Member must make 
up hisjjiind whether he intends to ask the leave of the House to make 
this motion? 


Mr. S. O. Jog: Yes, Sir; I do wish to ask for the leave of the House. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member): Perhaps I might 
with advantage at this stage suggest that, in view of the fact that the 
sentences of the Court m this case have already been carried out, the 
Honournb e Member might consider whether the object which he has in 
new c()uld in ai^- way be attained by proceeding with his motion. 
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Mr. S. G. Jog: I want the official statement from the Honourable the 
Home Member that the sentences have been executed. It is always un- 
reliable to rely upon the newspapers, with due respect to the Press Gallery, 
and therefore I would like to havii an official statement on the subject. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: My object was to make that point 
-elear to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Chairman: The Honourable the Home Member has said officially 
that the sentence has been executed. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: In view of the statement made by the official Member, 
1 withdraw my motion. 


STATEMENT LAID ON TBK TABLE. 

J'URCHASK OF StoIU^S DV THE HUUI COMMISSIONER FOR IXDIA. 

Mr. J. A, Shillidy (Secretaiy, Industries and Labour Department) : Sir, 
I lay on the table a statement furnished by the High Commissioner for 
India, showing all cases in which the lowest tenders have n'>t been accepted 
by him in purchasing stores for the Government of India during the hall; 
year ending 30tli June. lOBO 
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Htoh Commisstom 


India Storm 


Abstract of cases in which tenders for stores demanded by the Central 
of tiie goods rlcrnanded, were accepted on the grounds of 

facility of inspection, 

HALF-YEAR ENDING 

Part A. — Cases in which Imver foreign tenders, including British tenders for 

British 


Stores ordered. 

Contract Number. 

Name of Contractor. 

Amount 

of 

Contract. 




£ s. d. 

Medicines . 

K. 3988/5765/28-1-30 . 

Biirgoyne, Burbidges & 
Co., Ltd. 

5.19 15 10 
(British). : 

Locomotive boilers 

K. 4673/6899/21-3-30 . 

Nasmyth Wilson & Co. . 

6,180 0 0 
(British). 

Lead pipes 

L. 59/7747/6-4-30 . 

j 

Geo. Farmiloe & Sons, 

Ltd. 

90 10 7 
(British). 

Zinc sheets 

L. 68/786l;7.4-30 , 

London Zinc Mills, Ltd. . 

106 10 11 
(Britidi). 
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BB FOB India. 

Dbpartment. 

Government, other than the lowest complying with the technical d( scription 
superior quality, superior trustworthiness of the firm tendering, greater 
quicker delivery, etc. 

30th JUNE, 1930. 

foreign made goods ^ have been set aside wholly or 'partially in fawnr of 
tenders. 


Lowest Tender 
not 

accepted. 

Beaeon for acceptance. 

£ s, d. 


:>37 18 0 
(Part French)- 

The accepted tender was the better offer, having regard to the 
cost of inspection. 

6,170 0 0 
(Swiss). 

Tlie accepted tender was the better offer, having regard to the oo6t 
of inspection. 

91 3 7 

(Belgian). 

The accepted tender was the better offer, having regard to the 
cost of inspection. 

105 10 7 
(Belgian). 

1 

The accepted tender was the better offer, having recrard to the 
cost of inspection. 
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Part 11. — Caites in which the discrimination 


Stores ordered. Contract Number. Name of Contractor. 


Amount 

of 

Contract. 


Barometer. “ For- K. 4417/7128/27-2-30 
tin’s ”. 


S. & A. Calderara . 


17 18 6 
(British). 


Coupling rod for K. 4497/7421/0-2.30 
Mallet engine. 


Kitson & Co.. Ltd. 


17 0 0 

(British). 


Flannel 


L. 360/7035/24-4-30 . ] Jaitios Harper & Sons . I 1.093 15 0 


L. 359/7635/24-4.30 . Kelsall & Kemp. Ltd. . 2,202 1 8 


3,295 16 8 
(British). 


Buffer heads and 


No. 1770 . \ L. 781/S. 612/4-6-30 


Tees Side Bridge & En- 1,216 17 6 

gineering Works, Ltd. 


No. 600 


L. 782/S. 612/4-6-30 


Metropolitan Cammell 
Carriage, Wagon & 
Finance Co., Ltd. 


420 0 0 


1,636 17 6 
(British). 
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if bdween BrUish firms only. 


Lowest Tender 
not 

eocepted. 

Reaaon lor aco^tance. 

£ 9. d. 


14 ^ 6 
(British). 

Accepted on the ground of earlier delivery, as immediate supply 
was required by the indentor. 

U 0 0 
(British). 

The rod was urgently required, and by accepting the second lowest 
tender a saving of six weeks in delivery was secured. 

m • 

« • 

The order was divided between the two lowest tenderers in order 
to obtain the delivery required. 

3,225 10 5 
(British). 


' 

A portion of the order was placed with the second lowest tenderer 
in order to obtain the delivery required. 

•• 


1,620 7 6 
(British). 

» ^ 
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StoiM ordarad. I Ckmteaot Kumber. I Name of Contraotor. 
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it hetmen Foreign fimt. 


; Lowest Tender 
not 

accepted. 

Reason for acceptance. 

£ d. 



2,358 6 8 
(Swedish). 

The order was 
obtain|the 

placed with the third lowest tenderer in order to 
Jelivery required. 

2,366 13 4 
(French). 
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ELEC’TION OF TilE STANDING FINANOFl COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 
to move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to the election, for the rest of the financial year 
1930-31, in such manner as may he appi-ovcd hy the ('hairman, of a Standing Finance 
Committee of the A.ssembly not cxctcditig fourteen in number, to which shall be added 
a Member of the As.seinl)ly to be nominated by tbe Governor General. The Member 
so nominated shall he the Gbairnian of the Committee.” 

The motion Nv:is iidopfed. 


ELECTION OF THF STANDING F1NAN(!E (T)MMITTEE FOK 

HAIJAVAYS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Memlu'r for C’ornincree and Railways) : 
Sir, T be" to move : 

“That this A.ssembly do ))roceed lo elect in such manner as may he approved by the 
Chairman, eleven Members from the Assembly who shall be required to serve on the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways, «as provided for in clause 6 of the Resolu- 
tion adopted by the Legislative A.sscmhly on the 20th September, 1924, on the subject 
of the separation of Railway Finance.” 

The motion wus adopted. 


ELKCTiON OF THE PrBl.K^ Al'COUNTS COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg to 
[move : 

“That the non-official Members of the Assembly do proceed to elect, in the manner 
required liy rule 51 of the Indian Legislative Rules, eight Members to be Members of 
the Committee on Public Accounts.” 

Sir, it lins conic to my knowledge in the course of this .morning that 
certain Honourable Membei’s are desirous thut the election to the. Public 
Accounts Ck^mmitieo should bo postponed until Ifu* 12th February in order 
that certain Alcnnhers who have already served iT» the past on the Public 
Accounts rornmittee nuiy ho hero to stand for election. Speaking on 
behalf of Govemlment I may say that, if that is the wish of the House, we 
would have no objt‘cti<)n to such postponement. 

Mr. Ohairman: The question is: 

“That the non-official Members of the A.s.scmhly do proceed to elect, in the manner 
required by rule 51 of the Indian Tjegislative Rules, eight Members to be Members of 
the Coiiygittee on Public Accounts.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Ohairman: T may inform Honourable Members that in accord- 
ance with the motions now* adopted nominations tor the purpose of 
election of Members to the Standing Finance Committee and the Stand- 
ing Finance Committee for Railways will be received in the Assembly 
office up to 12 ifoON on Thursday,' the 15th January, 1931, while the 

( 12 ) 
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date for the nominations to the Public Accounts Committee will be 
announced later on. The elections for the Standing Finance Committee 
and the Standing Finance Committee for Railways, if necessary, will be 
held in this Chamber on Friday, the 16th January, 1961. The elections 
will be conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional repre- 
sentation by means of the single transferable vote. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : With your 
permission, Sir. I should like to make a brief statement in regard to 
the business which will be placed before the House on the remaining 
days of this w'eek and also in the next week. The agenda paper for 
to-morrow has, I think, already reached Members, but T may jlraw their 
attention to the fact that we shall ask for leave to introduce six Bills. 
Those Bills are : 

(1) A Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 

1923, for certain purposes; 

(2) A Bill to supplement the Criminal Procedure Code (Punjab 

Amendment) Act, 1930; 

(3) A Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 

Act, 1930; 

(4) A Bill to provide for the better control of the Press; 

(5) A Bill to provide against instigation to the refusal of the pay- 

ment of certain liabilities; and 

(6) A Bill to give effect to the International Convention for the 

suppression of counterfeiting currency. 

If leave is given, we propose to proceed with further motions in respect 
of these Bills on the Government days which will be available next week 
and the week after. On Friday, the House will be called together for 
a brief time to carry through the elections to the Standing Finance 
Committee and the Railway Standing Finance Committco. In addition, 
a motion will be made by mv Honourable friend. Sir Fazl-i-Husain, to 
ask the House to agree to elect two Members to sit on the Governing 
Body of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, and I shall move 
for ieav(' to introduce a Bill effecting a small amendment in the Indian 
Ports Act. On Saturday, the House will be sitting in the morning to 
conduct tlu' elocfion of the President and in the afternoon to listen 
to the address of His Excellency the Viceroy. 

The Assembly then ndjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the l/)th January, 1931. 






LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 15th January, 1031. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
hlevnn f>l (he Clock, Mr. 1C K. Shanmukham Chetty in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal, M.L.A. (Julliindur Division: Non-Muhamma- 
dan). 


DEATJIS OF COLONEL CRAWFORD AND MAULANA MUHAMMAD 

ALI. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : It would, I 

helieve, Mr. Chairman, be the desire of this House that at the time of our 
re-ass(nubling we should briefly but sincerely deplort^ a loss which the 
House has suffered since we were last assembled in this* place. We had 
!ill of us expected that in the new Assembly Colonel Crawford would fill 
his accustomed place in tlu'. European Group and would make his own con- 
tribution to our deliberations. Colonel Crawford was an able and compe- 
tent soldier with a distinguished military career. During the war he earned 
a. Brevet-Majority, the Distinguished Service Order arid the Military Cross, 
and was six times mentioned in despatches. He served during the 
war in no less than six different countries, in France, in Egypt, in Galli- 
poli, in Iraq, in Persia and in Russia. He held temporary ranks at vari- 
ous times of Lieutenant-Colonel and as* Colonel, and on retirement from 
th(^ Army was granted the rank of Colonel. Tn the ordinary course, had 
he remained in the military profession, in all probability a high and dis- 
tinguished career lay before him. But he made up his mind that he could 
serve India better, and could serve his own country in serving India better by 
abandoning a military career and by taking an active part, in public life in 
this country. No one who knew Colonel Crawford, I believe, Mr. Chair- 
man, would think or imagine for a moment that he was actuated by am- 
bition or by any personal motive. I am sure w^e arc all convinced that 
what underlay his decision was an honest desire to do the best he could 
for this gr('at country which w’e are all of us bound to serve. In this 
House ho possessed qualifications different fmm those possessed, 
f think, by any other unofficial Member, and had a know^- 
ledge of military subjects which no other unofficial ^Fember 
of the House possessed. He w^as able aUvays to make a contri- 
bution of his owm to our debates*, which was of groat value and of great 
assistance'. Courageous and frank, he expressed bis view’s freely on every 
subject that came up. But alike those of us who may have .shared his 
opinions and those who did not, none of us, I am sure, doubte*d either his 
honesty of purpose or his sincere desire to serve. We mourn lu's absence 
today, Mr. Chairman, and w^e would desire, I am sure, to give expression 
to that feeling. I for one hope that there will never be a time in the 

( 15 ) 
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deliberations of. the Centra] Legislature of India when members of the com- 
munity to which Colonel Cr«awford belonged will not be ready to come 

forward and render such service as they can to the future of India; and 

1 am sure that any member of that community possessing qualifications 
based upon military knowledge and experience will alwa\8 be able to 
render service of the highest value. 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar (South Arcot cum Chingleput: 
Non-Muhamnuadan Rural): Sir, I wish to associate myself — and those 

of my non-official Indian friends on this side who knew t'olonel Crawford 

will agree —with almnst ev(?rv wcu'd which the Ijcader of the House has 
given ex[)ression to in (‘onnection with the demise of rtiy late friend 
(volonel Crawford. It is now ten years, Sir. since I knew him. Although 
he was not then in the House, lie was in the Army Depaidincnt, in the 
Publicity Department tliert'of. Miid as* a Member of this House I was in- 
vited to several consultatio)is tlu re. I knew him first there. He travelled 
abroad and then came to Madras, and he was very anxious to make the 
acquaintance of my Indian fr:(*nds. We Indians, Sir. scldoin come in 
contact with military officers, and those who do not come into personal 
contact with military officers have got queer notions about them. But 
by personal touch and acquaintance we come to know that they arc also 
human, and in that way Cohmel Crawford struck us immensely. His 
personal tpialities endeared him to all people who (*ame in contact with 
him. We forgot that we belonged to different races. Whenever general 
questions affecting the country arose, he %vas always of great assistance*. 
I rememher as a member of the Racial Distinctions Committee' when we 
visited Calcutta he was of immense assistance to us. Calcutta was jit 
that time known to be the hotbed of Anglo-Indian pnqudiee. And when 
we went there 1 remember Sir Hubert Carr, or Mr. Carr as he then was, 
and Colonel Crawford rendered us great assistance in solving the very 
knotty problems we had to face in the year 1921-‘J2. Those were days 
when we were bent upon understanding each other and in the real spirit 
of co-operation finding out what real differences there were and how we 
could set about putting them right; and that coinmittee was one from 
which very little was ex})eeted by the public. Bui wli(?n the Report 
emerged after our deliberations, we were able to remove a great deal of 
irritating distinctions which existed in the law. 

Sir, I remember Colonel Crawford w^as also of gn*at assistance to seve- 
ral other committees of this House. As a peacemak(*r T do not think lie 
had any rival. He was always ready to give his wise counsel in delicate 
matters which required tactful handling. I know much of the European 
political life today in India is duo to Colonel Crawford. It was. not in the 
province of Europeans settled in this country to take* vt'rv much interest 
in the politics of the country, and I know ho went al)out the country 
rousing his people to a sense of their position as eitj/.c'ns of this great land 
and of the duty they owed to this eoiintry in taking part in the political 
life, of this country. 1 rein(‘,mbcr the lectures lu' deliverc'd in Madras 
wheij^he was there on that missimi, how he rousc'd the ai)athi‘tie European 
public of Madras to a sense of their duties as citizens. I r(*member tlie 
last time I had the honour of sitting with him on the Cinema Committee. 
There were some acute differences on certain aspects of our Report. He 
had retired to Calcutta thinking that we had come to satisfactory conclu- 
sions; but when He heard that there were still differences to settle, he 
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travelled back again at great personal trouble to the Nilgiris and gave us 
his sound advice in arriving at conclusions. I have spent several days 
v/ith him and travelled with him to and fro. To Mrs. Crawford this must 
be a great loss. To the country and to the European public generally, 
the death of Colonel C’rawford is an irreparable loss. Nobody who knew 
liini and had seen his physique and admired him ever anticipated that the 
(*nd was to be so soon. Tn fact I remember once, when in a humorous 
mood I remarked upon his age and th.afc he was also as old as myself, h(» 
resented it and wanted to be known as. a young man. I wish that he had 
liv(;d with us ha* a long(ir time; especially when new refonns are to come, 
|. (arsons lik(i Colonel Crawford will be of immense assistance in solving 
them. I hope his example will bo kept up by other successors of his who 
grace the hluropcan Croup with their presence today. Hi& example is one 
winch must be followed by Europeans and by Indians alike. He was a true 
fri(ind, a genuine patriot, and in his death the European community has 
siistaiiii'd a severe loss, nay, more, all of us liave sustained the loss of a 
personal friend and llu'. country cannot afford to lose such people. I 
associate? myself with the expression of sorrow and regret, and I hope a 
iiH'ssage will go fovlli to Mrs, Crawford from you as Chairman of this 
Assembly, (*onvoving our sympathy in her hour of trouble. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Kawaz (West Central Punjab: Muhamma- 
rlan): Sir, with tin* untimely death of Colonel Crawford a groat personality 
lias passed away. Hjs loss is rare and irreparable. The illus.trious de- 
ee.Msed was a fine sol<lier, a very fine speaker and undoubtedly an autho- 
rity on qu(‘stious ri'lating to the Army. He was always heard with the 
greate.st respei‘t in this House. We can no longer see' (k)loncl Crawford 
in this Assembly; luit his memory will always, be cherished by all those 
who knew him well. The European <*ommunity has lost a great man 
indeed. Sir, 1 beg \ou to convey our sincere ('ondolence to the family 
of the illustrious departed soul. 

Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, on behalf of the Independent Party of the last Assembly 
1 beg to assoeiato m\self in the exprt*ssion of our grief and sympathy on 
the sad death of (’olonel Crawford. My friend, Dewan Bahadur T. Ranga- 
ehariar has given you an account of his good qualities and I need not re 
iterate the same thing over and over again. Those who personally knew him, 
and had the privilegi' of working with him, knew that he was not only a 
tnu' well-wisher of the country but also a thorough gentleman; and his loss 
:it this stage, when the services of peacemakers like him ^vere very greatly 
needed by tlu' cmintrv, is a great misfortune and almost a national calam- 
itv. We know that the future of India depends greatly upon the co-opera- 
tion of tlie different eommunities inhabiting this sub-continent; and pro 
minent persons of each community, who try and create goodwill between 
different communities, arc the harbingers of producing good will in the 
country and making the future constitution a s\iccess. Viewed in this light, 
the loss of C^.olonel Cb’awford is still moi'o to be regretted. 1 again wish to 
associate myself, and wish you, Sir, to convey on mv behalf as well iTs on 
behalf of my party, the Independent Party, our sense of grief and our 
condolence to his bereaved wife ;md other membei*s of the family. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions : Muhammadan 
nural): Sir, coming from Bengal, and as one who had exceptional opportu- 
nities of coming into frequent contact with Colonel Crawford both in 
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Bengal and recently in England, I rise to pay my personal tribute to the 
memory of the warm-hearted and gallant Member whose untimi ly death 
we all deplore. Courageous, straightforward and frank as he has been 
described by the Leader of the House, these qualities and his devotion to 
duty strongly appealed to me ; and I daresay the House will long miss the 
stalwart and stately figure and commanding presence of Colonel Crawford. 
With these words i wish to associate myself with what has fallen from the 
previous speakers. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal European): Sir, those of us who sit in this 
part of the House are, I tliink, particularly grateful for the words that 
fell from the lips of the Li^ader of the House and Dewan Bahadur Kanga- 
chariar and from Maulvi ^Muhammad Yakub and my two friends in the 
Central Muslim Group. 1 tliink, as the last speaker said, that the whole 
House will miss tliat tall soldierly figure, that deep rich voice, and the sense 
of earnestness and high issues which he always created and carried with 
him. We in this Group know, tliough we cannot express, wliat he did for 
us in tliis House and what he did for our wider community outside this 
House. I think that those oF us who had the opportunity of hearing tlie 
fine maiden speech which he delivered in Simla, and the moving tenns in 
which he spoke of his long association in peace and war with tlie Indian 
soldier, and of his love for India, realise liow" well he understood that, h)r 
our community, at all times, the test is our willingness to serve India. 
Although the word “tragedy” is very often now used lightly, I think we do 
feel that in no stereotyped sense but in the Greek sense of the term, it 
is a tragedy that all those generous hopes and purposes should have been 
snuffed out prematurely. 

*Mr. Chairman: 1 feel that 1 cannot let this sad moment jiass without 
adding my own tribute to the memory of the late Colonel Crawford. Thosti 
of us who liad the privilege; <jf (forning into close contact >vith Colonel 
Crawford knew full well that inside this House he was an amiable eolleagia* 
and outside he was a staunch friend. We have lost him at a mumeiit wluai 
both India and England can ill affoi’d to lose such personalities, and it shall 
be my duty, as the spokesman of this House, to convey to the relative's of 
the deceased the deep sense of sorrow felt by his colleagues at the j>rematurc 
death of one whom this House so well loved. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Sir, since w^e last met in Simla, the count r\ 
has sustained a very great and irre])arable loss in the untimely death of 
Maulana Muhammad Ali. Altlarngh the late Maulana was not a Memhc'r 
of this House, vet this Hous(; has never missed an 0 ])portunity of expressing 
its sense of grief at the death of outstanding personalities. The late Mr. 
G. R. Das was also not a Member of this House, and yet we expressed ou?' 
feelings of grief and sorrow .at his sad demise, as a representative of thi*' 
country. And, Sir, today, as representatives of tlie Indian population we 
the Meiiftbers ol this House .are in duty bound to express our sense of deep 
sorrow and loss wliicli the country has sustained in the death of Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, who died fighting for the cause of the country in .a strange 
land. The public life and political activities of the late Maulana are s(' 
well known that I do not think I need take much time in expatiating tin 

^Speech not revised hy Mr. Chairman. 
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them. He was, as has always been said, a true friend of the country and 
a true son of Mother India, who spent all his life and all his energy in 
doing service to the Motherland. Although his health was failing, although 
lie was in a very delicate condition, he never cared for his life and proe.cedel 
to England to fight the cause of India and fell there in the battlefield. ISir, 
this is neither the time nor the occasion for giving the House a sketcii of 
his life. Personally, my feelings are too intense to be expressed in words. 
We were together as students at Aligarh, and 1 came to know him first 35 
years ago. In spite of holding different political views sometimes, our social 
relations were never disturbed, and to me he was like a second brother. 
I reniember well, Sir, the time when [ saw the late Maulana in the Ripon 
Hospital in Simla in a very delicate state of health, and as we were leaving 
he could not get up from his bed. He asked me to go near him, and be 
embraced me and gave a kiss on my cheek. That was our last parting. 1 
never thought then that we would never meet again, but it has happened 
so. Sir, I hope this House, as representing tlie people of India, will join 
in giving exi)ression to our sense of grief, and convey our heart-felt condo- 
lence to the bereaved lady, who was at the death bedside of her husband in 
England, and to his stalwart brother Maulana Shaukat Ali. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Mr. (Jhairman, I desire, on behalf 
()f Government, to associate myself with what has fallen from mv fricnul, 
Maulvi Muhammad \akul), as regards the loss which the country has 
suffered by the death of Maulana Muhammad Ali. Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub has been able to speak of the late Maulana with the intimacy of 
old friendship and intimate acquaintance with his career, and I think we 
inust all of us be glad that he has given us this opportunity of stating 
in very few words what we feel. As my Honourable friend said, this is 
neither the time nor the occasion to review the political career of the 
deceased and the active part he took in public life in various ways; but, 
certainly, we should all, T think, desire to record our sorrow. At a time 
when he was in a very delic^ato state of health .and at great sacrifice to 
himself, ho unreserved iy laid down bis life in order to render the last 
service he b('lioved he could render to India. The. loss of a man like that 
must clearly be a heavy loss, and 1 do desire, on behalf of Government, 
to say we associate ourselves with the feeling which I know is present 
in the hearts of all Indian Members of the House today. 

*Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muhain- 
madan) : Sir, I wish to associate with the Mover of this Resolution, 
because like the ]\Iover of the Resolution, the late Maulana Muhammad Ali 
was my lifelong friend, and when he left India on his mission to England, 
he was going there, as he told most of us when we parted company with 
him, as a dying man. But in spite of his failing health, in 
spite of the doctor’s advice, ]\raulana Muhammad Ali went 
to England het*ause be felt that the call of his country needed 
it. The work that he did in that short interval before his 
death in 1‘higland will leave an imperishable record in the history of 
this country, and the newspaper reports that were received Jier^ at the 
time show how ably he pleaded the cause of a united India. Sir, this 
is certainly not the time nor the place when we can pass in review the 
work of this great departed leader of Indian thought. But this we will 
say that, whatever differences of opinion there may have been between 
the members of his community and others there is no one in this House 
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or outside who does not feel his loss as his ow^n. Sir, 1 strongly support 
my Honourable friend Maulvi Muhainniad Vakub s motion and 1 join with 
him in asking you tliat ilie terms of this motion may be conveyed to the 
l)crejivud members of llu* deceased's family. 


Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz: Sir, Maulana Muhammad Ali died 7,000 
miles away from his homo and the whole of India is plunged in a deep 
gloom. The late Maulana was undoubtedly one of the greatest sons of 
India. Ife was a fine journalist, a great patriot, a brave fighter, and a 
staunch lover of freedom. When he went to England, we all knew that 
he was accelerating his death. When he made his memorable speech at the 
Jtound Table Conference, we thought that he was pretty nearly exhausted. 
He made that remarkable spec(di against the advice of his doctors. His 
last words were “Make India free or bury me in England”. Throughout 
his life he worked hard for Ilindu-Muslim unity, and we all know that 
only 12 hours b( 3 fore liis death he was preparing a scheme for the Hindus 
and Muslims as to how to compose their differences. His death is heroic 
and glorious indeed: it is sweet and glorious to die for one’s own country. 
Maulana Muhammad Ali was born in the East; ho died in the West; 
and his reiruuns are now to be buried in the compound of the famous 
.Nfosque of Omar at Jerusalem. India’s loss is so great that it can never 
be replaced. We offer our sinecrest condolence to Begum Mulmmmal Ali, 
who becami' a widow in a foreign land, and also to Maulana Shaukat Ali. 
the brother of tlie de(;eased. To me the loss is indeed very great because 
the illustrious Maulana was an esteemed friend of mine. He and I in 
our youthful days were together in England. 1 know his fine qualities. 
He was absoliitels an iiouesl man, a great friend of India and loved 1)\ 
his own comirumH:y and country. His death is India’s great loss; it is 
also the loss of the Muslim world. And 1 pray you, Sir, to convey our 
sincere condo]eTic(‘s and d( ('p sense of sorrow to the family of the illustrious 
deceased. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I think that W'e here wouhl also very muc^h like 
to he associated witli the motion by nu Honourable friend, Maulvi 
Muhammad Yakiii). Personally, J always think of the late Maulana 
Muhammad Ali in terms of energy — radiant energy — and I have :ilvva\s 
n?grettcd that h“ never sat in this House, because he was the embodiment 
of a man who was always throw ing himself into some cause and devoting 
himself to it. The first time I met liim was some twenty years ago 
when, with the acd.ive assistance of Lord Hardingc, he was organising the 
lied Crescent during llie Tiireo Italian War, The last iiiiu' I saw liim was. 
as was th(‘ experiencii of otln-r Members here, when I visited him in Simla 
in the Iiipon Hospital. R(^ told me that he was dying, but that he w\as 
determined not to die till la? had gone to London and attended the Round 
Table Conference, and as he hoped, brought about a new understanding. 
T\\Rt show'(?d the spirit of the man. 1 am sure that all of us have read 
ilie rcmarkahl(‘ st)eee}i whieli he delivered during the opening days of tin* 
(Conference. I think that during the whole of his life he never "^did any- 
thing which approached that supreme finish, and that in the future Mr. 
Muhammad Mi’s name will always be associated with those closing days 
in London and with that. very remarkable speech.- 
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Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola (Bombay Southern Division: Muhammadan 
liural): Sir, 1 should like to associate myself with the previous speakers 
in lamenting the great loss which this country has suffered by the sad 
death of Maulana Muhammad Ali. I have known him for many years, 
and the one thing which impressed me most was his unbound<'d patriotism 
and intense love for his Motherland. India can ill afford lo lose at this 
juncture a man capable of rendering most valuable service io her. It is 
inevitable that God’s will be done, but there is no doubt that India feels 
very deeply the sad loss which she has sustained by the death of Maulana 
Muhammad Ali. 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas ((‘aic.idta : Xon-Muhammadan Urban); That we 
Indians should mourn tlu'. loss of Maulana Muhammad Ali is only natural; 
but it is refreshing to find that my European friends and Members of the 
(lovcrnmcnt, both here and abroad, should be so unstinted in ])ouring out 
their tribute’s to his memory. Maulana Muhammad Ali was a fighter. 
He was a fighter tirsi, he was a fighter last, he was a. fighter all his life. 
And it is a remarkable tribute, I say, to his personality, to his strength of 
character, to his courage, that those whom he had been fighting all his life 
should bf’ so gushing in their tributes 1o bis memory. That, 1 should Tike 
to feel, betokens a welcome change in the angle of vision of our rulers. 

Sir, Maulana Muhammad Ali was a man who had a dynamic personality. 
He was one*, who knew how to lierid others to his own purposes. He was 
a man who believed in what h(' did and did what he believed in. He 
n(*v('r shrank from the consequences of bis own actions. He had the 
courage of his convic.tions and had the courage to act up to them. Such 
a man is always a. national asset. Whether or not wo agree with all his 
political views, there is no doubt that a man of sucK indomitable will, a 
man of such fearless courage is alw’’ay8 an asset in our national life. By 
his dc^ath, therehjre, Kir, India is distinctly the poorer. He was a patriot, 
a ])alriot in wliom jjatriotism rose to the lu'igbl of religion. M’he tragic 
circumstances of bis death lend pathos to the closing scenes of his life, 
'riiat be should pass away, away from those who were near and dear to him, 
away from his co-workers and co-adjiitors is one of those ironies of fate 
which we can never e.xplain. Such a man has passed away in Maulana 
Muhammad Ali, and we are glad to feel that, in the elosing da.\s of his 
life, a man whose wliolo life was j)erpctual warfare, if we might say so. 
should have plofidcd so passionately for peace, and as I had occasion to 
remark elsewhere, it would bo a welcome day — and the Maulana would 
not have died in vain — if India could build on his grave a temple of con- 
cord, peace and amity. 

♦Mr. Chairman: 1 desire to associate myself with the warm tributes 
paid from the various qiiariers of the House to the memory of the late 
Maulana Muhammad Ali. He was indeed, as has been just remarked, a 
<lynamic personality in India’s national life. His life was one of service 
to his country and on his d('ath-hed ho breathed his last in the service 
of his country. In life as in d('ath, he cannot hut evoke th.e admiration, 
love and gratitude of his countrymen. It shall again he my duty to convey 
lo Begum Muhammad Ali and Maulana Khaukat Ali the feeluigs^of this 
House in regard to the loss that the country has sustained in the premature 
death of Maulana Muhammad Ali. 
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THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Bail* 
ways) : 1 move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for certain purposes. 

What this Bill seeks to do, Mr. Chairman, is to make such changes 
in the law as are necessary in order to give effect to certain International 
Laboiir Conventions which at various times have been under the considera- 
tion of the House. 1 do not propose to go into any detail, because a full 
explanation is given in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. Sir, 1 
move. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: iS'ir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE PUNJAB (H^IMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDAIENT (SUPPLE- 
MENTARY) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Mtanber): 1 move for leave 
to introduce a Bill io supplement the Criminal Procedure (Punjab Amend- 
ment) Act, 1930. 

This is a very brief measure containing only two points and at this stage 
I do not propose to add Io what is stated in the Rtaternent of Objects and 
Reasons. 

The motion was adoj^ted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I introduce the Bill. 


TRIE BEN(L\L CHI.MIXAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPJM.EMENTARY) 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : I move for leave 
to introduee a Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, umo. 

With regard to this and the succeeding items on the List of Business, 
I would merely state, Mr. Chairman, that these an' important measures, 
hut at this stage I do not propose to add to I lie summary of the salient 
facts whicli have lUDved (Government to introduce fliis legislation contained 
in the statement accompanying the Bills. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I introduce the Bill. 

THE INDIAN I’RFIRS BIl.L. 

The^Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : I move for leave 
to introduce a Bill to provide for the better control of the Press. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I introduce the Bill. 
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THE UNLAWFUL INSTIGATION BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : I move for leave 
to introduce a Bill to provide against instigation to the refusal of the 
payment of certain liabilities. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I introduce the Bill. 


THE SUPPRESSION OF COUNTERFEITING CURRENCY (INTTIK- 
NATIONAL CONVENTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster (Finance Member) : I move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to give effect to the International Convention for 
the suppression of counterfeiting currency. 

The Government of India, having signed at Geneva in April, 1929, an 
international convention for this purpose, it is necessary, before ratifying 
the convention, that the Indian law should be brought into line with its pro- 
visions. The details involved in this legislation are clearly explained in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons and it is not necessary for me, at this 
stage, to enlarge upon this measure further. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I introduce the Bill. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
t6th January, 1931. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 16th January, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. R. K. Slianmukham Chetty in the Chair, 


MEMBERS SWORN: 

Rai Bahadur Pandit Triloki Nath Bhargava, M. L. A. (Fyzabad 
Division : Non-Muhamrrffidan Rural) ; Kum.ar Guptcshwar Prasad Singh, 
]\r. L. A. (Gaya cum Monghyr: Non-Muhaimmadan) ; Mr. James Hezlett, 
C.T.E., M. L. A. (Assam : Nominated Official). 


ELECTION OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Mr, Ohairman: The House will now proceed to elect Members not ex- 
ceeding fourteen in number to the Standing Finance Committee. There 
wf'i’o originally B2 candidates who were nominated, but the following have 
since withdrawn : 

Mr. B. Sitaramarajii, 

Mr. M. Mas wood, and 

Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

The ballot papers will now bo supplied to Honourable Members in tbe 
order in which I call them. 

(The ballot was then taken.) 


l-U.E(^TION OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR 

RAILWAYS. 

Mr. Chairman; The House will now proceed to elect 11 Members to the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways. Out of 37 candidates originally 
nominated, the following have since withdrawn their candidature; 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer, 

Kunwar Raghubir Singh. 

Mr. M. Maswood, 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, 

Kunwar Hnjee Ismail Ali Khan, and 
Mr. A. Das. 

The ballot papers will now be supplied to Honourable Members in the 
order in which T call them. 

(Tbe ballot was then taken.) 
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ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir raal-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“That this Aasembly do proceed to elect in such manner as the Chairman may 
direct, two Members to sit on the Governing Body of the Imperial Council of Agri- 
cultural Research.” 

Sir Hari Sin^ Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I want to ask a question on a point of information. I should 
like the Honourable Member to enlighten the House as to how many mem- 
bers there would be altogether in the Governing Body of the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural licsearch and what are its objects and functions. 
I should be glad if the Honourable Member would take the House into his 
confidence and tell us more about this, f.e., how many members there 
would be altogether, how they would be elected ana what would be the 
relation of the members elected by the Legislative Assembly vis-a-vis the 
rest of the members. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Sir, I have no 
doubt the information which the Honourable Member seeks could be 
obtained by referring to certain papers, pamphlets and books that are 
bound to lie in the Library of this House. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : There arc twenty 
thousand books in the Library. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Yes, there arc. 
That is a very fair number. Sir. (Laughter.) But so far as these two 
Members are concerned, I can tell the House that their number is not in 
any way largo as compared with the number of other members. Probably 
they are not more than perhaps 15 per cent, of the total number. As to 
whether they will make themselves felt, I have not the slightest doubt that 
representing this House, their views and opinions will carry the largest 
possible weight with the other members of the Council. Further, perhaps 
the House would also like to know that the Council of Agricultural Besear.»h 
is largely recruited from amongst technical offic.ers who have particular 
knowledge of tlie subject with which they have to deal, representing not the 
general point of view but the special point of view of the Department. 
There are also a number of officers belonging to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment including Veterinary and Go-operation; and thus a body is brought 
into being which combines technical and expert knowledge with a sprinkling 
of what one might call general knowledge, or the knowledge which the man 
in the street possesses or what the constituents of the Honourable Members 
of this Bouse possess. 

If there is any other point on which the Honourable Member or some 
other Member seeks information which I am at present able to give, I 
shall be delighted to give it as well. 

Singh Gour: Sir, the question which I put to the Honourable 
Member was this. When he made this motion, as an introductory speech 
he shoutd have pointed out when and for what purpose this Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research was to be established, what were to be 
its functions^ how many members there would bo, and what would be 
the proportion of Members of this House in that Council. I am perfectly 
certain that the information is contained in a very largo number of books 
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which are to be found in the Library, but if 1 understand it aright, this 
Council was recommended by the lioyal Commission on Agriculture and 
the Government of India, I believe, issued a Eesolution on that subject. 
But what I am not quite clear about, and I am quite sure many Members 
on the Opposition Benches are not quite clear about, is this. We want to 
know as to how many Members of the Legislative Assembly, and possibly 
also of the Council of State would be added to the Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Kescarcli and what would be their proportion and what would 
be their functions. That is the point on which 1 wish the Honourable 
Member to enlighten this House? before w^e accede to this motion. 

The Honourable Mian Six Fazl-i-Husain: May I point out, Sir, to the 
Honourable Member that I cannot conceive he could have been ignorant 
of the fact that the Council of Agricultural liesearch has been functioning 
now for nearly a year (“Hear, hear” from the European Benches) and 
that this House voted large funds for the expenditure to be incurred by 
that Council? A new Member coming perhaps from a remote province 
might have lacked that knowledge, but I cannot suppose 'anything else 
but his deep absorption in more exciting matters could have kept this in- 
foniiation from the Honourable Member. The Agricultural Eesearch 
Council is well known to most Members of this House. There is the 
Advisory Body which has been meeting here now for four days running. 
Yesterday we held a special meeting of the Council in order to amend cer- 
tain rules of that Body. So 1 really do not know whether the Honourable 
Member simply wishes to find out how much I do not know, for 1 really 
cannot think he does not know about an institution on which representa- 
tives of this House have already served, or really seeks information. I 
am seeking new election because this is a new Assembly. If even after 
this explanation, the Honourable Members feel that, on account of the 
House being new, it is necessary to give some infomiation to the Members 
relating to the Indian Council of Agricultural liesearch, I shall be delighted 
lo circulate a note on this subject to llonouruble Alembers telling them 
what the constitution of the Council is and what work it does, but I cannot 
ically feel there is any need to give any more infomiation to the House 
to enable the Members, to elect these two representatives to serve on that 
Committee. 

Mr. B. Das: ISir, the Honourable and gallant knight from Nagpur 
wanted to know if the knight from the Punjab was well informed on the 
subject which he brought before the House, and it is no use my Honour- 
able friend. Sir Fazl-i-Husain, saying that my friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, 
is ignorant of the purpose of the Government Resolution. It seems my 
friend, Sir Fazl-i-Husain, has not got before him on the desk the Govern- 
ment Eesolution that gave him the power to come before this House aud 
ask for tw'o Members to be appointed to this Council of Agricultural Re- 
search. The Honourable Sir Fazl-i-Husain said that the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Agricultural Council was sitting. We are not concerned with 
that; neither has the Honourable Member taken the opportunity before 
this to inform us that such a committee was sitting, and if Mpmbers of 
this House were interested in the agricultural development of the country, 
they could attend the sittings of that Advisory Body. But what I gather 
from the discussion that has gone on so far is that the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Education, Health and Agriculture did not have before him, and is 
not himself posted on the constitution of the Council for which he wants 
two Members to be elected by this House. My friend. Sir Hari Singh 
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[Mr. B. Das.] 

Gour, himself voted last year when two Members were elected to this 
Council, but he wants that Sir Fazl-i-Husain should explain to the Mem- 
bers, new and old, the functions of that Committee. It seems that the 
Honourable Sir Fazl-i-Husain, not being himself well informed about the 
constitution of that Committee, refers my friend to the huge big Library 
that we have on the other side of the Chamber; ho could not refer to the 
particular Eesolution, because he himself has not got it before him, nor 
has he himself read it, if I understand him aright. 

*Dewan Bahadur T. Bangachariar (South Arcot cum Chingleput: Non 
Muhammadan iiural) : Sir, it appears to me that the questions put b} 
my friend, Sir Hari S'ingh Gour were quite relevant and legitimate to the 
Besolution we are considering (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Nationalist 
Benches), and if the Honourable Member is not in possession of the 
information^ he may tell us frankly “I want notice of this and 1 shall col- 
lect the information ”. 1 do think we are entitled to know really some- 

thing about the points raised by my friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour; and in 
order to put this in order, 1 formally move that the consideration of this 
motion be adjourned to I\Ionday next. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : I suggest, Sir, that the opposi 
tion is in danger of creating a most dangerous precedent which they may 
regret afterwards. As the Honourable Member has pointed out, the 
Council .... 

’"Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (iiohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- Muham- 
madan Bural) : On a point of order, Sir. Dewan Bahadur Bangachariar 
just now formally moved that this motion be considered on Monday next 
and 1 would put it to the Chair (Cries of “Louder please”) as well as 
to the House whether it may not be relevant first to take that motion f a' 
adjournment into consideration. 

Mr, Ohairman: What is the point of order? 

Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer ; The point of order is that the discussion should 
be on the motion for adjournment of the question. 

Mr. Ohairman: The Honourable Member knows perfectly well that 
when the Chair calls another Member to follow the motion made by Mr. 
Bangachariar, the discussion will be on the amended motion. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, 1 thought that the Chair would invite the 
House by putting that motion before it that the House should consider 
it. I thank you, Sir, for your suggestion, 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I am endeavouring to speak upon .Dewan Bahadur 
Bangachariar ’s motion, which I think may create a very unfortunate pre- 
cedent. As the Honourable Member has pointed out, the Council of 
Agricultural Besearch is or ought to be a perfectly well known institution, 
and I thmk that it is a very grave reflection on ourselves if we do uot 
know about it; and if on an ordinary motion to fill two vacancies we have 
got to spend our time in listening to a dissertation from the Government 
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Benches upon the objects and origin and constitution and functions of this 
Council. The same thing will obviously have to be done in the case of all 
the corninittees that we have to elect at the beginning of a new session; 
w’e will waste half our time while the Government give us lectures .... 

Sir Hari Singh Qour: They ai*e all committees of the House, Sir; this 
is not a committee of the House. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: It makes no difference. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: It makes all the difference. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : What difference dot s it make ? This is a committee 
upon which the House is entitled to have representatives; we have elected 
them before; we are asked to re-elect them. My friend here sat upon it, 
and we have now got to find two new Alembcrs; I think it is a very serious 
reilectioii upon the use to which we put our time that we cannot carry 
through that business this morning and have to ask for further notice in 
order that the Government may come to us and give us a dissertation 
upon the objects of flic Council of Agricultural Research. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, I am very much astonished that the 
Honourable Member who represents the European Association of 
Calcutta .... * 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 don t. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: 1 am very much astonished that the previous 
speaker should have suggested that we are wasting tlje time of the House 
and that we should be acting in indecent baste. Sir, this is a very im- 
portant matter, and i do think that it would be a very good thing in the 
interests of the new Membeis that the maiter should be adjourned so that 
we might have ample time for the consideiiitioii of the subject. The very 
fact that the ollicial Member in charge today felt it necessary to give what 
the European Member described as a dissertation makes it very clear that 
the matter requires consideration. . . . 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I did not say that he had given a dissertation; 1 
said he was asked to give a dissertation. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Well, Sir, that that was a dissertation is the 
opinion on this side of the House, and my friend, Mr. B. Pas, in his very 
lucid speech, made it quite clear, and my friend, Dewan Bahadur 
Rangachariar, also made it still more clear; and I am quite sure that the 
Honourable gentleman is not such a dunce as not to understand whether 
it was a dissertation or not. In any case, it is the desire on this side ot 
the House that the matter should stand adjourned so that there may be no 
indecent haste about this election, as there appears to be on the part of Gov- 
ernment, to bring in controversal measures. This is not a very controversial 
measure, but at the same time it is much Better tliat there should be some 
more information at the disposal of new Members who are ^ hem before 
you proceed with this matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour knows that ignorance 
of law is no excuse. In this case all the information he is asking for has 
been published in the Government Gazette and every Member of this House 
gets a copy of it. . . . ,, 
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Sir Hari Singh Oour: Is that law? Is everything published in the 
Government Gazette law? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I am just coming to it. This information is 
published in the Government Gazette which every one of us is expected to 
read. If we did not care to read it, it is not the fault of Sir Fazl-i-Kusain; 
it is our own fault. As regards the question whether the Members know 
something about this matter or n6t, I might say that, just before we met, 
half a dozen Members here came to me and asked me whether I could 
give my first vote for this Committee to them. So it appears that a good 
many people already know what this Committee is, and that is why they 
were demanding the first vote from other Members. Sir, this Committee 
has been in existence for some time, and any one who is interested in 
Agriculture praciically knows how the whole Department is now working. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: You tell us something about the constitution;, 
you give us an idea of the constitution. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : My friend Sir Hari Singh Gour wishes to examine 
me. I have no doubt that I appeared in my life in more than 200 
examinations, and 1 have outlived them. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: You have survived all that ordeal. (Laughter.) 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Yes, leaving bitterness, Sir, I think that in a 
matter of tliis kind it is very desirable that there should be no postpone- 
ment. We have boon electing Members for the Medical Itesoarch Institute 
Committee and for various other similar Committees, and I think this is 
the first time that a question has been raised that the constitution, powers 
and functions of the Committee should first be defined and examined by 
tile House before electing Members. I think this is a very dangerous pro- 
cedure and will lead to unnecessary waste of time. 


Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin (Cities of the United Provinces: 
Muhammadan Urban) : .May T know, Sir, the names of the Members who 
have served on this Committee during the last three or four years? 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): Sir, on a 
small pdint of order. As regards my Honourable friend s motion for 
adjournment, in the first place iny submission is that this question lies 
with you, as to whether you will put the motion to the House or not. 

My second point is this, that ray friend opposite, in proposing this, 
said we should not proceed today with the consideration of this business 
and he definitely proposed that the business should be taken on Monday 
next. May I remind the Honourable Member, Sir, that under Standing 
Order*?, Monday next is a day allotted for Government business, and it 
rests with the Governor General in Council to decide what business he 
will put on the paper on that day. Therefore, Sir, if you decide to put 
this motion to the House, I would suggest to the Honourable Member 
who wishes to move the motion that he should withdraw that portion of 
his motion which relates to putting the business down on a definite day. 
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Dewan Bahadur T. Bangachariar; Sir, 1 am obliged to the Honourable 
Member opposite. I understood the Government would have no objection 
to put this business down for Monday if the House moved for the 
{idjoumment of this debate; I thought the Government would have no 
objection to put it down for Monday next. However, I am afraid I was 
12 NOON Perhaps a little out of order in fixing Monday as a definite day 

^ * for taking up this business. I am quite prepared to omit the 

word “Monday" if you agree, Sir. 

Mr. Chairman: When a definite motion for the consideration of this 
Plouse has been made, it is perfectly in order for any Member to move 
as an amendment that the consideration of that motion do stand adjourn- 
ed, and so long as such an amended motion is before the House, the Chair 
is bound to put that motion first. 

The original motion was: 

*‘That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Chairman h*i<)y 
direct, two Members to sit on the Governing Body of the Imperial Council of Agri- 
cultural Hesearch.*' 

Since which an amendment has been moved : 

“That the consideration of this motion do stand adjourned.” 

The question I have now to put is that the consideration of this motion 
do stand adjourned. 

The Assembly divided: 


AYES-49. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 
Aggarwal, Lala Jagan Nath. 

Bigla, Lala Rnmeshwar Prasad. 
I^hargnva. llai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Bliuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas. Mr. 0. C. 

Chandi Mai Oola, Bhagat. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dndhoria, Mr. Nahakumar Sing. 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Hour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Das. Rai Sahib Pandit. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

Hoon, Mr. A. 

Isra, Chaudhri. 

Jha, Pandit Ram Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lnhiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mujnmdar. Sardar G. N. 

Pandian, Mr. B. Rajaram. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 


I’uri, Mr. B. R. 

•Puri, Mr. Goswaini M. R. 

Raghuhir Singh, Kunwar. 

R^ijah, Raja Sir Vasudova. 

Ranga Tycr, Mr. C. S. 
Rangachariar. Dewan Bahadur T. 
Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

ReddC Mr. P. G. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Roy, Kumar G. R. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Rfii Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit S. N. 

Shahani, Mr. S. C. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. • 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur, 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Salu^h Bahadur, Mr. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad, 
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Abdoola Haroon, Seth Uaji. 

Abdur Bahim, Sir 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alexander, Mr. W. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 
Anwar-ul-Azim. Mr. Muhammad. 
Ayyangar, Mr. V. B. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Baum, Mr. E. K. 

Boag, Mr. G. T. 

Chatter jeo, The Bevd. J. C. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. Tl. D. 

Deo. Thakur Maheiidra Nath Shah. 
Fazal Haq Biracha, Shaikh. 
Fazl-i-Husain, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. 0. W. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. B. L. 

Hoathcote. Mr. L, V. 

TTczlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B 
Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab 
Muhammad. 

Tshwpsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajeo. 
Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury 
Muhammad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Khurshed Ahmad Khan, Mr. 

The motion was negatived. 


Krishnamachariar, Raja Bahadur G. 
Macmillan, Mr. A. M. 

Maswood, Mr. M. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Mulnammad. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Mauivi 
Sayyid. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rahuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Rrdiimtoola, Sir Ibrahim. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rujah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Row, Mr. K. Saiijiva. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Satiiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sahi. Mr. Ram Prashad Naravan. 
Snms. Mr. H. A. 

Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Sbafeo Daoodi, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad 
Sliidd, Mr. E. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Talib Mohdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Tin Tilt, Mr. 

Waiihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Walayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Ziaiuldin Ahmad, Dr. 


Mr. Chairman: The question T have to pnt now is: 


on the.orj.dnaI motion. ^ ^ P"''* the division 

Mr, Obaiiman: The question is: 

Goveig’ Bodrof iTT' ‘ho Chairman mav 
cultural Research.” governing Body of the Imperial Council of Agri 


The motion was adopted. 
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Ohainnaii: I may inform Honourable Members that the date for, 
receiving nominations as well as the date on which the election of Mem- 
bers to the^ Qoveming Body of the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Besearch will take place will be announced later on. The election will 
be conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional represents* 
tion by means pf the single transferable vote. 


THE INDIAN POETS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Eonourable Sir George Bi^y (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
ways):* Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the 
Indian Ports Act, 1908, for a certain purpose. 

This is a very short Bill, Sir, and its object is not so much to change 
the law as to clear up a small point of interpretation. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 17th January, 1931. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday, 17th January, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly (’hamber of the Council House 
it Eleven of the Clock, Mr. It. K. Shanmukham Chetty in the Chair. 


MEMBEIl SWORN : 

Lala Brij Klshorc, M.L.A. (Lucknow Division: Non -Muhammadan 
Rural). 


ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Chairman: In accordance with the provisions of rule 5- A of the 
Indian Legislative Rules, the House will now proceed to elect a President 
by ballot. In compliance with the provisions of sub -rule (3) of that rule, 
T have to announce that I received before noon yesterday 16 notices, 
duly signed, nominating the following four candidates for election to the 
office of President, namely: — 

1. Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola, 

2. Sir Hari Singh Gour, 

3. Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, and 

4. Dr. A. Suhrawardy, 

Since then, Dr. A. Suhrawardy has intimated to me that he withdraws 
his candidature. The names of the proposers and seconders of the remain- 
ing candidates are as follows: 


For Sir Ihrahim BahimtooJa: 


Proposers 


' Mr. Arthur Moore, 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz, 

Mr. M. Maswood, 

. ^ Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim, 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon, 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan, 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan. 


Seconders 


Mr. W. Alexander, 

Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha, 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi, 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib 
. Bahadur, » 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, 

Msaulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, 
Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury, 

, Nawab Naharsingji Ishwarsingji. 

( 36 ) 
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For Sir Hari Singh Gour: 


Proposer s . 


.1 


Seconders , 



L 


Mr. S. C. Shahani, 

Sardar G. N. Mujumdar, 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria. 

Rai Sahib Pandit Hari Das, 

Mr. Arnar Nath Dutt, 

Nawab Naharsingji Ishwarsingji. 


For Manli^i Muhammad Yahub- 


Proposer . . Mr. B. Sitaraniaraju, 

Seconder . , Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur. 


Honourable Members will now come up to the table and receive the 
ballot papers from the Secretary in the order in which I call their names; 
and in order better to preserve tlie secrecy of the ballot, T would 
invite Honourable Members, on taking the ballot j)aper, to come behind 
my chair, where a table is provided for them, and after recording their 
votes to hand the ballot papers to the Secretary at the table. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) ; Sir, I hope you will excuse me for making a statement 
at this late hour. Just as I was entering tlie House, T was approached 
by Sir Abdiu* Rahim, Sir Ibrahim Raliimtoola and seveial other members 
of my community asking me to withdraw from this contest. Well, having 
•in view the reverence which 1 have for these elder members of my com- 
inunity. I think I have got no alternative but to withdraw. I declare, 
therefore, Sir, that I am not in the field now. 


(The ballot was then taken.) 

Mr. Chairman: I have now to declare that Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola 
has secured 7() votes and Dr. Sir Hari Singh Gour 36 votes. I therefore 
declare Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola to be duly elected by the Assembly as 
its President. All that is necessary now is to secure the approval of 
His Excellency the Governor General required by sub-section (1) of section 
()3-C of the Government of India Act. In order that the requisite approval 
may be obtained and communicated to the House before His Excellency 
-addresses this House this afternoon, the House will rc-assemble at a 
quarter to one today, until wliicdi time the House no^v stands adjourned. 

The Assembly then adjourned till a Quarter to One of the ('dock. 


The Assembly re-assend)led at a (Quarter to Gne of the Glock, Mr. 
Pi. K. Shanuiukliam (]hottv in the Ghair. 

Mr. Chairman: I have r(‘coived a jMessnge from His Excellency the 
Yicei'oy and (h)V('rnor G(‘n“ral. The .Messag(' is as follows: 

('rhe "Me-^-sage was received by the Assembly standing.) 
pnrfiunnce of ihe foovisloua of suh-Hcclion (/) of scclion dJ-f? . o\ 
the Government of India Act, /, Edward Frederick Lindley, Baron Irwin, 
herehij signify that I approve the election by Ihe Lcgifilalive Assembly of 
Sir^rnhini EaJnmtoola, K.C.S.L, C.I.E., ns President of the sain 
Assembly. 


New Delhi: 

The 17th January, 1931. 


(Signed) IRWIN, 
Vicf’roy and Governor General.'' 
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Mr President, the Message I have just read from His Excellency the 
Oovemor General now authorises you to come and occupy this Chair. 
Mr. President, though you are a new-comer to this Legislative Assembly, 
your fame has preceded you. You have a record of public life of which 
anyone in this country might feci proud (Applause), and though you are 
new to this Assembly, you have, in another place practised the" art ol 
chairmanship with success, and the way in which you conducted the pro- 
ceedings of the Bombay Legislative Council justifies us in the expectation 
that you will conduct the proceedings of this House with dignity, and 
that you will ever guard jealously the rights and privileges of this House. 
(Hear, hear.) It is now my jdeasure and privilege, Mr. President, to 
invite you to come and occupy the Chair. (Applause.) 

(Mr. Chairman then vacated the (3hair, which was occui)ied by the 
Honourable Sir Ibrahim Bahirntoola amidst applause.) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : It is my 
good fortune, Mr. President, to be the first, after our Chairman, to 
felicitate you on tlie signal distinction which the House has conferred 
upon you, and also the IToiise itself on the choice wdiich it has made. 
The duties of the Chair arc arduous and important, and its occupant 
wields a wide influence ha' good or evil. By electing you to he its pre- 
siding officer, the House has shown its belief that you have the capacity 
to grapple with and overcome any difficulties that may arise, its confidence 
in your impartiality and fairness, and its sense that you will preside 
worthily over its deliberations. (Applause.) You will, 1 am sure, be the 
first to recognize, Mr. President, that if the President of the Assembly 
is to discharge the duties of the post to his own satisfaction, he must 
receive the constant co-operation and support of the House. I feel con- 
fident, Sir, that you will receive such su])port in an abundant measure 
from every quarter of the House, and not the least from those of our 
number who at one time or another hav(' been candidates for the Chair. 
(Applause.) With all, of us, I am sure, the interests^ of the House rank 
far al) 0 V(' anv personal considerations, and I think the House may con- 
gratulate itself on the public spirit of those who, from a sense of ])ul)lic 
duty and in order to avoid a long, complicated contest, withdrew their 
candidature. (Applause.) Let me at- any rate, ^Ir. President, assure you 
that it will he the desire of myself and my eolleagues to give you all th(^ 
support in our power and to uphold in all respects the dignity and 
authority of tiie Chair. (Applause.) We believe that you will be faithtnl 
to the best traditions of your high office; we have full eonfidema' in your 
fairness jind im])artiality, and we believe, that you will add distinction it) 
t]i(‘ presidencN of the Assembly. I desire, on l)ehnlf of tlie Government 
Benclies, to congralnlat(' you heartily on your elevation and to wish that 
your tciinre of the' Chair may in every respect he happy and siiceessful. 
(Loud a])planse.) 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar '--o-ih Av.^.i C’lnnglopnt: Xom 

Miihannnadan Bnral) : It is my peculiar good forhino tliat I should be 
in a position to congratulate you. Sir, on the very very hijzh dtSTinetion 
you have attained after a very long career — a career marked by patriotic 
fervour, and marked by a sense of duty as an Indian. Your public career, 
your public services in all your career are well known to us, Sir, and I 
have known them a siifficiently long time to be able to boar a personal 
testimony to them. Sir,* you have always put India first and community 
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ne.xt. That, Sir, is the proper spirit in which wc Indians have to co-operate 
in building up a future groat India, and I daresay — it is really unneces- 
sary for me to say it — that in the discharge of the high oihco which you 
have assumed, you will act, as you have always done, in IVar of God and. 
without fear or favour of man. (Hear, hear.) 'Dk' Chair is above all 
polities; the Chair is above all commuiiilics; the Chair is above all parties. 
You ('ommand the entire confidence of Gie whole House wliatever contest 
there may have been or may have laen threatened. Ihit it is all a 
friendly ('ontest. These are high places for which everyone is entitled 
to fight and fight reasonably and fairly. Von have won after a fair fight, 
and now the fight is over. All of ns unite in lelieil ating yon on the dis.- 
tinedion \on have obtained. 

Sir, it is not an easy seat \ou are oeeupying. .Having experience of 
this House, I can say that jirohlems will often aiisc hir your decision 
which will require' your most careful attention on the spot. You have 
ever to he alive to what is going on about you and nhen you liavc to 
.decide, I daresay you will give your decision according to the best of your 
lights, uncontrolled and uninfluenced by either the right or the left. 
The. minorities require your personal attention. Sometimes there may Be 
noisy scenes trying to j)ut down a speaker, attempting to give cxqiression 
to unpopular views. Sucli a person is entitled to claim protection at your 
hands, Thi' House may he in a temper and may not bo willing to listen 
to speakers who want to s])eak out fheir mind. In such circumstances, 
a great deal of tact and ability will be required. With your long ex- 
perience as a public man, I am sure you will be able to discharge those 
responsible and very strenuous functions in a most satisfacdory manner. 
Yon have had predecessors in the Chair who liave set an exam])le and 
whose example you will try fo follow according to your best judgment 
as the occasion arises. Some conventions have been establislied in this 
young House; wc have not got a long history of conventions. Wo have 
to make the conventions as we go on; and I do hope, with the assistance 
of the House, which, T am sure, it will accord in a full spirit of co- 
operation, wc will be able to build up more and more healthy conven- 
(fions as wo go on. We hope and trust you will be spared to us for the 
/Chair for a long time to come. T wish yon, Sir, not only on my own 
/behalf hut on behalf of the friends liehind me, a long and bright career 
in the Chair which you have now occupied. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour (Centred .Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Mr. President, T rise to congratulate you on your elevation to 
the Chair. In doing so, I need hardly remind you of what would be 
your duties because every body knows that yon are an experienced ex- 
■President of the Bombay Legislative Council. And, though you are new 
to this House, you are not new to the rules and practice which obtain 
in this House as well as in all the Local Councils, over one of which you 
have Wrt fjhe rare distinction of presiding. Sir, T am perfectly certain 
that in your exalted place as President of the Legislative Assembly you 
will show the same characteristics which have made your name so famous 
throughout the length and breadth of the country. Your duty to this 
House and your dutv as a custodian of the rights and privileges of this 
House is clear, and I am certain that all of us in this House will co- 
operate with vou in every possible way to assist you in the dischargee of 
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those onerous duties. Sir, I associate myself entirely with what has 
fallen from the Honourable the Leader of the House, and I wish you a 
long and prosperous career in your new office. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (lloliilkund and Kumaon Divisions: iMuham- 
inadaii lliiral): Sir, 1 also rise i(» olTer you rny humble and sincere congra- 
tulations on your elevation to the presidentship of this august Assembly. 
Sir, Honourable MenilxTs who have preceded me reminded you that you 
arc lU'v.' lo this House, hul as wi? all know, you are not new to the public 
life of tiiis ef)unlrv, heoause. for over '25 years you occupied a most 
distinguisherl and prominent position in the public life of India. You 
la'gan '.our life as a mciiil)er of the Coiporath-n of Jiombay, then as a 
ineniher (^f the Ihiinhay ('ouncil, and tin* old Imperial Council and after- 
wards as President Of th(‘ Moinbay ('ouneil, as well as a. member of the 
, Poinhay (rovernmeni. nd also acted as a memhc'r of inanv 

eonumiteos and conimijisions. Yon thus possess su(?h an 
aiiiounl of varied ex|)erit‘nco of ]mi)|ic life, as, I can sav without an\ fear 
of contradictif)!!, none of us in this House can claim to his credit. 
(Applause.) And in all ih('S(‘ ea[)aa‘ities you have discharged your duties 
in such a. manner as has won for you both the appreciation of the Govern- 
ment and the ajtproval of the country. You arc also, Sir, as we all know, 
one of the most distinguished lea.ders of the Muslim (iominunity now living 
in India, and, as such, you have received the proof of the approbation of 

your community by having been elected as a President of the All-India 

Muslim League, and more than once, as a President of the All-India 

Muslim Educational Conference, and also as a President of flio All- India 

Muslim Conference. You occupy in this respect a unicpie position, a posi- 
tion which probably none of your distinguished predecessors of this House 
occupied before. 

Sir, my Honourable friends who have just spoken have assured you of 
the co-operation of the non-official Members of this House. I also wish 
to assure you that the non-official Members of this House have never 
lagged beliind in giving their united and strong support to the custodian 
of the honour and the ])restige of their Assembly; but we also expect and 
hope that you will try your best to. keep up the high traditions of the 
oe(mpants of the Chair which you are nhw occupying. I am sure that you 
will succeed in maintaining the dignity and the honour of this House. I 
wish you, Sir, good luck and I hope that your career will he as successful 
as that of any of yonr predecessors, in the office of the President of the 
Assembly. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : Fairopcan) : Sir. it gives nu' very great 
pleasure to join in Ibis chorus of c('ngi’atulations to y(Mi upcm your attain- 
ment to this high office. Von (‘omo to us with all the ])restige of your 
distinguished rec'ord iu public life and with behind y(ni in particular a 
record in tht' Chair of the TiCgislative Council in your own province. Sir. 
r fool thal a particularly ])leasing fi'ature of your accession to the Chair 
the magnanimous way in which dislinguislied candidates wit IMrcn^ their 
eaiulidatiTo* in (wder tliat we should be aide to secure that largi' measure of 
iinaniinil \rhich ha.s characlerised the election. And furlhcr T think that 
wo can congratnlato ourselves particularly on the Ihree s])eochos we have 
just listened to. I^Ty Hononrablo frii tuls, Dewan Bahadur Pangachariav, 
Sir Hari Singh Gouv and TVIaulvi Mnh.-.inmad Yakuh, have all in the ])ast- 
renderi'd very great services to the growlh of eonstitntional I'ractici* and 
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parliamentary practice in this country, and I feel that in the three speeches 
that we have just listened to, they have all of them added signally to 
those services. (Hear, hear.) My Honourable friend, Dowan Bahadur 
Uangachariar, inade a point, which it was in my mind to make, and that 
is that the traditions that surround the Chair of this Assembly are not yet 
rix(Ml or completed because (liis House has not yet been in existence even 
ten years. \Vu feel tha( we may leave the building, or rather fhc further 
building ot' lliosc^ traditioiis in your experit‘nccd bands with the greatest 
confidence, and we liori' assure you of all our respect and that at all times 
we will eiuh'avour to support the dignity and the position of the Chair. 

*Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Hural) : 
Sir, I ris(' to congratulate* yf)n on your elevation to the (''hair. 1 do not 
wisli to repeat what has already been said by so many speakers, except 
to say fliis, that I associate myself with every word that lias fallen from 
the mouth of tlu' different speakers about \ou. I wish to assurt* you that 
you will reccMVe full co-Viperaiion from all Members coming from the United 
Provinces, whether ]\Inslims or Hindus, elected or nominated Members. 
With this assurances T again wish you a long career in this Chair and a 
brilliant one. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Kawaz (West Central Punjab : Muhammadan); 
bir, 1 have great pleasure in associating myself with the previous speakers 
who have paid tributes to your high qualities. Sir, I warmly congratulate 
you on your election to the high office of the President of the i^’ourth 
Assembly. You liave a brilliant record of which any one could bo proud, 
and we all know that yoii^ possess tact and good judgment. You know 
how to be firm and independent. You will need these qualities in the 
performance of your onerous duties and need them in a greater measure. 
We are perfectly confident that you will perform the responsible duties of 
your high otlicc with dignity, courage, al)ility and wise im])artiality. On 
behalf of niy party, 1 assure you of our support and We shall never be 
wanting in upholding the dignity of the Chair and I have evciy hope that 
you will maintain the rights and ywivileges of this House. Sir,' I wish you 
success. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United J’rovinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Hural): Sir, on behalf of the members of the Independent Party, 

I offer our sincere congratulations, and we associate ourselves with the 
sentiments exyiresscd by previous speakers. .Sir, though you may he new 
to the mazes <jf this Assemhlx Clia-mher, yet certainly you are not new 
to th(5 Indian Legislature. You have already heum a Mc'mhor of the Indian 
Legislature for fiv(* years from 101‘L10!R and during this ])t‘r]orl \ ou hav(' 
associatcYl yoursedf with inany important Hosolutions and Acts passi*d by 
the Central Lt.'gislature. You liave been associated (continuously with the 
Legislature for a j)criod of 27 years, and there is no other Indian who can 
hoast^jf a longer service in the working of the Legislatures than yourself. 
You arc not also new to presiding over the deliberations of the Assembly. 
You have guided such deliberations in your own province for threes years 
nhd any one who has followed the proceedings of the Bombay Legishative 
Council will admire the way and admire the tact which you used in guidingr 
its deliberations. You have taken a very great interest not only in pi’esiding 
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over Moslem Conferences, but you have also guided very successfully the 
proceedings of other conferences, such as the Commercial and Industrial 
Conference, which was held at Madras in the year 1922. We, on this side> 
jire confident that you will guide the deslinii's of this Assembly very tact- 
iully and guard the prestige of this House in the same manner as your 
pr(‘dee(‘ssor has done. In the cud, I congratnIat<^ you once more on 
i)(']i;df of tlie Indopendcnt Tarty. 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Jhaar Hepresenlalive) : Sir, I Ihink i hold a very (jiuer 
position in this House, for 1 am both elected as well as nominated, and 
it is a very queer j)(.)sition so far as 1 can understand, and 1 think times 
may ehaiigc when probably the situation will improve. As the sole re- 
presentative of Herar, 1 rise to pay my respects and olfer my corigratuJa- 
tiojis to the Clniir, not on l)ehalf (jf myself, but on behalf of the province 
to which I have the honour to belong. I entirely associate myself with 
the remarks and observations made by the previous spoaktTs about your 
merits and about your services. Sir, you have come to this House with 
a record of very distinguished services, with a reputation for impartiality 
and of having a bright vision and broad outlook. You liavi? always put the 
nation first and regarded all other considonitions as subordinate. You have 
tendered very valuable services in old days to the Indian National Congress. 
You have worked as a Municipal Councillor of Bombay, hut that was an 
lif.iiour bestoned on you by that city. Vou have also worked as Mayor 
of the Bombay (‘Orporatiou. That may be a little hit higher honour. You 
have also worked as an Executive (k)uncillor of tin* Bombay (lovirnment. 
That was an honour entirely in the gift of Government, and howsoever 
important it might he, 1 do not tiUach much importance to it. Vrm have 
also occupied the Chair of the Boinhav Legislative Council with great 
credit, but even that is an honour wliich was restricted and confined to 
one Presidency only. TiTe honour that we have done' today to you is far 
more important than all the honours put together. We have bcstow(\l on 
vou tlic higlicst honour that was possible and that was in the gift of the 
people. Sir, T am sure tliis cleclioTi will set at r(‘S( the doubts expressed 
i)y the ^lembers of the Pound Table Conference about the solution of the 
communal question, and we can tell them that wlien tlie time arises, w’e 
can settle all our differences, without regard to communitv, but with special 
rofenmee to iiu'rifs. Sir, I liave no doubt that you are worlhy of the eon- 
Hdenoe that- lias been re])osed in you by this House' and that you will 
discharge your duties to the satisfaction ^ f all concerned. Ycni came, you 
saw, and you tactfully captured us, not l)y fraud or by force, but by per- 
suasive manners, amiable nature and by the record of your flistinguished 
servi(*A‘s in the Bombay Presidency and yonr general career in public life. 
Sir, I w’isli vfm a happy career and T liope that you \^ ill i)ro])erly gtiide and 
lead us in all our jirocecdings., 

♦Mr. S. 0. Shahani (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Bural); Sir, 7 rfSc* to 
congratulate you most \varmly on your elevation to the Presidc'ntship of 
this House. You come from tlie Presidency to whicli 1 belong and I 
have had ample opportunities of watching your career with care. I have not 
the slightest doubt that you will not only show your rave knowledge of 
men and things in the discharge of the duties that have devolved upon 
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you now, but that you will hold the scales even between the different sec- 
tions* in this House. I wish you most cordially the rarest of success in 
the discharge of your functions. 

*Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division; Noii-Muhainmadau 
Eural) : Sir, while entirely associating myself with what has fallen from the 
previous distinguished speakers, I rejoice as a man coming from Bombay 
at the very high honour done to my Presidency. It is an honour, I say, 
which is unique in its uniqueness. In the course of the life of this 
Assembly, it has chosen its President four times and on three occasions a 
Bombay man has been chosen 8ir, the result of the voting shows that 
you have been elected President of this House, not only by all castes 
and creeds, but also by all schools of political thought in this House. 
Sir, you can also be proud of the particular circnin stances in which you 
are elected. It has been said on previous occasions on the floor of this 
House that a constitutional precedent or convention has been established 
here to the effect that if the ex-Speaker chose re-election he should be 
usually elected. In disregarding that convention, Sir, the House has done 
you an unique honour of which any man can be proud. 

Sir, your election as President of this. House will be particularly wel- 
come to the Press Gallery and the reporters, for under your Presidentship 
that odious creature, the political bore, with his unending speeches will 
tend slowly but surely to disappear. Sir, as I see other speakers on 
tenter-hooks to pour their meed of tribute and congratulations out to 
you, I shall conclude by sincerely congratulating you on the high position 
to which the House Has called you today and wishing you a very long, 
successful and honourable career. 

Before I resume my scat, I must speak one -word of reference to the 
noble sacrifice of Dewan Bahadur Bangachariar and Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub who have \vithdrawn their candidature and saved mutual friends 
from an extremely awkward position. 

[Mr. N. R. Gunjal (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) then delivered a speech in Marathi, a translation of. which will be 
printed later as an Appendix to these proceedings.] 

Mr, President: Honourable Members will excuse me if I am unable 
to give adequate expression to all that I feel on the present occasion 
when I have been asked to occupy the high position of President of this 
Assembly. I cordially welcome the offer which has been made from all 
parts of the House of help and co-operation. I realise to the full the 
extnMue necessity of that co-op'oration and help. No President can dis- 
charge his onerous dulies s.ucc css fully without such co-operation from his 
Honourahle colleagues. T am niost grateful for that offer. I hope that, 
in diisehnrge of our duly in the service of India, we will all co-operate 
together in the best spirit (Cheers) and in peace and harmony. Much 
has been said al)Out rny humble services in the past. I have always 
tried to serve the cause of India to the best of mv ability. If I have 
attained success to some extent, it lias been always due to the friendly 
co-operation of fellow- workers, and it is in tliat firm conviction that I offered 
myself for election to the Chair. No one roaliseft more than I do hoW 
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diffiicult th*is task is. I can only tell you that I will do luy host to dis- 
charge these onerous duties to the satisfaction of every section and ever>‘ 
interest in the House. I shall try to be a staunch custodijin of the rights 
and privileges of the House, (Hear, hear) and T need not assure you that 
I shall yield to none in maintaining the traditions and the dignity of this 
august Assembly. When T was called to the Chair of the P>ombay 
Legislative Council, T stated that I would keep before me the motto of 
judicial impartyility. (Hear, hear.) I tried to discharg.? my duti* -^ ‘hevt in 
that spirit, and I assure you- that I will keep that motto before me here 
to be judicially impartial on each and every occasion. While I occupy 
the Cha.ir I cease to belong to any interest whatsoever outside this House. 
Honourable Members will, I bo])e, excuse me if I do not detain them any 
longer. Tt will be a matter of satisfaction to me only Avbcn the time 
comes to lay down my office, that T may receive some appreciation from 
my colleagues as to the manner in which T may have discharged my duties. 
We are told that during the whole of one’s life-time one is a student. 
Well, I appear before you ns a student aspiring to honours marks, but will 
he quite content if at the end of my career you can give me at least pass 
marks. (Cheers.) 

Before I adjourn the House, T should like to inform Honourable 
Members that His Excellency the Governor General will address the 
Members of the Assembly in this Chamber this afternoon at 2-45 P. M. 
instead of at 2-BO as previously arranged and therefore Members are re- 
quested to take their seats before 2-30 p. m. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
19th January, 1931. 


ADDRESS BY HTS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY TO THE 
MEMBERS OE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

His Excellency the Viceroy: Gentlemen, it is my privilege today to 
w^elcome IMembers of this House to the opening session of the fourth 
Legislative Assembly. Among them are many who have already made 
their names in public life, and, if wc regret, as we must, the absence of 
some who have hitherto been frequent participants in our debates, we are 
glad to see again many, who are well known to the Assembly, along with 
others of proved quality in other fields, who have come forward to serve 
theiv country in this sphere. 

"My first duty is to offi'r Tny sincere congratulations to your Prosident on 
his election to his responsible and lionourabhi office. lie brings to his 
duties a w’idc experience of public affairs and of legislative procedure, and 
1 am confident that ho will discharge his important fi iictions with dignity 
and witli w ise iniparlialit> . Though tlir election has on this occasion l)t‘eii 
contested, I have no doubt, that, now the decision of the House b^s been 
taken the President will on all occasions be able to count upon tlie loyal 
BU|)])ort of all parties and persons in it. 

I would have wished that this Assembly might have been convened for 
its first meeting at such a date as would have enabled tliose of its members, 
who have attended the Round Table Conference, to be in their places at 
the beginning of the session. There are however certain fixed dates and 
certain requirements of procedure which have limited iijy choice in this 
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mall or. The lhailway Budget must be completed in time to permit us to 
bring the second-half of tlie general Budget before the House at the 
beginning of j\larch. Moreover, on tlio occasion of a new Assembly, the 
Standing Einanee Committee and tlu' Railway Standing Finance Committee, 
which at other times (complete the greater part of their task before the 
beginning of the session, have' to be reconstituted. There are also im- 
])ort;int measures of legislation, to wliicli T must ])reseait.ly refer, and for 
which it was (di'arly essential to give ample finu' for discuission. These 
wer(i all reasons whieh would have made delay iueonvonieut. 

On this particular 0 (*cMsiou loo [ was anxious that the woi’k of the 
session should la' com])U‘ted before' T laid denvu my olhei', and, as the 
date of my (le])arl\ire from India was nneertain until a week or two ago, 

I h'lt it desirable if possilile' to eoneludc' onr bnsiru'ss by about the third 
week in March. For these' reasons T decided to sinnme)n the House i!i the 
middle of January, and T trust that this may not have' expose*(l Hemoutablc 
j\Iembers to inconvenience'. Tt has meant, T fear, the absence today of 
(•(‘rtain prominent members from tlieir places, bnt, while regretting this, 

I trust 1 have' made plain the reasems that appeared to preclude the adop- 
tion of any other course. 

The same considerations of urgency did not apply to the Council of 
State, and, as their session will not open until February, T have had to 
forego the pleasure of addressing them on this occasion. 7 shall hope, 
however, towards the close of the session to ask the Mt'mbers of both Houses 
to givcj me an opportunity of taking luy formal farewell of the Central 
Ijcgislnture. 

For myself tins occasion must iieci'ssarily be tinged with regret. For 
it marks the opening of the last session of the Legislature with which I 
shall he concerned, and it brings neanu' the day when 1 shall have to say 
good-bye to many friends in India, amongst whom I am fortunate to count 
largti numbers, who are and who have been Membeis of this House. T 
am however happy to think that, wh»‘u the time comes for me to lay 
down the ivspousiiiilit ies of my present (diargc, I sliall hand them over 
to one, well known to India, who is singularly well tiualified to guide her 
deslinu's at this particular juncture, and who has during a long and dis- 
tinguished period of Indian public service already assured for birnself a 
place in the esteem and friendship of very many of India's people. 

Before I sjieak of the legislative and other business wliieh will oornc 
before the House tiiis session, there are certain important matters of more 
than departmental interest, which deserve mt'ntion. 

Our relations with Foreign States along the whole of our great land 
frontier eontimuj to be of a cordial character. On the North-West Frontier 
the disturbances, which mai'red the spring and summer months of last year, 
have sfibftidid, and, except in our relations with the Afridis, normal condi- 
tions may bt' said now to have been generally restored. As a result of 
two unprovoked invasions of the Peshawar District during the summer 
by lashkars of certain sections of the Afridi tribe, it was decided by my 
Government, with the concurrence of His Majesty’s Government, to take 
measures for the protection of Peshaw'ar against this danger, by preventing 
hostile concentrations from again using the Khajuri and Aka Khel plain, 
on the western berder of the Peshawar District, as a base for such attacks. 



ADDRESS BY H. E. THE VICEROY, 


45 


In pursuance of this decision some miles of road have been or are being 
constructed to link up the plain with adjoining areas in which communica- 
lions have been developed, and portions of the plain have been occupied 
hy troops with negligible opposition. A considerable number of troops have 
employed under very severe climatic conditions in these operations, 
niid have carried out their duties with the cheerfulness and efTiciency that 
is always (diaracdoristic of the Army in India. 

'Ihe situation (;rcated by the Afridi iiuairsions compelled my (xovein- 
iiH'fifc, in tlu* interest of the public safety, to impose Afartial Law in the 
]^'s]lawar District. 'J’lie Cliief Commissioner was appointed Chief Admin- 
istrator of IMartial Law, and made eveaw (‘ffort to ensure tliat there should 
he as little int(‘rfe]‘(me(‘ as possible with the ordinary administration. In 
this he was sueeessful, and now that provision lias been made otlierxi ise for 
tlu‘ continuance of certain emergency ])Owers under a. puhlie Safety Uegu- 
lalion, th(^ Alartial La\x- Ordinance is being witlidrawri. 

With tla^ approval of inv Oovermnent, the' Chief Commissioner in July 
last gave an undertaking that the administration of the live districts of 
the Province would be scrutinised, and if, on eom])arison with the adjoin- 
ing distrusts of the Piiiijab, the North-West Frontier Province adminis- 
tration appeared to be in any way deficient, especially in its beneficent 
activities, steps would lie taken, as funds admitted, to remedy the defects. 
The Chief Commissioner’s proposals in fulfilment of this undertaking are 
now nndor consideration. Among other measures, the reassessment which 
was recently made of the Peshawar District has been revised to bring it 
into accord with the Punjab Land Povenue Amendment Act. with the 
result tliat the total assessment was reduced by some Ps. 60 , 000 . 

Questions affecting Tncllans overseas have as always claimed the special 
attention of my (hjvcrnnioni . When T last addressed this House, I re- 
fcrnal briefly to llie Jiand Tenure Bill introduced in the Assembly of the 
Union of Soutii Africa, whitdi had <;aused considerable alarm among Indians 
in the IVansvaal. IMv Oovernment sought counsel from the Standing 
Commit te(' on Emigration on the far-reaching ])rovisions of this measure, 
and received from them valuable advice, to guidi' them in their line of 
approach to this difficult and delieati* problem. We fully n'cognise the 
serious implications of the Bill, and in jiartieular the effect it must have on 
the trading and business inter-ests of the Indian community in the Transvaal. 
Wo ari' aware too of tlie feelings of deep conei'rn wliieh Ihi' Bill has 
nvoust'd amongst those, whose interests arc threatened, and of the sympathy 
which is tVlt for them by their compatriots in South Africa j\nd in this 
country. I hiwv givini tin’s (piestion inucli anxious th<'>ught and personal 
att('ntion. Ev(‘rv o]iportunil v has been taken of renri'siaiting tlio Indian 
point of vif'w. and as our Vgent — Sir Kurina Roddi — announced c.t thi* 
recent eonft'nmee of the S' utli African Indian Congress, our views will 
ho coinmunicaled to ilio Union novernment. It is unnecessary to assure 
the H()us(' that w(' ari' making ovtTv endeavour, in co-operation with the 
Union Government, to secure an equitable solution, and I carne^tB ilope 
that the negotiations to be conducted by our represent ativo will result, 
after full and frank discussion, in an agroemont satisfactory to both f’ides. 

Turning to East Afri(?a, Plonouiable Momhers will rcmemlier that the 
conclusions of His Majesty’s Government have now been referred to a 
Joint Select Committee of Parliament. My Government are not ignorant 
of how widespread is the anxiety on the sevev.d questions that are involved, 
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;ind they have siibniitted tlieir views to this Committee through His 
Alajesty’s St'CTotary of State for India. We liave fiirtlier requested 
permission to ; M*sent our (s-ise tlirougli a representative from India. I am 
glad to inforii. tao lloust; that, in tlie event of that request being accepted, 
it is hoped llc-i our spokesman will bo the Eight Honourable Srinivasa 
Sa.stri, wla.-se ' l . dinoss to undertake any duty in the service of his countr\ 
iia i t V. r b;'. )! so conspicuous a characteristic of his public career, and 
\\ho is shurliy returuiiig from the Conference* to resume his seat on the 
Eoyal Commission on Ljabour under the Chairmanship of the Eight 
HoiKairable Mr. Wliitley. That Commission, after sparing no pains to 
see for themseives tin* labour conditions of India and to hear all shades 
of opinion, are now engaged in drafting tlan’r r(*port, and Honourable 
Alembers. who will be grateful to tlu'm for the maimer in which they 
have prosecuted tlieiv empiiry, will also he glad to hear that tliey expect 
to be able to comjilide their work next . la ich. 

I turn now to the main items of the business whicli will claim the 
attention of Honourable Members. It will bi* part of yoiir task to consider 
the measures for maintaining the financial position of India, which will 
be placed before you in due course by my Government, and I venture 
to say that there ean have been no period in the history of the country 
when financial problems have needed not only so much (*arnest considera- 
tion but also the co-operation of all the forces in India, which have power 
to help the situation. Tn using those words T have in mind not merely 
the needs created by the present economic crisis, but the task of finding 
adequate financial resources to give the new constitution now under discus- 
sion a favourable start. 

India, like the rest of the world, has suffered seriously from an almost 
universal trade depression, and in the nature of things has felt the full 
weight of the collapse in world prices of agricultural products. The troubles, 
arising from this state of affairs, as T recently had cause to point out, an* 
being seriously .aggravated by the disturbances resulting from the civil dis- 
obedience movement. T do not wdsli to dwell at length on this aspect of 
that movement today, nor indeed is it profitable to indulge in recriinina- 
tions about the r-ast. What concerns us is the present and the future, and 
I would ask all Honourable Members to ponder deeply on the injury which 
ihc present d is'-'*nsions’nre causing io tlie economic life of the country. 

If only distrust and attemjds to paralyse Govcirninent could be replaced 
by a spii’il of mutual confidence and co-oporation, then even in spite of 
the world crisis we might see the dawn of a new optimism in India, and 
the o])ening of iiew ways for the recuperation and diwe.lopmi*nt of her 
economic strength. 

M’here arc in paiLicular iw»j aspects c f the civil disr)l i‘dienc(‘ movement 
to wiiich# I must invite the attention (>■' Honourable Members. 

A little less than a month ago, T felt it my duty to have recourse again 
to the spe(*inl powers, wliicb T took hast year for the better control of tlie 
Press and of unauthorised news-sheets and newspapers, and for dealing 
with persons w'ho may instigate others to refuse tlie fulfilnu'nt of certain 
lawful obligations. Tn doing so T expressed my regret that the urgent 
nature of the emergenev. which necessitated the promidgation of these* 
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Ordinances, hud not allowed me to await the meeting of the Central Legis- 
lature, but I indicated the intention of my Government to bring these 
matters before this House at the earliest opportunity, 'i'hat intention we 
now propose to carry into effect by introducing legislation on these two 
subjects forthwith, and 1 must therefore briefly review the main factors 
which have led us to this decision. 

A political movement must be judged and dealt with, not aecordiiig to 
ilie professions of those who initiate it or caiTy it into effect, but iii^he 
iiglit of practical results. Whatever may be, or have been, the true object 
underlying the present eivil disobedience moveiiijent, Goveiiiinent still 
vees in many parts of India determined efforts to substitute aiiotlier autho- 
ijty for its own and to interfere with the maintenance of law and order, 
.jf which Government is the constituted guardian. 1 need not at this 
stage detail the several forms which isucli activities have taken. But none 
1 think is more pernicious, or more cruel to those wdiom it endeavours 
lo mislead, than the pressure put upon payers of land revenue and other 
ji.ibilities, to withhold payments that they are legally bound to make. 
Jn certain parts of the country those responsible for this movement have 
siiecessfully insligaii^d the witlihoidiiig of such payments, and in other 
parts \'igorous efforts a.re being made to this end. It is ver\ easy to see 
liow such a programme can be j)ut forward in attractive guise, especially 
at a time when the low ]n*ices of agricultural products have unhappily 
ei'cat(‘d a situation of great gravity. I would once more make it very 
plain that the special ])o\vevs taken by Government are in no w^ay intended 
lo modify the usual ])oliey, followed by Local Governments, ot granting 
suspension or remission of laud revenue, when economic circumstances 
demand it. Indeed, while the necessity of combating these insidious and 
dangerous attempts to cripple tlie administration constrained me to take 
these powers, I attach great importance to them as a means by which the 
^ small agriculturists may be saved from the effects of such propaganda by 
fieople, who tliernselves have little to lose, but w^ho are callously ready to 
involve the small landlioldcu’ in the risks of legal processes and even 
forfeiture of his land. Legislation on this subject will accordingly bo 
laid before you. 

We also propose to ask this House to give legislative sanction for 
a limited pcruxl to the provisions contained in the Press Ordinance issued 
a few weeks ago. Apart from the activities of tlic kind to which I have 
just referred, and which in themselves constitute so grave a menace to 
the public tranquillity, we have lately witnessed a disturbing increase in 
those crimes of violence, wdiicli have deeply stained the fair name of 
India, and which, I know, arc as abhorrent to the Members of this House 
ns they are to all other reasonable persons. 

The experience of the past few months leaves no doubt as to the 
existence of an organisation, whose insane objective it is to promote t ^ 
overthrow of established Government by the deliberate creation a,s 
of terrorism. I know that the vast majority of Indians deplore the growth 
of a movement whollv foreign to their traditions and instincts, and I see 
in the wide condemnation of outrages, and m particular in the 
evoked by the attack on His Excellency the Governor of the 1 unjab, a 
growing recognition of the urgent and paramount need of. removing ns 
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malignant cancer in the life of India. I desire to express my deep sym- 
pathy with the relatives of all who have fallen victims at the hands of 
assassins, and 1 gladly pay a high tribute to the skill and courage of those, 
who at the constant risk of their lives are engaged in the detection and 
prevention of terrorist plans. The devotion to duty of the otticers, higli 
and low, of every department of Governrnnet, in ditiicult and often 
dangerous circumstances, has been a feature of the past year of whicli 
all branches of the service may well feel proud. I and my Government 
in our sphere shall spare no effort to protect our officers and the public; 
but, whatever action Government may take in this matter, it cannot achieve 
complete success, unless it is assisted by the whole-hearted determination 
of every citizen to stamp out so evil a thing from their society. I ear- 
nestly appeal to all, who have at heart India’s good name, to show by 
action and words, which will admit of no doubt or reservation, that they 
regard the terrorist movement with repughanee, and those who are actively 
engaged in it, or extend to it their sympathy or support, as the worst 
enemies of India. 

Aincng other influenees which have undoubtedly tended to the encourage- 
ment of such revolutidnarv methods and violent crime, are certain sections 
of the Tress, whoso reiterated laudation of false sentiment and of distorted 
patriotism load all loo often to the injection of deadly ])oison into a cer- 
tain type of mind. Fair criticism of the administration or of our consti- 
tutional proposals I do not fear; 1 raflicr welcome it. But, when the 
great ])Ower of the Press is diverted from its true functions to dangerous 
and destructive doctrine, Government can no longer stand aside. 

I am very well aware that the two projects of legislation to which 1 
have referred must excite keen discussion and perhaps controversy, anfl 
r would gladly have avoided controversy at this time had 1 felt it to be 
possible. Profoundly hoping as I do that the outcome of the Hound Tabic 
Conference may he to assist the s])eedy restoration of normal conditions, 

I should have, preferred, if I could, to siis])eiid action, and await the advent 
of a situation in which special powers would no longer be recpiired. Hut. 
so far as the tcrj’orist movement is concerned, there is little ground fev 
supposing lliat those who direct it arc likely to he deterred from the'r 
course by const itulional agreements that may bo rcaclu'd. aiid, for tho 
rest, it is not possibh’ for Government to play the role of benevolent 
spectators, so long as (hose, who have been endeavouring to destroy it - 
foundations at every point, sliow no sign of abating their activities. !‘ 
therefore seemed elcar to my Government that, in the face of these facts, 
it would ho a. dereliction of our duty to refrain h’om taking the necessary 
protect ivo action, and it also seemed (dear to them that on sucdi vital 
issues the ^rombors of tiiis TTonse had both the right and the fluty t''* 
express their views. T am eonfidont that, when they (^xamine our yiro 
f)Osals, they will do so with a deep sense of the responsil)ility, which tlu v 
share with Government, for preserving the peace and stability of tin 

T have never concealed my view that action of this kind, necessary 
as it is, will not of itself give us the remedy that we sock for present 
disccintents. And, during the past two months, the thoughts of all, wlm 
have believed that honourable agreement is not beyond our grasp, have 
been focussed upon the proceedings of the Conference in London. There 
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were those, both in India and Great Britain, who openly scorned its 
ineeting, and, both before and since it met, have made scant conceal- 
ment of their hope that it would fail, little mindful of the gravity of the 
times, and of the need for their redemption on both sides by practical 
and courageous statesmanship. From the outset, there were many among 
the delegates from India who must have been conscious of the fact that 
their own faith in the efficiency of constitutional methods was not shared 
by many of their compatriots. In these circumstances, it demanded from 
them no small degree of political courage to disregard the povrerful 

pressure to which they were exposed, and men of every opinion can well 

afford to recognise the sense, of public duty, which impelled them to do 
what they deemed right in the face of much bitter contumely. 

Of those who went to England, there is one to w’hom I must 
make a special reference, for I feel assured that we should all 

wish to join in an expression of de(‘p sorrow that one of the most 
notable personalities of the Conference should not have been permitted 
to witness the outcome of the labours, to which, as it proved, he gave 
his last days ot life. 

The Conference, graciously opened by His Majesty the King-Emperor, 
is now about to conclude its labours, and wo await with eager interest 
the announcement to be made by the Prime Minister in the next few 
days. Pending that announcement I content myself with pointing to 
certain things, which already stand out in sharp relief. 

The first undoubtedly is the recognition by the Indian States of the 
essential unity of all India, and their readiness to take their full share in 
designing the instruments of Government, through which that conception 
of unity may gain concrete expression and effect. I do not underrate the 
difficulties that still have to be surmounted before these aspirations can 
be realised in their (*ntircty. But those need not blind us to the far- 
reaching and deep significance of the step taken by the Slates' repre- 
sentatives in London. T scarcely think I exaggerate wlicn I say that the 
historian a hundred years hence, commenting on these times, will find 
in it the turning point of the constitutional history of India. 

The Conference has bad two furtlier results that seem to me of incal- 
culable value. At the time of its convention the atmosphere was clouded 
witli misunderstandings on both sides. Opinion in Great Britain was 
ill-informed of the realities of thought in India; opinion in India, even in 
cindes where so-called moderate views prevailed, was suspicious and 
sce])tical of the purpose of Great Jh’itain. If ignorance and suspicion still 
lingi‘r, they reprcsiuil the rear-gu;ird and no longer the main body of 
opini(Ui ill llie two i-ountrics. Great Britain has I'ealised, as she has heard 
i< al first -hand from all scetions of the Indian delegation, something of 
till* new forces tbal are aniinc.ting the ]K)lilieal tbongbt of India, while 
India, feeling no longi'i’ that slie is mi. -.understood, is bi'lter pre])ari*d to 
recognise that British statesmen have approached the problem, not indeed 
ignoring real dillieulties, hut with a single will to find means by which 
they may he speedily and securely resolved. 

And thus it might appear that all, who have longed to see the , Con- 
fercince hoar fruit for the true healing of the nations, may takc’mAv hope. 
The London discussions have revealed a genuine desire on all sides to find 
practical means, by which speedy and substantial recognition may be given 
to the natural claims of Indian ])olitical thought. There is no one who 
will not deplore the fact that the work of the Conference should have 
been so gravely impeded by that problem, which continues to occupy so 
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pre-eminent and unfortunate a placie in the domestic life of India. Any 
constitution that is to work smoothly must obviously command the con- 
fidence of all conmumities, and in this matter India can help herself more 
than anybody else can help her. I would most earnestly trust that leaders 
of all communities would once more come together, resolved no longer to* 
allow the constitutional progress of India to be impeded by this cause, or 
India herself to lie under this reproach of internal discord and mistrust. 
Apart from this, it is evident that to many of those participating in the Con- 
ferencci, the influence of personal contact with men of differing views, along 
with the inspiration of the new and wider vision of a United India that the 
Conference has unfolded, has had the effect of presenting an old problem in 
new guise, and of leading them to revise some of their earlier views upon 
it. That way lies the best possibility for both countries of return to the 
conditions of ])eace and harmony that we all desire. 

Alanv times during, the last twelve months thoughtful men and women 
must have iionderi'd' deeply over what has been one of their most poig- 
nant and perjilcxing feature's. However mistaken any man may think 
him to he, and however deplorable may appear the results of the policy 
assoeiated with his name, no one ean fail to recognise the spiritual force, 
which imjiels. Mr. (landlii to count no sacrifice' too grt'at in the cause, as 
he believes, of I he India that ho loves. And I fancy that, though he on 
his side too thinks those who differ from liim to he tlu' victims of a 
false philosophy, Mr. Candhi would not be. unwilling to say that men of 
my race, who are today responsible for Government in India, were sincere 
in their attianpt to seiyo her. It has been one of the tragedies of this 
time that where ultimate jnirposcs hav(' perhaps differed little, if at all, 
the methods employed by some should have been, as I conceive, far 
more calculatc'd to impede than to assist tlic accomplishment of that 
largely common end. And, deeply as I crave to see the dawn of a hap- 
])ier day ,in India, I am bound, so long as a movement designed to un- 
derniiin; and sap the foundations, of Government holds the front place in 
!bhe programme of the great Congx*ess organisation, to resist it to the 
uttermost of my strength. Is it not now poss,iblc, 1 would ask, for those 
responsible for this policy to try another course that, in tlie light on the 
one hand of sinister events in India, and on the other of the encourage- 
ment offered to India by the progress of the Conference in England, 
would seem to be the more excellent way? A great deal remains to be 
done, for it has long been generally recognised that, if and when the 
broad lines of constitutional revision could be drawn, much subsequent 
detailed thought would be required for its adjustment to the particular 
circumstances of India. Quite evidently it would be for the good of 
India that all the best elements, both here and in Great Britain should 
join hands in the work of elaborating and bringing to fruition the under- 
taking so well begun in London, and thus place the seal of friendship 
once again upon the relations of two peoples, whom unhappy circum- 
stances have latterly estranged. On the wide basis of friendship and 
mu^pal respect alone can we confidently build the structure of a strong 
and self-reliant India, one within herself and one with the other partners 
in the British Commonwealth. I feel confident that I can count on every 
Member of this House to lend at all times such assistance as ma^; be in 
his power to the furtherance of a work, so fraught with consequence to 
the welfare of India, of Great Britain, and of fhal Empire, in which I 
very earnestly pray India may for all time be proud to take her place. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


GOVEliNOP GENP^RAIi’S ASSENT TO BILLS. 

Mr. President: I have the honour to infoim Honourable Members that 
the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Indian 
Legislature during the Simla Session, 1930, have been assented to by 
His Excellency the Governor General under the provisions of sub-section 
(1) of section 68 of the Government of India Act: 

1. Tile Indian JjUc Cess Act, 1930. 

2. The Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Act, 1930. 

3. The Indian Forest (Amendiiumt) Act, 1930. 

4. The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 1930. 

5. The Bombay Civil C.^ourts (Amendment) Act, 1930. 

6. The Benares Hindu University (Amendment) Act, 1930. 

7. The Hindu Gains of Learning Act, 1930. 

8. 'File Ajiner-Mcrwara Court-fees (Amendment) *Act, 1930. 

9. The ^Mussalinan Wakf Validating Act, 1930. 


ELEC’TION OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: T have to inform the Assembly that the following 
Members have been elected to the Standing Finance Committee : 

1. Eai Bahadur S. (’, jMukherjee. 

2. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, 

3. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. 

4. Mr. 11. S. Sarma. 
o. Pai Sahib TTarbilas Sarda. 

6. Kao Bahadur M. i\ Pajah. 

7. Mr. Arthur Moore. 

8. Mr. G. ^^organ. 

9. Mr. S. G. Jog. 

10. Seth Haji Abdoola Haronn. 

11. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal. 

12. Mr. C. C. Biswas. 

13. Ml*. K. Ahmed. 

. 14. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar. 

( 51 ) 


A 



ELECTION OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR 

RAILWAYS. 

Mr. President; I have to infonn the Assembly that the following 
Members have been elected to the Standing Finance Committee for 
Railways : 

1. Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan. 

2. Raja Sir Vasudeva Rajah. 

*•3. Khan Bahadur H. M. Walayatullah. 

4. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim. 
o. Mr. E. F. Sykes. 

b. Maulvi Sayyid Mmrtuza Sahcb Bahadur. 

7. Haji Chaudhmy Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

8. Mr. A mar Nftth Dutt. 

0. Mr. B. R. Puri. 

10. Mr. D. K. Lahiri (Jhaudhury. 

11. Mr. Blinput Sing. 


THh: INDIAN PRESS BILL AND THE UNLAWFUL INSTIGATIOxX 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, . , 

Sir Hari Singh Ck)ur (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I seiit some questions today 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Mr. President, before I proceed to 
move the first motion which stands in my name, I desire with your 
])ermission to inform the House of the intentions of Government with 
regard to two other items of business, of which notice has been given, 
though only one is on the list of business for today, namely, the motions 
for taking into consideration the Press Bill and the Unlawful Instigation 
Bill. 

T think that 1 can without any impropriety say that I have reason 
to believe that the House would be ready to give an attentive and favour- 
able hearing to the case which Government have to present for under- 
taking these Bills on the broad grounds of principle involved. His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy stated in his address on Saturday, the over-riding con- 
siderations of public interest that had decided him to issue, without 
delay, further ordinances on these subjects. His Excellency also said 
that Government had felt it right, on general grounds, to bring them before 
tlie Assembly by way of legislation in order that such legislation, on being 
duly enacted, might replace the powers which, under the existing 
ordin^yiqfs,^ will remain valid for a period of six months. These con- 
siderations of public interest necessarily stand good and, so long as that 
is so, the necessity for the powers must likewise remain. During the 
last day or two, however, intimation has reached me from many quarters 
of the House regarding the desirability of asking Honourable Members 
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U) proceed immediately with the consideration of these measures. It has 
been represented to me that the Prime Minister, on behalf of His Majesty's 
(jlc)vemment, is about to make a momentous’ announcement of policy 
which, it is hoped, will open up the prospect to all men of reason and 
LTOodwill of the possibility of the early restoration to India of conditions 
tranquillity and confidence. It has accordingly been suggested that, 
without prejudice to any question of principle or policy, and except on 
iTi-ounds of immediate necessity, this is not an opportune occasion for 
pressing debate on matters which must necessarily excite some degree 
.v+ (controversy. Having regard to the fact that the ordinances afford 
prc'st^nt protection against the evils with which the legislation is designed 
to deal, (Tovernmont do not desire to proceed immediately with the Bills, 
•,iid they appreciate, moreover, the sentiments inspiring the view that 
has been advanced as to the undesirability of taking action at this critical 
■juncture, which might in any way appear to prejudice the fruition of the 
i)ost hopes of the wisest minds in India and in England. For these 
reasons the (lovornmcnt of India have decided to refrain from submitting 
at the time originally proposed the motions of which notice has been given 
regarding these two Bills. They J^re confident that the House will 
rcc^ognisc the propriety of the course they took in seeking, with tlie least 
possible deday, the conimrrcncc of tlio House in the action taken. They 
;,n‘ equally confident that the House will appreciate that, if now, in 
defeicncc to wishes so widely and so earnestly expressed. Government 
r'Ost]^one this legislation, they must reserve their liberty to proceed further 
A\ith it. according to their discretion, while the Assembly is still sitting 
or. if the occasion should arise when this may be impracticable, to tender 
‘•uch advice to the Ooveruor General as the circumstances and their 
v ^ponsibilitics may appear to them to require. 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar (South Arcot cum Chinglepui: Non- 
Muhammadan Kural) : Sir, with reference to the statement made by the 
Honourable the Home Alember, as one of the persons who joined in 
ilic request to the Government, I wish to make the following statement:. 
While the postponemeut of the discussion of the Bills announced by 
I'hc Hunourabhi the Home Member just now is welcome to several 
Members on tliis side of the House on the ground that it gives them the 
required time, which they had not, to study the Bills carefully and the 
litcratuiH' on the subject and to give notice of motions relating to the 
Bills, it cannot but be regretted that the Government of India have not 
accompanied their statement by a further declaration announcing their 
determination either to suspend the operation of the ordinances to which 
the Bills relate, or at least their determination to issue the necessary 
•nstructions to Local Governments not to put them in force, except when 
they are compelled by extreme necessity to do so ; for with the ordinances 
at. work, a mere jiostponement of the discussion of the Bills, while it may 
be of some use by not adding to the bitterness of the situation, is not 
fuougli, \mlcss aceoinpauied by a genuine gesture, on the part of the 
Govcrunicut, to produce that calm atmosphere, which is needed forjin 
impassionate consideration and reception of the rreinier’s statement and 
of the decisions of the Bound Table Conference in the country, or to 
< voke the spirit of co-operation so earnestly pleaded for by Hig Excellency 
the Viceroy the other day. While appreciating the desire on the part 
‘f the Government to meet the wishes of the Members, I would once again 
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impress on the (rovcrument the necessity for complying also with the other 
portions of the request already made to the Government and indicated 
above. In. order to avoid any misapprehension of our attitude, I wish to 
add that our attitude towards both the Bills, as at present advised, I may 
assure the Government, will be one of opposition to the principles imdei- 
lying both 'the Bills, and of strenuous opposition to the former. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have listened with the greatest 
attention to what has fallen from the Honourable and learned gentle- 
man, but I regret that I am not able to add anything to the statement 
which I have just made. 


ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PHESIDENT. 

Mr. President: Before tlie regular business of the House is taken up, 
I should like to announce that, in pursuance of Order 5 of the Standing 
Orders of tlie Legislative Assembly, I have fixed Thursday, the 22nd 
January, as the date for the election to the olhce of ]3eputy President 
of this House. Each Member wishing to propose another Member as a 
candidate for election will ascertain that the candidate is willing to serve, 
if elected, and will hand to me md later than 12 Noon' on Wednesday, 
the 21st January, a notice showing the name of tin* candidate signed 
by the proposing iMember himself and by some other ]\rember as seconder. 

As soon as possible after tlie notices iiavf becai lianded to me. J propose 
to read out tin.' names of the candidates, together with their proposer- 
and seconders, and if there is more? than cue candidate, to take the ballot 
on Thursday, tlie 22nd January. 

The Secretary will issue a circular informing Honourable ^Member.' 
of the method by which the ballot shall be held. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy (Leader of the House): Witi: 
your permission. Sir. I should like to make a brief statement about th - 
business of the House. 

Having regard to the aniiouneement madt.* by my Honourable coi- 
haiguo, the programme for this week's Goveninient work naturally require- 
cc-nsiderable modification . 

On Wednesday we shall lake any business that may be left over from 
Tuesday, and in 'place of the Press Bill and the Unlawful Instigation 
Bill, the Govern nient propose on that da\ to i proceed with my Bill fur* 
tlier to amend the Indian Mercdiant; Shipping Act, and I shall make ; 
motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The Honour 
able Sii- George Sclnister will thereafter move that the Bill to gi\o 
oMcftcf the International Convention for the suppression of counterfeit 
currency be taken into consideration and also that the Bill be passed. 
Thereafter. I shall move the remaining motions necessary for passini; 
the small Bill which I introduced on Friday last to amend the Indiar. 
Ports Act. 1908. Finally, a motion will be made for leave to introduci 
a Bill to define and amend the law relating to partnership. 
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It is nob expected that this -list of business, which is all that Govern- 
iiiL-nt have ready at present, will occupy this House for more than, a 
| (jitiou of Wednesday, the 21st. If this anticipation is correct, there 
will bo no business before the Plouse on Thursday, the 22nd, except the 
.loclioii of the Deputy President, should an election become necessary, 
aiid time will thus become available for the sittings of the Standing 
I'iuanct? Con'iniittee and the llailway Standing Finance Committee. 
Kvi’i-y effort will be made to accelerate the production of the remaining 
iiills ^vhich Government propose, to bring before the House this Session, 
.(. that the House may not be left without enough business to transact. 


THE PUNJAB CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT 
(S UPPLEMENTAllY) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home IMeuibor) : Mr. President, 1 
I eg to move that the Bill to supplement the Criminal Procedure (Punjab 
.Nmendment) Act, 1080, ho taken into consideration. 

1 think, Sir, that it will require very few words from me to {iommend 
Oils motion to the favourable consideration of the Assembly. The facts 
ill eonnection with it are briefly these. Wjhen the measure which this 
r>ill is designed to suppicnient was under consideration in the local Legis- 
latui'e, an engagement was given on behalf of t)io Government that the 
C'nv(-'rninont of India would take the earliest possible opj^timity to lay 
'.(‘I'uia* the Legislative. Assembly provisions for the right of appeal from 
•,ii\ conviction by the tribunals constituted by tho local Act and for con- 
riiiuation by the Higli C'ourt of any sentence of dcatli tliat might be 
passi'd. It is unnect'ssarv for me, 1 think, to empliasise before the House 
till' ch'sirability and propriety of the introduction of tliese provisions, and 
i do not proposes to detain the House at any length on that point. I 
- -iVf no doubt ihat the .\ssembly will support the Government of India 
I. the public undertaking which they l^•lve given with I'egard to this 
Matter. Sir, T move. 

Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal (JuUundur Division: Nom^iruhammadan) : 
\\ ith your permission, Sir, I wish to say a few words in opposition t: the 
■notion that has been brought forward before tlu; House. 

^ly reason for opposing this apparently harmless motion is simple. 
Honourable Members must have noticed that in this Act IV of 1930, 

I lissed by the Punjab Legislative Council, and v.hich rec.eived the assent 
'•i His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General on the 10th Novem- 
ber. 1030, and under which a tribunal h‘?.s been constituted in the Punjab 
for the trial of certain offences by three Commissioners, a certain section 
has to be incorporated by this Suppldmcntary Bill to make provision that 
persons convicted by that tribunal shall have the right of appeal and 
lhat the High Court shall have the powrr to confirm sentences of death 
passed by that tribunal. Sir, it is a curious provision if I may say so. 
-My objection to this Bill is brietly this. If the whole measure which has 
been passed by the Punjab Legislative Council, together with this provi- 
sion for appeal, had come before this House, then this House would have 
bad an opportunity of examining the provisions of the measure and 
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expressing its opinion as to the desirabilitjr of effecting such a radical 
change in the criminal law of the land. Situated as we are, I say that 
ail undesirable measure from my point of view, making an inroad into 
the criminal law of the land, has been left to be passed by the Punjab 
Legislative Council. That measure is now a part of the law of the 
Punjab, and it is only one provision, this provision as to the right 
of appeal — which I am free to confess is one of the saving graces of this 
otherwise unfortunate measure — that has been left to be passed by this 
House. 

Now, Sir, we are' in this position. If we object to this Bill, we will hi- 
told, “You are objecting to the only good provision, according to your- 
self, ill this measure’'. If we do not object to it, then we shall be deemetl. 
to have tacitly consented to the whole measure by consenting to the 
provisions in this Bill. Again, Sir, there is another oddity about the situa- 
tion. iWhen this kueasure came before the Punjab Legislative Council, 
the people objected. The Government gave an assurance — ^the Honour- 
able Sir Henry Craik, the Leader of the Punjab Legislative Council, gave 
an assurance — ^that a Bill would be passed by the Legislative Assembly 
giving a right of appeal. One of the Members of the Punjab Legislative 
Council objected saying, '‘How can you say that a Bill like that will be 
passed? [You can only say that a Bill like that will be introduced”. 
Then an assurance was given by the Honourable Member for the Punjab 
Government that a Bill like that would be passed, and if necessary, 
would be certified. Therefore, Sir, we are in this position, that, without 
cur consent to it, this Bill has already been passed. We are supposed 
to have given our consent already, and in the schoolboy’s phraseology, 
the Government are telling us, "If you do not behave well, the rod will 
be applied to you. The tiling will be certified”. That is the oddity of 
the situation. If wc had all the provisions of that measure before us, 
a good deal might be said, but for tlu* present, with your permission, 
Sh, I would only say this. We object to this truncated measure being 
brought forward in this House firstly, tecause we are asked to pass this 
measure without having had an opportunity of examining the whole of tbt* 
provisions and scope of the measure, and secondly, because our consent 
has, so to say, been parted away by somebody behind our back, without 
giving us any opportunity of expressing our opinion thereon. In theso 
circumstances, I submit that the House should throw out this Bill, which 
is a short and small Bill, and request the Government to bring forward 
a consolidating measure, a complete mfiasurc incorporating the provision^’ 
of the Bill as passed by the Punjab Legislative Council and iilso any other 
provisions which the Government may think fit to add — relating to the 
right of appeal. Then the House will be in a position to discuss the 
whole measure and to pass it in whatever form it appears to this House 
to be fit and proper. 

•JHy. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, in support oi 
what my Honourable friend over there has already urged before the House. 

T wish to add a few observations. We have been indeed placed in a very 
awkward position at the present juncture by being called upon to add a 
clause to a measure, the nature and character of which remains a sealed 
book. W!e have not been taken into confidence, Sir, as to what the 
rn.ain features of that measure are, and we are asked in a blindfolderi 
manner to gjve it our indirect assent by adding a clause to it. Whatever 
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may bo the merit or the virtue of that clause, I submit we are entitled to 
l:no\v before we associate ourselves with that measure, as to what that mea- 
sure is. Now, it is hardly fair to this House that we should be called upon 
lo associate ourselves with a measure regarding which we have not got the 
least idea. If we were to go into the merits of that measure, I have no 
doubt 1 should be able to convince this House that it is a most reactionary 
measure. It really denies to a prisoner the elementary privileges which he 
has already earned during a long period in which the struggle for the 
recognition of the rights of a prisoner have gone on and I submit that it is 
only fair to this House that we should be allowed to go into the merits 
of the measure, before the House is called upon to give its decision with 
regard to the particular clause. 

Now, so far as the merits of that measure are concerned, I may be 
permitted to point out that almost at the very threshold we find that, 
although it happens to be a special and an emergency measure, its life is 
fixed for two years, with powder given to the liocal Government to prolong 
its applicability for another period of three years. Whoever, Sir, has 
hoard of an emergency measure being perpetuated for a period of live long 
years? Apart from that, all sorts of offences, whether they have been 
c*f)rnmitted before or after the promulgation of the Act, have been bioiiglu 
within its operation. What it means, Sir, is this— that if an offence was 
committed before this measure was even thought of by the local Legislature 
and a trial was actually proceeding in a coiui; of law under the ordinary 
procedure prescribed by the Criminal Procedure Code, the case can be taken 
out of the hands of that court and made over to this special tribunal, i 
consider that that is tantamount to denying justice, inasmuch as the 
measure passed by tlie local Legislature does not sufficiently safeguard the 
accused’s interests. I submit that it would be a. very great hardship for 
an accused person if liis case was thus taken out of the hands of an 
ordinary court and made over to a tribunal created under the Act with 
all the defects that that Act embodies. 

Now, Sir, when we conic further to examine the main provisions of that 
Act^ wc find, to start with, that the committal procedure has been com- 
pletely wiped out. As wc all know, the procedure prescribed under the Code 
is that before a person is called iipoii: to meet a grave charge like murder 
or any other serious offence in a court of Sessions, he has got the privilege 
of fighting out his case before a magistrate in inquiry proceedings, and he 
has the chance of convincing the magistrate that the charge against him 
is’ iinfoimded and frivolous and of asserting his innocence, before the matter 
goes further. He has lost that chance. Under the Punjab Ad, that pro- 
cedure has been completely wiped out, 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : On a point of order. Is it in 
order to discuss the provisions of an Act passed by the Punjab Council, 
w'luch is not before us for consideration today? 

Mr. President: T hold that the Honourable Member is quite in order 
on tile ground that the present Bill supplements the Punjab Act by pro- 
viding an appeal to the High Court and I think that any Honotlrcfble* Mem- 
ber desiring to do so can give reasons why he is opposing this Bill- tn 
doing so, he can refer to that Act. 

Mr. B. B. Puri; The committal procedure has with one stroke been done 
aw^ay with and the matter goes straight before the tribunal. Now*, the 
House will be astonished to learn that although the status lhal has been 
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given to this tribunal is that of a Sessions Court, the procedure which has 
been prescribed is not the procedure of a Sessions trial. The procedure 
for the trial is the procedure prescribed for a warrant case. That, I sub- 
mit, is really taking away one of the most precious privileges which an 
accused person enjoys. As we are all familiar, the trial before a Court 
of Session must under the existing law be conducted either with the aid of 
accessors or with the aid of a jury. In cases of a racial character, an 
accused person has got the right to claim a jury. He has further got the 
right to claim 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have ruled the Honourable Member in 
order in referring to the Punjab Act, but I do not think that it is necessary 
for the jmrpose of this Bill to go into such detail in regard to it. The 
time of the House is valuable, and I would appeal to the Honourable 
Member to deal briefly with the provisions of that measure. 

Mr, B. R. Puri: Now, Sir, 1 shall briefly allude to some of the main 
features of that Act without going into their details. In order that the 
House may be in a position to realise the enormity of this procedure, 1 
would like to place before you a specifle ease which is now actually pending 
befoi*e an ordinary tribunal in the Punjab, and which but for the absence 
of an appeal clause would have been at this stage tried by the special 
tribunal created by this Act. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Will the Honourable Member be 
order in referring in any degree to a matter which, on his own statement, 
is still pending Ix'forc a court of law? 

Mr. President: No reference can be made to a case which is sub judice, 

Mr. B. R. Puri: With reference to the warrant procedure, 1 will briefly 
point out how this warrant procedure, instead of expediting the proceedings, 
is likely to protract them. The main object and the underlying principle 
of that Act was and is that, in order to expedite the disposal of cases of 
this character, a procedure was devised under which cases would be 
(‘oncluded earlier than under the ordinary procedure. Well, now, that 
desircj may be a- very commendable desire and 1 have no grievance against 
that. But I am certainly entitled to show to this House ihat in the guise 
of that expedition, (pertain most valuable privileges have been denied to 
.accused persons. Now, for instance .... 

Mr. President: Order, ordt‘r. r have allowed the Honourable Member 
to deal with that Act for reasons w'hich I have already explained. I should 
like to bring to the notice of the Honourable Member that the Bill before 
the House contemplates providing an appeal to the High Court. It is to 
my mind relevant to say that though in favour of an appeal to the High 
Court the Honourable Member wishes to oppose this Bill as a protest 
against tiio^Punjab Act. For that purpose I do not think it; is necessary 
that Honoiirablc Members should go into such details, as the Honourable 
^Fember is doing. I would ask liim not to bo so long in putting forward 
bis reasons for opposing this Bill. It has to be remembered that the Bill 
before the House is a Bill for providing an appeal to the High Court and 
nothing else. 
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Mr. B. E. Puri: Well, iS;ir, I very much regret, that, in fR*der to make 
my position clear, I have yet to place before the House some further facts. 
The first point I should like to place before the House is this. Are we 
supposed to assent to this particular clause without, as I submitted in the 
beginning, knowing the nature or the character of the Act itself? It is 
open to us, after the whole matter is threshed out, to come to the con- 
clusion that no appeal is needed, that is quite conceivable. But then, on 
wliat material are we going to decide whether the appeal should or should 
1)0 allowed unless we go into the merits? 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Xon-]\ruhammadnn) : Quite so. 

Mr. President: The Honourable ^fember will be perfecUy relevant if 
lie convinces the House that no ap])enl is needed. (Laugbler.) 

Mr. B. R. Puri: It will be for ihe House lali'.r on to come to any con- 
clusion. But I have to discuss 1h(‘ maicria! which really is relevant for 
tlii* purpose of coming to a right conclusion. I do not for a moment urge 
that no a})pcal should be provided because, if the Bill is bad from beginning 
to ( ud, there might be some consolation in having some wrt of clause added 
wliicb might remedy the defects of that Act, but su))pose tomorrow, Sir, 
— llio House will pardon me for a little digression, — a Bill was brougbu in 
wliorein a local Legislature wore to make a law that every head constable 
or Sub- Inspector of Police could try eases on the spot and pass all sorts of 
-enii'iiccs, and for the purpose of an appeal clause being add('d the matter 
was l)rouglit before this House, would we be justified in not looking into and 
xainining such act which conferred upon such persons such wide powers? 

Mr. President: I am soriw to interrupt the llonoiifable Member, i 
think T have made mv })ositioii ])erfecily clear. T have allowed Honourable 
Aletubcrs to deal with the Ihinjab Act by way of nderemfe, in order to 
<1 k)W to this House that they wish to ()))])ose the })rcsont Bill ; and I want 
again to em])lia.sise that ihe only measure before the House is the present 
Bill and not ihe Punjab Act. 1. would he glad io allow any Honourable 
Member io give liis reasons by way (d‘ illustration why he wisht's to oppose 
this Bill. But obviously the Punjab Act is not before ibis House; and it 

luinecessary to bring forward all the pi'ovisions of ihat Act merely for 
Ihe ])iu'pose of forming an opinion as to whether the House is ])rcpared to 
•u'cept the Bill or to reject it. T hope tlie Honourable iMembor will not 
iJiirsue the lengthy observations he is placing before the House in regard 
TO the provisions of the Punjab Act. 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, 1 would like to point out that we have established 
•! (convention in tliis House that, at the ccmsideral ion stage, we can discuss 
■1 Bill a little more in detail and that we can digress. I would like to 
<*pj‘ea] to yon, Sir, on the first day that yon an' (x*cu])ying the Chair .... 

An Honourable Member: On a point of order.,. . . 

Mr. President: TJrder, order. I know perfectly well what the proper 
]>rocodiire is; and I may at once tell the Honourable Member that if anycme 
wislies to address the House in the minutest defail in regard to a jSill that 
is before the House, L will not prevent him from doing so. If however 
:iny Honourable Member wishes to bring forward any matter which is not 
directly before the House, I will allow him to do so, provided it is relevant, 
^0 debate can proceed on tlie basis as if the Punjab Act was hefin’o the 
House for consideration. That I cannot and will not allow. (Applause.) 
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Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muliam- 
mudan) : Sir, as I understand this Bill, it is called a Bill to supplement the 
Criminal Procedure (Punjab Amendment) Act, 1930. Consequently it mus: 
be treated for the purpose of argument as part of the Punjab Act. It is 
a Bill intended to supplement the provisions of that Act; and while I aiu 
perfectly certain that my Honourable friend does not wish to enlarge upon 
or go minutely into the provisions of that Act, I hope, Sir ... . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is aware that when the point 
of order was raised T ruled that it was in order. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Yes. 

Mr. President: T’hcn nothing further need be said about that. 

Mr. B. R. Puri: After that ruling from the Chair, 1 trust I am entitled. 
Sir, to go into the merits of the Act with a view to convince this Hou'i- 
whether an appeal should or should not be provided. 

Mr. President: 1 do not think 1 can make myself clearer than I liuvr 
tried to do. The Honourable Member can refer to that Act. I ruled bin 
in order, but Jie has to bear in mind that the Punjab Aet, as a Bill, is not 
before* this House to be discussed as if we were considering the provision- 
of that Bill. If the Honourable Member refers to that Act, he can do s* , 
but his ol)sc‘rvations should be such as can bo us(d‘ul to the House in tin 
consideration of the Bill under discussion. 

Mr. B. R. Puri: Well, Sir, 1 submit that so far as the Punjab Aet i- 
concerned, it is a measure which from beginning to end is of such a cliaicic- 
tcr that, if it had come before this House, it would not have been tolerated 
for a moment. But that is not the point; that question we are debarroii 
from considering in this House, as has been pointed out by the Chair, and 
I must obey the command of the Chair so that that matter goes, Bui. 
Sir, 1 Jissert that we are entitled, in order to be able to dispose of tla* 
question that is now before this House satisfactorily, to look jnto tin* 
merits of that Act at least for this limited purpose; and having regard to 
this consideration, I submit I should be allowed to toueh upon and deal 
very briefly with sonic of the salient features of the Punjab Aet. As 1 
have already pointed out, so far as the committal proceedings are con- 
cerned, that is done away with. So far as t\w, waiTant procedure is cou- 
eernefl, that is a f)ro(!edure whjcli deprm*s an accused person of his righ* 
of being tried by a jury or assessors as the case may be. 

I pass on now very briefly to certain other provisions. There is a provi- 
sion in the Act, which permits the admission of certain heresay evidenci*. 
Now, that being so, I submit, without asking this House to review or repcni 
in any way or amcaid or improve that Act, for tliat is beyond us, that an 
Act whjcli actually allow.q the use of evidence, which under the existing 
law is not permissible, to be led would really promote protraction ratlai* 
tlrnn «exf)edite matters, and the professed object of the Act would be com- 
pletely frustrated. Therefore I have got to bring to the notice of tht 
House such provisions of that Act as throw a considerable amount of light 
as to what the real internal object underlying that Act is. Tt is not ha* 
the purpose of expediting the proceedings that that Act has been introdur* 
ed, but with a view to deprive the accused person of some of his most valu' 
able rights. Another instance, that the Act in reality prolongs the |>re- 
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ceediugs rather than in any way curtailing them, is that, so far as the 
warrant procedure is concerned, it provides a double set of crossr examination, 
whereas if the Sessions Court procedure had been followed, a single cross- 
examination is all that is allowed under the law. These instances give us 
the true insight into the underlying objects of the Act made by the Punjab 
Legislature. It would be abs<^lutely essential for this House carefully to 
look into those provisions, as I have submitted already, if not with a view 
to improve them, at least with a view to satisfy ourselves whether it is a 
measure with which this House would like to associate itself at all. It is 
a measure which is really indefensible, and as such w'e would be stultify- 
ing ourselves if we at all allowed our own seal to be put upon it. 

There is one thing more I would like to add and it is this. As has 
already been pointed out by my Honourable friend, a sort of an undertak- 
ing has already been given. Now what does that undertaking mean? 
What does it really convey? It was conveyed to the local Legislature at 
tlic tinu^ when this Hill was presented in that House that,^ inasmuch as 
the local Legislature was not. empowered to confer any jurisdiction upon 
the High Court regarding appeal, that ay)peal would hereafter be provided 
by this Honourable House. Now, it is in pursuance of that undertaking that 
tiiis measure is now before us. Sir, I submit, it is very unfair to this 
House, which has got the right to judge for itself and to give its decision, 
tliat its judgment should liave been thus pledged already. 

Possibly the Punjab Government had an vyo pii the* ultimate power of 
certifi(*ation which can bo invoked as the last resort. That power cannot bo 
denied — ^^it is always there — although opinioric; may ditjer as to the wisdom 
of using it too frequently. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : It is 
perfectly plain. Sir, that the situation that has been created by this mea- 
sure ,is extremely anomalous. The House is not sup])osed to discuss the 
merits of the Punjah Act which it is required to supplement by this J3ill. 
I take it for granted that the Act was passed hy the Punjab Legislature 
itself and not by certification by the Governor of the Punjab. It would 
liave been much more satisfactory if the Houonrahle jMoiuber in charge of 
the J3ill had given the House some idea of the salient provisions of the. 
Punjab Act. (Hear, liear.) It is much to he regretted lliat he has not 
said one word about the procedure ado])ted in the Punjab Act for the trial 
of the class of cases with which it deals. Unfortunately, however, we 
cannot deal with tlie merits of that Act, thougli wc have a general idea, 
that it is an Act which is out of the way of the ordinary law. (Hoar, hear.) 
It is called an Emergency Act, hut is for five long years. This is a new 
definition of eim'i’gencv (Laughler.) which we have learnt. But, Sir, all 
the same, the Act is tliere and the supplemcntarv J^ill is intended to pro- 
vide a right of appeal to the High Court and also in cases of sentence 
of death gives power to the High Court to annul the sentence or rather to 
refuse to confirm the sentence if the sentence is not in accordance with 
evidence or law. That is the siipplomentarv Bill now before •tlfe House. 
But we do not know how far the powers under the procedure provided in 
the Punjab Act would be effective or illusory. I know some of tlie powers, 
given under some of the special Acts to the High Courts arc extremely 
illusory and I do hope that in this ease at least the powers are of a some- 
what real charaeter. Any way. Sir, it cannot prejiuliee an aeeiised ])er- 
son to have the right of appeal to the High Court . At any rat(» he can 
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have the facts reviewed by another tribimnl, a higher tribunal, and a tribu- 
nal which does enjoy the confidence of the country. That in itself is a 
gain to the prisoner (Hear, hear.) and I should be sorry indeed, now that 
the runjab Act js in force find we cannot deal with it in any way, to de- 
prive Jiny prisoner, especially a prisoner who has been tried under the 
special procedure, of the right of appeal. I doubt very much whether any 
TTonourable 'Memlicr of this House will vote against a provision of this 
character. That is all T have to say. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter (Law Member) : Sir, much of 
what has been said by the first two speakers this morning might with 
cogency and with relevancy have been said when the Punjab Bill was be- 
fore the Punjab Legislature. But in my submission all that is irrelevant 
so far as the present measure is coneerned. We cannot here .... 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Muham- 
madan Rural) : Ts it permissible for an Honourable Member to argue against 
the ruling of the Chair, Sir? You have said it was relevant. 

Mr. President: Order, order. It was perfectly open for the Honourable 
Member to have risen in support of the point of order raised by the Hon- 
ourable ^Member Mr. Arthur Moore. At this singe, T will not allow any 
Honourable Member to say that i\ particular speech or discussion is irrele- 
vant after a point of order had been raised on that issue and the Chair 
had ruled that the matter is relevant and in order. (Hear, hear.) 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I beg your pardon, Sir. I said, 
'much of what has been said*. T did not say the speeches were irrchwant. 
Much of what has been said by the first two speakers could have been said 
with cogency and with i^clevancy in the Punjab Council. I never intended 
to question for a single moment the ruling of the Chair. That was far from 
my intention, Sir. In dealing with the arguments which liavc been adduc- 
ed, T was going to differentiate between what was relevant and what was 
irrelevant. The Chair ruled out the irrelevant and these arguments were 
not pursued. It was only to introduce that that I made mention of 
iiTclevancy. It was not in the slightest degree in my mind to question 
the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. President: I accept the explanation. 

The Honourable 9ir Brojendra Mitter: Here on the present occasion, 
Sir, wc cannot in any way amend or abrogate the Punjab Act. That is 
perfectly clear. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: That is the most unfortunate part of it. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: It may be unfortunate but it is 
the fact. We cannot touch the Punjab Act in any way here. If the 
Punjab Act was necessary, I here was a certain lacuna in it which the 
Punjab JJ?jiiislature could not provide for. It is necessary for us to fill 
that lacuna. It is one of the objects of the present Bill to fill that lacuna. 
The Punjab Legislature could not deal with the jurisdiction of the High 
Court, and therefore to give the accused a right of access to the High 
Court we liad to bring in this measure. That is the necessity for this 
measure. If this measure was necessary, as the Punjab Legislature thought 
it was necessary, we are here, to fill the gap. If the measure is opprcssiive. 
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and it lias been suggested that the measure is oppressive, we are here to 
mitigate the rigours of that oppression. It is for that purpose that this Bill 
has been brought forward, ^r, a similar measure was enacted in Bengal 
in 1925 as the Punjab has passed. After the Bengal Act., it was necessary 
for the Central Legislature to provide for an appeal to the High Court. We 
are doing the same thing here. 

Sir, 1 shall mention one other fact in this, connection apropos of the 
charge of the measure being oppressive, and it is this. I have myself 
been associated with a number of trials in Bengal under the Bengal Act 
of 1925. There were in my time, when I was Advocate-General of 
Bengal, several trials under the special procedure laid down by the 
Bengal Act. Not in one instance was the decision of the special tribunal 
to my knowledge reversed by the Higli Coui*t. Not in one instance was 
llicre any adverse comment in the public press that the trial was either 
unfair to the accused or that the special procedure in any way denied to 
the accused any of the rights which the accused ought to have for the pro- 
per defence of his case. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzzaffarj)ur cum Champarau ; Non-IMuhiUJi- 
madan) : The decisions were as one-sided as the evidence. 

The Honourable S'^r Brojendra Mltter: There was no conmu nt, Sir. jn 
the public press to my knowledge. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhainmadan liuralj : 
Qu(‘stion ! 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: There was no comment to my 
knowledge in the public press that any accused was dcijticd any opportuiiit.x 
of adducing any evidence whi<*h he wanted to place before the tribunal. 
So far as tlic administration of the Bengal Act was concerned, and the 
trials held under the Bengal law were coneeriied, there was. no grievance 
whatsoever to n\\ knowledge either from the accused or the public iii 
general. ' 

^Ir. B. R. Puri: Sir, is the Honourable Member entitled to import itU; 

personal knowledge in connection with matters (The rest of 

the sentence was drowned in laughter.) 

Mr. President: ('citainly he is. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I do not den\ for a single mo- 
iiKUit that the Bengal Act was with a certain section of the ]>eople extre- 
niolv unpopular. But the working of the Act soon reconciled that section 
to tiie provisums. of the Act, witli the result that, when in 1930, that 
very measure was brought before the Bengal Council for re-enactment, it 
was passed by that Council by an ovcwhelming majority. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Cbittagong and Bajshahi Divisions : Non-lMuhamiuadau 
Hural): Then why don’t you have special tribunals in all provinces and 
for all offences if they w’ork so well? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: And permanent tribunals too! 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I will answer that. Sk. I*liavc 
not got the figures of the voting in the Bengal Council, but T find that the 
Bengal. nuaisure was passed last year without a division. That shows tluil 
the previous five yeais’ working of tli(' Bengal Act had not been unsatis 
factory. 
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Mr. B. Das: I am sorry for the Bengalis! 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Now, Sir, in all these matters 
I take it that it is not an unwise thing to be guided by past experience. 
Five years’ working of the Act in Bengal was not unhappy, and it is 
hoped that the experience in the Punjab will be equally happy. (Laughter.) 

Sir, T shall answer the .question which was put to me by my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Mitra, why we do not set up special tribunals for all 
offences. The answer is simply this, that we are not dealing with ordi- 
nary crimes but with extraordinary crimes. For ordinary offences there 
are the ordinary tribunals. These terrorist offences are extraordinary; 
they arc against the traditions and sentiments of the people of this 
country. They are an exotic; and in order to deal with that particular 
species of crime, it is necessary to set up a special procedure and that is 
what Bengal has done and that is what the Punjab has done. 

Sir, I will not detain this House am^ more in justification of the 
measure. That is not my function here. My function here is to speak 
on this Bill, and all I say is this, that if the Punjab Act is oppressive, 
we are seeking to miiigaic its rigours. If the Punjab Act is necessary, 
we are here to improve its usefulness. Having regard to these obvious 
objects, it really passes my eomprehensiou why there should be any opposi- 
tion at all. I can well understand that Honourable ^Members wlio come 
from the Punjab, and who do not like the Punjab Act, wanted an 
opportunity to vent their feelings. "J^bey have done so and T hope they 
will leave it at that. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Sir, the Punjab has always been a source 
of trouble to us. It has been a source of trouble to us in the Bound 
Table Conference and it is now again a source of trouble to us in this 
House. I wish we had the power to exclude the Punjab from British 
India. Unfortunately we do not possess that ])owcr as yet, but I hope 
that after the new reforms have come into existence we will have that 
power and we will utilise it. As it stands at present, although I am 
unable to go so fai* with rny PTonourable friends from tlie Punjab as to 
say that we entirely oppose this Bill, I quite agree at the same time 

with the Honourable Members, tvho have said that tlie Bill is so mis- 

chievous, that we cannot silently go into the lobby on this Bill because 
a silent vote on this Bill is really calculated to misinterpret our position. 
l > Noon Therefore it is necessary that we should make our position 
quite clear. Without going into the details of the l^unjab 

Act, Sir, let me tell you that we, on this side of the House, entirely 

dissociate ourselves from that Act and that we strongly protest against 
such an Act, as the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act, being placed 
on the Statute-book. (Hear, hear.) Wc want to make it clear that our 
association with the present Bill in any way should not be understood to 
mean that we approve of the Punjab Act. At the same time, this House 
will not, on principle, be justified in throwing out or opposing the present 
Bill, which gives a right of appeal and review to and by the High Court. On 
] »rinciple».tie House .should not oppose any Bill which gives a right of 
appeal to the prisoner. But I wish to make it clear that, by passing 
this Bill, I do not think we are going in any way to diminish the rigour 
i)f the Punjab Act or are doing anything in favour of the prisoner, because 
the method of taking evidence under that Act and the one-sided character 
of trial will make it impossible for the High Court to interfere with the 
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iiidgment of the tribunal. There will be nothing before the High Court 
Which would justify the High Court in interfering with the judgment of 
the lower court, because the material on the record would not justify any 
nterfercnce. I cannot therefore agree with the Honourable the Mover of the 
or the Honourable the Law Member, Avhen they say that this Bill will 
in any way mitigate the rigour of the Punjab Act. But on principle we 
do not oppose this Bill; it is on principle alone that this House cannot 
reject the Bill which gives a right of appeal to the prisoner, however poor 
and inadequate that right may be. With these words, Sir, I want to 
explain my position. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Sir, I thhik Maulvi Muhammad Yakub has really 
foiK.hed the point. The whole point surely is, how will the action of this 
J louse be interpreted if we throw out this Bill, or if we pass it. .\nd it 
is: (111 that ground that I would like to appeal to Mr. Aggarwal to with- 
draw his opposition, because 1 understand the feelings of that section of 
rlic House concerning the Punjab Act. We know that they oppose and 
disapprove of that Act. Now, the whole question is whether, by passing 
iliis Bill (which Mr. Aggarwal himsedf said represented a redeeming feature 
find fended h) inqu'ovt^ (hat Act), we are in any wav committing this 
House to approval of the principles of the Punjab Act. Sir, what becomes 
■if provincial autonomy if this view were to be established? How is pro- 
vincial autonomy to become a reality, if Honourable Members say that 
rile -Punjab should not be allowed to pass its own Acts, or if they say 
rliiU this ] louse, by dealing with a subject with which it is competent 

deal and ought to deal, but which has a bearing on provincial Icgisla- 
rion, is thereby taking upon its own shoulders the burden of responsibility 
for something for which it has not the slightest responsibility? Sir, could 
paradox go further than this — (hat when we get a Bill 6P which 1 think 
t verv Member of this House in his heart of hearts approves, a Bill to give 
i right of appeal, we should be asked to throw it out as a gesture, and 
an Honourable Member should go so far as to say that he would prefer 
ro see it made law by an act of certification? Surely, that is very 
damaging to us in this House. We wdsh to increase our own powers; 
wc wish to establish for ourselves a position. I suggest that if we were to 
follow the advice of Mr. Aggarwal, we should be damaging our own posi- 
tion. and we should certainly damage the prestige of this House in the 
» yes of the country by saying that wo did not wish to provide for this 
right of appeal. On these grounds I w'ould appeal to Mr. Aggarw'al not 
'o press his opposition to a division, because w'c perfectly understand his 
>pposition to the Punjab Act which ho has made clear. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I think the Honourable the Law^ Member and 
the Honourable Mr. Arthur Moore seem to be at cross purposes though 
t>nth are in favour of this Bill. I would ask the Honourable the Law^ Member 
'>ne question, and that is a question w^hich clinches the w'^holc case. That 
question is, will the appeal to the High Court be effective if the procedure 
in the trial court, has been such as is not in conformity with the ordinary 
provisions of the law? T submit that is the main question; wdiat Mr. 
Aggarw'al and Mr. Puri have been contending is though this provision for 
the appeal to the High Court is enacted by this Bill, it is purely a<!%«niilal 
(provision and that the accused has been deprived of the right of appeal 
to the High Court by the special procedure of ti-ial, inasmuch as there 
would be no commitment, inasmuch as the Commissioners will be appoint- 
ed by the Local Government and not by the High Court, inasmuch as, 
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in defiance of the provisions contained in the Evidence Act, section lo 
of the Punjab Act provides for the admissibility of evidence taken in the 
absence of the accused and without giving him an opportunity for a cross- 
examination .... 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Slmll 1 answer tin? Honourable 
Member’s question? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: You can answer as soon as I have finished. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: 1 will answer it now because it 
is very short 

Hr. President: Not unless the Honourable IMember is i)repared to yield. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: 1 submit therefore that these are departures from 
the ordinary procedure; and in so far as these are departures from the 
ordinary procedure, they deprive tlie accused of the effective right of appeal 
to the High Gourt. My .Honourable friend the Law Member said that the 
Bengal Criminal Jjaw Ordinance was passed in 1925, and that he as £IiV 
Advocate-General of Bengal ])rose(*uted niaiiy eases, and there were appeals 
to the High C-ourt, and the High Court did not interfere in a single case. 
Sir, that is the imforLunate predicament in which the Punjab appellant 
would be ])laced. (“Hear, hear.” from the Nationalist Benches.) He is 
tied hand and foot by the arbitrary trial and then buried into the sea 
with a direction that he might swim ashore. It would bo impossible; that 
is the complaint of the Ihmjab ^lembers who have spoken on the subject. 
What they complain of is this; that this Punjab Act, by its special pro- 
cedure, deprives the accused of the right of jury trial, deprives the accused 
of the right ev(‘ii of having asses.sors at his trial and dejwives ])im fi]iall\ 
of the salutary provisions of the Evidence Act in the cases mentioned in 
section 10. The Punjab A(d makes a clean sweeq) of tlu‘ general law 
enacted in the Criminal Procedure Code, which entitles an accused xo hear 
and (fross-examine witnesses before the committing court. Depriving him 
of these provisions, what has the High Court to do in apj)eal? The High 
Court may say, “Well upon this record as T find it, you are guilty”. But 
should it have been the record as the High Court finds it? I'liat is the 
main question in the whole case, and that is the gravamen of the com- 
plaint of my friend ]Mr. Jagannath Aggarwal and Mr. Puri and on \vhich 
the Honourable the Home Member has not given any answer at all. And 
the Honourable the Law IMembcr, w^hen he ran to the rescue of the Home 
Department, all he ciould say Avas that everybody was happy woth the 
Bengal Act and everybody would be happy under the Punjab A(jt. (.-L/ 
Honnnmhle Meinbrr: “Let us make bappv ilie whole of India!”) I am iiiiite 
sure w'hen he said that lie spok(‘ with his tongue in his cheek, because if 
he was to irn'ct us in the lobby. F am perfectly certain ho w'oiild sa\'. ”T 
do not like this infernal Bill, what can T do?”. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: I do like it. 

Sirl£uri Singh Gour:» He said, oh, this Bill is intended to mitigate tiu 
rigour of the Punjab Act. T am quite glad that it is intended to mitigate 
the rigour of the Punjab Act, but the mitigation is illusory; it is insuffi- 
cient, it is ineffective, and it is because it is illusory, because it is 
ineffective, that we are entering a protest against the introduction of a 
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measure like this and against the procedure adopted by the 'IVeasiiry 
33enches in asldng our consent to piece-meal legislation when the whole 
piece of legislation should have been brought before us and wo should 
have had the opportunity of examining it, clause by clause, and seeing 
how these interdependent provisions will work either to the prejudice of 
the accused or to the prejudice of the prosecution. That is a coniprehen- 
Rivc view which we would hiive taken of the whole Act. That privilege 
we have been deprived of. \Vc have protested before, and we wish to 
protest once more, that so long as tlic Central Legislature has the power 
of legislating for all India, we should be given the power of looking at 
the Bill as a whole, ?md not* partially, and saying that, “The ro.*,t of it 
is screened from your view, you can have a peep at it, but you cannot 
disturb it, and that so far as the rest of it is concerned, well, we arc 
going to give you sonic sort of right of appeal”. Now, Sir, wc are not 
satisfied with that. If the accused is to have a real right of appeal, that 
right of appeal is contingent upon a right of trial. How is the High 
Court to go into the question? Supposing an unfortunate accused is con- 
victed and he gix3s to the High ("ourt and says, “I have been convicted 
in defiance of every known provision of tlic Statute ; the Commissioners 
have been appointed by the executive and they have been called upon 
to discharge a judicial function. That power of appointment of judicial 
officers should have been given to the High Court. There is no provision 
in the local Act for tlie transfer of the case to another tribunal howmuch- 
soever the Commissioners might be prejudiced against the accused and 
whatever may bo their other shortcomings. A summary of the evidence 
is to be given to the accused and in that summary the accused has been 
deprived of the right of examining the evidence in that detail to wdiich 
he ^vas entitled. Witnesses have not been examined before the (com- 
mitting Magistrate and therefore the accused have not had thti oj.por- 
tunity of cither seeing them or hearing them or cross-examining them”, 
and under the provisions of section 10 of the Punjab Act in certain cases 
where they find that a man is not easily obtainable and in the circum- 
stances mentioned there, even evidence given ex^parlo might ho used 
against the accused. And last of all, Sir, I would a])peal to every 
Englishman to stand by us, because I am quite sure that when wc were 
dealing with the Oriminal Procedure Code in 1.922, tht? Englishmen in a 
body said, **We \vant our right of jury, that is our birthright”, and tliey 
have got it. That right was extended to the people of India. That 
right which you aiid your forefathers have enjoyed ever since the dayr. of 
the Magna Charfa^ tliat right has been extended to tbe people of India 
under the amended Code of Criminal Procedure. That right lias been 
taken away in this case. Put yourself in the position of those unfortunate 
accused of the Punjab who have been deprived of this most valuable right 
of being tried by their own countrymen, by their own jury. . . . 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Is that not an additional reason why they should 
have a right of appeal? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My friend has not understood mo. the 

Code of Criminal Procedure a finding of fact is given by the jury; v/hero 
a man has done a particular act, it is called a question of fact, and on 
that the jury's verdict is final. The accused has been deprived of tliat 
verdict whioh the jury would have given for or against him. and that is 
one of the fundamental principles and rights which was fought for at 

B 
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Bimnyinede, for which your forefathers had shed their blood, an( 
for which the people of India have been asking for the last 4( 
years, and in the first reformed Legislative Assembly we were abb 
partially to get it. That right you have taken away by the Grimiiia 
Procedure (k)de (Amendment) Act. More than that, Sir. Ever since the 
enactment of the Code of 1882 every Sessions trial is held in co-operatior 
wdth 2, 8 or 5 or more assess(jrs and the assessors tlaai give a verdict a£ 
to wliethcr a man had commiited a particular offence or not. That haa 
been done away witli in this special procedure. 1 therefore say that 
this riglit of ai>j)eal is a negation of every ordinary rule and method of 
procedure. That being the case, as my friend Sir Abdur Hahiin has 
pointed out, it being an anomalous trial, what is the g(K)(l of your giving a 
right of appeal'* What is the High Court Judge to say and what is he 
going to say? All he can say is, “Some evidence is given against you 
behind your back wliich is relevant under the Act; it has condemned 
you; we have no right of going behind it; and therefoic sou must either 
go to the gallows or be transported for life'’. That I call a negation of 
the right of appeal, and it is against that that Members on this side of 
the House protest. 

It is true, Sir, that our protest is in vain because the .Punjab Act is 
not before us. and the right of appeal which the present 13 ill seeks to 
give is, as I have pointed out, ineffective and illusory. All that we 
therefore can do is to appeal to the Treasury Bencdies not to follow thia 
anomalous procedure, but to bring before us a consolidating measure, 
and then we shall be in a position to see and judge of it as a whole and 
to give you our support, subject to such amendments as the House may 
adopt. That, 1 submit, is a right course; that, 1 submit, is a constitu- 
tional course. Any other course, we submit, is unconst itutionai. What 
my friend Mr. Jagannath Aggarwal was complaining of, Sir, was this. He 
said that the rights and privileges of this House, of which you. Sir, are 
the custodian, have been seriously violated in the Punjab Council, where 
the Members were assured that the right of appeal, if not given by the 
Legislative Assembly, would be certified by the Governor G(:ner»al in 
Council. That you have got the power of certification nobody denies, 
but it is not conducive to a better feeling between you and us if you keep 
dangling that power of certification before our eyes every day. After 
all, human nature is sentimental to a certain extent, and when you reminded 
the Punjab Council and said, “Oh! don’t care about the Assembly; if the 
Assembly refuses that right of appeal, the Viceroy has the power of 
certification 

Dowan Bahadur T. Bangachaxiar; Will my Honourable friend point 
out the exact words? 

^Sir^Hari Singh Gour: That, I submit, is an attitude of mind w'hich is 
not conducive to a better feeling between the occupants of tlu; Treasury 
Benches and ourselves. 

Some Honourable Members want me to read out the exjud |)Oilion. I 
will give them the exact words from the Punjab Legislative Council 
debates, dated the 27t.h October 1980. pages 30 and 31. Now, I will give 
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the pxact words. {An Honourable Member: “Whose?*') 1 will give 
the exact words of the Honourable the Home Member: 

‘*The Honourable (Mptain Sardar Sikandar Ilyat Khan: Sir, I do not quite follow 
the honourable member’s point. Sir Henry Craik was talking about the supplementary 
Bill to give the accused right of appeal to the High Court. 

The Ilonourahle Sir Henry Craik: We have a definite iiromise from the Government 
of India.” 

{Honourable Members: “Hoar, hear.”) 

That is not all. 

**Sh'tikh Muhammad Sadiq : They have in writing a promi.so, which cannot bo seen 
hy me or by any Member of this House, that the Bill will he introduced in the Legislative 
AFScmbly, and that that Bill will be p-assed by the Assembly. ...” 

I leave out the rest of it. Then* 

"The Honourable Sir Henry Craik: Thoie is another device.” 

(Laughter.) 

I make a present of those w’ords to the Honourable the Homi>, Member 
and the Honourable the Law Member. 

“There is another device if the Bill is not passed. 

Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq • The Viceroy may permit the Home Member to move the 
Bill in the Assembly. The Bill may be rejected. If it goes to a Select Committeej it 
may be changed out of shape. 

The Honourabh Sir Henry Craik: It may be certified.” 

Hr. Arthur Moore: That is what Mr. Puri suggested. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: That is the position which Members of the 
Opposition resent. We perfectly know* that you have got the constitu- 
tional powder of certification. But do not come to us (wery day and say, 
“Gentlemen, pass this Bill. If you don't, ^ve are none the worse for 
it; we will certify it”. That is the position you have taken up in the 
Punjab Legislative Council. We therefore ask you to reconsider your 
position, and if you really want to have the co-operation of this side of 
the House, I warn you that you must give us at least credit for (M)mmon 
sense and come to us with a measure which, if it is a right measure, we 
will pass, but if it is not a right measure, you know very w’oH as well 
as we do that we shall not pass. I therefore submit that my Honourable 
friends from the Punjab, after the emphatic protest which they have 
registered, would not oppose the passing of this Bill. Half a loaf is 
better than no bread, and it is in that sense that we will not oppose 
the further progress of this Bill. 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (North Punjab : Muham- 
madan): My Honourable friend, hfaiilvi Muhammad Yakub, if T \inder- 
stood him correctly, said that the Punjab has been a source of trouble. 
May I remind him at the outset that the Punjab has never been ^ntource 
of trouble, and that it has been the Punjab and the Punjab alone that 
has fought the battles of India on the far off frontier, in Afghanistan, 
Tibet, Africa, and last of all, in Gennany. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: And also passed this Act. 

B 2 
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Nawab Major Malik Tallb Mebdi Khan: 1 say that, but for the Punjal 

we could not have been so secure as we are to-day. and I would requcs 
this Honourable House to bear in mind those who have served the caus 
of India so well. I am rather disappointed to hear the debate to-daj 
We are talking of the federal system, provincial autonomy, etc. I 
this a foi’etastc of them, that we arc being provided with today? lii th 
Punjab an Act lias been passed and it is in operation, and here we are tol 
that whatever lias been done is not lawful. {An Honourable Member 
'‘Lawful? Constitutional.*’) Does it require any argument lha 
emergency measures are needed for the situation that has been created 
All we have to see is whether the measure before us will rervo th 
purpose tliat we have in view'. It has been pointed out that th 
Punjab law^ is defective. Well, it may or may not be, I do not think i 
is; but I say that the Jhll before us to-day is a useful measure and it i 
devised to lessen any rigour that exists in the original Act, and as such 
we should all lieaHily support it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Uajshahi Division : Muhammadan Eural) : Witnessin; 
as I do the fight, the internecine warfare, that has been carried on in thi: 
House from this morning, J cannot help feeling that 1 must speak a fev 
words regarding the position before the House. In doing so, I submit thai 
it is not my intention to inflict any long speech, but merely to clarify thi 
situation as it has emerged on the Bill to-day. The present Bill, as tlu 
Statement of its Objects and Keasons points out, is simply to provide a riglil 
of appeal and also for confirmation of sentences of death by the High Court 
I have heard the arguments put forw^ard by the non-oflicial Members, bul 
I must say that tliere is nothing in them to justify me ir 

opposing the jiassing of this measure to-day, which is like an 
ointment that can he applied to the bruised bodies of tlic accusoid persons, 
I may not bo a mi'inhor of the lied Crescent Society; I may not he a medical 
man (An Tfonourable Member: “Is the ointment to be a])plicd after tlie exe- 
cution ?“) My object is to hcjil the \vound. That measure was passed in 
the Punjab Legislative Council at a fime of great emergency, and there 
is no use crying over spilt milk. My Honourable colleague, Mr. Shaikh 
Muhammad Sadiq, whom I do not see in his place there, Avas an M. L. C. 
(An Honourable Member: “That is his brotlior.’’) I thought Mr. Sadiq 
was an M. L. C., but be it he or his brotlier, wdiether it ho Mr. Aggarwal 
or Mr. Puri who fouglit the battles there and lost — to-day at the last 
moment they come here to oppose the Bill, though they know that it gives 
some substantial help to people convicted by the Commissioners. Would 
he, (turning to Mr. Puri) as an advocate, championing the cause of the 
public or of his client, not welcome such a w^holcsome provision? (A 71 
Honourable Member: “Address the Chair.”) Does ho know' that the object 
of this Bill is to get the power of revision by the Honourable Judges of the 
High Court, before whom lie practises? 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas (Calcutta : Non -Muhammadan Urban) : Will the 
0’onourable Member address the Chair? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Is there any justification to oppose this Bill on account 
of a personal grudge? You have lost your strong case on account of bad 
instructions and you are now opposing this remedial clause which the 
Home Department of the Government of India have brought forward. 
Suppose two parties are fighting there in Connaught Place and blood i^ 
coming out. Would you not advise the police to take the bruised bodies 
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to tho hospital and apply some ointment? Is it because the provisions 
of the Criminal Procedure Code were not quite applicable at the trial, 
luv friend Sir llari Singh Gour feels so much that his book wag not 
used? Sir, this is an emergent measure. Wlicn the House is on fire and 
Ihe buckets of water arc in front of you, would you call the fire brigade and 
wait till they come? As sensible men, you ought to use the buckets of water 
ir*. front of you to extinguish the fire. Or, w^ould you wait for evidence and 
iiupiirc into the causes of the fire? Wo arc not saying that in all cases this 
( irjorgent measure should be applied. Jn ninety cases out of a hundred you 
jipply tlui ordinary Procedure (>odc and you api)ly your Evidence Act. To- 
day we find that my friend Sir 'Ahdiir Itahim who on behalf of the Eengal 
(joVernineiit sent my friend Mr. S. 0. Mitra to the Mandalay Jail in 1924 
have joined hands. Last year, the year before and a few years ago, wo 

haiud our friend Sir Hari Singh Oonr dancing on the floor of this House 

wluai the Bengal Ordinance was being discussed. What was the result 
of the fighting then? We came to the same conclusion as what is contain- 
ed in this Bill. 1 s(Hi my friend froiri Moradabad, for some reason or 
Oilier, has lost his balance. If it is not favourable to the accused that 
his sentence of death should bo confirmed on revision hv the High Court 
in appeal, how will it be favourable to my Honourable friend to plead 
his cause? 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhuiy (Bengal: Landholders): Like yoiuself? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Yes, like myself. It will give me the greatest pleasure 
to see if my friend, representing the Landholders of Bengal, is not killed 

under the conditions going on in Bengal at present. It will be a source 

of great pleasure to me to see that he is unhurt. Sir, being a disinterested 
{Kii-son, I think that if a deatfi sentence is passed on a person, the accused 
person should be given a chance to go to the High Court in revision, and 
am sure that the House will not make any mistake in passing this piece of 
legislation. I have the greatest pleasure, Sir, in suj)porting this Bill. 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar (SoutJi Arcot cum ChingUiput : Non- 
Muhammadan Pural) : I do not wish to intervene in the debate on the 
main motion before the Hous(\ I want to ask the Home ^I(»mber whe- 
ther the Covernment of India really allowed the Local Covernment to give 
some, assurance on behalf of the Government of India as to what would 
happen in the Legislative Assembly, and whether they inf<n*med the liOciil 
(loveniment that the power of (*ertificatit)n would be resorted to or might 
he resorted to. It appears to me that the Government of India will resent 
any such intrusion on tlu'ir powers by Local Governments. One other 
question I wish to ask the Loader of the House, is this. Whether, liaving 
regard to the fact that this Government was approached by the Punjab 
GovernmcTit beforehand as regards the measure, with due respect to this 
House, they will consider the desirability of placing a consolidated measure 
before this House insload of placing us on the horns of a dilemma as it 
were? What is it they say? We have allowed the Tjoeal Government to 
pass a measure up to a certain stage. Wc want to supplement th'fffc by^ a 
boneficient provision. Now, they hold a pistol at our head and say. “Pass 
this measure or the interests of tlu' aeeused will suffer’'. H;m* not ihe 
Oovernment of India jurisdiction to pass the whole Icgishdion in this 
House? Why should not the whole Bill have been placed beiorc us? It 
IS really placing us in a V(‘ry very awkward position to ask ns to consider 
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this measure. It may be a very bcneficient measure, it may be absolutely 
necessary, nobody can say *‘No” to this measure, nobody with any con- 
science can say, “I oppose this motion”. In fact I was hesitating to say so 
today. I cannot op})()so it in my own lieart of hearts ; and I will be doing 
an injustice to the ])ersons convicted, however wrongly by any tribunal. 
(Hear, hear.) But we arc placed in this unfortunate j^ositioii; why 
should not tlie whole legislation be placed before us, why should not the 
whole of the supplementary procedure Act be passed by this Legislature? 
If any anieiidmont is required to that legislation, namely, the Criminal 
Procedure- Code, it ought to be done by this Tiegislaturc as long as it has 
got the power. Why should it be done piece-meal in the Punjab and 
why should it then come up before us in tliis manner, placing us thus in 
an awkward position? I appeal to you, Sir, that some device should ho 
made by you in consultation with the Government of India so that tlio 
privileges of this House arc not trenched upon and abused in the manner 
proposed by the Govonimcnt of India. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Sir, tliough naturally much has been 
said in the course of this debate w’hich personally I cannot endorse, never- 
theless 1 am gratified to infer that, subject to certain reservations, sub- 
ject indeed to ceHain protests, with much of which I am not now concerned 
to deal, the general tenor of the debate indicates that the House is pre- 
pared to accept the provisions of this Bill. Consequent ly the observations 
which 1 have now to make can be restricted to a reasonably narrow com- 
pass. In t!ie first instance I must say this. Listening witli great atten- 
tion to the speech of the Honourable Member from the Punjab, Mr. Puri, 
it appeared to me that ho questioned, or did so by implication, if not iu 
very definite terms, tlie whole justification of the provincial .\ct. Sir, I 
propose to observe very closely the ruling which you have given for the 
guidance of this House in this matter. Con.sequcntly T only propose in 
this connection to reply to points actually raised in the debate?. I do not 
think that there ere any Honourable gentlemen in this House wlio. 
even with a gen(!ral cognizance of the course of affairs recently in the 
Punjab, or if llieN have taken the trouble to read witli any attention the 
debate.s in the local Logi.s]ative (Council, will he disposed for a moment, 
to qiK’stion or clialleruro the grave justification with which the Punjab 
Government iutnalncc'd into their own Legislative (Vnmcil a measure of 
an extremely urgent and important character. I will not go deeply into 
that question. I will not inflict on the House a recital of the grave and 
serious outi’agc*-^, culminating in two very recent occurrences, which I fim 
sure must excite the ahhoirence and the condemnation of every single 
Momher of l]ii‘-’. TToiise v\dia.tcv(M* his attitude may he towards the precise 
terms of th.e Punjab Act. But if T am right in that conclusion, I think 
I can also rcnsonably expect that this House will do its part, — that it will 
not mendv express its abhoiTenco but will do its part in a legislative 
manner, in co-f>pera1ion with the Local Government and the local Logis- 
latfve •T'ouncil, to carrv out what has been found necessary in respect 
of a very grave stale of affairs. 

Sir Hari Singh Gpnr: Is not the responsibility ours? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Now T sball deal— and I hope the 
Honourable gentleman opposite will excuse me if T did not deal in the first 
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instance with the point lie raised— I shall deal with that point now. The 
Honourable and learned gentleman and some otlier Honourable Members 
complained that, in the course of the proceedings in the l^unjab Legis- 
lative Council, it had been stated that if this House did not pass this 
incasiire, it woud be certified. Now I venture to suggest — in fact I very 
definitely attirm — that if Honourable Members will carefully peruse tliose 
])roccexliiigs, they will perceive that that is extremely inaccurate account 
of what actually did take place. J have two points to make with regard 
to that. Tlie first is this. Honourable Members in the local fiegislative 
(knincil, when they were asked to consider this measure, said that they 
were very deeply concerned on the two points embodied in my Bill, viz., 
ibat there should be a right of appeal, and that tliere slionid be powers 
of confirmation by the High Court. I do not think that any Honourable 
Member here will he prepared to assert that that solicitude on the part 
of Honourable Members in the Local IjCgislative Ckaincil was not ])erfee.t- 
Iv natural. B ought, indeed, to command the^ respect and tlu‘ sympathy 
of this Hoiisi*, and I wish to say this, that it was a solieitiido whieli it was 
the duty both of the Local (lovcrnment and of the Oovennnent of India, 
to satisfy in the most complete manner possible. Wo therefore gavi‘ the 
(lovernmcnt of tlie Punjab authority to say that the (lovernment of India 
would take all possible measures to sec that this measure wjis duly enact- 
ed; and though I agree that tlieri^ was a reference made hy the Honour- 
able the promo ^Member of the Punjab Oovemment to the possibility of 
certification, I invite the attention of tlie House to the circumstances in 
whicli it was made. An extreane, a very extreme hypothesis, was jnit 
before the local Legislative Council; and in reply to the very extreme 
hypothesis, the ITotne Meinher of the Punjab Government explained that 
there was a possibility, if the facts assumed in that e.xtrenie hy])othosis 
did arise, there might conceivably be methods, by which that hypothesis 
could conci'ivahly he mot. T maintain that there was no disparagement of 
the authority of this House (Hoar, hear); and T say that the Punjah Gov- 
(*rnmeni, in urg(’ntly placing before us tlndr request and we ourselves in 
complying with their urgent request, have shown the same degree of soli- 
citude and our resp(!ct of (he authority of this House by bringing forward 
this niPMsiire at the earliest possible moment. 

Now the third ]!oint which I iiave to make — and I shall make it \ory 
briefly — is tin's. 1 was somewhat surprised to hear it urged upon me by 
two Honourable and learned gtad lemon — Sir Ilari Singh Gour and Dewan 
Bahadur Rangaehariar — that tlie pro])er eonstitiition.al coni sc of (he Gov- 
ernment of India was to inirodnee a consolidated measure. Now what does 
that mean*.’ Ho the two Honourable gentlemen opposiU* intend to convey 
that now is the proper time for the Government of India to pass a measure 
of general a])pIieation introducing special methods of procedure when to one 
of even limited application they have taken a very stnmg objection? If 
so. 1 confess T nnstdf cannot see b.ow .... 

Dewan Bahadur T. Rangaehariar: Th.-it is not what T meant ^Wlyit I 
moani \vas tliat such a moasun' should apply to the Punjah alone. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Precisely. That may not he what 
the Hononrnhle and leaniod gentleman meant, bub wliat I venture to point 
out is tliat that would he the logical consoqnoiiee of iliis suggestion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: No. 
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The Honouiable Sir James Crerar: Or in the alternative this, that if it 
were contemplated that those provisions were to be of purely local applica- 
tion, then we would be invited to deprive the local Legislative Council of 
their legitimate and statutory jurisdiction in the matter. (Hear, hear.) I 
say in either alternative Lliat suggestion was not a suggestion which we 
could ac.cept. Well I will put it in this way : I respect the legal and con- 
stitutional ]('aniing of the two Honouniblo gentlemen, but when they made 
that suggestion, I do not think that they spoke precisely in that capacity- 

^110!!, T will take up only one or two points which were urged with 
some vigour by Sir Mari Singh (aour. He said in the first instance that 
he objected to this appeal, because the appeal would not be effective, i 
must traverse that very strongly. 1 deny that the special procedure set up 
under this Act w^ould produce a record whicli must compel a High Court 
to reject (wery a}i])eal coming before it. Sir, 1 have a very much greater 
respect for the authority of IBeiieiies of the High Court than to suppose 
that th(‘y would take that course. But, I maintain that w c have justification 
in the light of the (^xperiouto of a very similar measure in nnotlier pro- 
vince for rejecting altogetlier fhe suggestion that a High C'ouri Hearing a 
case on appeal will iK^t have {unplc material for them to exercise to the 
full their judicial discretion in the matter. Sir Hari Singh Gour also 
(iomplained that the tribunals w'ore appointed by the executive powder. It 
appeai’od to him improper fhat the judicial authority should be appointed 
by cx<‘cutive power. T confess T sec notbing rey)Ugnant to constitutional 
considerations on th.'lt point because the Honourable and learned Tvlember 
will T iliiiik agree with me that every judicial authority is, in the long run, 
appointed by or under the authority of the (3rown and that is precisely 
what is provided in the Bimjab Act. He said there w'as a certain rule of 
evidence in the Punjab Act which put the defence at a very improper dis- 
advantage in regard to the admission of evidence, and ho quoted section 
10 of the Act. Now^, Sir, may I remind the House exactly what that 
provision is: 

“NotwiMi-sfanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, when the 
st.'itement of any pcr.son liJis hcen reoordf^d hy any magistrate, such statement may be 
admitted in evidence in any trial before Commissioners appointed under this Act, 
if such person is dejul or cannot be found or is incapable of giving Gvideneo- and it is 
proved to the .satisfaction of the Commissioners that .such death, disappearance or 
incapacity has been caused in the interests of the accused.” 

T think. Sir, that that ywoviso is a very important proviso, a proviso which 
in the circumstances of the kind of cases, whicli arc the only kind of 
cases covered hy the Act, is an essential proviso for the due administration 
of justice. 

Then, Sir, Sir Hari Singh Gour also contended that the Punjab Act 
deprived accused persons in the Punjab of an inallonablo right which they 
already enjoy, that .is the right of trial by jury. I do not think my Honour, 
able and learned friend has very e.arefully investigated that point. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; Jury or assessors, I said. 

The flonourable Sir James Crerar: The main point that the Honourable 
Member made was thati the Punjab Act deprived accused i)ersoas in the 
Punjab of an inalienable right of trial by jury. I may inform the House 
that the Act does not do any sucli thing because under the provisions of 
the Criminal Procedure Ck)de tliat right of trial by jury does not at present 
subsist in the Punjab. 
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Mr. B. B. Puri: Question. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Now, Sir, I do not wish to deal with 
any points in greater detail. I refer, of course, to trials in the (Courts of 
Session. 

Mr. B. R. Puri: It the Honourable Member would refer to Fcetion 208 
of the Oode, and C-hapter XXXIII relating to cases of a racial nature, he 
would find all trials in the (Courts of Session must be either with the aid 
of assessors or jury, as tlio case may be. whether in Ihe l^unjab or clsrewliere. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I refern^d to th.at pvovisi:)ii. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The I.ocal Government have certain 
powers. Where the Local Government have exercised discretion in the 
matter, they set up .... 

Mr. B. R. Puri: When it is a warrant ease, no trial by jury or assessors 
can take place. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 do not however i)i*opose to weary 
the House, or indeed to over-elaborate a case wdiieh I think has already 
been completely substantiated by traversing any points in greater detail. 
1 quite sympathise with the feeling of certain Honourable Members of the 
House that they are asked to deal with a limited measure which suppTe- 
rn(uits a measure not passed in this House, but I think that there has been 
every justification for that course. I contend that those, who hold that the 
jurisdiction of this House has been in any way imj)aired or infringed because 
cognisance has been taken only of a limited jurisdiction of the local Legis- 
lative Gouncil as regards this measure, are really asserting a doctrine whose 
imp]i(!ation8 iq)on the course of political development in this country would 
be of a very retrograde character if they are closely scrutinised and 
examined. With these observations 1 commend the T^ill for the favourable 
consideration of the House. 

Mr. Amar Nstb Dutt (Lurdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
8ir, although two very (iininent Members of the Calcutta Bar have spoken 
about this Supplementary Bill, still I may be permitted to refer to certain 
points about which the House may be under some misapprehension. The 
two Members of the Calcutta Bar liave addressed so far 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: W'e do not know wlio they are. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: 1 refer to the reasoned and eloquent speech 
which was delivered by Mr. K. Ahmed in siij)[)Ort of the Government 
measure and certainly, 1 do not mean the ex-Advocatc General of Bengal, 
for ho can hardly rival tlie member from Itajshahi in this respect. But I 
take exception to some statement of the Honourable tlu^ Law' Member. 
He said that because the J^cngal Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed 
in 1925, a similar ]3ill w'as introduced here and we had no objection to 
pass that measure. I am sorry, Sir, that my Honourable friend ijjiikes a 
atatomeut wdiich is. not correct. It was not passed by the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council; but w’as rejected by the Bengal Legislative Council as some 
Honourable Members here wdio were then in the Bengal Legislative (''oimcil 
Will bear me out. It was afterwards certified bv the Governor of Bengal. 
Then, again the Bill which was brought forward here to supplement the 
same was rejected by a majority. 
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Tho votes on that suppleuiental. Bill wore 39 against 73. 
So, Sir, the appeal which the Honourable the Law Member has made to us 
that iliere is a j)rocedenl winch we ought to follow is not baaed on actual 
facts. Again (hiring tlu' ])a.ssage of the recent Jhnigal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, to which rcjhTence has also hum made here, several 
Members walked out in ]n’otest when that Bill was before the Bengal 
Legislative Council. ^I’hey recorded their protc‘sl by a simple walk out and 
they did not take part in the deliberations. These are the facts which I 
wish to place hetore Hononralilc Members so that they may accept th(^ 
statement of the Ifononrablc tho Law Member with regard to the point 
about the Jh^ngal (h’iminal Law Amendment Act for what it is worth. 
Coming from JVmgal, I think it my duty to i)oint this out. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Jhmjab: Muhammadan): 
Sir, .1 desire to make a- few ohservatitjiis regarding this Jlill. 1 support 
the motion for consideration of this Bill for two reasons, tirsMy because the 
Punjab Act is the law of tho land of five rivers and the Siipphmientary Bill 
gives the right of appeal to a convict, and sec'ondly because, I must accord 
my assent to it in the interest of justice. But that does not mean that I 
approve of I he ])rovisions of the Pnnjal) Act, because 1 tell you, Sir, that 
I do not. In iny humble judgment the Punjah iVet \\as hurried through 
and the assent of the Governor General in Council was also given hurriedly. 
This House should have been given an op])ort unity to express opinion on the 
merits and dcunerits of tlie Punjab Act before i( had come before the Gover- 
nor General in Council for assent. In fact tlui Punjab Act had received 
assent before the meeting of the New Assembly. iMay I recpiest the Hon- 
ourable llie Home Member and thc^ Honourai)le the TjMW Member to re- 
consider the matter in tho light of the suggestions T. have to make? Is 
it not possible for tlu'in still to advise the Punjab Government to got the 
Punjah A(*t ainouded in s(mie respects by the Punjab Council? Aiui T will 
tell you, Sir, in what respects it should be modified. Tho 
Piinjal) Act does not give sufficient time to an accused person 
to d('f(;nd In’mst'lf. H(' sliould he given at least a fortnight to ])reparc his 
defence before bis trird begins hehwe the Special Tribunal. And further a 
fortnight ai least should ho given to him after ihe framing of tlie charge 
to enable him to make his defence. The Pnnjal) Act is defective in this 
respect. An accused person slionld he given snnicient time to enable him 
to meet the eliarge. The dtd>aic in this House has served a very useful 
purpose. 1 have made this su.ggestion in tlie hope that the Government 
of India may mak('. it to the Punjah Government. 

Sir, I have another suggestion to make. I believe the ruli's allow a 
non-oflicial Member of this House to place a private Bill lu'forc this 
Assembly for consideration with the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in (k)uncil and thus an Act of the Local Council (’an be modified 
by thislTousc^. Ts it not possible for the Government to allow a non-oflBcial 
Member of this House to introduce a private Bill in this House to make 
ihe necessary changes or modifications in the Punjab Act? Tlie Punjab 
Act has done away with tho commitment proceedings and it is only but 
just that an accused should be given ample time to give instructions to 
his Counsel to cross-examine the witnesses for the prosecution and adduce 
evidence for the d(»fence. ''I'he time given by the Punjab Act is utterly 
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inadequate and hence you cannot say there will be a proper trial in cases 
that will be tried by the Special Tribunal. 

Mr. S. 0. Shahani (Sind : Non-Muhainmadan Eural) : Sir, I have found 
it diflicuilt lo iiiiclersland t!u‘ pnxrcdure that has been adopted for introduc- 
ing this Jh’ll in this House. If the Jhinjab Aniendineiit Act was passed 
by th(^ J'nnjab Lo'^islalive Council, it is only rojisonable that this supple- 
riK'ntary inoasuro should have been brought before that Council. The 
original Act is objectionable from every point of view. It denies some 
fundamental rights and liberties to the people, siK.h nipressive measures 
ari' cahailated to estrange the })eople from the Government. On this 
account a consolidating measure should have been brought before this 
House: and as that has not been done, it will be only right on the part 
of the Hombers of this House lo reject the Supplementary Bill. 

*Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Homhay Northern Division ; Non-Muhammadan 
Eural): Sir, I would take the lihertv of pointing out to the House that 
sonu^ of the spceclies made ht‘rc may prove misleading, especially the very 
able spee('h of my Honourable friend, Sir llari Singh Gour. if you look 
at the Bill, Sir, you will find that it i)iscrls by necessary inqdication all 
the. salutary ])rovisions of chapters 25 and 31 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. Therefore the Bill provides that the High Court is not only not 
restrieled to deciding eases offhand, hut it has got the power to call for 
the riicord of the whole (‘asc and also to eall for any evidence which it 
thinks n('(*essarv. It gives a deeision not only on tlie law involved but 
also oil facts. I therefore submit. Sir, that so far as the Bill goes, it 
embodies very saliitary })rovisions in favour of accustid persons, and the 
sole question Ihorefore would be whether the Bill as it stands improves 
th(' position of an accused person or in any way worsens it. If the House 
is satisfied that it is an advance on the Pimjah Act in favour of the 
accus('d, th(‘n I submit there can be one and one conclusion only, namely, 
that the Housi* should supjKU'l the Bill. 

An Honourable Member: Apjily to Bombay. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: We will apply to Bombay if it is necessary. I 
submit, Sir, that most of the discussion which has taken place may appear 
irrelevant to the issue in hand, hut if that discussion serves to show to the 
country that wt‘ arc in entire disagreement with the principle of the Punjab 
Act, 1 submit that discussion will not have been wasted. With these 
words, I will resume niy seat. 

' ^Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Eeprosentative) : Sir, 1 am Iionestly going to be 
very brief, and I am not g‘»ing to inflict any speech upon the House. The 
Bill, Sir, as I read it, is very defective. This Bill, as I understand it, is 
not to sup])lement the Punjab Act, hut to complement it. It is a Bill to 
complement the mischievous law wliic.h has been passed by the Punjab 
Legislature; and with due deference to the House, this point does not 
appear to have been touched by any of the Honourable Members. The 
Act wliicli has been ])assed by the Punjab Legislative Council Ifhall’not 
he brought into opcnvition so long as tliis complement ary law has not 
been passed by this House. {Several llovournhlc Members : “No, no*’.) 
My view of the case is that we arc not discussing this measure 
merely for the sake of fashion, or merely for the sake of 
putting in a protest against the Act that lias been passed 

•Speech not revi.‘«ed hy the Hon on ruble Member. » 
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by the Punjab Council. I appeal to the House to vote against the con- 
cessions that are offered in this Bill. If we succeed in defeating this Bill, 
the legal position to rny tnind is that the Punjab Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act autoTnatically falls through. That is a position which I think 
the House should take into account. 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: There will he conviction without an appeal. 

Mr.'S. G. Jog: If 1 am not correct in my view, 1 beg to resume my 
seat. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill to supplement the* Criminu] Procedure (Punjab Amendment) Act, 
1930, be ktken into consideration.” 

The motion w'as adopted. 

The Assembly then tidjoiirried for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assernbled after Limch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. President: 1 now put the Bill clause by clause. 

Clauses 2 and 8 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the IVoamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Sir, I now move that the Bill be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE BENGAL CKIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member): Sir, I move that 
the Bill to supplement the licngal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, 
be taken into consideration. In submitting this motion to the House, I 
propose very briefly and summarily to recall to the recollection of Honour- 
able Members a bri<d history of the Bill and of the circumstances which 
have led the GoverniYient of India to lay this piece of legislation before 
the House. Honourable Members arc aware that towards the end of the 
year 1924 the reerudescence which had dated from a considerable period 
bef(ye, of terrorist crime in Bengal had necessitated in the first instance, 
owing to the rapid increase of crimes of violence of that character in that 
year, the promulgation by the Governor General of an Ordinance for deal- 
ing with it. That Ordinance was made during the Viccroyalty of Lord 
Reading and the powers wljich were taken under the Ordinance were 
replaced by an Act of the local Legislature supplemented by a Supple- 
mentary Act of this Tiegislaturc in 1925. In the first two years during 
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which that Act was in operation, action taken under the Act had, I am 
glad to record, a very marked effect upon the incidence of crime of that 
character. In fact, during the concluding half of the period for which 
that Act was in force, wc were able, with very much satisfaction, to record 
an almost complete cessation of crime of that character, and for the greater 
part of that time the Local Government were able to dispense with any 
fresh recourse to the detentive provisions of the Act. 

In the beginning of last year, that Act was shortly about to come to 
the end of its statutory period of five years, and it became a matter for 
the very grave and anxious' consideration of the Local Government and 
the Governmont of India what steps should be taken with that prospect 
immediately in view. Both the Government of Bengal and the Govern- 
mont of India wore extremely anxious to dispense, as far as was practic- 
able, vvith the exceptional powers to which Government, either the Local 
Government or the Central Government, have only had recourse with the 
greatest reluctance and under pressure of the greatest necessity. It was 
thereupon decided that the Government of Bengal should undertake in 
the local Legislative Council the re-enactment of only that part of the Bill 
which dealt with special tribunals. The remaining provisions of the Bill 
relating to preventive detention were then repealed. 

In order to put the House fully in possession of the situation, I cannot 
do better than road a portion of the statement which was made at the 
time by His Excellency tlic Governor of Bengal. He said: 

“^fter anxious thought my Government have dccidod not to propose, on the facts 
at present before them, the continuance of that part of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act which grants the executive the power of arrest anti detention without trial. 
Hiese powers liave unfortunately been found essential in tlie past, but for the last 
three years it has been possible to keep the situation under control without fresh 
recourse lo it. My Government desire to do everything that they can to seek in co- 
operation with Tndinn opinion the solution of our present difficulties, and are therefore 
reluctant to invite the Leiislature to continue in existence powers, the occasion for the 
exercise of which we most of all deplore. We sincerely trust that no emergency will 
necessitate their rc-enactmenl. They cannot conceal from themselves the possibility 
that sucli an emergency might again arise which may make it cssenlial for them to bo 
in possession of ihe.se powers. They have accordingly been in communication with 
the Government of Indi.a in this matter, and T am authorised to stale that the Governor 
General in Council and II is Maje.sty’s Government, if they arc Ratisficd of the existence 
of such an emergency, will he prepared to approve of the necessary steps being taken 
to secure such powers to the Government . . . *' 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muheummadan) : On a point of 
order, Sir. Is the ITonournblo the Home Member in order in arguing the 
necessity for the Criminal Law Amendment Act? Is that Act before the 
House now? 

Mr. President: The Honourable the Mover is trying to explain why it 
is necessary to bring this Bill before the House and he is quite in order. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: Thank you, Sir. I intend at this 
stage of my arguments to restrict myself to a recital of the facts in case 
any Honourable Member might be under an initial misapprehefBiion *as to 
what the facts of the case are. Well, Sir, the Act to which I have just 
referred was re-enacted with the provisions relating to the special tribunals 
on the 5th April, 19B0. PTardly a fortnight had elapsed when the country 
was shocked and horrified by the armed rising at Chittagong, which resulted 
in the death of no less than twelve persons and serious injuries to many 
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others and many violent acts of arson and incendiarism. In view of that 
situation the (lovernor General found it necessary to promulgate an Ordi- 
nance reviving the powers relating to preventive detention, and a Bill with 
the same content was in duo course submitted to the local Legislative 
Council and was passed by a very large majority, I think, in the beginning 
of November of last year. 

Now, in order to bring those facts into precise relation with the Bill 
which 1 have laid before tlu? House, I inupt explain that the original Act 
of J02.) contained provisions of a similar character to those which I dealt 
with in another context this morning for the right of appeal to the High 
Court and for confirmation of death sentences. Those provisions still 
survive, because tlie Supplementary Act of 1925, which embodied those 
provisions, is, in so far as those provisions are concerned, still in operation. 
I'or that reason no provision of that nature appears in the liill before the 
House. Tlie two points involved in the Hill now before the House are, 
as Honourable Mdmbers will observe, in themselves really narrow points. 
The lirst coiit'ers on the Local Government ihe right, subject to the sanc- 
tion of t]u‘ Governor General in Council, to transfer to some other pro- 
vince in Hritisli India, any person or persons who may be detained in 
accordance* with the provisions of the Act. The second relates to certain 
powers of the nature of habeas corpus. 

Now, I shall deal with those two points separately. Dealing first 
with rt'gard to the powers tc» transfer detenus, I hope the House will allow 
me*, to speak to them with the utmost frankness and candour. Govern- 
ment liave nothing to conceal from themselves in the matter, and I think 
that the clearer and the more precise view I can give to the House, the 
bettor will it ho for a clear understanding of the position. It must be 
ol)vious that when circumstances unfortunately have arisen which render 
it necessary for Goveriimont to enact powers of preventive detention, we 
ore faced with a very serious state of affairs. It is this, that wo have 
to keep in detention, with due regard to all the circumstances, but neverthe- 
less in detention, a considerable number of persons all of wham are 
engaged In extremely dangerous activities, and some of whom are indivi- 
dually men of an exceptionally dangerous character. Now, the detention* 
of persons whose unhappy view of affairs has led them to embark on 
action so dangerous to the State and to the society manifestly confronts 
the local adiministration with a serious problem. It has been known, I 
regret to say, and there have been very strong reasons to suppose, that 
terrorist activities, terrorist conspiracies have in point of fact had some 
contact within the jails. It is a condition of affairs which, however, deplo- 
rable, we must face. It may be, and I am afraid in some cases it pro- 
bably has been the case, that many of these prisoners have been in a 
position to exercise influence on subordinate officers of the jail. 
Such a contingency must always be a reasonable apprehension, and I 
have very strong reasons for supposing that it has occurred. Now, 
another consideration is this. Among the persons who have to be 
detmne(Winder tliese provisions, there arc some whom I might call invete- 
rate terrorists. There are others, younger men who are not so deeply 
involved in these lamentable activities whom, as far as possible, we should 
like to isolate and protect from the demoralising influence of persons 
of the other kind. Now, n provision of this kind which enables in certain 
circAimstanccs a transfer of detenus from jails in. Bengal to jails outside 
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the province meeta those, to sdme extent at any rate, practical neces- 
sities of the case. Now, I ask the House to re(^ognise that those neces- 
Rities arc practical necessities, and it is oar duty, if wcj can, to assist the 
Government of Bengal in their difficult and dangerous task of dealing 
with a difficult and dangerous situation. Such cases are not likely to be 
common, and I should like to emphasise the fact that in no case can 
ti-ansfcrs of that kind be carried out without ihe express sanction of the 
Governor General in Council, who would of course see that full and 
satisfactory grounds were made out before such action was taken in every 
ease which came before them. 

Now, Sir, .1 pass on to the second important provision of the Bill,, 
^vhich relates to the powers of habeas corpus. With regard to both these 
provisions, that with which I have already dealt, namely, powers of irans- 
ur, and that with wliich I now propose to deal shortly and summarily, 
1 should like to emphtAsi.se at this stage that there are not any new points 
of principle. 'J'hey liave been laid before this House and there have been 

fully debated and therefore 1 am not bringing forward at this stage any 

novel principle, any principle which has not been very fully canvassed 
and examined. Dealing wdtli the powers of habeas corpus, 1 cannot do 
better than recapitulate the very frank and candid statement of the case 
which was made by niv lamented pr(*decessor in office, the late Sir 
Alexander Muddiman, when provisions of this identicaV character were in 
1925 submitted to this Assembly. This is what he said : 

‘T do not minimise the fact that this is a very grave step to take, but it is a step 

that really is essential to executive preventive procedure set up by this legislation. The 
necessity of such a bar where legislation confers a power of internment has been re- 
cognised hy this Legislature, not in 1818 but very much later. Section 491 (3) of the 
Criminal Procedure Code bars for exactly the same reason as fhis Bill application to 
the High Court. And why does it do it ? . . . The point I am putting to the 

House is this. This has been represented as some new, dreadful invasion on the rights 
of the subject. Sir, if that is so, this House and the other House have been parties 
to a similar invasion for a large number of years. The Legislature apparently at tlmt 
time recognised, ?uid rightly recognised, that there are essential provisions in connection 
with any executive imwer of detention. 

If you admit that in special circumstances the Executive must have power to detain 
without trial, then you must admit, it is the logical conclusion of your admission, 
it cannot he avoided, that you must also bar the jurisdiction of the High Court to 
interfere by way of habeas corpus. There is no question of suspicion of the court. 
That is not the point at all, I will take section 13 of the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act as an example and develop what I am endeavouring to explain. Section 13 rung 
as follows : 

‘Any officer of Government authorised in this behalf by general or special order 
of the Local Government, may arrest without w’arrant any person against 
whom a reasonable suspicion exists, etc.’ 

An arrest is made under the section. I go straight off to the High Court and I 
engage ray friend opposite and he instructs learned counsel on my behalf, and the Court 
is bound to issue a rule on the officer who arrested me to show that he 
acted on reasonable suspicion. Very good, what is the position of Government 
in regard to that? Govcrn.Tient may justify or it may not justify. If it 
justifies, it must produce evidence which cr hypothesi is evidence which it cannot produce. 
It is evidence of a secret and State elmractor which cannot he produced in court, 
because if it could he produced in court the man would he tried. Governm«fflt are* in 
this dilemma then, they must either give away their secret sources of information, which 
will destroy the whole system on which our p^>wer to control secret movements is based, 
or they must submit to the discharge of the person arrested. Tr. other words, this Act 
hficomes unworkable. . . . That shows why it bs essential, if you set up this sy.**tein, 

Hint yo?T must bar the iurisdi'^tion of the TTigh Court. There i.s nothing else left to yon. 
Otherwise you may just as well not have the procedure at all.** 
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Again, somewhat more concisely ho added: 

*'If I ha VO to justify the detention in the High Court, 1 have to reveal my sources 
of information. My case is that I cannot reveal the evidence. That is my whole case. 
If the evidence can be brought before the Court, wa should bring it forward and put 
the man on trial. If I do not justify, then the accused person arrested must be dis- 
charged by the court. Let me impress upon my Honourable friend that there is no 
question of distrusting the court. The court is bound to make me produce the evidonco 
which I cannot produce and which the very course I am taking shows that I cannot 
produce. Ex hi/jtifthesi 1 cannot produce that. You absolutely destroy the whole of 
the second part of the Bill if you take a different view. That is the whole of my 
point. You cannot have co-existing a power of revision of the grounds of your action 
by a judicial tribunal. That is the short answer and that is the only answer.’* 

Now, Sir, I have read those passages at some length because I feel 
that they give a clear, candid and honest statement of the case which 
I cannot better. I will only say that the public grounds of necessity 
which operated at the time that Sir Alexander Muddiman addressed this 
House in these terms operate with still (more gravity at the present time. 
I should like to point out further to the House that the power which 
this Bill seeks to confer is really of a very limited character; in practice, 
I think I may say that it will only apply in the case of detention under 
section 4 of the Act. As Honomablc Members will observe, that pro- 
vides for detention in the first instance for a period of fifteen days; it 
may he extended by tlie Local Oovemment to a maximum of thirty days. 
So that, in my view of the case, the degree of interference with the 
liberty of the subject which is involved is by no means so extensive as has 
been so frequently supposed. I am not in the least disposed to argue 
that there is not any interference with the liberty of the subject, but in 
the circumstances of the case it is inevitable that that should be so. If 
the grave circumstances, which compelled the Local Government, with 
the sanction of the Governor General, to introduce this legislation, hold 
good, — and I do not think it is likely to be seriously challenged in this 
House or elsewhere that they do hold good — then this interference with 
the normal law regarding the liberty of the subject is, after all, much 
more restricted than has generally been supposed, and it is restricted 
for purposes which are of the greatest and the most immediate importance. 
1 observe in some of the questions of which notice has been given, I 
have been asked why the responsible police authorities did not prevent 
the commission of certain serious outrages which are referred to in the. 
questions. I agree that what lies behind a question of that nature is that 
prevention is a very much better thing than punishment., But how 
are you going to prevent? You can only prevent by being forewarned, 
and you can only be forewarned by having sources of information, by 
frllowing up clues, and by keeping under surveillance the actions of per- 
sons whom you have reason to believe are involved in dangerous activi- 
ties of this kind. It is at that stage that the possibility arises of taking 
preventive measures as distinct frdm punitive measures, and it is in 
or/ler that the responsible authorities mav have adequate opportunity ab 
that critical time which coincides with the formation and precedes the 
comm'ssion of offences of that kind, that the practical necessity of a 
measure of th’s kind really arises. 

Now, Sir, T have spoken, T fear, at some considerable length. I have 
deliberately refrained from dealing with the details of outrages some of 
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^vhioll are of recent occurrence and have shocked the whole country. I 
have not referred to them because I think the House is in full possession 
(,£ the facts, but I cannot entirely omit reference to them because I would 
not have it supposed that I ^do not regard that as a matter of the very 
gieatest gravity and importance, as a condition precedent to the measures 
v.hich I have had to lay before the House, but ifc is one which I do not 
tliink necessary to dilate upon before a House which I am sure is fully 
iiware of the facts and will be willing to unite with Government not only 
in deploring them but in giving effect to their sense of condemnation by 
their co-operation in the measures necessary to deal with these and similar 
ohences. (Applause.) 

Mr. Abdid Matin Chaudhury: Sir, I move that the Bill to supple- 
ment the Bengal Criminal Law -Amendment Act, 1930, be circulated for 
ilic purpose of eliciting opinions thereon by the 30th March, 1931. 

Sir, Imy Honourable friend, Mr. Satyendr.a Chandra Mitra, who is 
more competent than myself to speak on this subject, had originally 
|.iven notice of a similar motion, but as he is indisposed, he is prevented 
Irom making a speech under Anedical advice, and the duty has fallen 
ii|yon me of moving this motion. 

Sir, I have not been able to understand all this haste and hurry with 
which the Government are trying to rush this Bill. This Bill was intro- 
duced in this House on the 151h January, and four days after — ^to-day 
is only 19th — ^wc are being asked to consider and pass it. Government 
want us to skip over all the usual intermediate stages, circulation of the 
nil], reference to Select Cdmmittee, etc. and give our sanction to the 
Bill immediately hero and now. Now, Sir, the question arises, what is 
the urgency and emergency of this measure? Q'‘he position is really this. 
The detenus are already inside the jail. Their movements have been 
restricted; their liberty has been curtailed; and their capacity for mischief, 
whatever that may be, has been curbed. For all practical purposes, they 
arc entombed inside the prison walls. Where, then, is the need, the 
justification for rushing this Bill through without giving the House and 
the public outside an opportunity of discussing this Bill in all its varied 
gp aspects? This Bill is not so innocent as it looks. It has got 
graver implications. Till now the detenus ^vere detained in 
their own province. Now they are going to be exiled. The Detention 
is going to be supplemented by Deportation. That is the most sinister 
implication of this Bill. It is hardly necessary for me to emphasize the 
horrible consequences of this measure. The detenus will be deported to 
flistant places like Mandalay and Coimbatore. They will be detained in 
unfamiliar surroundings, far away from their friends and relatives and it 
will be impossible for their friends and relatives to interview them. They 
will be deprived of the little consolation, little joy and little cheer that 
interviews with their friends and relatives bring in their dreary life. As 
if is, the life of a detenu is more unbearable than the life of an ordinary 
(onvict. The ordinary convict knows v/hen he is going to be released 
nnd he patiently and confidently waits for the day of his release. There 
if? no such solace for the detenu. His period of detention is unc 0 taii\ 
nnd the physical and ps 3 ^chological effect of this uncertainty on the mind 
«nd constitution of the "detenu is most debilitating. Instances are not 
J’nre of young men of rigorous constitution who went; to jail as detenus 
came back as physical wrecks. Honourable Members are aware of 
the case of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, who went to internment, a picture 
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of health, and caine back a consumptive. My friend over there, Mr. 3. 
C. Mitra, went to Mandalay jail on inlej*nmcnt and came back more dead 
tlian alive. If as a result of this deportation one young man is hastened 
to a preinatiii’e grave, the moral responsibility will be on the shoulders 
of those gentlomeu who help in passing this measure. 

Now, Sir, \\*lio are the people who arc going to be interned and deport- 
ed? They have not been convicted oi any crimt?. Their guilt has not 
been proved, in any court of justice. There is not evidence enough to 
bring them under the security section even. d’h(jy are only suspected of 
being connected with the terrorist movement. If for reasons of 3tat(‘ 
you ari; going to detain them, why deport them also? Are not the jails 
ill Jlengal as safe and secure as the jails in other provinces? Is there 
not enough accom modal ion in the Jlengal jails lor those 300 people? In 
the last Session of the llengal Legislative Council, lo lakhs were granted 
for the a(;eoininodation of ])(>litical prisoners, and sui-ely you can accom- 
modate! these 300 dt teams there? My own im]>ivssif)n is that the Cov- 
ernuK.'iit of India want to crush tlio spirit of those innocent suspects. 
I^hey want to nialce tlieir lot harder, more rigorous than the lot of the 
Itussian rt'volul icaiarles who us(‘(l to lu^. exiled in Siberia. 1 was reading 
only ret'enlly tlie autobiograpliv of 'rroisky. When Trotsky was exil('d 
in Siberia, he was allowed to live with liis wife, could en(ortain friends 
and go oui ijoe.r .'muting lor I’ceitaUien. Do tlie (lovts’mju'iU (;f India, 
while IIh’V liansfi‘r tliese men to othcf provinec'S, intend to allow them 
to live with tlan’r families and give facilitiia; for recreation oui side the piil 
and allow iheoi to ine('t and entertcin friiaids? It Iha' answer is In the 
negative, th('n the- rio\ernment of India arc' ()]H'n to tlu' cliai-gi' that 
tlu'ir treatment of political ])risoners is loss Immane than that of llussia. 
I do not want b) labour this point. I want to bring one point forward 
for tlie s<!rious coJisidcration of the Oovernnient of India. Is this the' 
opportune tinu' for briiiging in a na'asnro of tins kind? TTis Lxcidloncy 
the Vicenjy referred to the dawn of a new era in the constitutional liistory 
of India. The air is tlTuds witli rumours of political amnesty. Is tliis the 
time to bring in a measure which T can best Iloscribe as an insf rumen t 
of torture for the Bengal detenus? Why not eirculalc the Bill and 
await developments? T have no illusion witli regard to the attitude of 
the Oov(*rnment. I know when statesmanship dictates a particular 
course the Government of India will do the contrary. T will appeal to 
all the elected Members, both Europeans and Indians, on humane con- 
siderations to oppose this Bill and simpovt mv motion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Xon-lMuhammadaii Bural) : 
Sir, I rise to oppose this apparently inoffensive Bill. There are t\vo 
operative .sections to the Bill. One is to give power tc the Local Govern- 
ment to iuive detenus transferred to some other provinces in British 
India. The other is to suspend the haheas corpus. Sir, I have carefully 
'read^tho Statement of Obiects and Ecasons. T read it over again and I 
have not been able to find a single line of reference to the reasons which 
necessitated such a provision ns a supniement to the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 1030. It is simnlv mentioned in paragraph B that 
.the Bill empowers the Local Government, with the previous sanction of 
the Governor General in Council, to make an order committing to custody 
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in a jail outside Bengal any person against whom an order under sub- 
section (1) of section 2 of the local Act might be made. I'ailiiig to find 
any real statement of the objects and reasons for this apparently in- 
offensive Bill, 1 closely listened to the 25 minutes speech of the Honour- 
able the Home Member, and 1 am surprised that he would not give any 
reasons for removal of prisoners from one province to another and uttered 
vague platitudes, such as protecting detenus from demoralising effects, 
practical necessities and so forth. No definite reasons were assigned for 
transferring the political prisoners from one province to anothcj*. Prob- 
sihly the Government thought that it would be wise to cover the real 
issue underneath a propaganda against the so-called terrorist movement 
\ii Bengal. There has been a confusion of ideas and I think it is no compli- 
ment to the intelligence of any one of us, if the Honourable the Homo 
?vlcmber thinks that wo cannot see through the device and that they want 
m conceal the real issues behind and want to prejudice the minds of 
Honourable Members by repeating all that lias happened at Chittagong 
and other places and reciting all those things in connection with the 
iillt'gcd terrorist movenunit. Hir, the Honourable the Home Membcn* was 
ftauling the sp(*(*c*lies of llie Governor of l^ongai and of his esteemed pre- 
decessor, for whom everv one of us entertains the highest respect, and 
vvho when ho was with ns (aadainly commandia] ilu; C(Miii(ieneo of I'vervoiio 
of us, and v/liose nnlimely d('ath cvea'v one deplored Iktc. but, Sir, the 
Honourtible the Home Member has not giv( n us :in\ thing from bis speech 
lo sliow thcal he (‘ver atU il lo Ii.ave detenus from Bengal tijuisferred 
io ollior proviiK'i's. JIms li * dom* i-oV If iIk- .1 lononrable the Ilonu' aleinbt r 
diinks that by inllaming our passions, by ndatlng all (lioso tlnngs in con- 
luadioii with (lie alleged lerrovist moviaiient, aboni (ho liappenings in 
( ’hillagong and otlior p]a(H‘S, lie will make us lo<o sight of the loal issue, 
b(' is wnaig. What does bo want us to do? F think bo doos not ]>av a, 
^.iinplinunit to oiij* intollif^oncc' if bo takos ns to bo so inanv cbildron wIk^ 
\vill lose sight of tin? r(?al issues by ndation of facts which bavt' no bt'ijring 
to the matlt'r und{'r consideration. What does ho roally ask for. and 
what are- tlu? reasons ho has adduced for, whaf ho asks"^ Ida? Honour- 
able file Honu* Monilior knows porfoclly well tlial be lias not given us 
any reasons for the transfer of the dehmus to oilier provinces, and iirobably 
be lias none np till now’, save and except the vague platiliulcs which be 
lias uliorcd about their being a danger to the State and keojiing th(*m 
free from other influences without giving any specific instance whatsoever. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: The jails in Bengal arc overcrowded. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dlltt: T tiiink the jails wall hr overcrowded in ctlu-r 
arovincos too in no time when my friend over there and many others will 
be there. (Laughter.) Sir, things arc going on in such a way that this 
w'ill come .and this is inc'dtable. Nolrxly over dreamt that a pif'Us Tlishi 
like Pandit Madan Mohan Mala viva would ever court jail. (Hear hear.) 
rJertainly ho was not an extremist politician ; certainly he did not belong 
the extreme section of political thought. Then, Sir, as I w'as submitting 
oefore the House, the Home Member doos not give ns any rcasoi>*,for the 
transfer of these detenus. T shall show' to yon, however, and clearly 
Drove to yon what is tlie nature of tliis Bill. As has been already stated 
Dy my friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudbnry, these are meant for detenus 
Avhe have not been convicted in any trial, wliethcr by a special tribunal. 
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of which my friend over there is so very fond, or by the ordinary tribunal. 
Tliese people have not been tried; they could not even be brought under 
any of those sections which have been characterised as an iron hand in a 
velvet glove, viz., sections 44, 108, and 110 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. That being so, they are merely the victims of suspicion, and 
suspicion derived from what source? Pardon me. Sir, I may be allowed 
bo observe that the source from which you get much of the information 
is tainted. It requires better and closer scrutiny by more trained legal 
heads than merely depending upon the village chaukidar, or for the 
matter of that the police Bub-Inspector. If that be your gospel; if you 
want to rule India on the report and advice of these police Sub-Inspectors 
and village chaukidars, whose social position, moral character, education 
and everything else are certainly not very enviable, well, I think you had 
better abdicate the self-imposed task of ruling this unhappy land. You 
ought to have better trained legal heads to scrutinise all the statementgi 
that are brouglit forward, free from the taint of executive officialism, and 
then and then only you should put them into jail or detain them. Sir, 
you detain them on more suspicion, on the report of this class of men. , . 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I may point out. Sir, that in all 
these cases the evidence is submitted to two judges under tlic Act : there is 
no question of detention merely on the report of police officers. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Not High Court Judges. I remember .five or 
six years ago we demanded that they should be High Court Judges; and 
then it was said no High Court Judges were willing to undertake such 
. work, but you will allow' me that even in that case the materials available 
to these Judges are the materials which your police Sub-Inspectors supply. 
How'ever, we are not concerned with that at fche present moment. Wo 
are concerned with the supplementary provisions you ask for. I have 
already submitted that you have not given us the real object either in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons or elsewhere. 

I shall now^ point out to you the mischievous nature of the provisions 
of the Bill. It may appear that if a detenu is transferred from one 
province to another, no harm is done. He is detained there just as he 
would have been in Bengal. But, Sir, I submit that these things arc 
done in order to victimise them. Supposing a detenu is transferred from 
Bengal to the North-West Frontier Province, where the language spoken 
is Urdu, where the food taken does not suit the people of Bengal, and 
bhe extreme climate of which place docs not agree with their constitution. 
These things you wall have to consider, and this is by way of punishment 
for those whom you w-ant to detain, as if only to protect society from 
their mischievous propaganda, because you suspect that they are probably 
guilty of such mischievous proclivities. You have no proof, you know^ 
that there is no proof of their having been actually concerned in any 
mischievous activities. How'ever, as long as you think it necessary for 
i^^ason^ of State to detain them, you have the law there, but why seek 
to transfer them from one province to another? In that case, I have 
tabled an amendment to clause 2, in which I say that if you want to 
send a detenu from one province to another, then the place of his deten- 
tion should be a place of his choice. If you are agreeable, of course, we 
will have no objection to that. I see the Honourable the Home Member 
h laughing, but what is a laughing matter to him is death to many. I am 
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Borry to criticize one of his measures about which he is so keen almost 
at the end of his career, but I hope he will try to be as sympathetic as 
his predecessor in office. In that case I think his name will also be 
remembered with the same affection and respect. He will please realize 
this. It is not a matter of laughter; it is almost a question of life and 
death to the people of Bengal, the flower of whose youth is mostly detain* 
cd in jail. Conceding for argument’s sake that you are right in detain- 
ing tliem, please do not kill them, do not seek to deprive Bengal of her 
true and best sons. You* and we and they differ about the procedure only, 
but you cannot deny that they are a set of people with burning patriotism. 
Unfortunately, the methods are different. We come here and try to do 
the little we can; they probably think that this method is not right. So 
I say do not kill them ; do not send them to other provinces where their 
health will be ruined, where they cannot get company, where it will be 
a sort of solitary confinement for them. The other day I was informed 
by an esteemed countryman of ours, who was a former Member of this 
House, that even Mahatma Gandhi’s health wag failing and that it was 
time that the Government should see their way to release him. But 
that is outside the scope of the present Bill. What I beg to submit 
for the consideration of the Honourable the Home Member is this. I 
believe that probably he does not realise all these difficulties, and when 
I lay all these facts before him, I think he will be the first man to realise 
that there are real difficulties about transferring the detenus, and if sub- 
ordinate officials choose to be vindictive over some of these, then they 
can be removed to Burma, to the North-West Frontier Province, and so 
on, as a sort of punishment, where the food will not agree, because in 
Bengal they take one kind of food, in Peshawar another and in Burma 
a different kind of food and so on. The Bengalis are accustomed to eat 
fish. In some other province, they take meat, w^hile in Burma, I under- 
stand, they take raw meat. (Laughter.) As. regards association, even 
the convicts in those Provinces will not be able to talk, and it will be a 
sort of solitary confinement to these detenus. The convicts in Burma 
are not expected to know Bengali so as to be able to talk to their fellow 
prisoners who come from Bengal. ' 


Then, there is another thing which I beg the Honourable the Homo 
Member to take into consideration, viz,, the difficulty which lies in the 
Avay of interviews with relations. Sir, if you deport a Bengali to Burma 
or to Peshawar, his relations, who might be inclined to see him ai. inter- 
vals which the Government may be pleased to fix for them they will 
certainly not bo able to have as many interviews, if they are sent to 
Peshawar or to Burma because from the very nature of the distance, it 
will be very costly. These are the four points, wdiich I once more urge 
on the attention of the Honourable the Home Member to consider before 
inflicting another Ordinance like this — I purposely say an Ordinance — cm 
unhappy Bengal. I know that Bengal has been under the h^51 of* offi- 
cialdom. Bengal has suffered in the past ; it is prepared to suffer in the 
present and in the future also for the salvation of their Motherland. 
Bengal also is expiating for the sins which were committed on the fields 
of Plassey. I hope the Honourable the Home Member will see his way to 
appreciate the difficulties of enactments like this, and I hope that he 
will at least accept an amendment like the one which I propose to move 
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when he comes to the consideration of the clauses. If it is inconvenient 
in any way to keep them in Bengal, let them be sent outside Bengal to 
such places which they themselves choose. 

Then, Sir, ag regards the suspension of the habeas corpus, I submit^ 
this is almost our Magna Cliarta and you attempt to take away that. 
There is no relief against executive measures for those people who are 
hauled up under the provisions of this Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
I submit you need not be afraid of this enquiry by a court of justice. As 
7 / 0 U see, all this evidence will be placed before two Judge's already, and 
it will be placed before another Judge. Why do you suspend the pro- 
visions of habeas corpus. But, Sir, I am emphatic and more emphati(S 
about the provision of clause 2, for I have already submitted before yon 
the difficulties, and I hope every one of you will kindly consider all these 
difhculties and will come to the conclusion that it is not an inoffensiva 
measure as it appears to be on the face of it. With these words, I beg 
to oppose the consideration of this measure. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 
T take it that so far as one part of the Bill is eoncornod, it is meant to 
be an administrative and not a penal measure; or at any rate it professes 
to be like that. So far as that point is concerned, 1 siibTnit with somf% 
cmifideuce to this House that a measure of this sort, that is which con- 
fers power to detain a person in custody without trial should not go beyond 
the bounds of strict necessity. T submit that this is a perfectly reasonable 
proposition which will also be acceptable to the Government Benches. 
If that be a sound proposition, then the next question arises, is there any 
necessity for transfeiTing detenus from their own Province to another. li 
nas been said by the Honourable Member in charge in a somowdiat 
general, and I am afraid, vague language, that if those Bengal detenu^ 
arc confined in Bengal jails, there is an apprehension of tlicir establish 
mg contact with persons outside the jail and of other complications of an 
undesirable character arising. T wn’sli the Honourable Member had ex- 
plained this h little more fully, but apart from that, T do put it to the 
House that it w-ould not be dosirabh^ on the ])ari of one province to shove 
on its troubles to the shoulders of another province.. If the Bengal 
detenus are inclined to be trouble.somc, surely it is ihe duty of the Bengal 
Government to keep order. There is not one jail only in Bengal; there 
.»re a number of them. Is it not possible for tlie Government of Boiign^ 
to make siieh arrangements tliat the detenus while they arc confined, 
w’d] not bo able to create further trouble inside the jail? Well, Sir, tba 
House will bear in mind that most of them are young men and in many 
COSOS, at least they liavc been misled by the very h'rvoiir of their en- 
thusiasm for their country and surely they onglit not to bt^ removed from 
the W'holcsomc influences of their friends and well-wishers. F lake 'V 
that in laoany cases, their friends and guardians and well-wnshers do not 
approve of the course wdiich these yfuing men may have pursued or are 
suspected to have pursued. In that case by removing them to anothei 
province, where they will not he so easily accessible to their well-wishers, 
you are doing them a grave injustice, doing the province a great injustice. 
I have alw^ays set my face against the arrangements in Indian jails, which 
shut out ali wholesome influences from the prisoners; even the consola- 
I’on of religiov is not accorded to them, w’hile in the rest of the world. 
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they are overhauling their prison system; they are looking very carefully 
for means and ways by which prisoners, even habitual criminals, should be 
treated, treated with a view to ultimate reformation. In Indian jails 
ill! wholesome influences, all influences tending towards reformation are 
absolutely shut out. But in these particular cases, do not the Govern- 
nient think that it would be a great misfortune for these young men if 
they are cut off from access of their friends, friends who might exercise a 
better influence? If they fire taken to another province and thrown 
nmong strangers, that is to say, among men who are all hardened criminals, 
surely the result would be that they would become confirmed in the 
course they arc suspected to liave been following. That is a very serious 
uiattcr and I do hope that the Government of Bengal will very carefully 
consider whether it is a right measure to remove such men from their 
province and from places where they are likely to come under at any rate 
some influence of the right kind. 


Then, Sir, there are other difliculties also which have b(‘en fdluded to 
some of the Honourable speakers, and those are the question of climate, 
the question of food, and all that. 


Then, there is another and a worse difficulty in the way of tlie Govern- 
ment. I was ill the Bengal Council, and I know how exaggerated reports 
come from distant places where these people arc detained — most exagger- 
ated reports. When tlie inattcr is put before the (.-onncil and Members 
of (rovernnient are asked wliothor in ^landalay or in some other distant 
place such and such a ])risoncr is not suffering froin very bad health due 
^0 ill-treatriieni' or harsh treatment, the f)ul)lic finds it very diflicult to find 
out what is actutilly going on. Goverument put themselves in a ])osition 
of great difficulty in these eases. It is quite possible, quite i‘asy, for the 
Local Government to make proper arrangements for tlu'se dt'tenns, and if 
so, they ought not to shirk their responsibility. ‘ lu the next placi*. they 
oiiglit not to create a situation in which the ])u])lic mind will always bo 
suspicious. 1 know bow niucli the Government of Bengal have suffered 
in tliat way. T think the Government of Bengal, if they have askc'd for 
f.nch powers, ought to b(* told that they arc acting against tlieiv own 
interests and should not insist upon a measure of this sort. And as I 
have submitted in the beginning, a measure of this sort ought never to 
.:;o beyond tlie limits of the strictest necessity, and no such necessity now 
• xisls. 


Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury fBongal: LandlioldorsB Sir. this tho 
first occasion in Ibis Session that T open my mouth on sui*h an unpaiat- 
a])lo subject, and T fool it my duty to my eouutrv men. tlic people of 
Bengal as well as tln^ landholders and the citizens, that T must record 
niy vote of protest against tin's unreasonable measure whicli has been 
pul forward before this House. Sir, the IMembers, of this ITousi' are riot 
generally expected to know all the details of these Bills. IMaii’^' Meni- 
hers in this House are not lawyers and therefore they can logitimatelv 
demand the original Bill to be supplied with the supplonumtary Bill. 
That has not been done. That is my first charge against tlie Govern- 
ment, that when putting forward supplcmentarv or amending Bills, they 
never care to give us the original Bills. 



90 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[IOthTan. 1981. 


[Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury.] 

Secondly, what are the provisfons about the arrest of these detenus? 
We find that any police officer, not below the rani of a Sub-Inspector, 
can make an arrest. Formerly, elderly ladies were spared in making 
a search but now these police men without any warrant can raid the house 
at dead of night and do not spare the ladies even. Sir, I can boldly 
say that at the outset that I have no sympathy for the criminals who 
commit crimes and are liable to receive punishment, but I speak only of 
the detenus against whom no charge is framed. It has been repeatedly 
said in this House times without number that this law is nothing but a 
lawless Jaw, and I can assure the Government that so long as they will 
continue to follow these repressive measures, they will lose the confidence 
of those who have got a little stake in the country. 

Now, Sir, I am going to put before the House the grievances which 
may generally occur in the case of detenus, if they are transferred from 
the province. I shall take them one by one, and if any of these points 
does not appeal to Honourable Members they need not accept it. But 
if my grounds are reasonable and my arguments cogent, I hope they will 
bear with mo and vote with me in the same lobby. The first is the in- 
convenience* suffered in the way of communication by the detenus and his 
relatives. Most of the detenus have got families, and if they are transferred 
to distant places like Burma and Madras, it will be very inconvenient and 
difficult for their people to go and see them and inquire how they are doing, 
after spending so much money in railway and steamer fares. It is difficult 
for a man to speak out his mind to anybody unless he knows different 
languages. Of course when a man really commits a crime his penalty is 
desirable ; but it is very hard for a man against whom no charge has been 
framed if he is sent out to a very distant country where he can get very 
few friends or relatives to speak out his mind to. It is nothing but a solitary 
imprisonment. That is one point which impels me to speak on this Bill. 

The second point is that, even if his friend^ or relatives manage to go 
over there somehow to have an interview with him, they fail very often 
to get it, because the authorities there say that they have no power to 
grant the interview but they should go and ask the Local Government 
for it. Several days pass in correspondence and in the end the inter- 
view may be denied. 

» 

Thirdly, I must say something about the food which is supplied to 
these detenus. Generally, the Bengali takes one particular kind of food 
and if he is put in a distant place like Burma it becomes very diffilcult for 
him to take itood to which he is not accustomed. And then there is also 
the manner of cooking it. It is easy to understand how a Bengali gentle- 
man enjoys the dishes in the house of a Japanese or Chinese gentle- 
man iif he is offered dishes cooked in their style. I shall give one prac- 
tical instance. When 1 was coming here to attend this Session of the 
Assenfbly, I came by way of Benares. I found a Bengali boy loitering 
and wandering about and he was frying to get into a third class compart- 
ment in order to go to Benares. I then inquired who he was and why 
he was wandering like that and where he came from and all that. He 
said he was coming from jail and that he had come to see a friend going 
to Allahabad; and when I further inquired why he was in jail and all 
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other particulars he told me frankly that he was sent to Madras Jail as 
a civil disobedience prisoner and that there the food which was supplied 
to him was so unplatable that for four or five days he had to starve, and 
after repeated applications to the jail Superintendents, he got a kind of 
rice cooked in such a way that it was almost impossible for him to try 
a single spoonful of rice. Honourable Members here can easily realise 
what that means. Even if they go without food for a single day, it 
brings on so much weakness ; and they can easily understand what it means 
to go without food for days together; and generally speaking that is what 
often happens* to those ' civil disobedience prisoners of the C class. I do 
not care what amount or kind of labour this class of prisoner has to un- 
dergo, but I do certainly attach importance to the food he gets. He 
ought to get much better food 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy: In jail. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury: Of course in jail. Why not in jail? 
And especially so in the case of tliese detenus who are being supplied 
with bad food and against whom no charge can be framed. I think Dr. 
Suhrawardy will agree with me there. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy: Certainly. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury: I should next like to mention the loss 
these detenus have to undergo owing to lack of sufficient correspondence. 
Suppose a man with an estate in Bengal is sent to Burma and there is 
some litigation pending jn connection with his estate; he has to send a 
vahalatnama from there and do many other things, and it is very diJfi- 
cult to send these in time from such very distant places. The result is 
that he l‘)ses heavily solely because of the distance and of the lack of 
correspondence. j i 

Another point is this. I can quite realise the position of Government r 
who say that letters must pass through their hands and all that. But 
some arrangements must be made to give them better facilities for earlier 
and more speedy correspondence. 

Lastly, I come to the question of the settlement of disputes, and as 
an illustration I could cite an instance which I hope my Honourable friend 
in front of me will himself bear witness to when he was in Mandalay 
jail. It occurred in 1926 when he was there. What was the grievance? 
What did they want? They simply wanted a place for their worship; 
and as you know. Sir, every Indian understands, and I think even an 
Englishman and every man who really believes in the worship of his own 
deity or God can easily concede the right of every man to worship his God 
in his own way. This request was not granted and they sent an ultimatum 
of ten days ; but full twenty three days elapsed and no decision was given 
and then they went on hunger-strike. All that I want to emphasise is this. 
Government say there is a necessity for sending out men to different pro- 
vinces. May I ask the Honourable the Mover of the Bill as to how many 
detenus are going to be sent to different provinces? So far as I can 
gather from the statistics — ^I do not know how far I am correct and I hope 
the Honourable the Home Member will enlighten and correct me if I am 
wrong — ^there are only four detenus who were sent to Eatnagiri jail, six 
were kept in Madras jails, and about a dozen and a half in Burma. If 
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it is only for these men that the Honourable Member finds it necessary to 
promote legislation like this, I can say with confidence and with common 
sense on my side, that it is not necessary at present at all. 

Tlie Honourable Member then said it was absolutely necessary for the 
Government to put through the measure quickly. But as has been pointed 
out by my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, a good sense 
is now prevailing abroad and it is hoped that it will bring about peace 
and harmony in the country ; and it is only quite recently that His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy, in discussing the features of the present situation, ex- 
pressed a feeling that real co-operation and harmony and peace will be 
restored as early as possible. Under these circumstances, I do not under- 
stand why the Honourable the Home Member should seek to rush this Bill 
through so soon without giving any cogent argument in support of it. If, 
as an Honourable Member who interrupted my friend Mr Abd\il Matin 
Chaudhury in the course of his speech said, the jails arc overcrowded with 
j>risoncrs, 1 can just tell him om? thing. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I never supported that. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury: IMany thanks. I merely want to tell the 
House this : that in that case there is a jail at Buxa in the Alipore Dooars 
which is a sufliciently safe place for these detenus if the Government 
wishes to place them there. Bound the jail there, there is a big barrier 
which is very high, and on the top of that barrier there is barbed wire, which 
generally carries such a high voltage of current ihat a mere toucli is 
suihcicTiit to cause death. Surely in a jail like (hat the Government could 
place (hose twelve or thirteen men separately and accommodate them ther(‘ 
easily; there is no necessity of sending (hem to other places if they arc 
too dangerous to lx* kept in Bengal itself, 

Tn these circaimstances, Sir, wo on this side of the House, es])ecially 
Bengalis, cannot see that there is any necessity whatever for rushing 
llirough with this Bill. With these observations I oppose the Bill and 
support the amendment moved by my friend, Mr. Abdul AFatin Chaudhury. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : Sir, as several voices from 
Bengal have already been lieard in one st'nse, those of us wlio represent a 
Bengal constituency here would like to put another point of view. The 
whole of this subject of dialling with a terrorist movement and of detaining 
people without trial, or with forms of ti’ial where the evidence cannot be 
produced, is, ,as we all know, beset with the very greatest ditTiculties. 
A.nd it occurred to mo just now, when my Honourable and learnial friinid. 
Sir Abdur Bahim, was speaking, that he himself provided us with a now 
illustration of those difTiciilt ies. For unless my memory is at fault, and 1 
am entirely open to direction by my Honourable and learned friend, — 
think he was a .\reml)or of the Bengal Government — am not even sure 
lhai. he was not at the time the senior Member .... 

Mr. B. Das (O rissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : He Avas part of a 
soulless machine. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: That is not quite how I would put it, but I think 
that my Honourable and learned friend was actually a Member of the 
Oovornment which introduced the original Ordinance and which introduced 
the original Bill in 1925, with which we are dealing now. 
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Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Eajshnhi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : That is not before the House. The question is only about the 
transfer of detenus. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Yes, quite, but it is made necessary by the re-enact- 
ment in 1930 of a Bill originally introduced in 1925, and I must say that 
this morning when I heard my friend say 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: You raised the point. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: ... in reference to the Punjab Bill that he had 
never before hoard of emergent legislation for a period of five years that, 
it did occur to me that my Honourable and learned friend was suffering 
fioni a certain lapse of memory 

An Honourable Member: No, from a change of climate. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: . . . because he himself was a. Member of a Gov- 
ernment which introduced this very emergent legislation which he said he 
had never heard of for a period of five years. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member): I think my 
Honourable friend was then in cliarge of Jails. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I think that is one illustration, because T have 
not the slightest doiihl that the urgent ri'asons which were sufficient to 
convince my Honourable and learned friend of the necessity for these 
measures in 1925 have unfortunatolv not diminished, or shall I put it, 
though they havi' diminished in the interval they are again most unfor- 
tunately in full operation. The objection to detention without trial we 
all feel. The Bengal Government have made an effort to mitigate it; they 
caimot possihls remove it. It is inherent in the nature of the case, as Sir 
Alexander Muddiman made dear in the speech .... 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh; But how has the Bengal Governmeni mitigated 
it? 


Mr. Arthur Moore: That is what I. am coming to. The Bengal Govern- 
mciit endeavoured to mitigate it, though they could not remove it, by the 
])rovisioii that the evidence should in every case be submitted to two 
t^cssions fliidges. Wc'll, Sir, that is, as W(‘ all Icriow, a mitigation, but 
«)n1y a mitigation. Granted that, when you are dealing with ca terrorist 
movement, you have lo establish this practice of detention, it seems to me 
that if there are overriding neces.sitics for detaining people outside their 
own province, provided the detenus are properly treated in regard to 
accommodation and food, it is not of the same importance as to where 
exactly they arc detained. They are in any event not enjoying their 
normal liberties, and that is inherent in the. case. 

Now, Sir, this is a time when T think that W(; are all anxious at a 
critical period of the constitutional hi.storv of India to do nothing and say 
nothing that could promote ill feeling, and wc have heard from the Honour- 
able the Home Member this morning that for reasons of that nature the 
Government have decided not at the present moment to proceed with two 
Bills. In dealing with his Bill, which the Government cannot drop 
because of their obligations to the Bengal Government, I observed that 
the Honourable the Home Member refrained from building up his case, 
that is to say, he did not bring before us in detail the recent terrorist 
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outrages which have, I believe, shocked all Members of this House. I feel 
that a response of some kind on our part would bo in place. We have 
to remember that there is a vast difference between a purely political 
prisoner and a prisoner who is accused of complicity with a terrorist 
movement. And, Sir, I would call the attention of the House to the 
fact that this Berigal Act does definitely apply and apply only to people 
connected with the terrorist movement. It is not a matter affecting purely 
political prisoners. I think that this is not a moment at which this 
House would desire to associate itself in any way with what may bo called 
a sympathetic protest on the terrorist side. Surely we wish emphatically 
and in every possible way to dissociate ourselves from that movement, i 
am not suggesting that the House should be asked — because I know that 
that would not be in any way in accordance with the feelings of Honour- 
able Members opposite — to associate themselves with any form of dis- 
approval of wliat may be called Satyagraha, or of arrests which have taken 
place recently in phases of non-violent non-co-operation. But we are 
dealing here with terrorism, and Governments faced with underground 
movements are in a very difficult position. I think that if my Honour- 
able and learned friend found it necessary to ask for all these powers in 
Bengal in .1925, we in the position which exists in January 1931, and in 
view of events, very very recent and very distressing events, should not 
refuse those powers to Government when they ask for them.^ 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur .cum Champaran: Non-Muhani- 
4 pm Hiadan) : Sir, I should like to add only a few words to the 
debate, and that will mostly be in answer to one observation 
that fell from my Honourable friends, the Home Member and Mr. Arthur 
Moore. They seem to have made a great point of the fact that one of the 
provisions of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, is to the 
effect that the material facts of each case have to be placed before two 
Judges of the status of Sessions Judges, or Additional Sessions Judges. 
This makes it necessary for me to recapitulate in as few words as possible 
some of the salient features of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act; 
and in doing so, I promise I shall be very brief. 

Under section 2 of that Act, it is the Local Government and the Local 
Government alone which has been vested with the power of committing 
into custody without trial any person against whom it is satisfied that he 
has committed an offence mentioned in that section. Under section 9 of 
the Act, the material facts of the case have to be placed before two Judges 
who have exercised either the powers of Sessions Judges or of Additional 
Sessions Judges. The material facts and circumstances that are in the 
possession of the Local Government have to be placed before the two 
Judges mentioned therein. But is the finding or report of the Judges 
binding upon the Local Government? No. In sub-section {2) of section 
9, it is stated that, “On receipt of the said report the Local Government 
shall Consider the same and shall pass such order thereon as appears to the 
Local Government to be just and proper So, not even the finding oi 
the Judges, based as necessarily it will be one one-sided evidence, ^ is 
binding upon the Local Government. Therefore, it is executive action 
throughout that prevails. Sub-section (5) of the same section says that, 
“Nothing in this section shall entitle any person to attend in person or tc 
appear by pleader in any matter connected with the reference to the saic 
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Judges, and the proceedings and report of the said Judges shall be con- 
fidential”. I ask, is this a trial, or even the mockery of a trial, that has 
been given to the detenu? It is seriously urged by my Honourable friends 
on the other side that they have provided a very good safeguard against 
any miscarriage of justice. The whole evidence is absolutely one*sided and 
tainted. It is recorded in the absence of the person most vitally interested. 
He has no right to appear before the Sessions Judges; he has no right to 
appear either in person or by pleader. I am not aware if any stage has 
been provided in the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act at which the 
explanation or the defence of the accused — ^I mean to say, of the detenu — 
is to be taken. In these circumstances the man is held guilty of an orConce 
not known to himself. In the first place, the man is sent to jail in his 
province. Then it is now proposed to intern him, not in his own pro- 
vince, but in a distant place. All the objections to deporting him to a 
distant place have been mentioned by my Honourable friends who have 
spoken before me, and it is unnecessary for me to repeat them. My 
Honourable friends on the other side have held up before us the dangers 
of the terrorist movement. We all abhor on this side of the House the 
terrorist movement; but the terrorist movement is not on one side only. 
The terrorist movement sometimes proceeds from the side of some people 
who are misguided; and it also proceeds, as at present from the s'de of 
the Government, who are imprisoning and shooting down people and 
making lathi charges all over the country in a lawless endeavour to repress 
the nationalist movement. This is also a serious danger which must be 
guarded against. It is no good for the Government to come here and ask 
us to give them powers to fight the terrorist movement which comes from 
the side of the people. The Government also must not transgress the 
limits of the law and set an example to the terrorist activities of some 
people. With these few w’ords. Sir, I oppose the Bill. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, it is a matter for supreme satisfaction that a respon- 
sible Member formerly associated with the Bengal Government has disso- 
ciated himself from the Government of India, for the very simple reason 
that they are trying to extend the tentacles of what I may call a consti- 
tutional form of terrorism. The Act on which this Bill is based is nothing 
more and nothing less than a form of legalised despotism. Sir, was it 
nut Lord Lytton, the then Governor of Bengal, who publicly stated that 
he asked the Judges of the High Court to go into those dead documents, 
for documents which do not see the light of day are dead documents — ^to 
go into those dead documents and then give their opinion whether people 
with whom those documents dealt w^ere criminals or terrorists or not. The 
High Court Judges of Calcutta refused to go into the dead documents. 
That is a fact which the Honourable the Home Member or any other 
Government Member, including our new Leader of the House, cannot deny. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I have no knowledge whatever of 
any such refusal having been made. 

Mr. p. S. Ranga Iyer: I beg your pardon. I have not at the time 
before me the proceedings of this House, but I can read to you — and it 
is on the record of the proceedings of this House — an identical passage 
which I quoted on a previous occasion when Sir Alexander Muddiman was 
the Home Member, and that statement could not be contradicted, from 
a speech of Lord Lytton made, if I remember aright, at Noakhali or some 
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bucli place, in which he clearly state<l — 1 am almost quoting hig words — 
that, “If the High Court Judges did not agree to sit in judgment over 
these c-asf.'s, it is not our fault. Wo asked them, but they did not 
agree.’' I would ask the Home Department to furnish tlie Honourable 
the Home Member in this particulai* matter with the facts bearing on 
the situation, overworked as he is with the reforms question on the one 
side and with repression on the other. Sir, I say that my statement is 
asbolutely correct and it is on tlic record of the proceedings of this Assem- 
bly. Diit even if the Higli Court Judges had agreed — thank goodness! 
the Judges ot the High Court of ("aleutta have not agreed and in that 
way they have not agreed to pollute the fountains of justice — but even 
if the High Court Judges had agreed, it wwild have made no difference 
to us. Supposing t\vo Judges sat in judgment over certain things which 
they saw in private, do you moan to say that I should accept it, tliat 
the Indian public should accept it, tliat any Englishman w'oiild accept it? 
It is an elementary princifile <>t English jiiris])rudcnce that every man 
who has not been firovc'd to be* guilty is innocent. And in this particular 
case we have tliose people, whom you call crirriinals, whom you describe 
as terrorists, whom you label as anareliists — have any of tiiem been prov- 
en to he guilty? Prove thryv are guilty and send tliem to Uk' gallows, 
(hiilty mt'n must be imprisoin'd or destroxed In whatever fra’iii vonr la\' 
pre.scribes their imprisonment or destruction. Bui 1 do ikJ. for a moment 
agree that these mc ji whom \ou have ]nit in iirison, whom you put in 
certsiln places under some in(ermn'‘nt kind of Piegnlation oi’ under these 
huvs, I do not for a jnonnmt agre(; that thev are guilty. 11 is well and 
good lor tile European IVh'mber from Calcutta to assimu* that tliey an* 
“conneetc'd with tlu? lerrorist movernent’k but he is insulting the intcdli- 
genco of this Ilonse wlien he asserts that hecanse of reecmt tei’rorist out- 
rages we arc asked to give “a sympathetic protest" hy aeeepting this 
Pill. T say in this respect the Hononrahle the European Menilau’ from 
Calcutta has once again illustrated that it is the European conmnmity,— ' 
about whieli wo read a good deal in Mr. IVlontagn's Diarx , — (Laughter) 
which is always worse tlian tlio official community, and the ftict of the 
European coimniinity being worse than the official community was fullv 
shown by ihi» restraint with wliieh the Home Member spoke and tlie laclc 
of restraint which eharaeterised the European Momhor's speech. Ho was 
asking ns, “Do you believe in terrorism? You don’t. Then vote with 
ns. Yon may believa* in Crandhism". Oandhism is nob the subject 
that is being discussed. “If you don’t believe in terrorism, then cf.mo 
into my lobby". That is wliat he was saying to-day. Possibly when 
wc go further into this Session of the Assembly, when the tentacles of 
the Press Bill will come before us, he will deal with Gandhisni and tlien 
say, “If you believe in Gandhism, please don’t vote with us. If you 
don’t believe in Gandhism, then vote with ns for the Press measure which 
is meant for the Gandhist Press". We do not believe in that kind of 
logic. If wc believed in terrorism and in the opposite of constitution- 
aljsm, we would not be present in this House. If wc believed in the 
movement for the breaking up of laws either in a violent or non-violent 
manner, we would not bo hero. should be somewhere else and have 

taken the consequence. It is, T think, utterly insulting for the Mem- 
ber of the European conrimunitv to come and toll us, “It is a pure ques- 
tion of sympathetic protest against recent outrages in Calcutta”. Who 
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in this House could have sympathised with those serious outrages in 
Calcutta? Some Members ' of this House must have already protested. 
Some others may not have expressed their protest by not having had the 
opportunity. But if the (lovernment w’aiited to have the opinion of this 
House on the recent outrages in Calcutta, the proper thing for the Gov- 
pmment to do would be to bring in a motion before tin’s House and as- 
certain the views of Members of this House, and not to bring in a 
measure of this kind, whicli has nothing whatever to do with the recent 
outrages in Calcutta. At any rate, on this particular matter w'e want 
the Home IMcmber lo be (‘xplieit, and so long ns the Home Member does 
not hold that opinion, and so long as ^he Horne Member does not call upon 
us to give an opinion whether w’o are voting for the’ recent outrages in 
("aleiitta or against the recent outrages in Calcutta, it is permissible to 
examine this question in the very narrow’ ham in which it is put and not 
in the very broaden^^d form in whicdi the EnroptMin Member j)ut it, and 
it is because of the broadened form in which he pnf it before us, that he 
referred to Sir Abdnr Bahini, one of the greatc‘st public mow of India and 

at that time Member of the Bengal (Tovernment, and be said, "As you 

were a Membca* of the Bfugal (lovermnt'nt at tlie tiuu' when this 
nieasiire w'as passed and as you an.' now bore in this FTouso. how’ on 
'.artb can you go against this measure?" Wo arc not lo -day discussing 
(Ik* measure passed by Ibe flovcrnmont of Her»tad wbon Sir Abdnr 
llaliim was a inoin])''r of it. If ilir. Covonnuoui of India want to invite 
lis to discii'.s Unit (iiK'stinn. we aix* lievo quite preiiarc'd and quite willing 
io discuss that (jiu'slion, and I tlnuk Kir Alxliir Iiabim will oo^ilribul e bis 
wisdom to that flisciission in the new light, taking into cfauhloralion tin* 

totality of tlu* circnnislancoH to-day. Tlu' lloiiRd Table (k)nforenee was 

nol' sitting in London when Kir Abdiir Tialiim gave* bis consent to llu^ 
nu'asnro h'v rcaisons Imown lo him then and w’bicli as a responsible man 
Ik* eannot disclose to the House today. We are talking of a new' sitiia- 
tk)Ti. We are talking of approaching things with synif)at]iy. W(* an* 
asked to co-o|V’rat(* and w’c* expect that eo-oporation to bt* vosponsivt*. 
It is the lack of that rosyionsive co-operation that is responsible, on tlu* 
]jart of tlie (rovoinuK nt, for forcing us tf) do a double 'vrong to people 
wdio have already been wronged once. For. Kir, it is a (utuuh*. wrong to 
liansport Bi'ngalis from Bengal t-o some other province, and if the Gov- 
ernment wanted to know' the public opinion in the matter of the outrage 
of keeping a prisoner h(*longing to one province in another pi'ovince, they 
could easily havc^ read tlu* opinions expressed up and dow’ii the country in 
the Press and on the ])1atform over the keeping of an c.r-President of this 
House in n province to which he did not belong. Tliey put him on a diet 

whieh ])erhans would have been diffen'nt had be been kept in bis own 

province and kept him in an aimosphore. to which he was most certainly 
not accustomed. If you want to take away men's liberties without a 
tiial, as yon have agreed to do under this 'measure, do not take them 
rovay from tlie ydace to which tbev l)‘*long. Do not- put their relatives 
to the difficulty of travelling long distances in order to have an interview' 
with them. Most of these internees are not very rich people. I know' 
W’hat it is for these poor people to travel long distances in ord^r to *havo 
an interview^ w'ith the internees. You do not deny them interviews. 
You have not transported them <o the Andamans. You say you will 

take them taway from Calcutta to (lape Comorin. Then the relatives 

or those intemcos have to travel all the w’ay from Calcutta to Capo 
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Comorin, face the discomforts of third class travelling, eat a very different 
kind of food to that which they are accustomed in what you are pleased to 
describe as the “Seventh Continent In this continental country you 
are transporting them from Calcutta to Cape Comorin or perhaps to 
Baluchistan. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Or from Madras to Kumaon. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Or from Madras to the wilderness of Kumaon. 
If you want to transport a political prisoner from the Presidency of 
Madras to the wilderness of Kumaon, I would certainly object to it, and 
even my friend Mr. Muhammad Yakub might object to it. Now, Sir, 
the question is why should you be so unjust as to inflict a double 
punishment on a set of people whom you have already punished once. You 
not only punish them. You punish their relatives. You deprive them 
of the very privileges you have provided them, including the privilege of 
interviews. This is nothing short of a scandalous outrage. I am sorry 
that the Government of India, after the speech that was given to us, on 
the 17th instant, should have brought this measure forward, which shows 
that it is a fascinating combination of shyness- and slyness. Four hun- 
dred years ago, there was a propounder of a philosophy which the Gov- 
ernment of India are practising today. His name was Machiavelli. 

Mr, President: Order, order. I should like to know the feeling of 
Honourable Members as regards adjourning the business of the House 
today. I had expected that we might be able to complete our work today, 
but I find, having regard to the progress already made, that we will have 
to meet tomorrow. I should like to know whether it is your desire to go 
on till 5 o'clock or adjourn now till tomorrow. 

(Voices of “Adjourn" from non-official Benches.) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: As we must in any case meet to- 
morrow, I suggest that we might adjourn now. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of tho Clock on Tuesday, the 
20th January, 1931, 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. . President in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWORN: 

Maulvi Badi-ii/.-Zaman, M.L.A. (Rhagalpnr Division: Muhammadan). 


THE BE>3rrAL CETMINATi LAW AATENDMENT (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

BILL. 


Mr. President: Order, order. The House will resume eonsideration of 
ihe Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, IQBO, 
tlif! consideration of which has been moved bv the Honnnrablc Sir Tames 
Trernr, and of the amendment moved by Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury 
for circulation for the purpose of eliciting opinion. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division: Muhammadan 
liiual) : Mr. President, I am very glad that 1 have been able to catch 
your eye, the first thing this morning. I think I owo it to myself, as 
well as to my constituency, to speak a few words on the Bill which was 
introduced by my friend, the Honourable the Home Member, yesterday.; 
Several people from my Presidency have spoken on the subject and it 
ricems to me that none of tliem has really tried to bring to the notice of 
the House what arc the salient features which the Bill contains. Sir, 

I had had time to go through every word of it and what has been stated 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. I do not think it contains 
any thing like a bugbear to frighten away sober-minded people, not 
extremists, but logical and reasonable people who want to see the ordered 
progress of this wonderful country, I do not blame anybody in this world 
for holding his own opinion. I might differ from them and if my idea 
of things and my way of looking at things does not agree with theirs, 
of course it would be the height of injustice on their part to be uncharit- 
‘‘ible and say, “Yon are wrong, we are right”, or for me to say, “You are 
^rong and I am right”. On that dispassionate view of the matter, taking 
that as my theme, I am on my legs now. The Home Member stated that 
after the recrudescence of terrorist activities in my part of Bengal, the 
tiovernment of Bengal had to take recourse to the special emergency 
measure known as the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1925, ^and , 
that. Act, Mr. President, as you know, has been revived, not fully, not 

all its aspects, but in respect of certain matters only. As a matter 
it has been stated in the Bill itself that that very salient and bene- 
ficiul feature in the measure which allows the accused an appeal before 
Ihe High Court, and also the similar feature in the measure which we 
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passed yesterday with regard to the Punjab Bill, is one of review by th« 
High Court in case of capital punishments is still in the Bill and that 
was passed by the Bengal Legislative Council last year. Now if indicts- 
tions have any meaning in this world, you will agree, Mr. President, that 
in these times when one is likely to see some form of autonomy in the 
provinces — and I am sure from that blessing, Sir, my poor province will 
not be debarred — , to mo it would seem that if 1 were to sit in judgment 
on the opinions of the Members of the Bengal Legislative Council on 
that measure, it would be the height of impertinence on my part as a 
legislator. 

Secondly, you will observe that in the body of the Bill, at the tim** 
of its passage through that Council, they did not think it necessary that 
the provisions of clauses B, 4, 5 and 6, which were left out then, should 
be inserted, and with regard to the enactment of those clauses, of course, 
the Ijocal Coverninent have not got the power of making any such laws, 
and, of course, the Government of Bengal finding the necessity, feeling 
that a necessity has arisen for the enactment of those clauses in that 
Bill has approached the Government of India, with the result that an 
amending Bill has been introduced in Ibis House. Some of my Honoin*- 
able friends, like my esteemed friend Mir. Abdul Matin Cbaudhury, feel 
that perhaps there is no inordinate hurry for the passage of this Bill here 
by this House. Well, Sir, I am sure, I am not going to cross swords 
with him on that score, I am sure that, as an intelligent and rising 
hope of his people, he will agree with me that, since last April up to now. 
there have been indications in my part of Bengal which are sufficient 
even to terrorize a monarch, if there was one in existence, like the 
Czar of Kussia. 1 arri sure I will not be wounding the sentiments of 
my Bengali friends, if I say that, since April 1930 up to a very recent 
date last year, there have been many ugly actions of which any Bengali 
should be ashamed. If my life is not secure, if my property is insecure 
and I feel that the life and property of people inhabiting our part of th« 
country are insecure and if on the representations of people, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal take recourse to a measure, and if that is passed by the 
Bengal TjCgislative Council, for us to sit here in judgment on that and 
for us to question their intelligence, of course, T think that by that process, 
we will be paying a very poor compliment to them ; for do not we Bengalis 
feel proud of Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee, the maker of Indian nationalism? 
Do we not say that we Bengalis are an intellectual race? If measures of 
this kind are passed by a majority of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
T do not feel justified myself in going against their wishes. 

There is one other matter to wdiich T should refer in this connection. 
Sir Abdur Eahim, yesterday, was very solicitous for the religious con- 
solation of neonlo living inside the jails. T had the pleasure of knowing 
Sir Abdur Rahim, wdiile he was an Executive Councillor of the Bengal 
Goverijment. He had hern to mv. part of the province and perhaps ho 
know^s the neonle there too. T remember when T was the Chairman 
of the District Tiooal Board of Chittagong, there was a controversy going 
on in the Bengal Legislative Council with regard to the portfolio of which 
he was in charge. My Honourable friend Dr. A. Suhrawardy, who i« 
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sitting in front of me, will bear me out when I say that when that contro- 
versy arose with regard to giving spiritual consolation to people inside 
th(? "jail, perhaps, as a Member of the Government, he did not see his way 
to accede to that request. I am very happy indeed to find that Sir 
Abdur Rahim himself sees the necessity of giving such consolation to 
people inside the jail now. I can tell you, Sir, from my personal experience, 
though not Jis a visitor, that in the Central jail of my town, we have both 
Muhammadan and Hindu gentlemen to preach before the prisoners, 
before all classes of prisoners, and I am sure, if their bent of mind is in 
that direction, they can always take their spiritual inspirations from them. 

One other matter has been adverted to by the noble occupant of the 
Front Bench of the Independent Party, that is, with regard to allowing 
the detenus the facility of interviews with their own people. Pei haps, 
he feels that if those facilities are available ready and handy, those 
gentlemen whose activities have been temporarily suspended will come 
round and perhaps will behave like good citizens. Well, Sir, I know a 
little of that arrangement too. I can tell you that in my town one special 
tribunal is sitting now and there are about three dozen prisoners, all 
hhadraloha, sons of gentlemen, sons of Government offieers, and if the 
environments in which they were brought up and nurtured from their 
early boyhood were not sufficient to bring into tlieir minds the foar of 
God, and duty to mankind, T do not know, Sir, if, after they find that 
their mischief has been found out and that their activities have been 
stopped for a little while, I do not know if they will listen to any reason. 
Mind you, Sir, I do not blame them. I have said at the beginning that 
everybody is entitled to have his own opinion, 'riius far. Sir, I have 
answered one or two points ^^'l^‘ell were made by our friend Sir Abrlur 
Rahim. There were one or two speakers yesterdny wlio complained — 
perhaps it was my Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury 
himself — who complained that these gentlemen, who arc taken inb; 
custody under the law^s of the land, are- entombed and tliev are made <-0 
undergo all sorts of hardships. I have the authority of a very great' 
Indian, I can assure you, Sir, who told me not months ago that gentlemen 
who have been under this discipline gained weight by several pounds and 
enjoyed their stay. Otherwise how' could they have gained any weight- 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Who is that great 
Indian? May I know his name? Will the Honourable Member please 
tell me the name of that great Indian who said that detenus were enjoy- 
ing their stay in jails? T am waiting for an answer. Perhaps niy Honour- 
able friend has forgotten the name. 

Mr. President: You have asked him. He is nof bound to give any 
reply. 

Mr. Muhemmad Anwar-ul-Azim : One or two Hnnomnble. friends have 
asked, “Why, whiat about the habeas cnTpua?'' Well. Sir. anv Govern- 
ment, even if it was the Government of mv Honourable friend, ^Ir. B. 
Das, or even if it w’as the Govemtuont of anvbodv to my ri’/lit, would uof 
have waited one second in trying to save their own skins, if the\ bad any 
sense of responsibiiitv in them. The Honourable the Home Member ha.^ 
very pertinently spoken before the House and said, ves. ii is a certain 
amount of curtailment of activities of the people of that sort. You know. 
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Sir, that if anybody has taken notice of things taking shape in this 
country, he must have noticed that those gentlemen, who are detained 
under these emergency measures, do not stay there long, and as soon as 
they want to got out of it, they can easily do so. 

In this connection. Sir, I would like to tell the House that in 1927 
when the third Assembly was elected, His Excellency the then Governor 
of Bengal invited all Members of the Central Legislature from Bengal to 
a conference with regard to the detention of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra; 
and His Excellency Lord Lytton plainly told every one of us, including 
Mr. Goswami who was then a Member of this House, that if Mr. Mitra 
as a gentleman told Government that he would like to be at homo and 
would not do things which he had been accused of doing, he could come 
out at any time. So, Sir, the charge of entombing these gentlemen and 
keeping them in solitary confinement and subjecting them to torture will 
not hold much water. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt was very charitable yesterday. He said from his 
pla<?e in the House that Government have not made out any case of recent 
emergency. Berhaiis ]\Ir. Dutt has not forgotten what happened during 
the last three or four montlis in Chandpur, Chittagong, Dacca and even 
in Writers’ Buildings itself; and if Mr. Dutt himself were tlie Governor 
of Bengal or an JOxeeutive Coniieillor ihoro, I am sure, ho would have been 
the first man to advise the Asseiiibly to get measures of this kind through, 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
I'horo was an ex-Exeeiiiivo Gouiicillor from my constituency who opposed 
this. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: J am not here to criticise the ways 
of bhe Executive Councillors. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
rnaiian Rural) : You are here to approve of them. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim; 1 do not question the propriety of 
double Knights, C.I.E.'s and Nawabs shaping their policy when they 
come to tl)is House, because that is their own concern. But what I do 
feel as a very humble citizen and as a very humble member of society, 
who has got a stake in the country, both as a public man and also as a 
middle-sized zamindar, is that unless w^e support the Government in 
adopting measures which they feel they want on emergencies — and it seems 
that we are going to have our own Government very soon — we here shall 
not have very much to say to the outside world with regard to our being a 
I'espoiisible body. 

fn conclusion. Sir, T will say this, that I am an humble back-bencher 
in this House, and I should be the last person to wound the susceptibilittes 
of finy one ; and if my frank speaking has not been liked by any one, I 
lidpe he will be charitable, because it is really one of the good qualities of 
a citizen to havt* charity towards his neighbours. With these few words 
I f*,ommend this Bill for the consideration of the House. 

3ii Eajri Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions*. Non-Muham- 
madan) ; Sir, I wish to remind Honourable Members of this 
House that this Bill is a revival of a similar Bill which 
this House threw out in 1926. Clauses 2 and 6 of the 
Bill of 1925 are sought to be reintroduced in the fonn of the 
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present Bill and 1 have before me the debates of the Legislative Assembly 
in that year. Honourable Members will find that Members of all shaded 
of opinion, Hindus and Muhammadans, combined in throwing out the Bill 
bv tbe overwhelming majority of 44. T will give you tl]e exact figun s; 
there were 89 for the Bill and 78 against it, a majority of 44. I am quite 
sure that, if the motion of the Honourable ^fember is pressed to v /.e., 
the result will not be far different. But I wish to place before the House 
a few considerations why Members of all parties should combine to resist 
this encroachment upon the power of the Legislature. Honourable Mem- 
bers are aware that the 1925 Bill was intended to enlarge the power of 
the Executive. The present Bill is, as I have said, a revival of clauses 
2 and 6 of that Bill. Those who have read the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act will find that it gives the Local Government an absolute 
and unfettered discretion to lay by the heels any person whom they consider 
to be dangerous and to send him into imprisonment for an indeterminate 
period. Section 2 says: 

“Where in the opinion of the Local Government there are reasonable ground^ for 
believing that he has acted or is about to act in contravention of the provisions of 
the Indian Arms Act^ . . . has committed, or is committing, or is about to .v)mmifc 

any offence specified in the First Schedule, or has acted or is acting or is about to 
act with a view to interfere by violence or threats of violence in the administration 
of justice, then he may be detained . . . etc. : 

Provided that such order shall be reviewed by the Loeal Government at the end 
of one year.** 

The result of the whole thing is that the Local Government is the 
prosecutor, the Local Government is the Judge. There is no intervention 
of the judiciary to decide whether the man has been rightly detained or 
has not been rightly detained. As was pointed out by Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, the matter is no doubt placed before two Judges under section 9, 
but the Local Government are not bound to accept their report. There- 
fore there is no chock of the judiciary even to that extent against the 
action of the Executive. Sir, I was reading the other day a book written 
by the present TiOrd Chief Justice, of England, Lord Hewart, and I find 
in that book the following passage, which is very pertinent to the discus- 
sion on hand. At page 29 he says: 

“At various times in periods of political unrest, statutes have been passed enabling 
persons to be arrested on suspicion of treasonable practices and certain other offences, 
and detained without bail or trial. Measures of this kind do no doubt to a limited 
extent suspend temporarily the operation of the Act of 1679 (*.«., the Habeas Corpus 
Act). But these statutes, though they have been called Habeas Corpus Suspension 
Acts, have not in any sense suspended the general riijht of the writ of Habeas Corpus, 
nor have they legalised any arrest or imprisonment which would not have been otherwist) 
lawful. Hence it is clear that such statutes have nearly always been followed by 
Act^ of Indemnity protecting from liability all persons who acted in pursuance of the 
(Suspension Acts.** 

To my non-lawyer friends may I point out that under the English 
constitution in cases of grave national emergency, while Parliament utoes 
pass Habeas Corpus Suspension Acts, after a period of sometimes one year 
and sometimes more it immediately passes another Act called an Act of 
rndemnity. And when that Act is passed, every person has got a right to 
prove that the detention that was made by the executive was not lawful; 
and before passing that Act of Indemnity, all cases are therefore subjected 
to review. What have the Legislature done in the present case? Honour- 
able Members will find that, instead of following this practice, they have, 
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in section 14 of the Act, given all persons indemnity in advance. Now, 
the Lord Chief Justice points out that these repressive laws are laws 
which are in derogation of the ordinary rights of the citizen; in another 
place he says — and I would like to read to you three sentences : 

“The business of the executive is to govern; the only persons fit to govern are 
experts; the experts in the art of government are the permanent officials who, exhi- 
biting an ancient and too-much neglected virtue, think themselves worthy of great 
things.” 

Now, Sir, I submit that the passing of the present Bill would be arming 
tlie executive with larger powers than they possess under the Bengal Act, 
and it is therefore the duty of this House to see whether a case has been 
made out for arming the executive with this larger power. I wish to 
submit for the consideration of this House a few facts wich are conclu- 
sive of the whole question. The first point is that we cannot possibly per- 
mit the executive to imprison people \vithout trial. If the executive are 
in a position to place these people before a court of justice within a 
reasonable period, there would be no objection to this Bill. But as it is, 
they wish not merely to take the power to deport Bengalis out of Bengal, 
but also to suspend indefinitely the Habeas Corpus Act, which corresponds 
to section 491 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. I therefore submit that 
the fundamental principle underlying this Bill is vicious; it is opposed to 
all constitutional j)ractice of civilised countries, and as 1 have pointed out, 
quoting the language of the Lord Chief Justice of England, it is a piece 
of legislation which no civilised Govermnont can tolerate. Sir, that this 
is not only my view, but the view of the Government themselves, as 
expressed as far back as 1921 is clear from the unanimous Report of what 
is known as the Repressive Laws Committee. May T read a short passage 
from para. 12 of that Report? It reads: 

“We recognise the force of these arguments — (the arguments which have been 
advanced to give the executive larger powers) — , in particular the difficulty of securing 
evidence or of preventing the intimidation of witnesses. We also appreciate the fact 
that the use of the ordinary law might in some cases advertise the very evil which 
the trial is designed. to punish; but we consider that in the modern condition of India 
that risk must be run. It is undesirable that any statutes should remain in force 
which are regarded with deep and genuine disapproval by .a majority of the Members 
of the legislature.” 

Mr. O. Morgan (Bengal : European) : Which Report is that ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; The Repressive Laws Committee’s Report of 
1921. Lord Sinha, then the Governor of Bihar and Orissa, sent to the 
Repressive Laws Committee a minute in which occur the following sent- 
ences : 

“His Excellency in Council desires again to emphasise the importance of removing 
ftom the Statute-book as far as fxissiblo all special laws of this character, so that the 
Government of India under the reformed constitution may proceed with a clean slate.” 

Sir, tlutir is the opinion of one of the wisest and greatest men that 
India has produced ; and when this question came up in 1925, let me recall 
the words of another distinguished son of India, the Honourable Mr. 
Jinnab. This is what he said: 

“It is nothing else but a disgrace to any civilised Government to resort to a measure 
of this character.” 
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Sir, I do not think there can bo two opinions upon this question. This 
IS an intensified repressive law, and the executive, it may be, taking 
advantage of the fact that many Members of this House are new and 
ignorant of the history of legislation in this House, arc trying now once 
more to place upon the Statute-book a measure which in 1925 was rejected 
by the majority I have mentioned. I submit that this House should not 
have the slightest hesitation in rejecting this measure promptly and 
decisively, as it did in 1925. 1 wish to point out that no fresh reasons 

have been given why this measure should receive tlie consent of this 
House. Tt has been stated by the Honourable the Horne Member that we 
want to remove the detenus from what ho considered demoralising environ- 
ments. Sir, those are words which signify nothing to us. If the Honour- 
able Member had come before ns and given more specifically the reasons 
which have impelled the Government to reintroduce this measure after it 
was once debated and buried by ibis House only five years ago, we would 
have been in a position to (consider it; but the reasons that he has given 
are nothing except a rrchavffc. of the reasons which his distinguished pre- 
decessor, Sir Alexander Mnddiman, gave when introducing the measure 
before this House. 

There is another fact which this House must bear in mind and that 
fact is this : if you give the executive the larger ])ovver which they demand 
of deporting people outside llengal, you would necessarily he agreeing to 
the power of the executive to detain persons without trial. 1 ask Honour- 
able xMembers of this Hous(‘, “Are you in favour of giving the executive 
the power of imprisoning people without trial?’' 'Fhat is the whole ques- 
tion; and if you are not in favour of it, you cannot be in favour of giving 
them the larger right of depicting them oulside the province where they 
were arrested. 

Sir, 1 was reading the oilier day a history of the French lievolution, 
and 1 find that in those days they had what they called leltcrs dv, cachet; 
they used to give blank warrants, and people used to go and knock at the 
doors id houses and say, “Look here, you have been maligning the Govern- 
ment. Come along wiili me”, and then transport them to other parts of 
the country. That this system of arbitrary seizure of the person and deport- 
ing him and detaining him for an indeterminate period is a vicious principle 
is recognised now in the jurisprudence of all countries. And more 
so, it is recognised in the jurisprudence of the British ('omnion- 
vvcalih. In England where the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act is 
resorted to only in cases of extreme emergency and where it is immediately 
followed by an Indemnity Act giving the TiOgislature the right and the power 
of examining all cases in which the executive had used tlieir authority, even 
tluu’e the judicial authority, the higliest in the country, has condemned this 
procedure as the negation of tlie right of citizenship, and I understand, Sir, 
fr(»m the newspapers that this hook, the “New Despotism”, published, by 
the Lord Chief Justice of England created such a sensation in Englahd that 
they liave a})pointed a Committee for the purpose of revising all these 
measures for the pur])os 0 of ensuring the liberty of the subject. While they 
are doing that in England, is tliis Legislature to take the reverse course of 
arming the executive with mucli larger powers, with powers which arc 
absolutely unfettered and unqualified, and which give, them the right, with- 
out any judicial control, of arresting and detaining persons for reasons 
which they are not bound to disclose? Sir, Honourable Members are well 
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aware of what is intended to be implied in practice from the language of 
clause 2 about the opinion of the Local Government. The Local Govern- 
ment, Sir, is a figure of speech. The Local Government act upon the 
advice and, perhaps on the confidential reports, of the police officers, and 
there is no check by way of cross-examination, and there is no safeguard 
by w'ay of a judiciial or quasi-judicial trial. I understand, Sir, there aio 
over 300 people who arc held in detention in "Bengal, and if you give the 
executive power to deport these people outside their province, you would 
be not only enlarging their powers for deporting them outside Bengal, but 
ratifying their act and justifying the use of their power of arbitrary seizure 
of the person and of indeterminate detention. Are you prepared to do it? 
That is the short question. I have already recalled to you the language of 
one of the leaders of this House in 1925, and T hope, Sir, that every elected 
Member in tliis House will combine to throw out this repugnant measure. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Sir, yesterday when 1 was listening to the 
great speech of a distinguished member of the Calcutta Bar, I thought that 
he alone enjoyed the single distinction of being a past master in making 
incoherent speeches ; but today listening to another speech of another great 
and distinguished member of the same Bar, I found he was not alone in 
that art and that there were others too, and on this great distinction achiev- 
ed by the Calcutta Bar I beg to offer my sincere congratulations to the ex- 
Advocate General of that Bar. 

Sir, I fully share the joint responsibility of the Members of this Assembly 
to assist Government in taking any measures for tlie preservation of peace 
and law and order in this country. I have never shirked my responsibility 
in lending my support to such measures, even if it were at the loss of cheari 
popularity with tlic masses. I also fully realise that in abnormal conditions 
the State has sometimes to take abnonnal measures and to forge arms 
ncces.sary to meet such abnormal conditions. I am also fully conscious of ihe 
fact that now’-a-days we are passing through abnormal conditions in India, 
and that if any measures were really needed to meet the present conditions 
w^e should not shirk our responsibility in supporting the Government in 
passing such measures into law. J3ut, Sir, we must also boar in mind 
that in forging such measures we should not inflict unnecessary hardship 
upon those persons wdio are going to be the victims of such laws. In fact, 
even a prisoner whoso offence has been proved, whose guilt has been 
established by a Court of law, need not be given unnecessary punish- 
ment and should not be subjected to unnecessary hardship, much loss 
in the case of persons whose guilt has not been established in any Court 
of law and whose liberty is to be restricted only on suspicion. It may be, 
Sir, that the reports on which his record is framed and the infonnation 
which is supplied against him may be the result of a hojia fide mistako 
on the part of those who are charged with collecting such information 
6r it fnay be the result of the mala fide activities of some officers whose 
very existence depends only upon procuring and, if they cannot procure 
it, upon forging information against certain persons. Therefore, Sir, it 
is most necessary that in supporting such measures w'e must see that 
unnecessary hardship is not done to anybody who comes under the 
ordeal of those measures. 
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Now, Sir, let us see what is the necessity for the Bill which has been 
placed before the House today. We are not discussing the question of 
arming the Government with authority for curtailing the liberties of 
persons against whom there is some suspicion. I am conscious of the 
fact that in certain circumstances Government cannot bring before the 
law courts the evidence which they have in their possession against 
certain persons. I am also conscious of the fact that in certain cases 
there may be some evidence which it would not be in the public interest 
to place before the law courts, and therefore in extraordinary cases Gov. 
ernment should be armed with the power of curtailing the liberties of 
certain persons, but that power they have already got. That measure is 
already on tlie Statute-book, and in discussing this Bill we are not review- 
ing that Act. The only question before the House is whether, in addi- 
tion ‘to the curtailment of the liberties of such persons, we should also 
deport them, we should also exile them to strange parts of the country. 
That is really the question, and we have got to see whether we are justi- 
fied in passing such a law or not. 

Now, ISir, 1 was really surprised to hear the most solemn and grave 
speech, of twenty minutes duration, of the Honourable the Home Member 
ill depicting the horrors of communism in this country. I thought that he 
was presenting before the House some measure which would stop those 
horrors of communism and eradicate the evil of terrorism. If my Honour- 
able friend, the Home Member, is prepared to give us an undertaking on 
the floor of this House that by passing this measure he will eradicate all 
the crime in the country, that by putting this Bill on the Statute-book,, 
all the communism in the country will be stopped, then I am sure that 
this House will not shirk its duty in lending its support to him. Lei him 
say that, after this Bill is passed, everything has been done to eradicate 
the evil of communism and that they will not introduce the Press Bill 
or bring any other repressive measure before the House. If this measure 
does not go far enough, then I do not find that there is any justification 
for adding to the injury which we will be doing by curtailing the liberty 
of tlie people of this country. To me, Bir. it seems that the measure 
which is placed before tlie House is tantamount to a confession on the 
part of the Government that they are unable to perform their duties and 
that their officers, who are in charge of keeping the peace in the country, 
are quite inefficient. 

To put it in a nutshell, what does this measure mean? It means that 
there are 300 detenus in Bengal, that the Government of Bengal are in- 
capable of disconnecting tliem from the rest of Bengal, and that they can- 
not prevent secret intercourse between these detenus and tlie people of the 
province. This shows the inefficiency of their officers who are in charge 
of the work. The next thing is that they are unable to provide accom- 
modation for these 300 detenus. Are these two considerations sufficient 
to bring in such a measure before the House and to deliver a speech of 
twenty minutes duration, pregnant with such solemnity? If the Go\^ern- 
ment of India are prepared to spend lakhs and lakhs of rupees, for 
instance, forty lakhs of rupees in building a separate recreation club for 
the sake of half a dozen railw^ay officers, in a town where already an 
European club exists, it is surprising that they cannot find money to pro- 
vide separate accommodation for these 300 defenus in the province to 
which they belong. If they cannot find efficient officers to perform their 
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duties and to stop the sources of connection between these detenus and 
the people of the province, then they cannot justify their existence in 
India, on the pretext that they are the guardians of the peace and that the 
duty of preserving law and order in the country has devolved upon them. 
These are the only two grounds on which the Government have brought 
this Bill before the House, and I think that tliose grounds ^have got no 
force and they fall to the ground. 

Now, Sir^ the rigour and the extraordinary hardship which this Bill 
would entail upon those persons who would become victims of this mali- 
cious measure have already been fully given expression to by the previous 
speakers, and I need not go into them over ag{iin. Some of these hard- 
ships, of course, it is in the power of the Government to remove Or to 
mitigate, for instance, to provide these people with the same food which 
they get in their own province, and things like that; but there are certain 
hardships over wliicli the human hand has no control, as for instance, 
climatic conditions. For example, if you deport a man from Madras to 
Peshawar, what will be his condition in the month of December? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Ho will be frozen to death. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Surely. Then there is the difficulty about 
language. If a man living in Madras is deported to a place in mv pro- 
vince, say, Allahabad, suppose he tells the man in the jail lhat he wants 
some rice. In Madrassi language they call it “Chour'\ In Urdu *‘Chour” 
means a thief. If the deportee wants rice, I do not know how the jail 
official in Allahabad is going to lielp him. These arc the difficulties of 
climate, difficulties of lang\mge. difficulties of surroundings, over which 
the Government, even if they wanted to. have no control, and for these 
reasons, I think that this Bill should not be supported. 

Before T conclude my remarks, T wish to inform the House that my 
Honourable friend Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim, who alleged that he had personal 
4icquaintance with the ejc-Member of the Bengal Executive Council, has 
made certain allegations against him which are totally false .... 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions: Muhammadan' 
Bural) : Why docs he not speak ? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: W'hen his time comes, he will speak. 
{An Honourable Member : “Ho has already spoken. “) Ho spoke be- 
fore these charges were levelled against him. I am perfectly justified 
in saying that what has been said about Sir Abdur Rahim, that 
he opposed giving any religious facilities to prisoners in Bengal, is 
totally false, and that Sir Abdur Rahim was the first man who showed 
his sjanpathy and who allowed facilities for religious observances to the 
Indian prisoners. If Members of this House make such irresponsible statc- 
rr.onts on the floor of the House, 1 think that instead of curtailing the 
liberties of suspicious persons in Bengal we will have to bring in some 
measure to curtail the liberty of speech of such iiTesponsiblc Members of 
the House. 

With thes^ remarks I oppose the Bill . 
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Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Sir, although I find myself in^ agreement with the 
views expressed by the distinguished legal luminary from Moradabad, I 
have no desire to imitate his good taste or his good example in paying com- 
pliments to the relevancy or coherency of his speech. 1 do admire his 
championship of an caj-Member of the Bengal Executive Council who was 
in charge of the Jail portfolio, but I think that the Honourable Member 
can take go(3d care of himself and does not stand in need of any help from 
Moradabad or elsewhere. 

Sir, if I rise to intervene in the debate, I do so because with all the 
goodwill and the desire to support Government and strengthen their hands 
in fighting the terrorist movement, I find myself unable to lend an un- 
qualified support to the measure before the House. My reasons are quite 
different from the reasons advanced by my Honourable friends like Sir 
Hari Singh Gour or Mr. Muhammad Yakub. Apart from the legal and 
(Muistitutional grounds there are other grounds for opposing the Bill. I 
liave had exceptional opportunities of knowing Uio practical difficulties in 
the way of a measure like this, and the harsh and oppiessive operation 
of the law, especially when a person is deported from outside the province. 
I have read and re-read the Bill, and I find that the saPient features of the 
Sill boil down only to this, that it confers power to deport a jierson outside 
Bengal. I am not quite sure whether deportation, or committing a person 
to custody in any jail outside Bengal, contemplates deportation or com- 
mitting a person to custody in any jail outside British India. If it had 
been a case of deportation outside British India, ^perhaps I might have 
Ijoon in a better position to support the Bill, because, so far as India 
itself is concerned, India in the year of grace lOHI is quite different from 
the India of 1011, when tlic Government of India ran away from Bengal 
and sought refuge in tlie dilapidated citadel of the great Moghul. Bevo- 
liitionary movements might liave been confined to Bengal and Bengal alone 
m 1911. But I do not know wbero now to find the head and centre of the 
revolutionary movement. Its tentacles or its net-work have been spread all 
f)ver India. And whore are you going to deport the so-called terrorists and 
revolutionaries of licngal? F say .so-called, because the persons whom 
you are going to detain arc alleged terrorists and I have nr. proof, no evi- 
d(‘nce before me to show' that they are terrorists, nor can I be convinced 
unless they are tried and convicted, that tlicy are terrorists. If you deport 
them to the Punjab, well, wc have had examples of the t(‘rrorist outrages 
in Lahore itself. We have got the i.ahore (k'lispiracy case going on. 

What arc the reasons for the Gove rnment of Bengal or the 
12 Noon. Government of India asking for power To deport people from 
Bengal to places outside Bengal, t have not yet been able to find out the 
reasons. I think Sir James Crerar said in his speech tluit the reason for 
deporting people outside Bengal is tin's, tliat ])eo|)le outside might get into 
contact wa’th the detenus inside the jail and that there was an apprehen- 
sion that some rich detenu might bribe subordhiate jail olheials. 1 do not 
know wdicther Sir James Crerar actually made iis(' of these words.-’ ’ 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home iMeinber): They arc noi quite 
what I said. 


Dr. A. Suhrawardy: Anyw’ay, 1 have luul considerable ('xp('ricnce of 
Bengal jads as a eoustani visitor of jails, and I know who are usually jail 
officials. They are Europeans; there are in some cases Anglo-Indians. 
They are in the majority. So far as warders are concerned,' they are not 
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people of Bengal. The majority of them are Sikhs or Punjabis ^'r up- 
country people. \V))o are the subordinate jail odiciala intended? In the 
name of those ill-paid unfortimatc Bengalis, Hindus and Mussalmans, wlio 
occupy very subordinate positions as suibordinate Assistant Jailors, 1 re- 
pudiate the suggestion that they are more ainonablc to l)ribery or corrup. 
tion than people in other parts of India. Then from the practical point 
of view, 1 think that by deporting the J^cngal revolutionary or alleged 
revolutionary or terrorist to any other part of India, you simply act as a 
propagandist of the revolutionary movement. When Mr. S. C. Mitr?, 
was deported to Mandalay, the eyes of the whole world were concentrated 
on Mandalay, and if I am noi- mistaken, even in the Bunria Legislative 
Council tlicre were questions and liiesoluitions about the Bengal detenus 
in Burma. You remove a man to Lahore jail. He goes on hunger strike 
and sometimes it may liappen that he dies. You afford an opportunity 
for a big procession from Lahore to Calcutta. What more powerful agency 
do you want for propaganda or f<n* arousing the indignation of the people 
and their sympathy towards tlu' alleged terrorist whom ^ou allow tlie 
opportunity to die in a ])liiee outside his province, where the pt^oplc, 
generally speaking, arc noi at all in sympathy with the terL*/)nst movement. 
Then there an' all sorts of stories of ill-treatment of the prisoners in jails. 
When such a story gets abroad from a local jail in Bengal, wo have imme- 
diate means of finding out that it is not true. Not very long ago wo had 
great excitement in Calcutta on the alleged ill-treatment of Mr. Snbash 
Chandra Bose and .Mr. Sen Oiipta insider the Alipore or the Presidency 
jail. Sober-minded people had had opportunities of having access to 
Honourable Member in charge of jails and of visiting the jail and ascer- 
taining what the trutli was. Not long ago, if my rneniorv S(‘rves me right, 
rumour spread in Calcutta that a certain detenu or inmate of a jail was so 
ill-treated in Benares tliat he* died and that lit had gone previously on 
hunger strike as a result of the ill-treatment. It is alleged in certain 
quarters that the terrorist outrage in the Writers’ Buildings in Calcutta 
and the murder of Colonel Simpson were somehow connected with ihis 
rumour spread from Benares and published in certain newspapers. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Honourable Member knows 
quite well that it was a totally false rumour. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy: That is exactly my point. It is a totally false 
rumour. That is a ground for your Press Act, the consideration of which 
you have postponed in view of the long-expected announciunont of th(^ 
Premier in order to create an atmosphere of goodwill, hut you have not 
the good sense to postpone this measure. The redeeming feature of that 
unredeemed Act, in the words of my friend IVIr. Arthur Moore, the ‘Punjah 
Act 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) ; On a point of explanation. I 
never referred to the Punjfvb Act in that way. 

* Dr. A. Suhrawardy: 1 beg your pardon. I ndojit the expression, never 
mind whose words they arc. The redeeming feature of that unredeemed 
Act, the Punjab Act, is not present so far as this measure is concerned. 
It is quite a different thing to lend support to the Punjab Amending Bilk 
but this Bill is a highly controversial measure. There is no doubt about 
it. From the point of view of Government themselves it is not advantage- 
ous to hurry through this Bill and to pass it in the teeth of opposition of 
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ihe elected majority in this House. You have no doubt got the weight 
of majority on your side, with your nominated Members and the oflicial 
bloc. On the eve of the constitutional announcement of the Premier, 
unless it is going to be a jugglery of words, it is highly improper that this 
measure should be pushed through, and 1 oppose this Bill on general 
grounds. Assuming for argument’s sake that there may be nothing wrong 
ill giving the Government of Bengal and the Government of India the 
power of deporting a person outside Bengal, I am not prepared to assume 
that in Bengal there are officials who would administer this Bill in a. 
j;])irit of humanity. Liberalise the whole system. Give mo an assurance 
ihat the administration of this Bill and the application of power will be 
liuitianised and then I may consider whether 1 should support this Bill 
Di’ not. If the Government are really anxious to criisli the revolutionary 
movement, they should seriously think whether they should not transfer 
liotu Bengal to the Government of India or outside India some of their 
uwn officials, whose personal un])opularity is responsible for much of the 
discontent in Bengal. As regards Ihc question of detention and deporta- 
lion, I am not quite sure wh(‘ther it will always be to the advantage of 
( iovornmeiit. 1 have been a student of philosophy and of psychology. To 
certain extent I know the influence of change of environment and of 
'.‘liTnato on persons. But it docs not necessarily follow tliat it will be always 
lo llic advantage of Government. I sec how the gentle and meek lamb 
from Madras roars like a lion in the wilderness of Kumaon. I also con- 
iM?ive how the strong arm of bureaucracy which deported my friend Mr. 
S. 0. Mitra from Bengal to the Mandalay jail now sits by his side, when 
transported from Bengal to Behar, as his greatest and strongest champion. 
Then, Sir, I am reminded of a personal experience of niinc, and Sir Abdur 
hahim might remember the case. There was a young man, a young poet 
of the name of Nazr-ul-Islam. He was incarcerated in the Hooghly jail. 
Piumour spread in Calcutta that ho had been on hunger-strike for 35 days 
und was on the point of death. A meeting was held under the presidency 
of the late Mr. C. E. Das and he very kindly — I do not know for what 
reason — conferred upon me the honour of undertaking a journey from 
Calcutta to Hooghly in order to interview — as I happened to be a jail 
visitor at the time — ^tHis young man and persuade him to give up the 
folly of persisting in his hunger-strike. Well, I could not very well decline 
the honour, in spite of the personal and domestic difficulties which I had 
to contend with, because there was illness in my family. But I myself 
had to suffer some privation and to undertake a journey from Calcutta to 
the Hooghly jail to persuade this young man; and I was glad that the 
result was satisfactory, because he immediately gave up the hunger-strike. 
But is it always possible for me or any other person, however enthusiastic 
ho may be, to undertake a journey from Calcutta to, say, Mandalay, and 
persuade a man like Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra or any other person, 
if he adopts the suicidal attitude of going on hunger-strike, as would be 
possible for us to do if any such man were incarcerated in the Alipore 
jail? I ask. what facilities do we get; what facilities do the relations and 
persons incarcerated and transported outside the province get for interview? 
What facilities would you give me find other Members of the Asservibly, 
who would like to visit detenus in jails and satisfy ourselves as to the 
treatment accorded to them? Am t going to ho given a gold pass to 
travel all over India and to visit the Yeravda jail or the jail in Coimbatore 
f^r to go to the North-West Frontier Province or Burma? T cannot afford 
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at my own cost, in spite of rny enthusiasm, to undertake a journey and 
then be confronted with all sorts of difficulties when I approach the*^ jailor 
there. Sir, I am reminded of tlie fact that, during the three years of in- 
carceration of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra in the Mandalay jail, when there were 18 detenus there, only one 
person could visit the Mandalay jail and that was Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 
a flourishing lawyer of the Calcutta Bar, who could only visit his brother,. 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, and that only on the eve of his release w’hen a 
rumour, perhaps false, spread that he was dying and was suffering from 
tuberculosis. Well, I said that perhaps the rumour was false, because,, 
unless Subhas Chandra Bose had discovered the remedy of curing himself 
of consumption, T cannot understand how a gentleman whom my friend,. 
Mr. Ariiar Nath Du It, described as having returned to Bengal late in 
1927 as a p(*rfect wreck, how on the 3rd of February, 1928, he was a 
wrecker himself of the Presidency College and many other institutions. 
(Laughter.) Anyway I have already foreshadowed my reasons for being 
disinclined to support the Bill. T do not do so, Sir, in any spirit of 
obstructionism or opposition. TTonourable Members will realize that I am 
doing so with the best of goodwill. I liavc had practical experience of the 
difficulties, »)f the great hardship and of the suffering of the detenus and 
their relations and friends. 

Mr. C. C. Biswas (Calc.utta : Non -Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, corning 
as I do from Bengal, 1 feel I cannot record a silent vote on this question. 
Sir, the (lel)ate has travelled over a very wide range, much wider than it 
need have floiui. 'riu; whole question of the policy underlying the main 
Act which it is ])r(jposed tc. supplement by the provisions of the present 
Bill has been opened up. Much as T think that that aspect of the question 
should have* been put aside, wlien it has been raised, J cannot but join 
my voice to the protest which has gone up from the floor of this House 
against tlie principles of that measure. (Applause.) I make bold to say 
that any law which authorises arrest and detention without trial for an 
indefinite period is something of which no civilized administration can feel 
proud (Hear, hear); hut, placed as we are, — and that is the tragedy of 
the situation — there are some things which we have got to accept as settled 
facts; and so far as wc are concerned here today, the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 1930 is siicli a settled fact. T know it is claimed on 
behalf of the executive that this measure aims at striking at terrorists 
and terrorism. I am one of those who have no reasons to have any love, 
not even a sneaking sympathy, for teiTorists. In the early days of terrorist 
.agitation in Bengal, Sir, more than 20 years ago, I lost a very dear and 
near one as the victim of a terrorist outrage. All the same. Sir, detest 
as T do terrorists and terrorism, T cannot at the same time reconcile myself 
to any proceeding which seems to me to be nothing but a negation of all 
law, a challenge io the fundamental rights of citizens, a denial of the right 
which vou give to the rnennest criminal of being tried before a judicial 
tribunal, f Applause.) If J could feel assured, Sir, that bv enacting 
measures like this you could eradicate the evil which vou are trying to 
suppress. T should have accorded mv unstinted and whole-hearted support, 
but I ask, has that object been achieved? Sir, T will not go back into 
past history. T shall refer only to recent events. T would ask my friends 
opposite to tell the House if, in spite «»t such measures as the Bengal 
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Criminal Law Amendment Act or its temporary substitute, the ordinance, 
it was possible for the executive to prevent such deplorable outrages as 
have disgraced the fair name of my province within the last few months. 
Was it possible for them, by keeping in detention suspected revolutionaries, 
to prevent the murder of Mr. Lowman, or the murder of Col. Simpson, or 
to prevent the attempted assassination of Sir Charles Tegart? That is^ 
Sir, why I say that the very object with which such special legislation 
is enacted has, so far as past experience shows, been not achieved. I 
know, Sir, that the times are exceptional; exceptional situations call for 
exceptional remedies, but exceptional remedies have got to be justified by 
the results. I venture to think, if you examine the facts, you will not be 
satisfied that the expected results have been obtained. Be that as il 
may, the Act is there, and it is our business here to see that the fetters 
are not made more rigorous than they need be. 

Sir, turning to the present Bill, I have examined very carefully the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. I have listened very carefully to the 
speech which was made by the Honourable the Home Member yesterday. 

I am not satisfied that a very convincing case was made out. This Bill, 
as you must liave seen, takes power, first of all, for the Local Government 
to transfer any detenu from Bengal to some other province, and secondly, 
it abolishes the writ of habeas corpus so far as these persons are concerned. 
What arc the grounds, Sir, on \vhich it is suggested that these persons 
ought to be transferred out of Bengal in the public interest? Some of the 
previous speakers, especially my Honourable friend Dr. Suhrawardy, have 
dealt with the first ground which was brought forward by the Honourable 
the fTomc Member. T know there have been occasions recently in Bengal 
jails of outbreaks of indiscipline, and sometimes of violence, among the 
inmates. That is a state of things, which none of us, I believe, will approve, 
of, and if any measures were needed for the purpose of securing discipline 
in jails, I am quite sure that Members of this House would lend their 
support to .such measures. Hut to say that it is not possible to secure dis- 
cipline in Bengal, constitutes a libel upon the Bengal administration. What 
right have you to assume that what the aullioritios in Bengal cannot do, 
the authorities of some other province will be able to accomplish? After 
all, the number of persons so far dealt with under this Act is about 350. 
The object is to isolate them, to segregate them, to keep them away from 
other people who might contaminate them or whom they might con- 
taminate. T ask, Sir, is Bengal so small that no accommodation can be 
provided within its four corners for these 350 people? In Bengal, they 
have opened special jails for the accommodation of those who have been 
and are being arrested in shoals from day to day in connection with the 
civil disobedience movement. Why, then, should not the Bengal Govern- 
ment he able to provide special jails for Ihese detenus? Why should it net 
be possible for them to hire houses for these men. if necessary, if it is 
not deemed expedient to keep them in ordinary jails along with other 
prisoners? Sir, the risks involved in the transfer from Bencf.al to another 
province have oeen referred to by more than one speaker. The difTiculties 
are not imaginary; the grievances are not sentimental. Sir, remember that 
the persons whom you are dealing with \inder this enactment are jiot per- 
sons who have been tried and found guilty: they are persons against whom, 
on their own showing. Government find it difTiciilt or inexnodient to enforce 
even the preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. That being 
so, it is only just and reasonable that those persona should not be put to 
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any worse treatment than their status and position in life entitle them to. 
(Hear, hear.) It is enough, Sir, that you deprive them of their liberty, it 
is enough, Sir, that you restrict their movements, but for Heaven’s sake, 
do not subject them to any unnecessary ill-treatment for nothing. You 
do not mete out such ill-treatment even to persons who have been tried 
and convicted. Why, then, should you treat these men in a different 
way? Sir, I will refer to some of these difficulties once again even at 
the risk of repetition, and I should be prepared even to suggest for the 
consideration of the Government that if this measure is placed on the 
statute-book, it should be there with adequate safeguards to ensure that 
these prisoners, who will be dealt with thereunder, will not be subjected to 
more harsh treatment than is absolutely necessary. Take, first, the ques- 
tion of interviews. Tt has been pointed out how difficult it is for the 
friends and relatives of these men to obtain interviews whicb, according 
to the regulations, they are accorded. As one of the speakers reminded Hon- 
ourable'. Members yesterday, there were about twenty people who had been 
deported to Burma under the enactment of 1025. T think, T can speak 
without fear of contradiction when T say that, out of these twenty, there 
was only one in whose case it was possible for his brother to go to Burma 
and interview the detenu. T refer to Mr. Sublias Chandra Bose. The 
others had no interviews with their friends and relations during all the 
period of three years that tlicy were kept in Mandalay. My humble sug- 
gestion is that if yon have this Bill, then you must provide either in the 
Bill or by rules under the Bill or by executive instructions, if necessary, 
that in such cases, travelling allowance should be paid to friends and 
relations of these persons who may be permitted to go and interview thorn. 
Then, Sir, about the difficulties regarding food and the manner of cooking 
and so forth, a BonPl prisoner taken to another province often finds it 
difficult to adjust himself to the new variety of food or the new method of 
cooking he finds there. Therefore, my suggestion is that if you should 
find it necessary to take away a man from Bengal, you must make it a 
rule that in every such case, you must send along with him, or along with 
that batch of Bfjngali detenus, a Bengali cook, and you must arrange for 
Bengali food to be provided for them. (Laughter.) I notice some of my 
Honourable friends seem to take this lightly. It is, however, a matter 
which vitally affects those prisoners, vitally affects their health, and if 
there is any other suggestion which can be made by any other Member, I 
am quite sure the House will be prepared to consider that. But I am 
placing before you, Sir, some definite and concrete suggestions as they occur 
to me. Then, Sir, there is the question of the climatic conditions of the 
place to which it may be considered desirable to remove the man. The 
whole point, I take it, from the Government point of view is that the man 
must be removed from Bengal. Eemoval from Bengp.l need not imply 
that the transfer must be to the North-West Frontier or to Mandalay. 
India is large enough, and there might he other places to which, having 
regard to the health of the detenu, the transfer Tvould be more suitable. 
In such cases I suggest that the Government should undertake to have a 
mediaal report regarding the prisoner and get medical advice as to the 
best place w’here ife may be desirable to remove him. At any rate he 
should have a choice of places to which it may be possible to transfer him 
without injury to his health. I lay gi-ent stress upon that point, because 
it has been the experience of many of these unfortunate people that as 
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a result of detention in a climate which did not suit them at all: theii; 
health had been permanently impaired. 

Then, there is the question of delay in correspondence. I am told that 
the result of the transfer of these men from Bengal to another province 
means a double censoring, censoring once in Bengal and once in the other, 
province. If that be so, then, of course, it means unnecessary delay in 
the transmission of their messages. I think matters should be so arranged 
that at any rate important and urgent communications may reach these 
people at the earliest opportunity. 

These are questions no doubt of detail. I think the best course would 
be to thresh them out in Select Committee; and that is why I suggest that 
if this motion is lost, my Honourable friends opposite should not oppose 
the motion for reference to a Select Committee, which I find next on 
the agenda. These are some of the difficulties which I think ought to be 
adequately provided for, and if even these are not so provided for, you 
have absolutely no justification for pressing this Bill before the House. 
But as I said,, the fundamental objection remains. The Bill itself is a 
piece of odious legislation; I mean, the main Act is a piece of odious legis- 
lation, and if we can help it, we ought not to do anything on the floor of 
this House which might make it more odious still. 

Hr. B. Das: Sir, I move that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Mr. President, I propose at this 
stage to make some observations in the first instance^on some of the more 
general questions relating to the Bill which have emerged in the course 
of the debate, and in the second, to address myself briefly and more parti- 
cularly to the motion for circulation. In my opening remarks I explained 
to the House that I did not consider it necessary to embark upon any 
elaborate justification of the general grounds which underlie the local Act 
and, in so far as the supplementary Bill is relevant, aflect the supple- 
mentary Bill. I explained that I did not consider it necessary to do so 
because I thought that there would be universal recognition in the House 
of the grave state of affairs in Bengal and elsewhere which renders it 
imperative to arm the Government with special powers. Nor should I 
have considered it necessary to revert to that question if the remarks of 
one or two of the speakers who immediately preceded me today had not 
raised doubts in my mind as to whether after all there were not one or 
two Honourable Members— I hope not more — who were disposed to 
challenge the general basis on which the local Act has been enacted. I 
can hardly imagine myself, Sir, that Honourable Members who Inive 
spoken in that sense do Seriously intend to raise that question or expect 
the House to concur with them in their doubts. And for that reason I 
do not now propose to embark upon a long recital of the melancholy series 
of outrages which have necessitated this legislation. I must, however, 
take exception to the remarks made by Sir Hari Singh Qour, in which he 
imputed to me and to Government some intention of taking advantage 
of the ignorance of Honourable Members of this Assembly in promoting 
this legislation at this stage in a new Assembly. I think. Sir, that was 
a somewhat misconceived remark, par^tly because, I imagine, Sir^ Hari 
Singh Gour may conceivably overrate his own appreciation of the issues 
in question and may underrate the knowledge of other Honourable Mem- 
bers who have taken their seats for the first time in this Assembly., X 
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cannot also help iniimaliiig some surprise and sonie amount of regret that 
my Honourable friend Mauivi Muhammad Yakub should have suggested 
that I was guilty of a somewhat unconscionable course of conduct because, 
in addressing this House on the grave issues which it has been my duty 
to bring before it, I spoke in tones of solemnity and for no less a period 
than 25 minutes. With all due deference to my Honourable and learned 
friend, I must add that, though I may perhaps not exceed the exiguous 
limits which the lloiioiiralile ^laulvi regards as proper to a debate of this 
kind, I shall nevertheless address the House very definitely in tones of 
solemnity. For the issues arc very grave indeed. 1 will not pursue at 
any great length the broad grounds of justification of this mcastu’e. 1 
will mention only this single fact, that during the course of the last two 
years, no less than 42 terrorist outrages of an exceptionally grave character 
have occurred in Bengal. T omit many others whicli might have been 
brought within the ambit of the Act then in force, and I refer only to 42 
exceptional cases. Since the local Act was enacted, there have been no 
less than 22 grave crimes in that category, apart, as 1 say again, from 
minor offences. They include, Sir, the attempt on the life of Sir Charles 
^Fcgart; they include the assassination of Colonel Simpson; they include 
other eases of which the House is so well aware that I do not think it is 
necessary for me to repeat them. 

Haulvi Muhammad Yakub: We strongly condemn, them. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 will take this point further that 
this terrorist movement is not now confined to Bengal. It is a mutter of 
all-India consequence, not only to other ju’oviiices, which have received 
perhaps their first infection from Bengal, but to every single province in 
India, at the present time. Thcrefoj-c, if I do not elaborate this part ul 
my case further, my reason fur not doing so is that i am perfectly well 
aware that no Honourable Member of this House, who has given his .mind 
seriously to the issues before the House, can deny the existence of that 
very grave state of affairs. 

Now, Sir, 1 pass further on to the policy underlying the local Act and 
by consequence to the supplementary Bill. It has been denounced as 
entirely opposed to all recognised principles of jurisprudence. I will only 
remind the House of tliis, and I will ask them ^to bear it very carefully in 
mind, that this particular method of dealing with this particular form of 
crime was not a method hastily or without due consideration devised. It 
represents the results of the long experience of many years; it was origi- 
nally framed and it has been supported by a long succession not only of 
administrators and executive officers but of judicial officers; and in point of 
practice it has been proved, I think, to the satisfaction of any one who 
is prepared to face the real facts of the position that this, or something 
very like this, is the only possible method, the only method which ex- 
j)erience has shown to be effective in dealing with so serious a forui of 
crimtf. The Honourable and learned gentleman opposite read in support 
of his destructive case some remarks made by a Lord Chief Justice of 
England. I think I also can adduce on my side of the question words 
which will carry, T think, gi’cat authority in this House. I propose to 
quote a very few words by that dead but very eminent statesman, Mr. 
John Morley, who could not be accused of being in any way insensible to 
the principles of jurisprudence, but who being in a responsible position, 
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vvtis compelled to recognise the executive considerations which in some 
nstances, to some extent and in some degree, must override pure con- 
siderations of jurisprudence. Dealing with the very analogous case f the 
ipplication of llegulatiou TIT, Air. Morley said as. follows : 

“Let us face that : there is nu trial; there is no charge, there is no fixed limit of 
lime of detention; and in short, it is equivalent no doubt to suspension of hJnm 
rof'pHii. The Government of India found in December a movement which was » grave 
menace to the very foundations of public i)eace and security. The list of crimes 
for twelve months was formidable, allowing the determined and daring character of 
llio supporters of this movement. 

The crimes were not all. Terrorism prevented evidence. The ordinary process 
of law was no longer adequate and the impression in this community wag that the 
Government could be defied with impunity. We found in the armoury of weapons 
of Government a ^aw, and applied it. . . . We should have been perfectly unworthy 
of holding the position we do — 1 am speaking now of the Government of India and 
myself— if we had not taken that weapon out of the armoury and used it against the 
evil-doers.” 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Will the Honourable Member read from page 
215 of Vol. IT? Ho ftays tboso things savour of the Czar and the Duma. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : 1 have quoted a very deliberate and 
impressive pronouncement made by a statesman whose liberal convictions 
jire very well-known, arid it shows how, when a mind of that kind is 
fh'fmiteiy brought up against hard facts, it is compelled to shed some of 
its natural prepossessions, possibly prejudices, and if the responsibilities 
i)f his office are to be discharged, is compelled to face and to deal with 
(;1 h* facts. And indeed. Sir, my main purpose here and now is to ask this 
Assembly to lie willing to face the facts. 

The complaint has been made against me that a sufficient case of 
iirgcncv has not b<'en established. With regard to that I will just say 
(his; the Covernmont of Bengal hav(» represented to ns, not once but 
nany times, their grave apprehensions with regard to the situation. There 
s at present a serious condition of indiscipline in the jails in Bengal; there 
ire serious apprehensions that that state of indiscipline might at any 
noment result in very serious consequences. The jail staff in Bengal has 
leen very hardly and very sorely strained, and T should like to take this 
>pportimitv, with reference to what fell- from Dr. Suhrawardy, to say that 
\ cast no imputations whatsoever upon the general body of subordinate 
officers in the jails in Bengal — I merely intimated that in isolated excep- 
ional cases there were risks of the consequences to which T had referred. 
Well, that has been very seriously represented to us by the Government 
of Bengal. They are very well aware of their own situation; they are the 
host judges of the necessities of the case. At any rate we ought to ponder 
'ong and deliberately before we are prepared to overrule the opinion ex- 
i)ress(‘d with all the weight of exporieneo and responsibility flint lies behind 
that opinion. T myself am not prepared to do it. The Government of 
India feel that they will he failing in their own responsibility if they were 
not prepared to recognise that fact, and T venture to appeal to the House 
that it is equally their duty to face the facts and to recognise their own 
responsibilitv and to support the Government of India and the, Loc^ 
Government in the discharge of their duty of coping with a sitnafion which 
is dangerous not only to Bengal, but to the whole of India. 

Mv Honourable and learned friend opposite; in the course of his last 
speech to the House, argued, in regard to these haheaa edrpus powers, that 
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we had practically granted an indefinite and general suspension of habeas 
oorpus, I thought I had dealt with that point sufficiently in my opening 
speech, but I should like to make it clear now that that really is a most 
incorrect view of the position. I attempted to explain, and I thought I had 
explained it with success, that, though 1 frankly admitted that there was 
a derogation from the full eifect of habeas corpus, it was of very limited 
application — very limited indeed; and it would be entirely incorrect to 
describe it as an indefinite and general suspension. 

Now, Sir, I propose to deal with one aspect of the question which has 
been referred to by several Honotirable Members. That is the question of 
the hardships likely to be consequent upon the removal of detenus from 
Bengal. I must premise what I have to say upon that by the general 
reflection, the justice of which I think the House will in general be pre* 
pared to accept, that in the deplorable situation which we have to face, in 
the public necessity for which some solution has to be found, it is inevit- 
able that some individual hardship must be inflicted ; and it is also inherent 
in the case that those unfortunate persons who have got themselves within 
the net of this terrorist activity, or have themselves promoted it, are in a 
position from which we cannot protect them from the consequences of 
their acts. Nevertheless I do frankly recognise that the provisions of the 
Bill for removal together provinces do involve hardships of a special 
character. I admit that. Our policy in regard to this matter when, 
under the Act of 1925 a certain number of such transfers had to take 
place, was to impress upon the Local Governments that so far as possible 
the conditions of detention in Bengal should be reproduced. Questions of 
climate, questions of food and other questions which have Keen raised by 
Honourable Members are always carefully considered, and every attempt 
is made to secure that, so far as conditions permit, there is uniformity: 
that there is, as I say, an endeavour to feproduce in the province of 
transfer as far as possible the conditions in Bengal, and if this Bill is 
passed and if occasion arises for the transfer of detenus to other provinces, 
I am prepared to give an engagement that that aspect of the question will 
be very carefully borne in mind and that the Local Government concerned 
will be informed of our views in IKe matter. 

I fear I have already almost reached the somewhat narrow limits which' 
the Honourable and learned Maulvi prescribed for me. But in conclusion 
I wish to renew to the House the very earnest appeal which I have 
already made. In the course of the del^ate yesterday, a question arose 
regarding the course taken by a provincial Legislature, and I venture to 
remind Honourable Members here in this Assembly today, that the greater 
part of the contentious matter which has been raised in debate today was 
before a local Legislative Council. There is a responsibility resting upon the 
local Legislative Council not less complete in itself, and in this instance 
hardly less extensive in its dimensions, than the responsibility which rests 
upon this House, and the local Legislative Council has dealt with this 
measure. It was there fully examined. The Members of that Legislative 
Council did discharge their duty to their constituents, to their province 
and to India by granting, by an overwhelming majority, to the Local Gov- 
ernment the powers which the Local Government sougK. I think that 
the responsibility of the local Legislative Council so discharged Is a matter 
which we also ought to take into serious consideration.. Is there or is there 
not a responsibility resting upon this House? (Several Honourable 
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Members: “Yes, certainly.*') Are there not plain facts which no candid 
judge can deny, which render necessary the measure which waa paased in the 
local Legislative Council and which I am asking this Adsembly to supple* 
mcnt? I say again that these facts cannot be dented . • . • 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: We are not reviewing that. 

The Honourable Sir Jamea Orerar: . . , and in discharginj; our duties 
we are compelled to face them. I ask this House in all seriousness and 
all earnestness to recognise that a very great public duty is placed upon 
us. The local Legislative Council and the Local Oovemment have done 
their best to discharge their duty .... 

Haulvi Muhammad Yakub: And the Act is on the Statute-book; we do 
not want to review it or to repeal it. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: They, I say, have done tKeir best 

1 F. M. to discharge their duty, and I venture to appeal to the House 
to discharge their duty also in this matter. 

Several Honourable Members from the Nationalist Benches! Yes, we 
will. 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 


‘‘That tha Bill to supplement the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1030, 
bo taken into consideration**. 

To which the following amendment has been moved, namely: 

'*That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon the 
30th March 1931’*. 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The Assembly divided: 

AYES-M. 


Abdool^ Haroon, Seth Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Lala Jagan Nath. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bagla, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Singh, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. C. G. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Das, Mr. A. 

Das, Mr. B. ^ 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabaknmar Sing. 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gnnjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Das, Rm Sahib Pandit. 

Hari R^' Swamp, Lala. 

Hoon, Mr. A. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Knnwar Hajee. 
Ismail Khan, Haji Chandhury 
Muhammad. 

Isra, Chaudhri. 

Jha, Pandit Ram Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Krishnamachariar, Raja Bahadnr G. 
Lahiri Chandhnry, Mr. D. K. 
Liladhar Chaudhury, Seth. 

Maswood, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. 0. 


Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadnr, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Pandian, Mr. B. Bajaram. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Puri, Mr. B. R. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami M. B, 

Rajah, Raja Sir Vasndeva. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. 0. 8. 

Rangachariar, Dewan Bahadur T. 
Rao, Mr. M. N. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Reddi, Mr. P. G. 

Redd], Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Roy, Kumar G. R. 

Sadiq Hasan, Shidkh. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit S. N. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad 
Shahani, Mr. S. G. 

Singh, Kumar Gunteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. j 

Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. ^ 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sukhraj lUi, BAi Bahadur. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

I^pi Saheb Bahi^ur, Mr. 
Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji, 
Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad, 
Zianddin Ahmad, Dr, 
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Alexander, Mr. W. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khdn 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 
Aiiwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Ayyangar, Mr. V. B. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banarji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Baum, Mr. R. F. 

Boag, Mr. G. T 

Chatter jce, The Rcvd. J. C. 

Crerar, The Hononrable Sir James, 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazal liaq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fazl-i Hii.suin, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

(Srraham. Sir Lancelot. 

Gwynne, Mr. 0. W. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. B. L, 

ITeathcote. Mr. L. V. 

ITezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Thrahim Ali Khan. Lt. Nawab 
Muhammad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

The motion wnfi .adopted . 


Khurshed Ahmad Khan, Mr. 
Macmillan, Mr. A. M. 

Montgomery, Mr. H, 

Moure, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Raghubir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainy^The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsav. 

Shillidy. Mr. J. A. 

Studd,* Mr. E. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Tin Tilt, Mr. 

Walayatullah, Khan Bahadur TT M. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


Mr. President: As the motion for circulation has been carried, the 
amendment for reference to Select Committee cannot now stand. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven o! the Clock on \^dnesday, 
the 21st January, 1931. 



APPENDIX.* 

Translation of a speech made in Marathi bij Mr. N. R. Uanjal, M L.A., 
in the Legislative Assoiubhj on the 17th Januanj, 0)31. 

Mr. N. R. Gunjal. (Bombay Central Di vision : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): The Honourable President and Members, I eongralulale very 
heartily, in my mother tongue, the Honourable Sir Ibrahim Eahimtoola 
upon his unanimous election to the Chair of the Assembly today. I come 
from the Maharastra and he too hails from the same province. It is very 
gratifying to note that ho takes a great pride in his mother tongue. We 
both worked together for four years in the Bombay Legislative Council, 
and there he had tin* honour of decorating the Chau' of the President of 
a province like Bombay. Beside this honour, he held very high posts and 
(lid work of great rt'spoiisibiliiv in several institutions, ills views were 
always fair and inij)artial and wore never tainted with a communal spirit. 
He has not gone to the Hound Table Conferemre, simply because the dis- 
cussions at it were confined, mainly to communal questions. With his 
vin'satile genius and impartiality a man like him would have found it hard 
to work at the Bound Table Conference. Though he had to decline this 
offer, yet he has shown willingness, even at this advanced age, to work 
as the President of this Assembly. For this I congratulate him again. It 
is quite possible that, in the present Assembly and under the present 
circumstances, some knotty Hindu-Muslim problems may come up for dis- 
cussion, but the present President wdll give no rooni to nasty’ principles. 

I am confident that he will carry on the duties of the President very 
ably and with equanimity of mind and with tact. He has grown old in 
age, ripe in knowledge and ha.s got a lot of [mictical wisdom. It is my 
earnest desire that Sir Ibrahim Rahiintoola should get a full measure of 
success in his present undertaking and that this. Assembly may reap the 
benefit of his experience and knowledge. 

On behalf of myself and on behalf of the whole Maharastra, T congratu- 
late him wannly on this occasion. With these words, I take my seat. 

*Vide p. 42 of these Debates. 
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Wednesday, 21at January, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPINC (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce Jind Rail- 
ways): Sir, I move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1923, for certain purposes, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of Mr. S. C. Sen, Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla, Mr. B. Das, 
Mr. L. V. Heathcote, IMr. K. Ahmed, Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim, 
T)r. Ziauddin Ahmad, ^Ir. B. Sitaramarajn. Dr. R. D. Dalai, Mr. J. A. 
Sliillidy, and the Deputy President, and that the number of Members 
whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
shall be five. 

This Bill, Mr. .President, might be described to a certain extent as an 
omnibus Bill, that is to say, it seeks to give legal cfleck, so far as that may 
bo necessary, to the decisions which the Government of India have arrived 
rt regarding a series of International Labour Conventions and Recom- 
mendations. It is not very easy, without being unduly lengthy, to explain 
in a speech the large number of points that emerge in connection with 
these Conventions and Reconimendatious. For that reason, we have tried 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons to explain tlio matter fully and 
the Statement itself is supplemented by the notes on clauses. I think 
therefore I may be justified if I deal with the various conventions with 
wh^'ch we are concerned somewhat suininarily and do not attempt any 
very lengthy explanation. The first of the Conventions wdth which I 
have to deal is the Convention fixing the minimum age for admission of 
children to employment at sea. When this Convention came before the 
Legislature some years ago, the suggestion \vas made — this was in the 
early days of the International Labour Organisation — that the Government 
of India should ratify, subject to two reservations. It was very soon dis- 
covered, however that the Treaty of Versailles, establishing the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation, did not permit of ratification subject to 
reservations and that it ^vas necessary to ratify “simpliciter'* or not at all. 
It will not be possible if these two reservations are adhered to, for the 
Government of India to ratify that particular draft Convention, but we 
desire to go as far as we can, and by the provisions of the Bill it is pro> 
posed to incorporate in the law what the Legislature decided a good many 
years ago. The first reservation which was made was, in respect of home 
trade ships of a burden not exceeding 300 tons. These small home trade 
ships are usually sailing ships engaged in the coasting trade of India, and 
practically it would not be possible to enforce the Convention in their 
:?ase. The other reservation was proposed with the object of safeguarding 

( 123 ) 
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the present practice whereby acrangp sohannies and other Indian seamen 
are allowed to take with them on board the ship their young sons or 
nephews. That system is in fact a sort of system of apprenticeship. It 
was thought, and I think rightly, that there were no sufficient reasons for 
bringing that system to an end. I understand that actually apart from 
the sjnall home trade ships, and apart from these quasi apprentices, very 
few children indeed are actually employed on Indian ships, and that is 
why we did not attempt to legislate in the matter sooner. Now, that a 
natural opportunity has occurred, it was thought right to embody in the 
law the decision which had been arrived at. 

Of the next two draft Conventions to which I have to refer, one fixes 
the minimum age for the admission of young persons to employment as 
trimmers or stockers, and the second concerns the compulsorv medical 
examination of children and young persons employed at sea. These two 
Conventions also were placed before the Legislature a considerable time 
ago. Up till now, we have been able to enforce them by executive instruc- 
tions, but here again it was thought right, when we were amending the law 
as regards such matters, to regularise the position fully by incorporating 
the necessary provisions in the law. 

The next of the draft Conventions which I have to mention is the draft 
Convention concerning the seamen’s Articles of Agreement. That was 
before this House in the year 1927, and at that time I said that we thought 
there were three articles of the Convention which would require legislation. 
The result of a closer examination of the whole subject has been that there 
in only one article of the Convention about wdiich it is necessary to 
legislate. The rest of the Convention we can give effect to under the 
law as it exists at present. The particular article about which it is pro- 
posed to legislate is that which entities a seaman, on his discharge, to 
a separate certificate of his conduct and character. At present under 
section 43 of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act a seaman is entitled to 
receive a certificate of discharge, and in practice it is customary to enter 
on what is known as the ‘‘Continuous Discharge Certificate*' remarks as 
to his conduct and character. If the Bill is passed into law, it will still 
be possible for those who prefer it to have that system continued. If, on 
the other hand, a seaman wishes to have both a certificate of discharge 
and a separate certificate as to his character and conduct, then he will be 
entitled to have that separate certificate. 

The next of the draft International Conventions which we have to con- 
sider is that concerning unemployment indemnity in the case of the loss 
or foundering of ships. That draft Convention was placed before the 
Legislature in 1921. It was then recommended that it should not be 
ratified, but that inquiry should be undertaken to ascertain whether the 
Indian Merchant Shipping Act should not be amended so as to provide 
that ai^y Indian seaman, whose service was terminated before the 
period contemplated in his agreement by reason of the wreck or loss of 
his ship, should be entitled to his wages until he was repatriated to the 
port of his departure from India, and secondly, that he should be paid 
compensation for the loss of his personal effects up to the limit of one 
month^s wages. The result of the inquiries made in pursuance of the 
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Assembly’s Eesolution was to satisfy the Government of India that this 
change m the law should be made, and it finds a place in the Bill now 
before us. 

Finally, there is the Becommendation concerning the general principles 
for the inspection of the conditions of work of seamen. It was impossible 
to legislate about this until the inspection of the work of seamen was 
brought under a single control by the amendment of the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act so as to centralize its administration. That has now been 
done, and the administration of the law is under the direct control of 
the Central Government. At one time we thought that we could give 
effect to the Becommendation without any further legislation, but it appears 
there are two articles in it with whioh we cannot comply until we have 
made the changes proposed in this Bill. 

I must confess that I had some hesitation in deciding what motion 
I should bring before the House in connection with this Bill. The choice 
lay between a motion for circulation and a motion for reference to a Belect 
Committee. On the one hand, some might argue that it was desirable 
that these changes in the law should be made as early as possible. On 
the other hand, others might think that in a matter affecting the well- 
being of seamen it would be desirable that there should be full opportunity 
for consultation. Eventually 1 came to the conclusion that it might be 
possible to obtain the views of Members of this House as to which method 
would ultimately be the best. As my motion stands, I have not proposed 
to fix any time-lirait within which the Eeport of the Committee is to be 
submitted; and under the Standing Orders of this House, the effect of 
that will be that it will not be open to the Committee to report until after 
the lapse of three months. What 1 propose to do is to ask the Committee 
to meet and consider the Bill and to ascertain what the views of the 
Members are on the question whether we should proceed with it at once, 
so as to pass it this Session, or whether we should take the opportunity 
to circulate the Bill to Local Governments. In the former case, that is 
to say, if the Committee think we ought to go on with the Bill at once, 
I would then, with your permission. Sir, at some suitable opportunity 
move for the fixing of a time-limit, and the Committee would then report 
within the period wEich might be fixed. If, on the other hand, the Com- 
mittee considered it advisable that we should get opinions about the pro- 
visions of this Bill, then it would be quite possible to circulate the Bill 
by executive order and the Bill w’ould not again be brought before the 
Committee until we had received replies and were in a position to place 
all the opinions expressed before the Committee. I am anxious in this 
matter, on the one hand, to give all reasonable opportunities for discussion 
and on the other hand to make it possible to proceed expeditiously, if that 
is the wish of Honourable Members. I hope, Sir, that that will show 
that I am anxious to meet the wishes of the House as far as I can. Sir, 
I move. > ^ 

Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury (Assam: Muhammadan): Sir, I move that 
the name of Kumar Gopika Eomon Boy be added to the Committee. 

The Eonourable Sir George Bainy: Sir, I am quite ready to accept the 
addition. 
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Mr. President: The question is: 

'‘That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for 
certain purposes, b-? rel'errcd to a Select Committee consisting of Mr. S. C. Sen, Lala 
Rameshwar Prasad Ba^Ja, Mr. B. Das, Mr. L. V. Ileathcote, Mr. K. Ahmed, 
Mr. Muhammad Anwar ul-Azim, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr. B. Sitaramaraju, Dr. R. D. 
l^lal, Mr. J. A. Shiilidy, Kumar Gopika Komon Roy and the Deputy President, and 
that the number of Members whoso presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall be five.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


THE SUPPRESSION OF COUNTERFEITING CURRENCY (INTER- 
NATIONAL CONVENTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member): Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill to give etfcct to the International Convention for the 
suppression of counterfeiting currency be taken into consideration. This 
is a measure of some complication in form, but I think I may say that 
it is of a non-controversial nature. I should like to inform the Ifouse, 
however, at the outset that as 1 have seen that there is a motion for reference 
to a Select Committee on the paper, if the House so desires I shall be 
perfectly prepared to accept that motion. I, therefore, before ascertaining 
whether that is the wish of the House, only propose to say a very few 
words on the subject of the Bill. The object of the Bill is to give effect 
to the terms of the International Convention for the suppression of 
counterfeiting currency. The object of the Convention is to ensure co- 
operation between the signatories of the Convention in stamping out the 
offence of counterfeiting coin and currency. There arc, I think, three 
points of substance to be considered. In the first place, if we ratify the 
Convention and alter our legislation accordingly, the counterfeiting of notes 
will be made an extraditable offence; at present only the counterfeiting 
of coin is an extraditable offence. That is the first point of substance. 
Then, the second point of substance is that we should equalise the 
penalties for counterfeiting foreign coin with the penalties for counterfeiting 
Indian coin. At present the penalties for counterfeiting foreign coin arc 
somewhat less severe. In the third place, and this is not a matter for 
legislation, we should undertake to set up an Intelligence Bureau on the 
lines laid down in the Convention. That would not involve this Govern- 
ment in any expenditure, for the work is to be performed by the Office 
of the Director of Intelligence Bureau, which is already in existence and 
quite capable of dealing with this question. Those, I think, are the three 
points of substance which require consideration. There are a number of 
minor points which necessitate technical alterations in the present Act, but 
as I have already said, if, because of the technical complication of this 
measure, the House should desire that it should be considered in the Select 
Committee, I am perfectly prepared to accept that motion, and pending 
an expression of the views of the House on that point, I do not propose 
to give any further explanation. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. President: Sardar Sant Singh. 

(The Honourable Member was not in his seat.) 
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Hr. Muliammad Yamin Eban (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eural): 
There is no particular desire on the part of any Member to move the 
amendment standing in the name of Sardar Sant Singh. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Rural): Can any other Member move the amendment? 

Mr. President: With the permission o£ the President, he can. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I beg to move that this Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee. 

Mr. President: Amendment moved: 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.** 

The Eoaonrable Sir George Schuster: I am prepared to accept this 
motion. 

Mr. President: The original motion was: 

“That the Bill to give effect to the International Convention for the aupprualon 
of conntetf citing currency be taken into consideration.” 

To which the following amendment has been moved : 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.” 

The question is that that amendment be adopted. 

The amendment was adopted. 


THE INDIAN POETS (AMENDMENT) 'BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy (Member for Commerce and Eail- 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill furtlier to amend the Indian Ports Act, 
1908, for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, as I explained wlion I introduced this Bill, 'it is intended to clear 
up a small point of intorpretation. The provision of the existing law, 
section 6 (lA) of the Indian Ports Act, 1908, requires that the Local 
(rovernment shall make rules prohibiting the employment of children at 
piers, jetties, landing places, wharves, quays, docks, warehouses and sheds 
when engaged in the handling of goods. The difficulty which has led to 
this Bill originated, I think, at the time when the Members of the Eoyal 
Commission on Labour were at Karachi. It appeared that children were 
employed there in loading coal in vessels not from the quay but from 
lighted on the other side of the ship, and the question was then raised 
uffiether it was infra vires for the Local Government to make rules pro- 
hibiting the employment of children in that particular way. The Govern- 
ment of Bombay referred the point to the Government of India, and the 
reply which we gave them was that, as far as we could see, it was clearly 
the intention of the law to ptohibit the employment, of children in that 
w.iy, and that it was consistent with the wording of the Statute as it 
stands to hold that the Local Government were in fact empowered tq 
prohibit the employment of children in loading coal not only frdm the 
quay side but also from lighters. At the same time we were advised that 
there was room for doubt, and that it was not quite certain what view 
the Courts might take if the question ever came before them. It is for 
this reason that we propose to make this small change in the law so that 
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for the future there may be no doubt on the point. As the section stands 
at present, the prohibition applies to employment at piers, jetties, landing 
places, wharves, quays, docks, warehouses and sheds. If the Bill is 
passed, the words “in any port subject to this Act” will be substituted. 
That will clearly cover the doubtful case with which this Bill originated. 
Sir, I move. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

'That the Bill further to araand the Indian Ports Act, 1908, for a certain parpoae 
be taken into consideration.'* 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN PAETNERSHIP BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): Sir, I beg 
to move for leave to introduce a Bill to define and amend the law relating 
to partnership. 

Sir, if Honourable Members will kindly turn to the paper which is 
laid on the table in relation to this Bill, they will find first a copy of the 
Bill and then one line of Statement of Objects and Reasons, which might 
seem rather brief except for the fact that it is therein stated that, “The 
Bill is sufficiently explained in the Report of the Special Committee 
printed below”. 

One word. Sir, as to the Special Committee. The Committee was con- 
stituted by a Resolution of the Government of India, which is printed as 
Appendix A to these papers. The Committee was constituted to examine 
a draft Bill regulating the law relating to partnership, which had been 
prepared by the Legislative Department under the directions of the Hon- 
ourable the Law Member. That Committee, which I think might be 
correctly described as a committee of experts, was composed as follows: 
the Honourable the Law Member as the Chairman, and Sir Dinshah Mulla 
(since elevated to the Privy Council), Mr. Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar, 
Advocate-General, Madras, and Mr. Arthur Eggar, Government Advocate, 
Rangoon, as members. The Bill prepared in the Legislative Department 
was examined by this Committee and the Report of the Committee is 
appended to this Bill in lieu of the usual Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. In addition to that Report, Honourable Members will find a very 
full statement which is placed as Appendix C to this paper, and which 
constitutes the notes on clauses. I trust that with this information before 
them, Honourable Members will be able to give the Bill due consideration. 
At this stage I move for leave to introduce. 

The^motion was adopted. 

Sir Lancelot Graham: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 22nd January, 1931. 
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Thursday, 22nd January, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEll SWOEN: 

Mr. James Glasgow Acheson, CJ.E., M.E.A. (Foreign Secretary). 


’ ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PBESIDENT. 

Mr. President: I have to inform Honourable Members that I have 
received two nominations for the Deputy President, on behalf of Mr. Amar 
Nath Dutt and Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty. As Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt has intimated to me that he has withdrawn his candidature, there 
remains only Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty whom, under the provisions 
of Standing Order 5 (3), I declare to be duly elected^ as Deputy President. 
(Applause.) By statute, this election requires His Excellencj the Gover- 
nor Generars approval, which will be sought and announced to the House 
in due course. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : With your 
permission, S’r, I desire to make a statement of the probable course of 
busmess in the week beginning Monday, the 26th instant. On Monday, 
motions will be made for leave to introduce the following Bills : 

A Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924; 

A B11 further to amend the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, 

A Bill further to amend the AuxWary Force Act, 1920; 

A Bill to make special provision for the administration of the port of 
Vizagapatam ; 

A Bill to amend the Indian Naval Armaments Act, 1923; 

A Bdl to provide for the fosterinv and development of tie gold 
thread industry in British India; and 

A Bill to provide for the modification of certain import duties re- 
Intm? to the foster^ig and development of the steel industry 
in British India. 
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With your permission, Sir, the following motions will be made : 

(1) for the election of Members to sit on the Standing Committee on 

the Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz; 

(2) for the appointment . of a Committee of this House to examine 

the Pteport of the Tariff Board on the salt industry in India 
and make recommendations; and 

(3) for the election of Members to the Standing Committee on 

Roads. 

On Wednesday I shall submit to the House the Resolution, of which I have 
given notice, recommending the continuation up to the 31sb March, 1934, 
of the increased import duties recently imposed on galvanised iron and 
steel sheets. 


THE SUPPRESSION OF COUNTERFEITING CURRENCY (INTER- 
NATIONAL CONVENTION) BILL. 

Appointment of Select Committee. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Mu- 
hammadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move that the Select Committee to which 
the Bill to give effect to the International Convention for the suppression 
. of counterfeiting currency was referred, do consist of the following persons, 
namely: The Honourable Sir George Schuster, Sir Lancelot Graham, 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr, Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. B. R. Puri, Sardar 
Sant Singh, Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz, Mr. B. N. Misra, Mr. G. 
Morgan, the Deputy President and the Mover, v/ith instructions to report 
by the 4th February, 1931, and that the number of Members whose pre- 
sence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be 
five. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
26th January, 1931. 
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Monday, 26th January, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House ' 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWOEN: 

Sir Hugh Golding Cocke, Kt., M.L.A. (Bombay: European); 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Administbation of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

1. *'Mx, S. O. Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to the answer 
to my starred question No. 2 (2) (a) in the Legislative Assembly on the 
14th July, 1930, stating that the Indian Museum is a “grant-in-aid institu- 
tion“ as distinct from “Government" institution and reconcile the same with 
the Preamble to Act XXII of 1876 and the statement made by the 
latt: Sir Asutosh Mookerjee in the Introduction to the Centenary memorial 
volume entitled “The Indian Museum: 1814-1914" issued by the Trustees 
to which I have been referred by the Honourable Member, that “We have 
now arrived at the stage at which the Museum ceased to be the property 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal and was transformed into an Imperial 
Institution** (page 7)? 

(b) Has any grant-in-aid institution been built entirely at the cost of 
Government and its total expenditure for maintenance defrayed by Govern- 
ment from general revenues? If so, what are their names? 

(c) What is the difference between a “grant-in-aid" and a “grant for 
total expenditure * ’ ? 

(d) Do detailed transactions of a grant-in-aid institution appear in the 
budget estimates of the Central Government? If so, under what rule? 

{e) Will Government please lay on the table the civil estimates of the 
Central Government for 1914-15, 1915-16 and 1916-17? Do they show' 
whether the Indian Museum had been classed as a “grant-in-aid institu- 
tion"? 

(/) Will Government please state the names of grant-in-aid institutions 
— not contributing to Government the cost of their establishment — the 
monthly pay bill of which is audited and paid by the Treasury Officer 
from the general revenues ? 

{g) Will Government please state whether any grant made to a grant- 
in-aid institution from the general revenues by the Central Government 
becomes transformed into the funds of that 
altered as general revenues? 
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(h) Is any grant-in-aid institution required by law to submit to the 
Governor General in Council an annual report on the administration of that 
institution? If so, under what rule? 

(i) Will Government please state whether the expenditure of a grant- 
in-aid institution is met from its funds or from the general revenues? 

(/) Do Government, beyond giving a grant-in»aid to a grant-in-aid insti- 
tution, undertake any financial responsibility for the upkeep of that institu- 
tion? If so, under what rule? 

(It) Will Government please say whether the Indian Museum is a 
Government institution ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Huaain^: (a) The Pre- 
amble tc Act 22 of 1876 refers inter alia to the erection, at the expense 
of the Government of India, of a suitable building in Calcutta for the 
Indian Museum. The mere fact that the cost of the building is met from 
Government funds is not enough to make it a Government institution. 

I sf'C no inconsistency which needs to be reconciled. As regards the 
passage quoted by the Honourable Member from the Centenary Memo- 
rial 'S'ohime entitled ‘'The Indian Museum, 1814 to 1914”, it would 
hardly be fair for me to interpret the sense in which the words “Imperial 
Institution” were used by the author. 

(6) Information is not readily available, and I do not think the labour 
involved in collecting it will be commensurate with the value to be 
derived from it. 

(c) A grant-in-aid does not necessarily imply that the grant is made 
only to meet a part of the expenditure. 

(d) It is not clear what exactly is meant by the word “transactions”. 

I may, however, mention for the information of the Honourable Member 
that Ihcre is no bar to showing in the budget estimates the details of 
the purj'oses for which a grant is sanctioned by Government. 

(e) Copies of these estimates are placed in the Library of the House. 
The expenditure on the Zoological and Anthropological Section, Art Sec 
tion and Archaeological Section is all shown under “Central Museum”. 
The budget estimate for the Office of the Trustees appears to have been 
shown separately for the first time in the estimates of 1917-18. 

. (/) I am unable to answer this question, as the significance of the 
word?: “not contributing to Government the cost of their establishment” 
is not understood. 

(g) and (h). A grant of this nature is at the disposal of the instit.u- 
tion to which it is made. It is, however, open to Government to lay 
d(Avn any conditions on which a grant shall be made. In particular. 
Government may require that an annual report on the working of the 
institution shall be submitted to them. 

(i) and (j). A private institution has to make its own arrangements 
for meeting its expenditure. A grant may be made by Government 
either towards the general expenses of the institution or for a particular 
]5urpo3e. Tt may be fixed in amount, or it may take the form of an 
undertaking to meet a portion or whole of the expenditure. 

(k) No. The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply 
given to part (a) of part 2 of his question No. 2 on the 14th July, 1930. 
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Mr. B. Das: Do I understand it, Sir, that in the opinion of the Hon 
ourable Member the Indian Museum is not a Government institution, and 
is it not a fact that 99 per cent, of its income is derived from Govern- 
ment aid ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Surely, the 
assumption that the Honourable Member wishes to make may be correct. 

Administration of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

2. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to my starred 
question No. 3 (1) (a) in the Legislative Assembly on the 14th July, 1930, 
and the answer that there is no objection to the Trustees creating a new 
appointment, or altering the salary of an existing one, without the prior 
approval of Government, provided that they bear full responsibility for the 
financial consequences of their action, and reconcile the same with section 
9 (5) of the Indian Museum Act X of 1910 specifying that, “No new office 
shall be created and no salaries of officers shall be altered without the 
previous sanction of the Governor General in Council**? 

(b) Will Government please refer to part (6) of the answer to my starred 
question No. 474, dated the 5th March, 1930, in the Legislative Assembly 
stating that the charge on account of the cost of establishment of tlie 
Trustees of the Indian Museum falls on the Government of India and not 
on the Trustees of the Indian Museum, and reconcile the same with the 
statement referred to above '^provided that they bear full responsibility for 
the financial consequences of their action**? 

(c) Has any dual responsibility been contemplated in the Act X of '1910? 
If so, under what section? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The 

answer given on the 14th July, 1930, to the Honourable Member*s 
question No. 3 (1) (a) related to the ministerial establishment employed 
under the Trustees of the Museum. Such establishment is classed as 
“servants” and not as “officers** for purposes of section 9 of the Indian 
Museum Act, X of 1910. 

(h) The Government of India make a fixed annual grant to meet the 
pay of the office establishment of the Trustees and petty expenditure. 
The Trustees may alter the salary ' of the incumbent of a ministerial 
post under them, but Government are not bound on that account to 
enhance their contribution. 

(c) No. 


Service in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

3. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please refer to my starred 
question No. 3 (2), dated the 14th July, 1930, in the Assembly and 
state : — {a) who detennined the conditions of service in the Indian Museum, 
whether the Trustees or the Government of India; (6) whether service, 
the conditions of which are determined by Government, is Government 
service ; and (c) whether service in the Indian Museum under the Trustees 
is Government service? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The 

conditions of service as regards salaries, allowances, pensions and leave are 
determined by section 13 of the Indian Museum Act X of 1910. 

a2 
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(6) It is impossible to give an answer of general application to this 
question. The answer will depend upon the circumstances in which 
Government have fixed or have had a hand in fixing the conditions of 
service. 

(c) No. 


Service in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

4. *Mr. S. 0. Hitra: Will Government please state whether the late 
Head Clerk of the Trustees of the Indian Museum was a public servant 
and whether a clerk of any grant-inraid institution is a public servant ? If 
so, under what rule? Can a public servant, who is not a Government 
servant, get his monthly pay paid and audited by the Treasury OflBcer from 
the general revenues for work done in a grant-in-aid institution, which 
does not contribute anything to Government for the cost of its establish- 
ment? If so, under w4at rule? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Under 
Section 13 of the Indian Museum Act, 1910, he was deemed to be a 
public* servant within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code. He did not 
draw his pay from general revenues. It is open to Government to pre- 
scribe as a condition of a grant-in-aid that the expenditure will be sub- 
ject to audit in such manner as it considers fit. 

Clerical Establishment of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

5. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to my starred 
question No. 5 of the 14th July, 1930, in the Assembly and explain the 
answer that ‘"The reply to parts (e), (/) and {g) of question No. 77 in th.^ 
Council of State asked on the 25th September, 1929, referred to matters 
relating to the Indian Museum, Calcutta, dealt with in that question, and 
did not imply that the clerk concerned was a “non-gazetted Government 
servant’ ”? Will Government please state what the reply referred to above 
did imply? 

ih) Will Government lay on the table the Annual Return of Establish- 
ment of the Trustees of the Indian Museum for 1928-29 and show the 
names of the non-gazotted Government servants omitted from the return 
of the previous year and the reason therefor? 

(c) Do any private employers or any grant-in-aid institutions, who do 
not contribute to Government the cost of their establishment, submit a 
detailed annual return of establishment in accordance with article 62 
the Civil Account Code showing their staff as non-gazetted Government 
servant**? If so, under what rule? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain ; 

(a) The reply to parts (e), (f) and (g) of question No. 77 in the Council of 
State referred to the submission of a detailed statement of the permanent 
earf:ablisj;iment in the office of the Trustees of the Indian Museum and to 
the omission of the name of the Trustees’ clerk from the annual returns 
for 1928-29. It was not admitted by Government that the clerk was a 
Government servant. I, however, recognise that this should have been 
made clear in answer to part (/) of the question. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


136 


(b) I shall be glad to show the Honourable Member a copy of the 
annual return referred to by him. The post of the Trustees* clerk was 
shown as vacant in this return, as the last incumbent was discharged on 
the 22nd August, 1927, I should, however, like to make it clear that the 
clerk was not a Government servant. 

(c) I am not clear what the Honourable Member means by the words 
“who do not contribute to Government the cost of their establishment**. 
The statement prescribed in, article 62 of the Civil Account Code is required 
to bo furnished by a private employer or a grant-in-aid institution in 
respect, of the establishment, the claims to pension for which are sub- 
mitted to an audit officer of Government for verification of services and 
report. It would be a mistake to show the staff as non-gazetted Govern- 
ment servants. 


Dismissal of the Head Clerk of the Trustees' Office, Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. 

6. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) What is the difference between discharge 
and dismissal? 

(h) Is discharge a disciplinary measure? Will Government please state 
whether any charges of inefficiency or misbehaviour were proved against the 
lute Head Clerk of the Indian .Museum Trustees* Office? If so, what? 

(c) Wffiat are the conditions laid down in the Civil Service Kegulations 
for the discharge, as distinct from dismissal, of a public servant, whose 
conditions of service are governed by the Civil Service Regulations? 

The Honourable Ehan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Eusain: (a) DischaA'ge 
means termination of a person *s employment, and is not regarded 
as a penalty, while dismissal is a disciplinary measure which ordinarily dis- 
qualifies a public servant from future employment under Government. 

(b) No. The second part does not arise. 

(c) Each case has its own peculiar features which have to be taken 
into consideration in determining whether a servant should be discharged 
or dismissed. Tho. conditions for the grant of a compensation pension 
to a Government servant discharged in certain circumstances will be found 
in section II of chapter XVIII of the Civil Service Regulations. 


Pay of the Head Clerk, Trustees’ Office, Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

7. ♦Mr, S. O. Mitra: (a) What was the pay of the late Head Clerk 
of the Trustees of the Indian Museum showm in the Estimates for Demand 
for the Central Government for 1926-27 and 1927-28? 

(h) Did the Trustees w^rite to the Goveniment of India that they con- 
sidered the scale of pay of Rs. 120 — 10 — 350 for their Head Clerk to be the 
irreducible minimum and that their prestige would certainly suffer if they 
were to reduce their clerk* s pay? 

(c) If so, under what circumstances had the Trustees of the Indian 
Museum to reduce their clerk's pay, which they considered derogatory to 
their prestige? 

(d) Can the substantive pay of a public servant be reduced without 
any allegation of inefficiency or misbehaviour? If so, under what article 
of the Civil Service Regulations? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The 

Estimates and Demands for Grants for expenditure of the Central 
Government for the years 1926-27 and 1927-28 do not show the 
details of the pay of the establishment employed in the office of the 
Trustees of the Indian Museum. 

(/;) Government are not prepared to disclose the nature of the com- 
munications that they received from the Trustees in regard to their Head 
Clerk’s pay. 

(■(*) So far as Government are aware, the decision of the Trustees to 
w’thdraw the increase in the clerk’s pay was based on financial consi- 
derations. 

{(I) Government cannot regard the very general issue raised in the 
first part of this question as in any way germane to the case of the late 
Head Clerk of the Trustees of the Indian Museum, whose position under 
section 13 of the Indian Museum Act read wdth the Civil Service Regula- 
tions has been exhaustively reviewed in the judgment of the learned Judge 
who decided the suit brought by the late Head Clerk against the Trustees. 

Pay op the Head Clerk, Trustees’ Office, Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

8. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state whether the 
holder of a post, the pay of which is changed, has the option of retaining 
his old pay in accordance with article 1«58 of the Civil Service Regulations? 

(b) Did the Head (31erk of the Trustees of the Indian Museum exercise 
the option of retaining his old scale of pay of Rs. 120 — 10 — 350 when the 
pay of the office was altered to Rs. 75 — 5 — 175 by the Trustees of the 
Indian Museum? 

(;c) Is it a fact that the Head Clerk was debarred by the Trustees from 
the privilege of exercising the option of retaining his old scale of pay of 
Rs. 120—10—350? If so, why? 

(d) Will Government please state the names of the members of the 
Board of Trustees of the Indian Museum in 1027 when their Head Clerk 
was discharged? 

(e) Will Government please refer to the answer to part (c) of my starred 
question No. 5 in the Assembly on the 14th July, 1930, and lay on the 
table the letter of the clerk refusing to retire on compensatory pension 
referred to in the answer? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Under 
article 158, Civil Service Regulations, the incumbent of an appointment, 
the pay of which is changed, may at his option retain his old pay until 
the date on which he has earned his next or any subsequent increment 
on the old pay, or until he vacates his appointment. 

(b) and (c). Article 158, Civil Service Regulations, does, not apply in 
cases where an appointment is abolished within the meaning of Chapter 
XVIII of those Regulations. It was after the Head Clerk had declined 
the compensation offered by the Trustees in terms of that chapter that he 
was discharged. 

(d) A complete list of the names is contained in the Annual Report of 
the Trustees of the Indian Museum for the year 1927-28, a copy of which 
is available in the Library of the House. 
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(e) I aro sorry I am unable to comply with the Honourable Member's 
request. The clerk was not a Government servant and if the letter 
referred to in this part of the question exists, it must be in the office ol: 
the authority under whom he was employed. 

Mr. B. Das: With reference to the reply given by the Honourable 
Member to part (d) of the question, will the Honourable Member kindly 
read the question and then reply ? The question was, w^hich of the mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees of the Museum took part in and voted for 
the dismissal of the Head Clerk; and Mr. Mitra did not want merely a 
list of members of the Board of Trustees. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: If the 

Honourable Member had wanted to see the proceedings of the Board of 
Trustees, then he ought to have framed his question accordingly. 

Mr. B. Das: The question implies that Mr. Mitra wanted the names of 
the Board of Trustees who voted for the dismissal of the Head Clerk. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I am 

sure the House will realise that the questions are so detailed and are so 
many that there is hardly any room for implications of question also to be 

answered. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Am I not entitled to expect the Honourable Member 
to read the question before ho answers it? 

Administration of the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

0. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Will Government please state: 

(a) If it is a fact that the Trustees of the Indian Museum submitted 
for sanction of the Government of India in May 1925 a state- 
ment for reappropriating a sum of Bs. 600 from the head 
‘contingencies’ to meet the increased expenditure involved in 
the adoption of the revised scale of pay for their Head Clerk 
for the financial year 1925-26? 

(h) Whether the Government of India accorded their sanction 
thereto? 

(c) Whether it was then pointed out to the Trustees of the Indian 

Museum that they were competent to reappropriate from one 
head to another within the sanctioned grant and the sanction 
of the Government of India was therefore not necessary? 

(d) Under what section of the Act X of 1910 are the Trustees em- 

powered to sanction reappropriation from one head to another 
within the sanctioned budgeted grant? 

(e) Whether the answer given to my starred question No. 2 (3) (d) in 

the Assembly dated the 14th July, 1930, that the^ Trustees 
are empowered to reappropriate from one head to another 
within the sanctioned grant is correct? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain: {a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(;C) No. 
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(d) The matter is not regulated by Act X of 1910. 

(e) Yes. 

CONTKCBUTION TO PENSIONS BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE INDIAN MuSEUM» 

Calcutta. 

10. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please state whether Colonel 
Alcock held an appointment under the Trustees of the Indian Museum 
as Superintendent of the Natural History Section? If so, for how many 
years? When was he pensioned off and how much pension is he getting? 
Have the Trustees contributed anything towards the cost of his pension 
for service under them in the Indian Museum? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain: Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alcock was appointed as Officer-in-charge of the Natural History 
Section of the Indian Museum in May, 1893. He also held the post of 
Superintendent of the Indian Museum, from which he retired on pension 
in 1907. Information as regards the amount of pension drawn by him 
at present is not readily available. The Trustees made no contribution 
towards the cost of Colonel Alcock ’s pension. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will the Honourable Member explain how, if the 
Indian Museum is not a Government institution, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alcock s pension could be paid from the Government funds? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: I am 

sure that a reference to the judgment alluded to in a previous part of one 
of my numerous answers to one of the Honourable Member’s questions, if 
carefully perused, will help towards answering that question. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Does my Honourable friend require every Member to 
read the judgments of all courts, whereas is he not entitled to know from 
the Honourable Member what the position is from the Government point 
of view? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: I am 

not quite sure on that point. 

Mr. B. Das: May I enquire from the Honourable the Finance Member 
whether officers that serve in a private institution like the Indian Museum 
can draw their whole pension from the Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I must have notice of that 
question. 

Pension of the Establishment of the Indian Museum, C^cutta. 

11. •Mr, S. G. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in 1930, 55 years after the 
Museum was established, at the suggestion of the Government of India, 
a fund was created for meeting the cost of pension of the establishment 
of the Trustees of the Indian Museum? 

(b) Will Government please state whether the charge of establishment 
of* the trustees of the Indian Museum, which falls on. the Government of 
India, excludes the cost of pension? If so, under what rule? 

(c) Will Government please state the names of the non-gazetted and 
gazetted establishment of the Trustees of the Indian Museum, Zoological 
and Anthropological Section, who were transferred to the Zoological 
Survey of India in 1916 when the Trustees’ office was separated with their 
respective posts in the Zoological Survey of India? 
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(d) Will Government please lay on the table the service book of the 
Correspondence Clerk of the Zoological Survey of India and state the 
entries made in his service book in 1916 and 1917 ? 

{e) Will Government please refer to the answer to my starred question 
No. 3 (5) (a) in the Assembly on the 14th July,i 1930, stating that the Head 
Clerk of the Trustees of the Indian Museum held no substantive and per- 
manent appointment in a Government Department before his services 
were transferred to the office of the Trustees of the Indian Museum and 
say whether the answer is correct? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) So far 

as the Government of India are aware, the proposal to establish such a 
fund is still under consideration. 

(6) The Trustees of the Indian Museum receive from the Government 
of India a fixed grant, which is utilised for meeting the cost of establish- 
ment and petty expenditure. In fixing this grant, the expenditure to be 
incurred in the grant of pensions was not taken into account. 

(c) A statement showing the names oi officers and of other members 
of the establishment who were employed in the Zoological and Anthropo- 
logical Section of the Indian Museum but who were subsequently trans- 
ferred to the Zoological Survey of India* is planed on the table. 

(d) I regret I am unable to comply with the request of the Honour- 
able Member, as the service book of an employee is regarded as a confi- 
dential document. 

(e) I am sorry the answer was not correct. 


Officers in the Zoological and Anthropological Section of the Indian Museum transferred to 
the Zoological Survey of India in 1916, 

Names. Designation in Zoological Survey of India. 


1. Dr. N. Annandale 

2. Dr. wS. W. Kemp 

3. Dr. B. L. Chowdhury 

4. Dr. F. H. Gravely 


. Director. 

. Superintendent. 

. Assistant Superintendent. 
. Assistant Superintendent. 


Establishment in the Zoological and Anthropological Section of the Indian Museum 
{transferred to the Zoological Survey of India in 1016. 


Names. 


Designation in Zoological Survey of India. 


1. C. O. Batenian • 

2. J. B. Richardson 

3. R. A. Hodgart 

4. E. C. Dormieux 
6. J. W. Counter 

6. J. N. Bagchi 

7. B. C. Batibyal 

8. Atiur Rahman 

9. M. M. Dutt 

10. Nowbut Ram 

11. Abdul Sobhan 

12. A. C. Chawdhur 

13. D. N. Bagchi 

14. A. Martin . 

16. Abdur Rahim 

16. Abdul Jalil 

1 7. Phaku Ram 

18. Ram Luggan 

19. Hari Har . 

20. Sukhi Chand 

21. Gopi . 

22. Phaguni , 


. Librarian and Publication Clerk. 
. Entomological Assistant. 

. Zoological Collector. 

• Gallery Assistant. 

. Gallery Assistant. 

• Head Clerk and Accountant. 

. Correspondence Clerk. 

. Registration Clerk. 

. Gallery Assistant. 

, Compositor. 

. Second Compositor. 

. Artist. 

, Artist. 

. Head Taxidermist. 

. Assistant Taxidermist. 

. Taxidermist. 

Insect Setter. 

. Insect Setter. 

. Collection Tender. 

. Collection Tender. 

• Collection Tender. 

. Collection Tender. 
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Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Part (e) of the question. Does the Honourable Mem- 
ber mean to say that the answer given by the Government was not correct? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: That is what 
I have stated. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: You said that the answer was not correct? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Quite. 

Reinstatement of the Head Clerk of the Trustees’ Office, 
Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

12. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please state (a) whether the 
late Head Clerk of the Trustees* Office, Indian Museum, after his transfer 
drew his pay as Head Clerk of the Trustees’ Office from the general 
revenues or from the fund of the Trustees? (b) Whether his pay was 
audited and paid by the Pay and Accounts Officer, Miscellaneous Central 
Departments, Calcutta, froni the specific grant made by the Government 
of India for the purpose? (c) whether he ceased to be on Government 
service as Head Clerk of the Trustees’ Office, while drawing his pay from 
the general revenues? If so, why and under what rule? (d) whether 
Government are prepared to consider his memorial for reinstatement? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) From the 
funds at the disposal of the Trustees. 

(h) His pay, like that of the rest of the staff, was drawn by pay bills 
presented to the Pay and Accounts Officer, Miscellaneous Departments, 
Calcutta, against a portion of the Government grant which was allowed 
by the Trustees to remain with that officer. 

(c) As Head Clerk of the Trustees’ Office he w’as not a Government 
servant and did not draw his pay from the general revenues. 

(d) A petition has been received from him and is under the consideration 
of Government. 

Rate of Interest of the recent Government of India Sterling 

Loans. 

13. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) What are the amounts of loans w^hich 
the Government of India raised in London in the year 1930 and at what 
rates of interest? 

(6) Under whose advice were these loans issued? Was the question 
of raising loans in England discussed by the Executive Council? What 
was its decision? 

(c) Who fixed the rates of interest of these loans ? What are the reasons 
for fixing such a high rate of interest as six per cent. ? 

(d) Was any attempt made to raise the amount in India? What 
^attempts were made and with what results? 

(ej What are the prices of per cent. (1933) and 6 per cent. (1933-35) 
loans, which the Government raised in London? 

(/) Do Government propose in future to consult the Assembly before 
raising a loan outside India? 

(g) What was the price of SJ per cent. 1932 loan at the time, the 
Government of India offered 6 per cent. ? 
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(h) What is the amount of loss to Indian tax-payers on account of the 
increase in the rate of interest from to 6 per cent. ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The following loans were 
raised in London in 1930: 

(i) 0 per cent. 1932-33 Bonds for £6,000,000 issued at 99. 

(ii) 6 per cent. 1933 — 35 Bonds for £7,000,000 issued at 99. 

(iii) 6 per cent. 1935 — 37 Bonds for £12,000,000 issued at par. 

(5) The loans were issued by the Secretary of State after consultation 
with the Government of India. 

(c) The rates of interest were fixed by the S'ecretary of State after 
consultation with the Government of India. The rate of interest at which 
a sterling loan is floated has to be regulated by India’s credit on the 
London market. Unfortunately Indian credit has been affected by political 
uncertainties. 

{(1) In July last Government offered for subscription in India 6 per 
cent. 1033 — 36 bonds at par and placed no limit on the amount of subscrip- 
tions they would accept. The total amount subscribed was 20,71 lakhs. 
The public in India, therefore, had ample opportunity to subscribe to a 
rupee loan issued on approximately the same terms as the recent sterling 
loans and the response was not sufficiently large to provide necessarv funds 
without additional borrowing outside India. 

(c) The prices of the 5^ per cent. 1932, and the' 6 per cent. 1933—35 
sterling loans on the 31st December, 1930, were £100f and £102^ respec- 
tively giving redemption yields of 4.723 and 5.367 per cent. 

(/) This would not be practicable. As in other countries, the execu- 
tive must settle the details of Government borrowings. 

(g) Tlie price of the 5^ per cent. 1032 sterling loan, at the time when 
the first of the above loans was issued, was £98j ; that 

to say, the redemption yield having regard to the fact that the loan was 
due to be paid off on January 1, 1932 was 6-174 per cent. 

(h) The Honourable Member can calculate what 4 per cent, means on 
the amounts raised, but I cannot admit that this represents a loss or that 
any arrangement was made which was not justified by the conditions. 

^ Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if the Congress statement about the repudia- 
tion of loans had any effect over external loans in the London market? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: That is a subject on which I 
have frequently expressed an opinion in this House. I am afraid there 
is no doubt that that statement had an effect on the credit of the Govern- 
ment of India, in London. I purposely did not allude to it in my answer. 

I used the more general term that the position of Indian credit waa affecl^d 
by political uncertainties. 

Mr. B. Du: Was it not a fact that the London loan was subscribed 
almost immediately after it was floated in the London market? 

The Eonoureble Sir George Schuster: It is a fact that the London 
loan was taken up at once and I am very glad to say that it was a fact. 
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Price of the Bubmah Oil Company’s Petrol. 

14. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) What is the cost of production oi 
petrol per gallon in the Burmah Oil Company? 

(6) What is the price of B. 0. C. petrol per gallon (i) in Rangoon, (ii) 
in London, (iii) in New York? 

(c) At what price do Government purchase the (B. 0. C.) petrol? 

(d) Who regulates the prices of petrol? 

(c) What is the export duty on petrol? 

(/) What is the import duty on petrol? On what principle is the 
import duty levied? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The Government have no 
information. 

(h) Prices of B. 0. C. petrol in Rangoon, inclusive of the excise duty 
of six annas per gallon, are fourteen annas per gallon ex-pump and fifteen 
annas per gallon ex-tin. B. 0. C. petrol is not. marketed in London or New 
York. 

(c) The prices at which Government purchase petrol vary with the 
localities in which supplies are required and the method of packing. The 
following are the prices at which the Indian Stores Department purchases 
at present: 

(i) P. 0. R. at suppliers* installation in Rangoon, fourteen annas 

and six pies per Imperial gallon in returnable 2 gallon cans. 

(ii) F. 0. R. at suppliers* installation, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras 

or delivered free at these places, one rupee and one anna per 
Imperial gallon in returnable 2 gallon cans or in returnable 
40/50 gallon casks. 

(iii) F. O. R. at suppliers* installation, Bombay, Calcutta and 

Madras in buyer *s containers or in bulk, fifteen annas per 
Imperial gallon. 

(iv) For deliveries made at Karachi, six pies per Imperial gallon is 

charged over and above the prices mentioned in (ii) and (iii) 
above. 

(d) The oil companies. 

(6) Nil. 

if) The import duty on petrol is six annas per Imperial gallon and is 
levied for revenue purposes. Of this duty two annas is credited to a 
special fund from which disbursements are made for expenditure on road 
development. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: When the B. 0. C. and other companies send 
their balance sheets to Government, is it not possible for Government to 
calculate the cost per gallon of petrol? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy; I am afraid not. I have had a good 
deal of experience at one time or another of the calculation of costs, and 
certainly from published accounts or balance sheets you could not arrive 
at an accurate figure. Also, I understand that in the case of petroleum 
products, while it rnight not be difficult to find out wEat the average cost 
11 js extremely difficult to say how the costs should be 

allocated, so ^s to determine the cost of a particular product. 
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Dividend paid by the Btjkmah Oil Company in 1930. 

15. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What is the amount of dividend which 
ihe Burmah Oil Company paid last year? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: According to the reports of the 
twenty -eighth annual meeting of the Company, for which I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the commercial and financial newspapers, the 
dividend paid was 30 per cent. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it not a very high dividend? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I think the Honourable Member 
is in as good a position as myself to answer that question. 

Pboportion of Shares in the Burmah Oil Company owned by 

Indians. 

16. •Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What was the proportion of shares owned 
by bona fide (not domiciled) Indians to the total capital of the Burmah Oil 
Company — 

(i) at the time of paying last dividend? 

(ii) at the time the company was first started? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: The Government of India have no 
information. 

Restoration of the Stipends of Members of the Carnatic Familys 

17. ♦Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether they have given effect to the Resolution passed by 
the Assembly in January, 1930, recommending the restoration of the 
stipends of the members of the Carnatic Family, who took part in the 
Khilafat movement, with retrospective effect? 

(6) If no effect has yet been given, will they kindly state the reason 
therefor? 

(c) Will Government kindly place on the table of the House the 
correspondence that has passed between the Government of India and the 
Government of Madras on this subject? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: (a) and (6). The Resolution passed by the House 
in January, 1930, relates to the case of tw'o Carnatic stipendiaries, viz., 
Messrs. Muhammad Abdul Ahad Sahib and Muhammad Abdul Latif 
Farookhi. Orders have been issued to give effect to it so far as the case (J 
Muhammad Abdul Ahad Sahib is concerned. The case of Mr. Farookhi 
is under correspondence wdth the Madras Government and Mr. Farookhi 
and it is hoped will be settled before long. 

(c) It is not in the public interest to place on the table of the House 
the correspondence that has passed between the Government of India and 
the Government of Madras, on the subject. 

Mr. S. 0. 'Mitra:^This question was before the Government at the 
beginning of the last Simla Session. How long will Government take to 
arrive at a decision in regard to Mr. Farookhi? 
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Mr. J. Q.. Acheson : My personal acquaintance with this case is neces- 
sarily very short and I am not in a position to answer that question. 

Mr. B. Das: The Honourable Member’s predecessor, the gentleman for 
whom the Honourable Member is acting, assured this House that Gov- 
ernment would take action immediately and restore the pensions. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: It is a fact that the permanent Foreign Secretary 
accepted the Itcsolution on behalf of Government and I know he is taking 
a great personal interest in attaining the object of the Eesolution. 

Restoration of the Stipends of Members of the Carnatic Family. 

*Maulvi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi: With reference to the reply 
to the supplementary question of Mr. M. K. Acharya to my starred question 
No. 64, asked in the Assembly on the 14th July, 1980, will Government be 
pleased to state if they are now prepared to give effect to the Resolution 
passed by the Assembly in January, 1980, regarding the resloration of 
stipends, with retrospective effect, to members of the Carnatic family who 
took part in the Khilafat movement? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : 1 would refer the Honourable Member to my reply 
to a. question on the same subject by the Honourable Maulvi Sayyid 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur. 

Abolition of the Crew System of Ticket Checking on the East 

Indian Railway. 

19. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Have Government decided whether 
the crew” system in the East Indian Railway is to bo abolished? 

(h) If so, will the men now working in the crew department be discharged 
from their service? Are Government contemplating to appoint them as 
station ticket collectors, relieving clerks, travelling ticket collectors and 
guards in ])referencc to outsiders? 

(c) Are Government contemplating to introduce any new system for 
c'hecking tickets in j)lace of the present crew system? If so, w'hat is the 
new system? Has it l)cen tried on the East Indian Railway or in any 
other Government line? 

(r/) What are the reasons which led Government to conclude that the 
crew system failed? 

(c) Do OovermiKmt i)roposc to appoint a special oflicer to look after 
Ihe interests of crew’inen, and to secure parallel i)osts for them in the ^ame 
or other sections of the East Indian Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) A final decision has not yet been made. 

(h) If a change in the system of checking passengers’ tickets is decided 
on, it is proposed to employ under, the new system such of tlie existing 
crew staff as it is decided to retain. The East Indian Railway Administra- 
tion w’ill no doubt employ members of the existing crew staff in preference 
to out^ders. 

(c) The present proposal, in the event of the •crew system being 
abolished, is to have passengers’ tickets checked by Travelling Ticket 
Examiners of whom one or two Avould be posted to each train. This system 
is at present employed on those Divisions of the East Indian Railway where 
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the crew system has not been introduced and on the majority of Bailways, 
although it is not usual to have a Travelling Ticket Examiner on each 
train. 

(d) The principal reason that has led to a reconsideration of the crew 
system is the difficulty that has been experienced in preventing passengers 
without tickets from entraining. 

(e) Government have received no information indicating that the ap- 
pointment of a special officer for this purpose is called for. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will Government please lay on the table the 
Beport and all the papers connected with the inquiry into the question of 
the abolition of the crew system? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: 1 am afraid 1 must have notice of that question, 
Sir. 

Decline in Exports from India. 

20. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (i) What was the amount of export — 

(a) From April to September, 1929, 

(b) From April to September, 1930? 

(ii) What is the loss in income-tax on account of the decrease in 
export trade? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (i) (a) Es. 160*46 crores. 

(b) Bs. 125*13 crores. 

(ii) There is no means of estimating the reduction in income-tax due to 
the fall in the value of exports during 1930. In any case profits made on 
exports during 1930 could only be assessed for inbome-tax in the year 
1981-32. 


Purchase by Government of the. Bengal and North Western 

Railway. 

21. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) What steps have Government taken 
since the last Session of the Assembly for the purchase of the Bengal 
and North-Western Railway? 

(b) What is the price of its share? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have been in com- 
munication with the Secretary of State and the Governments of the United 
Provinces and Bihar and Orissa on the subject, and I propose to move 
during the ]U'esent '^.ession for the appointment of a Cominitiee of ^Icmbers 
of the Assembly to examine the matter in all its aspects. 

(b) Tlie ordinary stock of the Company was quoted about the middle of 
December at 273J. 

Railway Projects under Consideration. 

22. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Wliat arc the schemes, involving a 

"apital expenditure of Bs. 50,000 or more, which are before the Bailway 
Board for consideration? • 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I presume the Honourable Member wishes to 
know the schemes costing over Es. 50,000 w’hich the Railway Board pro- 
pose should be taken np in 1931-32, I lay a statement of such schemes 
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on the table. There are, of course, other schemes under examination, 
though there is little prospect of their early inception, and I should explain 
that schemes costing under one lakh do not ordinarily come to the Bailway 
Board. 


SCHEMES COSTING OVER BS. 60,000 IN 1031>32. 

Assam- Bengal Railway, 


Anticipated 

cost. 

Ra. 

Lakhs. 

(1) Electrification — ^Badarpur. . . . , , l-Ol 

(2) Regrading Lumding--*Manipur Road . . 2*25 

Bengal and North- Western Railway, 

(3) Remodelling goods yard, Samastipur . . , , 4*29 

(4) Improving accommodation in old type staff quarters . 2*50 

BengaUN agpur Railway. 

(5) Doubling line Kharagpur-Bhadrak (Only two sections 

of this doubling estimated to cost 13*50 lakhs is 


proposed for early inception) • . , , 163*73 

(6) Crossing stations between Akaltara-Naila, Champa- .<>. 

Baraduar, Baraduar-Sakti and Jamga-Dahgorai ' 

Bhatapara- Nipania. Bhatapara- Hatibandh, 

Dilbai’Drug. Drug-Muripur, Muripur-Rajnand- 

gaon, Silyari-Mandhar . . , , . 10*00 

(7) Tender Shop at Kharagpur 7 *49 

(8) Conversion of mill wright shop into Locomotive shop 

stores (building and equipment) at Kharagpur . 2*71 

(9) Development of Bokaro Joint Colliery , . , 1*78 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 


(10) Bandikui remodelling M. G. yard .... 2*30' 

(11) Renewal of girders on the Narbadda Bridge . . 40<36 

(12) Strengthening bridges Kalakund Khandwa . • 12*00 

(13) Strengthening Ravine Viaduct 1*61 

(14) Strengthening Rutlam-Mhow Bridges . . . 4*60 


Burma Railways. 

(15) Providing additional reception lines and extension to 
loop lines at certain stations from Pyinmana to 
Thazi, Yemethin District ..... 

^ (16) Re-roofing Tool Room, New Electric Shops and New 

* • Office for production staff offices .... 

(17) Replacement of machinery for Locomotive Work- 

shops • ••••••• 

(18) Flat and approach girders for crossing rolling stock 

(Martban Moulmein South) 


2*60 


1*25 


0*93 

1*70 
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Anti(.*ipated 

Eastern Bengal Bailway, cost. 

Rs. 

Lakhs. 

(19) Fulchhari — Permanent acquisition of land . . . 2*32 

(20) Kanchrapara improved water supply . . . 1*00 

(21) Naihati extra rnarahalling facilities in lieu of proposed 

Helgurriah yard . . . . . . . 5*00 

(22) Kanchrapara new hospital . . . . . 1*00 

(23) Renewal of weak masonry bridges . . , . 1*40 

(24) Renewal of small spans . . . . . . 0*00 

East Indian Railway. 

(25) Lucknow Division — Junction arrangements refpiircil 

of the Lucknow-Sultanjnir-Zaforabad Railway . 2-00 

(26) Water supply 12"' rising made fi*om Monghyr to Jamal- 

pur 2-69 

(27) Dinapur Division —Drinking water supply at ^loghal- 

sarai station and colony ..... 2*00 

(28) Howrah Division — Dankuni — Provision of up and down 

passing sidings and raised platforms . . . 1*26 

(20) Moradabad Division- Provision of hospital and dis- 
j>eusary for Duropeun and Indian staff with nui’scs* 


(piarters . . . , , . . . 2*00 

(30) Asansol Division — Improved water supply at Asansol . 1*00 

(31) Moradabad Division — Improving tlrainage in the 

Colony . . . . , . . . 1*30 


\ll) Rebuilding weak masonry bridges . . . . , 1‘25 

oXi >3) vStrongt hen i ng Barakar bridge down track . . . 2*80 

(34) Renewal of foot over bridges at Luckoeserroi, Buktiarjuir, 

iMokamch, Dinapore, Buxar and Arrah . . . 1*50 

(35) Machinery plani and ecjuipment for mechanical work* 

shops . , . . . . . . 5-10 

(30) ^leclianicid plant on divisions . . . . . 2 ‘SO 

(37) Colliery et;nij)inent . . . . . , . 0*()3 

(.ircal Indian Peninsula Tlaihray. 

(38) Jtarsi Agra Relaying ...... 31 -.33 

(39) Pucca Drains — Bhusaval Nagpur . . . . ."i-GS 

(40) Strenglliening and renewal of girders of Betwn ami 

B('twa Nala Bridge . . . . . . .■)*22 

(41) Strcngtliening and renewal of girders of Keotan 

Bridge . . . , . . . . 3*10 

(42) Slivnglhening and rencw’al of girilers of Bina Bridge . 1*73 

Madras and Southern Mahratia Raihray. 

(43) Tondiarpet Oil Depot Siding . . . . . 1*16 

(44) Watering arrangements at- Ongole ... 1*24 

(45) Ticket checking arrangements at Bangalore city . . 1*20 

(46) Additional Machinery at Hiibli . . . . . 2*35 

North western Railway {Commercial). 

(47) New Bay and 80 -ton cranes in Boiler Shop, Moghulpura . 2 • 45 

(48) Removing and strengtliening of girders on the Delhi 

Ambala Kalka section , . • • 
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Anticipated 


North-Western Railway (Strategic). cost. 

Rb. 

Lakhs. 

( 49) Renewing and strengthening weak girders spans between 

Sibi and Kblpur ....... 3*00 

Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway (Lucknow- Bareilly Section), 

(50) Interlocking iriain line stations . . , . . 2*10 

South Indian Railway. 

(51) Remodelling Dindigul Junction . . . . 2*93 

(52) Additional accommodation at Kumbaconam . . 2*00 

(53) Podanur Mettupalaiyam section girder renewals • 0*53 

(54) Katpadi Branch — strengthening bridges. Cheyar, 

Palar and overbridges, M. & S. M. Railway . . 4*54 


Construction of a Railway from Bansdih Road to Maniyab Ghat. 

23. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Was it ever proposed to build a 
branch line from Bansdih Road to Maniyar Ghat in Bengal and North- 
Western Railway? 

(b) What opinions did the District Board of Ballia and the Collector of 
Ballia express on the necessity of constructing this line ? 

{c) Is it not a fact that the proposed line was intended to pass through 
the following towns: 

(i) Maniyar, which is a big trading centre and a big Mela is held 

here called Ektijia; 

(ii) Nankagara, famous for its shrine where thousands of people 

assemble every year; 

(iii) Sikandarpur, which is one of the greatest trading centres and 

it exports oil seeds, perfumery and sugar; 

(iv) Nawanagar? 

(d) What was the length of the proposed line and what was the esti- 
mated cost? 

(e) What are the reasons for not commencing the construction work? 

(/) Are Government prepared to consider the proposal again? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) A survey was made in 1907-08 for a line from 
Bansdih Road to Maniyar Ghat. 

(b) Government are not aware of the opinions expressed at that time 
by the District Board and the Collector of Ballia. 

(c) 1’he surveyed line terminated at Maniyar, but a reconnaissance was 
also made in the direction of Sikandarpur and Nawanagar and on to 
Bilthava Road; Government are not aware of the existence of the town of 
— I am sorry I am not aware of its exact pronunciation — ^Nankagam which 
is not shown in the survey of India maps or mentioned in the local 

* gazetteer. 

(d) The line surveyed was 14^ miles long and the estimated cost in 
1908 was Rs. 5,32,460. 

(a) The traffic prospects of the line did not appear sufficiently good to 
justify the cost of construction. 
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(/) Considering that the cost of construction would be at least 25 per 
cent, higher than in 1908 and the traffic prospects today would be even less 
favoiirub’e. owing to the road motor competition which would be experi- 
enced, Government are . not prepared to consider the proposal again. 

Effect of the Boycott Movement on a Delhi Firm. 

24. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to the following news published in the Pioneer of 22nd November as a 
message from its special representative at Delhi? 

** That boycott and its advocacy can prove a two-edged weapon has been the exper- 
ience of one well-known Delhi firm which relies for the great proportion of its business 
upon European custom. It became known that members of the firm, while accept- 
ing English money, were actively associated with anti-British propaganda and its 
dissemination. The news was circulated with the suggestion that custom might 
advantageously bo withdrawn, and from evidence available, the effect appears to have 
been salutary.*’ 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the name of the Delhi firm 
referred to? 

(c) What are the charges against members of this firm, and what 
evidence do Government themselves possess against this firm? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state to what extent Government 
officials took part in the circulation of the news that European custom 
might advantageously be withdrawn from this firm? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to place the connected papers on the 
table ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I have seen the message in ques- 
ti'm. 

(b), (c), (d), and (a). I do not think I can add for the Honourable 
Member’s infonnation to the contents of the message itself. 

Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachaiiar: Do Government consider this fonn 
!)F boycott worthy of adoption? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I. can only say this that if a firm 
is found to be engaged in activities hostile to the Government, it does not 
seem to me to be an unjustifiable proposition that Government should not 
lend it their financial support. 

Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar: Would Government justify social 
pressure In cases of that sort? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: No, Sir. I do not justify social 
pressure in any circumstances. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire, Sir, if officials of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department have not communicated to the Honourable Member the 
names of the firms that are so banned, and also a list of the Government 
Hritisli officials who have agreed in the boycott of that particular ijiotor 
^rm and are carrying it out? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I do not think any advantage would 
be gained. Sir, by my naming any names here. 

Mr. B. Das: That is a matter of opinion. 

B 2 
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Recent Loans raised by the Government of India. 

25. *Mr, B. Das.* (a) Will Government! be pleased to state the amount 
of debt incurred by them till December, 1930, from 1st April, 1930? 

(b) How much of this debt was anticipated in the last budget speech 
of tlie Honourable the Finance Member and how much was unanticipated? 

(c) How much of the loan incurred up to date has been utilised to 
meet— 

(i) anticipated capital charges; 

(ii) capital charges not foreseen; 

(iii) deficit revenue of the Central Government; 

(iv) deficit revenue of the Provincial Governments; 

(v) other productive debts; and 

(vi) other non-productive debts? 

(d) If any fund from new loans has been allotted under items (c) (v) 
and (c) (vi), will Government be pleased to state the nature of such expen- 
diture and the necessity of their provision by public debt? Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to give details of expenditure on each of these items? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: A revised estimate of the debt 
position will be placed before the House when I present the Budget for 
1931-32. 

Mr. B. Das: May I suggest, Sir, to the Honourable [Member that the 
purport of my question was the amount of debt incurred by my Honourable 
friend from ist April, 1930, till 31st December, 1930, and tla* amounts ad- 
vancLd to the Provincial Oovernments and also spent by the Central Gov- 
ernment on productive and non-productive heads? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, the purport of my answer 
was to suggest that when I present my Budget for 1931-32 I shall he in 
a ]»osition to give this House fairly accurate information on the various 
questions asked by my Honourable friend. If I were; to atteini)t to answer 
the questions now, I should have to give very insiilTicient answers and a 
very incomplete statement. 1 suggest. Sir, that it is to the interest of 
the House that they should; wait for a matter of four weeks wlum 1 shall 
be able to put tlie position as a whole in my Budget Statement. 


Loss OF Revenue due to Trade Depression. 

26. '^Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state if they antici- 
pate any loss of revenue owing to general trade depression? If so, what 
is the total amount of such loss (1) up to date, (2) anticijiated total loss 
during the year 1930-31? 

* • 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Government do anticipate a 
serious loss of revenue owing, amongst other factors, to the general trade 
de])ression The jiosition will be discussed at length in my budget speech. 
Meanwhile, T anv afraid, I must ask the Honourable [Member to be content 
with the information available in the published returns. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 151 

Committee appointed be Separation of Railway and General 

Finance. 

27. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
the Committee of both the Houses appointed to revise the Con- 
vention over separation of Railway Finance from General Finance reached 
any final decision about the future management of Indian Railways? 

(b) How many sittings did this Committee hold in 1920-30 and 1930-31? 

(c) Is it a fact that there was a deadlock over the preliminary discus- 
sion as to procedure to he adopted in the Committee’s future deliberations? 

(d) Is it a fact that after that deadlock between non-ofiicials and otlicials 
in that Committee, Government never called any more meetings of the 
members? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a brief resum6 
of the work done in the various sittings of that Committee? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to inform the House of llie causes that 
delay decision over this revision? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state if on their own part they are 
anxious to arrive at a decision over the convention before the next Rail- 
w^ay Budget will be presented to the House? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) No. 

(h) Two meetings of the full Committee and one of the Sub-Committee 
appointed by the Committee to examine in detail certajn special questions 
weie held in 1929. 

(c) and (d). No. 

{(i) I place on the table of the House the minutes of the meetings of 
the iJommittee and the Sub-Committee. 

(/) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the explanation 
on this point which I gave in a speech on the 22nd February last during 
the course of the discussion on the Railway Budget. 

(g) Government consider it most desirable that a decision should be 
arrived at on the questions which the Committee was considering before the 
now constitution comes into force. But they do not think they can be 
settled satisfactorily except in relation to the constitutional changes. 


Review of the separation of Railway from General Finances. 

The following motion was adopted by the Legislative Assembly on 21st September, 
1923, regarding the election of a Committee to review the Separation of Railway 
Finances from General Finan«:es ; — 

“That this House do proceed to elect in such manner asi may be prescribed by 
the Honourable the President sixteen members to serve with the Honourable 
Finance Member as a committee to review the separation of railway finances 
from the general finances of the country in accordance with the Resolution 
adopted by the Legislative Assembly on the 20th September, 192^.“ • 

In pursuance of the above, the following sixteen members were elected members 
of the Committee : — 

1. The Honourable Sir George Rainy. 

2. Mr. A. A. L Parsons. 

3. Col. J. D. Crawford. 

1. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. 
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5. Mr. M. S. Aney. 

6. Mr. Jamnad-is M. Mehtn. 
y. Mr. O. D. EirJa. 

3. Mr. K. K. Slianmukham Chelty. 

9. Mr. A. II. Ghuznavi. 

10. Maulvi Ahdul Matin Chaudlmry. 

11. Haji Chaudhuvy Muliammad Ismail Khan. 

12. Maulvi Syed Muitiiza Sahib Bjihadur. 

15. Mr. Ani.'.r Nath Dutt. 

14. Ilai Ilahadiu* Tarit Bluisan Roy. 

15. Kumar Oaiiganand Sinha. 

16. Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim. 


MjNLTTES of MFETlNrtS. 

iupefinfj — nth Fehnnir;/, 1929. 

'I'iic first moot in, ^ of the Committee to review the separation of Railway Finances 
from the General finances of the country was held on Sunday, the 17th of February, 
1929, in Room No. 50 of the Council House. The following Members were presenL ; — 

1. Sir George Rainy. 

2. Sir George Schuster. 

3. Mr. A. A. L. Par.sons. 

4. Mr. M. S. Aney. 

5. Mr. G. 1). Birla. 

6. Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuvy. 

7. Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty. 

8. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 

9. Mr. A. IT. Ghuznavi. 

10. ITaji (,’haudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

11. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta. 

12. Maulvi Syed Murtu/a .Sahib Bahadur. 

13. R-ai Bahadur Tarit Bhusaii Roy. 

14. Kumar Oanganand Sinha. 

15. Sir Pur.shotamdas Thakurdas. 

Sir George Rainy was elected Chairman of the Committtje. 

In opening vhe proceedings Sir George Rainy expressed his regret tliat it had not 
been found pos.sible to obtain the presence of all members in time for a meeting before 
the beginning of the session, since during the session it was very difficult to find 
unoccupied day.s. He e.vplained that the present meeting had been called in order 
that the Committee might settle their procedure, and that the Government members 
might have the advantage of hearing the views of other members of the Committee. 
Neil her he nor Sir George Schuster had come with any pre-conceived ideas; they both 
wanted to know first what the points were which other members of the Committee 
thought should be examined. Certain members of the Committee had already indicated 
various subjects as requiring e.xamination, and possibly other members would now ho 
able to put forward additions to the list. 

2 . The suggestions already received were then read out. Mr. Aney proposed that 
Tn addition a statement .showing the economies realised as compared with those anti- 
cipated by schemes placed before the Standing Finance Committee for Railways during 
the last few year.s should be prepared. Mr. Chetty thought that it might he useful 
to have the percentage of administration charges, operation charges, etc., to the total 
expenditure on Indian railwava compared with similar figures for railways in the 
IJnited Kingdom and llic United Slates of America ; hut Mr. Parsons pointed out that 
it would be difficult to get a reliable ba.sis for such a comparison, since it was unlikely 
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that charges booked under these heads were the same in all countries. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mchtu considered that as a general guide the total operating ratio might be found 
useful for comparative purposes. It was finally decided that the notes already received 
should be circulated to all other members of the Committee as quickly as possible, and 
written suggestions invited from members by tlie 28th of February. 

3. On the motion of Mr. Jamnadas Mehta it was decided to appoint a Sub Com- 
rnliteo consisting of : 


Sir George Rainy. • j Mr. II. Ghuzuavi. 

Sir George Scbusl tr. Mr. M. S. Aney. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakiirdas. ' Colonel J. D. Crawford, and 

Mr, Jamnadas Mchla. 

j’iie terms of reference to th^ Sub-Comrnittce were then considered, Mr. Jamnadas 
Mthta suggested that the Sub-Coinniitteo slu^uld be asked to examine the operation 
ijf tlie Convention and to make suggestions for such changes or alterations in it as they 
considered nrtessary after this examination. Sir George Rainy suggested that it wasj 
piip.clpally the financial ba^jis of the Convention which the Sub-('ommitteo should 
examine, find on which it should make recommendations, and that possibly it might 
bo better to leavo other points to he dealt M*ith by the main Committee. Sir George 
Schuster thought that in addition to examining and making rreornrnendations on the 
I'.npncial aspects of the Convene lori, the Suh-Committee might nsefiilly prepare a list of 
Mibjoets which they thought should be examined by the main Committee. 

^ Mr. Chetty expressed the opinion that it was for the main Committee first to settle 
what iK)ints should he referred to the Sub-Committee; and it was finally decided that, 
if pfssible, a meeting of the Sub-Cornmittee should be held before the next meeting 
of the full Committee, and that the Sub-Committee should, after considering any 
.suggestions received from niemliers, themselves piit fonvard pniposals for the terms 
ot reference, and suggest a tini.^-table for the Inisiness of the sub and main Committees. 


Sero/id meetimj — JUth Martha J9J9, 


The second meeting of flic Committee to review the separation of Railway from 
(.eneral finances was held on Friday, (lie 29lh Mairh, 1929, in Room No. 12 of the 
Conneil House. The following Members were* present : 

Sir George Rainy. Mr. Amar Natli T)utt. 

Sir George Schuster. Colonel J. D. Crawford. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta. | Kunnir Ganganand Sinha. 

.1 approved of the draft terms of reference placed before them by 

t/ir Sub-Committee with the addition of the following clause : 

“18. Whether any roeommendatinns made liy the Sub Committee would necessitate 
an.v amendments to the Indian Railways Act or eny other Act of the 
Legislature, and, if so, what.’' 

essential that the meetings of the Sub-Committee and of the 
1 • ® convened early enough to enable a report to he pre.sented to the. 

ses.sion, and it wa.s decided that meetings should be called* some- 
fri. tfic latter half of June, 1929; the intention Avas that ten dava should he allotted 
(tiseiissions both in the Sub-Committee and in the Committee, and that the meetings 
'ill + r>uh-Committee should start three or four davs earlier in order that it may be 
-.le to lay its recommendations before the full Committee. It was re.solved that all 
circulated to Members of the Snh-Committee .should he circulated at the same 

^ Members of the Committee who would thus he kept fnllv informed of the 
^'^^'aiters under discussion. 
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Terms of reference. 

To examine and make recommendations on the following subjects : 

1. Whether the present provision for depreciation is adequate and whether any 
alteration is necessary in the basis of the appropriations made thereto under the 
present rules of the Fund after investigation into the following, among other ques- 
tions : 

(fl) Whether the present assumption as to the life of assets is correct. 

(h) Whether the Depreciation Fund should provide for the full replacement cost 
of an asset or the original cost thereof. 

(c) Whether any special provision is required to be made for arrears of deprecia- 
tion or for the writing down or writing off of capital. 

2. Whether it is desirable to establish a fund to be made up by appropriations from 
surplus revenue to cover expenditure on betterment and minor capital improvements. 

3. What should be the correct method of calculating interest on the capital advanced 
by the Clovernmeiit of India to the Railways. 

A. Whether Railway revenues should be required to provide in addition to interest 
and depreciation an annual allocation from revenues for redemption of the whole or a 
part of the capital advanced by the Government to the Railways. 

5. Whether in addition to the above payments Railways should make a contribution 
to general revenues, and, if so, on what basis the contribution should be fixed. 

6. How’ the actual surplus accruing in any year, after piovision has been made for 
interest, depreciation, etc., should be distributed, and in particular whether any, and, 
if so, what share should be allotted to : 

(o) the Reserve Fund; 

(/f) General Revenues; 

(c) the welfare of employees; and 

(r/) non recurring expenditure on increased amenities for the travelling public. 

7. For what purposes the Reserve Fund should be held, and what should be its 
maximum limit. 

8. What policy should be followed when Government are eatisfied that there tias 
been a permanent increase in the uett earnings of the railways, and in particular to 
what extent the recurring surplus should ba devoted to : 

(f/) the reductiem of rates and fares; 

(0) the improvement of the conditions of service of Railway employees; and 
(c) the provision of increased amenities for the travelling public. 

9. Whether strategic railways should he treated separately, and, if so, how. 

10. How the balances of the Depreciation and Reserve Funds should bo invested; 
if left with the Government of India as part of the general ways and means balmces, 
what rate of interest should lie allowed thereon, and whether such interest as is payable 
should be added to the reserve themselve.s or taken as items of general railway revenue. 

11. Whether any alteration is desirable in the form of the Railway budget presented 
to the Legislature or in the time of presentation. 

12. Whether a change is desirable in the constitution, functions, or procedure of 
the Standing Finance Committee for Railways or the Central Advisory Council. 

13. What changes, if any, are desirable in the powers exercised by Agents of 
Railways. 

14. Whether there should be prepared by tlie Railway Board annually a balance 
sheet for each railway and a consolidared balance sheet for all Indian State-owned 
railways. 

• 15.^ What should be the constitution and functions of the Rates Advisory Com- 

mittee, or of any other body that may be set up for the control of rates and fares. 

16. Whether it is desirable that the services of a Railway expert or experts^ should 
be obtained from abroad to examine any, and, if so, what aspects of the Indian Rail- 
way Administration. 

17. Wliat progress has been made in giving effect to the recommendations, apart 
from the Convention, in the Re.solution of the Legislative Assembly of the 20th Sep- 
tember, 1924, and what further steps, if any, in that direction are desirable and feasible. 
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18. Whether any recommendations made by the Sub- Committee would nece.ssitate 
any amendments to the Indian Railways Act or any other Act of the Legislature, and, 
if so, what.** 


Letters containing mggeMions received from Membern of th,i Committee appointed to 
Iteview the separation of Itailway from. Generrd Finances. 

Demi-official letter from Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, dated the 14th December 1928. 

I thank you for your letter of the 1st instant intimating the date of the first 
meeting of the Separation of Railway Finance Convention Revision Committee. 

My views arc — 

(1) That the Committee should be allowed to elect its (*\vn chairman. 

(2) That the contribution to the General finances from Railways should not he 

more than one per cent, on the capital at charge. 

(3) That the Railway Reserves must not be more than an amount equal to two 

years’ contribution on the capital at charge. Any surphi.s must go 
towards the reduction of rates and f»'res and increase of amenities. 

(4) That the depreciation reserve rules should be revised so as to bear less 

heavily on revenue. 

(5) That members of the Railway Finance Committee should be allowed to 

raise any question of finance or policy sui moto, 

{6) That the minutes of the proceedings of the Railway Finance Committee 
should be so recorded that Members of the Assembly might be able to 
follow the trend of discussion and the m.ain pros, and von.<<. of the issue. 
(7) That the Agents’ powers must be curtailed in some respects of which I shall 
write hereafter. 


Demi-official leti’er from Mr. G. D. Birla, daied the 14th December 1928. 

With reference to your letter Xo. 4773-F., dated the 1st December 1928, the 
following are .some of the points which I am likely to raise at the meetings of the 
Committee appointed to review the separation of Railway finance from the General 
finance of the country : — 

1. The amount of contribution to General finance and the desirability or other- 

wise of the existing provision in the convention relating to strategic rail- 
ways. 

2. Purchase of stores. 

3. Tndianisation. 

4. Policy with regard to the size, etc., of the Reserve Fund. 

5. Rates and Fares. 

6. Central Advisory Council — how far it has served the purpose for which it 

was formed. 

» 7. The utility or otherwise vif the Rates Advisory Committee. 

1 can think of nothing specific at the moment which requires the collection and 
tabulation of statistics, hut I feel the members will like to have notes or memoranda 
dealing at some length with important topics like those mentioned above. It ’s a vast 
field which the Committee will have to survey and to enable it to discharge its duties 
in a truly satisfactoiy manner, it is essential that information on the various aspects 
of railway administration should be made available for it in a handy form. The 
members have received a set of papers containing the minutes placed before the 
Committee of 1925 that examined the question and they are thankful fu’ it. Tin's 
however is only a part of the material which \nll he required for an elucidation of 
the problem to he investigated. What I suggest therefore is the preparation by the 
Board of a set of })apers explaining the status quo and showing the improvements 
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brought about all along the line in response to suggestions in the Legislature. The 
Board might go a little further and provide for the use of the members of the Com- 
mittee a comparative study of some of the important asi)ccts of Indian railway manage- 
ment, showing where it stands as judged by foreign standards and how far its 
modernization has gone. 

J note that the first meeting of the Committee will be held at Delhi on the 21st 
Januaiy. I liojie that the pronramrne will ]»e so framed as to lead to no clash of 
dates with the ineetiiigs of the Legislatme. The members should have ample time to 
deal with tlic questioihs which are likely to arise, and this they cannot have if they 
Jiave to divide it between the meetings of the Committee and of the Assembly or the 
Council of State. 


Demi-official tetter from Ktmah Canganand Sinha. -hated the 21st Jang ary 1929. 

With rcrci’ciicc to your letter Nr. 4773-K., dated the 1st December 1928, I beg to say 
that I would like to have detailed inrormatioii in regard to the following particulars 
in connection wiih the Fepav.it ion of Ihiilway Finance from the General Finance : — 

1. Hallway Heserve accumulating from year to ye.ai’. 

2. Del ails of th*?. amenities otfered to the travelling public since the separation. 

3. Hediutioii of freights and faies. 

4. Improvenient of the rolling stocks and locomotives. 

5. rrogvess in r.^giird to the Tndianisation of superior services. 

6. How fai* State Railway .stores have been juirchased from indigenous Indian 

firms. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 


Demi-official i.etteu from !Mr. Jamnadas ]M. ^Mehta, daied the 26tii Kebruary 1929. 

In reply to your D. 0. Xo. 4773-F., I am making the following suggestions : — 

(1) That one copy of the Standard Revenues Act (1921) for Railways in England 

be made available to every member of the ('ornmittee. 

(2) That the American practice in regard to the Depreciation and Reserve funds 

may, if possible, be made available to the members. 

(3) That statistics may be supplied to members as to the amount of interest 

paid from 1st April 1922 till 31st March 1929- - 

(n) for the construction of new lines before they are opened for traffic ; 

(//) for the schemes of rehabilitation and improvements until they are completed. 

(4) That a balance sheet of each railway and consolidated balance sheet of all 

the railways should be hereafter prepared and supplied to the Assembly. 

(5) That the form in whicli the Budget papers are presented should be re- 

considered. 

(6) That a memorandum should be supplied stating what particular pow'ers, both 

financial and administrative, had been delegated to the Agents since 1921. 

(7) Tliat a similar memorandum regarding the delegation of powers from the 

Secretary of State and the Government of India to the Railway Board and 
of the powers which the Secretary of State and the Government of India 
still retain in their hands. 

(8) That a statement of the steps that have been so far taken for arranging the 

Railway Budget in September instead of in February each year should bo 
circulated. 

(9) That a statement of such railway industries as have been established since 

Lst April 1922 may be supplied to each member. 


Demi-official i.etter from Str Pgrshotamdas Thakitrdas, dated the 26tii 
. Febrcaiiy 1928. 

With reference to your D. O. Xo. 4773-F., dated the 18th instant, I think it desir- 
able for the Gommittee to have a report from a qualified expert on the adequacy or 
otherwise of the Railway Depreciation Fund and generally on the progresg made in the 
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efficiency of Indian Railways, since say, the Inchcape Committee reported, i.e., since 1st 
April 1923. As a Member of the Inchcape Committee, I should, in ordinary course, 
not refer to the Report of that Committee, Init it is unanimously 
agreed that the Report on the Railway Expenditure as made by 
that Committee, is very valuable. I particularly draw the allention of the Committee 
to paragraphs 16, 16, 17, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29 and the general remarks covering paragraphs 
33 to 37. I would also refer the Committee to conclusion No. 5 of the Committee 
as recorded on page 81 of their Report. 

In order to he able to get a reliable lead on these various questions, I would sugge..st 
tliat the Government of India bring out an expert in Railway matters, of the position 
of General Manager of one of the Railways in England, to "review the progress made 
in the efficiency of Indian Railways since April 1923. Mr. Iklilne, who was brought 
out by Lord Inchcape to assist the Committee, vendored such bivaluable assistance in 
the preparation of the Ro])ovt on Railway Expenditure, that T feel that the expenditure 
incurred in making similar advice available to the tVmiTiiittce ^\ill nut only not be 
wasted, but will pay itself several times ov(‘r. I would like to make it clear that I 
am for a really first-cla.s.s r.tilway expert being brought out aiicl none else. I am aware 
tliat what I am sugge.sting may delay the consideiati(»n of the quest ion of dejivcciation, 
hut I fail to uiidcrslaMd how the Committee can jjroceed with the question of adequate 
depreciation for Irnlian Railways without a report of the mature that 1 have indicated 
above. 


Demi-official letter ruojvi Messrs. Tarit Rhi’shan Roy and Amar • Nath Dun% 

DATED THE 7tH MARCTI 1929. 

With reference to your D. 0. No. 4773-F., dated the l^^t Decemher 1928, we beg 
to .state that we desire to laise tlie following points for consideration of the (‘onimitteo 
which has been apinunted for dealing with the question of separation of Railway 
Finance from General Rcvemies 

(J) The principle on which contribution should )je made to the geiicial finance 
and the nature and exteiu thereof. 

(2) Tlie principle regulating the Rcscitc Fund and the Depreciation Kimd. 

(3) 'ilic gradual rcdiution of freights and fares and the provision of increased 

amenities to the travelling public. 

(4) Improvemeiit of coaching stock and adojjtion of measures for securing efficient 

and up-to-date transportation methods and quicker movenicnt of th& 
rolling stock. 

(5) Particulais relating to tho purchase of store,*?. 

(6) The advantage or necessity of the Rales Advisory Committee. 

(7) Economy without impairing efficiency. 

(8) Transference of Strategic Railways from General Railway finance. 

(9) Time for presentation of Railway Budget. 

(10) Statement show’ing the actual retcipt? (lufth j»re-war and post-war) from 

passenger traffic of different classes. 

We sliould like to know the possibilities of eleclvicity and oil fuel as a commercial 
propo.sition in tlie rnovement of rolling stock in India. We regret we do 
not appreciate the necessity of ihe formation of a sub-committee which 
can hardly he of service unless the whole committee is daily c(»nsnlted 
and they have the opportunity of daily meeting the sub-committee. So 
it is necessary that the members of the full committee should also he 
jn’csent at the place where the sub-c*ommiitec sits, to make suggestions 
as orca.sion ari.-^es. Having regard to the im])ort:incc of the matters under 
consideration, we think it is eminently desirable that they should bo 

considered by the full committee at meetings (o be called and amnged 
for early in Mav or June next at Simla. 

A meeting of the Sub-Commiltec ajipointcd by the rommittee elected by tlje 
As.eembly to review the Separation Gonvention w’a.s held in Bombay on Snifday fho 
30th tlune. All the Members of the Suh-Gomrnittee. except ('olonel Crawford, who 

wa.s out of India, attended. The following Member.s were jiresent : 

1. The Honourable Sir Georoe R.aixy, fViairmnn. 

2. The Honrurahlo Sir George SenrsTER. 

3. Sir PrnsHOTAMDAs Th.vkvrdas. 
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4. Mr. A. H. Ghazravi. 

5. Mr. M. S. Aney. 

6. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta. 

2. The Chairman explained that Government had not prepared any definite propobaU 
to lay before the Sub-Committee. When the separation proposals were placed before 
the Assembly in 1924, the initiative was taken by Government; but the pi'osent Com- 
mittec had been appointed in response to a feeling in the Assembly that the existing 
arrangements might with advantage be revised, and Government therefore desired to 
ascertain the piovisitnal views of the Members of the Sub-Comin»ttoe, in a general way 
at this preliminary meeting. Sir George Schuster pointed out tliat one of the most 
important questions that t)iey had to consider was whether the llailway position was 
really as prosperous as it looked, or whether the system of accounting at present in 
force showed the result.? belter than they really were. He doubted whether enough 
money was being set aside at pr.?sent for dBpreciation or for minor capital improve 
ments or for betiermcnts, and pcinted out that there was no provision for the amortisa- 
tion by the Railways of the capital invested in them, though Government set aside 
annually a definite sum of money for amortising the whole of their debt including 
that incurred for Railways. Referring to the proposals made by Sir Arthur Dickinson 
in connection with the depreciation fund, he said that while there was room for differ- 
ence of opinion as to the lives that shouhl be assumed for tho different classes of assets, 
which was a matter for experts to decide, tho suggestion made by Sir Arthur Dickinson 
that revenue should bear the total replacement cost and not merely tho oiiginal cost 
was a very sound one. It was estimated, how'ever, (hat it would cost at present about 
2 crores more from revenue per year. Another proposal which was worthy of considera- 
tion was the one made in Gencuil Hairiniond’a letter to birn that a sum of about l/10th 
per cent, of the capital at charge should be set aside every year from revenue for 
betterments which did not directly earn rcver.ue or reduce expenditure. He also favour - 
«d the suggestion that the limit of expenditure on minor capital improvements bolow^ 
which the cost should be charged to revenue should be raised to Rs. 10,000 from 
Rs. 2,000. This was estimated to cost about 30 lakhs a year at present. 

After discussion, the Sub-Committee came to the conclusion that it would l)e 
desirable for the Chairman and Sir George Schuster to place their preliminary views 
before them for consideration. They also desired at the same time to have a statement 
showing what the effect of these proposals would have been on the Railway contribution 
to general revenues if they had been in force during the last few years. 

3. The question was then discussed whetlier in view of the fact that the Statutory 
Commission would probably deal in the course of their general report with the con- 
stitutional position of Railways, it was worth while to go on with the present investi- 
gation. The general sense of the Committee was that the Statutory Commission wen* 
unlikely to make a detailed recommendation regarding Railways, and that the inve.sti- 
gation they were engaged on should bo continued. 

4. The next question discussed was a suggestion made by Sir Purshotarndas Thaknr- 
das that an expert should be obtained to report on the adequacy or otherwise of the 
Railway depreciation fund, and generally on the progress made in the efficiency of 
Indian Railways since 1923. The Chairman undeitook to obtain the views of the 
Railway Board on the proposal and to place them before the Sub-Comrnittee at their 
next meeting. 

Mr. B. Das: Do I understand that Government do not desire to call 
a meeting of this Committee in this Session of the Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am afraid, Sir, the Committee is 
no longer in existence. 

Mr. B. Das: Do I take it that the Government have no intention of 
asking this House and the other House to appoint a similar Committee once 
again? • 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I do not think, Sir, that the precise 
procedure to be followed in connection with the further investigation of 
this question can be settled in advance of the method of procedure that may 
be agreed upon for the investigation of all the numerous questions which 
have to be examined in connection with the new constitution. 
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Franchise of Indians in Ceylon. 

28. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state at what 
stage of negotiation they are now with the Secretary of State for India 
about equality of franchise of Indians in Ceylon? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to make a statement as to how the 
problem stands? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) and (6). In 
pursuance of the llesolution adopted on the llth February, 1930, in this 
House the Governinent of Ihdia made fiirtlicr representations to the Secret- 
ary of State on the question of Indian franchise under the new constitution 
in Ceylon. His Majesty’s Govennnent gave full consideration to the views of 
the Government of India and their decision was contained in the Despatch 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 911, dated the 13th June, 
;1930, addressed to His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon. That Despatch 
was published in India immediately on its n'ceipt, and a copy has been 
nla.ced in the Library of the House. It will he observed that His Majesty’s 
Government decided not to include in the Order-in-Council tlie provision 
tliat an applicant for a certificate of permanent settlement should be re- 
(luired explicitly to ronoun(*e any claim to special ])rotcction by any Govern- 
ment other than- tliat of Ceylon. It was also made clear in the Despatch 
tbtd there was no intention of repealing or amending to the detriment of 
Indians any of the laws of Ceylon affecting their position or privileges, or 
of abrogating or h^ssening the ])Owers and functions of the Agent of the 
Government of India. 

Mr. B. Das: Do 1 take it that the Government are satisfied with tlio 
jMOsition that has been stated by the Honourable Member? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-LHusain : T shall ho glad 
to hear if tlu' Hou.s(} is satisfied. 

Mr. B. Das: The House will express its opinion when the occasion 
arises. May I enquire if the Government of India are satisfied with the 
position as was stated by the Honourable Member? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : ’l^he Govern- 
nuait of India do not feel calh‘d upon to take any further action. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are I he Government of India aware that the Indians 
wlio have been living in Ceylon for the past several \ears cannot expect 
(‘ipialitv of treatment as regards franchise because then* is a elausc put in 
in the new Act, wiiich is coming into force next ^lay or June, that Indians 
having a mind to ivUirn to India will not gel. the franchise? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faz -i-Husain : I am not aware 
of .ui(;h a contingency. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are the Govewnment of India aware that Indians, both 
TTintlus and Muslims, held meetings repeat(*dly and sent c-opies of resolu- 
tions to the Government of India? (Hear, hear.) » • 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: On which 
subject, Sir? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: On the subject that the Indians lujive their right of 
franclnso, that is to say, equality of footing in the matter of establishing 
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their claim under the new reforms, which they are not getting. As a 
matter of fact equality of their right in the franchise is now being reduced 
under the new reforms. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I am quite 
satisfied, Sir, that in the matter of equality of franchise between Indians 
and Ceylonese there is no difference. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I say that the Government representatives preparing 
the list of voters and the judges who decide, as the revising officers, are 
liable to construe — since their salaries are paid by the Ceylonese Govern- 
ment — that Indians arc likely to go back to India and therefore there need 
not be equality of franchise. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is this a supplementary question to the 
question which was just answered by the Honourable Member? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Yes, Sir, (Laughter) if you will exercise your right 
judgment. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it right for an Honourable Member to 
answer a point of order addressed to the Chair and which the Chair has to 
decide ? 

Mr. President: Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What about my point of order? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: There is no point of order. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, the Honourable Member has said that he had 
no information about any attempt made by the Govemment of Ceylon of 
^he nature just mentioned by my Honourable friend, Mr. K. Ahmed. I 
maj just say one thing more about it, that is, that this House . . . . 

Mr. President: Tlie Honourable Member can only ask supplementary 
question. He cannot make a statement. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The post of a Deputy Secretary on a very high 
salary has been sanctioned for this purpose. Was it not the duty of that 
officer to find out all the facts? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I am not able 
to follow the Honourable Member’s question. 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member put a specific question? 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: The House sanctioned a special officer, called the 
Deputy Secretary for this purpose and specially to d*eal with emigration. 
Was it not his dutv to enquire as to what was going on about Indians in 
Ceylon? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Of course, it is 
and that duty is being discharged fully. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it not a fact that last year a deputation waited on 
the Honourable Member or his predecessor? Is it not a fact that that 
deputation came here and spent some time and exchanged their views with 
the Members of this Legislature? Of course a majority of the Members of 
the House are new (Laughter), but I happen to be one of the old Members 
who knows about this. 
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Mr. President: The Honourable Member will put a specific question, 
arising out of the facts disclosed in the answer to the question. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Are the Government aware that last year or so, repre- 
sentatives of Hindu and Muslim Indians living in Ceylon came and 
approached the Honourable Member’s Department — either his predecessor 
or himself — and exchanged views with regard to this difficulty which they 
were anticipating in the coming reforms and what have the Government 
done in that regard? 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Is it not a fact, Sir, that Mr. K. Ahmed is basing 
his questions on a state of affairs which has passed and that the difficulty 
to which he refers was removed by the representations made by the Govem- 
jiient of India last year? 

Mr. President: It is the privilege of the Honourable Member in charge 
to give that reply. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: May I state. Sir, that I am asking the Honourable 
Member whether that is a fact? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Is the Honourable Member raising anv point of order, 
Sir? 

The Honourable Ehan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Sir, my reading 
of the reply must have been very indistinct indeed if the question that is 
now being put is to be answered over again, and therefore with your per- 
jiiU’sion, I will read my reply again. May I do so, Sir? 

Mr. President: Yes; do please. 

(The Honourable Member, Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, rcr 
read the answer to question No. 28) and added : 

If the Honourable Members, if I may be permitted to add to my answer, 
lake their minds off from what happened before February, 1930, they will 
realise that the wishes of this House were carried out by rny predecessor 
and by the office, and the views of this House conveyed to the authorities 
with the result that has been mentioned in my reply. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I enquire of the Honourable Member whether 
the Indian residents in Ceylon are satisfied with the decision reached by 
His Majesty’s Government on the representations of the Government of 
India? 

The Honourable Ehan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I'hat, Sir, cannot 
be answered either in the affinnative or in the negative, as it is, the 
Honourable Members will no doubt realise, so very ditlicult, without a 
rofe3rendum, to find out whether tlie opinion one way or the other pre- 
ponderating. 

Trade Commissioners at Milan, Hamburg and New York. 

9 

9 

29. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state if the Trade 
Commissioners’ offices at Milan, Hamburg and New York have commenced 
their operations? Who are the Trade Conmiissioncrs at those places? How 
many of these belong to the Indian Civil Service and how many to the 
Indian commercial circle? 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No ofbces have yet been opened, but 
Mr. S. N. Gupta, I.C.S., at present Deputy Indian Trade Commissioner in 
London, has been selected to be Indian Trade Commissioner at Hamburg, 
and will assume charge of his new office this year. Steps are also being 
taken to make a selection this year for the post of Trade Commissioner at 
Milan through the Public Service Commission, the selection for this post 
being made from persons not in the service of Government. 

Recruitment of Trade Commissioners. 

30. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state the modus 
operandi they Inivc adopted or they intend to adopt for recruitment of 
Indian commercial men as trade commissioners? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Appointments of non-ofVicials will be 
made on the advice of the J\ihlic Service Commission. As 1 have stated 
in reply to the Hrmourahle Member's previous question, this procedure has 
been ado])ted in selecting an otficer for the post of Trade Commissioner at 
Milan. 

Appointment of Trade Commissioners in Turkey, Africa and Japan. 

31. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state if they have 
reached, decisions regarding opening of trade commissioners’ offices in 
Turkey, Africa and Japan? Do they expect to open these offices during 
the year 1931-32? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The recently sanctioned scheme for 
tile ap])ointiru'nl of Trade (\)mmissioners abroad, does not provide lor such 
appointmcuils in Turlu'v and Jajian. It includes the appointment of three 
Trade Commissioners in Africa, but none of these oflices is ex])ected to b(‘ 
opened during 1931-32. 

Mr. B. Das: May I impure if it is not i\^ fact that before the Standing 
Cinc.nce (’omniitlec the (lovernmeiit of India brought up a proposal for the 
appointment of six Trade Commissioners, and what is the cause of this long 
delay in the last tiire(* appointments? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The original ])rogramme put before 
(he Standing (’nuniiitt(*e was at tin; rate of two appointments a year. Wc 
then triofl, in accr)rdance with the wish expri*ssed by the Standing Finan^-e 
Commit t(je, to expedite matters by ])roceeding with a third appointment 
Ibis ujar. But the reason why W(‘ have been unable to do so, as the House 
will realise, is simply tinamdal stringency on account of which very desirable 
items of expcuiditure are luiavoidablv postponed. 


Retrencjiment Officer's Inquiries. 

32. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Govenunent bo pleased to state if 
IMf. Jukes has coiiq^leted Ids enquiry on retrenchment of expenditure 
on the c*ivil budget? What ,is the total amount of saving they anticipate 
if Mr. Jukes’ recommendations arc given effect to? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if they intend to appoint the 
same officer or another officer to investigate .if there arc possibilities of 
retrenchment on the heads of (a) Army, (h) Eailways? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: ( 4 ) Mr. Jukes’ enquiry into the 
j^rowlh of Central civil expenditure was interrupted owing to his having had 
to act as Finance Secretary and Finance Member since September. An 
i.itcrhn report was issued during the Simla Session, and I liope to be able 
to present liis full lleport about the time of the budget debate. T would 
i'i>fer the Honourable Member to what I said about the purpose of Mr. Jukes’ 
investigation in the course of last year’s budget debate. I hope to deal 
fully with tlie whole subject in my next budget speech. 

(b) Different considerations apply to the expenditure on the Anny and 
till' Jlailways. 1 think the Honourable Member will have full opportunity 
lor raising these (juestions and for eliciting a reply in tlic course of the 
l)iidg(?t debate. 

Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar : May I inquire if Mr. Jukes’ Jteport 
will be made available to the Members of this House? 

The Honourable Sir George Schueter: Certainly, Sir. 

RiCPRE USNTATIVES SELEC^Tim FOR THE RoUND TaBI.E CONFERENCE. 

1 33. '*'Rajah Sir Vasudeva Rajah: (a) Were the representatives to the 
hound Tabic Conference selected by the (lovemmeiit of India or on the 
re(;ornTnendation of tlic Government of India? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state who arc the gentlemen nomi- 
nated to represent the Zamindars and Talnkdats and their interests in the 
hound Table Conference? 

(c) Has any representative of the ryotwari landholders, who form part 
of the landholders constituency in Madras, been nomin.‘Iled to the Round 
Table Conference? If so, who? If not, will Government be pleased to 
state why that imporinnt interest lias not been represented? 

Representation of Ryotwari Landholders in the Legislatures. 

3‘1. *Rajah Sir Vasudeva Rajah: (a) Has the ryotw^ari landholders 
interest been represented in any province in India other tlum Madras? 

If so, will Government be pleased to slate wlio the representatives arc 
and whether they have the necessary nualifications to represent those in- 
terests in the Frovincial or (T'nti’al T.egislaturc? 

(fi) Arc Government aware that the interests of the ryotwari landhold- 
ers and those of Zamjndnri landholders are different? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: With your permission, Sir, T pro- 
pose to reply to questions Nos. 33 and 34 by the Honourable Member 
together. The delegates to tlie Round Table Conference were not selected 
by the Government of India or on the recommendation of the Government 
of India. The Honourable IMcinbcr will no doubt appreciate the fact 
that the delegation had necessarily to be limited and that representation 
individually of each of the numerous interests involved was consequently 
not possible. In the majority of cases persons were invited who might 
bo representative of as many interests as possible and the delegates ^who . 
might be held more particularly to represent one interest, represent in 
many cases other interests also. 

Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar: May I ask whether the elaims of 
landholders as such were considered in selecting the delegation? 


♦ Vor answer to tliis qi e .tion, see answer to starred question No. .‘M. 


O 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: As I have said, the selections were 
not made by the Government of India or on their recommendation, but 
certainly it is my belief that the representation of landholders was con- 
sidered. 


Riwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar: Then the qiu'stlon is whether the 
claims of the ryotw^ari landholders, who form by far the largest number, 
were considered ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am afraid I cannot answer ques- 
tions in detail about this l)ecause tliis is not a priniarv responsibility of tlu‘ 
(■Governor General in Council. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yahub: Jly whom were the selections made? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: By His Majesty's Govcrament. 

Mr, C. S. Ranga Iyer: VV^ill Government be pleased to see tliat in 
future discussions when the issues arising out of the Kound Table Con- 
ference are considered the claim.s for representation of the ryotw'ari 
interest are considered? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 think 1 must remind the House 
that the whole question is in charge of His Majesty's Government. But 
I think I can say this that, if the Government of India w^re of opinion 
that any interests were so inadequately represented that some change 
ought to be made, they would certainly makt.‘ repres(*ntations. 

Mr. E. Ahnied: May I safely take it that the (4ovcrnment of India 
were consulted in the selection of members of the Bound Table (kmference 
and they gave their view’s and made recommendations for s(*lecting parti- 
cular men? 

1^6 Honourable Sir George Rainy: As I said in reply to tlie question, 
it is not so. 

Mr, B. Das: May I inquire if it is not a fact that the list of delegates 
to the Bound Table C-onfe renege that w’as published in the. ITess con- 
tained the names of 70 per cent, of the landholding classes? ^ 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 am afraid 1 eannot aiisw’er that 
without notice. 


Lvnu R 'AVENUE Legislation. 

35. ^Rajah Sir Vasudeva Ra|ab: (a) With reference to the answer 
given bv (iovernment on the 23rd Sept()nl)er, 1920. to Mr. Bangasw'^ami 
Ayyangar’s question in 'he Asseinhly regarding land revenue legisla- 
tion, have the Govenuiienl of India published the Besolution regarding 
land revtume legislation whieh they promi'^ad to issue nu that (a*caf inn? 
If not. what is the reason for tlie delay and when will it be issued? 

(b)*What ste])s arc Government taking to see that the recommenda- 
tions of the Joint Parliamentary Committee in 1919 regarding land reve- 
nue legislation are given effect to in Madras? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : («) The answer 
to the first part of the question is in the negative. After further careful 
consideration, the Government of India came to the conclusion that, in 
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view of the approaching publication of the Statutoiry Commission’s 
Eeport, no advantage was likely to result from the issue of a Eesolution, 
the practical utility of which would, in all probability, be short-lived. 

(h) In view of impending constitutional changes, Government do not 
consider that any action in the direction suggested by the Honourable 
Member’s question is at present called for. 

Mr, K. P. Thampan: Pending such legislation, will Governinent be 
pleased to issue orders to the Madras Govenmicnt to keep in abeyance 
all new settlement proposals? 

(No answer was given.) 

SlOPARAlTON OF BURMA FROM INDIA. 

36. *Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Appro pos the Tndo-Burmese separa- 
tion question, will Govcrnuioiii- i)c‘ pleased to state if any eoinmiinications 
have passed between them and His -Vrajesty’s Government? 

(h) If so, w'ill Government be pleased to lay the same on the table? 

(r) Have Government eonsidered the question of the advisability of 
circulating the said question of separation of Burma from India to respon- 
sible public bodies in both countries, and if not, why not? 

(d) Ho Government propose to take a referendum in Burma as to 
whether she wants separation from India on the understanding of her 
being converted into a Crown (^olony or on the understanding of her enjoy- 
ing Dominion Status in the terin.s of the Parliamcnitary announcement 
of August 1917? 

(e) Has any communication passed betw^een the Bumian Government and 
the Government of India on the said subject, and if so, are Government 
prepared to lay the same on the tabic? 

(/) Is it propos-ed that Bumia should make any contribution to India 
for defence purposes? 

(g) Is it proposed that the Viceroy after separation is to be known as 
ihe Governor General of India and Burma? 

{h) If the answer to part {(j) is “no”, will Bunna make her own sepa- 
rate arrangements with His Majesty’s. Government? 

(0 Will a (Committee of enquiry be appointed consistiiiti!: of two of the 
Indian Members (non-on'icial) of the Central Legislature and two of the 
Burman Members of the Burma Provincial Council besides officials to 
report on the minorities question? 

(;) Will a statutory guarantee be giv(*n to Indian-^ settled in Burma — or 
employed in Burma for a period of five years or more — of special protec- ' 
tion of their interests in Burma and special representation in the Burma 
Legislature and services and if not, why not? 

(/:) Will Government be pleased to state whether the! declaration of His. 
Bxcellcncy the Governor General on October 31 , 1929, on Dominion Status as 
embodied in the late Mr. Edwun Montagu’s announcement of August 1917 
Jipplies to Burma also, and whether it would continue to apply after the 
Reparation of Burma from India? Will a provision to that effect be em- 
bodied in the statute relating to Burma, and are Government prepared 
lo convey to His Majesty’s Government that such a statutory provision 
should be embodied in the preamble of the new Burma constitution? 

c2 
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(1) Will Govcrnmeni be pleased to state \\'liether a referendum will be 
taken — or Ijidian opinion in Burma consulted b,y some means other than 
a reft ienduni — regarding the question of special protection for Indian 
minorities .and interests in Burma? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a), (ft) and (e). The views of the 
Government of India on the separation of Burma are contained in the 
published despatch on proposals for constitutional reforms. Communica- 
tions on incidental matters and on matters of information have p.assed 
between the Governments concerned, but none on the broad issue other 
than tliose already published. 

(c) (J) and (/,*). I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply 
given by the Secretary of State in answer to a question on the subject 
in the Ifoiisc of (Vmimons on the 20th January, 1931, which has been 
reported in the Press. His Majesty’s Government have decided to pro- 
ceed with the separation of Bunna and desire it to he understood that the 
prospects of constitutional julvance held out to Burma as a part of British 
India will not be prejudiced by this decision, and that the constitutional 
objective after separation will remain the progressive realization of respon- 
sible Government in Burma as an integral part of the Empire. The 
Government of India have nothing to add to this statement. 

(f) (/) ^^^^d (I). These arc particular points, on some of which the 

general views of the Govermnent of India h.ave been (dearly stated in the 
despatch. I would refer the Honourable Member to the Premier’s state- 
ment in the final plenary session of the Indian Bound Table Conference 
on the .19th January, 1931, to the effect that Government would make 
the necessary enquiries as to the (‘.onditions ii])(>n which si'par.'ition 
was to take place. The Government of India have at present nothing to 
add to that statement. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Arc tlu^ Government of India aware that since the 
Third Burmese War in the yefir 1886 — if 1 am nob wrong — the revenues 
of India have been squand(‘red in order to make an addition to ilun'r 
territories, and Burma being added, do GovermiK'iit proj^ose now for tlu^ 
benefit of India to give Indian interests the first charge on Burma .and 
do they not consider that the people of India have tlui right to be ca^n- 
sultcd before the s(q)aration and Government ]iav(^ not doiui so? 

Mr. President: Will the, Honour.ablc Member put a specific supple- 
mentary question? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of the fact that the Government of India hav(‘^ 
•spent money in the bast Burmese War, from the Indian exchequer, is it 
not the right of the people of India and their representatives th.at they 
should have been consu1t('d first before ihi) separation of Burma was 

decided upon? 

• • 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I may point out that the question 
was considered at the Bound Table Conference in which a largo number 
of Indians were present, and I hope it is not the Honourable Member's 
suggestion that they were not representatives of India. 


Mr. President: Order, order. 



UNSTAKKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

Reoruitment and Pay of Clerks in the Divisional Accox^nts 
Offices of the North Western Railway. 

1. Mr. S. 0. Shahanii (a) Is it a fact that temporary clerks have 
been appointed after tlie 1st April, 1929, in the Divisional Accounts Offices 
of the North Western Railway without passing the competitive recruitment 
examination? 

(h) Is it a fact that the initial pay of such clerks was originally fixed 
at the uniform rate of Bs. 40 a mouth without consideration of their various 
acadetnic (lualifications ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government have I’cccntly sanctioned higher rates 
of initial pay to these (rlcrks a(*cor(ling to tlieir university qualifications? 

{(1) Is it a fact that Government have directed that these clerks should 
be given tlu‘ beiu'fit of thr new ratt‘s of salary with eifect ii'oni ihe date oi 
tlioir a[)pointmcnt? 

(c) Arc Government av»T,]'c tliat tlicsc clerks liavc not btcn given neVv' 
salary from Ihe date of their a])pointment but from some' other fixed date? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for such imjcedure ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (r/i to (c). Yes. 

(d) to (/). The orders apply to recruits aiipointed after the date of 
issue; the (luestion of extending them to similar staff appointed before 
that date is at present under consideration. 

Ai.lowancks of Cr.EitKs IN Railway Divisional ArroFNTs Offices 
AT Karachi and Quetta. 

2. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Is it a fact that some clerks in the Divi- 
sional Accounts Offices of the North Western Railway at Karachi and 
Quetta have not becui getting compensatory allowance since April 1929? 

(b) Is it a fact that all the clerks under Divisional Superintendents of 
the North Western Railway at Karachi and Quetta are enjoying the samci 
allowance without any distinction among tlu iii and invs])e(*tive of the date 
of th(4r a])pointnient ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for the anomaly 
in Divisional Accounts offices where some clerks are in receipt of the 
allowance and some arc not? 

(d) Do Government intend to sanction the said allowance for the clerks 
in question at Divisional Accounts Offices? 

{e) If so, whether with retrospective effect ? 

(/) If not with retrospective effect, the reasons therefor? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: {a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, except clerks locallv engaged in Quetta after 31st December, 

1927. \ 

(c) Clerks taken over from the old Audj^t Department have been 
allowed, as a personal concession, to retain their old scales of pay and 
also the compensatory allowances. New recruits, ie., those appointed 
after 1st April, 1929, on the other hand, draw flat rates of pay. applicable 
to all stations at which they are liable to serve, without any compensatory 

( 167 ) 
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allowances. These flat rates have been worked out after taking into 
account the cost of living at the various stations at w^hich these 'clerks 
are likely to be posted. 

(d) No. 

(e) and (f). Do not arise 

I 

Imports and Exports of Wheat. 

3. Kunwar Raghubir Singh.: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how much w'heat was imported in the year 1929-30? 

(b) How much wheat was exported during the year 1929? 

(c) Will Govemment please state whcjther any wheat was imported bv 
Government agency or private firms in that year? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain : (a) 357,036 
tons. 

(6) The exports of wheat during the calendar year 1929 amounted to 
14,204 tons. 

(c) The imports of wheat in 1929 on private account amounted to 
709,859 tons. There were no imports on Government account. 

Reports of Local Governments on Communal Tension. 

4. Kunwar Baghubir Singh: Will Government be pleased to lay on 
the table the reports of the Local Governments on communal tension 
since the last session of the Legislature? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Government of India have not 
called for nor obtained any special reports on the subject of communal 
tension from Local Governments since the last Session. 

Election EJxpenses and Forfeiture of Securities. 

5. Kunwar Ha]ee Ismail Ali Khan: ((/) Will Govenunent be pleased 
to state the names of the Assembly candidates of the last general election 
who lost their securities and could not secure the required number of 
votes? 

(h) Will Govemment kindly lay on the table the following information 
in connection with the last general election of the Assembly? 




The anmunt of the election 

Name of the 

Name of the 

oxpens^ea which they 

( andidato. 

constituency. 

lodged before the Returning 
Officer. 


1 

1 

Total of Rs. 


Sir Lancelot Graham: (a) The information is being collected and will 
be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(h) A statement will be prepared and laid on the table. 
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Obant of Compensatory Allowance to certain Clerks in Divisional 
Accounts Offices in Karachi and Quetta. 

6. Mt- S# 0« S h fthanis (a) Will Government be pleased to state: 

(i) whether it is a fact that after the separation of the Divisional 

Audit and Accounts Offices of the North Western Railway, 
clerks appointed before the 1st April, 1929, at Divisional 
Accounts Offices at Karachi and Quetta have been allowed 
to retain the conipensatorv allowance in addition to their 
revised scale of pa^\ : 

(ii) whether it is a fact that this allowance is withheld only from 

the new clerks who ‘wore appointed at these offices after the 
1st April, 1929: and 

(iii) whether it is a fact that all the clerks of the rest of the .Divi- 

sions of the North Western Railway, appointed before the 
1st April, 1929, who are transferred to these offices to displace 
the now clerks or otherwise, are being allowed to draw this 
allowance V 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for this invidious 
distinction between the clerks made on the score of their date of appoint- 
ment simply? 

(c) Do Government know that the number of the new clerks at these 
offices is very small? 

(J) If so, arc Government aware that the additional cost of granting 
this allowance will be quite insignificant? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) (i), (ii) and (iii). Yes. - 

(b) The now scales of pay introduced from 1st April, 1029, on the 
separation of Audit from Accounts on the North Western Railway, do not 
provide for any comjiensaton’ allowance, because they have been worked 
out with reference to the average cost of living at the various places to 
which the clerks are likely to be posted from tiino to lime. The staff in 
service on 1st April, 1929, were allowed, as a purely personal concession, 
to retain the allowances which they were previously drawing. 

(c) and {(1). I am not aw^are of the exact numbers and am ascertaining 
them for the Honourable Member. Rut as w^ill be seen from answer 
to (6), it is not considered that there are sufficient grounds for granting 
the allow^ances to new” clerks. 

Grant of Compensatory Allow vnce to certain Clerks in Divisional 
Accounts Offices in Karachi and Quetta 

7. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) wdiethcr it is a fact that after the separation of the Divisional 

Audit aud Accounts Offices in the North Western Raihvay, 
the same revised scale of pay was fixed for all the iicw” clerks 
in all the Divisional Accounts offices without taking into 
consideration the cost of living at various places? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cost of living at Karachi and Quetta is much 

higher than that at other places on the North Western Rail- 
way ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in view^ of this consideration the old clerks in 

the Divisional Accounts Offices at those places were allow'ed 
to retain the compensatory allow”ance? 
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(d) If this allowance for the new clerks in these offices be not sanc- 
tioned, will the scale of their pay be revised so as to bring 
their pay approximately to the level of the aggregate salary (jf 
their old colleagues, according to their qualifications and length 
of service? If so, will this be done with retrospective effect? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; (a) No. The revised scale of pay was fixed with 
due regard to the average cost of living at the various stations to which 
the clerks are likely to be posted from time to time. 

(h) Government understand 'that the cost of living at Karachi and 
Quetta is somewhal higher than at other 'Divisional Headquarters on the 
North Western Ihiilwav. 

(c) The foruK'r staff were allowed to retain the allowances wdiich they 
had been enjoying for some time before, as a personal concession. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the negative; the second part 
does not arise. 

Grant of Comtensatory Aixowance to ('ertain Clerks tn Divisional 
Accounts Offjcks in Karachi and Quktta. 

8. Mr. S. 0 . Shahani; Will GovenuTient he pleased to stale: 

(a) \^•helher it is a fact that after I he separation of the Divisional 
Audit and Accounts offices in the North Western Itailway all 
ihv'i nc‘w clerks hiive nol. been locally appointed at Divisional 
Accounts offices at Karachi and Quetta ; 

{b) whether it is a fact that the undertaking ^^'^s given before the 
s< paratioii, that Ifie n(*w clerks would be appointed locally at 
all the Divisional A«*C(mnts oliices; 

(r) wlietlior it is a fact that some of the new clerks a])pointed at 
the ]')ivisional Accounts office', Karachi, locally after separa- 
tion, have been displaced 1 y old clerks transferred from other 
Divisions ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the new clerks who will be permanent 

in these offices arc those who have passed the recruitment 
examination; 

(e) whether it is a fact that even these clerks got no benefit of 

compensatory allowance; and 

(/) whether it is a fact that initial pay of such clerks is the same 
tls. 40 a month as that of the temporaiy or substitute 
matriculate clerks who are not in receipt of compcnsaloiy 
allowance ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(6) No such undertaking was given, but elforts are being made at pre- 
sent to recruit the staff locally as far as possible. 

(c) I am making enquiries on this point and will let the Honourable 
Member have a reply as soon as possible. 

(^). (e) and (f). Yes. 

Cases under certain recent Ori)TNa:;(t.s 

9. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be pleased to state the 
total number of cases in which action was taken under Ordinances Nos. H 
and VIT of 1030, the number of newspap'ers seized, tlie number of printing 
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presses forfeited, the number of securities demanded and the number and 
total amount of securities forfeited? How many presses managed by 
Europeans have been affected by the Ordinances? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The information is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Cases under certain recent Ordinances. 

10. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be pleased to state tiu; 
number of persons arrested and tried or merely tried under Ordinances 
Nos. I, 111, V, VI and Vlll of 1930, the number convicted by the trial 
court, the number let off by the appellate court or court of revision, the 
number of persons senienced to death, or v/hipping, the number executed 
and the number awaiting execution? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The infomiation is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Meiuher in due course. 

Properties taken Pos.sesston of under Ordinanci: No. IX of 1930. 

11. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Governnient hi? pleased fo state the 
number of j)laces notified and taken possession of under Ordinance No. IX 
of 1930 in tlu‘ various provinces giving tin* number for each province 
separately ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The information is being collected 
and will l)e supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Number or Arrests and Convictions in connection with the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. 


12. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be jdtaiscal to state the 
total nuinber of arrests made in each province since the 1st March, 1930, 
in connection willi the civil disobedience movement, the number convicted 
and the number at pr(*sent undergoing sentence? Will Government be 
pleased to state further how many of the persons convicted were placed in 
A, B and C Class respectively? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have no information regarding the 
nimiber of arrests. The number of persons sentenced to imprisonment 
in connection with the civil disobedience movement up to the end of 
December 1930 and the number undergoing imprisonment at the end of 
December is as follows: 


No. son+en«*etl to No. UTidergoinn: 

iraprisonmont . inipiisonment . 


Madras ..... 
Hombay ..... 

Bengal . . 

United Provinces 
Punjab ..... 
Burma ..... 
Bihar and 0^^si^a 
Central Provinces . 

Assam ..... 
North-West Frontier Provin, e 
Coorg . . . . . 

Delhi 


.3,998 

2,119 

9,732 

3,803 

11,493 

2,973 

7,906 

4,o5o 

3,091 

1.349 

NiJ. 

x:i. 

10,890 

4,980 

3,89 1 

2,1;19 

1,0S9 

291 

791 

337 

fi 

4 


9r,a 


;>4,049 2:hr>o;j 


(on :KM1-30' 
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2. Information is being collected regarding the * classification of 
prisoners undergoing sentence on the 30th November and will be supplied 
to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Crimes committed by Revolutionaries. 

13. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of anarchist- crimes committed or attempted by the revohitionaries 
during the year 1930? 

{b) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of aiTCsts 
made in C3ach province in the year 1930 of the persons connected with 
revolutionary crime, the number tried, the number detained without any 
trial and the number convicted by the trial court and the number acquitted 
by the appellate court, the number sentencenl to death or transportation 
for life and the number actually executed? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The information is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honoiirjible Member on receipt. 

Use of Force in dispersing Unlawful Assemblies. 

14- Sardar Sant Singh: Will Governmoit be ])^eased to sta^e the 
number of limes the police or military authorities had to use force in dis- 
persing unlawful assemblies in each province during the year 1930? How 
many persons were injured in each province? Was any medical aid arranged 
for by the Gov(*rnment for the injured before force was usc'd? How' 
many of the injured persons died in consequence of injuries received during 
those oj)erations ? In how^ many instances medical aid offered by non- 
official agencies after the infliction of injuries, w'as not allowed? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I presume the Honourable ^lember 
is referring to dispersals by firing. 

I lav on the table a statement of casualties among tlu} public duo to 
firing collected up to the end of July 1930. I have called for similar 
information from Local Governments in respect of the period betw^eon 
1st August and 30th November last and will communicate it to the 
Honourable Member in due course. 

T have no information on the other points to whicli ihe question refers, 
but I am frying to ascertain the occasions of dispersal by gun-fire when 
medical aid was provided. 


STATEMENT. 


Caiualties ibrnng thp wonfh of . 


rn>;MoUio^ nrnong tlif* puHiV. 

Provincfa. — — 

... - 

1 Killed. 

W'ounded. 

* * ' i 

Madras - 1 


Madras City, April 27tB ... - 1 

a 

di<*rl Kul).sc(iucntly). 

Bombay Victoria Teriniruis, 4Lh Af)ril (Rail- 

7 

W’ay strike). j 

(one died subsequently). 
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Provinces. 

Casualties 

among the public. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Bhusaval, 6th Ajiril (Railway strike) . 

1* 

2* 

Kurla, 6th April (Railway strike) 

•• 

i 

Karachi, IGth April . . . . 

1 

6 

(one of whom died sub- 
sequently). 

Bengi^l— 



Calcutta, 1st April .... 

7 

59 

Calcutta, 15th April .... 

•• 

3* 

24-Parganas, 24th April 

1 

3 

Chittagong, 18th, I9th arid 22nd April . 

1 

10 

o 

(terrorists). 

(terrorists) (l.oth died sub- 
sequently). 

Noakhali (Foni), 23rcl A| ril 

. . 


Cliittagoni!, 24th April 

1 

(terrorist). 

•• 

N,-W. F. Province (Peshawar), 23rd April . 

.30 

33 

(approx.). 

(appiox.). 

1030 . 



Madras, May, 1930 ..... 

• • 

2 

Bom hay— ! 



Sholapiir, 7th May .... 

! ” i 

•« 

Sholapiir, Sth May .... 

i 

; 

28 

Wadah\ Salt Pans, 24tli May 

i 

1 

Bhendy Bazar, 26th and 27th May 

! 

r, 

1 

’ 07 

Bengal — 

1 


Howrah, fith May .... 

i 

5 

Chittagong, 7th May . 

;« 

1 

insurgent 1 (who died 

iiisiirgt'iit.s 


and 1 other. 

subsequently) and 5 


I 

others (two of whom died 
siib.si quently). 

Myinonsingh, 14th May 

1 

Between 3l^ to 40. ^ • 

Midnapur — Oopinathpur, 20th Ma) 

! 

! 

i 

. . 


*Th^3i^ were roault of accident. 
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Provinres. 


Casualties among the public. 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Bengal— cowiri. 



Dacca, 2r>th anti 27th May (communal riot) 

2 

1 

Lillooah, 29th Ma3" , R. I. Railway . . , 



Midiuipiir (Pratapdighi), .‘list May . 

2 

o 

United Provinces -- 



Lucknow, May 2lhh . . . ! 

Punjab - 

1 

about 42 

(2 diorl siibfecquently). 

Kalii, .Ilioluiu District, Ma^^ ISth - 

Burma - 

I 

1 

Rangoon, last wool: ot May 


37 

N.-W. F. P ; 

17 

37 

Delhi, 0th May . 

4 

40 

1 

Madras . 

3 

18 

Bagmari (Midnapur) .... 

2 i 

1 ^ 

Chochuahat (Midimpur), 0th June, 1930 

, 

! 11 

Narendia (Midnapur), 0th Juno, 1930 . 

1 

1 19 

Fakirhat (Midnapur), 10th June, 1930. 


1 

1 1 

1 (died subsequently). 

Kherai (Midnapur), 11th June, 1930 . 

1 

1 

' 21 
! 

Ramnagar (Baknrganj) .... 

1 

i 

1 1 

1 

N.-W. F, P 

1 3 


Madras ....... 

2 

1 

9 

Khersai (Midnapur), 2nd July, 1930 . 

1 •• 

1 

Keshorganj (Mymensingh) 

i 

11 

Saran (Etah), lUh July, 1930 . 

’ 5 

19 

Amunagar Sarai (Meerut) .... 

1 1 

.. 

Jubbulpore, 19th July, 1930 

1 

! 

0 


• Fall in the Price of Staple Foods. 

15. Sardar Sant Singh; Are Government aware that the price of the 
staple food of India has fallen considerably during the last few months? 
.What remedies have Government adopted to combat this fall in the prices? 
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Have the remedies already adopted proved adequate to check this fall? 
Are Government prepared to adopt any further remedies? If so, when? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

nnswer is in the allirin?ilive. No aoliou by (lovernment could prevent 
tills fall, since the price of commodities such as wheat and cotton, which 
arc exported from India in considerable quantities, must be governed by 
wfirld prices. Government have, however, rerlueed the railway freight- 
on wheat to Karachi in order io fa(*i!itatc* the cx]>ort of the existing sur- 
j)lus, which is estimated at a million lo?is. The effect of this step is not 
yet evident. Government will continue to watch the position carefully. 

Import of Wheat and Gur into India. 

If). Sardar Sant Singh: (ri) Is it a fact thai wlieat and gur (raw sugar) 
liavo been imported into India during the year 1930, and if so, in what 
quantities and from what countries? How has this import affected the 
prices in the Indian market? 

(L) Is it a fact that Government have been receiving representations 
from public meetings and public men to stop the import of these cereals? 
Is it a fact that the Punjab Government have been making constant re- 
presentations to tlie Government of India in this respect? What steps 
have Government taken to stop this import? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) The 

imports of foreign wheat into India mainly from Australia during 
the cuiTeiit fiscal year and up to December ‘27th amounied to 02,134 
tons as comiiared with 249,449 tons for the same period in the previous 
fiscal year. Those imports have been more than counterbalanced by 
ex])orts of wheat amounting to 192,606 tons and exports of wheat 
iiour iij) to November, .1930, amounting lo :30.227 tons. 

13u're are no separalo statist ics for the iin])ort of gur, but the imports 
ot ail kinds of low grade sugar, /.a., of sugar below 8 Dutch standard, in 
1930, amounted to 5,758 tons uj) to November 30th, of which 5,126 tons 
wore imported during tlu? cuiTent fiscal year. 

Government do not consider that these im])orts, which are exceedingly 
small compjired with the total Itulian pr<.Mluclion, have had an\ eiTect on 
the internal jirice.s of vi'lieat and gnr. 

(h) Yes. As already stated, they do not consider that the imports 
have affected internal prices of wheat which are dominated by world prices 
.and by the existence of a large exportable surplus. 33ie question of the 
l-rotccdion of tlu‘ Indian sugar industry is ‘d present under examination by 
the Tariff Hoard. 

f 

Kirincj on THE Sis Gan.t Gurdwara at Delhi. 

17. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be pleased to state the 
circumstances that led lo the firing at the Sis Ganj Gurdwara Sahib af 
Delhi? Is it a fact that this firing has considerably shocked the feelings 
of the Sikh community? TTaxo ihv Government of India received any re- 
presentations from the Sikh community on this subject? What demands 
have been made? How have Government met those demands? Has the 
attitude of the Government satisfied the Sikh community? If not, are 
Government prepared to adopt some reasonable method to conciliate the 
wounded feelings of the Sikh Community? Are Government aware that the 
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Shiromani Gurduwara Parbiiidhak Committee, Amritsar, is thinking of 
having rccoui’se to some direct action to compel the hands of Government 
to right the wrong? Are Government prepared to agree to some measure 
which may go to satisfy the demands of the Shiromani Gurduwara Parbin- 
dhak Committee? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 am supplying to the Honourable 
Member the information he desires. 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Rounu Table Conference. 

18. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) tlie reason or reasons for which no nuanber ot the Oriya community 

or any body from the province of Orissa was taken to repre- 
sent tlie interests of tliat province at the lioimd Table Con- 
ference; and 

(b) the reason or reasons for which no other Hindu member repre- 

senting afiy other interests but the landowning was taken to 
represent Rihar and Orissa at the Round Table Conference? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) imd ((>). The Honourable Mem- 
ber is no doubt aware that the delegates to the Round Table Conference 
w^ere invited by His Majesty’s Government. The selection of the dele- 
gates is therefore not primarily the concern of the Governor General in 
Council. As I have previously said in reply to another question, the 
number of delegates had necessarily to be limited and in the majority of 
cases persons were invited who might be representative of as many interests 
as possible and the delegates w’ho might be held more particularly to 
represent one interest, represent in many cases other interests also. 

Safeguarding of the Interests of Indian Settlkksin the Transvaal. 

19. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(i:) the provisions of the Transvaal Asiatic Land Alienation Act; 

(h) since wRen the Government of India have become aware of that 
measure ; 

(c) the steps the Goveriiment of India have adopted to safeguard 

the interests of the Indian settlers in the Transvaal so far as 
that particular measure is concerned; and 

(d) the details of the correspondence, if any, that has passed between 

the Government of India and the Transvaal Government on 
the subject? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The Honour- 
able Member is presumably referring to the Transvaal Asiatic Temiire 
(Amendment) Bill. A copy of the Bill has been plac(‘d in the Library 
of the House. 

{h) A summary of the provisions of the Bill was first telegraphed to 
the Government of India by their Agent in May, 1930. 

(c) The Government of India took immediate steps to move the Gov- 
ernment of the Union of South Africa to allow adequate time for careful 
examination of the provisions of the Bill. As a result of their represen- 
tation, it was decided to postpone further consideration of the Bill^ until 
the following Session of the Union Parliament. The matter is still 
engaging the earnest attention of the Government of India. 
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(d) No official correspondence on the subject has passed between the 
two Governments. 

Recruits for the Indian Army. 

20. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Arc Government aware of the speech made by 
one General Barrows at the East India Association, in London, in October 
jast, to the effect that recruits to the Indian Army were generally made 
from bazar and dockyard coolies, r'ff-roffg and other nori-descript popula- 
tion and that they abandon the service as soon as their want is removed? 

If the answer is in the affirmative: 

(d) is it not a fact Iha: the said inilitaiy officer was once attached 
to all Indian regiment? 

{h) is it not a fact that the said General js still receiving a pension 
from the Indian exchequer? 

(c) is it really a fact what the said General has stated? 

Mr. a. M. Young: Government in possession of the full text of 
General Barrow's lecture. No statenient of the kind suggested was made 
about the Indian Army. The Honourable Member probably has in mind 
a statement referring to one battalion of the Indian Territorial Force, 
wliieh the lecturer had inspected during the tenure of his last command, 
and in the ranks of which he said, there were to be found — “Only waifs 
and strays from the docks and bazaars, and indigent wayfarers who joined 
up for the sake of the food, pa..y and clothing, and who after a single 
training departed to return no more”. 

The second fiart of the question does not arise. 

Leave granted to Sir Norman Bouton. Chief Commissiontr, North* 
West Frontier Province. 

21. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the p.eriod for which Sir Nonnan Bolton, the late Chief Com- 
missioner of ihe North-West Frontier Province, has taken 
leave ; 

(1») the nature of the leave availed of by him; 

G?) the reference to the London Gazette or the Times in wliicii the 
leave of that Officer has been published? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson: (a) and (b). The leave granted to Sir Norman 
Bolton eonsistf'd of leave on average pay for 1 month and 10 days combined 
vith leave on half average pay for 6 months and 14 days with effect from 
1st May, This leave was subsequently extended by three months 

i>n lialf average pay. 

(c) Government of India notifications of this nature are not published 
in the London Gazette, nor so far as Government are aware was this 
notification pu\)lished in the JjOndon Times. 

• 

Termination of the Agreement with the Ben(?al and North- 

Western Railway. 

22. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government bo ydeased to state: 

(«) the year in which the existing agreement of the Government 
with the Bengal and North-'^Vstern Railway will terminate; 
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(b) the arrangements Uiat are being made by Government with 
that end in view; and 

(o) if any correspondence on the subject has of late passed between 
the Government and the Railway Company; 

(d) If the answer is in the affirmative the nature and details 
th a b correspondence ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The agreement will terminate by efflux of 
time on the 31st December, 1981, but the Government have the option 
of determining it at the end of 1932. 

(b) The question whether the contract should be determined on the 
earlier date is under consideration. 

(c) No. 

(d) Docs not arise. 

Revenues healised in the ProvincEwS. 

23. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state the 
revenues realised in 1929-30 and that cxf>cctcd in the present financial 
year in: 

(a) Bengal, (b) Bombay, (c) Madras, (d) the Punjab, (e) the United 
Provinces, (/) Bihar and Orissa and {(j) the Central Provinces 
respectivtdy ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I take it that the Honourable 
Member wishes to have figures relating to provincial revenues. The 
revenues actually realised in 1929-30 and anticipated in the budget esti- 
mates for the cun-eiit year are as follows: 

(In Irtklirt of Rupees. ) 


ProviiK 1 ). 

.‘Vf-tualri, 

1929 -:}(). 

■ 

J5U(|^Ot, 

i9:^o.:n. 

Bengal 

1!,30 

10,97 

Bombay 

15, yi 

15,7 1 

Madras 

Is, 09 

17.97 

Punjab . ........ 

1 1,->7 

11, S2 

United Provineos ..... ... 

12,99 

12,84 

Bihar and Oris.-a ... ...... 

5,95 

1 r.,s5 

Central Provinces .... .... 

6,28 i 

6,56 

The revised estimates for the current year will not be available for 
some time yet, while 1 may say that it is clear that the Budget Estimates 
cannot be fully realised, I am not in a position to give any figures, and 
I am afraid the Honourable Member must wait for accurate information 
imtil the new Budgets in each province are introduced. 
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OOVBRNMBNT BULLETIN TO COMBAT THE CiVIL DISOBEDIENCE 

Movement. 

j24, Mr. Bbuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(rt) Since when the idea of starting a bulletin to openly combat the 
civil disobedience movenicnt has attracted the attention of 
the Government; 

(b) The expenditure expected to be incurred on that head in each of 

' the major provinces? 

(c) How long Government proposes to continue that sort of propa- 

ganda ? 

(d) The names of the Publicity Ofi&cers in the major provinces and 

their qualifications therefor? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) During the past nine months 
some Local Governments have been issuing periodical bulletins to combat 
misrepresentations in furtherance of the civil disobedience movement. 

(b) The information is not in the possession of the Government of 
Jndia. 

(c) The matter is one for the decision of Local Governments, who will 
no doubt be influenced by the extent to which activities in pursuance of 
the civil disobedience movement render such action necessary. 

(d) The appointment of such officers is entirely within the discretion 
of Local Governments, and the Government of India are not in a position 
to furnish the information required. 

Inquire to br undertaken by »Sir Arthur Salter. 

26. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be ])Ieased to state: 

(a) the special reasons for which Sir Arthur Salter, Director of the 

League of Nations, Economic Section, has been invited by tlie 
Government of India; 

(b) who else from Europe or India, but Sir Arthur, has also been 

invited for the ])urpose. for which that gentleman has been 
invited ; 

(c) whether India will have to bear the travelling and other expenses 

of Sir Arthur? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a) and (c). The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the ]>ess c(jminumqu6 issued by the 
Government of India on the 30th December, 1930, a copy of whicb has 
been placed in the Library. 

(b) No one. 

Classification of Buddhists, etc., for the Census. 

26. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Govemmenf be pleased to state.* 

(a) Avhethcr it is a fact that the Commissioner of Census in India has 
circularised the Provincial Superintendents to direct the 
Enumerators not to classify the Buddhists, Jains, Brahmos, 
Sikhs and Arya-Samajists as Hindus, although these people 
may themselves desire to be. so classified; 

D 
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(b) if the answer is in the affirmative, the reason or reasons for 

which such a direction has been given; 

(c) whether Government are aware that the judicial decisions made 

by the Indian High Comts have unanimously declared the 
Jains, Brahmos, Sikhs and Arya-Samajists as Hindus; 

(d) if the answer is in the affirmative, the particular reasons for 

which Government make a departure from the conclusions laid 
down by the High Courts in the ])rosent Census? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Instructions, as on previous 
occasions, were issued that the answer which each person gives about his 
religion must be accepted and entered by enumerators in column 4 of the 
general Schedule, but that Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, Arya Samajists and 
Brahmos should not be entered as “Hindus'* in this Schedule, with a 
view to secure accurate figures of the sub-totals of these sects. TaBle 
XXI (Eeligion) makes Aryas and Brahmos sub-heads of a general head 
“Hindu" and there was therefore no question of their exclusion from the 
Hindu total. As, however, some apprehension was felt, these instructions 
have been since revised so as to ensure that Brahmos, Aryas, Buddhists 
and Jains, if they desire, may add the term “Hindu" to the description 
of their religion given in column 4 of the general Schedule. 

(b), (c) and (d). Do not arise. 

Discrimination against the Students of the Benaiies Engineering 

College. 

27. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the causes for which the Bahadurabad Hydro-Electric Manage 

ment, in Saharanpur, in the United Provinces, did not grant 
pennission this year to the final year degree students of the 
Benares Engineering College to undergo a course of training 
in the said institution as University improvers; 

(b) the reasons for which the Jamalpur and Lillooah Workshops are 

invariably shut out to that class of students; 

(c) whether students from other places are not allowed to undergo 

training as apprentices in those workshops; 

(d) whether the Chief Electrical Engineer at Jamalpur and the 

Deputy Mechanical Engineer at Lillooah are not invited to 
examine the degree students of the Benares Engineering 
College? *06 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Tlie information has been called for from 
the Local Government and a reply will be furnished to the Honourable 
Member on receipt. 

(b) The rules for recruitment on State-managed railways of apprentice 
mechanics are in the Library of the House. They give no preference to 
students of particular Colleges or Universities, and if applications are 
received from students of the Benares Engineering College they are con- 
sidered on their merits along with others. 

(c) Students in other Colleges are eligible under the rules for appoint' 
ment as apprentice mechanics. 

(d) If the Honourable Member would let me know to What examination 
he refers, I will send him an answer to his question. 
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The Bank Bate, Bevebse Councils and Deflation of Cubkencv^ 

28. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the reason or reasons for which the Imperial Bank rate was 
raised from 6 to 6 per cent, on the 25th November, 1930; 

(ft) the amount of the Reverse Councils which the Government dis- 
posed of just before that date; 

(c) to what extent the currency was contracted at that time; 

(d) the total deflation of currency during the present financial year? 

The EonouiaUe Sir George Schuster: (a) The fixing of the Bank rate is 
actually the responsibility of the Imperial Bank, and it is not their 
practice to give explanation of their action. Their policy in these matters 
is naturally considered in close relation with the policy of the Government 
as currency authority. For an explanation of this, I would refer the 
Honourable Member to my answer to part (ft) (ii) of starred question No. 
107 of Seth Haji Abdulla Haroon in this Session. 

(ft) The Bank rate was raised from 5 to 6 per cent, on the 20th 
November, 1930. Between the 17th and the 19th November, the amount 
of sterling sold by Government was ^617, 600. 

(o) The amount of contraction effected in the week ending the 22nd 
November, 1930, was Rs. 5,88 lakhs. 

(d). Th(^ decrease in the amount of the issue between the 1st 

April, 1930, and the 31st December, 1930, was Rs. 15,89 lakhs. During 
the same period, the return of silver rupees to Government from the ])ublic 
amoimtcd to Rs. 15,65 lakhs, but it is not possible to say how many of these 
rupees were in active circulation. 

Facilities for Indian Traders in Japan 

29. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state; 

(a) whether there are British Consulates in the important cities iu 
Japan; 

(ft) whether there is als(» a large • community of Indian tradcis m 
those places; 

fc) the approximate number of persons in that community; 

(d) whether the British Consuls have iusinictions to afford :m\ faci 

lities to the Indian traders; 

(e) whether British Banks there offer any banking or shipping facili* 

ties to the Indian traders? 

The B[onourable Sir George Bainy: (a) Yes. 

(ft) and (c). The latest published statistics to which Government have 
access give the number of British Indian residents in Japjin as 244 in 
1926 and 271 in 1927. Government are unable to say how many of these 
were traders. • 

(d) British Consuls have instructions to afford assistance to all British 
subjects so far as they may be able to give it. 

(e) Government have no reason to doubt that the British banks in 
Japan offer the ordinary facilities to all their cli(^nts. 
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CO-OPBBATION BBTVSrBBN INDIA AND THB InTBLLKOTUAL (yOMMlTTBE OF 
THE League of Nations. 

30. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

. (a) since when the Government of India have had under their con- 
sideration the desirability for establishing intellectual co- 
operation between India and the International Committee of 
the League of Nations; 

(b) what had led the Government to precipitate the fulfilment erf 

their consideration into immediate action this year; 

(c) the name of the Educational Commissioner who is to act ag 

con'espondent with the Secretariat of the Intellectual Com^ 
mittee of the League; 

(d) the peculiar or special qualifications which the new Educational 

Commissioner possesses for the task he is called upon to 
perforin ; 

(a) the name of the service to which he is appointed, the period of 
his appointment and the nature of his emoluments; and 

(/) the names of other members of the League who have thus sought 
to establish such intellectual co-operation between their 
country and the International Committee of the League? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) and (b). 
The question of establishing relations between India and the organisation 
of the League of Nations for Intellectual Co-operation has been under the 
consideration of the Government of India since 1924. It was decided last 
year that, for the present, the most suitable arrangement would be to 
appoint the Educational Commissioner with the Government of India as 
Correspondent with the Secretariat of the International Committee of the 
League. 

(c), (d) and (e), Mr. R. Littlehailes, M.A., C I.E., the present Educa- 
tional Commissioner with the Government of India, will act as Correspond- 
ent with the Secretariat of the International Committee in addition to his 
other duties and without any additional remuneration. 

(/) Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg. Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Salvador, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden. Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 

Convention xb Employment of Women at Night. 

. 31, Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government bo pleased to state: 

(a) whether they have of late received any communication from the 

International Labour Office regarding the revision of the 
Washington Convention about the employment of women 
during night ; 

(b) the details of such communication; and 

(c) the view that the Government propose to take in the matter? 
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Mr. J. A. ShilUdy: (^) Yes. 

(6) The letter, which is dated the 18th August, 1930, forwarded to the 
Government of India for their observations a draft report on the working 
of the Convention. 

(c) At its meeting to be held this month, the Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office will, after taking into account the replies of 
the Governments, adopt the final report, and will define exactly the ques- 
tion or questions which it decides to place on the agenda of the next Con’* 
ference in pursuance of the proposed revision of the Convention. The 
Government of India will finally decide on their attitude as soon as the 
proposals of the Governing Body are communicated to them. 

Lack of Wire Fencing near, and Facilities for Passengers at, 
Azxmganj City Station. 

32. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the reason or reasons for which the permanent track is not pro- 
tected by wire -fencing on either side between a mile outside 
Azimganj and Barharwa on the Bandel-Barharwa section ot 
the East Indian Railway; 

(h) how many feet bol.'w the permanent track is the platform situate 
in Azimganj City Station; 

(c) whether there exists a waiting-hall for third plass passengers also 

at the Azimganj City Station; and 

(d) the number of first and second class passengers that entrain a»d 

detrain normally at the Azimganj City Station annually? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I .am making enquiries and a reply will be sent 
to the Honourable Member when the information has been collected. 

Income and Classification of Azmo.ANJ City Station. 

33. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the income derived from Azimganj City Station annually for 

coaching and goods traffic; and 

(6) as regards normal Income the class of station in which Azimganj 
Station will fall? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) For the financial year 1928-29, the earnings 
of Azimganj City Station were Es. 83,735. 

(b) Stations are not classified aeoording to their income. 

Discrimination in the Issue of Rahway Platform Tickets. 

34. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: . 

(o) whether all manner of persons without distinction of creed, caste 
and colour are required to take platform tickets for admission 
into the platforms where the platform -ticket-system is in 
vogue; and 

(b) what class of persons are usually exempt from the operations ot* 

that rule? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The rule on all railways is that at stations 
. where platform tickets are issued all persons without distinction of creed, 
caste or colour, who are not passengers, must have platform tickets to 
obtain admission to station platforms. 

(b) The only exception to this rule is that an officer or non-commis- 
sioned officer in charge of small parties of men who have to be despatched 
by rail may be allowed on the platform without being required to purchase 
a platform ticket. 

Withholding OP Financial Aid to the Benares University. 

35. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the reason or reasons which have led Government to withhold 

financial aid to the Benares University during the present 

year; 

(b) whether the grant is not in the nature of a statutory grant from 

the Imperial revenues; 

(c) whether Government are not under an obligation to provide fund« 

for the up-keep and maintenance of that institution; and 

(d) what other University is being thus treated in the matter of its 

financial aid from tho Imperial Government this year? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The pay- 
ment of the grants-in-aid to the Benares Hindu University was deferred 
pending the receipt of certain information which was called for regarding 
the financial and general administration of the University. 

(h) and (c). Not exactly. The Honourable Member is perhaps under 
some misapprehension. 

(d) Hoes not arise 


Railway Magistrates; 

36. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there arc such appointments ns “Railway Magistrates’' 

on the East Indian Railway system ; 

(b) the place or places where there are such magistracies; 

(c) the special reason or reasons for which siicli magistracies are 

instituted jn. that place or those places; 

(d) whether the incumbents are in receipt of any kind of pay or 

remuneration and privileges or concessions; 

(c) the nature of duties which the incumbents have got to perform; 
and 

(/) any (;ther place or places on any other railway system in India 
where such Railway Magistracies are in existence? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (ft). At three stations served by the 
East Indian Railway, namely Allahabad, Moradabad and Bareilly, special 
Magistrates have been appointed for the purpose of dealing with railway 
cases. 
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(c) and (e). The Aj^ent of the East Indian liailway reports that the 
special Msij^istrate .at Allahabad was originally deputed to prevent molesta- 
tion of pilgrim by Pandas and touts. His duties have since been extended 
and he tries cases of thefts, trespass, etc., occurring on railway premises, 
also cases under sections 112, 118 and 132 of the Indian liailways Act, 
1890. It is believed that the same duties are performed by the special 
M.agistrates at Alorjidabad and Bareilly. 

((Z) The incumbents receive pay, remuneration, privileges or con- 
cessions frorn the Bailway, excei)t that'the special Magistrate at Allahabad 
'is given a railway pass to enable him to carry out his enquiries into railway 
cases. 

(/) This infoniuition is being obtained and will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member. 

Exhibition of Posters by the British Empire Association. 

37. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Oovennnent be ]deased to state: 

(«) whether they are aware of the existence of an Association which 
goes by the name of the British Empire Association ; 

(h) the names of some ('t the conspie\ious persons who compose that 
Association ; 

(c) Nvhether that Assoeialion is now engaged in publishing posters on 

a large scale and exhibiting them on the streets of Calcutta 
with a view to caricature the non-co‘Operation movement; 

(d) whether they are prepared to call for some of tliose posters and 

place them on the Library table; 

(e) who provide funds for that Association; 

If) whether high placed executive ollicers of the Government are not 
actively identified with the propaganda started by that 
Association ; and 

(g) whether that Association is not the same as the British Empire 
Party referred to incidentally by the Manchester Guardian in 
(jriticising the inopportune ‘speech of Mr. Chnrchhill about 
India in Decembei last? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(^)> (e), (c), (/) and (g). The infoiTnation asked for is not in the posses- 
?5ion of the Oovernment of India. 

(d) T he Assoc'ialion is a private Ixxly and Government have no authority 
to call for the posters, even if they considered it desirable to do so. 

Lack of a Booking Clerk at Bukhtiarptjr Junction Station. 

T^ Maswood: (a) Are Government aware that the travelling 

puDJic of Biikhtiarpur Junct'on is being greatly ineonvonieneed for the 
want of a booking clerk at the railway station? 

(h) Is it a fact that representations were made to that effect to the ' 
proper authorities as far back as the year 1928? 
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(c) Is it a fact that iu spite of the fact that the Bailway Board, the 
Agent, the Chief Operating Superintendent, and the Divisional Superintend 
dent of the East Indian Bailway were approached, yet nothing was done in 
the matter till the 4th September, 1930, when the whole matter was 
abruptly dropped? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a copy of the 
letter No. Coin.-1402/28, dated the 4th September, 19B0, from the Divi- 
sional Superintendent, East Indian Kailway, Dinaporc? 

(e) Is it a fact that certain assertions of the Agent, East Indian Bail- 
way, as regards dealing with tbe grievances oi‘ fclu public were placed 
before the m€?mbers of the Advisory Council for Railways in September, 
1928, at Simla, for their information? 

(f) If the answers to (a), (6), (c), (d) and (e) be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to take any action in the matter? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The Agent of the East Indian Bailway re- 
ports that there have been occasional complaints regarding tbe incon- 
venience in booking arrangements at Bukhtiarpnr, but that it is not correct 
that the inconvenience is great. 

(h) Yes. 

(o) Additional booking clerks have not been appointed at present for 
financial reasons. With the heavy drop in railway earnings, the Administra- 
tion consider such appointments not to be justified. 

(d) 1 am having a coj)y of the letter refeiTed to sent to the Honourable 
Member. 

(0 Yes. 

(/) For the reasons given in my reply to part (c) of the question it is 
not proposed to take any action in this matter at present. It will no 
doubt be considered by the Agent of the East Indian Railway when there 
is an improvement in railway earnings. 

New^ Rules at the Imperial Library, Calcutta. 

39. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) whether the Librarian of the Imperial Library, Calcutta, has 

issued orders to the effect that seasonal or daily cards of 
admission, should henceforth be issued only to those who are 
either introduced by some Gazetted Officer or by somebody 
known to the Library staff ; 

(б) whether it has also been required that tbe cards of admission 

should be shown to tbe durwan at tbe entrance and then to 
the officer in charge and every time when any requisition for 
a book is made; 

(c) whether the now rules have been introduced at the instance of 

the Educational Commissioner; 

(d) whether it is proposed to make the library a copyright library; 

(«) whether there is any other library in India or abroad where suoB 
a set of rules as newly introduct^d there is in- operation? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faal-i-Hueain: (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(^d) The question is under consideration. 

(e) The rules of the Imperial Librarj’ follow generally the lines of those 
if the British Museum Library. 

Currency Stati.stios. 

40. Mr. Bhuput Sing: With reference to the Official Currency Statis. 
tics for the week ending the 15th December, 1930, will Government be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether the amount of silver coins shown therein is the token 
or actual bullion value of tlie coin in reserve; and 

(h) whether the iilmount of silver shown therein Is the bullion or 
token value of the metal? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Token value. 

(h) The silver hull ion lanv held in the reserve was obtained by melting 
clown silver coin and is valued at the rate of one rupee for 165 grains troy 
of tine silver under (dause (q) of sub-seetion 8 of section 18 of the Indian 
Paper ChiiTency Act, 19‘23. ms amended by the Indian Paper Cun’ency 
(Anu'ndrnent) Act, 1023. 

The Gold Standard Reserve. 

41. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) when forty millions pounds sterling was reached in the Gold 

Standard Reserve ; 

(b) how much of the Gold Standard Reserve is invested in India 

and how much of it abroad; and 

(c) how the interest accruing on the investment of the Gold Reserve 

is accounted for? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) In 1920-21. 

(h) On tin* 31s{ IhM'cnil)* r. 19.30, the Ro.ser\e was held in the following 
forms : 


Cash at .short notice in London 
Gold in Tnrha 
Gold in London 
TnveRtments in London 


£ 

. 4,72g 

401,106 
. 2,152,3.34 

. 37,441.R32 


(c) The*, Honourable Member is rofon’od to paragraph 23 of my sf^eecK 
introducing the Budget for 1930-31. 


Interest on Securities held in the Currency^ Reserve. 

42. MQf. Bhuput Sing; Will Government be pleased to state how 
interest obtained on securities held in reserve in the Currency 1® 
•accounted for year by year? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The interest on securities held 
in the Paper Currency llcsorve was earmarked for the reduction of created 
securities in the Reserve by the Paper Currency Amendment Act, XLV of 
1920. This provision has, however, been temporarily suspended by succes- 
sive Indian Finance Acts since 1922 and the interest has been credited to 
revenue under the head XXVII Currency. 

Government Work executed in Government and Private Presses. 

43. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government b(- pleased to state: 

(а) the amount (in rupees) of Government work that was oxecu(('d 

in Government Presses in 1029-30; and 

(б) the aftnount of such work that was done throuj^h private pre^^ses? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: The Government of India rej^ret that they cannot 

undertake to collect all the information desired by the Honourable 

Member, as it would involve an amount of time and labour dispropor- 
tionate to the result. But the following; information is readily available; 

(i) The amount of w^ork done in the Government of India Presses 

at Delhi, Calcutta. Simla and Aligarh, for Central Depart- 

ments, is approximately Rs. 42.10,000. 

(ii) The amount of work produced in the Provincial Government 

Presses for Central Departments is approximately Rs. 1,61,248. 
This figure does not include the cost of work produced in 
Provincial Presses on behalf of such Departments as j)ay 
for their work direct to Provincial Governments and not 
through the Central Stationery and Printing Department. 

Government Publicity Work handled by Private Presses, 

44. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the amount (in rupees) of Government f)ublicit.y work tliat v\:is 

executed by Government establishments; and 

(b) the amount of such work handled by private agencies? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The information is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Inauouration of New Delhi. 

45. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the approximate cost estimated to be incurred in the forth* 

coming formal inauguration of New Delhi; 

(b) since when the project of the inauguration has been in the in- 

ception of the Government of India; 

• (c) the details of the inauguration ceremonies; and 

(d) the purpose or purposes that are calculated to bo achieved by the 
functions? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (b), (c) and (d). The project of the form^ 
iiauguration of New Delhi took shape in the course of 1929. The onpn" 
intention had been to examine the possibility of conducting celebration* 
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on the lines of previous durbars. This intention however was abandoned 
on the ground of expense, and it was decided to confine the public celebra- 
tions to the ceremony of commemoration on the completion of the 
Memorial Arch, the unveiling of the four Dominion Columns and a Peoples’ 
F(Hc in the Ff)rt.. A provision of api)roximaiely 2^ lakhs for this reduced 
programme was approved by the Standing Finance Committee and finds 
II place in the Budget for this year. Tn addition, the contractors of New 
Delhi have contributed very largely to the expenses connected with the 
Ik^oples’ Fete. 

Representation of Ryotwabi Landed Interests at the Round 

Table Conference. 

h). Dewan Bahadur T. Bangachariar : Will Government be pleased to 
state what steps liavc^ been taken by tbiun to liavci an adequate representa- 
tion of the njotwari landed interests at the Round Table Conference now 
being held iii Tjondou to settle the futun* const itut ion of tlie Indian Govern- 
ment? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The delegates to the Round Table 
Conference were invited by His Majesty’s Government. Their selection 
is therefore not primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council. 
The Honourable Member will no doubt realise that the number of delegates 
had necessarily to be limited, and in the majority of cases persons were 
invited who might be representative of as many interests as possible and 
the delegates who might be held more particularly to represent one interest, 
represent in many eases other interests also. 

Appointment of Indian Trade (Commissioners abroad. 

47, Dewan Bahadur T. Bangachariar: Will Government be pleased to 
state wliether they have conchidtid their consideration of the question of the 
appointment of Indian Trade (Commissioners abroad, and, if so, whether 
they will be pleased to lay on tlie table a statc'iniciit of the principles, policy 
and progrtirnmo that are going to be adoptiMl by them in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Full details of the approved scheme 
are S(;t forth in tlie proei'edings of the meetinu of the Standing Finance 
Committee held on the lOtli January, lOoO (Voiimu‘ IX. No. 111). As soon 
as budget provision had been made for the sclieme. the Government of 
India took steps to carry it into effect. Mr. 8. N. (tuyit i, 1.(’.8., at pre- 
sent Deputy Indian Trade Commissioner, Loiubm. was ‘select ed to ho the 
first Indian Ti*ade Commissioner at Hamburg aiul ^^’il] assume charge of 
his new office this year. Stejis are also being taken to make a selection 
this year for the post of Indian Trade Coinmissirmer at Milan through the 
Riiblic Service Commission, the sek'ctioii for this post being made from 
persons not i;i the service* of Government. Furthi'^ pro-gress witn the 
scheme, which it had licen hoped to accelerate in accordanee with the 
views expressed by the Standing Finance Committee, has been yv’ovented 
by the financial stringonev and must await the provision of lurthor funds. 

Abolition of the Rind and I^aluchtstan Postal Circle. 

48. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Do Government know that the Sind and 
Baluchistan Circle of the Postal Department existed formerly also? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state why it was abolished? 
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(c) Do Government know that after abolition of the Circle Sind and 
Karachi were attached to Bombay Circle and Quetta and Baluchistan to 
Lahore Circle? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether there were any pro- 
tests from the public or the staff with regard to the abolition of the Circle? 

(cj Will Goveniiiicnb be pleased to state whether there were any diffi- 
culties experienced in the management of post offices of the Province of 
Sind and Baluchistan by their respective Circle Officers after the abolition 
of the Sind and Baluchistan Circle? If the work of the post offices in Sind 
and Baluchistan was being managed satisfactorily, will Government be 
pleased to stale why the same Circle, viz,, Sind and Baluchistan, wag 
given a second birth? 

(/) By re-creating this Circle, will Government be pleased to state whali 
was the saving that was made in the offices of the Postmaster-General, 
Bombay, and the Postmaster-General, Lahore, and what is the expendi- 
ture that is being incurred yearly on the maintenance of this Circle after 
its formation? 

{g) Is it a fact that the then Postmaster-General, Bombay, was not in 
favour of the recreation of the Circle? 

{h) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the House copies 
of correspondence exchanged between the Postmaster-Generc.!. Bombay and 
the Direct oi*-Gcneral, in the matter? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Yes, up to 1907. 

(h) There was no necessity for the separate control over a ‘^mall and at 
the time comparatively unimportant isolated Circle. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) So far as can be ascertained, there were tip protests. 

(a) Yes, difficulties were experienced in the case of the Bombay Circle. 
No information is available in regard to the T^imjab and North-West 
Frontier Circle. 

The latter part of the question does not arise. 

(/) The. approxirnaie figure? under estnblishn.ient charges are ns fol- 
lows : 


Yearly average saving. 
Rs. 

(1) Bombay Circle Office . • . . • • • 17,500 

(2) Punjab and North West Frontier Circle • . • • 3,400 

(3) Annual expenditure on maintenance of Sind and Baluchis- 

tan CMe after its formation . . . • , 69.200 


{g) The fact is not as stated by the Honourable Member. The opinions 
€*.xprcssed by the Postrnaster-Oeneral, Bvombay. were that a Minor Circle 
for Sind and Baluchistan would be an advantage. 

(h) No. Govemmonf: aiv not prepared to publish departmental corres- 
pondence. 
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Abolition of the Sind and Baluchistan Postal Circle. 

49, Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Do Government know that the postal 
officials are discontented with the administration of the Sind and Baluchis- 
tan Circle vide Indian Post for the month of July 1930 and the issues of 
the Postal Awakening for the month of August, 1930, and that they want 
themselves to be attached to the Circle to which they were attached for- 
merly, viz.f Bombay Circle? 

(b) Do Government know that the Postmaster, Karachi, is a stataonary 
First Class Postmaster vested with the first class powers and is competent 
to deal with public complaints and mail arrangements by himself? 

(c) Will Government please state whether financial stringency and 
discontent were the cause for the abolition of the Sind and Baluchistan 
Circle formerly, and whether the same causes exist now also? If so, do 
Government propose to take any practical action? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Government are not aware of any such discon- 
tent, nor could the reasons given by the Honourable Member be regarded as 
of any weight in reaching a decision on this quest Jon. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The circumstances wore not as stated oy the Honourable Member. 
In tins connection the Honourable Member’s attention is invited to part 
(/)) of my reply to his unstarred question No. 48 pul in this House to-day. 

The latter part of the question does not arise. 

Constitution of new Postal Divisions in Sind and Baluchistan. 

50. Mr, S. 0. Shahani: (^a) Are Government ajvare that till the 30th 
September 1925, two postal divisions of Sind in Sind and Baluchistan 
Circle stood constituted as Indus Right Bank and Persian Gulf Division 
and Indus Left Bank Division but from the 1st October 1925, this consti- 
tution of the divisions was broken up and the two divisions, viz,, Lower 
Sind and Persian Gulf Division and Upper Sirid Division were formed? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether there was any griev- 
(iuce from the staff against the constitution of the divisions that stood 
prior to the 1st October 1925? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether, while breaking up the 
old constitution of the divisions, the wishes of the staff were ascertained? 

(d) Are Government aware that Mr. Crawford, the then Deputy Post- 
master-General, Sind and Baluchistan Circle had, after a sifting enquiry 
and obtaining opinion of the Divisional Officers, rejected the proposal for 
reconstituting the divisions when placed before him? 

(a) Are Government aware that, as soon as Mr. Crawford left charge of 
the Circle and Mr. Birlingham succeeded him, he gave effect to this pro- 
posal within two months of his arrival? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state why the same proposal once 
rejected was again put up before the new Circle officer, who put it up, and 
what were the new grounds that led to the effect being given to this 
proposal ? \ 

(g) Is it a fact that the officials of the Lower Sind and Persian Gulf 
Division sent their representations against the new constitution of the divi- 
sions but the same were not forwarded by the Circle officer to the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi? 
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{h) Are Government aware that the officials of the Lower Sind and Per- 
siaxi Gulf Division were dissatisfied against this procedure of the Circle 
ofiSceil’ and sent a second representation to the Director General but it was 
also withheld by the Circle officer? 

(i) Are Government prepared to call for the representations of the- 
petitionere withheld by the Circle Ofl&cer? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Yes. 

(6) No such r(‘presentalion was ever received from the staff. 

(r) No. The change was made for administrative reasons. The staff 
are not consulted in such matters. 

(d) No. 

’ (e) Yes. 

(f) Does not arise in view of the answer to item (d). 

(ff) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) No. Duplicates of both these representations vvc^rc received and 
considered by the Director-General. 

Constitution of new Postal Divisions in Sind and BALUomsTANr 

51. Mr. S. G. Shahani: (;a) Arc Government aware that the educational 
facilities in the Lower Sind and Persian Gulf Division arc. much less than 
those in the Upper Sind Division? 

(b) Are Government aware that, outside tlie respective .Head Offices in 
both the Divisions, there are only two high schools in the Flower Sind and 
Persian Gulf Division against ten in Upper Sind Division? 

(c) Are (fovernnient aware that the approximate road journey, excluding 
Gulf offices, which an official of the liower Sind Division is liable to travel 
over, is four hundred miles — the distance of the I’arthest post office, viz., 
Nagar Parkar from the Kailway station at Gadra Koad being one hundred 
and two miles, whereas in the Upper Sind Division the road journey is 
practically ?iil? 

(d) Are Goveriiinenl. aw'are that the F.ar tracts of Karachi and IIydi*ra- 
bad Districts in the Tiower Sind Division are noted for malaria? 

(e) Are Government aware that the Lar tract of Karachi district has 
also no railwiiy facilities? 

(/) Are Government aware that the desert tract of Thar and Parkar dis- 
trict in the Lower Sind Division is devoid of any railway facilities, and on 
account of innumerable steep sand mounds, the road journey is also very 
difficult? 

(ff) Are Government aware that the tracts shown in parts (d), (e) and 
(/) form a major part of the Lower Sind Division? 

. ..(h) Will Government be pleased to slate wdiothcr any tract, as pointed 
out in parts (d), (c) and (/), forms a part of the Upper Sind Division? Tf 
BO, to wliat extent in comparison with the Lower Sind Division? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Education is a transfeiTed provincial subject, 
and the Honourable Member will be able to obtain information in regard 
to educatin'^ ’ facilities from the Local Government, 
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(b) io (^)- I regret I am not able to answer the various questions asked 

the Honourable Member ^Yh^hout knowing their exact purport. If the 
Honourable Member will be good enough to explain his meaning to me, 
X Hhall assist him to the best of my ability. 

CONSTITUnON OF NEW POSTAL DIVISIONS IN SiND AND BALITOHISTAN. 

52. Mr. S. 0. Shidiani: (a) Are Government aware that, before the 
constitution of the present divisions, the Lnr tract of the Karachi District 
and the Gulf wore in one division, and the Lar tract of the Hyderabad dis- 
trict and desert tract of the Thar and Parkar district were in the other 
division, /.r., Indus llight Hank and Persian Gulf Division and Indus Left 
Bank Division, I’espectivcly ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Circle officer has fixed a rotatory 
period in the Lar tract of the Karachi district on account of its unhealthi- 
ness ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the rotatory period is restricted to the 
officials of the Ijower Hind Division and it will be the officials of that divi- 
sion only who will have to face the trouble? 

(d) Are Goveinment aware that the Circle officer, in his letter No. E.E.' 
17, dated 2nd April, 1929, io the Director General, has said that the peti- 
tioners by asking for reversion of the constitution of the present division to 
the old an’ungement that stood prior to the Ist October, 1925, do not mean 
to serve in their own province? If so, will Government be pleased to state 
af as requestedi by the petitioners, the constitution of the divisions isi made 
as it stood before the 1st October 1925, the two divisiotns will bo in the 
province of Sind and the officials of the Lower Sind will also be in the 
same province? 

{e) Do Government propose to take action by reverting to the old 
.irraiigement of the divisions that stood prior to the 1st October, 1925? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy; {a) Yos. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) As ivgai'ds tiie first part of the question. Government understand 
that the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Karachi, reported that the 
p(;tHi()ners were; not content uith serving in their own province, but were 
(‘ndcavoiiring to restrict their transfers to the immediate neighbourhood 
of their homos. The ro])ly to the second part of the question is in the 
nffirmative. 

(c) Govornnu'nt do not propose to disturb the present arrangement. 

! 

Location of thb Headquartebs of the Sxjpebintendent. Railwat 

MaH. SbBVIOB, SiN 1 > and BALtrOHISTAN. 

63. Mi. S. 0. Shahani: (<i) With reference to starred question nimber 
671 of the 19th March, 1930, why has the headquarters of the Superihten- 
dmt. Railway Mail Service, Sind and Baluchistan Circle, been fixed at' 
Karachi, which is at the extreme end of the Circle, in face of clear rulings 
in the Posts and Telegraphs Manual, Volumes V and VIII, that the ^head- 
quarters of the Superintendent must be at a central place in the Division? 
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(6) Is it a fact that on account of the headquarters being statioixed at 
Karachi, the Superintendent, Hailway Mail Service, is being granted House 
Rent of about Rs. 60 per month, the house rent being much higher than at 
Sukkur, which is the central place of his Division? 

(c) Is it a fact that the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Lower 
Sind and Persian Gulf Division, was removed from the office of the Director 
of Posts and Telegraphs, Sind and Baluchistan Circle to make room for the 
office of the Superintendent, Railway Mail Service? If so, what is the 
amount of rent being paid for the new office of the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Lower Sind and Persian Gulf Division? 

(d) Is it a fact that recently the headquarters of some of the Railway 
Mail Service sorters has been shifted to Karachi? If so, what was tho 
additional expenditure incurred on account of their travelling allowance, 
increment of pay under F. R. 22, and compensatory allowance to select ioa 
grade officials, which is payable only at Karachi? 

(c) Since how long have the headquarters of the Superintenctent, R.iil 
way Mail Service, been located at Karachi and during that period how rnaiiv 
inspections of sections, nitiil offices and record offices have been made i)y 
the Superintendent himself and how many by the Headquarters Inspector? 

(/) Is it a fact that on account of the lieadquai U rs (jf the Superintendent, 
Railway Mail Service, being stationed at the extn^mity of the Division, ilu' 
amount of travelling allowance granted to the Superintendent, the Head- 
quarter Inspector and the sorters will be more than it would be at the 
central place (Sukkur)? If not, how? 

(g) Is it a fact that the building of the office of the Superintendent of 
Post Offices, Upper Sind Division, Sukkur, is so big that the Superinten- 
dent has also his quarters in the premises? If so, could not the office of 
the Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, be slutted to Sukkur without 
having to pay any additional house rent? 

Mr. H. A, Sams: (a) The Honourable. MenibiT’s attention is invited to 
the replies given by me to parts (a) and (o) of thr* starred question redemd 
to. 

(b) A house-rent of Rs. 46 a month is granU*!! to the Superintendent. 
Railway Mail Service, at Karachi. Govi?rnmeiii have no information as to 
the comparative rates of house-rent at Karachi and Sukkur. 

(c) With reference to the first part of the question, the, attention of tk' 
Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me to part (c) of jMr. 
Lalchand Navalrai’s starred question No. 671 in ilie Legislative Assenibl' 
on the 19th March, 1930. As regards llu' second part, the rent f)aid 
Rs. 75. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, the, information is being collected and will be commnniratc^l 
to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(c) Since April, 1929, s'neo then the Superintendent has (rarried mii l'*^ 
find*thf^ Headquarters Inspeclor 30 inspections. 

(0 In tile case of the Superintendent, tlicro will be a small incivast*- 
The TTeadquarters Inspector travels on a free pass and the sorters 1 ravel 
Jn tbn.Mail Van, hence the question of 1 ravelling allowance does not arise 
in tlioir case. 
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{g) Yes, iind the Siiperintentlont pays house-rent for the portion of the 
building occupied by him as his residential quartert. As regards the second 
piirt, tlie attention of the Honourable Member is invited tc my reply to 
pjtrt (d) of Mr. Jjalchaud Navalrai’s starred question Nc). 07J in this House 

the I9lh March, 1930. 

Appointment OF TWO Assistant Directors IN the Sind and Baluchis- 
tan Postal Circle. 

54. Mr. S. C. Shahani: (a) Is it a fact that in the Sind and Baluchistan 
Postal Circle (which is a minor circle) the Director has got one Assistant 
Director on the Postal aide and the other on the Bailway Mail Service side? 
If so, cannot one Assistant Director do both these duties, and is each of 
them getting Bs. 100 special allowance for this duty? 

(5) When the Bail way Mail Service work was being transferred to the 
Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Sind and Baluchistan Circle, was it then 
contemplated to give him an Assistant for the Bailway Mail Service work? 
If not.-wliy has the necessity arisen now, and uhat is the additional ex- 
penditure on that account? 

(t:) Is it a fact that the same officer is working as Assistant Director a» 
well as Superintendent, Bailway Mail Service? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) So. There is onh one Assistant Director in the 
Sind and Halucliistan (Mrcle; lie is in receipt of a spoci.-il })a\ of Bs. 100. 
The latter ])art of the qu(‘stioL does not arise. 

{b) The Honourable Member is referred to my replies to f)arts (d) and 
(r) of Mr. Lalchand Navalrai’s starred ([ucstion No. 070 in this House on 
the. 19th March, 1930. 

(c) Does not arise in view of iny repl’es to ];arts («) and (/>). 

I 

Erection of a Mosque in the Premises of the Karachi General 

Post Office. 

55. Mr. S. G. Shahani: (a) Is it a fact tliat a mosque (place for 
Mahoincdans to offer prayer) lias been erected in the premises of the Karachi 
General Post Office? If so, when was it built, whether it was built at Gov- 
ernment expense or otherwise? If at Government expense, who sanctioned 
the expenditure? Is the D. P. T., Karachi, empowered to sanction the ex- 
penditure? If not, and if he has sanctioned it, what action is proposed to 
be tnkeii in this matter? 

fb) Ts it n fact that tlien^ are seme orders of the Bombay GoAerument 
or the Government of India not to construct such mosques in the premises 
of such offices? If so, who is responsible for this? Do Government pro- 
i) )SG to lake any action in this matter? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: ((/) 'rile facts are not altogether as stated. A 
platform for pniyers liad been built Iia the Muslim staff at their own ex- 
pense in the Karachi Post Office compound. When this platform was 
dcmfilished in connection with the erection of quarters for menials, a new 
p/atfomi was Im’lt at OoA eminent expense by wav of compensation. Sub- 
sequently in 1929-30 a roof was sanctioned by the Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs, Sind and Baluchistan, under his own poAvers of sanction. 

(h) Information is being obtained and will he communicated to the 
Honourable Mornbor in due course. 
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Dismissal of Postal Officials in Sind and Baluchistan. 

56. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
total niiinbor of dismissals of officials of all cadres since the formation of the 
Sind an 1 Baluchistan Circle for the second time? 

(h) How many appeals were made to the Director of Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Sind and Baluchistan Circle, Karachi, and with what result? 

(c) How many appeals were made to the Director-General of Posts and 
Telcgraplis against the decision of the Director and with what result? 

(d) What was the total amount of allowances paid to the dismissed 
officials on re-instatement? 

(c) Is it a fact or not that the amount thus paid was a clear loss to 
Government ? 

(/) If the reply io part (c) be in the affirmative, what action do Govern- 
-iient propose to take to avoid wrongful dismissals and the resultant loss 
of revenues? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) to (e). The information is being collected and 
will ho ifonmiunicalcd to the TTonourahU* Member in dm coui’se. 

if) lioply will depend on the infonnation ooih'cted. 

JjOCAtion of the Hfadquatiters of the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Lower Sind and Persian Gulf Divisions. 

57. Mr, S. 0. Shahani: (a) Is it a fact or not that the Superintendent 
of Post Offices, Lower Sind and Persian Gulf l‘)i vision, Karachi, has got 
his headquarters at Karachi? 

(/)) ilow many sccoTid <‘lass Head Offici'S has Ik* in his Division aiul 
what are thoir names? 

(c) Is it a fact or not that according to Post and Telegraph Manual, 

Vols. V and tlic headquarters of the Divisional Superintendent an* 

to be located in a central place in the Division ui'd preferably where a 
second class Head Office is located? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been dnvwn to the arti-des appear- 
ing in local papers of Karachi, viz. : Daily Gazette and Sind Ohservery dated 
the 26ih Augu?;t 1030 and 2dth Decomher 1030 in suiiport of changing th j 
headquarters of the Suporintendont to Hyderabad (Sind)? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what action, if any they pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes. 

(ti) One. Hyderabad (Sind). 

(c) Yes, the headquarters are required to be at an unportant centrr! 
station in the Division where there is a head olfice. 

(d) Government have seen two letters in the Sind Observer^ but iho 
Daily Gazette of the dates mentioned does not mention the matter. 

(<?) I have fully considered the question recently and have decided to 
make no change at present in the location of the headquarters of Ihiii 
Superintendent. 
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Refusal to grant Interviews by the Director of Posts and 

Telegraphs, Karachi. 

58. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Is it a fact or not that the Director of Posts 
and Telegraphs, Karachi, toured in the month of November 1930? 

(h) Is it a fact that he also visited Hyderabad (Sind ) } If so, for how 
long did he stay there? 

(r) Did the Manager, Co-operative Societies, Hyderabad (Sind), apply 
for an interview with the Director? 

[(]) Was the Manager, (\) -oi'cralive Society, granted aii interview? It; 
not, why not? 

((;) Arc Government aware that the Director refused to grant an inter- 
view to the .Manager, Co-operative Society, Hyderabad (Sind), on the 
plea of his being very busy then? 

(/) If the reply to part (e) be in the allirmative, do Government intend 
taking any stc])s to ensure to the public the gi'ant of interview by the 
Director ? 

[g) Is it a fact or not tliat the Director also refused to grant an interview 
to certain officials of the TiOwer Sind and Persian Gulf Division at Hydera- 
bad (Sind) on similar grounds? 

(Ii) Will Government be pleased to give the names of the postal officials 
who applied for intcrvi(wv and who w^cre refused? 

(/) Will Government bo pleased to lay on table a copy of the procedure 
observed in eases of interviews by the postal officials with the Director 
or the ("ircle Officer either at his headquarters or while on tour? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (n) Vi s. 

{b) Yes; 21 days. 

(r) Yes. 

id) and (r). No. The leM-'r of Uhe iviaiiager, Co-operative Society, 
asking for an interview' reached the Director of Posts and Telegraphs on 
thv* 22nd Xo\t'm])er. 1930. Tlu; Diree.tor had already si'ttled his day s 
f)regramm(' and i]if('‘rmed fhn Manager that he was leaving for Karachi 
very early next morninjT that lie expected to return to Hyderabad about- 
liie e]id of Deeember, and lliat he woulil lot tlu' Manager know the date 
in flue course. When llu' Director of Posts and Telegniphs cmne to 
Hyderabad in Docemlier, };(» wrote to the Manager and intervie\ved him 
t n the 3Dth Doceniber, 1980. 

if) Does not arise. 1 would however add that, while Government 
expect their officers to l)e as accessible as possible to members of the public, 
they Tuust decline to limit their discretion by tiie imposition of any hard 
^ind fast rule. 

([/) No. 

{h) Does not- arise. 

(?) No procedure is prescril'od. 

b2 
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Appointment of a Headquabter Inspector in the Railway Mail 
Service, Karachi Division. 

69. Mr. S. 0. Shahanir (a) Is it a fact or not that one Headquarter 
Inspector is attached to the Oflice of the Superintendent, Railway Mail 
Service, Karachi Division, Karachi? 

(h) Will (rovernnient be pleased to state what are his functions? 

(c) Are Governnieiit awai’o that this appointment was originally sane 
tinned for six mouths only? 

(d) Are (Jovernineiit aware that while recommending the permanency 
of this appointment, tJie Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Karachi, ig 
said to have written that since air>mail work was being performed by the 
Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, this appoinlmont should be sanc- 
tioned permanently ? 

((?) Are Government aware that the air-mail work has since been trans- 
ferred to the Postmaster, Karachi? If so, will Government be pleased 
to state why tlie post of Headquarter Inspector, Railway Mail Service, still 
continues ? 

(/) Are Government aware that the volume of work of the Headquarter 
Inspector Railway Alail Service (in the S'ind and Baluchistan minor Circle) 
is much less than that of the Headquarter Inspectors in other major 
circles ? 

(g) Do Government propose to still continue this post? If so, why? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Ves. 

(b) To assist the Su[>erintendent in the general control of the Division, 
and to c.iMiTv out iiivesl.\i:ations and inqu’ries. 

(r) Yes. 

((/) No. The Director did not justify his pro|)oKal by any reference to 
the work which has now been given to tlie Postmaster in connection with 
the air mail. 

(e) The answer to the first part of the quest ’on is in the aftirmative. 
As regards the second part, the redention of flu- appointment is justified 
for the performance of the duties referred to in the answer to part (b) 
above. 

(/) No. 

(q) Yes. for tlie iT'asons given in reply to part (c) above. 

Appointment or a Town Inspector of Post Offices in Hyderabad 

Rind. 

60. Mr. S. 0. Shahani: (a) Are Government aware that the post of 
Town Inspector in the Hyderabad Bind Head Office is a oimo- sonic one? 

ff)l Are Government aware that this tippoinimcnt carries an allowance 
of Rs. 40 per mense‘m excluding pay? 

(c) Are aoverninent nware thnt t.liere, is no fixed principle in filling 
up this nppo’ntrnent? 

(d) Ts it a fact or not that a most iunior official in the TTydi^raba( 
(Bind) Head Office was appointed as Town Inspector since two 'years? 
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(e) Arc3 Government aware that hitherto the post of Town Inspector was 
being filled according to seniority? If so, will Governtoient be pleased to 
state why they have departed from this procedure? 

(/) Are Government aware that there have been many complaints 
from the public, against the present Town Inspector? If sc, do Govern- 
ment propose to take any action in tlic matter? 

Mr. J. A. ShiTlidy: (a) to {(•). (i()Y-‘rrinienl liave no information, nor 
do tlicy propose to call for it as any oITjeer feolinir himsedf aggric'ved by any 
particular appointmeut has his remedy by way of appeal, and i< need hardly 
be said that any appeal will be considered carefully on its merils. 

(/) Only two comf)laints were received agaitist the present Town Ins, 
pector, which on eu(]uiry were f<n.ind to la* groundless. Tlu* second part 
of the question does not arse. 


siroirj’ NOTICE grESTiox and answer. 

CoNscr/rATiox of iNurAX Opinion' on the New Constitftion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) With reference to tlie Prime ^Minister’s speech 
^ ,. at the Jh)uii(l 'rable Conference, as n*]*.ort(‘d mi tlh‘ Press, will 

12 . ooN. (Jovernment be pleased to state wlial st('f)s tht*y jU'opose to take 
lo consult Indian opinion on tlu' subject of the new constitution ? 

(h) An* (lovernmcnt prepared to consid(‘r tlie desirability of liberating 
Mahatma Gandiii, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nidini and otina* leaders of the 
Congress niovcmcnb to enable tliein to give disj»assionate considtTat ion to 
the proposed constitution? 

(c) What steps do Oovci'nment prof)os(* to talb* to consnlt the ('entral 
and Lo(*al Legislatures <»n the subject? 

(//) Will (lovi'rnnuMit b(’ ])leasi*d to ‘ that llie White l*aper about to 
be published in England, ('mhodying lla* provisional eonelusi»)ns of the 
Conference, is translated into the' Indian vern.'uailars aial mad*- available 
to the public? 

{('} Will (lovernmeiit give this Ilbiisc* an I'arly op])ort unity to examine 
the proposals of thi* Conference before the elose (if its Dellii Session? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader ot the lionsi*): (a) My 
Jloiiourable friend lias no doubt observed in tlie Prime Minister's annjunce- 
mont the expression of the inteiiliuii of His Maji'stx’s (iovernm'‘u( to 
continue discussions and maintain personal contacts, and also to cfansider 
without di‘lay Jilans nlien'by Ind an opinion ma\ la eoiuailied aiul lo- 
eperation may be eontimual. His Majesty’s (lovei'nmem have nor y-i 
conimunii^atod their contemplated plans lo the (lOverniiuMil of India, who 
r;ro therefon* not at pri'sc'iit in a position t(. ib'seribe tlie steps wliicU it will 
be nncessarv for them to tak(’. If the TTonournblo Membm* lias any sugges- 
tions to mak(‘, I uei'd liardiv sav that T shall ht* vei'y gratelnl if he will 
place mi* in possi‘ssion of them. 

(h) 1 lav on the table a co])y of the statemi'iit ])ul)lished yesterday bv 
His Exeelleney tlie (hn’ernor (lonorsd on belialf of the Government of India. 
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(c) I shall be in a better position to deal with this question when the 
Government of India have received and been able to consider the plans 
which His Majesty ’s Government have in view. 

(d) The White Paper to which my Honourable friend refers will pre- 
sumable be a Command Paper, for the reproduction of which the approval 
of ilis Majesty’s Government will be necessary. 1 do not, however, antici- 
pate lliat there will be any {iiHiculty on this pcjint. The Government uf 
India are fully sensible of the importanoe of giving wide publicity to the 
provisional oonclusious of the Conforenee, and will eortainly consider rny 
Honourable friend’s suggestion. . 

(t) All early upport unity for discussion is likely to arise on the Resolu- 
tion whitdi stands seeou(l on the agcmda for the nu'et’ng on the 29th instant, 
f-’hould fuviher opportunity for discussion be generally desired, the (»overn- 
menl will of (vairse do their best to meet the wishes of the House. 


Statement fnj //. A', the (iocernor Utinera} re of the Members of the Worlyituj 

('ommlttce of thv AU-Indin CofujTesa Committee, 

“In order to provide opportunity for txmsideration of the Ft-atcnicnt made hy the 
Prime Minister on the 19th uf January, my Govenimcnt. in consullation with Local 
Governments, have thought it right that the member,^ of the Working Committee of 
the All-India Congress should enjoy full liberty of discussion between themselves and 
with those who have acted as members of the Committee since the 1st of January, 1950. 
In accordance with this d(x:ision and with this object, and, in order that tliere may be 
1*0 legal bar to any meeting they may wish to hold, the notifications declaring the 
Committee to be an unlawful association under the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
will be withdrawn by all Local Governments, and action will be taken for the release 
of Mr. Gandhi and others who are now members of the Committee, or who have ajted 
as such since the Ist of Januaiy, 1930. 

My Governmont will im{)ose no mnditions on these relea.ses, because w'e feel that 
the best hope of the restoration of peaceful conditions lies in the discussions being 
conducted by those concerned under terms of unconditional liberty. Our action has 
been taken in pur.suaiice of a sincere desire to assist the creation of such peaceable 
conditions, as would enable Government to implement the undertaking give^ by the 
Prime Mini.ster tliat, if civil quiet were proclaimed and assured, Government A'oiild 
not be backward in response. 

I am content to trust those who will be affected by our decision to act in the same 
spirit as inspires it, and I am confident that they will recognise the importance of 
securing for these grave issues calm and dispassionate examination.” 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Sir, with reference to the Resolution on the 
29th of this month, will the Government be in a position to supply the 
Members with at least a summary of the White Paper issued on Saturday 
in the House of Commons? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I do not think so, Sir; and I can 
quite understand that the House might wish to have an opportunity for 
discussion after the full proceedings of the Conference have been brought 
before them. I only alluded to the Resolution on the 29th because it does 
provide an opportunity for some discussion on the subject. 

Mr. B. Das: With reference to the reply to part (6) of the question, 
will Government be pleased to consider w’hether a general amnesty to all 
non-violent political prisoners will not restore the proper atmosphere for 
discussion of the Premier s declaration and the Viceroy's statement? 

The Honouratde Sir George Bainy: I do not think that arises out of the 
answer I gave. 



ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY PDESIDENT. 

Mbssaok from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General. 

Mr. President: I have received the following communication from His 
Excellency the Governor General; 


(The Assembl'y received the Messa^^o standinfi;.) 

I 

'7w ffursufiTtre of tht provisions of suh-stetion {2) of section 63C of the Govern- 
ment of fnttio /, Eflword Frederirk Lindle\f^ Ilaron Irwin, hereby signify that 

/ approve the election by the Legislative Ayisembhj of Mr. It. K. Shanrfivkham 
('hetti/ as Deputy President of the said Assembly. 

New Deihi; (Signed) /PWLV, 

The J‘!rd January^ lUol. Viceroy and Governor Genercd 

(Applause.) 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: Sir, with your })eriiiission, 1 would 
just like to thank my Honourable colleagues for the honour they have 
conferred upon me in electing me as the Deputy President of this House, 
and 1 may assure llieiu, Sir, that it will be uiy constant endeavour to 
prove myself worthy of the trust they have placed in me. (Applause.) 


ELECTION OF MEMBEES TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGBIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, 1 move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the TTonourable the 
President may direct, five Muslim Members to sit on the Standing CoininitteH on 
Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz.” 

Mr. A. Das (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir. I had sent an amendment to the Eesolution which has been 
moved by the Honourable Member. But in view of the fact that there is 
an apprehension that the moving of that amendment may give rise to 
communal discussion which is far from the object with which T sent 
in that amendment, I wish to withdraw it. 

Mr. President: Motion by leave withdrawn. 

Honourable Members: It is not moved. 

Mr. President: It is not moved ; il is withdrawn. 

Mr. A. Das: May I make a suggestion that the five Muslim Members, 
who are to be elected, might be those who have themselves performed the 
Haj? 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Instead of five, there might bo seven 
Members. 
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Mr. President: Motion moved: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 

President may direct, five Muslim Members to sit on the Standing Gohimitteo ou 

Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz.” 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Hajshahi Division: Muhammadan Rural): Since then 
an amendment is moved to add two names. 

Mr. President: Order, order. That was a suggestion and that sugges- 
tion ciUinot be translated into a motion or an amendment. 

The question I have to put is: 

“That this Assemhiy do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 

President may direct, five Muslim Members to sit on the Standing Committee on 

Pilgrimage Ic the Iledjaz.” 

The motion was adopted. 


ELKCTFOX OF A rOMMITTP:E TO CONRIDKH PR()i>OSALS ON THE 

SALT INDUSTRY. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 

to move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to ibe election in such manner, as may be approved 
by the IToiiourable the Pre.sident, ot* a Committee consisting of 10 Members of the 
Assembly to which .'shall be added two Membarij of the Asseml)ly to be nominated by 
the Covernnr General for the pnvpo.se of considorbig the propo.«?al.'’. contained in the 
"Report of the Indian Tariff Roard on the Salt Indirstry in India and making .such 
recommendations in regard to them as they may think fit. One of the Memliers so 
nominated shall be the riiairman of the rommittee.” 

Sir, this is a matter of some public importanct'. I think it is rigliL 
that T should give this House soiiu; explanation of tlu‘ reasons which led 
me to make this propostil in its present form. I do not think ii will 
be necessary, and I hope it will not bo riccessar\, to bavi‘ any lengthy 
discussion on the subject this morning. Rut 1 am anxious that Honour- 
able IMeinhors should appreciate tiie issues that are involved, and T liopo, 
after they have appi’eeiated them, they will he abb* to agree to this pr(»- 
po-;al. Tn the first plaee, as regards the constilntion of the (’oinmittee, 
we have included a proposal that two Members should he nominated l)V 
the (lovernor (leneral. T wish just to explain the n^asons for that. 
We wisli tile Committee, as far as possible, to bo an unofficial eommitteo. 
but as mv owm time is likely to be extremely fully oecnpied dnri»ig the 
next f(*w wec'ks, T thought it desirable that T should hav(» one member 
who mighi. serve as an understudy for mysedf; that is the reason why wc 
have suggested that there should be two nominated members. T think 
the House will agree that ten unofficial members is a suitahli* nnniher 
for a committee of this kind. 

Thgn, ftir. as regards the nature r)f the l)iisiness which we wish this 
(karnriittoe to eonsidei' : the Report of the Tariff Hoard on the salt industry 
has no\v^ been bofon' the country since September, and F daresay a gt^od 
many f»f my Honourable friends have read it. On the other band, possi- 
bly sonic liavo not, and F should like to riunind Honourable l\fenihers; ef 
some of the main issues. The Oovernment of India, in their original 
Resolution of the 25th Jul\\ 1029. called njion the Tariff Hoard to report 
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whether, having regard to all relevant considerations, it is desirable in tlaj 
national interests that steps should be taken to encourage the ])roduction 
of salt in India, suitable for consumption in those markets which are at 
present wholly supplied from abroad, and if so what measures they re- 
commend. The Board were asked to take into account the rnlations 
between the (lovernment of India and Aden, and the conditions of the 
existing salt industry in the latter place, and to make such special I'oconi- 
iMcndations, if any, affecting the treatment of salt produced there as may 
s('om to thorn to bo appropriates. 

In their Report, whicdi was published on the 12th Soptiuubor. the 
Tariff Board came to the conclusion that it is possible to produce in 
India — and in that term they definitely decided fc<> include Aden since 
Aden is actually pari of the Indian Empire and thn'c out of (he four 
works thei’e arc Indian concerns and the industry is liabk.' to Indian taxa- 
tion — they decided tbat India, including Aden, could produce tlu‘ (]iiantiiy 
of salt of the required quality neeessary to make India independent of 
foreign salt. The ])oint at issue really is tlip salt required for the supply 
of the Bengal markid. Th(‘re is annually imported into Calcutta about 
1)00,000 tons of fine white crushed salt: of that about IBO.tW) tons conies 
from Aden, and the balance of 320,000 tons would, if India is to be made 
seIf-sup])orting, have to Ix' found from Indian sonrees. in(*liiding of course 
the increase of the Aden production. The Board an' of opinion th;it that 
additional 320,000 tons could bo supplied partly by iucivasing the Aflen 
production and partly b\ supplies from Karachi and Okba, and parti \ also 
by increasing the quantities of salt produced at certain northern Indian 
sources of production. The Board considered the onconragemont of an 
inerefisod supply of sea-borne salt would be to the national iutt'ivst to some 
extent, but not to such an extent ns to justify plaeing anv considerable 
burden on th<' <*onsnnier for tlio purpose. .\nd. here T ^diould likf' the 
House to appreciate exactly what is involved in this question. It is a 
matter, as T have said, in which the public take eonsidorabk' int^'ivst. On 
the other hand I think it is important to realise that what i*; involved is. 
nt least on economic grounds, not of euornious oconomit* im|>ortauce. 

“To produce 500,000 tons of salt ...” 

I am quoting from the Tariff Board’s Report — 

“ . . . not more than 4,000 laoii would l»c required, engaged mainly in manual labour. 
Machinery is used in salt manufacture on a small scale and there is little scope for 
the higher* ty[)t of eiinrloyineiit. 'l ire additional employment afforded hy the estahlish- 
. merit of iho industry is therefore c.\ti*rinoly limited. As regards profits, the capital 
cxpenditiu’e of the Indo-Aden works has been stated to ho Rs. 17 lakhs for an output 
ol 70,000 Ions. I’he capital required for an output of 500,000 tons would not exceed 
Ks. 120 lakhs, and allowing a profit of 10*per cent., llie amount remaining in the, hHnd.<j 
of manufacturers would l)e approximately lls. 12 lakhs. Taking the price of fine white 
crushed salt at Rs. 8 per ton f.r-w«»rks, the total amount of money retained in the 
country by the substitution of Indian for foreign ^alt would amount to about R‘^. 40 
lakhs. The whole of this advantage, however, will not aeerue by the substitution of 
sea-borne .salt from India proper for foreign sab, if it is deeided lliai there cn»i be 
no disci iminaiitm between .Vikm and other Indian sea-borne salt. F<>r it must be 
rs^umed that .Aden will retain at least her present import of 180,000 tosp*. If the 
balance of 320,000 tons wer*' .supplied by Karachi and Okha, it would mean employment 
‘•f less than 3,000 additional men. while the .idditional amount of money retained in 
Ihe country in the form of wage.s and profits would be about R-i. 26 lakbs*. Thus 
rlthoiigh the national interest.s are to .‘’ome o.xtent- served by the enconragenu'nt of the 
production of salt at Karaclii and Okba. tlie advanlHgos are not so marked as to 
pistify the country in undertaking any drastic action or impo.sing any considerable 
‘urden on the consumer. This is particularlv the ca.se inasmuch' as the production i\f 
J'dl at Okha or Karachi woiibl afford no guarantee against a shortage of wln’te salt in 
cngal such a.s occurred during the war.'* 
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The Tariff Board then go on to say : 

“From the economic point of view there is no case for protection in the proper 
sense of <he term so far as Indian sea-borne salt is concerned. The salt works at Aden 
have for many year.s faced foreign competition unaided, and since we have found that 
Ihorso woiks form part of the Indian industry, no claim for protection of the industry 
as a whole can be substantiated. Further, even if tlie works at Aden are excluded froru 
consideration and salt manufacture at Karachi and Okha i.s regarded as a nascent in- 
dustry. assistance on strictly economic grounds cannot he justified. Thc.se works on the 
whole po.ssess no advantage over works situated on the Keel Se.a Coast in respect of 
natural facilitic.s for the production of salt, including freight, and in consequence no 
economies may iilliinately he expected in the cost of salt to the consumer in Bengal 
.‘Mich would ju.stify .a ca.^ie for protection on onlinary economic grounds. Moreover 
it has nut been proved to our sat i'^faction that they could ever face competitinn 
unaided save in respect of a small propt.rtion of the possible output.” 

F lliiiik tlioso pnragraplis stuff' v<‘ry eli'nrly wlint niriKing Indln si‘ll'-sii|). 
porting in the way of salt would menu (‘cononiically to Indin, and tiny 
.also statu very c*l(‘arly the limitations and tlu' limiti'd advantagos whicji 
w’oidd acerno from anything done to ineroasu th(‘ soa-horno supply of 
salt from Indian sources to (’alcntta. On the other liand, the [ioanl 
tlien go on to deal with tlu* dc'velopinont of the supply of rail-home salt, 
that is to say, salt which could ho. produced at sources of prodiujb'on lil.e 
Khewra and Pachbadra, and Jiiiglit be brought domi to C’alcutta hy ra'I. 
For that sort of development the Board consider that llu're an? much 
greater and much stronger arguments. For such development would 
secuvo a guarantee against shortage in time of war; it would secure addi 
tional traffic for the railways; it would secure a reduetiou in the price 
of salt as a result of the increased product ion, chii'dy at Kliewra . and 
>t \wiuld produce some additional business for Indian stfM‘1. iron and wn«j/)n 
'■(unpanu's. In the national interests, therefon', then* is much more to 
be said for making an effort to develop these internal soure.c^ )f supply. 
'F'he Thiurd then go on to consider the chief difficulties in df-vudopiri:: an 
Tndion industry and they find that the chief ohstach' in the way of that 
has lain in the enormous fluctuations in the j)rice of salt in the CalcuitM 
market. 

'Idicy. therefore- lujid lliat stahilisatimi of ])rices is the first ncces:-.iy. 
'Idiey consider that stabilisation of prices is impossible as long as tlie im- 
port trade remains in private hands, for at one tiiTH' rings are ahhi to raise 
prices to exorbitant heights, but another time unrestrained c.oinpetilioii 
means that salt is brought into Calcutta at prices which must be less tliaii 
the (jost of production. These fluctuations, apart from other (•onsid'‘ra- 
tions. render direct protective measures on ordinary lines ina])plicah]e, and 
that is one of the reasons why the Board come to the concinsi'm tlut 
ordinary protection could he of no value in this ease. 

i^ow, the aclual scheme which they have recommended in all these 
circumstances is as follows. They recommend that (lovca-nment shodd 
assume control of imports; that Government should yirovidc India w:th 
second grade soa-horno salt at a price which represents, according to ihnr 
calculations, a fair selling price. They put that price at Rs. 03-1 l-F) pyJ’ 
hundred mauncls cic-ship, which the Government would sell at Rs. 00 pri’ 
hundred rnaimds. Th(*v make certain recommendations for extra pne s 
for first grade salt. They considc^r that, if the production were greatly 
expanded at Kliewra and crushing nuH'hine”y installed and rajlwa\ J'al ‘S 
of one pie per maund ]>er mile from Khewr:i to ("ahuitta were infrodiu- d. 
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it would be possible to put Khowra salt into Calcutta at cx>mpetitive 
prices, and that Khewra salt, if assured of what they consider a fair 
price, could be produced at a profit. They consider, in leccm- 
rnendins: this scheiue, that forcij»n salt will bo required for rnanv vcars 
to come, because it will take some time to develop the Indian supplies. 
For so long as foreign salt is re(|uirod, the central purchasing organisation, 
which is controlling the market of salt, according to the Hoard’s proposals, 
would have to buy that foitign salt at the lowest price* at. which if could 
he procured and which could be sold at the standard pricov e.r-shiu The 
litfi'ronce between the buying and selling laices is snp})osed to na et the 
•osl of the inachint'i'y of control hut- il on thif^ hjr^'ign salt- the (hu^ern- 
]ucnt wei-e to make a further profit that profit would have to he funderl for 
the purpose of reeouyiing losses should the price ni‘ foreign salt rise above the 
OovcTument standard price. That is in say, (Tovernua ut or the Ctaitral 
(‘ontrol Hoard would buy Indian prodin-f-d salt (in-d In-Vc. a* t have 
;di’i‘adv stated, includes Ad-*n) at a ]>rice of 71?:. n.^-ll-O per hundred 
niaunds, and would sdl it at Ils. OG. It would hu\ the hala.nce of 
foreign salt that is required at whati-vcT price it (oidd he go! . and if it 
made a profit, the Central Control Hoard w'-‘uld refund thM to 

cover fulling losses if it had to pay more than the standaid yaice of 
Hs. G3-11-0. Then if it incurred a loss, that loss could he nu‘t out of any 
hindod profits that hful been previonsh earn(‘d ; if thrive M ere- no funded 
laofits, the (tovernna'nt ^^ou^d liave to hoar the loss. T shall refer to that 
point again in summinL’’ up the arguments for and^aoMinst tlu^ Hoard’s 
ii!,c:henie. For the moment 1 propose to go on and complete mv account 

the Hoard’s scliernc. 

'the ISo.ird do not eonsider that the control of im})orte(l salt ought to 
De exercis(*d by a .( iov*Tnmrnt Department. They think that a. Croveni- 
menf Depa>'7iiient is int a suitidile (wgani/ation for cari’vin.g on a bu.siness 
^.t lhat kind, and I nmst s;iy that, to that eyt(‘nt, 1 t*ntirely agree' with 
the Hoard. They contemplate the ultimate Formatien of a Ihihlic Utility 
Oonipanv, or a similar body for the purpose, with permanent Dovern- 
aieiit representation on the Hoard of .Directors, opc'rating as a Alarketing 
Hoard aitd fixing pri(" s on strict commercial ])rinci]des. 'rhey sa\ t-hat 
to set up this Aiarki'i iiig Ihiiii-d ajid to iniroduce thi< complele s(*heme 
*or control would take considerable time, and meanwhile lhi'\ ton?saw 
dial iiunje<liate action might he necessary. 1 ’nen* are v.aricnis n'asons 
'^h\ time should lie taken in setting up the ^larkeling Hoard. In the 
plae(*, as it is (juite clear, a great deal of elaborate ma.eluMery ^vill 
have to Ix' devised. In the second place, tlu're is a practical question 
to he considererl. The Board have assumed from theii’ own y^rovisiona! 
investigation that the production from the Indian int-ernal sources, 
Khewra principally, and possibly also Paebbadra. can he very largely in- 
'2i*eased but they bad not time themselves to investigate that question 
in all its technical details, and they have recommended, as a first step, 
the Government should undertake a further and much more technical 
inquiry into the possibilities of expanding those sources of production. 
That inquiry we launched at llie earliest possible mmnent. We thought 
that the inquiry should be entrustc'd to a small and b\isincss-like body and 
that it should be mainly in the hands of a man of business experience, 
nf ptiblic position in India, whose name would command confidence with 
the Indian public. For that purpose we. approached ^ir f'hnnilal IVlelit^ 
‘^nd asked liim if be would take on this inquiry. 1 am very glad to say 
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that lie WHS able to accept it, and since the autumn Sir Chunilal Mehta 
and Mr. C. H. Pilt, who is one of the best praetical Salt Engineers 
B vaihible ill (lovernnient service, have been engaged in making this inquiry 
V\e hope to liave tlu'ir Hoport in a few weeks’ time, and on.t, of the points 
which I expect would occur to Honourable Members when I am movin" 
this motion for the appointment of a Committee, is that until the Com- 
mittee, have that Ixeport before them, it will be very hard for them to 
make final recommendations. That is a very good point, and it is quitch 
clear that, they cannot make final recommenilations until they have that 
Report. '’Inhere is, however, a groat deal of preliminary work to be doin' 
and I think that it is advisable that the Committee slioiild got to work 
c^s quickly as possible and \vc hope that in two or three weeks’ time Sir 
(yhiinilal Mehta s Report will be available for their consideration. 

Before 1 start to give my general resume of the argunn'iifs lor and 
against tliese iiroposals and of the difficult consideration that are involv- 
ed. 1 would like to say something on th(i urgency of the matter. Tlic 
Board anticipated that, before it was jiossiblo to introduce this scheme, 
there might be a fall in the ])rice of imported salt which would be extremely 
^nljarrassing to tlu' rndlan producers that were just coming into existence. 
TTieir anticijiatams in that respect have been move than realised. Thero 
has in the last l(‘w months bei'ii a remarkable slump in the price of im- 
port('d rait at Cctlcutta. and wher(*as the 13oard fixed the lc‘iir S(dling prieo 
at Rs. (i3 ])er hundred inaunds, the actual price now is not much mou'. 
tlian Rs. 40 per hundred niaunds. As a result, of that, the prodiu ei’s wlia 
have just begun tlu'ir business at Karachi and the new companv at 01dm 
and soine of the smaller companies at Aden fmd themselves in con>i(U.- 
nbf ' diflienlty^ and they have addressed an iirgcait appi'al to the fiovir'- 
ment to lakf' cmergmicA' action to protect their position. [ invself wms 
met on Illy arrival at Bombay on the 12th December by a ih'pntaiion i- 
pfcsenting these companies, urging upon thf Oovernment that tliev shoel ! 
take immediate enierr-encv action. We studied the matt(*r with giva,! 
c.are as quickly jjs could, but wi* came to the conclusirai that then' 
no action which we could properly take without leferring the niatler to 
the Legishilure. 

’file deputation suggested various forms of action. ’I'lu;y aslu'd for ■ 
differential import duty to be imposed upon foreign sail, or if that could 
not he done, that a rebate of four annas per maund should be jjlowi-d on 
their production. They sugge.st(‘d that, if we could ac.cf'pt neitlu'r oi 
these courses, the Government should al once start purchasing their salt 
at what the Board recommended as a fair selling price. But T think 't 
will h(! obvious to Honourable IMombers tlial none of iliosc^ steps could ke 
taken without reh^rence to this Assembly. If it is a question of imposiu}’ 
an additional import duty, that requires Itigislaiivc action; if it is a ques- 
tion of giving a rebate on the excise, that, as a inatier of fact, ri'quii’o.'* 
no legislative action, but it is a matter fundamentally affecting the finiui- 
ciai position of the Government which, in present circumstances. 
could not nossibly iindcrtakf without consulting this House. Then, agju’ii, 
if it liad been a question of Government stepping in and buying up 
salt that would liave. meant expenditure of public funds on a now service, 
which could not be undertaken, at least without reference <0 the Siandini: 
Finance (’oinmittoe. Therefore, onr hands were tied, and oven 'f W(' h^d 
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•iusired to do so, there was nothinj^ w^hicli we could have done without 
bringing the matter before the Assembly. We have now taken the earliest 
possible moment to bring the matter before the As'jcnihly, but for reasons 
which [ shall explain more fully in a few sentences, _we .think that emer- 
gency action should not be taken until the case has been very thoroughly 
investigated. Investigation of that kind cannot be suilahiy uiidortakeii 
ill debate in tlu‘ Assembly, and T venture to think that, il \vc can have a 
small CommitkM* of Members who understand the situation and who are 
interested in th(‘ (pn^stions involved, that will be by far the bewt wav of 
getting all the issues thoroughly studied and a right decision in the pub- 
lic interests arrived at^ 

Th(*rc is. as 1 have said, a good deal to hr said on both sides about 
tills issue. In the. first place, if it proV(‘d ])raeticnl)Ie. it would render 
India ind(‘pend(‘nt of foreign salt, and this, T have no doubt, is in itsidf 
a, {jonsuinniation that many Indians would desire to see. On the other 
hand. I would ask this TTouso to remember that the ('cnnomic ri*sults. ns 
I have already poinkal out, an* not of very great iinporlanee. In the 
second place, it would, if the Board are correct in their appreciation of the 
position, secure to consumers in Bengal a regular ])rice : tlu v woul.l he 
immune in future, from the wide fluctuations in prices which have hither- 
to eharacterisefl the general salt market. On the oth.'r hand, as against 
tfiat, the Jlengal ccjiisnmer, if that proposition were put to him to-day, 

V, ’Oil Id saw “.A bird in the hand is worth two in tlu* hush. At present, 
oiir salt is costing iis on a basis of Tts. 40 per 100 inaunds. Tf you intro- 
duce this scheme, you will at once put up the price to Us. 00 per 100 
iiiaimds. And what guarantee have we that that Ms going to bo of any 
real benefit to us in the futun'?” It is going to mean an immediate loss 
to the whole of the Bengal consumers of something likt* 20 or 00 lakhs of 
rupees. I think that the Bengal point of view is one which deserves 
most serious consideration, and T hope that we shall have some Bengal 
representatives on the rommittee. We musl consider tlie interests of 
tlie Bengal consumer, and wo must also consider that, apart from increas- 
ing the price, the (lovernment could not possibly lie justified in proceed- 
ing with a scheme the object of wliich was to force* on the Bengal con- 
sumers a (]uality of salt wliich they do not wa-nt. Tliercfore, Bengal 

is entitled to be assured, first <^f all, tliat they will not in the long run ho 

penalised as r(*gards the price, and secondly, that tliesi' nu*asnres will 
not, }iav(* th(' cff(*('t of forcing them to consiiim* a quality of salt inft*nnr to 
Jhat which they want. Apart from this, a selu'mo of this kind obvioudy 
involves very far-roacliing innovations. Tliat it invohes inferfen'cc v.itli 
Bie ordinary course r)f trade is plain: it would also moan a dcfiarturc fiYun 
tlie present Oovernment policy of selling salt at cost price at (lovern- 
ment sources and of allowing the inhabitants of tracts nearer to those sources 
io cnioy tlio advanta.g('S of their ])roximity. for one of the Board’s proposals 
is tliat prices sliould he equalised all over India regardless of proximity of the 
place to th> source of production. This, of course, might ho regarded as an 
advantagf' b\’ some of those affected hut it would he a disadvantage to others 
according to the circumstances in which they live. 

T think that on g(‘noral lines T have said enough to indicate to this 

House the issues that are. involved. T wish, as far as possible, in pre- 

senting the case, to preserve an impartial attitude. T wish to say no more 
than is sufficient to indicate to the TTouso that considerable practical diffi- 
culties are involved. T hope, therefore, that the TTouso will agi-ee witK 
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me tliat the Government have taken the right course in taking the Legis- 
lature into their confidence on the i.ssues and in refraining from takin^r 
a decision one way or the other until the roproseiiiatives of the public, 
as We see tliern before ns liore have bed an oppor■nnit^• r-,' cojv-’dc v n. ' Hn 
matter in all its bearings. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr, B. Das (Orissa Division; Non-Mulianiiiiadaiij : 1 rise to suppoii 
the motion moved by my Honourable friend tlie I'inaiice Member. 
When I came to this House to-day, 1 did not expect such a long speech 
{An llonourabh' Mc}nher: “And luminous speech.!’) — long and luminous 
and wise s])ccch to which I shall allude later — from the h’inance Member 
presenting the views of the various interests affected by the question, nor 
was I prepared myself to speak to-day on the subject. 

Before .1 go into the main subject, 1 welcome the decision of the Gov- 
ernment in that they have brought forward a Jieport of the Indian Tarilf 
Board for consideration by a Committee of this House. It is a very 
welcome change, and I hope that my Honoui‘ablc friend, Sir Georg' 
Bainy, who has just left the lEouse, will also follow that example. 
W’licnever he gets a Beport of the Tarilt Jioard, instead of taking a 
quick decision on the subject or coining witli definite proposals before 
this House, the Department of Cornincrce sliould take up tlie same attitude 
that the Honourable the Finance Member has taken, and ask a Com- 
mittee of this House to go into the Beport and ari ive at the grcatesl 
measure of agi’eemeiit on its recommendations. Now, Sir, I feel ver\ 
grateful to the Honourable the Finance Member lliat hi^ Dojvartinejil- 
has not conu' to any decision over the n.'commeiulaiions of the TariiT 
Board on salt and that it will be giiiderl h\ the Ih'port of Sir (!hunihil 
Mehta’s rominitt('(* and by the ("ominitteu of this House. [ weicuine 
that, but T listened to his speech with mixed pleasure. A monlli or so 
ago wlien 1 received the l?eport on the Salt Industry by the Tariff Boar/l 
I had the same feeling. When this question was debated before, Members 
of the Assembly — some of them arc hero now and some are not prc'Si'ut 
on the floor (;f this Houf-e to-dav — pressed on the Covernrnont an inquiry 
by the Tariff Board as to bow far India (*onl(l bo luadt'. self-supporting in. 
the matter of salt. As regards the salt industry, we wanted that palfc 
should be manufactured as it was inauul’actiiri'd in the days of 11"' 
Fast India Company all ovi-r tlie sea roast of Jndis. If, seems to-dnv. 
as has happened before on the floor of this House, that the Bomh.iv 
capitalists have won. The Bombay (*apifalists who have got very larg** 
firms in Aden. Okha and Karachi want protection. These capitali'^is 
have got large manufacturing industries on a modern scientific basis and 
they w'ant some protection, and they have got into favour with the Hov- 
ernrncnfc of India as usual. Not that T say that my friend the Finance 
Member has said anything showing groat favour to these manufaeturiTig 
concerns, but bis speech made mo think that ho is more inclined toward^, 
the protection of these large manufacturers than tho rnihions of aait 
producers on the sea coast in Madras, Orissa and Bemral. T nm nof m 
the least coneerned with the Aden. Okha or Karachi srdt v'^^rks. As 
as I have read this Beport cursorily, T am not convinced that thev ne^'d 
any protection, but I think the provinces of Madras, Orissa and Benge' 
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call produce their own salt and supply their own local areas without 
•adtiiif,' sail from Cheshire or from Karachi or Aden and even tin y ean 
siini)ly interior provinces. Of course tJjc Conimittee is going to sit and 
that aspect Will be looked into in detail. I would refer those Monourabl(3 
]\reiuljers, wlio wculd like to get a lull view of what was being done on 
the Madras coast and Orissa coast and in Bengal. in the good old days 
of ilie I’last India Company and vviiieh was stopped by an ukase from 
London in 1808, to the speeches which my friend Mir. K. C. Neogy and 
nivself have made on certain oe.oasioiis on the lloor of this House and 1 
would refer them also to the spetsches of Mr. Duraisvvami Aiyangar. They 
will be found in the Library, in the Assembly Debates. I would dso 
usk those who are interested in salt nianufaeture and also to know how 
it was destroyed in Orissa, to read my written evidenoo which was pnblish- 
('d in Volume 1 of the (ividenct before the Tariff Jioard on Salt and tliere 
thi-y will find how the cruel and negligent policy of the then (lovernment 
of Bengal killed that trade in Orissa. I am not concerned with the profit 
of the capitalists. Whetlicr ii is protection to the cotton mills or pro- 
tection to the steel industry, it is only a few that enjoy the benefit. The 
(lovernment may say that labour also enjoys a certain benefit, but every- 

i.odv knows, and my friend, Mr. Kabir-ud-Din iVlimed, who is a member 

of the Indian Labour (Commission, will eoino to my rescue when I say 
this, that lahoiu* gets only swa'ated wages and that it does not g^‘t an\ thing 
much. What is the use of giving prototition to these large concerns in 
Karachi, Okha and Aden? The number of workmen eniployerl in those 
works is limited to Jnmdit'ds. At oiui placi; in the Ki^port. tlu* Board 

have mentioned that the J3engal market could be supplied by the Madras 

process, hut they liave had no rime to go into the detaiU of the sources 
tlifii can supply the Bengal market. On the East coast thf\v re‘oom- 
nieiul that, before (iovermmuit (-oiue to any decision, they ought to avail 
tliemselves of opportunities for investigating the sources ox salt supply 
that are -at presoul, available <ir are |)()ssihle on the B:\st coast. 1 was 
talking only yesterday to my friend, Mr. Oovinda’ Reddy, who is him.-^olf 
a salt producer, and who has a salt pan of To acres from which he manu- 
iaclurc's salt to the extent of 40,000 maunds ]>er annum. If 40.000 maunds 
of salt can be produced witli a farm of 75 acres, I think that system can 
again be revivaMl on the coasts id Orissa, Mulnapove and (.’iiitlagong, where, 
the system used to I'xist in the days of the East India 0oni[)an\, and 
wliieh was s(]\ieezed out of its existence by the administrative policy of 
the Ih'nga! Oovenimcnt. It has been ('‘mtencled. the Honoui-ahli' flu' 
Finance ^^•emher’s nri'decensor said it, that tlie Ea^t rive/s are 

discharging too much water into the Bay of Bongc.l and so the water 
of the Bay of ]3engrd has become loc;^ sa.line. hut {h.e East used to 

produce salt a hundred years ago, Thai point has been contesti'd oii 
the rl(X)r of this House and I still contest it. India is a coinitry wherc 
tho wagi's of labour are not, and cannot he, as high as is prevalent in 
England. There is no occupation for millions of people on the coasts 
in summer time. If those agricultural populations find an occupation for 
four to six months in the year by manufacturing salt. T think that would 
he a. very welcome change. My TTonournhlc friend is in charge of the 
Finance Department and he knows that the economic condition of India 
IS very distressing and he has invited a gentleman. Sir SaVor, 

f^om the League of Nations to pivc him advice as to ho'*" form an 



210 


LEGlSLATIVIfi ASSEMBLY. 


[2GTn Jan. lOBl. 


[Mr. B. Das.; 

Econoriiic Board in India. Jf that be so. 1 think that every avenue for 
improving the economic condition of these people should^ be explored. 
1 have very often expressed it on the tioor of tliis House, and I again 
say it, that in Orissa in 1803 the Government of Bengal stopped the 
manufacture of salt and soon tifltr that great disastrous famine of 1865- 
1866 ilesticned lialf the 2 x>|Hilation of the coastal districts of Orissa. If 
salt manufacture had not been sto2)ped this disaster would not have 
happened in Orissa. 

Now. Sir, I welcome this Committee on which there will be the Finance 
Meiiiber and other .Members of this Assembly. They ought to yee whether 
they can make India self-supporting by the establisliment of large manu- 
faeturiiig iiiduslries. winch will receive a certain system of protection 
and bounty from (iovernment, or whether they will ])ermit the coastal 
people to niannfaeture salt, which they weiv able to manufacture in the 
days of tile Fast India Conifiany, and the (jnestion is whether the Gov- 
ernment. as long as they have got the present system of duties, cannot 
adopt an effective system of duties and protection by which they can 
maintain their excise duties and yet coastal people can make salt all 
over. Sii*. we are not blind to the demand of millions of people in the 
country that the salt duty ought to be abolished and that people should 
be able to manufacture salt without any prevention fiom (lovernment. 
W’ell that is a point which, though I have got ti good deal of sympathy 
with the pe<)|)l(‘ who hold that view, 1 cannot support at present he.craise 
owing to financial difliculties the (Tovernment must be carried on. (Hear, 
hear.) Whether it is the Government of my Honourable friend, Sir 
George Schuster, or wdiether it is the Government drawn from those who 
are at present sitting in or abstaining from this House, Govormnent must 
be carried on (Hear, hear), and at present I arn not in a position to 
advise the Government completely to abolish a tax wdiieh brings them 
six crores of rupees. Yet T think the members of the Coinmittec and the 
Government of India should boar in mind that the time is coming when 
the future Government in India should take steps to abolish the salt 
duty. If that be so, any system of protection that this Gomniittee should 
recommend should not be only meant for tlie Bornbfiv capitalists so that 
their bank balances may grow and the Honourable the Finance Member 
may get a little extra money from the income-taxes; hnt wt have fo see that 
the masses do benefit; and the coastal regions of India ar(‘ so large, 
especially tliose of TMadras, Orissa and Bengal, tliat these people can get 
a subsidiary income wn’tliont ‘Uiy detriment lo llm GnvnrnnKMil rt'venne 
if the Government be only prepared to allow' them 2 annas or 4 annas 
as protection or as a bounty. In fact I tliink in one placf' the Tariff Board 
have recommended a system of bounties; but any bounty that will 
go onlv to the big manufacturers I fear T shall strongly oppose, and T 
say this House w’ould stultify itself if it ahvays supports capitalists and 
capitalist- interests and never looks to the interests of the masses. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (T'^nifed Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham- 
madan Bural) : Sir, T thank the Honourable the Finance Member for taking 
immediate stops in carrying out the recommendations of the Tariff Board 
on the salt industry, a question so important to this country, and I also 
join inv friend, Mr. B. Das, in thanking him for giving us the opportunity 
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to discuss the Hoport. A few weeks ago I approached the Government 
and asked them whether they could give us an opportunity to discuss the 
Tariff Eeport in connection with the hides cess. I am still waiting for 
the reply and I hope with my friend, Mr. B. Das, that the Honourable 
Sir George Rainy will see his way to give us an opportunity to discuss 
that Report, and follow the good precedent initiated by Sir George 
Schuster. Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member has given some figures 
regarding the import of - salt into this country. I put these figures in 
rupees. He gave his figures in tons. We import every year Rs. 175 lakhs 
worth of salt from other countries out of which Rs. 148 lakhs worth are 
consumed by Bengal. The supply of salt consumed by Bengal is the 
important problem for us. The first question that wo have to consider 
is whether we can produce in this country the amount of salt which we 
import from outside. Now this question is answered by the Salt Com- 
mittee and they say: 

**We find therefore that salt of a quality suitable for consumption in the fiengal 
market can be manufactured by solar evaporation in any part of India where a brine 
supply is available either from the sea or from subsoil sources.** 

Now they have given the verdict that the amount of salt necessary for 
consumption in this country can be produced in this country. I, Sir, 
go one step further and say that all the salt required for consumption in 
Bengal can be produced in Bengal, and I entirely support the remarks 
made by my predecessor. In support of my remarks I will just quote 
the evidence recorded about a century ago before "a Select Committee of 
the House of Lords. The Honourable Andrew Ramsay, an employee 
of the East Indian Company, in his evidence before the 18S0 Select Com^ 
mittee of the House of Lords, showed that there w’as a lot to be said in 
its favour. The first question put by the Select Committee was, “What 
IS the quality of the salt: is it refined?”. He said, “No, it is not refined j 
it only undergoes one boiling”. That is about the Bengal salt. The 
second question was, “Is it to be compared to the salt eaten in this 
country?”. His replv was, “I think it is very far superior”. The next 
question was, “In what respects?”. The reply was, “It is not so bitter 
as the English salt”. The next question was, “Are the crystals large?” 
The reply was, “It is very fine: it is not in crystals at all”. Now this was 
the evidence given about Bengal salt a century ago. If, then, Bengal 
could produce the salt necessary for her consumption a eentur\' ago, I see 
no reason why the province should not go ahead and begin to produce 
again the salt which the people require today. Of course, I do not want 
to go into the history of salt manufacture during the last century, but 
it is plain enough that steps were taken from time to time by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the interests of the manufacturers at home. Now at 
one time the proportion of the salt imported from England into India 
was 85 per cent, in favour of England; that is, out of Ihe total amount 
imported, England contributed 85 per cent., hut during the last 50 years, 
other countries have come into the field and England is now importing 
only 15 per cent. : Spain, Germany and other countries are now importing 
more salt into India than the United Kingdom. Therefore, it is very 
important, that we should take immediate steps to produce now the salt 
necessary for our consumption in this country, and not only this, but wo 
should go one step further and try to export salt to other eountrios which 
don't possess natural resources for prcHliieing salt. Now the argument was 
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brought forward some years ago that Bengal wanted a special type of salt 
wliicli could not be produced there. Now this argument was i)romineutly 
in the mind of tlie persons who (iarried on the recent investigation, and 
presumably in the interests of capitalists in pombay. They say that 
Bengal wanted salt of a particular type which could not be produced except 
in a particular manner and in particular localities. I say Bengal wants 
salt, Bengal wants good salt and Bengal wants cheap salt; and as regards 
the shade of the colour, I think that is immaterial, as long as salt is 
cheap . and is not poisonous, I think Bengal would be always willing to 
purchase it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr: They want white salt. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: As regards the question of whiteness, it is 
very difiTicult- to define because there are so many shades of whiteness find 
it is very difficult to lay down the shade of whiteness that Bengal 
desires. i 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Try to get a refinery. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Bengal used to produce a large quantity of salt 
by the crude Molunghee process, and if the same process may be revived 
and started again then there is no reason why they should not be able to 
produce the amount of salt which th^ require. The Govern- 
mcnt of India recently instituted an Enquiry Committee. We 
are thankful for this enquiry, but at the same time, it is not desirable to 
spend large sums of money on this Enquiry Committee. A salt expert 
was engaged on a salary, which we can hardly believe to be true; ho was 
engaged on a salary much greater than the salary of a High Court Judge. 
The salt expert was engaged on a' salary of Bs. 5,000 a month to find 
out what particular quality of salt would be necessary for the benefit of 
Bengal. New had this money been given in the shape of bounty t*^ 
srnnll firms and to those persons who'carry on cottage industries in Bengal, 
then it would liave been more usefully employed and probjibly the iudii.^try 
ill .Bengal would soon be able to stand on its own legs. 

Sir, the province of Sind, we know, is a very neglected province; even 
in matters of salt manufacture it is neglected- Wc find that a great 
injustice has been done to the province of Sind- In 1847, Lieuienant 
Burke said that there was a very good salt bed on the . left bank of the 
Indus, which was 20 miles long and 15 miles wide, but .no special step 
was ever taken by the Government of India to get salt from this, source 
or fio tap this particular place where salt could easily be. produced. Sir, 
the Salt Enquiry Committee has also drawn our attention to the abundance 
in the supply of salt in Northern India. In the division of Agra, we 
have got a large number of places where salt could be produced from 
Reh. In Reh, we find several things mixed up; Nitrates are mixed up 
with various forms of -chlorides and at one time thi.s w^as a very prosper- 
ous industry in the United Provinces. .But on account of the policy ct 
the Government of India in monopolising salt manufacture, the trade has 
practically disappeared. If only the Government would leave us aljne 
and would encourage private individuals to carry on their indigenous 
industries as they^ had been carrying on about thirty years ago, the whole 
difficnltv would disappear. We do. not want many enquiries, we do iivit 
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want many committees, but we simply want the people to be left alone 
80 that they may carry on the manufacture of salt in the way in which 
they lia<l been carrying on from generation to generation during the last 
3,000 years. 

Sir, the next point to which 1 should like to draw the attention of the 
House is the recommendation, for the creation of this Marketing Board, 
made by the Tariff Board. I am glad that the Honourable the Finance 
Member did not approve of Government control of this Board, but I am 
very much afraid that if a commercial Board of this kind is established, it 
will monopolise the sale of salt in the same way as the petrol guild is regu- 
lating the sale of petrol. The prices will be put up by this Marketing 
Board and all the poor consumers will practically suffer. 'J'be example 
of the monopoly of petrol which is before us should serve as a guide for 
us and we should not take any further risks and should not create any 
Board of the type recommended by the Indian Tariff Board. Sir, the one 
thing in which the Government can really help the salt industiy in this 
country is this. The Government may give facilities for carrying salt 
from one place to another place. If the railway authorities would come 
forward and cheapen the freights for carrying salt from one place to 
another, then this industry wnll very much revive. The Tariff Board 
mentioned iJiat several railway companies, such as the B. B. aud C. I., 
the G. I. P, and the E. I., M’ere willing to reduce their freights to ’1 
pie pt!r mile only between two particular places, that is from Khewra to 
Calcutta, bub if this can be further reduced, which I think it is possible 
foi* them to do, then, it will be a great help for this industry. There 
are two points whicli 1 should like to mention and perhaps the Hallway 
Board may sec their way to reduce their freight still further. The one 
is that they send their coal from Dhanbad to various parts of India and 
many wagons return empty to the colliery from their places of destination. 
Now, if these wagons may be utilised to bring salt, the Kailway without 
any loss will be able to cheapen their rates still further. The second 
point is lliis. The railway authorities also have repeatedly said that in 
traffic there are seasons of slackness. If special reduced rates are adopted 
during the seasons of slackness, then it is quite possible that produceis 
may be able to convey the salt during this season to places where salt 
is consumed. Witli these few remarks, I beg to support the appointment 
of a committee. 

Mr. B. N. Misra (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, now- 
a-days, the trend of thought has advanced in such a way that we always 
think of scientific methods, machines and engines. But we forgeo that 
hand-made-engines are nothing in comparison with the natural engines 
that wo have got. On the Orissa coast, particularly, I am aware that 
throughout the coast, salt was manufactured to such an extent that a 
great lusloriMii; Mr. Steiiling, stated that, in tlic year 1822, the revenue 
from salt was 18 lakhs of rupees, and the time has come now when we 
do not get even one pice worth of salt from oiu* own sea or from the Lake 
Chilka. These wore the natural sources from which we were getting salt 
and the rich people then were only those who had industries in salt, or 
what they called nimak. They were the only people who wore doing it. 
Then science had not advanced so much as it has today. This must be 
said to the discredit of the East India Company. Though the coast of 
Orissa was only conquered in 1803 and there was then perhaps no proper 

f2 



214 


LilGiSLATlVB ASSEMBLY. 


[26th Jan. 


[Mr. B. N. Misra.J i 

control, salt was manufactured to such a large extent, that Orissa not 
only supplied its own needs, but supplied the needs of the Central Fio- 
vinces, Bihar and other provinces too. Then, what happened? With the 
advent of scientific arrangements, probably certain officials were put in 
there where salt was manufactured, or in places like the Chilka Lake. 
The officer who was sent there, instead of helping the proper manufacture 
of salt, instead of assisting the process, as one would have naturally 
expected him to do, instead of devising ways and means for increasing the 
production, instead of that, he managed to send a report to the efiect that 
there w^as no good production of salt there ; that it was not a proper place 
for the manufacture of salt, and so on, with the result that salt manufac- 
ture was stopped there. In those days there were no machines. Nothing 
but the sun — ^the great natural engine — ^was used in the manufacture of 
salt. Salt water used to enter the fields or the salt pans and the sun 
used tc; dry up the water and salt would settle on those very fields, and 
in this way salt was easily manufactured. By this process, they supplied 
salt to ail the provinces, and the revenue from salt was something like 
22 lakhs of rupees. From this you can very well imagine how much 
money could be earned by the people, and how much employment it gave 
to the coolies engaged in the process of manufacture of salt. With the 
stopping of the manufacture of salt, the people lost their employment. 
There was also a Kesolution in the Bihar and Orissa Council about this. 
The Go'S eminent said that science was a great boon, but the people think 
that it is such a boon that it kills all our enterprise, all oui- industries 
and manual labour. The Government think that salt must be scientifically 
produced and so they will not consent to revive our old method of manu- 
facturing salt. The Government think that they must have big machines 
and large sums of money to manufacture salt and without this eciuijnncnt 
they could not manufacture salt. Perhaps they then requested the Tata 
Company, who were managing their steel concern. They did not agree, 
and perhaps as no rich man or millionaire came forward, it was not done 
But it can be very easily done by any individuial or any villager if salt is 
permitted to be manufactured on the Orissa coast. But the scientific 
method of manufacturing salt, as is done in the case of Ijiverpool or 
Madras salt, requires great capital and also a great many machines. You 
want to encourage these scientific methods but not these natural methods. 
You want only artificial methods. That is why the salt industry has ircen 
killed in Orissa, and also I believe in many other places. The natural 
method has been killed perhaps on account of the commercial spirit and 
commcicial jealousy and not by allowing the natives of the soil lo manu- 
facture salt. But salt can be manufactured very easily, as was proved 
by the salt satyagrahis last year, wffio showed how it could be manu- 
factured without any detriment to the Government revenue and without 
any cost to the people. 

Sir, as a Committee is going to be appointed, I hope they will thoroughly 
examine not only the scientific method of manufacturing salt witli the aid 
of machinery, but the natural method as well, whether on the sea crapt 
or in the salt mines at Sambhar, where salt can be naturally manufactured. 
They sh uld also consider whether the stringent rules against salt manu- 
facture should not be abolished. It will also be of benefit to the Govern- 
ment because they will realise some duties and it will also be beneficial 
to the people. 
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Sir, I thank the Honourable the Finance Member for bringing this up for 
consideration and I hope the Committee will have both the methods 
in view. 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon (Sind : Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, 1 want 
to speak a few words on this motion because the speech of my Honourable 
friend Mr. Das might create some misunderstanding in this House. I come 
from a province which my Honourable friends say wants some sort of pro- 
tection. I want to tell my friend Mr. Das that Karachi only recently 
started this industry. 


Mr. B. Daa: 1 know it. 

ffeth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: And when they started this industry, the 
Calcutta market rate was between Es. 60 and Es. 75 per hundred maunds. 
Immediately the Karachi merchants began to transport their salt to 
Calcutta, these Eed Sea port concerns found that Karachi could compete 
with them easily and therefore they started to reduce their prices. From 
1915 they began to make lots of money from the Calcutta market. I think, 
before the war, the Calcutta price was between Es. 60 and Es. 65, and 
during the war they raised it to Es. 175. I have not got the figures but 
they did make lots of money. They have plenty of reserves at present and 
therefore they commenced to bring more salt into the Calcutta market and 
tried to compete with Karachi — not compete properly, but they tried with 
their reserve funds to ruin Karachi. Therefore the industry requires some 
sort of protection because these Eed Sea ports are, sending today large 
quantities of salt to Calcutta and will not allow Karachi to sell. There- 
fore the Karachi merchants requested Government to pay attention to it 
and give them proper protection, because we are Indian and the Eed Sea 
ports are not Indian. For this reason I support the motion of the 
Honourable the Finance Member. 


Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member wish to reply ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: No, Sir. I have nothing more 
to say in reply, 

Mr. President: The question is: 

‘*T?hat this Assembly do proceed to the election in such manner, as may be apnroved 
by the Honourable the President, of a Committee consisting of 10 Members of the 
Assembly to which shall be added two Members of the Assembly to be nominated by 
the Governor General for the purpose of considering the proposals contained in the 
Report of the Indian TarifE Board on the Salt Industry in India and makintr such 
recommendations in regard to them as they may think fit. One of the MemWi** 
nominated shall be the Chairman of the Committee.*’ ^lemueis so 


The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 
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Tlie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


JOLECTION OP MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

ROADS. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy (Secretary, Industries and Labour Department) : Sir, 
I move : 

“That this Aseoiribly do proceed to the election for the rest of the financial year 
1930-31, in .such method as may he approved by the Honourable the President, of six 
Mcinheis to serve on a Standing rommittee on Roads which will h© appointed by the 
Clovei'iioi’ (Icnerol in Council and the constitution and functions of which shall be as 
defined in tlie Resolution on Road Development adopted by the Assembly on the 4th 
Pehruary, 1930.” 

The need for (he election of this Committee arises. Sir, from the election 
of the new Legislative Assembly. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce 
a Bill flirt lier to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, for certain purposes,: 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN TEHRITOllIAL FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Seeretai'y) : I move for leave io introduce 
a Bill fiirtlier lo amend tlie Jndiaii Territorial Force Act, 1920, fora certain 
])iir}K)s(J. 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE ATWILFARY FOIK’E (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr, G. M. Young (Army Si eri iaiy) : Sir, 1 move for leave to introduce 
a Mill fuHher to aineiid the Auxiliary Force Ae(, 1020, for a certain purpose, 
^rhu motion was iidopted. 

Mr, G. M. Young: Sir, T inlrodiieu the Bill. 


the VrZAOAPATAM PORT BILL. 

(Mcnil)or for Oomniprcp, and Ttail- 

fnV il I • ^ "droduce a Bill (o make special provision 

for the administration ot the port of Vizagapatam, 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I introduce the Bill, 



THE INDIAN NAVAL ALMAMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, I move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to give effect in British India io ilio Treaty for the Limitation and 
Kediiction of Naval Armament. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE GOLD THBEAD INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the 
fostering and development of the gold thread industry in British India. 
The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE STEEL INDTSTHY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways): Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the 
modification of certain import duties relating to the fostering and devidop- 
mont of the steel industry in Britisli India. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

mie Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I move 

inoo ''7® ’ntroduec a Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 
lor a certain purpose. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


ELECTION OF MEAIBEBS' TO THE STANDTW COMMTTTrp nv 
EIMBTMAOE to the HEDTAZ, the SALT 
MITTEE. AND THE STANDINCx COMMITTEE OnS^S. 

^®sldent: T tmy infonn Members that nominations for the nnr- 
the Hodja? Sl^be r^d^ed t uJ “dv^'oTf to "if 

( 217 ) 
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Tuesday the 27th January, while nominations for the Salt Industry Com- 
mittee and the Standing Committee on Eoads will be received up to 12 
noon on Thursday ilie 29ih January, 1931. The election for the Standing 
Committee on Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz will be held in this Chamber on 
Wednesday the 28th January, while the elections for the Salt Industry Com- 
mittce and the .Standing Committee on Roads will take place on Monday 
the 2nd February, 1931. The elections will be conducted in accordance 
with tlic ])rincipio of proportional representation by means of the single 
transferable vote. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
27th January, 1931. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QL'SSTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Non-grant or a Holiday fob the General Election to Employees 
OF the Survey of India at Dehra Dun and Mussoobie. 

' 37. *Kttnwar Hajee Ismail All Khan: (a) Is it a fact that there was 

a general holiday in the United Provinces on 26th and 27th September 
1930, for general elections? 

(b) If the answer to part {a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
kindly inform the Assembly, why it w'aa not observed by the Survey of 
India in Dehra Dun and Mussoorie on 26th September 1930, when the 
Muhammadan election took place, and why the Muhammadan employees 
of the Survey of India were deprived from recording their votes, in the 
general election? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) is in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state why the instructions were not issued to the Survey of 
India to observe the holiday with the other United Provinces Government 
Departments ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The 

2t)th and 27th September, 1930, were declared as public holidays by the 
(lovernmont of the United Provinces. 

(b) and (fi). The offees of the Survey of India are under the Central 
riovc.rninent and do not necessarily observe the holidays sanctionril by 
the (roverninents of the provinces in which those oihccs are situated. The 
ollices of the Geodetic Uraneli, Survey of India, Dehra Dun, were, 
however, closed and every facility was allowed for voting. The olVices of 
the Survey of India at Mussoorie were closed on the 27th September. 
They are in close proximity to the Municipal Otlicc, which was the polling 
centre, and as polling began from 7 a.m., every employee had an- pie 
opportunity of reconliug liis vote on the way to office even on the- 20th 
Sepieniber;. 

Assault and Arrest of Members of a Jatua from the Gurukul Kanori 

University. 

38. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that about the first 
week of August last, a Jatha from Gurukul Kangri University with about 
J50 volunteers; while yiroceeding to lloorkeo was intercepted by the Military, 
and assaulted witli lathis, under orders of a Subadar-Major, in course of 
which about 120 persons received injuries, and volunteers including some 
ladies were also arrested, but all were subsequently released? 

(b) Under what law or authority did the Military act in this matter; 
and if they were in the wrong, what steps, if any, have been taken? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have called for the facts* from the 
TiOcal Government and will give the Honourable Member: the information 
in due course. 


( 219 ) 
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Closing of a Disfensaby for the Treatment of Congress Voluntbbrg 

AT Gharsadda. 

39. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that in Gharsadda (N. W. 
Frontier Province) a dispensrii^ was started by Dr. Khan Saheb, brother 
of Khan Saheb Abdul Guffar Khan, to render medical assis'tance to 
injured volunteers and other persons, but on or about the 5th August, 1930^ 
the Assistant Coniinissioner with the S'uperintendent of Police, arrived at 
the dispensary and served a notice under Sec. 144, Criminal Procedure 
Code, to close the dispensary, with the result that the injured volunteers 
who were in it had to be transferred to the Civil Hospital, from where 
they were turned out the lu'.xt day? 

Will G overnnieiit kindly lay on the table a copy of the order under 
section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, and also state why was all thia 
done ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: It is a Fact that a l)uilding for the 
ostensible purpose of a tem[K)rarv dispensary for pieketers was opeiuid at 
Chansadda by certain persons who sympathised with their activities. There 
is already a Tioeal Fund dispensary close to ('harsadda town, and as 
there was a likelihood that the new dispensary was intended to be used 
as f. focus for further anii-G<wernm(*nt demonstrations, and Ihevc was 
clearly no necessity for two dispensaries in the same locality, an order 
was issued under section 144, (/riminal l*roct‘dnre Code, for the closure of 
the temporary dispensary. Such closure was however rendered nimeces- 
sary by the fad- that the organisers agreed to send their friends to the 
ordinary hospital. When the alleged sufferers were examined by the Chief 
Medical Officer, it transpired that three persons only had sustained injuries 
sufficiently serious to justify their retention as in-patients. 'Fhe rcjuain- 
der wen therefore discharged. 

A (k>py of the order under section 144, Criminal Proeedmv Ccxlo, is 
laid oil the table. The circumstances under which it was considered 
necessary to issue the order arc as explained. 

Co/yy of order under flection m, f^riniinnj Procedure, Code, 

Whereas, information has been received that a timber yard or “Chapper” belong- 
ing to Mian Ashraf and Mian Akbur Shah of Pnmg close to Cliar.saddn village is 
being used ostensibly as a di.spensary for the purpose of treating persons for injuries 
received while picketting the liquor sliop in the Gharsadda Bazaar; 

and wherea.s (he continued existence of this dispensary will have the effect of en- 
courapiig other persons to disobey the T.,aw by picketting the liquor shop, and 
therefore likely to cause a distiirbiance of the public tranquility; 

and whereas, ample medical facilities provided by Ooverninent already exist in 
Charsadda at which free treatment can l>e readily obtained by anv person w'ho may 
at any time or for any cause be injured; ' 

and whereas, a state of unrest prevails in Charsadda Rub-Division at the present 
time, owing to the ille^l activities of those persons who are prompting the picketting 
of the liquor shop in Charsadda; r r 

Iherefore, I Captain O. L. Mallani, Sub-Divisional Magistrate. Char.sadda. here- 
n yard or “Chapper” belonging to Mian Ashraf and Mian 

Akbar Shah, shall not be used either by those persons or by any other members of the 
public as a disi^nsary or hospital for (he said purpose, for a period of two months 
from the date of this order. 

(Sd.) (J. L. MALLAM, Caflain, 

Suh Di cisionaJ .yogUfrafe. 


Chabsadba, 

The 5th August, 19S0. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


221 


Evacuation of Villages abound Peshawab* 

40. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that all villages within a 
radius of about 6 miles round Peshawar have been ordered to be evacuated 
by the villagers under martial law? If so, why; and has compensation 
been paid to the villagers; and if so, how much? Where have such 
villagers been settled? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: No such order has been issued. Sjr. The latter 
part of the question, therefore, does not arise. 

Number of Persons dealt with under the Prevention of Intimidation 

Ordinance. 

41. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: W'ill Government kindly state pro- 
vince by province the total number of persons dealt with under the Pre- 
vention of Intimidation Ordinat.ee, 19B0? 

Thi3 Honourable Sir James Orerar: T have only approximate figures of 
the number convicted under the Ordinance. 

I lay a statement on the table. 


Statement. 


Province. 

1 


Madras 

Bombay 

Bengal ...... 

United Provinces .... 

Punjab 

Burma .....* 
Bihar and Orissa .... 
Central Provinces .... 

Assam 

North-West Frontier Province . 

Delhi 

Coorg 

Total 


Approximate 


number of persons 
convicted under 
the Prevention of 
Intimidation Ordi- 
nance, 1930, V of 
1030. 

2 

Date lip to which 
figures have been 
collected. 

3 

Ml. 

2,760 

; 18th 

• • 

November 

4,640 

j 1930. 
i 20th 

November 

2,719 

' 1930. 

: leth 

November 

1,191 

1930. 

17th 

November 

Ml 

: 1930. 

. . 

6,682 

3 1st October 1930. 

296 

1st 

November 

800 

1930. 

17th 

November 

135 

1930. 

31st October 1930. 

262 

19th 

November 


1030. 


19,475 


2 
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Date of Abbbst akd Detention of Lala Shankeb Lal and Maulana 

Abdulla. 

42. ^Mr. Oaya Prasad -Singh: Will Government kindly slate the date 
on which Lala Shanker Lal, President, Delhi Congress Committee, and 
Maulana Abdulla, Congress “Dictator", Delhi, were arrested in August, 
1930, and on what date were they first produced before any Magistrate? 
And where were they kept between the date of their arrest and their first 
production before a Magistrate? 

The Honourable Sdr James Orerar: Maulvi Abdulla and Lala Shanker 
Lal were arrested on the 2l8t and 23rd August last respectively. The 
foriner was produced before a Magistrate on the 23rd August and the 
latter on the 24th August. They were meanwhile kept in the judicial 
lock-up. 


Arrest of Gulam Mohammad and Abdul Warris. 

43. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that Gulam Mohamad 
Muhajir alias Aziz, who had proceeded to Kabul during the Hijrat move- 
ment, and his companion Abdul Warris, who returned from Kussia, after 
about 10 years, and were engaged in business connected with the firm 
named Eastern Tniding House and Mohamad Brothers, in Amritsar, were 
arrested and interned under orders of the Government of India in August 
last? If so, under what charge, and what is the evidence in support of 
the charge, if any? And why were they not prosecuted under the ordi- 
nary law? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Gulam Mahomed Aziz and Abdul 
WoTiis have been placed under restraint under llegulation HI. Govern- 
ment were fully satisfied, on grounds which it would not be in the 
'public interest to divulge, that they were involved in communist and 
revolutionary activities of a very dangerous character. 

Withholding of a Portion of the Grant made to the Benares Hindu 

University. 

. 44. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that out of the 15 lakhs 
of rupees which was sanctioned for grant to the Benares Hindu University, 
•lls. 5 lakhs were paid as the first instalment, but the second instalment 
of 11s. 5 lakhs whicli should have been paid in May last has not yet been 
paid; but a C. I. D. Officer was deputed to enquire into its affairs? Has 
the second instalment been yet paid to the University? Can a copy 
of the report of the C. I. D. or any other officer deputed be placed on 
the table; and will Government kindly make a statement on this subject? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl4-Husain : A non-recur- 
rlng grant of Bs. 15 lakhs, payable in three instalments, viz., Bs. 3 lakhs 
in 1929-BD, and Bs. 6 lakhs in each of the years 1980-31 and 1931-82, was 
sanctioned in 1929, for the Benares Hindu University. The first instal- 
•mont w^as paid in September, 1929. The payment of the second instal- 
ment was deferred pending the receipt of certain information Which w^as 
called foi regarding the financial and general . administration of the 
University. Government have no information that a C. I. D. officer 
has been deputed to enquire into the affairs of the University, and con- 
‘ sequently have no such reports to place on the table. Government have 
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been as anxious as the Honourable Member to see the University flourish 
and serve the best educational interests of the great community for which 
it wap founded. 

'J’he information called for has been received and conside'^'ed. The 
flrst instalment of the annual recurring grant to the University will be 
paid now, and the second instalment in March next. The second instal- 
ment of the non-recurring grant will be paid as soon as the University 
authorities have satisfied Government that the stipulation in regard to 
reduction of indebtedness, which was 'laid down when the gi'ant was 
sanctioned, has been complied with. 

Dl*. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
mention the points on which he wjints the Benares University to 
satisfy the Government? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I have men- 
tiiTied it — stipulation in regard to the reduclion of indebtedness. 

Wireless Telephone Service between India and Encland, 

45. ^Mr. Ga^ Prasad* Singh: Has any wireless ’phone service been 

opened bet\vee.n India and England? If so, since when? Is it a private 
company, or State-owned? Has it cost. any money to the Indian revenues; 
if so, how much? . . 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: The answer to the first part of the question is in 
the negative. 'Fhe other parts do hot therefore arise. 

WITHHOLDIN(^ OF TELEGRAMS INQUIRING ABOUT THE HeaLTH OF PaNDIT 

Motilal Nehru. 

46. *Mr. Gaya Prasad’ Singh: Is it a fact that telegrams enquiring 
about the health of Pandit Motilal Nehru in September last, were inter- 
cepted, and not allowed to be delivered at Anand Bhawan, Allahabad? 
If so, how many of such telegrams .were withheld, and why? Has money 
been refunded to those who sent the telegrams? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: Y*ess three such telegrams were .stopped in the 
month of September, 1930, ' under proper authority. The c-hnrges 
recovered on the telegrams were not refunded to the senders. 

Listening in to Telephone Messages to and from the Congress Office, 

47. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Sin^: Is it a fact that some officers or other 
persons have been, or were, deputed to the Delhi Telephone Exchange 
Office to listen to all talks that take place on the ’phone between the 
Congress office, the Hindustan, Times, .the Arjun and the Tej offices, and 
certain Congressmen? If so, .under what law, and why? 

The Honourable Sit James Orerar: For’ reasons which I think the 
Honourable Member will appreciate, I am unable to give any information 
as to the occasions on which the police may, for detective purposes, 
have listened in. I am not aware of any provision of law which lenders 
such action illegal. 
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List of Delegates to the Round Table Confebbncb. 

48. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly place on the 
table a statement showing the names (and provinces) of those who actually 
attended the Round Table Conference in London; and also a list of those, 
who declined the invitation? What is the approximate expenditure in- 
curred up to date on this Conference? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I pla(*e on the table a list of dele- 
gates for British India who attended tht' Round Tabb' Conference, but T 
am unable to give the Honourable Member any information as regards the 
second part of his question. The expenditure incurred in India in con- 
nection with the Round Table Conference is approximately Rs. 
but no information is at ])resent available as to the expenditure incurred 
in England as Ihe charges will be finally adjiisti'd in tlu* Home Accounts. 

List of British India Delegates . 

Xamos. Ad(li‘o*«!^es in India. 

1. His Highness the Aga Khan. G.C.S.T., G.C.T.E., 

G.C.V.O. Bombay. 

2. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, K.G.T.E. • • Madras. 

3. Maulana Muhammad Ali* . . • • • Delhi. 

4. Dr. Bhim Ran Ramji Ambedkar .... Bombay. 

6. U Aung Thin, K.S.M. Mandalay. 

6. U Ba Pe . . . . . . • • Rangoon. 

7. Sri jut Chandradhar Barooah .... Jorhat. 

8. Mr. J. N. Basu . Calcutta. 

9. Sir Shah Nawaz Khan Ghulam Murtaza Khan 

Bhutto, C.I.E., O.B.E. ..... Larkana. 

10. Sir Hubert Carr Calcutta. 

11. Mr. C. Y. Chintamani ...... Allahabad. 

12. Captain Nawab Sir Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan 

of Chhitari, K.C.I.E., M.B.E. .... Lucknow. 

13. Maharajadhiraja Kameshwar Prasad Singh of 

Darbhanga ... ... * Darbhanga. 

14. Captain Raja Sher Muhammad Khan of Domeli • Jhelum. 

15. Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq ..... Calcutta, 

16. Mr. M. M. Ohn Ghine. . • • • . Rangoon. 

17. Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi Calcutta. 

18. Lt.-Col. H. A. J. Gidney, I.M.S. (retd.). • , Calcutta. 

19. Sir O. de Glanville, C.I.E., O.B.E. . • . Rangoon. 

20. Khan Bahadur Hafiz Hidayat Husain. • . Cawnpore. 

21. Mr, Bhaskarrao Vithojirao Jadhav . • . Bombay. 

22. Mr. M. R. Jayakar Bombay- 

23. Sir Cowasji Jeliangir (Junior), K.C.I.IC., O.B.E. Bombay. 

24. Mr. M. A. Jinnah • . .... Bombay. 

26. Mr. T. F. Gavin Jones. . . • , . Cawnpore. 

26. Mr. N. M. Joshi, C.I.E Bombay. 

27. Dr. Narondra Nath Law ..... Calcutta. 

28. Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. K.C.S.I., 

K.C.I.E., C.B.E. . .... . Poona. 

* Died — 4th January, 1931. 
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List of British India i>e{egfaf6«— contd* 

I 

Names. Addresses in India* 

29. Sir Provash Chandra Mittor, Kt., C.I.E. • • Calcutta. 

30. Mr. H. P. Mody .•••••• Bombay. 

31. Dr. B. S. Moonje Nagpur. 

32. Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliyar Avargal . Madras. 

3.3. Nawab 8ir Abdul Qaiyum Khan, K.C.l.E. • Peshawar. 

34. Diwan Bahadur Raja Naren(]ra Nath • • • Lahore. 

35. Rao Bahadur A. "W Pannirselvam . . . 'Panjore. 

36. Raja Sri Sri Sri Krishna Cliandra ^Cajapati 

Narayana Deo, Raja of Parlakimedi . . Parlakimedi, Oanjam Diet. 

37. Rao Bahadur Sir Annopu Parasiiramda^ Patro 

Garu, Kt Madras. 

38. Mr. K. T. Paul, O.B.K Salem. 

39. Sir Ghu lam Hussain Hida 3 'atullah, Kt. , . Bomba.y. 

40. Diwan Bahadur M. Rama Chandra Rao • . Kllore. West Godavari 

District. 

41. Mr. B. Shiva Rao ...••• Madras. 

42. Sir Saiyid Sultan Ahmed Patna. 

43. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, K.C.S.I.". . . , Allahabad. 

44. Sir Muhammad Shafi, K.C.S.I., C.I.E. . , . Lahore. 

45. Sardar Sampuran Singh Lyallpur. 

46. Right Hon*ble Srinivasa Sastri, C.H. . . • Madras. 

47. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, K.C.I.E. • • . Bombay. 

48. Rai Bahadur Kunwar Bisheshwar Dayal Seth • Biswan, District Sitapur. 

49. Sir Pheroze C. Sethna, O.B.E Bombay. 

-60. Dr. Shafa’at Ahmad Khan .... Allahabad. 

61. Mrs. Shah Nawaz ...... Lahore. 

62. M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur Srinivasan Avargal • Poonamallo Cantonment, 

Chingleput District. 

53. Mrs. Subbarayan Madras. 

64. Mr. Shripad Balwant Tambe .... Nagpur. 

66. Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh '. . • Mian Channu, District 

Multan. 

66. Sir C. E. Wood Madras. 

67. Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan . . • • . Lahore. 


Circular re Application of the Sarda Marriage Act. 

49. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Have Government issued any circular 
to the Local Governments, regarding the application of the Sarda Marriage 
Act? If so, what is its purport, and can a copy be laid on the table? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The answer to the iirst part of the 
question is in the affinuative. The purport of the communication was 
that the Act. on coming into operation, should be administered with due 
care and discretion. The communication was confidential and I regret that 
I am unable to lay it on the table. 
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VAIiUE 07 PbOFBBTIBS TAKEN POSSESSION OF TTNDEB THE UNLAWFUL ASSO* 

OIATION ObDINANOE. 

•f 

50. '''Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will QoverniQent kindly place on the 
table a statement showing se’parately for dilferent provinces, an approxi- 
mate value of moveable and itnmoveablc properties taken possession of by 
Government, under the Unlawful* Association ‘Ordinance, 1930, and the 
way of the disposal of such properties? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The information is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Detention at the Allahabad Post Office of Packets of the Bhavishya^ 

51. ^Mr. Gaya Fr^^ad Singh: Is it a fact that about 22,000 copies 
of the first issue of the Blutvishija, a Hindi weekly of Allahabad were 
detained in the Allahabad* Po»t. Office, on or about the 3rd October, 1930; 
but the packets were released an or about the 14th October, for despatch? 
If so, why, and under whose orders were they detained, and subsequently 
released? Do Government propose to inquire into this matter, and take 
steps to prevent a recurrence of suoh interference? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy: The Postmaster, Allahabad, acted imdtr section 27 
Pi (1) of the Indian Post Office Act, but as nt)tlce has betai given, on behalf 
of the Editor, Printer and Publisher of the Bhumaluja of his inleulion to 
file a suit in the event of Gervernment declining to pay a stated sum as 
damages, (jovernment regret that they are iinable to give any further 
information in regard to a. matter which may very shortly come under 
adjudication by a court of law. 


Increase of the Pay of Railway Subordinates. 

52. *Mr. G. S. Banga Iyer: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they are aware of the discontent among the subordinate employees in 
the Indian railways regarding t^he insufficiency of their pay? 

(b) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of a general 
increase of the scale of ’pay of .tlie railway subordinate employees? 

The Honourable Sir George Bamy:.(a) Government have been aware 
for some' time past that there, has, beep, on particular railways, discontent 
in regard to the rates of pay of the lowest paid establishments. During 
the last two years the question of improving the scales of pay of these 
classes of establishments has been systematically examined and revised 
rates have been introduced on certain railways. As regards the rest of the 
subordinate establishments, representations have been received from, or 
on behalf of, individual classes of subordinate, employees, but ilovcrnment} 
are not aware of any general discontent among them regarding the in* 
sufficiency of their pay. 

The reduction in the cost of living lirought about by the serious fall in 
prices must i?! fact have benefited all classes of subordinate establish- 
ments. 

(b) Government arc not prepared to consider a general increase in the 
pay of the subordinate railway employees. It is proposed, however, to. 
make an investigation into the suitability of the existing rates \vit?\ a view 
to making such revision as may be desirable and feasible. 
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Mr. O. S. Banga lyes: Will Government be pleased to consider the 
desirability of appointing a Commission of Inquiry to go into the grievances 
of the subordinate employees on the Indian Bailways? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir; 1 do not think that any case 
for a Committee of Inquiry has been made out. The Kailway Board dur- 
ing the last two years have been examining not only questions of pay bub 
all the questions which have been represented by the Bail way men’s Feder- 
ation, and a procedure has been established by which half-yearly meetings 
are held, when all these subjects 'are discussed between the deputation 
from the Federation and the Members of the Railway Board. I think 
that procedure is working well, and I do not think that we should make 
any more rapid progress by a Committee of Inquiry. 


Representations made by Strikers on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 

63. *Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state {d) 
whether any re])resentations have been made to them on behalf of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway strikers, (b) the nature and terms of the said 
representations, and (c) the result of those representations? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c). A copy of Railway Board’s letter No. 2r)9-L., dated 24th 
December, 1930, which states the representations made by the All-India 
Railwaymen s Federation, and the action taken by the Railway Board, has 
h«cn plac*i‘d in the Tjihrarv of the House, and T am sending a copy to the 
Honourable Member. 


Railway Station Facilities at Bltnor. 

54. *Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: (a) Has the attention of Government, 
been drawn to the following observations of His Excellency Sir George 
Lambert, the Governor of the United Provinces, at Bijnor as reported in 
the Leader, dated December, 13th (page 13): 

“(Railway) Station facilities will come when the line begins to pay its 
way”? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether the United Provinces 
Government have made any representations to the Government of India 
regarding the lack of -station facilities at Bijnor?* 

(c) Are Government aware that during the Ganges mela, thousands of 
pilgrims go to the Bijnor District every year? 

(d) Are Government aware that in Gunj (District Bijnor) are the 
famous pilgrim centres such as “Vidur Kuti'* mentioned in Mahabhnrata? 

(e) Do Government propose to . take steps to give sufficient publicity 
to the fact that District Bijnor contains such important pilgrim centres 
and sabred places like Vidvr Kuti, Tape Van, etc.? 

(/) Have Government considered the question of improving railway 
station facilities in Bijnor as early as practicable? 
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Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

id) Yes. 

(e) Steps will be taken by the East Indian Railway Administration to 
advertise such sacred places in the Bijnor District as are not purely of 
local interest. 

(7) Tile (jucstion of providing additional facilities will be considered as 
funds become available. 

Number of Persons convicted for Political Offences. 

55. *Mr. 0. S. Bangs lyer: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to Reuter s telegram daijed London, November 3rd, 1930, 
apropos the Secretary of State for India having “circulated figures showing 
that the number of persons convicted of offences not involving violence 
committed in connexion with political movements who wxtc in jails in 
India totalled twenty-three thousand one hundred and thirty-six” and that 
the date of the returns varied from province to province, but it vvas generally 
about the end of August? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of persons 
convicted of offences not involving violence up to the present date? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the toial number of Political 
prisoners “convicted of offences involving violence” till today? 

(d) Will Government be further pleased to state the total number of 
prisoners released after their having tendered apologies or given undertakings 
not to take part in pclitical movements? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (e) Yes. 

(b) and (d). Two statements are laid on the table. The first of these 
relates to figures of persons convicted of offences in connection with the 
civil disobedience movement whether involving violence or not. 

(c) 1 am not sure to what class of prisoners the Honourable Member is 
referring. If he desires figures of persons convicted of offences in further- 
ance c:f the terrorist movement, I will send him the information as socn 
as it has been collected. 


Sidtement showing the number of persons sentenced to imprisonment from 6th April 1959 
to 31st December 1930 (as reported by Local Governments) for offences connected with 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. 


Madras 3,998 

Bombav 9,732 

Bengar 11,463 

United Provinces 7,606 

Punjab 3,661 

Burma .......... 

Bihar and Orissa 10,899 

Central Provinces 3.861 

Assam 1,089 

North-West Frontier Province 761 

Coorg 6 

Delhi 1,073 


64,049 
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4 showitxg number of persons {conmctid or under trial) released on giving apology 
up to the end of December^ 1930. 

Madras •••••••••• 1,304 

Bombay ( 409 

Bengal 3,033* 

United Provincee 2,299 

Punjab . . 961 

Burma 

Bihar and Orissa • ' . . • • . . . 1,612 

Central Provinces 82H 

Assam ^ 138 

North-West Frontier Province ...... 438 

Coorg 

Delhi 181 


11,263 


* The figures are up to 2l8t Deceiubcr 19:h). 


Decline of British Trade with India. 

56. ^Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: {a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the statement of the Secretary of State in the House of 
Commons on November 3rd, 1930, that the hgures of British trade with 
India showed that the ('xports to India in July, August and September, 
1930, for commodities representing 70 per cent, of the total trade amounted 
to £2,720,000, £2,027,000 and £1,491,000 respectively, compared with 

£4,611,000, £4,714,0(X) and £3,728,000 in the corresponding months of 
1929? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to give the comparative figures for the 
subsequent period, namely, for October, November- and December? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have explored 
the causes of this decline? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) is “Yes’', what is the result of the ex- 
ploration ? 

. -(e) If the answer to part (<’) is in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether they intend to appoint a committee of enquiry? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes. 

(b) Figures strictly comparable with those given by the Secretary of 
State cannot be supplied, but a statement is laid on the table showing 
comparative figures of the total’ trade between India and the United King- 
dom during July to November of this and last year. Figures for Decem- 
ber, 1930, art; not yet available. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The decline in India’s trade with the United Kingdom, as with 
other foreign markets, is attribut.-iblc generally to the existing world trade 
depression, the heavy and universal slump in prices of commoditie.s and 
tne disturbed political conditions in India. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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StaUment showing the trade between India and the United Kingdom, 


Imports into India. (• Exports from' India . 


Months. 


1930. 

1929. 

* 19 : 10 . 

1929. 




! (000) 

(000) 

(000) 

(000) 

July . 

• 

• 

. Rs. 6,22.07 

i 

£3,916 

Rs. 8,03,72 
or 

£6,028 

Rs. 6,08,16 
or 

£4,561 

Rs. 5,36,82 
or 

£4,019 

A llgllHt 

• 

• 

. 'Ks. 6.30,70 

i 

£3,080 

Rs. 8,46,63 
or 

£6,350 

Rs. 6,08,77 
or 

£3.816 

Rs. 7,68.00 
or 

£5,685 

September . 

• 

• 

. : Rs. 8,93,63 

or 

£2,952 

Rs. 8,22,28 
or 

£6.167 

Rs. 6,<'6,88 
or 

£3,795 

Rs. 6,43,00 
or 

£4,823 

October 

• 

• 

. 4,37,77 j 

or 

£8,283 

Rs. 8,09,97 
or 

£6.075 

Rs. 4,98,78 
or 

£3,741 

Rs. 7,80,22 
or 

£5,852 

November 

• 

• 

. • Rs. 4,06,82 

1 or 

£3,044 

Rs. 8,82,30 
or 

1 £6,617 

Rs. 4,50,02 
or 

£3,375 1 

Rs. 7,61,46 
or 

j £6,711 


The Indian Problem in Kenya. 

57, ♦Mr, 0. S. Ranga Iyer: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the statement of the Secretary of State for India (November 3rd, 
1930), in the House of Commons that he was communicating with the 
Government of India with regard to the presentation of its views, to the 
Joint Committee of Parliament, relating to the Indian problem in Kenya? 

(h) Have Government communicated their views to the Secretary of 
State? If “yes’\ will Government be pleased to communicate them to 
this House ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) Yes. 

(h) Y’es. As regards the second part, I trust the Honourable Membet 
will excuse me if I cfinnot comply with his wishes. 

Mr. B. Das: Will the Honourable Member give us some idea what 
stage the position of the Indians in Kenya is at present? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir 7azl-i-Husain : Docs the 
Honourable Member wish that information with reference to the consti- 
tutional question or with reference to their position other than constitu- 
tioTial ? 

Mr. B. Das: There is only one question, and that is the position of 
equality of status of Indians in Kenya. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: The White 
Paper was published. That Paper still holds the field. The matter ia 
now in the hands of tlic Joint Committee which is sitting. In that Com- 
mittee evidence is being taken, and \vc have instructed our representa- 
tive to be ready to give evidence there when called upon to do so. 
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Grant of Pensions to Postal Porters and Runners. 

58. *Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state if 
their attention has been drawn to the resolution unanimously adopted at 
the Ninth Session of the United Provinces Provincial Postal and R. M. S. 
Conference held at Allahabad in October, 1930, urging upon the Govern- 
ment the granting of pensions of half-pay to the porters and runners of the 
Postal and R. M. S. Service and if so, whether they propose to grant them 
the same and if not, why not ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Yes, the resolution refers to all inferior servants of 
the Post Office and Railway Mail Service. The pensionary conditions of 
inferior servants of the Posts and Telegraphs Department are under exami- 
nation by Government. 

Inauguration of an Indian State Air Mail Service. 

59. ♦Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to make a 
statement regarding the inauguration of the Indian State Air Mail Service 
and matters connected therewith with reference to ; 

(а) the delay to inaugurate the said service and the causes for the 

same; and 

(б) what the expenses will be in connexion with the purchase of 

machines, building of aerodromes and the provision of other 
equipments ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Tlie delay in the inauguration of the Indian 
State Air Service has been due to a change of policy 'in regard to the 
type of aircraft to be used. 

(6) The construction of aerodromes on the route to be operated by the 
Indian State Air Service has already been completed. The amount to be 
|)V( vided in the coming Budget is still under discussion, and I must ask 
.nc Honourable Member to wait for figures until the Demands for Grants 
fire prepared. 

Refusal of Permission to Imperial Airways to run an Air Service 

IN India. 

60. *Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) if it is a fact that they refused to grant the Imperial Airways 
permission to run an air service in the country and if “yes**, 
why? 

(h) if their attention has been drawn to questions in Parliament 
criticising the refusal? 

(c] if any correspondence has passed between the Government of 

India and His Majesty’s Government? 

(d) if the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, to place the said 

correspondence on the table? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is considered that it woiUd not bo in the public interest to place 
the correspondence on the table. 
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Machines used for the Indian Air Mail Service. 

61. *Mr, 0. S. Banga Iyer: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(tt) if they have abandoned their original preference for small-sized 
machines in connexion with the Indian Air Mails and if “yes'* 
why? 

(h) if it is a fact that they had first preferred the use of small 
machines? 

(r) whether their confining the Indian State Air Mail Service to India 
only would not have necessitated the use of the larger 
machines? 

{(1) whether it is a fact that their undertaking to transport the 
trans- Indian service was responsible for the decision to use 
the bigger machine? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (b), (c) and (d). The original intention of the 
Gdveminent of India was to utilise aircraft of small carrying capacity for 
the Indian State Air Service and to undertake the carriage of mails only. 
They have, however, now decided to employ aircraft of greater capacity 
which will carry passengers, goods and mails in connection with the service 
from England to India. 

Delay in Inauguration of the Indian Air Mail Service. 

62. 0. S. Banga Iyer: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they are aware of the disappointment in England and India caused by 
the delay to inaugurate the Indian State Air Mail Service? 

(b) When will the said service be actually inaugurated? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) and (h). Eepresentations from various bodies in 
India urging the inauguration of the Indian State Air Service have been 
received from time to time. Government are in full sympathy with these 
representations and hope that, if the necessary funds can be made avail- 
able, the service will be inaugurated before the end of the next financial 
year. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are the Government providing some funds in 
the current Budget for this purpose? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: I think I have already said there were funds pro- 
vided in the Budget, but the policy was changed. I explained that in 
answer to a previous question by Mr. Ranga Iyer. 

Formation of a Separate Orissa Province. 

63. *Mr. B. N. Misra: (a) Are Government aware that both the Gov- 
ernments of Bihar and Orissa and Madras have suspended construction 
and other works in Orissa and Ganjam and cannot solve several other 
questions in their Provinces pending the question of the formation of a 
separate Province for Oriya-speaking tracts? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the earliest date by which they 
propose to appoint the Boundary Commission for the said purpose? 

(c) With reference to the reply given by Government to my starred 
question No. 133, in the last Simla session of Ihe Assemblv on the 16th 
July, 1930, regarding the formation of the Orissa Province, will Government 
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now be pleased to state the scope and nature of the inquiry to be made by 
the Boundary Commission or Committee for making a separate Province for 
Orissa and outlying Oriya-speaking tracts? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have no jnforma* 

tion on the subject. 

(b) and (c). In paragraph 21 of their despatch the Oovoniuieiit of 
India emphasized the need for the appointment of a boimdan Commis- 
sion at tlic earliest possible date, and for an expeditious solution of the 
problem. We have not yet received the decision of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment on this proposal and are therefore unable to give a categorical 
answer to the question. 

Inclusion of the Vizacjapatam Agency in thk Proposed Orissa 

Province. 

64. *Mr. B. N. Misra: (a) Are Government aware of the proceedings 
of the public meeting of the Oriyas in the Utkal Samaj Hall, Yi/agapatam^ 
on the 7th December, 1930, (i) deprecating the finding of the Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Simon Commission in not considering the question of includ- 
ing the Vizagapatam Agency (Jeypore) in the formation of the Orissa 
Province; and (ii) requesting the Government to entrust the case of Vizaga- 
j)atam Agency to the proposed Boundary Commission for the Oriya-speak- 
ing tracts? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether they intend to refer the case of the Vizagapatam 
Agency or Jeypore Oriyas to the Boundary Commission? 

(c) Are Government aware that there are several other outlying Oriya- 
speaking Tracts adjacent to Orissa proper besides what has been shown in 
the map attached to Vol. II of the Simon Commission’s Report? 

(d) Will all such questions, including the question of Khonds and 
Sa Yarns in those areas who have no written script and, who are being 
civilised and are receiving education through the medium of the Oriya 
language in Oriya schools, be referred to the Boundary Commission? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: {a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) and (d). I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I have 
given to question No. 63. 

(c) As far as Government are aware, the map is accurate within its 
limits, but it only purports to be a skeleton map. 

Extra Bounty paid on the Rails made by the Tata 
Iron and »Steel Company. 

66. •Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons 
that led them to allow Es. 20 per ton extra as bounty on Tata rails? 

(b) What is the extra money paid thus on Tata rails : 

(i) till the end of December, 1930; and 

(ii) that Government anticipate to pay till the end of March, 1931? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The attention of the Honourable 

Member is invited to the Commerce Department Resolution No. 260-T. 
(124), dated the Ist December 1930, which was published in the Gazette 
of India dated the 6th December, 1930. 



234 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[27th Jan. 1931. 


(6) Instiiictions for the additional payment of Bs. 20 per ton were 
issued to the Bailways only on. the 9th January. The extra payment till 
the end of March, 1931, is estimated at Bs. 17^ lakhs. 

Tonnage of Indian and Foreign Bails purchased in India. 

66. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the totmage 
of rails, with prices paid, purchased during the years 1927-28, 1928-29, 
1929-30 and 1930-31 (up to December 1930) : 

(i) of Indian manufacture, 

(ii) of foreign manufacture? 

(b) Do the above figures include rails purchased by Company-managed 
railways? If not, will Government be pleased to give figures of tonnage 
wdth prices for those railways for the above-mentioned years? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) On the information at present in the posses- 
sion of the Railway Board, the figures for which the Honourable Member 
asks are as follows : 

(i) That is, of Indian manufacture in 1927-28 182,608 tons at Bs. 1 10 a ton, 

1928- 29 59,646 „ „ Bs. 110 „ „ 

1929- 30 108, 071 „ „ Bs. 110, and 

8,688 at Bs. 120 a ton. 

1930- 31 92, 170 tons at Bs. 130 a ton. 

(ii) That is, of foreign manufacture in 1927-28 811 tons ; the price is not 

known. 

1928-29 10,000 tons ; 7,000 tons. 

were supplied at a rate of Rs. 134-4-0 landed in India. Hie price of the 
balance, w'hich was for the Buniia Railways, is not knowm. 

In 1929-30 . . . 754 tons ; the price is not khown. 

In I930'31 . . . 801 tons ; the price is not known. 

• If tlie Honourable Member wishes, I will ascertain for him the prices 
at which the small quantities of foreign rails purchased in 1927-28, 1929-39 
and 1930-31 and the balance of purchases in 1028-29 were obtained. 

(h) Tliese figures include rails purchased by Company-managed railways. 
T should exf)lain that the purchases of rails of foreign manufacture in 1928- 
20 were authorised owing to a strike in the works of tlio Tata Iron and 
Rieel (yornpaiiy, and those of tlie rails in 1929-30 and 1030-31 because they 
were of a non-standard section not rolled by the Tata Iron and Steel Com- 
pany. 

2. T have given the Honourable Member the information that can be 
derived from the records in the Railway Board^s ofliee, b(a*ause 1 expect 
he wnshes to have it as quickly as possible, but it may not be absolut(ily 
exact with regard to purchases of rails of foreign manufacture in the earlier 
years. Enquiries have been made from Railway Administrations on thife 
point and T will let the Honourable Member know if they result in any 
change in the figures. 

Extra Bounty paid on Rails made by the Tata 
Iro.j .^nd Steel Company. 

67. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if the Tata 
Iron and Steel Co. approached them for the further grant of protection to 
Tata rails before the Government decided to sanction the extra bounty ot 
•Rs. 20 per ton? 
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(b) Were Government approached also in the matter of reference to 
the Tariff Board for further protection of the Tata rails? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table all correspondence 
that passed between the Tata Iron and Steel Co. and themselves on the 
subject* 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Messrs. Tata Sons, Limited, 
requested the Government of India to place with the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company additional orders for rails for delivery during the current year 
and to agree to a revision of' the existing contract for rails in such a way 
as to increase the contract price. 

(b) No. 

(c) Tlie correspondence is laid on the table. 

Serial No. Letter from Messrs. Tata Sons, Limited, Agents, the Tata Iron 

AND Steel Company, Limited, No. G.-1092/30, dated the 12th/14th August 1930. 

We wish to lay before you the following statement of the position of the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company arising from the shortage of orders for rails and to request 
your careful consideration of the importan(t issues involved. 

2. In their Report dated the 14th December 1926 the Tariff Board estimated 
Dial the Steel Company would, during the seven years, 1st April 1927 to 31st March 
1934, receive orders for rails to an extent averaging, 195,000 tons per year. This 
\vas so much the largest item of the production estimated that the whole scheme 
for protection hinged very largely on the orders for rails.. As against the above 
estimate, the orders which have been placed with the Steel Company for rails have 
been as follows ; 

» Tons, 

1927- 28 183,267 

1928- 20 131,20.3 

1920-,30 120,670 

I93()-:il 88,406 

The above figures include all orders received for first class rails from all railways, 
engineering Hrins, etc., in India and no deduction has been made for rails which in 
1928-29 we agreed might be removed from our original order as a result of the labour 
troubles at Jamshedpur. 

3. It will be seen that the orders fall so far short of the estimate of the Tariff 
Board as very seriously to affect the adequacy of the scheme of protection. You will 
probably agree that there is no reason to believe that the orders to be placed during 
the remaining three years of the protection scheme will bring the average for the 
.'‘•even years even reasonably near the estimated average of 195,000 tons. We wish 
to call special attention (/i) to the statement towards the end of paragraph 109 of the 
T.iriff Boji-rd’s Report that “a reduction in the orders of rails by some 40.000 or 
50,000 tons would raise the cost of production by several rupees”, and {h) to the 
opinion expressed by the Railway Board in their letter of 25th September 1926 to the 
T.iriff Board (page 2 of Volume V of Report of Statutory Enquiry. 1926) that “it 
would not be unreasonable for the Tariff Board to assume for their purposes that 
about 200, (X)0 tons of rails will be required by Railways in India annually during 
the next five years”. While we realise that the above opinion was qualified by 
ifservations, the departure from the expectations based on it by the Tariff Board 
and the Steel Company has been so great a-5 to create an entirely new position. 

4. It was within the knowledge of the Tariff Board, when they made their re- 
commendations, that we should not, at any rate during the first few years of the 
scheme, be in a position to make good any shortage in rail manufacture by rolling 
other material. This arises from the nature of our equipment and although we hope 
that from about the middle of next year we may be in a position to roll larger 
nn antities of structural sections on our rail mill, w’e shall still continue to be seriously 
handicapped unless we receive orders for nearly 2(X),0(X) tons of rails. No in- 
crease of production during the remaining period of protection will of iteelf be able 
to make good the serious failure of the first four years. 


B 
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5. In these circumstances we regret that we are compelled to request the Bail- 
way Department : 

(a) to place with us immediately additional orders for rails for delivery ■ during 
the year ending 31st March, 1931, and to arrange that the orders for 
^ 1931*32 shall be not less than 200,000 tons; and 

® ) (^>) to agree to a revision of the seven years contract for rails dated the 16th Octo- 

ber, 1928. 



We deal with these two points in more detail below. 

6. The manufacture of all the rails for which we have up to the present received 
orders for the year 1930-31 will be finished during next month. It • will be im- 
possible, during the remainder of the year, to roll any subsUntial quantity of other 
sections on this mill. it will further be impossible for the Company to occupy 
tins mill fully on the manufacture of rails for stock to be supplied against the orders 
for 1931-32, as we have not the physical capacity for stocking six months’ normal 
output of rails. Such a procedure would in any event involve us in a heavy burden 
by locking up much capital and would only accentuivte the difficulty during 1931-32 
if the orders for that year did not exceed 200,000 tons. We, therefore, request 
that orders be given to the Steel Company, at a very early date, for the supply of 
at. least an additional 50,000 tons of rails during the current year and, later in the 
year, for not less than ^.000 tons for supply during 1931-32. 

7. The essential terms of the present rail contract were laid down at a time and 
in circumstances which left us with no practical alternative but to accept them in the 
hope that our expectation of receiving orders for about 200,000 tons a year would 
be fulfilled, at any rate, to a reasonable extent. All our requests for flexfbility in the 
important terms of the contract which might have benefited us were declined and 
we trust that, in view of the figures given above, you will agree that we have shown 
<»uv willingness to adhere to the contract as long as was possible by deferring any 
jipplicfition for its modification until the present time. We think that in view of 
the low demand for rails in (he past and of the uncertainty of the future demand 
the Railway Board should agree that the prices payable for the rails should vary 
with the quantity ordered. So far as we are able to ascertaip, the price of im- 
ported rails landed at an Indian port would, in normal conditions, be about Rs. 130 
per ton. We think it reasonable that this price should be paid for rails ordered 
from the Steel Company if the total orders received by the Company in one year do 
not exceed 120,000 tons. In the ascertainment of the quantity ordered from the 
Steel Company we should include all first class rails ordered by railways other than 
those who are parties to onr contract, with the Railways. We should be prepared 
to accept the contract price of Rs. 110 per ton if our total orders exceeded lft),000 
Ions, and we suggest that, for intermediate quantities, the prices should be as indi- 
cated in the table ])elow’ : 


'Potal orders booked in one year. 

Price per ton. 

Exceeding 180,000 tons .... . . 110 

Exceeding 160,000 but not exceeding 180,000 tons . . 11”» 

Exceeding 140,000 but not exceeding 160,000 tons . , 120 

Exceeding 120,000 but not exceeding 140,000 tons . . 125 

Not exceeding 120,000 tons 130 

r 8. You will realise that the shortage nf rail orders has also involved a shortage 

I of orders for fi-shplates. .As the quantities concerned arc so much smaller, we do 
cJ not propose to burden this letter with the figures, but you will realise that even a 
j small falling off in the Company’s earnings is of importance in the present circum- 
I stances. The Railways have' also failed to come up to the Tariff Board’s expecta- 
V tion in the matter of orders for steel sleepers which the Tariff Board anticipated would 
^ ( iverage 15,000 tons during the seven year.**, 1927-1934. Although we have aj^roach- 
cd all the Railways on the matter, the orders which we have been able to obtain have 
l een as follows : 

Tons. 


1027-28 

1928-59 

1029-30 

1930-31 


5,000 

Nih 

8,189 

m. 
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The result is that although we are in a position to make 20,000 tons of sleepers per 
jear, our sleeper plant is now out of operation; nor are we in a position, in the 
present state of the market, to roll into other products the steel which we could 
conveH into sleepers if orders were forthcoming. ^ 

9. We wish to emphasize the gravity of the position in which the Steel Coni- 
pany finds itself as a result of the breakdown of the scheme of protection. This 
breakdown is not confined to the items mentioned above. The present import J 
prices of some of the other kinds of steel are substantially below those on which c® 
the import duties were based. In addition, the proportion of our steel which we ^ 
have had to sell as non-standard steel, instead of as standard steel, is higher than was 
assumed by the Tariff Board, and, further the fall in demand during the last 
year or two in some of the up-country markets has seriously reduced the Company’s 
advantage below the figures which, sf» far as we can ascertain, were assumed by 
the Tariff Board. 

10. In the course of the enquiry we asked llie Tariff Board to make adequate 
allowance for the risk, which we considered might be serious, of labour tioubles con- 
sequent upon an attempt to achieve the reduction in the number of workmen at 
Jamshedpur which was pressed upon us by the Board. It is within your know- 
ledge that the fears which we expressed jiroved to be only too well founded and we 
need not elaborate the statement that the failure of the Tariff Board to make any 
allowance for this contingency has added very seriously to the Steel (Company’s 
difficulties. 

11. As a result of the inadequacy of the scheme of protection in the directions 
indicated above, not only has our present position become most serious but also 
we have not, during the last three years, been able, nor do we see any near pruspei:t 
of being able, to make that provision for future development by way of adequate 
improvement of our plant at Jamshedpur, on which all hopes of ultimately dis- 
pensing with protection rest. We have not been able to finance the New Develop- 
ment- Programme to the extent which we anlicipalocl and which was desirable for 
the future stability and the prospeiity of the industry, nor do we see any early pros- 
pect of resuming our programme on an adequate scale so long as the results fall so 
far short of those which the Tariff Board, Oovernment and the Legislature agreed 
were necessary for proper ])rogress. 

12. The failure, in .actual piactice, of the protection scheme t«) make adequate- 
provision for the development of the Steal Company’s plant has been accompanied 
by its even more conspicuous failure to provide for such a return on the capital 
invested in the Company ns the shareholders are entitled to expect and as the 
scheme was intended to yield. The result is that the .^Iiarebolders have to continue 
carrying an undue burden, in the foini of nnrenuinerative capital, in order to keep 
the industry alive and that the credit of the Company is weakened. And, what is 
of no less importance ir- llic national interest, no progress has been made in the direc- 
tion of encouraging the growth of the industry by the establishment of additional 
steel works in India. The inadequacy of protection since its inception in 1924 is 
best illustrated by the following figures of the total de])reciation which the Company 
lias been able to set aside and the dividends which it has been able to pay, compared 
with those aimed at by the 1924-— 27 schemes and by that now rnrrent. 


— 

Depreciation. j 

Dividends. 

Calculated 
'bv 'I'ariff 
Board. 

Actually 
set 
asi !e. 

Cah-ulate»l 
by Tariff 
Board. 

Actually 

pai<l. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

laklis. 

1924-27 

281 

199 

255 

70*9 

1927-29 

isr. 

95 

170 

50*5 

Total for ffve years . j 

4.37 

294 

426 

133-4 
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The dividends “calculated hy the Tariff Board*’ are taken at 8 per cent, on the 
Company’s actual capital of approximately Rs. lOi crores in preference, ordinary 
and deferred shares. It will be seen that the short fall in distribution of dividends 
has been very much greater than that in the allotment of depreciation, but that 
even if no dividends whatever had been paid for the five years and the money had 

been allotted to depreciation, the Company would not have been able to provide the 

amount for depreciation which was suggested in the Tariff Board Reports. 

13. Unless, therefore, Government finds itself able to give us immediate relief 

in the directions indicated in the earlier part of this letter, we fear that w'e shall 
have no alternative but immediately to request Government to grant additional 
protection either generally or by the exercise of the powers granted to the Governor 
General in Council in Clause 2 of Act No. Ill of 1927. We may indeed, in any 
event, find ourselves compelled to make such an application, but realising the un- 
desirability of any avoidable disturbance of trade conditions we wish first to utilize 

every other method of improving our position with the object of keeping to a 
niininium any additions to the protective import duties for which we may have to 
apply. 

14. In view of the importance and urgency of our request, we shall esteem it a 
favour if you will kindly grant us an opportunity of discussing the matter verbally 
with you at an early date. We shall be glad to be informed by telegram of a date 
which will be ctmvenienl to you. 


Serial Xo. i.— Letter to Messrs. Tata Sons, Limited, Bombay, No. 260 
T.(122), dated the 17th September 1930. 

I am directed to refer to your letter No. G. -1092/30. dated the 12th August 
1930 [in File No. 260-T.(122)J in which you represent that the orders placed with 
the Tata Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., for rails have for the last three years and for 
the current year fallen considerably short of the average quantity of 195,000 tons 
estimated by the Tariff Board in formulating tlie scheme of protection embodied 
in its Report regarding the Continuance of Protection to the Steel Industry, dated 
the 14th December 1926. In view of this shortage of orders for rails and its effect 
on the w’orking of the Company you request that additional orders for rails may be 
placed with the Company for delivery during the current year, that orders for not 
less than 200,000 tons of rails may be given for the year 1931-32 and that the 
contract for the supply of rails, dated the I6th October 1928, may be revised. 

2. In reply I am to say that the Government of India have carefully considered 
your application and have discussed the matter in all its bearing.s with representa- 
tives of the Board of Directors of the Tata Iron ar?d Steel Company, Ltd., on three 
occa.sions, namely, the 24th August and the 7th and 9th September. The Glovernment 
of India have learnt that in their repoi’t for tlie yeai- 1929-30 the Directors of the 
Company proposed to allot a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs to depreciation and to pay a 
dividend on the Second Preference Shares of the Company amounting to Rs. 23,40,000 
and odd, but they understand that yuur Directors will be willing to accept as a con- 
dition, if they receive an additional payment of Rs. 20 per ton on the quantity of 
rails oidered under the contract for the year 1950-31. that no dividend .shall be paid 
on the Second Preference Shares of the Company for the year 1929-30, and tliat of 
the sum of Rs. 23,40,000 and odd referred to above, the sum of Rs. 23 lakhs shall 
be added to the allot meiit for depreciation, making a. total allotment for depreciation 
of Rs. 73 lakhs, and that the balance of Rs. 40,000 and odd shall be added to the 
balance carried forward. 

3. I am now to communicate to y.'-iu the doci.sion of the Government of India on 
your application. The Government of India will make to the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company an additional payment of Rs. 20 on each ton of rails ordered from the 
Company under the contract for the year 1930-31 over and above the existing contract 
price of Rs. 110 per ton, making a total price per ton, of Rs. 130. This ])ayment 
will be made subject to the following conditions and stipulations : 

(i) The arrangement set fortli above is of a purely provisional character and 
is applicable solely to the current year’s orders for rails. 

(//) As regards the orders to be placed for rails against the requirements of 
future years, while the Government of India are prepared to recognise 
that some revision of the contract made with the Company for the supply 
of rails is equitable, they are not committed to the addition of Rs. 20 
per ton to the existing contract price of Rs. 110 per ton, except as a. 
maximum, nor to the application of the sliding scale of prices put 
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forward in paragraph 7 of your letter under reply, nor of any other 
scale of prices. Further, any proposal for tlie revision of the contract 
for the supply of rails for years subsequent to the year 1930-31 will be 
placed before the Indian Legislature, and before the Government can 
do this they will require to make a closer examination of certain aspects 
of the position. 

(Hi) The Directors shall allot for depreciation out of profits of the Company for 
the year 1929-30 a sum of not less than Rs. 72 lakhs and shall pay no 
dividend in respect of that year other than a dividend on the First Pre- 
ference Shares of the Company. 

(iv) The Directors shall engage that no Agents* commission shall be paid on 
so much of the Company’s receipts as are derived from the additional pay- 
ment of Rs. 20 per ton for rails. 

(f) Payment of the additional sum of Rs. 20 per ton for rails ordered during 
the current year will be paid only after receipt by the (Sovernment of 
India of evidence that conditions Nos. (/?/’) and (iv) have been satisfied. 

4. Finally, I am to explain that, while the only express condition now made as 
regards payment of Second Preference dividends is limited to dividends in respect of 
1929-30, the essential principle underlying this stipulation is that receipts from any 
payment above the contract ]>rice for rails should not be used either directly or in- 
directly to pay dividends on securities ranking after the First Preference Shares until 
full provision for depreciation has been made. The Government of India would 
ronsider it necessary to include a definite condition to this effect in any more per- 
manent arrangement, if made. 


Serio/ Xo. J.— Letter from Messrs. Tata Sons, Limited, No. G. -1344/30, d.\ted the 
I 3rd October 1930. 

Your letter No. 260-T.(122) of the 17th September on the subject of the granting 
oi an additional price for rails supplied by the Steel Con^iany has been laid before 
the Board of Directors, who wish to express their appreciation of the assistance Gov- 
ernment have been good enough to give. 

2. We have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the Report and Accounts 
of the Steel Company for the year 1929-30 LI'- Tar. October 1930, F.-168-T.(9)], 
which were placed before and adopted by an Ordinary General Meeting of the Company 
held on the 30th September and 1st October 1930. You will see that, as required by 
Government , a sum of Rs. 73 lacs w.'i-s allotted to depreciation out of profits and that 
condition (///) of paragraph 3 of your letter has been satisfied. 

3. Government’s condition (n) has also been taken into consideration and has 
been complied with by the following Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Steel 
Company at a meeting held on the 30th Septemlier : 

“Resolved that no coniinissioii shall be paid to the Agents on so much of the 
Company’s receipts for the year 1930-31' as are derived from the additional 
payment of Rs. 20 per ton for rails; and that the Agents be authorized 
to send a copy of this Resolution to the Secretary to 'the Government of 
India in the Commerce Department in connection with his letter No 260- 
T. (122‘) of the 17th Septerabei 1930 addressed to the Agents.” 

4. We now request you kindly to inform us of the procedure which Government 
wish to be followed in connection with the submission of bills for the additional 
Hs. 20 per ton of rails. 

5. Reference is made in paragraph 3 /ii) of your letter to “a closer examination of 
certain aspects of the position” which Government wull require to make before a 
decision affecting future years is reached. We shall be glad to co-operate in this 
examination if you consider it necessary, and we await your suggestions about pro- 
cedure. 

6. The Board of Directors note that Government would consider it necessary to 
include in any more permanent arrangement a definite condition providing for the 
allocation of full depreciation before payment of any dividends on securities ranking 
after the First Preference shares. The Board are of opinion that the primary consi- 
deration called for is whether the scheme of pmtection of the Steel Industry sanction- 
ed by the Legislature on the recommendation of Government has' worked in practice as 
anticipated and whether it should not be revised in the light of experience gained. The 
question of amount of depreciation can only form one part of such consideration. 
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Serial No, ^.—Letter from Messrs. Tata Sons, Limited, Bombay, No. G.-1473/30, 
DATED JHE 28tH OCTOBER 1930. 

We have the honour to revert to the correspondence regarding additional price 
for the rails ordered by the Government of India from the Steel Company during the 
current year, resting with Government communication No. 260-T. (122), dated the 
6th October 1930. 

Attention is invited to paragraph 3 of Government’s letter No. 260-T. (122), dated 
the 17th September communicating to us their decision on our application. That para- 
graph states : 

“. . . The Government of India will make to the Tata Iron and Steel Company 
an additional payment of Rs. 20 on each ton of rails ordered from the 
Company under the contract for the year 1930-31, over and above the 

existing contract price of Rs. 110 per ton, making a total price per ton 

of Rs. 130”. 

This additional price of Rs 20 pei ton, according to the foregoing paragrapii, 

applies to rails ordered by Government under their contract existing with the 

Steel Company. That contract is in respect of rails 50 lb. and above upto 100 lbs. 
per yard section. Government however have also ordered 115 lb. section rails to the 
extent of 11,814 tons at Rs. 120 per ton. While submitting our application for the 
increase in the price of contract rails, we have thought that any decision which Gov- 
ernment might come to in the matter of a grant of additional payment in respect of 
rails ordered under contract would also apply to rails of 115 lb. section ordered by 
them. We trust therefore that Government will be good enough to extend the grant 
of additional K.s. 20 per ton to rails of 115 lb. section ordered for 1930-31. 


Seri(fl No. Jjf . — Letter from the Deputy Director, Railway Board, to Messrs. Tata 
[RON AND Steel Company, Bombay, No. 3460-k/XV., dated the 27th November 
1930. 

In reply to your loiter No. G. -1473/30, dated the 28th October 1930, to the Joint 
Secretary to the Government of India, Commerce Department, New Delhi, I am 
directed to say (hat the Government of India agree (subject to the fulfilment of the 
conditions and stipulation.s attaching to the extra payment for rails ordered under 
the contract of the 16th October 1928) to an additional payment of Rs. 10 per ton in 
respect of the 115 lb. section rails, ordered during the year 1930-31, making the total 
price Rs. 130 per ton. 


Reduction of Costs and Indianisation op the Staff of the Tata Iron 

and Steel Company. 

68. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
the.y have exercised any control over the Tata Iron and Steel Co. since 
1926 when a system of protection of rails for seven years was sanctioned 
regarding : 

(i) reduction of capitalisation cost of the undertaking; 

(ii) reduction of top heavy establishment charges; 

(iii) speedy Indianisation of the technical staff at Jamshedpur? 

(6) Are Government aware that Messrs. Tata Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., 
have made no progress Qver Indianisation of the Company since 1926? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (f). The answer is in the 
negative. 

Reduction of Costs and Indianisation of the Staff of the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company. 

69. *Mr. B. Das: (a) What steps have Government taken so far to en- 
force reduction of the cost of production of steel by the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company? 
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(b) Do Government contemplate to refer to the Tariff Board to include 
in their present inquiry the causes of heavy cost of production at the Tata 
Iron and Steel Works? 

(c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the following 
clause of agreement between Messrs. E. D. Sassoon and Co., millowners of 
Bombay, and consumers of their produce ; 

“That recruitment of staff will be restricted to Indians except for 
special reasons “? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if the Tata Iron and Steel Co. 
seeking further protection are prepared to give a similar guarantee to 
Government? 

TOe Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) l am not aware of any steps 
that Government can take in the matter. It is no doubt understood by 
the Company that the continuance of protection to the steel industry 
after the expiry of the statutory period of seven years depends on whe- 
ther genuine efforts have been made by them to secure a reduction of 
cost to the extent which the Tariff Board considered feasible. 

(/)) No enquiry relating to steel is at present being made by the Tariff 
Board, nor is any such enquiry to be made m the immediate future. I 
would, however, draw the Honourable Member’s attention to paragraphs 
20-24 of the Tariff Board s recent report on Additional protection for 
Galvanizi'd Sheets, which was published on the 3()th December 1930, and 
a copy of w’liicli has been sui>])lied to the Honourable Member. 

(c) The Government of India have no information apart from what 
has appeared in the new’spapors. 

(d) 1 think it has always been the policy of the Tata Iron and Steel 
Company to employ Indians to the greatest extent possible. 

Mr. B. Das: In view of the fact that the average cost of production of 
Tata- steel has gone down in the year 1929-30 to much less than wiiat w’as 
calculated by the Tainff Board in its Heport of 1926, may I ask w’hether 
it justifies the Tatas receiving any further protection? 1 refer the Hon- 
ourable Member to the latest Report of the Tariff Board, page 14, where 
a table has been given from which it w ill be noticed that there has every- 
wliere been a more substantial reduction than w\as anticipated in 1926 by 
the expert Tariff Board. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: If the Honourable Member is refer- 
ring to the Tariff Board s Report on galvanised sheets, I think that it wdll 
liG more eonvenient to deal w’ith the matter in the debate to-moirow on 
my Resolution whicli stands on the paper. It is rather a large subject to 
reply to on a supplementarv question. 


Financial Inquiry by Sir Arthur Salter. 

70. ♦Mr. B. Daa: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is true 
that a representative of the League of Nations—Sir Arthur S«lter will 
shortly visit India to inquire into the finances of the Government of India? 


(b) Did the Government of India ask the League of Nations for the 
visit of that officer or is it an independent inquiry to be held under the 
auspices of the League of Nations? 
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(c) What will be the total expenses incurred for the visit of this gentle- 
man and how much of the same will be borne by India? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the terms of reference of the 
expert inquiry by this gentleman that have been made by the Government 
of India or ‘the League of Nations? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table all correspondence 
on the deputation of Sir Arthur Salter to India between the Government 
of India and the League of Nations? 

(/) To what extent are the Secretary of State for India and the British 
Government parties to this inquiry by Sir Arthur Salter? 

(g) Is it a fact that the gentleman happens to be an expert on currency ? 
Will Sir Arthur Salter also inquire into the fixity of ratio of exchange? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) to (d) and (/). The attention 
of the Honourable Member is invited to the Press communique issued by 
the Government of India on the 30th December, 1930, a copy of which 
has been placed in the Library. 

(e) No correspondence took place between the Government of India 
and the League of Nations. Tlie Government of India requested the 
Secretary of State for India to make the enquiry mentioned in the Press 
communique from the League of Nations, and a copy of the correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of State and the Secretary General of the 
League of Nations is laid on the table. 

(g) Sir Arthur Salter no doubt includes knowledge of cun’ency matters 
in liis qualifications, but he will make no enquiry of the kind mentioned 
by the Honourable Member. 


Copy of letter, dated the net November, 19S0, from the Secretary of State for 
India, to the Secretary General, League of Nations, Geneva, 

The Government of India have for some time been, studying plans for the creation 
of some organisation for the study of economic questions, including both the continuous 
interpretation of current developments and the consideration of plans designed to 
achieve particular purposes. In this connection they have given attention to organisa- 
tions which have recently been established in other countries and particularly to the 
work which has been done by the League of Nations. The Government of India ai'e 
of opinion that the special experience acquired by Sir Arthur Salter as Director of 
the Economic and Finance Sections of the League might be most valuable to them 
and are anxious to have an opportunity for consulting him. I am therefore to enquire 
Avhether it would be possible for the League to assist them in this matter by arranging 
for Sir Arthur Salter to pay a short visit to India this winter. 


<lopy of letter No. lOA 121^117 f^^lll , date^ the 27th November, 1930, from the 
Secretary General, League of Nations, to the Secretary of State for India, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of November, 21 st, in 
which you ask^ me whether it would be possible for the Director of the Economic and 
Financial Section to pay a short visit to India this winter, in order to advise the 
Government of^ India in regard particularly to the work which has been done by the 
League of Nations in organising the study of economic questions. 

In reply, I am glad to be able to inform you that it will be posnible to arrange 
for Sir Arthur Salter to pay the visit suggested, leaving for India towards the end 
of December. I am asking him to take this opportunity of discussing the development 
of India’s collaboration in the work of the Technical Organisations of the League. 

I am communicating your letter and the present reply to the Council of the League 
<if Nations for its information. 
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Copy of UittT No. E. 0.-9158130^ dated the J^th December, 1930, from Mr. M. C. 
Seeton, to the Secretary General, League of Nations. 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your leUer dated the 27th November, lOA/ 24177/ 24177, in which you intimate that 
it will be possible to arrange for Sir Arthur Salter to visit India this winter in con- 
iiection with the work done by the League of Nations in organising the study of 
economic questions. 


Mr. Benn desires me to convey to you an expression of his appreci^ion of your 
assistance in this matter. ^ 


Mr.^ B. Das: Are Govemment aware that, before the Government 
oi India decided to issue their Press communique, various statements had 
appeared in the London Press and also in the Journal of the League of 
Nations about Sir Arthur Salter’s mission to India? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : l am aware that unfounded 
rumours did appear in the Press. 

Mr. B. Das: May I know what were the reasons why the Government 
of India delayed issue of their communique so late, while the 
Morning Post, the London Times and other papers had already come out 
with different versions from what has been given afterwards in the Gov- 
ernent of India communique? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The main reason why the com- 

mumiqu^ could not be issued earlier was that it was very difficult to issue 
one until the Government had the actual correspondence before them, 
which had passed between the Secretary of State and the League of 
Nations. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the exchange ratio also be one of the sub- 
jects of enquiry by him? 

The* Honourable Sir George Rainy: No, Sir, certainly not. 

Report of the Central Banking Inquiry Committee. 

71. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state when they 
expect to publish the report of the Central Banking Inquiry Committee? 

(6) Do they expect to introduce legislation in the current session of the 
Assembly regarding the establishment of a State Reserve Bank? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) I hope that the Report of 
the Commiftec will be completed by the end of April, but I cannot at 
present give any definite indication as to the date of its ^publication. 

{h) No. 

Mr. B. Das: Is it a fact that certain experts have come from abroad 
to give advice to the Ranking Enquiry Committee? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The Honourable ^lember, I 
think, is quite aware of all the details concerning the plan for this enquiry, 
which have been frequently announced in the Press and discussed in tins 
House. There are now six foreign experts in the country, who at the 
present moment arc in actual consultation with the Central an 'ing 
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Enquiry Committee, and it is hoped that the experience and advice of 
those foreign experts will be of value to the Central Banking Enquiry 
Committee in making their final report. 

Mr. B. Das: V\ill these foreign experts function in the same way as 
the Ck»ntral Committee did in reference to the Simon Commission, or will 
they render the necessary advice to the Central Banking Enquiry Com- 
mittee and help them to arrive at a common agreement? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The intention and the desire is 
that the foreign experts should work in close co-operation with the Central 
Banking Enquiry Committee and that there should be a. common and 
agreed report. The exact procedure for recording the foreiign experts’ 
views is actually now under discussion. There is no disagreement between 
the ('entral Banking Enquiry Committee and the foreign experts, or 
between the Central Banking Enquiry Committee and myself as represent- 
ing the Government of India, on that subject. I cannot inform the Hon- 
ourable AFembcr exactly what form the record of the views of the foreign 
experts- will take. It is simply a question of practical convenience. One 
of the foreign experts actually has to leave India on the 5th February, and 
it may be necessary to obtain some written record, so as to incorporate his 
particular ideas, before he goes. But the general intention is that the 
foreign experts, as I have said, should work in close co-operation with the 
Central Banking Enquiry Committee, and I have every hope that there 
will be no difference of opinion between the two bodies. 


Mr. Arthur Moore: May I ask the Honourahle Member whether, in. 
view of the expressions of opinion at the Bound Table Conference that the 
establishment of a Central lleserve Bank was a condition precedent to 
any constitutional advance, he is in a position to tell this House appro^ji- 
mately when the Government of India would be able to introduce legisla- 
tion on that subject? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I cannot give the Honourable 
Member any exact answer to that question. The inauguration of a Cen- 
tral Bank for India is in my opinion one of the most important steps now 
before the country. It is not merely a question of legislation. There are 
practical issues involved also. It would, for example, bo useless to 
attempt to set up .a Central Bank unless that Bank had adequate reserves 
to maintain its position and the provision of adequate reserves is a practi- 
cal measure which r(‘qiiires a good deal of careful thought and a great 
deal of practical action. I can only say this — that, as far as I am con- 
cerned, as representing the Government of India, I think that we should 
immediately turn our attention to the establishment of a Central Bank. 
I hope that in the course of the discussions which will now take place for 
working out practical means for the introduction of a new constitution for 
India, the measures for establishing a Reserve Bank will take an import- 
ant and early place, and the Government will do all in their power to 
assist the early formation of a Central Bank for India. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will the Honourable Member tell the House 
why the foreign experts were invited; by whom they were invited, and who 
bears their expenses? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The plan for the Central Bank- 
ing Committee has, I am sure mv Honourable friend will agree, been 
fully discussed at all stages by this Assembly. It was always made clear 
til at foreign experts would be associated with the Central Committee in 
making tlicir final recommendation. I gave this Assembly full information 
of the whole plan at all its stages. Before any steps were taken, I con- 
sulted leaders of various parties in this Assembly or the representatives of 
various parties nominated by their leaders, and I also had meetings with 
re]uxisentatives of the Council of State. Everything that has been done 
lias been done, I think, with fiill agreement from all parties in this House. 
Tlie cost of the foreign experts will be part of the cost of the Central 
Banking Inquiry for which estimates have already been before this House 
and for which money has been provided in the current Budget. The cost 
of having these foreign experts out will not be great because in practically 
all cases these gentlemen, although they are very busy and important 
people, have agreed to come free of all cost except their own expenses. 

Indianisation of the Staff of the Imperial Bank of India. 

72. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 

they have extended the period of their agreement with the Imperial Bank 
of India, Ltd., and if so, for what period? 

(b) . In view of this extension of agreement with the Imperial Bank, 
will Government be pleased to state if they intend to exercise closer 
control on the Indianisation of the staff of the Imperial Bank? 

(c) With reference to the speech of the Hon^ble Sir George Schuster 
on the policy of Indianisation and control of Government over the Bank 
on the 21st January, 1930, will Government be pleased to state the steps 
they have taken since that statement w’as made to ensure adequate 
Indianisation and better control of the Imperial Bank? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Ihider clause 10 of the agree- 
ment with tho Imperial Bank, the agreement may bo determined after 10 
years from the 27tli January, 1921. by twelve months’ notice in writing 
by either party. As Government have- neither given nor received such 
notice the agreement continues in force. 

(b) and (r). In the debate referred to by the Honourable Member, I 
stated tliat, in the opinion of the (lovernment, the Imperial Bank was 
advancing in tlic direction of the Indianisation of its staff and that the 
measures that have been already adopted were proving effective in attaining 
the object wdiieh the Honourable Member had in view at that time. As 
to the measures taken, I forwarded the report of the debate to the Manag- 
ing Governors and have discussed the matter with them since. I am 
satisfied that they fully appreciate public opinion on this point and are 
doing their best to give effect to it. 

Status of Indians in the Dominions. 

73. *Mr. B, Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if Ihe 
Indian Delegation at the Imperial Conference in London raised the question 
of enfranchisement of Indian residents in (i) Australia, (ii) South Africa, 
(iii) Canada (British Columbia) ? 
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(b) What is the present position of Indians in each of these countries 
and at what stage of negotiation are the Government of India at present, 
regarding equal status in these Dominions? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table all relevant corre- 
spondence with Australia on the subject since the Et. Hon’ble Mr. Sastri 
raised that question in 1921 at that year’s Imperial Conference? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) This 
was not one of the subjects discussed at the last Imperial Conference. 

(b) The position is as follows. In Australia, so far as the Common- 
wealth franchise is concerned, the disability under which natives of India 
suffered was removed by legislation in 1925. As regards State franchise, 
Indians are not disqualified on racial grounds in the States of New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. It is only in Western 
Australia and Queensland that they cannot be enrolled as electors. In 
Canada, Indian residents do not suffer from any disability in eight out of 
the nine provinces which comprise the Dominion. It is only in British 
Columbia that Indian residents, in common wiith Chinese and Japanese, 
are debarred from having their names registered on any list of voters. This 
disability in respect of the provincial franchise has also the effect of depriv- 
ing them of the Federal franchise. 


In South Africa, under section 36 of the Union of South Africa Act, 
1910, only those persons are entitled to vote for the election of Members 
of the House of Assembly who possess such qualifications as existed for 
parliamentary voters in the several colonics at the establishment of the 
Union. This provision applies to Indians also. Under the law of the 
Cape Province, no distinction is made as regards race or colour. In the 
other provinces the franchise is confined to Europeans, except that in 
Natal there is a small number of native and Indian voters who were en- 
rolled prior to the passing of Natal Act, 8 of 1896, which had the effect of 
limiting the franchise in that province to Europeans. 

No negotiations are in progress in regard to South Africa. As regards 
Canada and Australia, the question was discussed informally with the 
Prime Ministers of these Dominions recently in London. 

(c) The Government of India have had no direct correspondence on 
the subject wth the authoritiies in Australia. 


Sir Hari Singh Oour: Did the Indian Government instruct their repre- 
sentative at the Imperial Conference to raise this question at that Confer- 
ence and, if so, with what effect? 


The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Tazl-i-Husain : There were 
no instructions given on the subject. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Do I understand that when the Government of 
India send up a representative to the Imperial Conference, he is not given 
any instructions upon the outstanding questions that call for the decision 
of the Government of India and in which the people of India 
interested? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir 7azl-i-Husain: I have no 
doubt the Government of India realise fully the importance of the subjects 
in which we Indians are all keenly interested, but the formation of the 
agenda is not always in the hands of any particular country, invited to the 
Conference. 


Mr. B. Das: Have the Government realised the very difficult situation 
in South Africa, and has the Honourable Member received a copy of the 
Resolutions of the Indian Congress that was held very recently in South 
Africa and are the Government alive to the situation for which Mr. C. F. 
Andrews has recently visited South Africa? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir 7azl-i-Husain: Yes. 

Mr. B. Das: Is the situation hopeful in the opinion of the Honourable 
Member? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: It is extremely 
difficult to say, Sir. (Laughter.) 

Treatment of Leprosy. 

74. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the progress 
regarding the treatment and cure of leprosy, recently made by Dr. Muir 
attached to the Tropical School of Medicine, Calcutta? 

(b) What is the total contribution towards this investigation from the 
Indian Medical Research Fund per mmutn since Dr. Muir took the 
research workt 

(c) Does the League of Nations contribute in money or otherwise 
towards investigation of a permanent cure for leprosy? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (r/) The progress 
which has recently been made by Dr. Muir in the treatment of leprosy con- 
sists in: 

(1) the discovery of improved methods of testing a patient’s resist- 

ance to leprosy, by special^ blood tests; 

(2) the discovery that patients who suffer from both leprosy and 

pyorrhcea can be treated for leprosy with greater success when 
the pyorrhcea has been cured; 

(3) the discovery that the special drugs which are used for the 

cure of leprosy are more effective when they are injected into 
the diseased parts of the skin. 

(6) The annual contributions by the Indian Research Fund Association 
towards Dr. Muir's research work on leprosy have varied from year to year, 
but the total contributions made by that bodv during the vears 1920-21 to 
1929-30 amounted to Rs. 1,71,989! 

(c) The League of Nations has recently established an International 
f'Ommission for the purpose of promoting and co-ordinating the work of 
investigation into leprosy. 

Mr. B. Das: May I know if Dr. Muir was deputed by the British 
T^eprosy Association or by the League of Nations? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fari-i-Husain: I have not 

quite followed the Honourable Member. 

Mr, B. Das: Under what body does Dr. Muir work at present in India? 
Was he not deputed by the British Leprosy Association to India? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I am afraid 
I must ask for notice of that question. 

Eradication of Leprosy from India. 

75. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Is it a fact that the method of treatment of 
leprosy by outdoor clinics, as has been introduced by Dr. Muir in various 
provinces, has introduced a very cheap and popular system of treatment of 
leprosy? 

(b/ Do the Government of India make any contribution towards 
stamping out leprosy by this process of outdoor clinics to various pro- 
vinces from the Indian Medical Eesearch Fund? 

(c) What are the total numbers of lepers in India at present? 

(d) What steps do the Government of India propose to take for the 
eradication and control of leprosy in India? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) The system 
of treatment introduced by Sir Leonard Kogers and Dr. Muir is chea]), 
eifcctivc and pojiular, and is being widely adopted. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. The administration of the funds 
of the Eesearch Fund Association is vested in the Governing Body and is 
not controlled by the Government of India. The funds of the Associa- 
tion arc? devoted to the investigation of disease. The practical application 
of the results of the research work it finances in such ways as the estab- 
lishment of out-door clinics is a matter for Provincial Governments. 

(r) Xo ])recise information is availabk? as to the number of lepers in 
India. Only 1,02,513 persons were returned as lepers at the Census of 
1021, but in the opinion of medical (‘Xperts, the true figure at present is 
about 7,00,000. 

(d) The eradication and control of leprosy are primarily the concern 
of Local Governmenls, but much' is already being done by the Indian 
Kesearch Fund Association, to which ihv Government of India make a 
large annual grant, to throw further light on the eauses of this disease, 
in co-operation with the British Empire Leprosy Eelief Association and 
the Mis.sion to Lepers. For an account of Iht' work which is being done 
I would refer the Honourable Member to tlie annual reports of the Asso- 
ciation. 

-The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee: W ith reference to the answer given to 
part (d) of the last question, will the HonourabU? Member kindly tell me 
if there is any enactment to prevent the entry of lepers into an inhabited 
town and their mixing with the rest of the population? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Not that I 
aware of. 

The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee: WTll Government be prepared to undertake 
some method of registration of lepers in order to segregate them and to 
prevent the spread of this disease in the country? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faal-i-Husain: The matter 
is one, so far as I can see, of a peculiarly provincial nature and in the 
d^omain of local self-government. I shall invite the attention of Local 
(lovernments to the Honourable Member’s question and my reply thereto. 

Mr. Daa: Is it not a fact that the latest medical research shows 
that leprosy in the first stage, that is, for a period of seven years, and in 
<he third stage, that is, a period of seven years after the first stage, is not 
dangerous, so that lepers in those two stages are not infectious and need 
not be segregated? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I shall be 
very glad to give an answer to that question after 1 have consulted my 
■experts. 


Mr, S. O. Jog: Are separate arrangements in railway compartments 
provided for the travel of lepers? 

Mr. B. Das: Why? They are our brothers. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Xo, Sir. At present tliei'e are no separate 
arrangements. 


The Drugs Inquiry Committee. 

76. *Mr, B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons 
that led them to appoint a Drugs Inquiry Committee? 

(b) Were they advised to have such an inquiry by the League of 
Nations? 

(c) What is the personnel of this committee? 

(d) In what way do indigenous systems of treatment, namely, Kaviraji 
on] ITnani find representation in tluit Committee? 

Is it the purpose of the Committee to inquire into the properties and 
ingredients of indigenous Indian medicines? 

(/) If the reply to part (c) be in the atlirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state which of the gentlemen of the Drugs Inquiry Committee 
irave experience of indigenous medicines and their curative properties? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a), (c) and (c). 
'rile Honourable IMeniher’s attention is invited to the Government of India, 
Department of Education, Health and Lands Kesolution No. 1637, dated 
the nth August, 1630, which was published in pari: 1 of the Gazette of 
India, dated the 16th August, 1930. A copy of this Resolution has been 
P’laced in the Library of the ITonse. 

(b) No. 

(d) The Committei^ is not enquiring into indigenous system of treat- 
ment. 

(/) The personnel of the Committee inedudes Lieutenant-Colonel 
( hopra and Father Caius, both of whom have been conducting extensive 
lesoarchcs into the properties of indigenous drugs for several years past. 
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Numbers of Members of various Communities in the Indian Stores 

Department, Karachi. 

77. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon) : (a) 
Will Government be pleased to state the total number of oflScers of all 
grades and clerks working at the Inspection Section and Purchase Section 
of the Karachi Indian Stores Department? 

(6) How many of them are Hindus, how many Muslims and how many 
of other communities? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) and (b). A statement is laid on the table giving 
in detail the information asked for by the Honourable Member. 


Karachi Purchase Circle. 


— 

Hindus. 

j 

Other 

Muslims, j communi- 
1 ties. 

j Total. 

Officers 

2 

. . j 

i 

: 2 

Clerks . . . 

17 

3 ! 1 

21 

Karachi Inspection Circle. 


Officers ..... 

•• 

, •• 1 ' 1 

% 

Clerks 

13 

5 1 3 

21 


Names of Merchants of Karachi on the List of the Indian Stores 

Department. 

78. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon): (a) 
Will Government be pleased to state the names of merchants of Karachi 
who were on the list of the Indian Stores Department before Mr. Thadbani 
was transferred to Karachi, and the names of the merchants on the list in 
June, 1930? 

(6) What were the reasons for deduction and additions between the two 
lists as per part (a) above? 

(c) Is it a fact that the names of some merchants in Karachi who 
hold large stocks have been removed from the list, and if so, why? 

id) Is it a fact that some of these large stockists made repeated appli- 
cations for the inclusion of their names on the list but without success? 
If ‘yes*, who w'ere they, and on what grounds were their applications 
rejected ? 

(c) Are all the inquiries sent to every person on the list? 

(/) Is it a fact that some petty dealers who hold very little or no stock 
are on the list? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (6), (c) and (d). Government regret their in- 
ability to publish the names of firms on the list of approved contractors 
to the Indian Stores Department, or to discuss on the floor of the House 
the merits and demerits of individual firms whose names have been 
removed from the list in the past. I should like to mention, however, foi 
the Honourable Member *s information that the total number of firms lu 
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Karachi on the approved list in March, 1926, before Mr. Thadhani’s posting 
to Karachi was 41, and the number on the same list in June, 1930, was 91. 
I should also like to mention that all work connected with the registra- 
tion of firms on the approved list is centralized in the Chief Controller's 
own office, and that Mr. Thadhani has no authority either to add to the 
list ot* to remove names from that list. 

No. Enquiries valued over Hs. 5,000 are advertised except when 
demands arc urgent or wlieii they relate to proprietary articles; enquiries 
valued between Us. 500 and Us. 5,0(K) are sent to all the firms registered 
for that particular class of -material; enquiries valued under Us. 5(K) are 
sent to a limited number of apju'oved firms. 

(/) The reply is in the negative. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Arc the reasons for not publishing the names of 
a private or of a public nature? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: I did not quite imdcrstjind the question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member said that he did not 
think it desirable to give the names of the firms. I ask whether the 
reasons for not giving the names arc of a private or of a public nature. 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy: 1 think it would be contrary to the public interest 
to give names or publish or discuss here on the floor of the House the 
merits or demerits of individual firms whose names are removed from the 
list. 

Need of Lavatories on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Trains. 

79. *Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that there are no lavatories 
};iovided in carriages of the Darjecling-Himalayan Uailway trains, and that 
the trains take 4 or 5 hours in their journey between Siliguri and Darjeeling? 
Wiiy latrines arc not provided? Do Government propose to take necessary 
steps to have this source of inconvenience removed? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: ^ly information is that, out of 110 carriages, 
14 are supplied with lavatories. The passenger trains take between four 
and five hours to complete the journey from Siliguri and Diirjeeling. This 
distance is only about 50 miles^ and I {)resiime it is for this reason and 
because the trains stop al)Out every 12 miles that more lavatories are not 
provided. T will, however, send a copy of the Honourable Member s 
question and of this re])ly to the Managing Agents of the Company. 

The new India Sterling Loan. 

80. *Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government kindly state 
whether the Secretary of State for India consulted the Government of India, 
regarding the floatation of the new sterling loan in London in October, 1930. 
its need, and the terms on which it was to be floated; and whether the 
Executive Council was given an opportunity of discussing this matter and 
formally recording their opinion? 

(h) Why was this loan floated; and how has it been utilized? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: {a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given to Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad s question on the same 
subject on. 26th January, 1931. 

(b) The loan was floated in order to provide funds for disbursements in 
London. It has been utilised for repayment of £6 million India Bills due 
in December, 1030, for capital expenditure on railways and for general pur- 
posies. 



iJaistAl^ivfi assMmbly. 


i62 


[27th Jan. 19.il. 


The Royal Miutaby College, Dehba Dun. 

81. •Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the post of Com- 
mandant in the Royal Military College, Dehra Dun, has been abolished? 
if so, since when; and why? 

(b) Is it a fact that riding and shooting are not taught in that College? 
How many horses and rifles are kept there; and is cadet s efliciency in 
riding and shooting embodied in his certificate given every session? 
What is the amount of approximate monthly expenditure on this account? 

(c) Is it a fact that cadets of the Royal Military College, Dehra Dun, 
have to appear at the Diploma examinations at which the total number of 
examinees hardly exceeds fifty? Why are they not allowed to appear at 
the public examinations, as the Senior Cambridge, or the school examina- 
tions instead? 

(d) Is it a fact that only two students of the Military College, out of 
twelve, have been selected at the Army examination held in Delhi last 
June, for admission into Sandhurst, Woolwich and Croydon? 

{e) Will Government kindly state the total number of applications re- 
ceived for admission, the number admitted, and the number rejected, dur- 
ing the last two years separately? How many of those admitted come 
from the Indian States? 


Mr. O. M, Young: (a) The post was abolished in March, 1930. Ex- 
perience of the working of the College during its first few years showed 
that a Commandant was no longer necessary in addition to a Principal. 

(b) Riding is not taught in the College and no horses are kept. Senior 
cadets practise shooting on miniature ranges. 10 short rifles are providcKl 
and each cadet is allowed about 50 rounds of ammunition ])cr year. The 
cost is about Rs. 12 a month. No remarks on a cad(*t’s eniciency in 
shooting are made in his terminal reports. 

(c) The Diploma exists for the benefit of those boys who fail to enter 
the Army. It fits in with the curriculum of the College, and has been 
accepted generally by leading Universities of India as equivalent to the 
Matriculation or School Leaving Certificate examination. There is nothing 
to prevent students of the College from ap])earing for matriculation or at 
similar public examinations, but the curriculum is not designed for these. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) 26 applications for admission to the College were received in 1929, 

and 32 in 1930. 21 boys, including 6 from Indian States, were admitted 

in 1929, and 23, of whom 9 were from Indian States, in 1930. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The syllabus and the courses of studies in this 
College do not include any military subjects. May I ask why do Govern- 
ment call it a military college? Secondly why should it not be transferred 
from the Military Department to the Education Department? 

Mr, G. M. Young: I am afraid I can hardly deal with a qiicstion of 
policy* of that magnitude in answer to a supplementary question. The 
reason why it is called a military college is that it prepares students for 
entry into the Army. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Who conducts the Diploma examination 
in the Royal Military College? 
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Mr, G. M. Young: I am afraid I cannot say offhand what authority 
conducts tho examination. 

Dr. Ziauddin Alunad: What is the percentage of students who went to 
Sandhurst from this Military College? 

Mr. O. M, Young: There is no fixed percentage; it depends upon how 
many are successful at the entrance examination. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: How many arc successful at the entrance exami- 
nation? 

Mr. G. M. Young: 1 must ask for notice of that question. 

Defacement of Spurious Coins collected by Booking Clerks. 

82. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are Government aware that when 
remittances arc sent by Booking Clerks at stations on the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Kailway, the authorities concerned of that Railway Com- 
pany cut the rupees which they regard as suspicious or not genuine, and re- 
turn them to the stations concerned, with the result that the Booking 
(jlerks have to make good the loss out of their pay every month? 

(/)) Under what law or rule is the Railway Company authorized to cut, 
or otherwise deface silver coins ; and who is the railway authority which 
decides whether a particular coin is genuine or not? 

(c) Are Government aware that this practice operates as a hardship upon 
the Booking Clerks ; and is it a. fact that such practice does not obtain on 
many other railways? 

(d) Do Government propose to enquire whether it is possible to introduce 
anv other method, which while safeguarding the financial interests of the 
Railway Company, may not operate as a hardship upon the railway staff 
concerned ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: 1 am obtaining the information required and will 
let the Honourable Member have it in due course. 


Political Activity by Anglo-Indian and European Railway Servants. 

83. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the rules of the 
newly-started Anglo-Indian and European Railway Labour Union of India 
include the provision of a “political fund”, which is: to be applied, among 
olli(;r tilings, “towards the holding of political meetings of any kind, or the 
<listribution of any literature, or political document of any kind”? 

{h) Do Government propose to enquire into this, and to state whether 
employees on State Railways can be permitted to create such a fund, or take 
part in any political activity? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(6) State Railway employes are subject to the Government Servants* 
Conduct Rules. Government do not propose to enquire specially into this 
case, but the revision of the rules is under consideration. 
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Racial Discrimination in Waiting Rooms on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

84. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Are Government aware that at Bhopal 
station (Great Indian Peninsula Railway) there are separate waiting rooms 
for “First and Second class Fjuropean gentlemen”, “First and Second class 
Indian gentlemen”, “First and Second class European ladies”, and “First 
and Second class Ladies” (the latter presumably meaning Indian ladies), 
with better type of bathroom and furniture in those intended for the 
Europeans? Do the Europeans pay more than the Indians; if not, why this 
racial discrimination, and do Government propose to take necessary steps 
to do away with it at an early date? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have asked the Ageni of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway for a report, and will cominiinicfate with the Honourable 
Member as soon as it is received. 

Methods employed in the Collection of Land Revenue in the Bobsad 

AND BaRDOLI TaLUKAS. 

85. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Has there been any correspondence 
between the Government of India, and the Bombay Government, 
regarding the agricultural situation in Borsad and Bardoli Talukas, 
and the methods employed in the collection of land revenue? 
If so, have the Bombay Government pointed out that among 
the methods employed is, “giving a man 50 stripes’", or “kicking 
off of cooking utensils when the aged mother of ex-President of the 
Assembly was cooking in her kitchen” as instances mentioned in the letter 
of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Bombay, to the Bombay Govern- 
ment? Under what law have such steps been taken for the realization of 
revenue ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Government of India are aw^are 
of the procedure laid down by the Government of Bombay for the recovery 
of land revenue in areas in which its payment is being refused. I need 
hardly say that the procedure does not include the methods which the 
Honourable Member mentions. In regard to the allegations contained in 
the letter of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber to the Government of 
Bombay, dated the 14th of November, 1930, I invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the reply of the Bombay Government, dated the 
27th of November, 1930, which has appeared in the Press. As regards 
the two incidents mentioned, the Government of India have been informed 
that the local officers are not aware of any case to justify the first allegation. 
As regards the second allegation, the only foundation for it appears to be 
the fact that, in order to recover a fine of Rs. 150 from Mr. Kashibai J. 
Patel, who had been convicted of offences under Ordinances V and VI, 
some utensils were attached at his house, but there is no truth in the 
story that, in the course of the attachment, any cooking utensils were 
kicked or knocked over when Mr. Patels mother was cooking. 

XI. CJaya Prasad Singh: May I ask what methods were employed by 
he Bombay Government to find out the truth of the allegations mentioned 
m my question? 

I the Honourable Member 

wants furthOT details, I must refer him to the letter of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment which deals very comprehensively with a whole series of 'allega- 
tions. • 
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Classification for the Census of Buddhists, etc., as non-Hindus, 

86. *Mr. aaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Coinmis< 
sioner of Census in India has issued orders in compliance with which 
provincial officers have issued supplementary instructions to their subordi- 
nates to the effect that Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, Arya Samajists, Brahmos 
and others should not be entered as Hindus, even if they so desire? Will 
Government kindly lay on the table the orders issued by the Commissioner 
of Census, and the instructions issued to the supervisors, and other 
subordinates in this connection? 

(b) Wherein do these orders and instructions differ from those issued 
on occasions of previous census; and have these been issued on the present 
occasion to lessen the numerical strength of the Hindus for political 
purposes? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Instructions, as on previous 
occasions, were issued that the answer which each person gives about his 
religion must be accepted and entered by enumerators in column 4 of the 
general ,fe'chedule, but that Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs, Arva Samajists and 
Brahmos should not be entered as “Hindu” in this Schedule, witli a view 
to secure more accurate figures of the sub-totals of these sects. Table 
XXI (Religion) makes Aryas and Br*ahinos sub-hearls of a general head 
“Hindu" and there was therefore no question of their exclusion from the 
Hindu total. As, howe\er, some apprehension was felt, these instructions 
have been since revised so as to ensure that Brahmos, .\rvas, Buddhists 
and Jains, if they desire, may add the term “Hindu” to the description 
of their religion given in column 4 of the general Schedule. The general 
instructions are contained in the Home Department Resolution and Noti- 
fication Nos. F.-4r)/7/80-rublic and F. -45/2/20 of the 7lh June. and 

81st July, 1030, respectively, and the Imperial code of census procedure. 
A copy of the supplementary instructions issued on the subject has been 
j)laced in the Library. 

(b) The answer to the first part is contained in the answer given to 
part (a). 

The answer to the second part is in the negative. 

Sir Hari Singh Qour; Is the Honourable Member aware that the Census 
Commissioner has issued instructions to the effect that, in the case of 
Sikhs and Jains, they would be treated as Hindus if they desired that they 
should be classed as Hindus, but that in that case they would nf>t be 
classed under the heads. Sikhs and Jains, the two categories of Hindus 
and Sikhs and Jains being mutually exclusive? May I ask the Honour- 
able Member w^hether it is not advisable that, in th(* case of Sildis and 
Jains who wish to have the total of their own community and are still 
willing to be classed as Hindus, they should be classed both as Hindus 
and under the sub-head of Sikhs and Jains? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The genera] principle of the instruc- 
tions is, as I pointed out, that any answer given by any person on the 
question of his religion must be accepted by the enumerator and recorded. 

Sir Hari Singh Ouur: That is not the question I put. The question 
I put was slightly different. The question is, it a Bikh goes to the 
enumerator and says he is a S'ikh and also a Hindu, would he be classed 
both under the head Sikh and under the head Hindu? Whereas the instruc- 
tions are that if he is once counted as a Sikh, he would be excluded from 
the category of Hindu and vice versa. 
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Tbe Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Honourable Member will under- 
stand that these questions of census procedure are somewhat intricate and 
technical. I should bo obliged if he would give me notice of the question. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I do not understand why a particular person can 
simultaneously be classifi('d as a Sikh and a second time as a Hindu? He 
will be counted twic6. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: No. no. I am only referring to the grand total. 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee. 

87. Mr. K, P. Thampan (on behalf of Dewan Bahadur T. liangachariar) : 
(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have concluded the 
consideration of the recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Com- 
mittee for encouraging production, distribution and exhibition of films in 
this country contained in Chapter IV of that Report? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state in detail the steps taken 
by them under each head to the recommendations as summarised by them 
in Chapter IX? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been 
taken by them to give effect to the recommendations contained in Chapter 
V of the Report as regards educational and public utility films? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: («), (h) and (c). As the Honourable 
Member is probably aware the recommendations referred to have been 
dealt with not by one but by several Departments of the Government of 
India. I am collecting the information and hope to send him a full reply 
on all points shortly. 

I think, Sir, that also covers question No. 88. 

Recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Committee. 

t88. Mr. K. P. Thampan (on behalf of Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar) : 
Will Government be pleased to state whether they have concluded the 
consideration of the recommendations of the Indian Cinematograph Com- 
mittee as regards modification suggested in Chapter VII of their Report as 
regards censorship and control including those relating to reorganisation 
of the machinery for censorship? 

Land Revenue Administration in Madras. 

89. Mr. K. P. Thanipan (on behalf of Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar): 
(ft) Will Government be pleased to state what are the difficulties which 
stand in the wa^y of the reopmmendations of the Joint Pckrliamentary 
Committee on Land Revenue Administration being carried out in Madras 
and also to explain why the attempts to carry out the recommendations 
have not proved su(*C(‘ssfuI as slated by the Honourable Member for 
Education, Health and Lands in the Council of State on the 9th July, 
1930 — vide the reply to question No. 42? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table their correspon- 
dence with the Government of Madras on the question of land revenue 
legislation after the recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee were made? 

+For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 87. 
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The Sonourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Hueain: (a) The efforts 
of the Government of Madras to translate into action the recommendations 
of the Joint Parliamentary Committee have not so far proved successful 
owing to the fact that the local Legislative Council has declared itself 
against any legislation incorporating the main principles on which settle* 
merits and re-settlements of land revenue have been and are being conducted 
in the ryotwari districts of the Presidency unless it gives the Council the 
power to sanction or reject the rates of assessment proposed in each scheme 
of settlement or re-settlement. Government have been unable to agree 
to the grant of such powers. to the Legislative Council and, in these cir- 
cumstances, no progress with legislation has so far been possible, 

(b) I regret that I am unable io comply with the Honourable Member’s 
request. 

Baja Bahadur O. Krishnamachariar: Will the Government be pleased 
to say as to why they were not agreeable to what the Madras Legislative 
Council wanted? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Because they 
did not consider it right to do so. 

Ra]a Bahadur O. Krishnamachariar: Are the Government aware that 
the pitch of assessment is also included as one of the subjects which should 
be included in this proposed Land Revenue Bill? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The question time is now over. 


THK TNOIAX CATTLE PROTECTION' BILL. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing (Bihar jmd Orissa : Landholders) : Sir, I beg to move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to prohibit the export trade of Cattle Meat. 

Depletion of our cattle stock is daily going on all around us in multi- 
12 Noon. ways, although it is quite evideni that cattle constitute 

’ the w^ealth of our agricmlturi’st classes. In a country like ours 
the value of cattle cannot be over-emphasised. Coupled with its deple- 
tion, there is a steady decline of its breed. As a result of these two 
causes, the iiuinbcr of cattle is day by day getting inadequate for the 
manifold needs of the country. On the one hand the insufficiency is 
affecting our agricjullural operations, while on the other hand the health 
and vitality of the nation suffer abnormally from the same cause. It need 
hardly be impressed upon the House that to send ont of the eountry meat 
of such a valuable live-stock, without let or hindrance, means nothing but 
disaster to the whole population. I confess we cannot check the indiscri- 
minate waste that is inevitable within the country itself at present without 
special legislation, but surely for the sake of our most vital interests, it 
behoves us to introduce some sort of legislation as can stop the unrestrict- 
ed export of meat from our country. 

Sir, I nqove. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing: Sir, I intro<luco the Bill. 



THE INDIAN CATTLE EXPORT PROHIBITION BILL. 


Mr. Bhuput Sing (Bihar and Orissa : Landholders) : Sir, I beg to move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to prohibit the export of Indian Cattle. 

I do not think, Sir, that I need emphasise what an important part 
our cattle play in our existence. Our agricultural operations cannot proceed 
without them; our infants and invalids cannot exist without them; we who 
are strict vegetarians must derive our main nutrition from them; the 
health and vitality of the whole nation directly and indirectly depend upon 
thein. In view of these facts to suffer an export trade of our cattle stock 
witliout any sort of restriction means nothing but national deterioration 
and destruction. Of course if there is surplus, we can dispose of that 
stock. But what we actually find and feel convinces us that, instead 
of a surplus, there is a steady shortage of cattle life everywhere. Under 
these circumstances it is nothing but meet and proper that we should 
forthwith restrict the free and unhampered export of our Indian cattle. 

Sir, I move. 

The moiion was adopted. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Haul Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926. 

From the Statement of Objects and Reasons it will be clear to the 
Honourabl(3 IMembers why I have ventured to sponsor this Bill. My main 
purpose in asking the leave of the House is to get an oi)portunity of doing 
something towards the development of an independent Indian Bar. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Special Marriage Act, 1872. 

II Members will find in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 

all that I intend to say in connection with this motion. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 
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THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT BILL. 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzafiarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham' 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to abolish the 
punishment of death for offences under the Indian Penal Code. 

The object is given in the Statement of Objects and Eeasons, and I do 
not wish to add anything at this stage. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE HINDU MARRIAGES DIS^JOLUTION BILL. 

Sir Han Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to remove 
certain doubts regarding the dissolution of marriages of persons professing 
the Hindu religion. 

The statement of Objects and Reasons appended to the Bill is my 
sufficient justification for asking for leave. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham> 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move for leave to intnxiuce a Bill further to amend 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 

This is with reference to an amendment of section 144 of the Code. 
The Statement of Objects and Reasons briefly gives the object for which 
I seek to introduce this Bill. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN TELEGRAPH (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur c%im Champaran: Non-Muham- 
rnadan) : Sir, I bog to move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday^ 
the 28th January, 1931. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday t 28th January, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWOEN: 

Mr. Jamal Muhammad Saib, M.L.A. (Madras : Indian Commerce). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Economic Condition of the Masses. 

^0. •Mr. E. P. Thampan (on behalf of Diwan Bahadur T. Eangachariar) ; 
Have Government any proposals under their consideration for enquiring 
into the economic condition of the masses, especially of tlie agricultural 
and peasant proprietors class; if not, do Government propose to undertake 
such an enquiry at an early date? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain; No, Sir, in 
view of the fact that an enquiry into the economic condition of the agri- 
cultural classes has recently been made by the Eoyal Commission on 
Agriculture and that the Eoyal Commission on Labour is at present holding 
an enquiry into the existing conditions of labour in industrial undertakings. 


Number of Unemployed in British India. 

91. •Mr. K. P. Thampan (on behalf of ^Diwan Bahadur T. Eangachariar) : 
Have Government any information as to the number of people who are 
unemployed in British India, and if not, do they propose to give directions 
to the Census department to ascertain and collect information on this 
subject also? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Government have no precise informa- 
tion as to the number of unemployed persons in British India. It has been 
decided to collect statistics of educated unemployed at the next census. 


Number of Persons arrested for Political Offences. 

92 •Mr. E. P. Thampan (on behalf of Diwan Bahadur T. Eangachariar) : 
Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the 
number of persons (i) arrested, (ii) prosecuted,^ (iii) convicted and sentenced 
to imprisonment, (iv) who have defended themselves at the trial and (v) 
^ho are still confined to jail, in respect of the political offences after the 
^^vil disobedience movement began? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (i) to (v). I am not sure to what 
classes of offenders the Honourable Member is referring. If his reference 
is to those sentenced to imprisonment in connection with the civil dis- 
obedience movement, I would refer him to the answer I have given to 
Sardar Sant Singh’s unstarred question No. 12, dated 26th January, 1931. 

I am not in possession of information as regards parts (i), (ii) and (iv) 
of the question. As the Honourable Member will realise the collection 
of this information would be an extremely laborious task, which it would 
not be reasonable to impose on Local Governments. 

Cases of In^iuiry in connection with the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

93. ♦Mr. K. P. Thampan (on behalf of Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar) : 
ip) Will Government be pleased to state the number of cases where persons 
leceived physical injuries during the dispersal of unlawful assemblies con- 
nected with the civil disobedience movement and the number of police 
or other officers who received injuries on such occasions? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Government of India issued directions to Local Governments in March 
or April, 1930, that assemblies in connection with civil disobedience move- 
ment should be generally dispersed by the use of force, and will Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table the instructions issued by. the Gov- 
ernment of India to Local Governments during the year ifeo on this 
subject? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I lay on the table a statement 
giving the casualties among the public up to 31st July, 1930, resulting from 
firing, and also the casualties among the police and military up to the 
same date. I have no information regarding the injuries otherwise caused, 
and the Honourable Member will no doubt realise that it is not possible 
to collect it with any pretension to accuracy. 

(h) The Government of India have issued no such instructions. The 
law is quite clear as regards the circumstances in which an assembly 
becomes unlawful and may be dispersed by the use of civil or military 
force. 


Statement of Gusualtiee. 


Provinces. 

Casualties among the 
Public. 

Casualties among 
Police. 

Casualties among 
Military, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

i 

Wounded. 

Madras — 

Madras City, 
April 27th. 

Bombay— 
Victoria Termi- 
nus, 4th April 
(Railway 
strike). 

2 

, 

1 1 
i 

April 1930, 

6 ; 

(One died I 
subse- 1 
quently).' 

7 1 .. 

(One died j 
subse- ! 

(piently). 

1 

i 

24 

i 

1 

•• 
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Provinces. 

Casualties cunong 
the Public. 

Casualties among 
Police. I 

Casualties among 
Military. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. ! 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Bombay — contd. 

i 

April. 

i 

1930 — contd 

. 

1 


Bhusaval, 6th 
April (Rail- 
way strike). 

*1 

*2 





Kurla, 0th April 
(Railway 
strike). 

• • 

1 


2 

• ■ 

• • 

Karachi, 16th 

April. 

Bengal — 

1 

6 

(One of 
whom died 
subse- 
qxiently.) 


18 



Calcutta, 1st 
April. 

7 

59 

• • 

57 

• * 

• • 

Calcutta, 15th 
April. 


3 


62 

(Includes 
20 mem- 
bers of 

6 re bir- 
gade.) 


• • 

24‘Parganas, 
24th April. 

1 

3 

• • 

12 

• • 

s • 

Chittagong, 
18th, 19th & 
22nd April, 

10 

(terro- 

rists). 

2 

(terrorists. 
Both died 
subse- 
quently). 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Naokhali (Feni), 
23rd April. 

•• 

•• 

. .. 

3 

•• 

•• 

Chittagong, 

24th April. 

N.-W. F. P.— 

1 

(terrorist) 






Peshawar, 23rd- 
April. 

30 

(approxi 

mately). 

33 

(approxi- 

mately). 

J 

J. 

[lay 1930. 

3 

I 

9 

! 

Madras, May 
1930. 

Bombay — 

s s 

2 

• • 

• • 

• * 

• • 

Sholapur, 7th 
May. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

31 

• • 

• • 

Sholapur, 8th 
May. 

12 

28 

2 

30 

•• 

• . 

Wadala Salt 
Pans, 24th 
May. 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

9 

■■ 

* • 


* These casualties were the result oi an accident. 

A 2 
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Provinces. 

Casualties among . 
the Public. 

Casualties among . 
Police. 

Casualties among 
Military. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wpunded. 

Bombay — oonti. 
Bhendy Bazar, 

5 

May 1 

67 

— contdi 

• • 

16 

• • 

• s 

26th and 27th 
May. 

Bengal — 

Howrah, 6th 


5 

• • 

1 

• • 

• m 

May. 

Chittagong, 7th 

3 

1 


1 

• • 

s • 

May. 

M^mensingh, 

insurgents 
and 1 
other. 

1 

insurgent 
(who died 
subse- 
quently) 
and 5 
others 
(2 of whom 
died sub- 
sequently). 

Between 


44 


• • 

14th May. 

Midnapur, Gopi- 

• • 

30 to 40 

• • 

(includes 

1 Addi- 
tional 
Magistrate 
and 11 
Excise 
staff). 

12 

• • 


nithpur, 20th 
May. 1 

Dacca, 25th and 

2 

1 

• • 




27th May 

(Communal 

riot). 

Lillooah, E. 1. 

• • 

5 


• • 

• • 

• a 

Railway, 29th 
May. 

Midnapur (Pra- 

2 



•• 

% • 

s • 

ta p d i g h i), 

3 1st May. 

United Provinces 

1 

2 1 

about 42 


34 

• • 

• • 

—Lucknow, 

26th May. 

Punjab — 

Kalu, Jhelum 

• a 

(2 died 
subse- 
quently.) 

1 



s « 

• t 

District, May 
18th. 

Burma — . . 
Rangoon, last 

5 

37 


29 

• s 


week of May. 

I 

1 


















■ 'Ptbvince, 

Ctetialtilis aMong 
the Public. 

Casa^ties among 
Police. 

Casualties among'’ 
Military.), 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

1 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

North-West Pron- 

17 

Mat 

37 

/ J93(^-“Con 

1 

td. 

13 

a a 

1 

tier Province. 

Delhi, 6th May . 

4 

40 


38 


a a 

Madras 

3 

18 

June 1930, 

3 

. . 

a ■ 

Bagmari (Midna- 

2 

3 


6 


a • 

pur), 1st June 
1930. 

Chechuahat (Mid- 


11 

2 1 

4 


■ « 

napur), 6th 

June 1030. | 

Narendia (Midna- 


19 

i 

! 

8 

1 

1 

, , 1 

! 

• a 

pur), 6th 1 

June 1930. 

Fakirhat (Midna- 

• • 

1 

1 

J 

1 


pur), 10 th June 
1930. 

1 

Kherai (Midna- 

• • 

#(Died sub- 
sequent* 

ly). 

21 


10 

1 

1 

.. 


pur), 11th June 
1930. 

Ramnagar (Ba- 

■ • 

1 


1 

i 

j 

i 


karganj). 

North West Fron- 

3 



1 

• • 1 

1 

1 

^ I 

n 

tier Province. 

Madras 

2 

9 

Jvli/ 1930. 


• ’ 1 


Khersai (Midna- 


1 


11 

.. 


pur), 2nd J uly 
1930. 

Keshoreganj (My- 


11 


5 



mensingh). 

Saran (Etah), 1 1th 

5 

19 


j 

34 

. 


July 1930. 

Amunagar Sarai 

1 

1 



i 


(Meerut). 

JubbulpoM, 19th 
July lOio. 

Bombi^, 6th Jtay 
1930. 1 


6 


83 

' 

1 

i 

1 

•• 

•• 

•• 

(xnostly 
slightly 
injured 
by stone 
throwing). 

1 

2 
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Pboyision of a Club fob thb Eubofean Membebs of tee Gun 
Cabbiage Faotoby at Jubbulpobe. 

64. *Sir Hari Singh Oour: (a) Is it a fact that the Gun Carriage 
Factory have built a club for their European members at Jubbulpore? 

(6) Is it a fact that this club has cost Government about one lakh and 
74 thousands of rupees? If not, how much has it cost? 

(c) Is it a fact that there were only 18 European members of the 
Factory when the club was built? 

(d) How many members are there now? 

(e) What return, if any, do Government get upon this outlay? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. This institute has been in existence for 
about 25 years, ever since the factory was established. 

(6) No, Sir, but the institute has recently been rebuilt at a cost of 
about Rs. 90,000. 

(c) No, Sir. The membership wap about 70. 

(d) About the same number. 

{e) Government get no monetary return. 

Provision of a Club for the European Members of the Gun 
Carriage Factory at Jubbulpore. 

95. *Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) When was the construction of the Gun 
Carriage Club at Jubbulpore sanctioned? When did its building com- 
mence and when w’as it cotaipleted? 

(6) Is it a fact that Jubbulpore possesses a recognized club for Europeans 
known as the Nerbudda club? 

(c) What necessity was there for building another club? 

(d) To what account has this cost been debited? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The reconstruction of the institute building was 
sanctioned in December, 1928. The work was begun in January, 1929, and 
completed in May, 1930. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) This institute is primarily intended for members of the factory sub- 
ordinate staff, who are not eligible for membership of the Nerbudda Club. 

(J) Anny estimates. 

Promotion of Sub-Assistant Surgeons on State Railways. 

96. *Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) Is it a fact that the Railway Board 
have recently decided that no S’ub-Assistant Surgeon in the State Railways 
Service can be promoted to the grade of Assistant Surgeon unless he obtains 
the degrees of M.B., B.S.? 

(b) Is it a fact that Sub-Assistant Surgeons in the Civil Medical Service 
and those employed in the Company-managed railways, on their comple- 
tion of 20 years’ service, become eligible for selection to certain Assistant 
Surgeons* posts? 
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(c) Is it a fact that Sub- Assistant Surgeons in the service of the East 
Indian EaUway and the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway were eligible for 
piomotion to the grade of Assistant iShirgeons before their transfer to the 
State? 

(d) Is it a fact that in the Military Medical Service the selected Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons with 15 years or less service become eligible for pro- 
motion to the grade of Assistant Surgeons? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The conditions under which S’ub -Assistant 
Siu’geons on State-managed liailways may be considered eligible for pro- 
motion to the rank of Assistant Surgeon are at present under consideration. 

(b) The information in possession of Government shows that Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons are eligible for promotion to the rank of Assistant 
Surgeon in very special cases and to a limited number, in Madras after 
20 years’ service, and in the Punjab after 15 years’ service. The practice 
in other provinces is not known. I am obtaining information in regard 
to the practice on Company-managed Eailways and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member when this has been received. 

(c) No, though in 1921 one Sub-Assistant Surgeon on the East Indian 
Bail way, who was considered to be specially deserving, was promoted to 
the rank of Assistant Surgeon. 

(d) On the Military side the honorary rank of Assistant Surgeon may 
be granted to Sub-Assistant Surgeons for exceptionally meritorious service 
•over a period which, in practice, is not less than twenty years. 

Promotion of Sub-Asststant Surgeons on State Railways. 

97. *Sir nari Singh Gour; (a) Is it a fact that Assistant Surgeons on 
the State Railways, on completion of 17 years’ service, become eligible for 
promotion to the grade of an Assistant Medical Officer, which is a gazetted 
post with pay rising upto Bg 700 per menserr:? 

(6) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of finding 
some means of encouraging the State Bailway Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
by malting some of them eligible, for promotion to the grade of Assistant 
Surgeons as heretofore? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; (a) Yes. 

(b) As I have just informed the TTonourable ^Icmber in reply to hi3 
previous question, the conditions under which Sub-Assistant Surgeons on 
State-managed Baihvays might be considered eligible for promotion to the 
rank of Assistant Surgeon are at present under consideration. 

Discontinuance of Salutes. 

98. *Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) Will Government be pleased io state 
the reasons which have influenced them to alter the incidence of costs of 
salutes with effect from the next financial year? 

(b) What was the practice hitherto and now in vogue? 

(o) What is the cost of such salutes to be henceforth charged against 
the civil and military estimates respectively? 

(d) Have Government considered the advisability of limiting if not 
totally discontinuing the salutes ? 
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Kr. O. M. Young: (a)/(b) tod (o). It has always been the practice 
hitherto tl^at the military authorities, whose duty it is to fire salutes, should 
pay for them, although the expenditure is incurred on behalf ot civil De- 
partments. In future, however, the cost of salutes fired for Buling Princes 
and political officers, amounting to about Es. 13,000 a year, will be charged 
to civil estimates, only Es. 6,000 to be borne by Army estimates. 

(d) The number of salutes and of persons entitled to them was consider- 
ably reduced in 1923. 

COKTBTBUTORY PROVIDENT FUND FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 

99. *Sardar O. N. Mujumdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) The number and names of Government Offices where a system 

of contributory Provident Fund for the subordinate staff exists 
and the percentage of Government contributions as compared 
to that contributed by the employees therein; 

(b) Whether it is a fact that an improvement over the present system 

of contributory Provident Fund for the Treasurer's establish- 
ment of the Currency Offices in India was under contemplation 
by Government and views thereon were asked for from the 
various currency associations. 

(o) The decision arrived at by Government in the matter. 

(d) If no decision has yet been arrived at, the cause of delay. 

(e) Whether it is a fact that the Government have informed the 

various currency associations that they were going to consider 
the Provident Fund scheme along with the other currency 
questions through a separate committee appointed for the 
purpose, 

(/) Whether it is a fact that Government have now excluded the 
consideration of the contributory Provident Fund scheme from 
tlie scope of the proposed committee. 

{g) The reasons for this subsequent alteration on the part of Govern- 
ment? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Government are not in a 

position to state, without elaborate enquiry, the number and names of 
the offices in which a contributory Provident Fund system for subordinate- 
staff exists. 

This system is a characteristic condition of service of quasi -permanent 
personnel, for whom pensionary terms are unsuitable; and employees of 
both types are often found side by side in the same Department or office. 

The normal rate of Government contribution to civil Provident Funds 
is one-sixteenth of pay, or in other words, 75 per cent, of the qmount fixed 
for the Government servants own subscription. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) to (g), I shall answer together. In 1929 Government offered to intro- 
duce, from 1st April, 1930, a contributory Provident Fund of the normal civil 
type for employees in the Treasurer s Department of Currency Offices io 
place of the present Fund; but, on finding that the various Currency Asso- 
ciations demanded better terms, suspended its introduction till it reached 
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a decision of general application to its servants as a whole who are em- 
ployed on contributory Provident Fund terms. Far from making any pro- 
mise that the question of Provident Funds would be included in the terma. 
of reference to the Committee appointed to consider the grievances of 
Currency staff, Government definitely informed the 'Currency Associationa. 
in October, 1930, that this question would be excluded. Government con- 
sider that there is no case for conceding better terms to Currency staff 
than are ultimately given to the generality of employees of civil Departmenta- 
serving on contributory Provident Fund terms. 


CONTEIBUTORY PrOVIDKNT FuND FOR GOVERNMENT OFFICES. 

100. *Sardar O. N. Mu]umdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government have proposed certain* 

schemes to take the place of the present pensionary benefits- 
and have invited views of associations of central servants 
thereon ? 

(b) The number and names ot associations who have forwarded their- 

views? 

(c) Which of tlie schemes is generally favoured by the associations? 

(d) Whether Government intend to abide by the majority of the 

views expressed ? 

(e) The approximate period that will still elapse before any of the 

schemes is sanctioned and brought into force? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yer. 

(h) Government arc not in a position to furnish the names of all the- 
Associations whose views have been obtained, as many of them were con- 
sulted by Local Governments; but the total number exceeds 100. 

(r) None of the three schemes put forward for consideration commanded 
general acceptance. 

(d) The majority of Associations asked for the terms enjoyed by non- 
pcnsionable employees on State Eailways — terms which Government have 
reason to believe would cost the taxpayer more than the existing pension- 
ary system on account of the rise in interest levels since the introduction 
of the Railway Fund. Government cannot contemplate any further ex- 
tension of these terms at the present juncture. 

(c) I cannot make iiny definite promise, but I can assure the Honourable' 
Member that I will do my best to deal with this question expeditiously. 

Soldered Coins received in Currency Offices. 

101. *Sardar O. N. Mu]umdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) Total number of soldered coins received during the course of last 

two years from January, 1929, in each of the Currency Offices 
in India 

(б) The number and names of Currency Offices in which soldered coins 

tendered by persons transacting business thereof are accepted? 

(c) Whether it is a fact that these coins are required to be examined^' 
by the Shroffs in the Currency Offices? 
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id) Whether it is a fact that the same coins are redirected in lot for 
examination to the Mint Offices? 

(d) Whether it is a fact that this examination and re-examination 
does result in the duplication of the staff and an additional 
expenditure upon Government revenue? 

(/) Whether in view of the fact that the examination in the Mint is 
conducted by experts, the examination in the Currency offices 
can advantageously be discontinued? 

Whether it will not be possible to direct these traders who bring 
a lot of Es. 100 and over of these soldered coins direct to the 
Mint? 

'Qi) If the reply to (gf) be in the negative, the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The information is being col- 
lected and will be sent to the Honourable Member later. 

(6) and (c). There are no special arrangements for soldered coins 
tendered by persons transacting business thereof except that mentioned in 
(d) below. Soldered coins are received for examination from the public 
Sit all Treasuries and Currency Offices, and shroffs in Currency Offices are 
‘required to examine all coins tendered. 

(d) No, except that as a special arrangement soldered coins received 
'in lots of 10,000 or more are, on presentation at the Bombay Currency 
Office, redirected to the Mint for examination and issue of outturn certi- 
ficates payable at the Currency Office. 

(^)> (/)» ( 9 ) (^)* function of the Mint is to take over coins 

withdra\TO by Currency Offices and treasuries as uncurrcnt and not to 
examine tenders by the public for w’hicli exchange is required. There are 
administrative difficulties in reducing the limit of Es. 10,000 mentioned 
in reply to clause (d) above to Es. 100 as suggested in clause {g). 


Soldered Coins received in Currency Offices. 

102. *Sardar G. N. Mujumdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) Whether cases have occurred in which coins accepted by the 
currency shroffs have been declared fraudulently defaced (F. D.) 
by the Bombay Mint Offices? 

{h) Whether cases have also occurred in which coins of the same 
nature as in (a) which have been cut and refused by the 
currency shroffs have been declared to be good by the Mint 
Office on reference by the public? 

(c) Whether it is not possible and desirable to have the discon- 
tinuance of such differentiation in opinion in future? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, but it does not necessarily follow that coins referred to in 
■(a) and (6) are exactly of the same nature. 

(c) This is the object aimed at, but occasional divergences of opinion in 
individual cases are inevitable. 
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Leave Besebve in the Bombay Cubbency Office. 

103. *Sardar O. N. Mujumdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) The percentage of leave reserves in the clerical establishment in • 

the Currency Office in Bombay? 

(b) Whether it is a fact that the percentage of leave reserves in the 

Bombay Post Offices is 18 per cent. ? 

(c) Whether it is a fact that the percentage of leave reserves in the 

Bombay Currency Office is hardly half that in the Bombay 
Post Offices? 

(d) The reason why there is not a uniform percentage of leave 

reserves in these two offices under the same Government in 
the same city? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) to (c). In the Bombay Cur- 
rency Office the percentage of leave reserve is 10, whereas in the Post 
Offices in Bombay it is 17 and in the administrative offices, c.g., that of the 
Postmaster General, 10. 

(d) Tlie strength of tlie leave reserve is fixed with reference to the condi- 
tions prevailing in a particular office. 

Leave Reserve in the Bombay Currency Office. 

104. *Sardar O. N. Mujumdar: Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have at present under consideration the question of increase 
in the Currency establisliinont in Bombay on accoxint of the heavy increase 
in the work of that Department, and whether they also propose to consider 
the question of increase in leave reserve siniultaneously ? Is it a fact that 
they have agreed to consider it as a result of representations from the 
Currency Association in Bombay some years back? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The question was considered in 
September last and tlie conclusion was reached that there had not been 
a sufficient increase in the volume of work to make it desirable to add to 
the strength of the permanent establishment in present circumstances. 

Establishment in the Bombay Currency Office. 

105. *Saiciar G. N. Mujumdar: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) The number of the total permanent establishment of clerks and 

shroffs in the Bombay Currency Offices? 

(б) The number of total temporary cstaixlishmeiit of clerks and shroffs 

in the Bombay Currency Offices? 

(c) Whether it is a fact that the permanent establishment in {a) 
above is quite insufficient to cope with the daily receipts of 
notes and coins in the Departments? If so, why such a big 
temporary establishment is maintained continually for years 
together? 

{d) Whether they have considered the question of abolishing the 
temporary * establishment altogether converting it into per- 
manent estalxlishment? 

5(e) If the reply to (d) be in the negative, the reasons therefor? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuater: (a) Treasurer’s Department:' 
Clerks 96, Shroffs 81. 

General Department: Clerks 46. 

These figures exclude Deputy and Assistant Treasurers, Superintendents 
and Assistant Superintendents. 

(6) The strength of the temporary establishment, excluding inferior 
servants, in the Bombay Currency Office on the 15th January, 1931, was: 

Clerks 37; Shroffs 28. 

(c) to (e). The work in the Currency Office varies from season to season 
and from day to day in the same season. There must be some elasticity in 
regard to the number of men to be employed to cope with the work from 
time to time, and as the work can be easily learned, the greatest economy 
is secured by engaging tcm{)orary hands as and A^hen required. 

Pay and Duties of Head Shroffs in the Calcutta Currency Office. 

106. *Sardar G. N. Mu]umdar: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Shroffs and Hoad Shroffs in the Calcutta Currency Office? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the pay, duties and nature of 
responsibility of the Head Shroffs in the Calcutta Currency Office, and 
whether these Head Shroffs had to make good any losses in discharging 
their duties? If so, how much? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Shroffs 77, Head Shroffs 3. 

(b) The j>ay of Head Shroffs is at present Es. 80 per mensem, but a 
proposal has just been accepted by the Standing Finance Committee to 
raise their pay to Es. 100 per mensem. The Head Shroffs are responsible 
for the proper working of the groups under them. They have to make 
good losses wliich can be attributed to their negligence. It has not been 
necessary in recent times to make any recoveries from them. 

Issue of India Treasury Bills. 

107. *Seth Ha|i Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state wliether it is a f.aet that the Government of India issue to the public, 
India Treasury Bills; and if so, 

(i) the amount of face value for which they have been issued and 

are payable after the 31st December, 1931; 

(ii) the amount of interest paid from 1st April to 31st December, 

1930; 

(hi) To what account is the interest charged? 

(b) Are India Treasury Bills issued— 

(i) to meet the financial requirements of the Government of India, 

or 

(ii) to stabilize the Is. 6d. ratio of exchange? 

(c) If they arc issued for any of the above purposes, in what way the 
money realized is utilized? 

(d) For what further length of time do the Government of India intend 
to continue the issue? 
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. The BonouraUe Sir George Schuster: (a) (i). The face value of Treasury 
Bills I outstanding on the 31st December, 1930, was Rs. 52 crores 40 lakhs. 

(ii) The amount of discount on Treasury Bills from the Ist April to the 
31st December, 1930, was about 1,78 lakhs. 

(iii) The discount paid on Treasury Bills is debited to the head “19 — 
Interest on Ordinary Debt”. 

(b) (i). The main object of issuing Treasury Bills is to meet the financial 
lequirements of Government. 

(ii) At the same time the handling of Treasury Bill policy may on 
occasion be closely connected with the Government's task as currency 
authority. If stability of the exchange value of Indian currency is to be 
maintained (whether at 1/6 or at any other level) the amount of currency 
in circulation must be regulated according to the actual requirements. If, 
for example, world prices for those commodities which India exports fall, 
then unless currency is suitably contracted, an inflationary position would 
exist, meaning that Indian prices would get out of parity with world 
prices ; exports would be held up ; and it would be impossible permanently 
to maintain stability of currency. The normal action of the currency 
authority in such cases is to draw surplus currency off the market, and 
by regulating interest rates to diminish the flow of capital from the country 
and stimulate the flow of capital into the country. The normal method 
by which the Government of India in its capacity as currency authority 
can achieve these objects is through its Treasury Bill policy. 

(c) The money realised from the sale of Treasury Bills is kept in the 
Government balances if it is not required for immediate disbursement. 

(d) This must depend entirely on the circumstances. I shall endeavour 
to give a forecast of our action for next year in my Budget speech. 

i ‘ 

Number of Members of various Communities employed in the Cus- 
toms House, Karachi. 

108. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 


(i) the total number of Appraisers working in the Customs House at 
Karachi, and how many of them belong to each of the follow- 
ing communities: 


(1) Hindus, 


(2) Parsis, 

(3) Christians, 

(4) Muslims; 

(ii) the total number of Examiners working in the Customs House 
at Karachi, and how many of them belong to each of the follow- 
ing communities : 


(1) Hindus, 

(2) Parsis, 

(3) Christians, 

(4) Muslims; 

(iii) the percentage of Muslim Appraisers and Examiners worWng in 
the Customs House at Karachi; and 
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(iv) how many Christian, Parsi, Hindu and Muslim Examinera 
were recruited from outside and how many were taken from 
the office within the last five years and what were their quali- 
fications ? 

(b) Were the posts of Appraisers and Examiners advertise in the 
Press? If so, were any applications received from Muslim candidates? 

(c) How many appointments were filled in through advertisement and 
how many otherwise? 

(d) Were any chances for the posts of Examiners given to Muslim clerks 
in the office? If not, why net? 

(e) How many Appraisers are there whose educational qualification is 
only departmental examination and no other University degree? 

(/) Are Government prepared to ask the Collector of Customs, Earacbi^ • 
to submit overy year the list of Preventive Officers, Wharfingers, Assistant 
Wharfingers, Appraisers, Examiners, and clerks to be appointed hereafter, 
to the Central Board of Revenue, showing the number of Muslims and 
non-Muslims required? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) A statement showing the in- 
formation asked for by tlie Honourable Member is placed on the table. 

(b) Only one vacancy was advertised recently in the Press wdien applica- 
tions from foul* ]\Iuslim candidates were received out of a total of 51 
applications. 

(c) The above mentioned vacancy was the only one filled up after adver- 
tisement. 

(d) No. None was found suitable. 

(^) Nine, but most of them possess other special qualifications, such as 
an export knowledge of macliinery and piece-goods. 

(/) It is not possible to forecast the number of vacancies likely to occur 
annually. Permanent appointments of Appraisers, Examiners and Pre- 
ventives Officers are reported to the Central Board of Revenue as soon as 
tlie.y are filled. Annual returns showing all the appointments made in the 
'previous year are also submitted to the Board. 

I am adding to the information asked for by the Honourable Member 
a statement showing all appointments made in the Karachi Customs House 
during 1930. I am doing this because I regard it as proper to examine the 
matter as a whole and not merely for one isolated branch or grade of the 
service operating in a Custom House. 

Statement showing the number of Appraisers and Examiners^ etc., in the Kafachi Customs 


House. 

(i) Total number of Appraisers 

• 

21 

Viz : — 

(1) Hindus . , , . 


. 7 

(2) Parsis 


3 

(3) Christians . • . . 


. 10 

(4) Muslims . • • . 


1 

(n) Total number of Examiners • 


• • • . 14 

Viz 

(1) Hindus . . • . 


. 9 

(2) Parsis 


. 1 

(3) Christians . • • . 

• 

4 

(4) Muslims .... 

(Hi) Appraisers 5 per cent, and Examiners 

m. 

Nil 
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(ii;) During the last five years 4 Examiners were recruited from outside and twa. 
from the office as under ; — 

A Parsi graduate, a Christian under-graduate and two Hindu.' Matriculates were 
recruited from outside. Two. of them had very considerable mercantile jsxperience.. 
The third had served as an analyst for over 7 years in the Local Government Labora- 
tory at Keamari and was recruited so that he could help the Assistant Chemical 
Examiner at analysis when necessary. The fourth was selected because he was tho 
son of a hardworking and devoted Government servant who died prematurely while- 
still in service. 

Two Hindus were promoted as Examiners, one a graduate and the other 
matriculate. 


Statement showing all appointments made in the Kat'achi Customs House during the ysat- 

mo. 




How filled. 


Service or 
appointment. 

Number. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Europear 8 
and 
Anglo 
Indians. 

Indian 
Sikhs. Chris- 
tians. 

Other 
Commu - 
nities. 

Remarks,. 

Appraisers . 

1 

. . 

. . 

. . 

.. 

1 


Examiners • 

1 

1 


•• 

.. 

.. 


Proven tive 
Officers. 

1 

• •• 

•• 

1 

1 

.. 

•• 


Lower Division 
clerks, 

1 

8* 

2 

5 


1 


♦Two of 
them 
have 
since 
resign- 
ed. 

Total • 

11 

3 

5 

1 

1 j 

i 1 

i 1 



Number of Members of various Communities employed in the Cus- 
toms House, Karachi. 

109. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 


(i) the total number of Wharfingers working in the Customs House 
at Karachi, and how many of them belong to each of the fol- 
lowing communities : 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Parsis, 

(3) Christians, 

(4) Muslims? 


(ii) whether it is a fact that no local and rent allowances were given 
to Whai’fingers when they were sanctioned for ministerial and 
Preventive Officers? 


(iii) haw many times did the Collector of Customs send the scheme 
of the Wharfingers section to Government and how many; 
times was it refused within the last 5 years? 
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(6) Is any scheme lying at present before the Government, and if so, 
swhat action do they intend to take? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact: 

(i) that appointments of Preventive Officers are filled indirectly from 
outsiders? 

((ii) that Wharfingers, who are of long service, and experienced in the 

• line, are not given appointment of Preventive Officers; if not, 

why not? 

r(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact : 

(i) that the whole Preventive Service from Assistant Collector to 

peon is provided with residential quarters; and 

(ii) that the Whai*finger section is a part of the Preventive Service, 

and if so, is the Wharfinger section provided with residen- 
tial quarters? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) (i). A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(ii) In 1922 a local allowance for the ministerial establishment and a 
house rent allowance for some Preventive Officers, for whom it was not 
possible to provide quarters free of rent, were sanctioned. No local or 
house rent allowance was sanctioned for the Wharfinger establishment. 
The local allowance for the ministerial establishment and the house rent 
allowance for the Preventive establishment were both merged in pay in 
1926, since which time the Preventive Officers have to pay rent for their 
quarters. 

(iii) A scheme for the re-organisation of the Wharfinger establishment 
was submitted by the Collector of Customs in October, 1926, and was sanc- 
tioned in the following month. Another scheme was sent up by the 
Collector in October, 1929, but on account of financial stringency the 
Antral Board of Eevenue found itself unable to support it. 

(6) No. 

(c) (i).Yes, as a general rule. 

(ii) The cases of specially deserving W^harfingers are taken into consider- 
ition for appointment to the Preventive Service; such promotions have 
)een given in the. past. 

(d) (i). Quarters have been provided for the Assistant Collector in charge 
>f the Preventive Service, Preventive Inspectors and Officers (see the reply 
0 (a) (ii) above) and all the peons in the Preventive section. 

(ii) As at present organised, the Wharfinger establishment is not re- 
;arded as a part of the Preventive Service proper. It has not been found 
lecessary to provide quarters for Wharfingers. 


Statement showing the total number of Wharfingers working in the Karachi Customs 

House, 

-10. Wliarfingers and 16 Assistant Wharfingers as below: 


Community. 


Wharfingers. 

Assistant Wharfingers. 

Hindus . 


6 

10 

Parsis 




Christians 


1 

2 

Muslims . 


2 

3 

. Jews 

• 

1 

1 
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ISfuHRBB OF Members of yabious Communities employed in the Cus- 
toms Housb« Karachi. 

110. *Seth Baji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(i) the total number of Superintendents working in the Custom JElouse 

at Karachi, and how many of them belong to each of the fol- 
lowing communities — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Parsis, 

(3) Christians, 

(4) Muslims ; 

(ii) the total number of Deputy Superintendents working in the 

Custom House at Karachi and how many of them belong to 
each of the following communities — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Parsis, 

(3) Christians, 

(4) Muslims; 

(iii) the total number of clerks working in the Custom House at 

Karachi ; 

(iv) how many of the clerks belong to each of the following com- 

munities and draw Ks. 125 and above p.ni. — 

(а) Hindus, 

(б) Parsis, 

(c) Christians, 

(d) Muslims ; 

(v) how many of them belong to each of the following communities 

and draw Rs. 45 to below 125 p. m. — 

(a) Hindus, 

(5) Parsis, 

(c) Christians, 

(d) Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: A statement containing the in- 
loiination asked for by tlic Honourable Member is placed on the table. 


StaUment showing the number of Superintendents ^ etc., in the Karachi Custom 

House. 

(i) Total number of Superintendents is 4, viz/:^ 

(1) Hindus t 

(2) Parsis ^ 

(3) Christians 2 

(4) Muslims • 

B 
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(ii) Total number of Deputy Superintendents is 4, viz, 

(1) Hindus 4 

(2) Parsis ^>7. 

(3) Christians 

(4) Muslims 

(iii) Total number of clerks — 136. 

(iv) Number of clerks drawing a pay of Rs. 125 and above per month — 

(1) Hindus 16 

(2) Parsis ^ 

(3) Christians ......... 3 

(4) Muslims 1 

(v) Number of clerks drawing a monthlv pav of Rs. 45 and over but bclovr 
Rs. 125.- 


(1) Hindus 75 

(2) Parsis .......... 4 

(3) Christians .......... 13 


(4) Muslims . 


Withholding of Gkants from the Benares Hindu University. 

111. *La]A Eari Ba] Swarup: (a) Wbat is the total amount of recur- 
ring and non-recurring annual grants paid to the Benares Hindu University 
and the Aligarh Muslim University by the Government of India and the 
United Provinces Government? 

(6) W hen and how jiro these grants paid? 

(c) Have the grants been paid to both the Universities for the current 
financial year? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the various com- 
ments in the papers that the Benares Hindu University has not received 
its grants this year; and that it is expected to withhold grants on account 
cJ political reasons? Will Government be pleased to state if there is any 
truth in these statements? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is In the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state the reasons for which it has been proposed to withhold its grants? 

(f) Arc Government awnre that the withholding of the grants from the 
Hindu University at this time will cause a great blow to this long estab- 
lished institution? 

(gf) Do not Government propose to issue grants immediately? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) The Gov- 
ernment of India have sanctioned a recurring grant of Es. 3 lakhs and a 
non-recurring grant of Es. 15 lakhs to the Benares Hindu University and 
also to the Aligarh Muslim University. The Government of the United 
Provinces report that they have sanctioned for the Benares Hindu Univer- 
sity a recurring grant of Es. 98,882, and for the Aligarh Muslim University 
a recurring grant of Es. 1,78,532 and a non-recurring grant of Rs. 20,000 for 
the year 1930-31. 
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(b) The recurring grants from Central revenues are payable annually in 
two equal instalments, the first in or after May, and the second in or after 
the following November. The non-recurring grants from Central revenues 
are spread over three years, viz., lie. 3 lakhs in 1929-30 and Bs. 6 lakhs in 
each of the years 1930-31 and 1931-32, in the case of the Benares Hindu 
University, and Bs. 3 lakhs in 1930-31 and Bs. 6 lakhs in each of the years 
1931-32 and 1932-33 in the case of the Aligarh Muslim University. These 
grants are paid through the Government of the United Provinces. The 
Government of the United Provinces report that the recurring grants are 
paid quarterly in advance in the case of the secondary schools attached to 
the Universities, in one lump sum at the beginning of the year in the case 
of the Aligarh Muslim University Degree College and monthly for 
ten months in the case of the stipends at the Training College attached 
to the Benares Hindu University. The non-recurring grant is paid when 
the conditions specified in paragraph 354 of the United Provinces Educa- 
tional Code are fulfilled. 

(.5) So far as grants from Central revenues are concerned, the first 
instalment (^f the recurring grant to the Aligarh Muslim University has 
been paid fi r the current financial year. The payment of the grants to 
the Benares Hindu University was deferred pending the receipt of a 
further report from the Government of the United Provinces regarding 
the financial and general administration of the University. It is reported 
that the grants from provincial revenues for the current financial year 
have been paid, with the exception of a portion of the recurring grant 
to the Benares Hindu University for the fourth quarter, for which* a claim 
has not yet been received, and a portion of the grant to the Ceramics 
Department of that University. 

(d), (c), (/) and (g). Government have seen the comnienls mentioned 
by the Honourable Member. T would refer him to the reply I have given 
to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's question No. 44 on this subject. 

Issue of Return Tickets on Railways. 

112. *Iiala Hari Baj Swamp: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the names of Railways which do not issue return tickets? 

(b) Is it a fact that the two great systems of Railways, viz.. Great 
Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways con- 
necting various comimercial centres with Bombay do not issue return 
tickets? If so, why? 

(c) Will Government state tlie reason w’hy there should not be a 
uniform practice in this respect on all railways especially State-managed 
railways? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) There is considerable diversity in the practice 
adopted on the principal railways regarding the issue of return tickets and 
I am having a printed statement, showing what the position in this respect; 
was in December, 1930, placed in the Library. 

(b) Certain return tickets are issued on the Great Indian Peninsula 
and Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways. 

(c) Owing to varying local conditions on different railways a uniform 
practice ih this respect is not desirable. 

B 2 
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Hr. Oaya Prasad Singli: Sir, are Government aware that the East 
Indian Eailway authorities have discontinued the practice of issuing eight- 
monthly return tickets from the 1st of January? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: I believe that is so, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I know the reason? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Because it did not pay the East Indian Railway 
to issue them. 

Lala Hari Ra] Swamp: Is it a fact that the North Western Railway 
also have discontinued the practice of issuing week-end return tickets? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I believe so, and for the same reason. 

Forfeiture of Security deposited by the Hindustan Times, 

J13. *Slr Hari Singh Gour (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal): 

(a) Are Government aware of the decision of a Special Bench of the Lahore 
High Court, presided over by the Chief Justice, in the Hindustan Times 
security forfeiture case, decided on the 19th December, 1930, under section 
16 of the Press Ordinance II of 1930? 

(6) Are Government aware that the High Court characterised the 
demand of security from the Hindustan Times Press on the 29th of April, 
1930, two days after promulgation of the Ordinance by the Local Govern- 
ment of Delhi, as illegal? 

(c) Are Government aware that most of the articles, on which the order 
for forfeiture of the security of the Hindustan Times Press and n-.*wspaper 
was based, have been held to be unobjectionable by the Special Bench 
of the High Court at Lahore? 

(d) Are Government aware that the order of forfeiture has been held 
to be justified mainly on the basis of the report of a speech delivered by 
Mr. V. J. Patel, ex-Speaker of the Assembly, wherein he had advocated 
boycott of the Legislatures and of all candidates and voters and that a 
repoi-t of this speech was held to have contravened section 4 (1) clause (d) 
of the Ordinance as being likely to cause annoyance to some person or 
persons? 

(e) In view of the above facts : 

(i) will Govermnent be pleased to, inform the House as to the steps 

it has taken in view of the judgment aforesaid? and 

(ii) are Government prepared to consider the question of refunding 

the security of the Press and the newspaper forfeited by 
order of the Local Qovemmenfr? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) The learned Chief Justice held that the order in question requiring 
security appeared to proceed upon what was published before the promul- 
gation of the Ordinance and that a requisition for security proceeding on 
a writing published before that date would be illegal. 

(c) and (d). The learned Chief Justice observed that reasonable objec- 
tion could not be taken to a considerable number of extracts on which 
the order of forfeiture was based, but he did not consider it was necess^ 
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to examine them all as he had come to the decision that the report! of the 
meeting referred to in part (d) of the question justified the order, and held 
that the application must therefore be dismissed. 

(e) (i) and (ii). I am not sure what steps the Honourable Member 
has in mind. The Government of India see no reason for refunding the 
security which the High Court has held to have been justifiably forfeited. 

Hindu Opinion on Bills relating to Hindu Lavt. 

114. *Baja Bahadur' O. Krishnamachariar: With reference to Sir 
Malcolm Hailey's answer to Babu J. N. Mukherjee s question No. 232, 
dated 10th March, 1923, regarding “Hindu opinion on Dr. Gour's and 
Mr. Seshagiri Iyer’s Bills”, will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) whether in cases where specific motions for circulation of Bills 

relating to Hindu Laws were adopted by the Assembly, as 
for instance, in the cases of — 

(1) The Hindu Co-Parcener s Liability Bill, 

(2) The Hindu Widow s right of Inheritance Bill, 

(3) The Hindu Religious and Charitable Trusts Bill, 

(4) The Children's Protection Bill, 1927, and 

(6) The Arya Marriage Validation Bill, 

the opinions of Hindu Associations, the heads of Hindu 
religious institutions, and representative Hindus of the 
orthodox community were invited by the Government, and 

(б) If so, in respect of which Bills? 

(c) If not, why were not such opinions invited? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a), (&) and (c). When Bills are 
circulated for opinion by the direction of the Assembly, the Government 
of India do not obtain opinions on them direct but through the agency of 
the Local Governments and Administrations who are given full discretion 
to consult such officers and other persons as they think fit. In the case 
of the five Bills mentioned, this procedure was followed. Beyond the 
information which can be gathered from the opinions themselves which 
were printed and circulated to Members of the Assembly, the Government 
of India have no information ns to what represonlative associations and 
heads of the Hindu religious institutions were consulted by the Local 
Governments in respect of each of the Bills. 

Religious Opinion on Bills affecting Relioiou s Customs. 

115. *Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: (,a) Are Government pre- 
pared to issue instructions that in future, before any Bill affecting the 
religion or the socio-religious usages and customs of any community is 
introduced in the Assembly, the opinions of prominent representative 
members of that community who follow their ancient D/mruia, the heads 
of Mutts and other religious institutions should be obtained by the Local 
Government to whom the Bills may be referred? 

(b) Is it a fact that where opinions are invited by the Local Govern- 
ments on Bills introduced in the Legislative Assembly, they do not for- 
ward all the opinions collected but make a selection and send only those 
that they select? 
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(c) Do Government propose to issue instructions that in future 
all opinions obtained by them should be forwarded together with a full 
list of persons whose opinions were called for, irrespective of whether all 
of them responded to the invitation or not? 

The BEonpurable Sir George Bainy: (a) It is presumed that the Honour* 
able Member refers to Bills circulated for opinion in pursuance of a circula- 
tion motion made and adopted in the Legislative Assembly. If so, Bills 
so circulated are circulated with a letter enjoining Local Governments to 
furnish their own opinion and that of such selected officers and other per- 
sons as they think fit to consult. Government are however prepared to 
consider whether any useful purpose would be served by supplementing 
this general discretion with instructions on the lines indicated by the 
Honourable Member. 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. The persons and bodies who are 
consulted by Local Govei*nments are selected with care so that the body 
of opinion received may be compact, representative and helpful. The 
replies of the Local Governments therefore indicate the main divisions of 
public opinion and their relative importance; and the opinions selected 
contain opinions representative of each division, and any isolated opinion 
which appears to be valuable. 

(o) The instructions issued to Local Governments on the subject were 
the outcome of a conclusion which the Government of India see no reason 
to reconsider and in the interests of administrative convenience it is neces- 
sary that opinions should be subjected to a process of selection before being 
transmitted by Local Governments. 

Withholding of Sanction to the introduction of Bills in the 

Legislative Assembly. 

116. BahfUlm G. KiislWfmacharw Will Government be 
pleased to state how many Bills requiring the previous sanction of the 
Governor General, under section 67, clause 2 (b), Government of India 
Act, were proposed to be introduced in the Legislative Assembly, since 
the introduction of the reforms in 1921; and in how many cases were 
the proposals rejected? 

Sijr LrasclOt GrshAIQ: The sanction in question was applied for in fifty 
and it was refused in five cases. 

Baja Bahadur G. K ri s hn a m achariar : Will Government be pleased to 
give the names of the Bills with regard to which sanction has been refused? 

Sir Zaaocelot Graham: T should like to have notice of that question, Sir. 

Appointment of a Standing Committee fob Bills relating to 
Hindu and Muhammadan Laws. 

117. *Ba]a Bahadur G. K^dahnamachaifiar: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state what further steps, if any, were taken to -consider the 
Resolution reg^ing the appointment of a Standing Committee for Bills 
relating to Hindu and Muhammadan laws subsequent to the 18th of 
August, 1926, when a similar Besolution was postponed till the following 
Session? 
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(h) If any steps have not been taken till now, have Government any 
intention to re-introduce the Besolution? If so, when? 

Tike Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (b). As the Honourable 
Member is aware, Government have endeavoured to bring the matter 
before the House on more than one occasion, but the House has not been 
disposed to consider their proposals. They do not consider it desirable to 
proceed further in the matter until a decision is reached on the larger issues 
which came under the consideration of the Bound Table Gonference. 

Bills circulated for Opinion. 

118. *Ba}a Bahadur G. Kridmamachariar: With reference to the 
Honourable the Home Member's answer to Mr. M. K. Acharya’s starred 
<lueslion No. 656, dated 19th -March, 1930, will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) which Bills they proposed to circulate for opinion and whether 

they included those proposed by Messrs. M. K. ‘Acharya and 

K. V. Rangaswamy Iyengar? 

(b) whether such Bills were actually circulated and opinions 

obtained? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to supply the Members of 

this Assembly with copies of the same as early as possible? 

(d) If not, when they propose circulating them, and including in 

them the Bills now proposed to be introduced? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Bills circulated were those of 
which notices had been received from non-official Members of both the 
Houses or \vhich had been actually introduced before that answer was 
given. They included the Bills of which notices w^ere received from 
Messrs. M. K. Acharya and K. V. Rangaswamy Iyengar and have been 
circulated by executive order. 

Some opinions are still outstanding and Government are unable to make 
any statement at present. 


Report of the Age of Consent Committee. 

119. *Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Will Government be pleased 
to state ; 

(a) When they received the Report of the Age of Consent Committee ? 

(b) Whether it was circulated for obtaining the opinions of the Local 

Governments and other bodies, as is the general practice 
whenever a Committee is appointed for the consideration of 
questions affecting the public welfare? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to communicate to the Honour- 

able Members of this Assembly, as early as possible, the 
opinions received in pursuance thereof? 

(d) If not, why that course was not adopted in this particular case, 

and whether they will now do so before Dr. Gour's Bill to 
amend the Penal Code comes up for consideration? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The Beport of the Age of Consent 
Committee was received on the 3rd July, 1929. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) and (d). The views of some of the Local Governments have not 
yet been received, and until they have been received and examined, Gov- 
ernment will be unable to decide what further steps they should take. 

Govbbnaient Policy of Non-Interference with Religion or Social 

Customs. 

120. ^Baja Bahadur O, Krishnamachariar: (a) Has there recently been 
any change in the Government's policy as regards non-interference with 
religion or social customs closely inter-mixed with religion which was re- 
peatedly declared as an article of faith with the British Government by 
their spokesmen from time to time? 

(6) Has the attention of Government been di*awn to the reply given 
by the Honourable the Home Member, in August last, to an Orthodox 
Deputation, which protested against the '‘Child Marriage Restraint Bill” 
and reported in the newspapers at the time, that “It would not probably 
be possible for the Government to offer any longer unqualified resistance 
to innovations in social matters" as Government came in for violent 
criticism both in India and in England for their neutral attitude hitherto 
on social questions as holding reactionary views on social matters? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the above correctly 
represents their present attitude in regard to questions of the nature 
referred to in part (a) above? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (c). I think the Honourable 
Member will appreciate that it is impossible to give an adequate statement 
of policy in so complex a matter within the limits of a reply to a question. 

(b) Presumably the Honourable Member refers to the deputation which 
waited upon me in August 1929 ivhen the Child Marriage Restraint Bill 
was under consideration. The general purport of my reply was that Gov- 
ernment could not take an attitude of uncompromising hostility to measures 
which were influentially supported and merited serious consideration. 

Selection of Indian Representatives for the Round Table Con- 
ference. 

121. ^Baja Bahadur O. Krishnamachariar : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to the principles laid down for selecting Indian 
representatives to the Bound Table Conference? 

(b) Will Govermnent be pleased to state whether, in pursuance of those 
principles, any representatives of the large body of ryotwari landholders 
in the country have been selected to the Conference, and if so, who are 
such representatives? 

(c) If not, will Government be pleased to state why no such repre- 
sentatives vrere selected, notwithstanding the statement in their despatch 
on the Simon Committee's Report that, “We attach great importance to 
securing genuine and effective representation of rural interests”? 
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{d) Are Govenxment aware that there is considerable feeling in the 
country that the interests of the vast majority of the agricultural population 
which consists mainly of Eyotwari Landholders have been neglected, and 
that their case has virtually been allowed to go by default? 

The Honourable Sir George Kainy: (a), (b), (c) and (d). The Honourable 
Member is no doubt aware that the delegates to the Eound Table Con- 
ference were invited by His Majesty’s Government. Their selection is 
therefore not primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council. 
The number of delegates had necessarily to be limited, and in the majority 
of cases persons were invited who might be representative of as many 
interests as possible and the delegates, who might be held more particularly 
to represent one interest, represent in many cases other interests also. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Will Government be pleased to 
state how they came to the conclusion that certain Members of the Eound 
Table Conference represented the rural interests? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I think I have already explained, 
Sir, that the selection was not made by the Governor General in Council 
nor on his recommendation. 

Selection of Indian Representatives for the Round Table Con- 
ference. 

122. *Baja Bahadur G. Ki^ihnamaohariar: (a) Are Government aware 
that the right of the Liberal Party or the Hindu Mahasabha to represent 
the Hindu Community has been specially repudiated at various Provincial 
and All-India Conferences? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state why a comparatively high 
proportion of representation was allotted to both those Parties, while larger 
interests such as that of the Eyotwari Landholders and the great Orthodox 
Community were allowed to go unrepresented? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a) As regards the first part, 
I think this is largely a matter of opinion: as regards the second. Gov- 
ernment have no specific information. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply which I have 
just given to a previous question by him. 

Selection of Indian Representatives for the Round Table 

Conference. 

123. ^Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar ; (a) Are Government aware 
that, since the publication of their intention to call a Round Table Confer- 
ence, requests were made from all parts of the country that an adequate 
number of representatives of the followers of the Sanatana Dharma should 
be invited to that Conference? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether such representatives 
were invited or nominated to that Conference? 

(c) If so, who are such representatives? 

(d) If not, will Government be pleased to state why no such repre- 
sentatives were selected? 
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(e) Are Government aware that there is considerable disappointment in 
the country at their omission to select repmsentatives of ilie Banatana 
'Dhaima and a general belief that Government consider that their interests 
are negligible and may be disregarded with impunity? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government received one or 
two representations of that nature. 

(^)» (^)f (^) ^ would refer the Honourable Member to the 

reply which I have given to a previous question by him regarding the seleo- 
tion of delegates to the Round Table Conference. I have nothing to 
add to that. 

Sir Hari Siiigh Gour: May I beg to enquire whether the Round Table 
Conference was a religious conference? (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: That also, Sir, I think, is a matter 
of opinion. 


Export of Bones from India. 

124. *Seth Ha}i Abdoola Haroon: (;a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that bones of animals, raw as well as crushed, are 
allowed to be shipped to foreign countries? If so, — 

(i) what is the total quantity produced every year? If possible give 

hgiires of last three official years; 

(ii) what total quantity was shipped during the official year 1929-30; 

and 

(hi) what is the total value of the quantity so shipped? 

(b) Are Government aware that bones if adequately utilized as manure 
add to the natural strength of land, make the land more fertile and enable 
the land to give excellent results of product? If so, — 

(i) why are they allowed to be exported to foreign countries instead 

of being retained in India; and 

(ii) do Government intend to take steps to put a stop to the export? 

(c) Have Government taken advice of the Agricultural Research Com- 
mittee in connection with the article in question, and if so, — 

(i) what is the maximum quantity according to them that can be 

consumed in India if so desired ; 

(ii) have they expressed their opinion that exports should be res- 

tricted; and 

(iii) if not, do Government intend to take their advice with regard 

to the restriction of exports? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Vazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(i) No statistics of the annual production of bones exist, and estimates 
are particularly difficult to make as there are no statistics of the number 
of animals of different specieg which die annually. But it has been oal* 
culated that the annual production of bones is not less than 274,000 tons. 
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(ii) and (iii) The exports of crushed bones in 1929-30 amounted to 
73,405 tons, valued at Es. 75,27,472. Those of unorushed bones amount- 
ed to 118 tons, valued at Rs. 12,158, and of bone meal 36,118 tons, 
\alued at Rs. 32,81,790. 

(b) On certain soils and for certain crops, bone meal, i.a., finely crush- 
ed bones, is a useful manure. Uncrushed bones decompose very slowly 
and their manorial value is negligible. The Royal Commission on Agri- 
milture in India, after an exhaustive examination of the question, came 
io the conclusion that no case could be made out for prohibition of the 
1 ‘xport of bones or bone meal. The Government of India have accepted 
this view. 

(c) The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research has appointed a 
(;ommittee to investigate the better utilisation of indigenous manurial re- 
sources, including bones and bone products. That Committee has not 
\ot reported. 


Presses required to deposit Securities. 

125. *Seth Ha]i Abdpola Baroon: Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) Names of Presses to whom notices were issued under the twp 
Press Ordinances recently promulgated by His Excellency the 
Viceroy, up to the 31st December 1930? 

{b) Whether any of them were required to lay cash deposits with 
the Government and if so, — 

(i) who they were and what amounts were each of them 

asked to deposit; and 

(ii) what parts of each of such deiiosits have so far been 
forfeited to Government? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The inforination is being collect- 
ed and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: In view of the importance of this question, 
?nay I request that a copy of the information may be laid on the table 
of the House? 

The Honourable Sir James (brerar: I will consider that when the in- 
iormation is in my possession. 


Expenditure ingubbed on the Administration of the North West 

Frontier Province. 

126. *Sej^ B^Ji 4b49P^ Will Government be pleased to lay 

on the table a sta^ment showing total income and actual expenditure 
incurred on administration in North West Frontier Province during the 
financial year 1929-30, and separate figures of Land Revenue, Incdine-tax, 
Excise, Stamp, Forest, and other Civil Departments? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson: The figures required by the Honourable Member 
will be published in the Book of Detailed Estimates and Demands for 
Grants for 1931-32 which will be presented to the Legislative Assembly with 
the Budget. 
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Rbpbbsbntation op Government and the Legislative Assembly on 
THE Board of the Tata Steel and Iron Company. 

127. *Mr. 8. 0. Sh a h ani ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how much representation is had by the Government, and how much by 
the Legislative Assembly, on the Board of Control of the Tata Steel and 
Iron Company, Jamshedpur, which receives protection? 

(b) Are Government aware that Messrs. Herman and Mohatta of 
Karachi, who are agents of both the Tata Steel and Iron Company (Indian 
Steel Merchants) and Messrs. Dorman and Co. (British Steel Merchants), 
hold in store to-day hardly any quantity of Tatas' Steel as compared to that 
of Dormans*? Can it be made a condition of their agency of the Tata 
Steel and Iron Company that they shall not deal in the Steel manufactured 
by other companies? Is a fuller representation of the Government and 
the Assembly on the Directorate of the Tata Steel and Iron Company for 
purposes of increased production possible? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: {a) None. 

(b) Government have no information regarding the stocks of steel held 
by the firm in question. In view of the answer which I have given to 
part (a) the remainder of the question does not arise. 

W i I 

Representation op Government and the Legislative Assembly 

ON the Indian Cable Company, Jamshedpur. 

128. *Mr. S. 0. Shahani: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) what protection is afforded to the Indian Gable Company, 

J amshedpur ; 

(b) what representation Government and the Assembly have on 

the Directorate of the Company; 

(c) what profit the Company is earning ; and 

(d) how much percentage the Company is spending on Indian labour, 

and on Indian raw products? 

TOe Honourable Sir George Rainy (<x) None by means of protective 
duties, but the Company are given special assistance by remission of the 
import duty on electrolytic copper rod known as “Black rod“, copper 
weld rod and rough rolled aluminium rod imported by them via the port 
of Calcutta. ^ 

(b) None. 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to page 31 of the Report of 
the Indian Tariff Board on “The question of Tariff Equality in respect of 
the Manufacture of Electric Wires and Cables, 1928’*, pubhshed on the 
1st March, 1929, which gives the information desired for the five years 
ending 1927-28. The Government have no later information. 

(a) The Government have no information. 

Purchase op “India” Ceiling Fans by Government. 

129. *3^. S. 0. Shahani: Will Government be pleased to state how 
many electric ceiling fans known as “India”, made in Calcutta, do they 
purchase per year how many of the British make, and how many of the 
Continental? Are the Government aware that the manufacture of “India” 
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fans is a purely Indian industry? Will Government be pleased to state 
if they are prepared to purchase hereafter more of “India” fans, to 
stimulate their production? Are Government aware that the Govern- 
ment of India Test House, Alipore, have given the “India” fans a high test 
certificate that their specifications are good, and that they consume 48 
watts as against 80 to 100 watts consumed by the second best? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The number of electric ceiling fans purchased 
])y Government Departments varies from year to year. Figures of the total 
yearly purchases of electrici* ceiling fans by all Departments of the Central 
Government are not available, but the following figures of purchase of 
(continuous current ceiling fans by the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Stores Department, since 1928 will no doubt give the Honourable Member 
ihe information he requires. 


Isfc April 1928 Ist April 1929 j Igt April 1930 
to Slst March | to 31st Alarch ' to 30th Novein- 
I 1929. I 1930. ! her 1930. 


India Fans • • 

. 

. 

.1 

548 1 

332 I 

53 

British Fans 

. 

• 

. 

3,422 

4,4»« ' 

1,414 

Continental Fans. 

• 

• 

• 

Nil 1 

Nil 

Nil 


(b) The Government are aware that the India Fa'n is manufactured in 
India from materia] partly produced in India and partly imported from 
abroarl. ’ 

(c*) The purchase of electric fans in common with other stores will 
continue as heretofore to be made in conformity with the rules for supply 
of articles for the public service, but I may state for the information of 
the Honourable Member that the Indian Stores Department has given 
every possible encouragement to the manufacturers of the India Fan. 
'rhe fan has been included in the Department’s rate contracts for electric 
ceiling fans notwithstanding the fact that fans of greater efficiency and 
ot better quality can be obtained at more favourable prices. The De- 
partment also addressed all indenting Departments bringing the India 
Fan to their notice and recommending that trial orders should be placed 
for this make of fan. The technical officers of the Department have from 
lime to time visited the works where the India fans are made and have 
d'scus&ed with the manufacturers and their agents various points connect- 
♦•a with the design and manufacture of the fans and have pointed out the 
directions in which improvements were necessary. 

(d) The Government are advised that the efficiency and service value 
of electric ceiling fans cannot be judged on a comparison of watts oonsum’ 
v'd alone. Many other factors such as quantity of air delivered per watt 
consumed, low maintenance cost, etc., have to be taken into considera- 
fion. The Government are aware that in 1928 the Superintendent, Gov- 
ernment Test House, tested two types of India fans. The watts consum- 
ed by one type were approximately as stated by the Honourable Member, 
l)ut the fan failed to satisfy the standard required in other respects. 
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More recent tests of the India fan carried out by the Superintendent, 
Government Test House, show that, although the enerjgy consumptioh of 
the India fan of the type and size most in demand by Government Depart- 
ments is lower than that of some other makes, the service value of the 
India fan, e.g., cubic feet of air delivered per minute per watt, is not as 
high as that of the other makes. 

Purchase of Belgian Steel Pipes. 

130. *Mr. S. 0. Shahani: Are Government aware that the Belgian 
mild steel pipes, “L” brand, are cheaper than the mild steel pipes 
of the Stuart and Lloyd Co. by 10 to 15 per cent? Will Government be 
pleased to state if they are prepared to purchase hereafter the “L"’ brand 
pipes and not the Stuart Lloyd’s? 

Mr. J. A. Shiliidy: Government have no information regarding the 
price of Belgian mild steel pipes of the brand mentioned by the Honourable 
Member. 

Government make substantial purchases of mild steel pipes of the brand 
stated, but these are not . of Belgian manufacture. 

Government are not prepared to undertake to confine their purchases 
of mild steel pipes to any particular make or brand, but will continue to 
make their purchases of such articles in conformity with the rules for the 
supply of articles required for the public service. Tenders for pipes oi 
the brand stated receive, and will continue to receive, the same considera- 
tion as tenders for similar pipes by other manufacturers. 

Purchase by Government ot Indian Textiles. 

131. *Mr. S. 0. Shahani: Will Government be pleased to state if they 
are purchasing now only Indian textiles, both cotton and woollen, and 
none other? 

. Mr. J. A. Shiliidy: No, l)ut cotton and woollen textiles of Indian manu- 
facture arc invariably purchased when such purcliases arc justified by con- 
siderations of economy and efficiency. During the past four years a very 
high percentage of the value of contracts for textile supplies placed in India 
by the Chief (.Controller of Stores has been for cotton and woollen textiles 
produced in India. The percentage for cotton textile of Indian manufac- 
ture amounted to 96-7 per cent, and for woollen textiles of Indian manu- 
facture to 97 per cent. The Honourable Member will find further details 
in Appendix IV of the Administration Report of the Indian Stores De- 
partment for the year 1929-30, a copy of which is available in the Library 
of the House. 

Proceedings and Cost of the Round Table Conference. 

132. *Mr, K. 0. Roy: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if they were consulted before the Round Table Conference decided to hold 
the proceedings in camera? If so, what view did they express? 

(6) Have Government received full proceedings of the Round Table 
Conf^ence to date and will they be pleased to lay them on the table of 
this House or in the Library of the House? 
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(c) Will Government be pleased to state what is the total expenditure 
so far incurred in connection with the Bound Table Conference by the 
Government of India and how much has been contributed by the British 
exchequer? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The procedure of the Confer^ 
ence was settled by the Conference itself without consultation with the Gov' 
ernment of India. 

(b) It is for the Conference to maintain its records and to decide when 
and how its proceedings shall be made public. If has not yet communi- 
cated its full proceedings to Government for publication. 

(c) tile expenditure incurred in India by the Government of India 
iimounts approximately to Bs. 1,96,796, but no information is at present 
available as to the expenditure incurred in England. As regards the con- 
iribiition by the British exchequer I would refer the Honourable Member 
to the proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee dated the 19th June, 
.1930, in which the distribution of expenditure between His Majesty’s Gov- 
•unment and the (jovernment of India was explained. The an-angement 
proposed was generally accepted by His Majesty's Government, but no 
information is at present available in regard to the expenditure incurred 
by His Majesty’s Government. 

Future Procedure in connection with thk Round Table Con- 
ference Discussions. 

133. *Mr. K. 0. Roy: (a) Will Government* be pleased to state 
whether the Bound Table Conference is to be resummoned in India or in 
England after the termination of its present sessions? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether they adhere to the 
proposal that, after llu* constitutional proposals are submitted to Parlia- 
ment as a result of the B. T. (\ discussions, they will be referred to a 
tJoint Parliameiitarv Cominitlec which will discuss the proposals with a 
Parliamentary delegation Ironi India ; and wliether, wlien such a delega- 
tion is sent, those who wore lucinhers of the Bound Table Conference, 
would be entitled to be included in such a delegation? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the statement made by the Prime Minister on the 19th Janu- 
my, 1931. Government, have not yet been informed of any decision of 
His Majesty’s Government. 

(b) It is evident from the Prime IMinister's statement that the whole 
question of future procedure will receive careful consideration from His 
Majesty's Government, but I am afraid I cannot say more at present. 

Financial Position of the Indian Broadcasting Company. 

134. K. 0. Roy: (<t) Will Government be pleased to state 
the financial position of the Broadcasting Company since it has been taken 
over by Government stating profit or loss shown by the undertaking during 
the period of State ownership? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to place on the table of the House pro- 
ceedings of the Broadcasting Board since it has been constituted? 
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Hr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Two statements showing the income and ex- 
penditure — 

(i) of the Calcutta and the Bombay Stations of the Indian State 
Broadcasting Service, and 

(ii) of the two publications, Indian Radio Times and Betar Jagat 
published in Bombay and Calcutta, respectively, for the period 
from let April to 30th September, 1930, are placed on the 
table. 

(b) Government do not consider that any useful purpose would be serv- 
ed by placing indiscriminately on the table of the House the proceedings 
of Advisory Committees. If the Honourable Member, however, desires 
information on any specific point, endeavours will be made to supply Jt to 
him. 




/ricomearttf o/t7i0 Jor the period from ihe 1st April 1930 to the 80th 

September 1930, 
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Promulgation of New Obdinanges dealing with the Press and Unlaw- 
ful Instigation. 

135. *Mr. K. 0. Roy: Will Government be pleased to place on the 
table of the House papers in connection with the promulgation of the new 
Ordinances dealing with the Press and Unlawful Instigation, particularly in 
coimection with the statement in Government vreekly Review of the situa- 
tion immediately preceding their promulgation that the tone of the press 
had deteriorated? 

The^ Honourable Sir James Crerar: As the papers relating to the pro- 
mulgation of the Ordinances are confidential, I regret that I am not able 
to comply with the request of the Honourable Member. 

Cases op Forfeiture of Security under the Press Ordinances. 

136. *Mr. K. 0. Roy: (a) Will Government please lay on the table a 
statement showing the cases of forfeiture of security under Press Ordinances 
during the year 1930-81 stating the reasons for such a forfeiture? 

(6) Will Government please state in how many cases they have taken 
action under the Press Ordinance enacted in December last? 

Tile Honourable Sir James Orerar: The information is being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 


Income from Customs. 


137. •Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(а) what was the budget estimate of the total income by way of 

customs duty during the nine months 1st April 1930 to 31st 

December 1930 ; 

(б) what was the actual total income by way of customs duty during 

the nine months 1st April 1930 to 31st December 1930; 

(c) what was the actual income by way of customs duty on sugar 

alone during the nine months 1st April 1930 to Slst December 

1930; and 

(d) what is the budget estimate of income by way of customs duty 

on sugar alone during the official year 1931-32? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The budget estimates are not 
prepared by months but for the complete financial year. The budget 
estimate of gross Customs revenue for the financial year 1930-31 was 
Bs. 65*49 crores. 


(6) The gross Customs revenue realised in the first nine months of the 
current year was Es. 34*40 crores. 


(c) The corresponding figure for sugar alone was Es. 7*81 crores, ex- 
clusive of the amount realised under this head through land customs, 
which is not separately recorded in the published statistics. 


(d) For this information, I must ask the Honourable Member to wait 
until I introduce my Budget. 

0 2 
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Improvement op the Sttoar Industry. 

138. *Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Will Oovernment be pleased to 
s.tate : 

(a) whether any stops have been taken so far to improve the sugar 
industry in India, and if so, — 

(i) what they are; 

(ii) what amount has been spent out of the sum of Es. 10,00,000 
which tlie Government promised last year to spend ; and 

(iii) in what manner has the amount already spent been distri« 

bated and what purposes have been served thereby; and 

(h) whether any proposals have been received by Government for 
the improvement of the sugar industry, and if so, — 

(i) what they were ; and 

(ii) which of them have been carried out and which not? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Oh! yes. 
The Government of India have for many years maintained a sugar-cane 
breeding station at Coimbatore, the seedling canes from which are now 
grown on over half a million acres. Since its creation, the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research has devoted special attention to the problems of 
the sugar industry. It has already taken action in the following direc- 
tions : 


(i) The provision of a Sugar Technologist, w’hose services are avail- 

able to advise Indian sugar factory proprietors and intending 
factory owners on technical matters ; 

(ii) Better provision for the early testing of new varieties of sugar- 

cane in different parts of the sugar-cane tracts, and better 
facilities for their multiplication for distribution; 

(iii) Provision for experiments in four provinces on improved sugar- 

cane mills suited to village conditions; and 

(iv) Provision for more research into the pests and diseases of cane. 

Other matters of practical importance to the sugar-cane grower are 
under examination by the Sugar Committee it has appointed. 

(ii) The whole amount has been paid to the Imperial Council of Agri- 
cultural Research, which has already allocated Rs. 7,38,293 to various sugar 
research schemes, and has under examination schemes, the estimated cost 
of which amounts to Rs. 6,33,188. 

(iii) A statement of the schemes which have been sanctioned by the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research is laid on the table. 

(h) (i) and (ii). The information I have given in reply to the first part 
of the Honourable Member’s question covers this part also. I may, how- 
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ever, add that, at the instance of the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Besearch, the question of the protection of the Indian Sugar Industry has 
been referred to the Tariff Board, whose Eeport is awaited. 


List of Sugar Schemes which have been sanctioned by the Imperial Council of 

Agricultural Research, 

(1) Special work on seedling canes at the Shahjahanpur Research Station. 

(2) Experiments in devising a satisfactory small power sugarcane crushing mill in 
the tfnited Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, and the Punjab. 

(3) Sugarcane Research Station in Bihar and appointment of a Sugarcane Specialist. 

(4) Establishment of a sub-station of Coimbatore at Kainal for work on seedling 

canes. | 

(5) Research on Mosaic and other diseases at Pusa. 

(6) Provision of a miniature sugar factory for experimental work and for training 
sugar technologists! at the Haroourt Butler Technological Institute, Cawnpore. 

(7) Testing of Khan Bahadur S. M. Hadi*s open pan process of sugar manufacture. 

(8) Work on cane crushing and gur boiling plants in Bengal. 

(9) Appointment of Sugar Technologist. 


Operation of the Fobeioners’ Act. 

139. ♦Mr. S. G. Jog: Will Government be pleased to state how many 
times, since its passing, the Foreigners' Act was brought into operation 
and against wholm? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I regret that I am not in possession 
of the information required by the Honourable Member. Under section 3 
of the Act the Government of India and the Local Governments have 
concurrent powers and I have no information of the action which Local 
Governments have taken. Iletween 1918 and 1928 the number of pei’sons 
against whom action was taken by the Government of India, or with their 
concurrence, was 17. I hope this information will suffice for the purposes 
of the Honourable Member. 

Mr. S. O. Jog: In view of the new circumstances obtaining now, will 
Government take steps to alter or amend the old law so as to bring it' 
into conformity with the changed ideas? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: These are aspects of the question 
which might well be considered in the contingency referred to by the 
Honourable Member when it arises. 

Thumb Impressions of Political Prisoners. 

140. *Mr. S. G. Jog: (a) Is it a fact that in some cases thumb- 
impressions of political convicts were obtained by physical violence in 
some places by the police or jail authorities? 

(h) Is it also true that in some cases such political convicts were 
tried and sentenced for refusing to give their thumb-impressions? If so, 
will Government state how many, and in what provinces, such cases came 
to their knowledge? 

(c) Is it a fact that the thumb-impressions of Mr. M. E. Abhyankar, 
Barrister-at-Law, the eaj-M.L.A., now undergoing sentence in the Central 
Provinces, were obtained by subjecting him to rough and torturing 
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handling at the hands of some sergeants and others, who, it is alleged^ 
went to the length of sitting on his chest and gagging him, in order that 
his thurnh-impressions might be obtained? 

(d) Are Government aware of the storm of disgust and the torrent 
of criticism this act has aroused? 

(e) If yes, what steps have Government taken in the matter? 

(0 Will Government take steps to abandon this barbarous system of 
taking thumb-impressions by force in the case of political prisoners 
.whose identity is easy to establish and who are unwilling to give thumb- 
impressions on grounds of sentiment? 

(g) Are the existing jail rules so cruelly rigid as not to leave any 
discretion to the authorities in this matter? If go, will Government 
take steps to amend them so as to obliterate the element of physical force ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b). I have no information 
of any such cases. exce])t the one to which the Honourable Member 
specifically refers. 

(c) I have ascertained from the Local Government that Mr. Abhyankar, 
in spite of being informed of the provisions of the law, stated that he 
would not willingly consent to his finger impressions being taken and 
clenched his fist by way of formal protest. Enough force was then used 
to open his fist but it is not a fact that any struggle took place or that 
he sustained injuries. His refusal to allow his finger impressions to be 
taken was merely a formal jirotest on his part. 

(d) and (j). I understand that distorted accounts of this incident 
appeared in the local Press and gave rise at the time to protest. The 
Government of India have not taken any action in the matter. 

(f) and (g). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the Identification of Prisoners Act (Act XXXIII 
of 1920) authorising the taking of imj)ressions. Pules for carrying into 
effect the provisions of the Act are made by Local Governments under the 
powers conferred by section 8. The Honourable Member will no doubt 
realise the practical difficulties in the way of making excc])tions on the 
grounds he suggests. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is the principle of identification by thumb impression 
followed in England and other countries? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Certainly. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: In England also? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Did they also get tliuinb impressions from convicts in 
England during the suffragist movement in 1908 and were they hit hard 
by the police and thereby their thumb impressions extorted? Will the 
Honourable the Home IVIember kindly give his reply? 

(No reply was given.) 

Rboruitment to the Clerical Establishment of the Postal and 
Railway Mail Service. 

141. *Mr. Ooswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government please state the 
present policy of recruitment in the clerical establishment of t^ e Postal 
and Railway Mail Service Department on a communal basic ' Have 
there been any special orders for recruitment from a particular community? 
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(fc) Will Government be pleased to state the number of new appoint** 
•anents in the clerical establishment of the Central Provinces and Berar 
of the Central Circle, Postal and Bailway Mail Service Department? 

(c) With reference to part (b) above, will Government please state 
the percentage of appointments given to (1) Muslims and (2) Non- 
Muslims ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Postmaster General, Nagpur, has issued 
private letters to heads of Muhammadan institutions to recommend 
Muslim applicants for employment in this- Department? 

(e) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state the caste of the Postmaster General, Central Circle, 
Nagpur? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Provincial Union many times complained 
about this communal spirit in the Circle in the Department? If so, 
will Government be pleased to state the action taken? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The policy is to prevent the preponderance of 
any one class or community in the service by reserving one-third of all 
permanent vacancies for the redress of communal inequalities. In con- 
sidering the claims of minority communities, the preponderant position 
among such communities occupied by Muslims is taken into account, 

(6), (c), (d) and (/). Infonnation is being collected and will be supplied 
to the Honourable Member. 

(<?) Does not arise at this stage. 

Muslims and Non-Muslims Appointed as Sorters in the F Division 
OF THE Central Postal Circle, Nagpur. 

142. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) During the year 1930, how many 
(1) Muslims and (2) Non-Muslims applied for the post of sorters in the 
F Division of the Central Circle, Nagpur? 

(b) How many (1) Muslims and (2) Non-Muslims were appointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that amongst the rejected Non-Muslims there were 
many with higher educational qualifications than the appointed Muslims? 

(d) Will Government please state the reasons for rejecting such Non- 
Muslims ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) (1) 40. 

(2) 258. 

•(b) (1) 10, 

(2) 17. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Reductions in Currency to stabilise Exchange. 

143. * Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the reductions that have taken place in currency during the last five 
years? 

(b) Will Government also state the steps it has taken from time to 
time to keep the exchange stable at Is. Cd. ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Between 81st December, 
1926, and 31st December, 1930, the reduction in the amount of currency 
notes in circulation was 30,42 lakhs. It is impossible to estimate exactly 
what reduction took place in the amount of silver rupees in actual circu- 
lation. 

(6) A complete answer to this question would necessitate a very long 
explanation of the action taken by Government in their capacity as 
currency authority. The fall in Indian prices, which has corresponded 
approximately to the fall in world prices, has in fact involved some 
corresponding reduction of redundant cuiTency. 

Rbdttotion or Railway Freight on Punjab Wheat sent to Calcutta 

AND Bombay, 

144. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Are Government aware that 
Austi’alia can place its wheat at Bombay and Calcutta at a cheaper freight 
rate than Punjab wheat? What action do Government propose to take 
to help Punjab wheat to h«ave access to Calcutta and Bombay markets 
by reduction of the railway freight? 

Mr. A. A. L. FitfSons: Present sea freights for wheat from Australia 
ports to Bombay are lower than the combined railway and sea freights 
from the Punjab to Bombay, and present sea freights for wheat from 
Australian ports to Calcutta are lower than the railway freight from the 
Punjab to Calcutta. This comparison does not of course take into account) 
railway freight in Australia, wliich is, necessarily one of the elements of 
cost in placing Australian wheat on the Indian market. Action has already 
been taken, as explained in .the (communique of the 17th November last, 
a copy of which 1 lay on the table, to redu(*c substantially the rates for 
wheal- to Karachi, and this has resulted in wheat from the Punjab moving 
vid Karachi to Bombay. The question of reducing the rates for wheat from 
the Punjab to (Tilcutta has be(*n very carefully examined, and I ex[)cct a 
decision to be reached in the course of the next few days. 


Oonvmvniqvf dated 17 th NocemltPr, WoO. 

The existence in India of a large surplus oF wheat, estimated ent not less lltroi a 
million tons, which even at the low prices at present prevailing is unable to find a 
market either within or outside India, has been engaging tlie anxious consideration 
of the Government of India; and neither they nor the Railway Hoard have Allied 
to realise tlie serious effect oii railway earnings of the loss of the traffic which in 
more normal conditions might reasonably be expected in tliis commodity. It seems 
possible that, if movement by rail lo Karachi is snbstantinlly cheapened during tho 
period before the large wheat crops anticipated in Australia and the Argentine come 
on the market early next ye.ar, some porth.n at any rate of the surplus Indian crop 
may be absorbed by export; and the North Western and East Indian Railway ad- 
ministrations. have therefore, decided, with the approval of the Government of India 
and the Railway Board that the folloAving Vfjdnetions should be brought info force 
immediately, and remain in force until the 28lh February, 1931 : 

On the North We&tern Jiailway . — In placo of the pro.sent C/K Schedule, the C/R 
Schedule will apply to traffic booked to Karachi in full wagon loads for distances over 
that railway of not less than 600 miles. The differential rule as regards dist-ance 
will apply for distances less than 600 miles. 

On the East Indian Eailway , — In place of the existing C/B and C/M Schedalea, 
the C/Q Schedule will apply to traffic booked to Karachi in full wagon loads, exsept 
^affic originatmg at stations on the Bombay, Baroda and Centra] India Railway, the 
Bengal and North Western Railway, and the Rohilkund and Knmaon Railway.' 
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As. an illustration of the effect of this reduction^ the freight per maund from 
Lyallpur to Karachi will be 6 annas 10 pies, instead of 11 annas 8 pies at present 
charged. 

[ The results of this action, and the future position of the wheat market In India, 
will be closely watched by the Government of India. 


Prospects of Commercial Probationers on the North Western 

Railway. 

146. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: («) Are Government aware of the 
fact that on the North Western Railway in 1918 ten young graduates were 
taken as commercial probationers, of whom only three after two years" 
training and confirmation stuck to their jobs, viz,, one Muslim on the 
Multan Division, one Hindu on the Ferozepur Division and a Sikh on 
the Quetta Division as Claims Tracers, and the balance quitted the service 
for want of future briglit prospects? 

(6) Are Government aware of the fact that out of the above ten pro- 
bationers one European resigned the service and rejoined as a guard and 
is now working as an Assistant Station Master on the Lahore Division 
drawing Es. 320 per memem whereas the above three have been reverted 
to Rs. 140 only (maximum) for the last seven years? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are at present four vacancies in the cadre of 
Junior Claims Inspectors but, in spite of repeated requests and representa- 
tions from the above Claims Tracers, no action has so far been taken to 
promote them to these posts even though they have qualified themselves 
in Assistant Station Master s Coaching and Goods duties? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Claims Tracer attached to the Ferozepur Divi- 
sion was selected as an Assistant Staff Warden on Rs. 200 per menaem, 
but was reverted after a month or so without assigning any reasons for 
the reversion and a Muslim claims clerk, who is not even a Matric and 
was drawing Rs. 80 only, was promoted in his place? Will Government 
please state reasons for the above? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b), I am obtaining information from 
the Agent of the North Western Railway, and will eomnuinieate with the 
Haiourable A[embe.r when it is received. 

(c) There are three vacancies of J^inior Claims Inspectors but the Agent 
of the North Western Railway does noi- propose to till them for the 
present. 

(//) Th(* (^laims Tra('('r ntlachcd to the IVro/epore Division was tried 
as Assistant Staff Warden but was reveried as he did noi ])rove fit for the 
dulies of the post. The Muslim clerk selected to replace him is ('onsidcired 
to ])Ossess special aptitude for the w'ork of the post. 

Numbers of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs api ointkd to cEiri AiN Rosts 
ON THE Noirni Western Railway. 

140. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Will GoviM-ument please lay on 
the table the actual figures showing the number of men belonging to the 
undermentioned communities taken on in the different categories of (a) 
Traffic Inspectors (Transportation); (b) Traffic Inspectors (Claims); (cj 
Comuiercial Superintendents; (d) Claims Inspectors; and (c) Commercial 
Supervisors on the North Western Railw^ay : 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Muslims, 

(iii) Sikhs? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Govemment regret that they are not prepared 
to supplement with figures for particular classes of posts the information 
in regard to communal representation in railway services given in the 
annual Administration Report on Indian Railways. 


Discontent amongst claims Inspectors and Claims Tracers on the 
North Western Railway. 

147. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Are Govemment aware of the fact 
that, as a result of stagnation extending in most cases over a period of 
7 years, much discontent is at present prevailing amongst Claims Inspectors 
and Claims Tracers on the North Western Railway? If so, do Govern- 
ment propose to take early steps to eradicate this discontent? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answ^er to the first part of the question is 
in the negative; as regards tlie second part, Government propose to draw 
the attention of the Agent of the North Western Railway to the question. 


Treatment of Soldiers affected with Pulmonary Consumption. 

148. ‘'Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the action which is taken when a soldier is found getting consump- 
tion of the lungs in the Indian Army and in the British Army in Britain 
respectively ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that in the United Kingdom the soldiers suffering 
from consumption of the lungs are at once sent to special hospitals for 
regular treatment while in India they are at once boarded out by the 
Medical Board and sent to their homes without any treatment whatsoever 
and discharged from the Army? 

(o) What action do Govonimcnt propose to ttike with a view to provide 
adequate treatment to these unfortunate people before they are discharged? 

Mr. G. M, Young: I propose to reply to this question as a whole. 

The action taken is substantially the same in both countries. Suspect- 
ed eases of tuberculosis arc promjitly segregated in Iiospitals. As soon as 
the disease is definitely diagnosed, the soldier is discharged, if he is lit 
to proceed liome. If not, he is reiained and treated in hospital. I am 
informed that the only difference is that, in some of the larger military 
hospitals in the United Kingdom, special acconiinodalion is j)ermanently 
reserved for this purpose, and designated a tuberculosis centre. 

Hie care of tubercular patients, after discharge is, in both countries, 
the responsibility of the civil medical authorities. In the United Kingdom 
when a soldier suffering from tuberculosis is discharged, the Army autho- 
rities inform the Medical ofiicer of Health concerned, while in India the 
information is sent to the Red Cross Society, which arranges, through its 
provincial branches, for the after-care and treatment of such cases. 


+149. 

Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

150. *Kunwar HajBe Ismail All Khan: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to inform the Assembly as to how many prosecutions have been made 
under ihe Child Marriage Restraint Act (Sarda Act) since its enforce- 
ment ? 


t The question was withdrawn, as the Honourable Member (Mr. N. M. Dunaasia) 
■had not yet taken the oath. 
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(6) How many of these prosecutions were in respect of Muhammadan 
children and how many in respect of Hindu children? 

(e) What were the results of the prosecutions, and what was the 
punishment, if any, in each case? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Orerar: The information required is being 
obtained from the local Governments, and will be supplied to the Honour- 
able Member when it is received. 

Classification -FOR the Census of Non -Caste Hindus. 

151. •Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) Will Government state whether they 
are aware of the fact that a large body of Hindus now regard caste as 
an anachronism and that while still continuing within the fold of the 
Hindu system, they have ceased to believe in caste? 

(h) If so, how will Ooveniment obtain a count of such persons at 
the next census? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: {a) Yes. 

{b) They may return themselves as not belonging to a caste and will 
be so recorded. 

K EDUCTION OF RAILWAY FaRES. 

1‘2. Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: Will Government be pleased to 
state if they intend reducing the railway fares particularly, in view of the 
general fall in the prices of all the commodities in India? If not, why 
not ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons: Jhiilways do not at present propose to reduce 
tlicir passongor fares. The (jucstion whether goods rates could be readjusted 
so as to permit a reduction in the freight to tlio ports on agricultiual 
})rodiicts affeeded l^y the fall in world prices has recently been under close 
examination by tlie Railway Board. 

Appointment of Assistants and Clerks in the Railway Board. 

153. * Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: .(a) Is it a fact that when the Rail- 
A^•ay Board sent the names of some of their clerks to the Public Service 
Commission for admission to sit in the last qualifying examination, the 
Public Service Coinmissiou refused to allow any of their (Railway Board) 
men on the ground that the Railway Board dvd not recruit its staff through 
that agency? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Railway Board then gave an undertaking of 
making all future appointments in their own and attached offices through 
the Public Service Commission and on that undertaking alone the Public 
Service Commission allowed the Railway Board men to sit at their last 
qualifying examination ? 

(c) If the reply to part (6) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state the number and names of men appointed through the Public Service 
Commission and directly since that time? 

(d) What is the number of assistants and clerks recruited directly and 
how many of them are Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs, respectively? 

(e) Is it also a fact that some of the temporary and officiating clerks, 
who were otherwise considvered fit for permanent appointment in any of 
the grades, were exempted from appearing in that qualifying examination? 
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(/) If the reply to part (c) is in the affirmative, how many of them were 
later on confirmed and how many of them were turned out? What were 
the reasons for doing so? 

(fjf) What are the special grounds for again reverting to the indepen- 
dent system, of recruitment in the Bailway Board? 

(h) Why has no Sikh so far been recruited and then confirmed in the 
Bailway Board since 1929? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (n) The Public Service Commission at first 
refused to accept the names on the ground that they had not hitherto 
recruited for tho Bailway Board, but when it was explained to them that 
an undertaking had been given in the Assembly on the 26tli February, 
1929, that appointments of a purely clerical nature would in future be filled 
through them, they agreed to admit clerks in the Railway Board s Office, 
who possessed the requisite educational qualifications, as candidates for the 
qualifying examination. 

(b) No, the only undertaking given was (me made by me on the 26th 
of February, 1929, during the coiu*S(3 of the discussion on the Railway 
Budget, in reply to a question then put to me by Mr. Das. I drew a 
distinction between appointments in the technical branches (including the 
Finance Branch) which were mainly filled from men already in railway 
service, or in the Accounts or Audit services, and the appointments of a 
purely clerical nature,. and the undertaking related only to the latter. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No recruitment to fill permanent vacancies has taken place since 
that date. 

(e) No. 

(/) Docs not arise. 

(f/) There is no proposal to revert to nliat the Honourable: ^lembcr 
describes as the independent, system (^f recruitment in the Railway Board. 
Va(*ancies in eacdi class will be filled either by promotion from one class 
to another, or through the Public Service Commission, or by transfers from 
Railway or Accounts and Audit Office.s. 

(h) As T have explained, no permanent appointments Iiavo been made 
since tlie date of ihe undertaking. 

Appointment of a »SiKir Judo.e in the Lahoke High Court. 

154. ***Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Ts it a fact that there is no 
Sikh Judge in the Lahore High Court? 

(h) Are Government aware that there is a strong feeling amongst the 
Sikhs of th(‘ Punjab on account of there being not even a single Sikh 
Judge on the Bench of llio Punjab High Court? 

(c) Arc Government ])reparcd to consider the claims of Sikhs when 
the next vacancy occurs on the Bench of the High Court of the Punjab? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given 
by me to a similar question asked by Sardar Kartar Singh on the 11th' 
September, 1928. 
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Appointment op a Msmbeb op a Minoeity Gommunhy on the Public 

Sebvice Commission. 

165. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) In view of the reply given by 
'Government to starred question No. 410, dated the 11th September, 
1928, will Government please state if they intend to appoint a Sikh or a 
man from some other minority community as a member of the Public 
Service Commission after the termination of the period of the present 
member who safeguards the interests of all the minority communities? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the negative, what are the reasons 
for depriving the Sikh or other minority communities from at least having 
their share even by rotation? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: («) The Honourable Member appears 
to be under a misapprehension in regard to the constitution and functions 
of the Public Service Commission. I would explain that there is no ques- 
tion of individual members protecting the interests of particular com- 
munities. The Public Service Commission as a body view with complete 
impartiality all questions that come before them. 

I regret that I am not in a position to give the Honourable AFember 
any information in regard to future appointments to vacancies which may 
occur on the Commission. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Appointment of Sikh Stenographers in the Secretariat. 

156. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) With reference to the reply 
given by Government to starred question No. 409, dated the 11th Sep- 
tember,*^ 1928, will Government be pleased to state the number of Sikh 
stenographer.s and reporters appointed in the Secretariat since that date? 

(b) Is it a fa(*t that the Public Service Commission have recently 
held an cxaminalioii for this service? 

(c) If so, do (lovcrnmont intend taking a sufficient number of Sikhs for 
appointment ns stenographers? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Two Sikhs have been appointed 
permanently as stenographers since the date mentioned. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The claims of duly qualified Sikhs for appointment to vacancies 
when they occur will receive full consideration consistently with the satis- 
faction of the legitimate claims of other communities. 

Appointment of a Sikh as Caretaker or Government Buildings in 

Simla. 

157. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar; (a) Is it a fact that there are four 
caretakers of the Government of India buildings in Simla? 

(b) Is it a fact that there have been three Anglo-Indians and Europeans 
out of these four caretakers? 

(c) Is it also a fact that one of the Anglo-Indians has recently retired 
and that the vacancy is going to bo filled up shortly by another Anglo- 
Indian? 



306 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[28th Jan. 1931. 

(d) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, why are Government 
going to recruit particularly an Anglo-Indian in this vacancy when two of 
the appointments are already held by that community? 

(e) Is it not a fact that there are some suitable retired military 
executive and other officers belonging to the Sikh and other minority com- 
munities as applicants, and if so, are Government prepared to appoint a 
Sikh in this vacancy in order to give other minority communities their 
share in this service? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) The reply to tlie first part of the question is in the affirmative. As 
to the second part, the question wdicther the vacancy should be filled, and 
if so how, is under consideration. 

(d) The question does not arise, 

(e) A number of api)lic4atioTis have been received and the claiins of Sikh 
applicants will be carefully considered along with oiliei's. 


System fob tendebing for the Supply of Paint and Varnish fob the 
Indian Storks Department. 

168, *Mr. Nabakumai Sing Dudhoria: (a) Is it a fact that the contracts 
for the purchase of Indian p\int and varnishes up to the financial year 
1930-31 used to be made by the Indian Stores Department under the sys- 
tem of running contract? 

(5) Is it a fact that the system of running contracts has been changed 
to the rate contract by the Indian Stores Department for the purpose of 
the Indian paint and varnishes? 

(c) Are Government aware tliat the system of the rate contract is stand- 
ing in the way of the further development of the Indian paint and varnish 
manufactures, and if not, do Government propose to inquire into the 
matter? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) No. Por the years 1927-28, 1928-29 and 1929-30, 
a form of contract had been in use, which, although referred to in the 
Conditions of Contract as a Eunning Contract, was in actual fact a Bate 
Contract, inasmuch as no quantities were specified either in the invitations 
to tender or in the schedule to the contracts, 

(6) As already explained, the Bate Contract fomi was used up to 1930. 
For the period 1930-31 a form uf Bunning Contract was introduced. 
Owing, how^ever, to the difficulty in securing accurate forecasts of quantities 
likely to be- required, it ^vas found to be necessary to reverb to the Bate 
Contract system for the period 1931-32. 

(c) Government are not aware that the system of Bate Contracts, as 
distinct from the system of Eunning Contracts, adversely affects the deve- 
lopment of the Indian paint and varnish maniifactures. They do not pro- 
pose to enquire into the matter, but any representations or suggestions 
received from manufacturing interests concerned will receive their very 
careful consideration. 
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System voe tendering for the Supply of Paint and Varnish for 
Indian Stores Department. 

159. *Mr. Kabakumar Sing Dudhoria: (a) Is it a fact that a deputation 
representing all the principal paint and varnish manufacturers in India 
waited on Mr. J. S. Pithkeathly, the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Stores Department, on the 30th October, 1930, at Calcutta in connection 
with the paint and varnish tender No. M.-13 for 1931-32? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the nifirmative, is it a fact that the 
deputation strongly objected to the introduction of the rate contract system 
on the ground that it will turn the paint industry in India into a specu- 
lative concern, and a copy of their various grievances was handed over 
to Mr. J. S. Pithkeathly? 

(i6*) Is it a fact that the Chief Controller of Stores, Indian Stores De- 
partment, was not prepared to recognise the deputation unless the remain- 
ing one or two manufacturers joined them? 

{(1!) If the replies to parts (a) to (o') be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if they are prepared to abolish the newly 
adopted rJite contract system, and if not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) A deputation of three gentlemen representing 
the principal paint and varnish manufacturers in India waited on the Chief 
Controller of Stores on the 29th October, 1930. 

(b) The deputation raised certain objections to the conditions of contract 
issued in connection with the Indian Stores Department's Invitation to 
tender. At the request of the Chief Controller of Stores a state- 
ment was })ropared and submitted to him by the spokesman of the 
deputation. This statement set forth the difficulties anticipated by 
the meirihcrs of tlic deputation in dealing with the annual paint and 
vaniisli tenders for 1031-32, and also the modifications and amendments 
which the deputation considered should be made in the contract conditions. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. The deputation was accorded a long 
hearing, and all the points referred to in the statement submitted by the 
spokesman were discussed at length. The Chief Controller of Stores ex- 
plained the objects of various conditions of contract and the practical diffi- 
culties in the way of accepting some of the amendments put forward in the 
statement. 

He also told the members of the deputation that tenderers were at 
liberty to put forward with their tenders any modifications of the conditions 
of contract they might consider to be necessary, and that their tenders 
would receive consideration. 

In order to remove, as far as possible, one of the chief difficulties 
brought to notice he agreed to furnish to the successful tenderer rough esti- 
mates (without guarantee) based on the most accurate information avail- 
able, of the quantities likely to be required during the currency of the 
contract. 

After a prolonged discussion it was decided to adjourn the meeting in 
order that the members of tho deputation might discuss the matter among 
themselves. Tho Chief Controller of Stores suggested that, after the 
matter had been further discussed between the members of the deputation, 
they should meet him again. In order to facilitate this, he arranged a 
tentative date and time for a further meeting and postponed his departure 
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from Calcutta. The spokesman of the deputation informed the Chief 
Controller of Stores by telephone before the date fixed for the second meeting 
that owing to the lack of unanimity amongst the representatives of paint 
manufacturers, he regretted that he did not consider that any useful pur- 
pose would be served by meeting him again. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. I think the Honourable Member 
will see from the answer given to part (c) that the Chief Controller of Stores 
has shown his readiness to consider sympathetically any representations 
from, and to co-opcrate with, as far as may be practicable, any parties 
interested in the manufacture of paints and varnishes in India. 


Numbeb of Postal and Telegraph Offices in India and Burma. 

160. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(i) the number of combined offices in India and Burma; 

(ii) the number of signallers employed in these offices; 

(iii) the number of telegrams booked and delivered through these 

offices ; 

(iv) the number of departmental telegraph offices; 

(v) the number of telegraphists and Telegraph Masters employed 

in these offices; 

(vi) the total income of the Department during the year 1920-30; 

(vii) the credit given to the Postal Department as share of combined 

office revenue ; and 

(viii) on what basis such credit is given to the Postal Department? 

Mr. E« A. Sams: The figures corrected up to the 31st March, 1930, are 
as follows:- 

(i) 4,221. 

(ii) 4,732 including 3,887 part time signallers. 

(iii) Booked — 12,004,582. *1 These figiu’es do not include service 

Delivered — 9,802,019. / messages. 

(iv) 108. 

(v) 2,813 and 321 respectively. 

(vi) Ps. 11,29,50,000. 

(vii) No credit is given to the Postal Branch for telegraph revenue 

collected by combined offices but a credit is given to it for 
the telegraph share of the cost of working such offices. The 
amount for 1929-30 was Bs. 31,48,000. 

(viii) The credit is based on the number of operations in combined 
offices. 


Pensionary Liability of the Postal Department. 

Government be pleased to state 
? Government Actuary has finished his calculation as to what 

L - ^ Department to the trencral 

revenue for pensionary habilitv? 
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(b) Is it a fact that the pensionary liability has been increased from 
Ks. 44,99,000 to Ks. 46,12,000 in the year 1030-31? 

(c) If so, what is the basis of the calculation? 

(/I) Government considered the proposal to pay the postal pen- 

Bioneris through the post onice like military pensioners? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The Government Actuary has evolved a formula 
for the determination of the pensionary liability of the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department which has been provisionally accepted by the Govern- 
ment of India pending further examination of. the question. 

(/;) The pensionary liability of the postal branch of the Department was 
raised from Es. 44,00,000 (and not Es. 44,00,000 as stated by the Honour- 
able Member) in 1020-30 to Es. 46,12,000 in 1030*31. 

(e) Tlie above increase was considered necessary in order to allow for 
ihe increase in permanent pensionable establishment during 1029-30 and 
1030-31. The Government Actuary s formula makes the pensionary liability 
directly proportionate to the total pay and leave salary of such establish- 
ment. 

(d) Military pensioners are paid through the agency of the Post Ollice. 
only in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Provinces. The proposal 
to pay the pensions of postal pensioners through the Post Office was con- 
sidered by Government more than once. The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited (1) to the reply given by the Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Natli Mitra to part (b) of Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s starred 
(jnestion No. 534 on the 2nd February, 1025, and (2) Xo item 35 of part I 
of the statement laid on the table of this House l)v Mr. A. G. Clow on the 
4 til March, 1026. 


TJNSTAEEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Headquarters of certain Sections of the Eaiiavay Mail Service. 

61. Mr. S. C. Shahani: (n) Will Government be pleased to state the 
names of the headquarters of K-1 In and K-1 Out sections in the Eailway 
Mail Service K Division? 

(h) Will Government bo pleased to state the total number of sorters 
in tlie above sections? 

(c) What is the scale of j?ay of these sorters? 

(d) Are Government aware that previously the headquarters of these 
two sections were at Eohri and Sukkur, respectively? 

(e) Is it a fact or not that the Provincial Postal Union of Karachi and 
the sorters themselves have appealed against the retention of their head- 
quarters at Karachi? 

(/) Are Government aware iliat each of these sorters has to perform 
eighteen hours’ continuous duty? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state what extra expenditure was 
incurred by transferring the headquarters of these two sections from Eohri 
find S'ukkur to Karachi in the shape of travelling allowances and higher 
scale of pay to the staff? 

(h) Are Government aware that the scale of pay at Karachi is higher 
than that of Eohri and Sukkur? 

D 
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Mr. E. A. Sams: (a) Karachi. 

(6) 21 sorters. 

(c) Es. 50—5—150. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. ^ 

(/) The suggestion that the period of duty is 18 hours is incorrect. 

(g) The information is being collected and will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member in due course. 

(/z) Yes. 


Appointment of Indians in certain Offices. 

62. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to three letters headed “Supersession in Offices" in the Advance of 
the 17th October, 1930, “School of Mines" in the Advance of the 19th Octo- 
ber, 1930, and "Geological Survey of India" in the Advance of the 22nd 
October, 1930, and also a letter to the same effect in the Liberty in 
October? If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the facts 
stated in the letters are correct? Will Government be pleased to state 
what steps if any, have been taken: 

(i) to appoint an Indian officer as Palceontologist; 

(ii) to give an opportunity to an Indian officer for delivering popular 

lectures in the Indian Museum; 

(iii) to appoint an Indian officer as curator; 

(iv) to promote deservmg Sub- Assistant Superintendents to the 

grade of Assistant Superintendents in the Geological Survey 

Department; and 

(v) to appoint students of the Dhanbad School of Mines to the 

Geological Survey of India Department? 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy: The letters referred to had not come to the notice 
of the Government of India before this question was asked. The state- 
ments made therein are, however, not based on a correct appreciation of the 
facts. 

(i) The present incumbent of the post is an Indian. 

(ii) The choice of persons to deliver lectures is in the hands of the 
Trustees of the Indian Museum. Popular lectures on Art and other sub- 
jects have been delivered in the past by Indians. 

(iii) The qualifications required for the post of the Curator in the 
Geological Museum and Laboratory are that the officer should be a 
specialist in mineralogy and petrology and should show more than the ordi- 
nary ability required for purely survey work. An Indian possessing these 
qualifications acted as Curator in 1927. 

(iv) Not less than 25 per cent, of vacancies in the grade of Assistant 
Superintendent in the Geological Survey of India are required to be filled 
by promotion from among Sub-Assistants, provided that candidates are 
found to be fit for such promotion. 

(v) Eecruitment to the superior gazetted posts in the Geological Survey 
of India IS niade through the Public Service Commission, who invite appli- 
cations by advertisement in the principal newspapers in India. Students 
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of the School of Mines desiring to obtain one of the posts should submit 
their applications in accordance with the instructions in the advertisement. 

PUBUOATIOH IN THE VBBNACULAB OF TbANSLATIONS OF ReSEABCHF.S CABBIED 
ON BY THE GoVEBNMENT OF INDIA. 

63. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to a series of articles in the Advance of the 28th August, 1930, Bengalee 
of the 29th August, 1930, and Behar Herald of the 6th September, 1930, 
urging Government to publish translations in the vernaculars of researches 
carried on in the different Departments of the Government? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state whether any action has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain: The Govern- 
ment have now seen the articles mentioned by the Honourable Member. 
The desirability of giving the practical results of research work as wide 
publicity as possible through the medium of the vernaculars is fully realised 
by Departments such as the Agricultural and Public Health Departments, 
which carry on research work, the results of which are of special interest 
and importance to the general public. I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber for evidence of this to Chapter VI of the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Agriculture, in which he will find a full description of what the 
Agricultural Departments are doing in the direction suggested in the 
articles to which he refers. As a recent example, it may be added that the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research has lately broadcast among the 
public Hindi and Urdu editions of a pamphlet on Locust Control Methods 
recommended by its Locust Committee. The Council hopes shortly to 
bring out editions in other vernaculars also. 

NuMBEB of PeBSONS ABBESTED and IMrBJSONED FOR PCIITTCAI OrFrNCF!«. 

64. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: Will Government please give the num- 
bers of the persons in each of the different provinces who have been 
arrested and sent to prison between 6th April and 31st December, 1930 : 

(а) for breach of the existing laws under the civil disobedience 

campaign; and 

(б) for breach of each one of the nine Ordinances issued since April 

last? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) and (b). I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the reply I have given to Sardar Sant Sin-rh s question 
No. 12, dated the 26th January, 1931, These figures relate to imprisonment 
for offences under both (a) and (6). The separate figures asked for in 
(6) are being collected. 

Grant of an Amnesty to Political Pbisoners. 

65. Bai Bahadur Sukhra} Bai: Do Government propose to grant a 
general amnesty to all political prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I would invite the Honourable Mem- 
ber s attention to the statement issued by His Excellency the Viceroy on 
the 25th January. 

D 2 
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Amendment of the 8abda Act. 

66. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: With reference to Government’s reply 
to Mr. M. K. Acliarya s starred questions No. 656, dated the 19th March 
and No. 293, dated the 18th July, 1930, will Govertiment be T)leased to 
slate what replies they have received from the different Local Governments 
regarding the amendment of the Sarda Act ext^mpting the purely religious 
part of Indian marriage from the scope of the Act? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Some replies regardim: the Bills 
that have been circulated have been received, while a few are still outstand- 
ing. Until till the replies have been received and examined, Government, 
are not in a position to make any statement. 

OrANT.TY AND VALUE OF FOBETCN PIECE-GOODS IMPORTED. 

67. Bai Bahadur SukhraJ Bai: Will Government be pleased to supply 
the House with the information regarding the quantity and value of import 
of foreign piece-goods in each month from April to December, 1930, as 
compared with the same in the prcviou.s year? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: The Honourable Member is referred 
to the Alonthly Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of 
British India, ( opies of which are in the Library. Figures for December, 
1930. arc not yet available. 

Fall in the Price of Grains. 

68. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: (a) Are Government aware of the 
great alarm caused by the continuous fall in price of rice among the 
paddy growers in the country and generally of all the grains? 

(b) Do Government propose to take any stops to increase the exports 
of Indian grains? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain ; (a) Yes. 

(h) Sic*]).- i\r(\ beings taken to encourage the export of rice by propa- 
gaiifla lunoivr European consumers, in which the Hi jh Commissioner has 
f'btaiued ibe valunbh* co-operation of the Empire Marketing Board. With 
file assistance of the latter body, an officer of the Burma Agricultural De- 
])a?’fmenl has veceT^tlv made a study of the types of rice most in demand 
find of methods of preparation employed by competing countries. The 
Tmperial Council nf Aerieulturnl Besearch, in consultation with the Hi.gh 
Commissioner, is keeping- in touch with market developments. Govern- 
ment are c aisidering whether furfher measures can be adopted to en- 
courage exuort of surplus food gr.ains, but the present position 
one of ‘Treat difficulty owing to the accumulation of largo stocks of cereals 
in the world generally and to world-production in excess of effective 
demand. 

Loss OP Revenue due to Fall in Tmtorts and Exports. 

69. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: Will Government be pleased to state: 
fa) What are tlie losses to Indian revenue by the fall in imports 

of foreign articles into India during the last nine months? 

(6) What arc the losses to India bv the fall in exports ‘of Indian 
raw materials to foreign countries during the period from April, 
to December, 1930? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: It is not possible for me to give 
precise figures of the kind required by the Honourable Member, and I am 
afraid I must leave him to draw his own conclusions from the published 
statistics. 

Overcrowding of Third Class Eailway Careiacfs and introduction 
OF Fans in Intermediate Class Carriages. 

70. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: (a) Are Government aware that there 
is still a good deal of overcrowding in third class carriages on all lines 
especially on tlu'. FiUst Indian Eailway? 

(h) Do Government propose to issue instructions to the Eailway autho- 
rities concerned that the number of passengers actually seated in a com- 
partment siioiild not exceed the maximum number of passengers allowed 
to be seated and increase additional carriages to meet overcrowding? 

(c) Is there any proposal of introducing fans in intermediate class 
(farriages during the summer season? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I would refer the Honourable Member in this 
connection to my reply in Delhi to parts (b), (c) and (/) of Mr. Lalchand 
Kavalrai’s question No. 138 on the 21st January, 1930. From a census 
of passengers in trains taken on the East Indian Eailway in June, 1930, 
it did not appear that overcrowding was occurring to any considerable ex- 
tent in third class carriages on that system. 

(6) Government are aware that Eailway Administrations are giving con- 
stant attention to the question of overcrowding, and "do not consider that 
the issue of instructions is called for at this stage. 

(c) Government do not propose to introduce fans in intermediate class 
carriages, at any rate at present. 

Fall in Earnings of Railways due to Decrease of Imports and 

Exports. 

71. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: Has there been any fall in the earnings 
of Eailways by the decrease of imports and exports? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The reply is in the affirmative. 

Improvement of Third Class Railway Compartments. 

72. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: With reference to the reply given by the 
Government to Mr. Nehal Singhs unstarred question No. 102, dated the 
Mth July, 1930, regarding the earnings from dilTcrent classes of passengers 
of the East Indian Eailway, will Government be pleased to state what 
steps do they propose to take to improve the condition of third class 
compartments from wdiich more than 90 })er cent, of the eaniings are 
derived ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Action has already been taken by the Eailway 
lk)ard to improve the condition of third class compartments in passenger car- 
J’iages. New designs have been prepared by a Committee appointed by the 
Railway Board, and a number of carriages have already been built to these 
designs. Eccommendations made by Advisory Committees receive considera- 
tion of Eailway Administrations and of the Eailway Board. All designs of 
new vehicles prepared by Eailways are examined, by the Eailway Board and 
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improvements are from time to time incorporated in existing designs where 
this can be done without materially increasing the cost of vehicles or reduc- 
ing their carrying capacity. 

Delivery of Letters by Postmen to Untouchables in Bengal. 

78. Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Bai: Will Government be pleased to state 
with reference to the reply given to Mr. S. C. Mitra’s starred question 
No. 171, dated the 16th July, 1930, whether they have enquired as to the 
r:mrce from which the authors of the Simon Report got the information 
of the refusal of postmen in Bengal to deliver letters to untouchables? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy : The reply is in the negative. 

Selection of Delegates for the Round Table Conference. 

74. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the general principles which were adopted in making selection of 
delegates to the Round Table Conference? 

(b) Will Government bo pleased to state whether the selection was 
made on the basis of different political parties in India and England, and 
if so, whether the strength of representation to each party was allotted 
according to its weightage and importance? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the names of delegates attend- 
ing the Round Table Conference by grouping them according to the 
religion to which they belong and the names of those who were invited 
but could not accept the invitation with the reasons, if any, mentioned 
by them? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether representatives of the 
Indian National Congress, Independent Labour Party of England, and the 
Jains were invited to the Conference? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a), (6) and (d). The delegates from 
British India were invited by His Majesty’s Government. Their selection 
is therefore not primarily the concern of the Governor General in Council. 
The Honourable Member will no doubt realise that the number of dele- 
gates had necessarily to be limited, and in the majority of cases persons 
were invited who might be representative of as many interests as possible, 
and the delegates who might be held more particularly to represent one 
interest, represent in many cases other interests also. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the list of delegates from 
British India which I laid on the table in reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh’s question. I am not in a position to give any other information. 

Policy of Assaults and Latjii Charges. 

76. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
s^ate whether the assaults and lathi charges that are being made by the 
police on the public in the different places of India at the present moment 
are in pursuance of a definite policy enunciated by the Central Govem- 
inent? 

(6) If the answer be in the negative, whether an enquiry as to the 
justification of the assaults is made by Government in each case? 

(c) Under what provision of the law are these assaults made? 
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Ibe Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b). The Honourable Mem- 
ber is no doubt referring to the dispersal of unlawful assemblies by the 
police. The law is quite clear as regards the circumstances in which an 
assembly becomes unlawful and may be dispersed by the use of force. 
The Government of India have issued no instructions in this matter. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Need of an Overbridge at Sultangunj Station. 

76. Hai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Are Government aware that passen- 
gers at Sultangunj Station on the East Indian Bailway feel much incon- 
jvenience on account of the absence of an overbridge in crossing from one 
platform to the other especially when a long goods train is standing at 
the station? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, is there any proposal for making 
/an overbridge? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have received no complaints on this 
score; but, if there is inconvenience to passengers, the matter might suit- 
ably be taken up by the Calcutta Advisory Committee of the East Indian 
Railway. - 

Construction of a Railway Line from Sultangunj to Deoghar. 

77. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Is there any proposal for opening 
a new railway line from Sultangunj to Deoghar in view of both these 
places being famous for pilgrimage? 

(b) If the answer be in affirmative, what will be the estimated cost 
of undertaking the scheme? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sultangunj and Deoghar are already served by 
the East Indian Railway and an adequate service exists between these two 
stations via Kiul and Jasidih. 

There is no proposal before the Government of India to provide any 
alternative connection. 

Provision OF A Waiting Room FOR Third Class Passengers atBhagal- 
PUR Junction Station. 

78. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Is it a fact that there is no waiting 
room for third class passengers except a passage which is used as such 
in Bhagalpur junction which is the most important station between 
Howrah and Patna, on the loop line on the East Indian Railway? 

(b) If so, is there any proposal for building a waiting room? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) There is a third class waiting shed, measur- 
ing 96 feet by 60 feet at Bhagalpur Station, in which the East Indian 
Railway and Bengal and North Western Railway third class booking offices 
are situated. 

A six-seated latrine and a drinking water tap are also provided. The 
passage referred to by the Honourable Member is presumably the covered 
alleyway leading from this shed to the down platform at the station, which 
is provided as an extra convenience for passengers. 

(b) There is no proposal to provide any further waiting accommodation 
for third class passengers at Bhagalpur as the existing facilities are con- 
sidered sufficient. 
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Fall in the Pbioes of Commodities. 

79. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: (a) Has the attention of Government 
heeri drawn to the general fall in prices of all commodities in India? 

(h) If so, do Government propose to make any retrenchment by making 
reduction in the salary of its employees from the highest officials to the 
lowest menials? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (h). I propose to deal 
fully in my Ihidgei speet'h with the sitmdioii created by the general fall 
in prices. 

Inconvenient Times for Arrival and Departure of Trains on the 
East Indian Railway. 

80. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Have any complaints been received 
that the new East Indian Railway time-table of arrival and departure of 
trains is riot convenient to any class of the public? 

(b) Is it a fact that the 47 Up and 48 Down Express do not touch at 
Nathnagar station while they touch at Abhaypur, Kajra, Dharhara and 
Saboui^ stations ? 

(c) What department of the Railway prepare the time table? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. 

(h) 47 and 48 Down trains, w^hich aro not Express trains, halt at 
Nathnagar Station. Nos. 41 Up and 42 Down Express trains, to which 
the Honoiirabie IMcmber probably intended to refer, do not halt at 
Nathnagar. I will liavc a copy of this question sent to the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, for his consideration of this point, 

(o) Th(* Operating Department. 

Number of Persons injured in connection with the Civil Disobed- 
ience Movement. 

81. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of persons injured in the present civil disobedience 
movement in all the provinces of India from April to December, 1930? 

(b) How manv of them were permanently disabled and how many 
killed? 

(c) Is it a fact that compensation will be awarded for the maintenance 
of the families of those who wore non-combatants? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (h). I would invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given to Sardar Sant Singh’s 
unstarred question No. 14, dated the 26th January, 1931, which gives the 
information in the ]KJssession of tlie Govemnn'iifc of India. 

(c) No question of (iornpensation arises. 

Police injured in connection with the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

82. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) How many Indian and European 
policemen have been injured in the present civil disobedience movement and 
how many of them were permanently disabled or killed?. 
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(b) Is there any proposal for granting suitable pension to those who 
h«T.ve been permanently disabled and compensation for maintenance of the 
families of those who have been killed? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (h). The information 
asked for is being obtained from local Governments and will be supplied 
to the Honourable Member when received. 

Bombs thrown in India in 1030. 

83. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: Will Government be pleased to state 
the total number of bombs thrown in connection with the anarchist 

movement in India in the year 1930 in each province? How many 

casiialtic.s have happened and in how many cases were arrests made and 
.wrong-doers detected ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: A statement is attached giving 
ilui number of the more important cases connected with the anarchist 
movement in wliich bombs were used, the casualties caused and the 

cases in which arrests were made and wrong-doers detected. The Hon- 

ourable Member will understand that tliis list is not exhaustive. 


Statement giving the nvmher of the more impcrU.nt cases connected with the anarchist move- 
ment in which bombs were vsed ; the nvmhcr of casuaHks ; and the number of cases in 
which arrests were rr>ade and the wrongdoers detected ^in various provinces in India 
during the year 19Z0. 


Province. 


Number of 
cases in which 
bombs were 
used. 

Number 

of 

casualties. 

1 Number of 

I cases 

in which arrests 
were made 
and wrong- 
doers detected. 

1. 33en|?al , 


. ! 10 

17 

5 

2 Bombay and Sind 


•i ■ 

2 

1 

3. Delhi 


1 

. 1 1 

2 

Nil. 

4. N. W. F. Province 


.' 3 

1 

Nil, 

Nil. 

5. Punjab . 


.1 

:i2 

10 

6. United Provinces 


2 j 

1 

1 


Total 

. . 38 


17 

[ 


Effect of Boycott of the Law' Courts on the Stamp Lutifs. 


84. Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai: Will Government be pleased to state 
the cfiFect of boycott of law courts on the stamp duties of the Government 
by comparing the figures of the present year with those of the last year? 
Has there been any decline of cases? 

The Honourable S:r James Orerar: ^rbe inioauallon asked for is not 
•available. The iilaller is not primarily the concern of the Governor Gen- 
^i‘al in Council. 
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Reduction of Railway Fares. 

85. Bai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: Is it a fact that railway fares 

going to bo reduced in view of the general fall in the prices of all com- 
modities in India? - 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Railways do not at present propose to reduce 
their passenger faros. The question whether goods rates could be re- 
adjusted so as to permit a reduction in the freight to the ports on agri- 
cultural products aliccted by the fall in world prices has recently been 
under close examination by the Railway Board. 

Introduction of the Watch and Ward System on the North 
Western Railway. 

86. Lt. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan: (a) Is it a fact that Gov- 
ernment have tried the Watch and Ward system in several divisions of the 
North Western Railway? 

(h) What is the result of this experiment? 

(c) Have Government made this system permanent in two divisions of 
the North Western Railway? 

(d) If the results of the experiment are useful, have Government con- 
sidered the advisability of permanently introducing it in all the other 
^livisions of the North Western Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(b) The experiment has proved a success. 

(c) It has been made permanent on the Delhi division. 

(d) The consideration of the extension to other divisions has been 
postponed for financial reasons. 

Expenditure incurred by the Central Publicity Bureau 
OF the Government of India. 

87. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state what 
amounts have been spent, during 1929-30, by the Central Publicity Bureau 
of the Government of India, Railway Board: 

(а) abroad; 

(б) in India; and 

(c) with regard to either case — 

(1) what amounts have been spent on printing and publication 

generally ; 

(2) what amounts have been actually paid to each press in- 

dividually, abroad or in India, specifying — 

(i) the title and description of each publication, be it a 

brochure, pamphlet, tourists' guide, magazine, time- 
table, folder, handbill, poster, etc.; 

(ii) name and description of the author, artist, etc. ; 

(iii) royalty or remuneration paid to the author, editor, 
artist, etc.; 

(iv) name and address of the printer in India or abroad; 
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(v) the amounts actually paid for the production of each 
publication to the printer, specifying printing, paper, 
etc.; illustrations; photographs; maps; blocks; other 
heads to be specified , and ; 

(d) the amounts that have not been spent on printing and publica- 
tions to be specified under various main heads? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons: (a) Es. 2,47,370. 

(h) A net amount of Es. 5,62,987, 1.0., Es. 7,98,582 less receipts of 
Es. 2,35,595. 

(c) (1) Es. 2,51,114. 

(c) (2) and (d). The information is not available and Government 
regret that they cannot undertake the labour and expense of attempting 
to compile it. 

Expenditure incurred by Eailway Administrations on 
Printing and Publications. 

88. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state what 
amounts have been spent, during 1929-30, on printing, publications, etc., 
by various Eailways in India — State or Company-owned, individually:- 

(a) abroad; 

(b) in India; and 

(c) with regard to either case — 

(1) what amounts have been spent on printing and publica- 

tions generally; 

(2) what amounts have been actually paid to each press in- 
dividually, abroad or in India, specifying — 

(i) tlie title and description of each publication, be it f. 
brochure, pamphlet, tourists' guide, magazine, time- 
table, folder, handbill, poster, etc.; 

(ii) name and description of the author, artist, etc.; 

(iii) royalty or remuneration paid to the author, editor, 
artist, etc., for each item, separately; 

(iv) name <and address of the printer of each item, in 
India or abroad; 

(v) the amount actually paid to each printer in India or 
abroad for the production of each publication, speci- 
fying printing, paper, etc.; illustrations; photographs; 
maps; blocks; other heads, to be specified; and 

(d) the amounts that have not been spent on printing and publica- 

tions by the Publicity Departments of various Eailway Ad- 
ministrations — State or Company-owned — during 1928-29 and 
1929-30, to be specified under different main heads? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The information is not available, and it would 
take an immense amount of time and labour to compile it, even, indeed, 
if it is procurable at all. Government regret that they cannot undertake 
therefore to supply it. 
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Drawings and Posters produced by Misses Newsome and Nixon 
EOR THE Railways . 

89. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state with 
regard to tlie drawini^s of ])osters iluit two European lady artists, Miss D. 
Newsome and Miss K. Nixon, exhibited, during the early weeks of Decem- 
ber, lOoO, at tlic show window of the American Express Company, Gov- 
ernment Place East, Calcutta, — 

(a) whether the drawings referred to W’ere produced by the artists 

concoriicd at the express order of the Railway Board and/or 
of diiTorent Railway Administrations; 

(b) whfithcr the said artists ]jreparcd the pictures at their own ini- 

tiative, and then the pictures being found suitable were pur- 
chased by the ‘Railway Board and/or different Railway Ad- 
ministrations; 

(c) what prices were paid for these pictures, individually, aiid/or 

other pictures, for posters, book-covers, inner illustrations, 
by tlie said two lady-artists, during the years 1920-27. .1927-28, 
1928-29, 1929-80, including tlie pictures exhibited as referred 
, to above mentioning the title or description of each picture 

and the amount paid for each picture by the Railway Board 
and/or different Railway Administrations; 

(d) whether it is a fact that in addition to the remuneration paid 

for the design, one of the lady-artists was given free first class 
raihvay tickets or passes by a certain Railway Administration 
to a hill-station in India to enable her to draw a poster of a 
certain place in the neighbourhood of the liill-station in ques- 
tion ; and also whether hotel charges for her stay in that hill 
station were also paid by the same Railway Administration; 
and all these in addition to the remuneration she received for 
the design or designs; 

(c) if the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, how many pictures 
were offered by them in all, and out of them how many 
have been selected; also wliat ollicei: or officers made the 
selections and ultimately determined tbe prices; 

(/) if the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, whether any other 
art st, European or Indian, in India or abroad, was similarly 
commissioned by the Railway Board and/or different Railway 
Administrations during 1926-27, 1927-26, 1928 29, and 1929- 
30, mentioning — 

(1) the title or description of each picture; 

(2) the name and description of art'st, 

(3) amount paid for each picture by the Railway Board and/or 

different Railway Administrations? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have be(m informed that this was a private 
exhibition firranged by the two artists mentioned, but have no informa- 
tion as to the poslers shown in it, except that the Chief Publicity Officer 
was asked io agi*ee to the drawings of two posters, which he had ordered 
from tluise artists, being shown at the exhibition. I am obtaining from 
him and will communicate to the Honourable Member the information 
with regard to tlicse two posters for which he asks in his question so fjir 
as it is procurable. 
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Cost of Posters of Mollick Ghat and the KLaiaohat Temple. 

90. Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) With reference to the Council of State 
Debates, Vol. I, No. 12, paf?es 243-244, question No. 92(a*) (i), dated the 
18th March, 1930, will Government please state, if the Eastern Ilenfral 
Railway ’s share of the cost for dcsisjn of the ‘‘Mullick Ghat’* (Calcutta 
Corporation’s Pumpincr Station) poster was Rs. 225 (Two hundred and 
twenty five), and what the share was of other Railway or Railways? 

(b) With further reference to the item of Council of State Debates 
referred to in (a) above, what the share was of other Railway or Railways 
(to he specified) of the cost relating to printing, freight and customs? 

(c) In view of the fact that the Eastern Bengal Railway had a poster 
of the “Kalighat” printed about 1920 or 1927, what the necessity was of 
having another drisign of the same temple hy tlie European lady artists? 
Was the cost of this very much more than the cost of the former poster? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The informalion asked for is being obtained and 
will 1)0 eominunioated to the IFonoiirable Member. 


Reproduction of Posters desicned by Misses Newsome and Nixon. 

91. Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
llicy intend to obtain repi’o<Iuctions of posters designed hy Miss D. 
Newsome and Miss K. Nixon, for the Central Fubli(?ity Bureau of the Gov- 
ernment of India Hailway Board and other Railway , Administrations from 
abroad? If so, why? 

(b) With reference to the reply to question No. 92 (/)), dated the 18th 
March, 1930, in the Council of State, asked by the Honourable Mr. 
Siirput Singh with regard to the reproduction of “Miilliek Ghat” (the 
(hdcutta Corporation’s Pumping Station) poster by a firm abroad that 
having secured “first c.lass” designs it was considtM’cd necessary to have 
them printed in tlie United Kingdom by a special process in order to make 
a comparison with the work produced in India, will Government ijleaso 
state what has been the result of the’ investigation? 

(c) With reference to the latter part of the answer referred to above 
that at the time the order for the printing of the “Mulh’idc Ghat” 
(Calcutta Corporation’s Pumping Station) poster was placed abroad, the 
only firm in India known to be able to produce posters by the particular 
process was the Times of India Press, Bombay, will Government please 
state whether this s(at(unent was based on the inspoefinn by any responsible 
officer of Government, or was the outcome of somebody’s guess? 

(d) If the answer to part (a) he in the ne"ntivo whether Government 
M'ill be prepared to try any press in India with the work of reproduction of 
posters designed by Misses Newsome and Nixon? 

(c) Will Government state whether thev are prepared to consider the 
question of issuing instructions to the Central Publicity Bureau of the 
Government of India Rnilwav Board and the Publicity Departments of 
various Railway Administrations — State or Company-owned — to hencefor- 
ward give preference to presses in India in the matter o£ the reproduction 
of posters? 
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(f) Will Government pleiise state whether they will be pleased to 
place on the Library table for the information of the House the originals 
as well as the reproduction thereof made abroad of the posters designed 
by Misses Newsome and Nixon for the Central Publicity Bureau of the 
Government of India Kailway Board and/or different Eailway Administra- 
tions — State or Company-owned? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons: I have called for this information, but it has 
not yet an-ived. On its receipt, I will communicate it to the Honour 
able Member. 


Difficulties tn Recbuitment for the Indian Army. 

92. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) whether their attention has been drawn to a statement made 

some time back in London by Sir George Barrow relating to 
difficulties in the recruitment for the Indian Army? 

(б) if so, whether it is a fact that some units of the Bengal regi- 

ment shot down three of their men in Mesopotamia during 
the last Great War; 

(c) the names of the persons so shot down and the reference to 

the despatch which contained a description of that affair ; and 

(d) the name of the General who sent out that despatch.? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Government have scicn Sir George Barrow’s 
lecture on “The Army in India and Constitutional Reform” to which the 
Honourable Member presumably refers. 

(6) Tliree Indian officers of the 49th Bengalis were shot by two sol- 
diers of the same unit, in Iraq, on the night of June 8th/9th, 1918. 

(c) and (d). Subadar A. K. Mitter died of wounds and temporary 
Subadar Major S. N. Basu and Jemadar R. L. Mukerjee Avere danger- 
ously wounded. The occurrence was not reported by despatch but by 
telegram in the normal manner from the 3rd Echelon, Basra, fuller 
details being supplied later in a telegram to the Commander-in-Chief in 
India by General Sir William Marshall, the Commander-in-Chief in Iraq. 


Number of Persons detained under the Bengal Ordinance and 

Bengal Regulation. 

93. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) the number of persons detained in the province of Bengal under 

the Bengal Ordinance at the present moment; and 

(б) the number that is being, at present, detained under the Bengal 

Regulation in the same province? 

The BLonourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The number of persons detained 
in Bengal under the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, No. VI of 
1930, which replaced Ordinance No. 1 of 1930, is 395. 

(6) One. 
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The Government of India’s recent Sterling Loan. 

94. Mr, Bhiiput Sing i Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the project of the loan of twenty millions pounds sterl- 

ing was placed before the Indian Legislature before it was 
floated in the London market; and 

(b) whether the project of the loan was in the contemplation of 

the Government of India in July last? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the Tcply given by me to Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad’s 
starred question No. 13 on the 26th January, 1931. No loan of £20 
million was floated in 1930. 

Private Bills introduced in the Legislative Assembly. 

95. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of private Bills that were introduced in the Legis- 
lative Assembly during the ten years of the Eeforms; 

(5) the number of such Bills that were ultimately passed by the 
Assembly; and 

(c) the number of such Bills that were passed by both the Assembly 

and the Council of State? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The information asked for is as given 
^elow : 

(a) 118 . 

(5) 27. 

(c) 19. 

Classification of Political Prisoners in Bihar and Orissa. 

96. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the facts about the 
classification and treatment of political prisoners which have 
been brought to the notice of the public by Pandit Nilakantha 
Das recently released from Hazaribagli jail; and 

(6) who is the final deciding authority for classification of political 

prisoners in Bihar and Orissa? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) No. The only reference which 
tlie Government of India have .seen in the Press is a note in the issue of 
Liberty of Calcutta of the 25th December, last, to the effect that Pandit 
Nilakantha Das had no complaint about his treatment in jail. 

(b) The Honourable Member s attention is invited to a communique 
issued on the 19th February, 1930. 

Expenditure incurred on the Education or the CpiirRiN of Indian 
AND European Employees on the East Inpian Railway. 

97. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the amount that was spent on the education (primary and second- 
ary) of children of Indian employees in the railw’ay colony 
at Khagaul (Dinapur) on the East Indian Railway system in 
1930-31; 
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(6) the total amount spent by East Indian Railway on the education 
of children of their Indian employees in 1929-30; and 

(c) the total amount spent on the education of children of their 
European and Anglo-Indian employees during the same 
period ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The estimated expenditure is Rs. 4,700. 
(h) Es. 67,367. 

(c) Ea. 3,03,871. 


Presses employed for Railway Printing. 

98. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to stale; 

(a) the press or presses or firms which did the printing of : 

(i) the Indian State Railways Magamne\ 

(ii) All-India Railway Time Table; 

(iii) the posters advertising the Indian State Railways Magazine; 

(iv) the posters advertising the All-India Railway Time Table; 

(h) the amounts paid to each press or firm for the various kinds of 
jobs therefor? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) (i) The Times of India Press. (iii) There 
are no posters advertising the Indian State Railways Magazine. Informa- 
tion is being obtained regarding items (ii) and (iv) of part (a) of the Hon- 
ourable Member’s question and I will communicate with him later. 

(b) Rs. 1,12,861 was paid for the w’ork done by the Times of India 
Press in connection wdth the Indian Stale Railways Magazine of 1929-30. 

Information on this point in connection with the All-Tnd’a Railway 
Time Table is being o})tained and I will communicate it to the Honourable 
Member. [ 

I 

Cost OF Publication OF THE Indian Statk Railways MAdAziND. 

99. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the total amount spent during 1929-30 on the monthly publi- 

cation of the Government of India Railway Board Magazine, 
called the* Indian State Railways Magazine, specifying the 
actiud amounts spent on: 

(i) printing, paper, etc., 

(ii) blocks, 

(iii) royalties to contributors for (a) articles, (h) photographs 

(c) illustrations, (d) printing of posters advertising the 
magazine ; 

(b) the total amount of income derived from : 

(i) sale of that magazine; 

(ii) advertisements inserted in that magazine? 
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Mr. A. A. lu Parsons: The magazine cost Bs. 2,04,407 to publish in 
1929-30 and Es. 30,131 were obtained from its sale and Es. 2,04,596 from 
advertisements in it. Details of the expenditure on the items specifically 
mentioned by the Honourable Member are not available, but I am seeing 
if I can obtain figures from the accounts which will bo of assistance to 
him, and will communicate with him on this point later. 

Publication of ihb All-Tndta Raii.way "J ime Table. 

100. Mr. Bhuput Sing*: Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the Government proposes to enter into competition 

with the printing and publishing houses which have been 
publishing for a long time past the All-India Railway Time 
'fable by bringing them out themselves ; 

(b) the income derived from : 

(i) sale of the time tables, 

(ii) advertisements in the time tables in 1929-30? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) It was not with any idea of entering into 
competition with printing and publishing houses that the All-India Time 
'fable was published, hnt because it was considered tliat it would be 
conveni(‘nt to the y>ublie to issue an authoritative time table covering 
all the railways of India. 

Its sale has not liowover been large enough to warrant its further 
publication, and it has been decided to discontinue/ it. 

(h) (i) Hs. 15,201-8 3. 

(ii) Rs. 0,650-0-0. 

Cost of Publication of the All-India Railway Time Table. 

101. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state the 
total amounts that have been spent in 1929-30 on the All-India Railway 
Time Table on the following heads: 

(i) printing, paper, etc., 

(ii) blocks, 

(iii) maps, 

(iv) posters advertising the time tables? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The printing charges were Rs. 99,995-10-0 and 
the blocks cost Rs. 3,496-4-0. Details Jiro not available as to the cost of 
the other items menbioned by the Honourable Member, and, as it haf 
been decided to discontinue publication, I doubt if the Honourable Mem- 
ber will any longer require them. 

Expansion of Civil Aviation in India.^ 

102. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
inform the House as to the amount of money spent by the Government of 
India on the expansion of civil aviation since its inception? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to inform the House : 

(i) as to the number of flying clubs in India together with their total 
membership ; 
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(ii) as to the number of officers employed in these flying clubs together 
with their pay ; and 

(iii) as to the contribution that the Government of India is making 
towards the maintenance of these clubs? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the number of pilots in civil 
aviation employed by the Government of India, the pay they are drawing 
and the number of Indians among such pilots? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of ground engineers 
employed in the flying clubs and otherwise by the Government of India, 
their pay and the number of Indians among such ground engineers ? 

(e) Are there any Indians under training as ground engineers in England, 
and what encouragement is the Government of India going to give them in 
the matter of employment ? 

(/) Will Government kindly state whether they contemplate the estab- 
lishment of a school of civil aviation, and if so, when? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The expansion in civil aviation in India really 
dates from the year 1926-27, when the intention of the Government of 
India regarding their policy with reference to the development of civil 
aviation in India was announced and it was in the same year that the 
Civil Aviation Directorate was instituted as a direct outcome of the recom- 
mendaiions of the Indian Air Board in the matter. The expenditure 
incurred by Government from the year 1926-27 to the year 1929-30 
amounts to Bs. 47,46,383. The estimated expenditm*e during the year 
1930-31, is Rs. 24,75,000, approximately. 

(b) (i) and (ii). A statement is appended giving the information 
required. 

(iii) A sum of Rs. 20,000 per annum is paid by Government to each 
of the flying clubs towards maintenance, replacement, etc., and a sum 
of Rs. 30,000 per annum to the Aero Club of India and Burma, which is 
to be reduced to Rs. 20,000 for 1931-32. 

^ (c) None at present. 

(d) There are no ground engineers at present in Government service. 
Information in respect of the ground engineers employed by the flying 
clubs wull be found in the statement referred to in the reply to part (b) 
(i) and (ii) above. 

(e) Government are not aware of the actual number of Indians under- 
going training as ground engineers in England, but, when the Indian 
State A.ir Service between Karachi and Calcutta is inaugurated, a certain 
number of Indian ground engineers will be employed by Government; 
provided qualihed .men are available. 

(/) Not at present. 
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Gbant oy Commissions in the Indian Vbtebinaby Cobps to Indians. 

103. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) In view of the removal of the 
bar to the employment of Indians as Lieutenant Veterinary Surgeons in the 
Indian Veterinary Corps, has any qualified Indian been given a Commission? 

(b) Have Government considered the desirability of the early em- 
ployment of qualified Indian M. R. C. V. S. in the I. V. C. as Lieutenants 
on the same basis as Indian I. M. S. officers are being employed in the 
Army? 

Mr, G. M. Young: The Honourable Member is referred to the replies 
given on the ‘25th August, 1927, to starred questions Nos. 401 and 418, and 
on the 191 h Februarv, 1929, to }• tarred question No. 587. 


Racial Discrimination in Recruitment to the Mechanical Branch 
OF THE North Western Railway. 

104. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
place on the table a statement showing how far rules discriminate on the 
ground of race or colour and not of individual merit between the employes 
of the North Western Railway in the IMcchanical and Transportation 
(Power) Brani'h as regards [)ay and recruitment to service? 

(b) Will Government be pleased lo place on the table a statement 
showing the steps, if any, taken during the last five years to remove racial 
discrimination in recruitment to the Mechanical Branch of the North 
Western Railway? 

(c) Will Government kindly inform this House what was the scale of 
pay for shop and shed mcclunics on the North Western Railway in the 
case of European and Indians respectively before 1926, and the scale of 
pay sanctioned for the combined cadre of Europeans and Indians from 
the 1st September, 1920? 

(d) If the starting salary has been reduced in the case of journeymen, 
will Government kindly inform the House of the reasons which led to this 
lower scale of pay being adopted? 

(e) Is it also a fact that in several other departments of the Engineering 
Branch of the North Western Railway the old scale of pay still continues, 
e,g,, in the case of apprentices for the post of Permanent-Way Inspectors, 
Bridge Inspectors and Interlocking Inspectors? 

(/) Have Government considered the desirability of reverting to the old' 
scale of pay in the case of journeymen appc-.?atic=js as is tl«o case wiili 
apprentices in the other branches mentioned above in the North Western 
Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons: (a) to (/). Information has been called for 
from the Agent, North Western Railway, and a reply will be sent to the 
Honourable Member as soon as it is received. 

Provident Fund for Apprentice Mechanics on the North Western 

Railway. 

105. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Are Government aw^are that by 
revision of rules relating to provident fund in the case of an apprentice 
“B” Class mechanic on the North Western Railway such apprentices have 
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'6een depiiveid of tlie privilege of provident fund which is still the case for 
apprentices in other Branches, e.g.. Bridge Inspector, Permanent- Way 
Inspector and Signal , and Interlocking Inspector, and have Government 
considered the desirability of removing this distinction in the case of such 
apprentices? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: “B” Class mechanics on the North Western 
liailway have not in the past been eligible for admission to the Provident 
Fund, but the question of admitting them in the future is under consi- 
deration. 


Leave Rules foe Journeymen Mechanics on the North Western 

Railway. 

106. Lala Jagan Nath Aggaxwal: Arc Government aware that by classi- 
fying journeymen mechanics on the North Western Railway as belonging 
to the w'orkmen class instead of Supervising Staff they have been deprived 
of the advantage of leave rules to which they were previously entitled? 
IfavG Government considered the desirability of amending the rules in this 
respect? 

Mr. A. A. L. P^sons: Journeymen on the North Western Railway 
Imvc for the purpose of the new leave rules, been classified as wwkmen. 
Those already in the service, however, retain the option to remain under 
the old leave rules, while new entrants have been allowed leave on a 
scale, which in the opinion of Government, is reasonable. 

The answer to the second part of the question is in the negative. 

Appointment of Railway Apprentices trained at the Moghalpura 
Engineering College, Lahore. 

107. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table of the House a statement showing the number of persons 
sent up by the North Western Hail way for training as “A” Class appren- 
tices to the Moghalpura Engineering College, Lahore, and the number 
actually taken in service out of those thus qualified ? 

{})) Have Government considered the desirability of reserving some posts 
in the superior establishment in the Mechanical and Transportation (Power) 
Branch or as foremen in the various branches of the Railway Engineering 
service for such persons? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Information has been called for from the 
Agent, North Western Railway, and a reply will he sent to the Honourable 
^hiinher as soon as it is received. 

(I)) Government do not consider it desirable to reserve posts for 
stii(l(‘nts of particular colleges either in the superior service of the Mecha- 
^acal Engineering and Transportation (Power) liranch or as foremen in the 
subordinate establishments. 

Recruitment of Indians as Mechanical Engineers on Railways. 

108. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Will Government be pleased to lay 
oil the table of the House a statement showing in the case of various 
Railways under State administration, the number of officers European, 
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Anglo-Indian, and Indian serving in the Mechanical and Transportation 
(Power), Signal, Electrical, Metallurgical and Colliery Departments? 

(b) Have Government considered the desirability’ of recruiting a certain 
number of Indians (excluding Anglo-Indians) with European jualificafcions. 
as Mechanical Engineers in the 'transportation (Power), Signal and Elec- 
trical Departments? 

(c) Are Government aware of the fact that the present number of special 
class apprentices recruited by the liailway Board for training as Mechanical! 
Engineers in India and subsequently in England cannot lead to speedy 
Indianisation of the service? Have Government considered the desirability 
of reserving a certain percentage of posts in these lines for being filled by 
Indians possessing the necessary qualifications? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to 
Appendix “F” in volume 1 of the Railway Board's Report on Indian 
Railways for 1929-30, a copy of which is in the Library. The statistics 
were formulated in this form after consultation with, and acceptance hy, 
the Central Advisory Council for Railways, and Government consider that 
they give as much detail as is desirable or necessary for keeping a watch 
on the position on each r<iilvvay to secure that their policy is carried out. 

(b) and (c). Governrnc'iit consider that the scheme for recruitment of 
special class apprentices will, in the course of two or three years, furnish 
the number of officers of Asiatic domicile required for the Mechanical 
Engineering and Transportation (Power) Departments. Meanwhile, they 
appointed as officers to these Departments last year, seven persons of 
Asiatic domicile, some with European qualifications, and propose to 
recruit, if suitably qualified persons of Asiatic domicile are available, five 
persons this year. 

Recruitment of Indians as Foremen in the Carriage and Wagon 

Shop at Moghalpura. 

109. Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Are Government, aware tliat there if*, 
only one Indian on the North Western Railway as foreman in the Carr.’&ge 
and Wagon Shop, Moghalpura, and are Government prepared to take 
early steps for recruiting Indians more freely in this line? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first i)art of the question is 
in the affirmative. As regards the second part, I would explain that pro- 
motion to tlie rank of Foreman is made from the lower gnules with dut' 
regard to merit and seniority and that the rules for recruitment to these 
grfKlcs arc entirely free from racial discrimination. 

Revenue collected under Customs, Railways, Salt and Opium. 

110. Mr. Muhammad Azhar All: Will Government be pleased to give 

actual or approximate figures of revenues collected under Customs, Rail- 
ways, Salt and Opium from April 1st to the end of November or Decem- 
ber, 1930, compared with the figures for the corresponding period of 
1929, as well as both the average receipts under the above heads of 
revenue for the corresponding period of the preceding three years,. 
1926—29? . 
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The HoQoarable dir George Schuster: The following statement gives 
the figures required: — 


(In lakhs of rupees.) 








1926-29 

(Average.) 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 






Custom, 

? {Revenue,) 



April . 

• 

e 

• 

• 

• • 

3,87 

4,56 

4,33 

May . 

• 


• 


• • 

3,64 

4,16 

4,40 

Jiuie , 



• 


e • 

3,43 

3,41 

3,46 

July . 


• 

e 


• • 

4,07 

3,99 

3,83 

August 


- 



• • 

3,99 

4,40 

3,6ff 

September 






4,13 

4,06 

3,46 

October 


• 




4,29 

4,38 

3,79 

November 


, 




4,39 

4,81 

3,65 

December 





Salt 1 

3,78 

Revenue.) 

3,84 

(Approximate.) 

3,51 

(Approximate.) 

April . 

• 

• 


• 

• • 

61 

69 

57 

May , 

• 




• • 

66 

66 

62 

June . 

• 

. 



• • 

55 

42 

60 

July . 


• 

• 


• • 

41 

46 

66 

August 


• 

• 

s 


’ 45 

44 

1 63 

September 


. 

• 

• 


61 

54 

45 

October 


. 




C7 

66 

63 

November 


• 




73 

60 

68 

(Approximate.) 

December 





52 

Opium {Revenue), 

45 1 

i S7 

1 (Approximate.) 

April . 


• 




36 

29 

29 

May , 


. 




27 

20 

40 

June 


. 




51 

47 

44 

July . 


. 




31 

29 

21 

August 


. 




40 

29 . 

16 

September 


. 




33 

46 

20 

October 

e 

• 


e 


25 

11 

16 

November 

i 

e 

e 

s 


32 

13 

18 

(Approximate.) 

December 

• 

• 

• 

e 


24 

12 

17 

(Approximate.) 
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(InJalchs of mpa^)« 



1926-29 

(Average.) 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 

ItaUivaya {Gross traffic receip 

ta). 


April 

8,62 

9,20 

8,62 

May 

9,10 

8,89 

8,73 

June 

8,65 

8,14 

8,14 

July 

7,14 

7,81 

7,04 

August ...... 

6,86 

7,59 

6,13 

September 

7,39 

7,40 

7,08 




(Approximate.) 

October 

7,89 

8,22 

7,31 




(Approximate.) 

November 

8,14 

8,41 

7,47 




(Approximate.) 

December 

9,35 

9,08 

Not available. 


Alleviation of the Distress of Agriculturists. 

111. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Are the Govcrmiieixt of India awaro 
whether the Local Governments have taken any steps to relieve the dis- 
tress of the agriculturists and the zamindars by the prevailing low prices 
of raw materials and food-grains? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to specify the steps, which are 
being taken in each province and particularly in the United Provinces of 
Agra and Oudh to alleviate the prevailing distress? 

(c) Have the Government of India made any recommendation to the 
Local Governments to meet the present situation due to the depressed 
condition of the agricultural industry? If so, what recommendations? 

(d) Have the Government of India recommended to the Local Gov- 
ernments to make liberal remissions of land revenue to meet the present 
abnormal and unprecedented conditions? If not, are Government pre- 
pared to consider the advisability of this measure? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: (a), (c) and 
(d). The Government of India have no reason to think that Local Gov- 
ernments are not fully alive to the situation and that they will not take 
such action to meet it as they may consider called for. Members of 
Local Legislature's arc not likely to neglect matters in which their consti- 
tuencies are vitally interested. It has not therefore been considered neces- 
sary to make any recommendations to them. As the Honourable Member 
is doubtless aware, Tjand Eevenue is a provincial subject and Local Gov- 
ernments have full discretion in the matter of remission or suspension. 

(b) The Government of India are not in possession of detailed informa- 
tion on the subject. Enquiries have, however, been made from the Gov- 
ernment of the United Provinces, who report that they are watching the 
position anxiously and are granting relief liberally where the position has 
been aggravated by damage to crops. They are not, however, satisfied 
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that any uniform system of relief is required for all districts, though they 
realise that relief may be necessary where settlements have recently been 
revised and also where recent harvests have been bad. They have sum- 
moned Commissioners to a conference on February 3, and will at that 
conference review the whole situation and take such decisions as seem 
necessary. 

The Punjab Government have recently announced their decision as a 
special case and for the present kharif harvest to give assistance to areas 
under rice and cotton in fifteen districts assessed comparatively 
recently. The details of the reduction thus sanctioned arc contained in 
tlio Press Communique, a copy of which is placed on the table. The 
Punjab Legislature has discussed the matter only recently. So far as the 
Centrally administered areas are concerned, the Government of India have 
sanctioned for the present kharif a twenty per cent, reduction in the land 
revenue and water rate demand on irrigated areas in tlie Peshawar District 
and on the water rate demand on the irrigated area in the Malakand 
Agency in the North-West Frontier Province. 


PreAA (Jommuniqui’. {TMliore^ Dac. 17 y 1930), 

The Punjab Government has carefully examined tlie conditions resulting from th# 
prevalence of low prices for agi iculturhl produce in the current Kharif harvest in 
districts of the Punjab. Tn consequence, apart from other measures which are under 
discussion for the stimulation of prices, the question f^iving some special relief to 
landowners and cultivators by easing the pitch of Government demands on land has 
been explored. 

Situation Dtprfuseth 

The situation is especially depressed as re^igrds cotton and rice the prices of which 
have fallen to a markedly low level. Districts from which cotton and rice are normally 
exported in con.siderahle quantities, and areas under these two crops, where the .assess- 
ment is for various reasons higher than in others, seem to he those which especially 
call for examination. After careful consideration, the Punjab Government has come 
TO the conclusion that in a number of districts of the Punjab, assessed many years 
ago, the commutation prices adopted at settlement, of which in many cases, owing 
to the low percentage of the half net assets taken, a proportion only has been used 
to fix circle rates, were so low that, having* regard even to the present low range of 
price, the demand continues to he right. 

District-^, 

The position is somewhat different in districts, which were more recently assessed, 
and where higher commutation prices were assumed and, consequently, somewhat 
fuller^rate of land revenue were imposed. Tn some of these districts, the demand for 
lend revenue and occupiers’ rate tomhined amounts to a not inconsiderable figure per 
acre; and though by theoretical principle and pa.st revenue practice, such areas cannot 
strictly he hold to he entitled to any relief by way of remission of a portion of the 
Tlemand, yet in actual fact, in prevailinf? conditions and owing to low prices in the 
)>i’ocediiig vahi, the assessees are likely to find some difTiciiUy in jiaying the demand. 


(iOrt'rnment\<! Dpci.^ion. 

In these extraordinary circumstances, the Punjab Government has decided, as 
a special case, and only for the present Kharif. to give assistance to areas under rice 
uid cotton in tracts where the comhined demand for land revenue and water rates 
exceeds Rs. 7 for cotton and Rs. 8-8 for rice per acre. Fifteen districts are concerned 
a greater or less degree, r/z., ITisar, Rohtak. Ferozepur. Lahore, Amritsar Gurdaspur, 
‘ uilk^, Gujranwala, Rhaikhiipura. Giijrat, Shahpnr, Montgomery. Lyallpnr, Jhang, 
na Multan. The method applied will be to take the total demand for land revenue 
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and occupiers' rate combined per acre for cotton and rice, and where this demand 
exceeds &. 7 on cotton and 1^. 8-8 on rice per acre, respe^ively, to reduce both the 
land revenue and occupiers’ rate by 25 per cent. ; but in no case will a reduction be 
made, which will result in bringing the combined demand below Bs. 7 for cotton and 
Bs. 8-8 for rice. To take a concrete example as an illustration, where the combined 
demand on cotton is Bs. 8-12, the demand will be reduced by Bs. 1-12 only, which is 
less than 25 per cent., but not by the full 25 per cent., as that would bring the 
revised demand below Bs. 7 ; but where the combined demand is as high as Be. 11-4 
per acre, the full reduction of 25 per cent , i.e., Bs. 2-13 is permissible because after 
deduction of this sum the combined demand will still not fall below Bs. 7 per acre. 

Financial Anxieties, 

This decision will seriously add to the financial anxieties) of the Punjab Govern- 
ment whose resources, prior to this decision, already show a probable deficit of sixty- 
seven lakhs of rupees. Nevertheless, for the reasons explained, and in view of the 
very special circumstances of the case, the Government has decided to give effect to 
these remissions. 


Price of Petrol in India and Elsewhere. 

112. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be pleased to state the 
quantity of petrol produced in India? What is the known production fr.r 
the whole world? What is the price per gallon in India? What is the 
price per gallon in England, France, Germany, United States of America 
and Canada? What are the reasons for petrol being dearer in India than 
elsewhere ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: So much of the information required 
by the Honourable ^Member cas can be obtained is being collected and will 
be fumishod to him in due course. 

Proportion of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs in the Army. 

113. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government be pleased to state the 
percentage of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the Army 
who drew their emoluments from Indian revenues during the years, 1900, 
1914, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1928 and 1930? What is the proportion of each 
community to its population? 

Mr, G. M. Young: 1 am afraid that llu* information required by the 
Honourable Member is unobtainable. 

Boys and Women arrested in connection with the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

114. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of boys between the ages of 10 and 16 and the number of ladies 
arrested for offences connected with the civil disobedience movement in the 
year 1930 and the number of such persons arrested in connection with the 
political activities during the last 30 years? 

(6) How many of them have been sentenced to whipping and rigorous 
imprisonment and how many of them have been sent to reformatory insti- 
tutions in the year 1930? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) and (b). Enquiries are being 
made and the result will be communicated to the Honourable Member. 
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Staff employed in the Offices of the High Commissioner fob India 
AND the Indian Ibade Commissioner in London. 

115. Sardar Sant Singli: Will Government please place on the table* 
the statement of oflBcers and staff employed in the offices of (a) High Com- 
missioner for India in London, (6) Indian Trade Commissioner in Londonr 
stating therein: 

(i) the number of Europeans and Indians, and 

(ii) salaries paid to caclw 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The total strength of the officers 
and staff employed in the office of the High Commissioner on the 1st 
January, lOJll, excluding the industrial and menial staff, was 4B6. Out 
(^f this number 14 persons were employed in the office of the Indian Trade- 
Commissioner, which forms a part of the High Commissioner’s office and 
is designated the “Trade Department” of his office. On the date men- 
tioned above, the number of Europeans in the High Commissioner’s office 
was 367 and of Indians, including Anglo-Indians, 60. Of these 7 Europeans 
and 7 Indians, including Anglo-Indians, were employed in the Trade De- 
partment. 1 am afraid I am unable to furnish details of the salaries drawn 
by each member of so large a staff, but if the Honourable Member wishes, 
I shall be pleased to show him at my office a list of establishment of the- 
office of the High (commissioner which contains this information. 

Balance-sheets of Indian Railways. 

116. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Have the Government of India, Railway 
Board, noticed the article on the “Balance-sheet” of Indian Rail- 
ways. which appeared in the Indian AcconniSj the organ of Professional 
Accountants in India, for the month of August, 1930? 

(b) If not, will Oovernmont please reply after reading the same, whe- 
ther the Railway Board will now publish the balance sheets on the forms 
as prescribed by the British Railway Companies (Accounts and Returns 
Act, 1911) stating therein the reason if the reply be in the negative? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I regret I have been unable to get a copy of 
the publication referred to. 

(h) The? question of preparing balance-sheets for Indian Railways is^ 
at present under consideration. 

Establishment of an Indian Accountancy Board. 

117. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government kindly explain the reason 
for delay in establishing the Indian Accountancy Board, under the provi- 
sions of the Indian Companies (Amendment) Act, 1930, passed in the 
February Session of the old Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The establishment of an Indian: 
Accountancy Board is to be provided for by rules to be made under the 
Indian Companies (Amendment) Act, 1930. The preparation of these 
rules requires very careful examination of the subject which has neeessari- 
1} occupied considerable time. It is hoped that the first draft of the ruleR- 
will shortly be completed. 
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Cabbyikg Eobwabd of Losses tjndbb the Income-tax Act. 

118. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) With reference to the Honourable Sir 
‘Oeorge Schuster s promise to take early steps to legislate for “Carrying 
forward of Losses” under the Income-tax Act at the session of the Federa- 
tion of the Indian Chambers of Commerce, held at Delhi in February, 
1930, will Government kindly explain when they propose to introduce the 
said legislation in order to relieve the hardship of the assessees? 

(b) Are Government aware that legal provision to carry forward the 
losses exists in all the self-governing units of the Empire? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) I have always made it clear 
in my public statements on this subject that the possibility of introducing 
a provision for allowing business losses to be carried forward for purpose 
of income-tax assessment was dependent on the general financial position 
of the GovtTnment. T had hoped that the new taxation introduced in the 
last Budget might prove sufficient to provide a margin from which we 
might eventually meet the loss of revenue which the introduction of a pro- 
vision for carrying forward losses would mean. But I am afraid that 
developments since then have frustrated this hope. In the meanwhile, the 
Central Board of Revenue has started to keep up records which ought to 
enable us to estimate what the introduction of this measure would cost, if 
financial conditions should make that possible. 

(b) My information, which is based on a publication of the year 1929, 
is that the carrying forward of losses is permitted by the laws of the Union 
'Of South Africa and the Commonwealth of Australia, but not by the law 
•of the Dominion of Canada. 

Pbospbots of Commebcial Probationebs on the North Western 

Railway. 

119. Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Are Government aware that on the 
North Western Railway in 1918 ten young graduates were taken as Com- 
mercial Probationers, of whom only three after two years* training and 
>confirmation, stuck to their jobs, viz,, one Muslim in the Multan Divi- 
sion, one Hindu on the Ferozepur Division and a Sikh on the Quetta Divi- 
sion as Claims Tracers, and the balance quitted the service for want of 
future prospects? 

(b) Are Government aware of the fact that out of the above ten proba- 
tioners one European resigned the service and rejoined as a guard and is 
now working as an Assistant Station Ma.ster on the Lahore Division draw- 
ing Rs. 320 per mensem whereas the above three have been reverted Jo 
Rs. 140 only (maximum) for the last seven years? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are at present four vacancies in the cadre of 
-Junior Claims Inspectors, but in spite of repeated requests and representa- 
tions from the above Claims Tracers, no action has so far been taken to 
promote them to these posts even though they have qualified themselves in 
Assistant Station Master’s Coaching and Goods duties? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Claims Tracer attached to the Ferozepur Divi- 
sion was selected as an Assistant Staff Warden on Rs. 200 per mensem, 
but >vas reverted after a month or so without assigning any reasons for 
the reversion, and a Muslim claims clerk, who is not oven a Matric and 
was drawing Rs. 80 only, was promoted in his place? Will Government 
please state reasons for the above? 
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1^. A. A. L. Parso^: (a) and (b). 1 am obtaining information from 
the A^ent, North Western B-ailway, and will communicate with the Hon* 
ourable Member on its receipt. 

(c) There are three vacancies of Junior Claims Inspectors but the 
Agent, North Western Bailway, does not propose to fill them for the 
present. 

(dj The Claims Tracer attached to the Ferozepore Division was tned 
as Assistant Staff Warden but was reverted as he did not prove fit for the 
duties of the post. The Muslim clerk selected to replace him is consi- 
dered to possess special aptitude for the v/ork of the post. 


Number of Men of Various Communities employed in certain 
Posts on the North Western Bailway. 

120. Sardar Sant Singh: Will Government please lay on the table the 
actual figures showing the number of men belonging to the undermentioned 
communities taken on in the different categories (a) Traffic Inspectors 
(Transportation), (b) Traffic Inspectors (Claims), (c) Commercial Superin- 
tendents, (d) Claims Inspectors, (c) Commercial Supervisors on the North 
Western Bail way : 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Muslims, 

(iii) Sikhs? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons: (lovcrumeni ri'grct that they arc not ])rcpared 
to supf)lemeut with figures for particular classes of posts the information 
in regard to communal represtmtation in railway services given in the 
Annual Administration Ueport on Indian Railways. 


Discontent amonost Claims Inspectors and Claims Tracp:rs on the 
North Western Bailway. 

121. Sardar Sant Singh: Arc Government aware of the fact that, as a 
result of stagnation extending in most cases over a period of seven years, 
much discontent is at present prevailing amongst Claims Inspectors and 
Claims Tracers on the North Western Bailway ? Do Government propose 
to take early steps to eradicate this discontent? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the negative. As regards the second part. Government propose to draw 
the attention of tho Agent, North Western Bailway, to the question. 

Convictions in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement* 

122. Lala Hari Ba] Swarup: (a) How many convictions connected with 
the present civil disobedience movement in the various provinces were 
calicd up for consideration by Government themselves and what action 
was taken thereon ? 

(b) How^ many of them were sent up by the High Court in each pro- 
vince for consideration and what action was taken thereon? 

(c) Did the Government of India give any instrudtions to Local Govern- 
ments in lliis bdiaJf? 
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The Honoiirable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b). These matters are dealt 
with under chapters XXXI and XXXII of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
1 am sorry I have no information. 

(c) No instructions were issued by the Government of India. 

Sentences passed on Offenders against the Salt Laws. 

128. Lala Hari Ba] Swarup: (a) Are Government aware that in certain 
<cases prosecutions have been launched by Provincial Governments and 
sentences have been passed on offenders against salt laws under the provi- 
•eions of the Indian Penal Code? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state why the general sections of 
the Indian Penal Code have been applied in the face of specific salt laws 
to deal with offences of illicit manufacture of salt? 

(c) Have Government considered the advisability of drawing the atten- 
tion of the various Governments to this irregularity? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I understand that some prosecu- 
tions were undertaken under section 117, Indian Penal Code, for the abet- 
ment of offences against the salt laws, and that convictions were obtained. 

(b) and (c). May 1 remind the Honourable Member that, by section 40 
of the Indian Penal Code, the abetment sections of that Code have been 
expressly made applicable to the abetment of offences under special oi* 
local laws, such as the salt laws. Section 117 of the Indian Penal Code 
is peculiarly suitable to the facts of the case, and the procedure has the 
authority of the Bombay High Court. This being so, he will, I think, 
agree that no irregularity is involved in the employment of that section for 
the punishment of such abetment. 

Decline in Exports and Rise in Imports of Wheat. 

124 . Lala Hari Ba] Swarup: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the amount of wheat annually exported from India since the War; and 
will they also be pleased to state the import of the same commodity for 
the same period ? 

(b) Arc Govemment in a position to state why there has been a pro- 
gressive decline in exports and a corresponding rise in imports »)f that 
commodity? 

(c) What steps do Govemment propose to take (1) to encourage a 
peater flow of agricultural produce in India, and (2) to discourage the 
import of foreign wheat? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) A state- 
ment showing the estimated production of wheat in India, and exports and 
imports since 1919 is laid on the table. 

(b) It will be seen that there has been no progressive decline in ex- 
ports, but that exports have been governed by the available surplus after 
providing for internal requirement, which are estimated to average about 
88 lakhs of tons. The small exports in 1930-31 are due to the fact that 
there is a large sumlus of wheat in world markets. 

(c) Govemment have already reduced the railway freight on wheat to 
Karachi. The possibility of other reductions in railway freight on agricul- 
tural produce is being examined. The position in respect of imports of 
wheat is being carefully watched. I shall be glad if the Honourable 
Member or other Honourable Members apprise me of any idea which they 
feel should be examined and considered. 
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Deputation to the Federated Malay States to consider Indian 
Labour Conditions. 

125. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Ba|ah: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that they proposed to send a deputation to Malaya 
last year and that the Standing' Finance Committee had also agreed to that 
proposal, for obtaining first-hand information as to the conditions of life 
and labour of Indian unskilled labourers in the Federated Malay btates 
and Straits Settlements and for enabling the Government of India to 
determine the question as to whether these countries should be exempted 
perinnnentlv from the operation of rule 23 of the Indian Emigration 

Ellies ? 

(h) Will Government he pleased to state if it is also a fact that the 
Governments of the Federated Malay States and Straits Settlements 
welcomed the idea of such a deputation and had promised to give the 
deputation all facilities for the visit? 

(c ) Do Government pn)pose to consider the desirability of sending the 
deputation this year? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) and (5). Yes. 

(r) ''.rho Government of India do nol consider that any useful purpose 
will be servtid hy sending the deputation this year, as, owing to the 
depression in tlu‘ rubber industry and the consequent dislocation of labour 
employed on rubber estates, conditions in TVIalnya are abnormal at the pn*- 
sent moment. It is proposed to take up the matter again in consuliatiou 
with the Malayan Governments as soon as normal conditions arc re-estab- 
lished. 

Deffnimon of Various Classes for the purpose of the Census. 

"*120. Mr. A. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state what is the 
definition ( [ “ Untouchable” for the purposes of the present census? Is il 
confined to Boms and Bhaiicfis in the United Provinces, or arc any other 
classes of persons included in it? 

(h) What is the definition of a “Hindu” for the purposes of the census 
in the United Provinces? Is it the intention that in the United Provinces 
Ary a Samajists, J«ains and Sikhs are not to be classed as Hindus? 

(c) For the purposes of the census in the United Provinces, are the 
depressed and backward classes like Kahars, Dhobis^ Gwalas, Ahirs, etc., 
to be included amongst the Hindus or not? If not, under what head are 
they to be put down? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) No definition has been framed. 

(h) It is not considered necessary to define the term “Hindu”. Arya 
Samajists will be classed as Hindus in the United Provinces as in all other 
parts of India. Sikhs will not be classed as Hindus if they return them- 
selves as Sikhs. Jains will be classed separately but will be recorded 
Hindus also in the case of each individual who so desires. 

(c) They will be included as Hindus unless they return themselves as 
belonging to some other religion. 
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House Rent payable to Military Officers. 

127. Khan Bahadur Haji Wa]ihuddln: (a) Is it a fact that house rent 
payablb to a military officer is paid on his certifying that he actually rented 
a certain house on a fixed rent for his residencTe? 

(b) What scale of rent is payable to military officers of different ranks? 

(c) How is this allowance affected when two or three officers live in 
one and the same bungalow? 

Mr. G-. M. Young: (a) No. Lodging allowance is granted if the Officer 
Commanding certifies that, no Government quarter has been allotted to the 
officer. 

(b) The rates of lodging allowance vary from ]ls. 20 to Rs. 250 a month. 

(c) When two or more military officers live in the same private bunga- 
low, no deduction is made. When they live in tlic same Government 
bungalow, a certain percentage of the lodging allowance of each of them is 
withheld. Tliis percentage is calculated on the ratio of the accommoda- 
tion actually occupied by the officer to that to wliich he is entitled under 
rule. 


Byelaws in Cantonments against Congress Activities. 

123. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that in some can- 
(onujcnls spc?eial byelaws have been framed to stoji picketing liquor and 
foreign cloth shops and taking out Congress processions within the limits 
Mf certain cantonments and if so, will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) names of Cantonment Boards who have adopted such byelaw^s; 

and 

(b) whether these byelaws have actually been enforced anywhere 

and with what results? 

Mr, G. M. Young: The Government of India have no information, as 
(he approval and eoufinnation of byelaws arc vested in Local (fovern- 
uionts. But if the Honourable Member will refer me to specific canton- 
ments, 1 will make inquiries. 

Election of the Nowgong CANTomiENT^BoARD. 

120. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Is it a fact that the civil popula- 
tion of Nowgong Cantonment exceeds 2,500 and if so, are Government 
prepared to consider the advisability of extending the right of election to 
the said Board? 

Mr. G. M. Young: As a consequence of the withdrawal of troops from 
Nowgong, the area will shortly cease to be a cantonment administered 
under the Cantonments Act, 1924. 

Elected Boards in Cantonments op the North-West Frontier 

Province. 

180 . Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government be pleased 
to state what are the prospects of constituting elected boards in the various 
cantonments in North-West Frontier Province? 

Hr. O. M. Young: The matter is still under the consideration of the 
Government of India who have called for certain information from the 
Bocal Administration. 


p 



342 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[28th Jan. 1081. 

Appointment of Assistant Sbcbbtambs to Cantonments. 

181. Khan Bahadur Haji Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how many Assistant Secretaries have been appointed in various 
cantonments up to 1930? 

(b) How many of these appointments have been made directly and how 
many have been offered to Cantonment Eund employees of experience and 
ability ? 

(c) Has any representation been made in this connection and if so, 
with what results? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Assistant Secretaries have been appointed in 
13 cantonments. 

(b) Government have no information. 

(c) A representation has recently been received from the All-India 
Cantonment Fund Employees Association, and is under consideration. 

Cantonment Rates and Taxes. 

182. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a schedule of rates of all sorts of cantonment taxes 
in force in 1930 in all principal cantonments of India having a population 
of 10,000 and over? 

Mr, G. M. Young: I will ascertain whether this information is obtain- 
able, and will then communicate with the Honourable Member on the 
subject. 

Rents charged for Platforms in front of Shops in Cantonments. 

133. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
before the issue of the Government of India Army Department Circular 
No. 31622/1 (A. D.), dated the 19th February, 1926, regarding the condon- 
mont of platforms in some of the cantonments, rent was being charged for 
certain platforms in front of the shops from the tenants, for their using 
the platforms for the purpose of their trade? 

(b) Is it a fact that this rent is still being charged even when the plat- 
forms have been condoned under the circular quoted above? 

(c) Is it a fact that this rent is now being demanded in some of the 
cantonmenty from the house-owners? 

(d) If so, will Government be pleased to state if rent in such cases 
was for the land under the platform or for the platform being used for 
business purposes? 

(e) If it was for the land, why was it realised from the tenant and not 
from the owner of the shop? 

(/) If it was for the carrying-on of business thereon, why was it being 
demanded from the house owners? 

(g) Do Government propose to issue instructions that no rent be charged 
for such platforms as they stand condoned under the circular quoted above ? 
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Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Government have no information of any cases in which rent 
is charged in contravention of the circular referred to ; but if the Honourable 
Member will bring any specific instances to my notice, I shall bo glad to 
inquire into them. 

(d) to {g). Do not arise. 

Sbpabation of Mohalla Dilazak from Shahjahanpore Cantonment. 

131. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that Government 
have declared that the only reason for not separating Mohalla Dilazak from 
Shahjahanpore Cantonment is that the Mohalla forms a sanitary cordon 
between the Cantonment and the city? 

(b) Is it a fact that the military authorities in the past had decided in 
separation of the Mohalla unconditionally? 

(c) Will Government state in how many cantoiunents such ra nit ary 
cordons exist? If these do not exist in other cantonments, why is the 
retention of the Mohalla in Shahjahanpore Cantonment as a ‘‘sanitary 
cordon’* considered to be necessary? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Government of India Cantonment Administra- 
tion Eeform Committee appointed in 1921, strongly advocated the excision 
from Cantonments of those parts which were inhabited by the civil pi.i>ula- 
tion and which were not now required for any military purpose? If so, how 
do Government propose to solve the question? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes, at one time; but they have since opposed the separation. 

(c) I could not say exactly, without making an inquiry from all canton- 
ments. But the number is large. 

(d) Yes. The recommendations of the Committee have been given 
effect to in several places where it was found possible to do so. 

Introduction of Compulsory and Free Primary Education in 

Ambala Cantonment. 

135. BSian Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government please 
state if the scheme of compulsory and free primary education in Ambala 
Cantonment sanctioned by the Cantonment Board several years ago, has 
been actually introduced or not? If not, what are the causes of delay in 
its introduction? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Northern Command has sanctioned large 
amounts as special grants to two secondary schools of Ambala Canton- 
ment, without consulting the Inspector of Schools, Ambala Division and in 
one case against his advice?. 

(o) Has this diversion of the allotment under Education in the Budget 
of Ambala Cantonment Board caused delay in the introduction of the free 
and compulsory primary education? 

(d) Are these special grants being given from year to year? Are Gov- 
ernment prepared to take steps effectively to start the scheme of free and 
compulsory education before giving any more special grants to the 
secondary schools? 

p 2 
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Mr. G. H. Young: I have called for a report and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result in due course. 

Reduction of the Conservancy Tax in Cawnpore Cantonment. 

136. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wa)Qiuddin: (a) Did Government in the last 
Session of the Assembly in reply to a question put by Bai Bahadur Lala 
Panna Lai, the then M.L.A., state: ‘'that a special Committee of the 
Cantonment Board, Cawnpore, would examine the whole system of taxation 
at present imposed in Cawnpore Cantonment with a view to reduce the 
conservancy tax**? 

(6) Has that Committee examined the system of taxation? If so, with 
what results and what reduction has been made in the conservancy tax? 

(c) If the Committee may not have been formed as yet or may not 
have mot, are Government prepared to issue instructions that it should 
meet without any further delay? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I am makin" enquiries and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result in due course. 

Government’s Obligation in the Case of Appropriated Houses in 

Cantonments. 

137. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article headed “Government obligation in case of 
appropriated Houses: How to enforce it**, published on pages 9 and 10 of 
the Cantonment Achocafe for October, 1930? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no provision in the House Accommodation 
Act to ensure that the house appropriated by Government under that Act 
is handed over to the owner in a state of reasonable repair at the expiry 
of the lease? 

(c) If the reply to the above question be in the negative, do Govern- 
ment propose to put the house-owner in fhe same posjition to enforce an 
appropriated house being put in a state of reasonable repair, at the time 
of its being handed over on the expiry of the lease, as that of the Govern* 
ment for the same purpose at the time of appropriating the house? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Government have seen the article. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to section 7 (5) (a) of the 
Cantonments (House- Accommodation) Act, 1923. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Contest for Chairmanship op the Deolali Cantonment Board. 

138. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article published in the Cantonment Advocate for 
October, 1930, under the heading “Tussel for the Chair, Vice-President 
versus the Acting Commander — A scene in Deolali Board"? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Officer Commanding the Station was on short 
leave outside the Cantonment? 

(c) Under what section of the Cantonments Act did the Acting Officer 
Commanding the Station claim the Chair? 
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(d) Did Oovemment or the Southern Command receive a reference on 
the matter? If so, what decision was given thereon? 

(e) What action, if any, do Government propose to take to prevent 
such incidents in future? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Government have seen the article. 

(b) to (d). I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable Member 
know the result in due course. 

Extension of the Teem of the Ambala Cantonment Boakd. 

139. Khan Bahadur Eaji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
the term of Ambala Cantomnent Board was to expire in January, 1931 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Local Government has extended the term of 
the Board for a period of eight months and directed that new election 
should take place in September, 1931? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a system of mixed electorate in force and 
Muslims are in a minority and that no Muslim succeeded in the last elec- 
tion? 

(d) Is it a fact that several public bodies of Ambala protested against 
the above extension, describing it to be illegal and administratively 
undesirable? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the three years statutory 
life of an elected Board can bo extended; if so, under what section of the 
Cantonments Act now in force? 

(/) If there be no section in the Cantonments Act warranting such ex- 
tension, do Government propose to issue orders to hold fresh and 
separate elections and to revise the rules forthwith accordingly? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a), (b) and (d). Yes. 

(c) Government are not aware of the reason why no Muslim was return- 
ed to the Board at the last election. 

(e) and (/). Government are considering the legal aspect of the case, 
and I will infonn the Honourable Member when a decision has been 
reached. 


Promotions in the United Provinces Postal Circles. 

140. Oan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the Postmaster General, United Provinces in his circular 
No. 9, dated the Ist December, 1924, published rules regarding seniority of 
time scale officials: 

(i) that an official passing an efficiency bar will rank above any 

official senior to him who has reached the bar but who, 
owing to inefficiency or otherwise, has failed to pass it subse- 
quently; and 

(ii) an official failing to pass an efficiency bar on due date owing to 

inefficiency will lose seniority? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the Circle grada- 
l^ion list of United Provinces Circle is (maintained according to the above 
circular? 
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(c) If the reply be in the negative, are Government prepared to issue 
necessary orders to prepare it accordingly with effect from the 1st 
iPecember, 1924? 


Mr. H. A. Sams: The information asked for by the Honourable Member 
is being collected and will be supplied to him in due course. 


Promotions in the United Provinces Postal Circles. 

141. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the officials of the United Provinces Postal Circle named 
below, who were held up at the second efficiency bar were allowed to sit 
in the Lower Selection Grade examination held in 1929 and 1930 in 
supersession to their seniors: 

1. Nazuruddin, S. P. M. Bangarmau, 

2. Har Bans Sahai, S. P. M. Mirzapur B. S., 

3. Md. Sharif, clerk, Ghazipur, 

4. Maizuddin Ahmad, clerk Fatehgarh, 

5. Asharfilal, S. P. M. Tekatnagar, 

6. Girwar Pershad, S. P. M. clerk, Bahraich, 

7. Bewadher Jayal, S. P. M. Srinagar, and 

8.. Newal Kishore Gaiir, S. P. M. Anupshahr? 

(6) If so, are Government prepared to issue necessary orders to allow 
the seniors to those officials to appear at the Lower Selection Grade exami- 
nation to be held in 1931? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) and (h). Government have no information and 
do not propose to call for it. The power of selection rests with the Head 
of the Circle to wdiom officers should submit their applications. 


Duties and Pay of Postal Accountants. 

142. Khan Bahadur Hafi Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how many accountants of (i) first, and (ii) second, class Head 
Offices in India and Burma are placed in the Lower Selection Grade? 

(b) If the reply to question (a) (ii) is in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state whetlier the post of accountants of 1st class head offices 
carries greater responsibilities than those of second class Head Offices? If 
not, why none of the accountants of second class Head Offices are placed 
in the selection grade? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to s^tate whether duties of accountant 
in all first class Head Offices in United Provinces circle are of the same 
nature and entail the same amount of responsibilities? 

(d) If the reply be in the negative, will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table the duties now being performed by the accountants of each 
of the six first class Head Offices in the United iProvinces Circle ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : (a) There are 7 posts of Accountants in the Lowest 
Selection Grade of Es. 160 — 10 — ^250 in first class Head Post Offices in 
India and Burma and none, in second class Head Post Offices. 



UNSTABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS* 


347 


(b) It is not the case that the post of Accountant in every first class 
Head Office cairies greater responsibilities than similar posts in all second 
class Head Offices. It is for this reason that Selection Grade Accountants 
are not allotted to many first class Head Offices. As explained in the replj] 
given to Mr. N. C. Kelkar’s unstarred question in this House on the 15tli 
February, 1928, the pay of Accountants is raised to that of the Selection 
Grade whenever this is found to be justified. 

(c) Yes, they are of the same nature, but the amount of responsibility 
must vary with thie size of the accounts branch and the volume and 
complexity of the work dealt with in it. 

(d) As explained in my reply to part (o) the duties of the Accountants 
in the six first class Head Offices in question arc the same in nature, but 
not in responsibility. Government do not consider that any useful public 
purpose would be served in laying on the table a detailed list of the duties 
of each of these Accountants. 

Duties and Pay of Postal Accountants. 

148. Khan Bahadur Eaji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 

to state whether the Accountant of Lucknow Head Office in the United 
Provinces Circle was placed in the Lower Selection Grade? 

(b) If the reply be in the affiiimative, will Government be pleased to 
state reasons for sanctioning a Lowest Selection Grade appointment? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if similar reasons exist in the 
case of Allahabad, Cawnpore, Agra, Meerut and Befiares Head Offices and 
if so, how do Government propose to fill the posts of accountants in these 
offices ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes, in the Lowest Selection Grade of Rs. 160 — 
10—250. 

(h) The sanction of a Lowest Selection Grade appointment was justified 
])y the duties and responsibilities attached to the post. 

(c) The same justification has not been established in the case of the 
Head Offices mentioned. The posts of the Accountants of these Head 
Offices will be raised to the Lowest Selection Grade if and when it is 
considered that the duties and responsibilities of these posts are, on tlie 
merits of each case, such as to justify a Selection Grade rate* of pay. 

Election of Vice-Presidents in Cantonments. 

144. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that since the Can- 
tonments Act, 1924, came into force, no Muslim was elected during a period 
of six years to the office of Vice-President in any of principal Canton- 
ments in India? 

(6) Is it a fact that under the said Act, nominated members have been 
debarred from taking part in the election for the said office, and only elected 
elements hold the privilege to elect one from amongst themselves, and that 
the Muslims are in the minority in every Board of Cantonments in India? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of amend- 
ing the Act so that one of the elected members may be elected by the 
whole Board without prejudice to the office of Vice-President? 
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Mr. O. H. Young: (a) Government have no information. 

(6) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, Government have no information. 

(c) Government do not propose to alter the existing arrangement. The 
attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the proceedings of the 
Select Committee on the Cantonments Bill, dated the 18th July, 1923, 
wherein it was decided that, in the case of Boards including elected* mem- 
bers, the Vice-President should be elected by those members from among 
their own number. 

Appointment of Advisory Committees in Cantonments. 

145. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is the policy of Government to nominate certain individuals 
as members of an Advisory Committee to the corporation sole in small 
cantonments and, if so, in wln’ch places such committees are helping the 
local corporation soles and with what results? 

Mr. G. M. Young The Honourable Member is referred to my reply to 
unstarred question No. 98 asked by Eai Bahadur Lala Paniia Lai on 
the 14th July, 1930. 

Persons expelled prom Cantonments. 

146. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a list of persons expelled under section 239, Cantonment 
Act, from the limits of various cantonments in India during the years of 
1927 and 1930 with reasons of expulsion in each case? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Government understand that no person was expelled 
from cantonments under section 239, Cantonments Act, 1924, during the 
year 1927. I will endeavour to obtain the information in respect of 1930, 
and will inform the Honourable Member in due course. 


MESSAGES FEOM HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEEOY AND 
GOVEENOE GENEEAL. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have received four commiuaications 
12 NOON Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General legard- 

ing the Bailway Budget and the General Budget and I will read 
them to Honourable Members. 

(The Assembly received the Messages standing.) 

**Fot the purposes of subsection (I) of section 67 A of the Government 
of India Act and in pursuance of rules 43, 46 and 47 of the Indian Legis- 
lative Buies, I, Edward Frederick Lindley, Baron Irwin, hereby appoint 
the following days for the presentation to the Legislative Assembly of the 
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statement of the estimated annual expenditure and revenue of the Governor 
General in Council in respect of Railumys and for the subsequent stages 


in. respect thereof in the Legislative 

Tuesday, the 17th February 
I 

Thursday, the 19th February 

Monday, the 23rd February 
Tuesday, the 2Mh February 
Wednesday, the 23th February 
Thursday, the 26th February 


Assembly f namely v 

... Presentation in the Legislative 
AssemMy, 

... General discussion in the 
Legislative Assembly, 

... Voting on Demands for Grants 
... j in the fjcgislatioc Assembly, 


IRWIN. 

Viceroy and Governor General.** 


New Delhi, 

The 27th January^ 1931, 


The second Order is : 

“For the purposes of sub-section (i) of section 67 A of the Government 
of India Act and in pursuance of rules 43, 46 and 47 of the Indian Legis- 
lativc Bales, I, Edward Frederick Lindley, Baron Irwin, hereby appoint 
the following days for the presentation to the Legislative Assembly of the 
statement of the estimated annual expenditure and revenue of the Governor 
General in Council in respect of subjects other than Railways and for the 
subsequent stages in respect thereof in’ the Legislative Assembly, namely 

Saturday, the 28th February presentation in the Legislative 
at 5 p,m. Assembly, 


Thursday, the 5lh March 
Friday, the 6th March 

Monday, the 9th March 
Tuesday, the 10th March 
Wednesday, the 11th March 
Thursday, the 12th March 
Friday, the 13th March 



General discussion in the 
Legislative Assembly, 


Voting on Demands for Grants 
in the Legislative Assembly, 


IRWIN, 

Viceroy and Governor General** 


New Delhi, 

The 27th January^ 1931, 
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The third Order is : 

“2h exercise of the powers conferred by rule 2 of the Indian Legislative 
liules, /, Edxoard Frederick Lindley, Baron Irwin, hereby appoint the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy, to perform the functions assigned to the 
Finance Member under rule 4.6 of the said Rules on the occasion of the 
general discussion appointed for Thursday, the 19th February, on the 
statement of the estimated annual expenditure and revenue of the Governor 
'General in Council in respect of Railways. 

IRWIN, 

Viceroy and Governor General.” 

Neiv Delhi, 

The 27th January, 1931. 


The fourth Order is : 


*Tn pursuance of the provisions of subsection (3) of section 67-A of 
the Government of India Act^ I hereby direct that the heads of expends 
ture specified in that subsection shall be open to discussion by the Legis- 
lative Assembly when the Budget is under consideration, 

IRWIN, 

Viceroy and Governor QeneraV\. 


TANEL OF CHATEMEN. 

Mr. President: Under Rule 3 X)f the Indian Legislative Rules, I nomi- 
nate Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, Sir Hugh Cocke, Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub and Rai Sahib Tlarbilas Sarda on the Panel of Chairmen for tlic 
ensuing Session. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ. 

Mr. President: Members will now proceed to elect five Muslim Mem- 
bers to the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage to the Hedjaz. There arc 
seven candidates whose names are printed on the ballot papers whicli 
will now be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I 
-call them. • 


(The ballot was then taken.) 



i . ' 

EESOLUTION BE IMPOST DUTIES ON GALVANISED lEON AND 
STEEL PIPES AND SHEETS. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
ways) : Sir, I move the following Eesolution : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the increased 
import duties imposed by Notificatioii No. 260-T. (127)-TarifEa, dated the 30th Decem> 
her, 1930. in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3({) of the Indian Tariff 
Act, 1894, on galvanized iion and steel pipes and sheets for the oeriod 30th December, 
i930 to 31st March, 1931, be continued for the remainder of the period of protection 
covered by the Steel Industry (Protection) Act, 1927, that is, up to the 31st March, 
1934, and that the duties should not be reduced imlessi, at any time before that date, 
the Governor General in Council is satisfied that circumstances have changed so ladi- 
'cally as to render the maintenance of the duties at the increased rates clearly unncces- 
sary and undesirable.” 

Mr. Prosukrit, the Steel Tndiifitry (Protection) Bill was piiRKed into 
law in February, 1927. In all probability most of the Members who took 
an interest in the Bill would have said, if asked, that the need for addi- 
tional protection was less likely to arise in the case of galvanized sheets 
than in the case of almost any other product. At that time something 
approaching 00 per cent, of the imports came from the United Kingdom, 
and the price had not been sul)ject to the wide fluf 3 tuations which in previous 
years had characterised the prices of other products,, such as bars and 
structural sections, also the amount of protection that was found neces- 
sary in the case of galvanized sheets was only Es. 30 a ton e.Kceeding 
hy only Bs. 0 a ton the duty which would have been assessable had the 
10 per cent. duty remained in force. We liave found, however, in tliese 
post-war years, that tlie only thing which is certain to happen is the un- 
expected and in this ease our anticipations liavc not been fulfilled. Almost 
from the time tlie Bill was passed into law. the price of galvanized sheet 
began to fall and has steadily fallen until it reached its present level. 
Tt is certain, I think, that, owing to the fall in prices, the Indian manu- 
facturer of galvanized sheet has never enjoyed the full amount of protection 
■^vhich the Act was intended to give him. The Tata Iron and Stool 
(Vnnpany waited for a long time before they brought the facts to the 
notice of the Governmont, and indeed it Avas not until August last that 
Ihey raiso'd ilie question. The ground on which they asked for additi:)nal 
i^rcteciion Avas this, that the circumstance against Avliich one of the 
sections of the Sleel Bill was intended to provide had actually arisen, 
and that galvanized sheet Avas being imported into India at prices Avhicli 
clearly rendered the protection intended to be given incffectiA’c. That is 
I’cnlly the only issue Avhich has to be considered. The reason for the 
fall of prices is to be found in three circumstances. In the first jilace 
tliore has been a very big fall in the price of spelter. That of itself would 
Tiot justify the grant of any additional protection, because obviously the 
manufacturer in India and the manufacturers in other countries are 
equally affected, and if the cost of one of them is reduced, the cost of 
the other is reduced also to the same extent. In their Beport of 1026 
the Tiariff Board estimated that galvanized sheet would he imported 
into India at a price of Bs. 240 a ton free of duty. The fall in the price 
•^f spelter has been sufficient to reduce that price by 34 nipces a ton, 
that is to Es. 206 a ton; and, as I have said, that factor is completely 
^'liminated from the protection problem; protection is neitlior claimed 
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nor justified so far as that particular element in the fall of price is ccn- 
cerned. But in addition to that, two ot^er causes have operated to 
bring about a further fall of Es. 37 a ton, bringing the price down to 
Es. 169 a ton, which is the figure which the Tariff Board adopted in 
determining the amount of additional protection required. The two 
causes whicli have brought about this further fall in price are the com- 
petition from Belgium — and if Honourable Members will turn to Appendix 
III lo the Tariff Board’s Eeport they will notice that the imports from 
that country have been growing very rapidly — and the second cause 
which is brought out in another passage of the Eeport is the greatly res- 
tricted demand for galvanized sheet and consequent internal compe- 
tition amongst manufacturers in the United Kingdom. These are the two 
causes responsible, and I will merely invite — I shall not read the passage — 
the atiention of Honourable Members to an extract whicli the Tariff Board 
give at page 8 of their Eeport, from the remarks of the Chairman of a 
very large iron and steel firm in Kngland made at the annual meeting of 
the company. 

Now, Sir, my Honourable friend, IVJr. Das, in the amendment which 
he proposes to move to this Ecsolutioii, suggests that tlie House ought to 
be fafiiisfied before any jidditioual protcetioii is given, that a genuine eflorl; 
has been made to reduce the costs of production. I should like to make 
it clear that neither the Tariff Board nor the Government have taken into 
account, in considering the application for protection, the question of costs 
either one way or the otlicr. Tlie suggestion in the amendment is that, 
supposing the costs WTre unduly high, then it would he unreasonable to 
give additional protection . because the high cost might bo duo to ineffi- 
ciency; and I was a little bit surprised yesterday evening when 1 learnt 
indirectly that rny Honourable friend was also interested in this ques- 
tion of cost from a different point of view. As far as I could gather his 
point was this, that the Tariff Board and Government had not sullicientlv 
taken into account the fact tliat the cost of galvanized sheet at Jamshedpur 
as found by the Tariff Board and as stated in their appendices, was 
distinctly below the cost which the Board hrad forecasted as jirobable 
when they reported in 1926. I do not know which line my Honourable 
friend will finally adopt when he comes to speak; but it seems to me 
to be a little bard on the manufacturer if we are to say to him that he 
ought not to have any additional protection if the costs are too high, 
because then he does not deserve it, and that he cannot have any addi- 
tional protection if his costs are too low, because then he does not need 
it. As far as I can see, unless the unfortunate manufacturer can get 
his cost to agree exactly with the forecasts of the Tariff Board my 
Honourable friend will rule him out either on the one point or the other. 

Now, Sir, when ray Honourable friend drew attention to the fact that 
the cost of production of galvanized sheet at Jamshedpur was substantially 
lower than the Tariff Board expected, I doubt whether he had made suffi- 
cient allowance for the fall in the price of spelter. I believe that in fact 
the cost of producing galvanized sheet in India has fallen substantially, 
apart from the fall in the price of spelter and this is certainly satisfactory. 
But if the figures on page 14 of the Tariff Board’s Eeport are read without 
making allowance for the fall in the price of spelter, they will be misleading. 
What the Tariff Board estimated was that probably for tlie whole period 
of seven years the average cost would be Es. 232 a ton, and that by 1934 
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they hoped it would fall to Rs. 200 a ton. Now, my Honourable friend can 
point out that, in 1928-29, only the second year of the period, the cost had 
already fallen to Hs. 210 a ton, in 1929-80 to Rs. 207 a ton, and 
in the best month in 1930 to something like Rs. 1Q5 a ton. But 
I should like to point out that when allowance is made for the fall in 
the price of spelter, that is to say, if the Tariff Board when they made 
ilieir forecast had based it on the present price ol* spelter and not on the 
price prevailing in 1926, instead of the average of Rs. 232 a ton, they would 
have said Rs. 198 a ton; and instead of Rs. 200 a ton, they would have said 
Rs. 166 a ton. Therefore it is not correct to say that the cost of production 
has been^ reduced so greatly that tlu* ITotise \\T>iild bo entitled to assume 
that additional protection was not required. As 1 have already said, there 
has been a disthict iin])rov(UTient, but a very l.u’go part of the fall in the 
cost has been duo not to improvement in methods, but simply to the fall 
ill the price of spelter. 

Now, Sir, before T go on to the next question, namely, the method of 
protection, 1 should like to d(‘al with another point lo whicli rny Honourable 
friend has also drawn my alliuilion privately. I think he feeds that, before 
being asked to giv(‘ any vofcc^ or to come to any decision about this proposal, 
he would like to see lire evidence lakcui by tb.e Tariff Board, and lu? does not 
(]uIto nndersfand why riovc'rmnent have, placed their proposals before the 
Legislature witliout waHing for the evidence fo be publislicd. 

As soon as 1 learnt wliat was in niy Honourable irieud’s mind, 1 had 
llie actual facts as regards previous Reports by the Tariff Board examined. 
What 1 tiiid is this, and i will give four examples. Jn 192 i the Steel 
Industry Brotection Jiill in wliich tlie whole question of protection for steel 
was raised, was relorred to a beh.-ct Committee on the 26th of January, 
and Jioiie of the evidence was ijublished until the oth of J'’obruary. As 
the Report of the tSidect Committee Avas taken into consitleration on the 
14th February, it st^enis certain that the Hclect Committee, before pre- 
senting their Report, could have had no opportunity ot examining any 
of tile evidence. Take another of tJie Tariff Board’s Report, a much less 
important one, about printing tyjx*. Tlie Bill was introduced on the 
Oth .March, 1929, it was passed by the Assembly on the same date, and 
the evidence was not published until the 20b]i July. In the case of 
the Match industry, the Bill was introduced on the 4th September, 1928, 
it was taken into consideration and passed by the Assembly on the 17th 
September, anil none of the evidence Avas published until the 12th 
December. And finally this is perhaps the best analogy to tlic present 
case — the supplementary protection given in 192o; the Resolution autho- 
rising the grant of a bounty was passed on the Oth September, 1925, in 
the Council of State, and on the 15th September, 1925, in the Assembly, 
and the evidence Avas not published till November. I haA^e given these 
details for my Honourable friend's information to shoAv that what is 
being done on the present occasion is merely w^bat has been done on 
several other occasions in the past, and the Assembly has not usually 
felt itself unable to deal with a protection question until the Members 
had studied all the evidence taken by the Tariff Board. I AA’Ould point 
out also that, when the application is for supplementary protection, the 
actual study of the evidence is less necessary in order to arrive at a deci- 
sion than it might be when the main * question whether an industry is 
to be protected or not has actually been raised. 
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Now, Sir, 1 turn to the method of protection. As the House knows 
from the lieport of the Tariff Board and the Resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India, while the Tariff Board definitely preferred to proceed by 
way of duty, the Government of India considered carefully whether they 
ought not to proceed by way of bounty. I do not underrate in any way 
the force of the Board’s arguments that additional protection, given by 
means of an increase in the duty, is the prompter method, and inasmuch 
as it <loes not require an annual vote of the Legislature, it renders it 
much more easy to bring about stable conditions, in which manufacturers 
and traders can carry on their business. On the other hand, the Gov- 
ernment of India felt it could not overlook tlic fact that the Indian 
protection for galvanized slicet was not more than l/lOtli of the total 
consumption when imports were at their highest, and not more than 
l/5th perhaps of imports on the very much reduced scale of the current 
year. Nor could they ignore the fact that in the existing period of 
agricultural depression it was undesirable, if it could be avoided, to raise 
the cost of galvanised sheet to the consumer. But they wore compelled 
to examine the whole question of tlie mctliod wliich sliould be adopted in 
the light of the actual financial situation, and having done that, the Gov. 
ernment of India wore satisfied that the grant of bounties in tliis case was 
impracticable. They could not iVcomniend, in the existing financial 
conditions, that the Assembly should commit itself in respect of bounties 
for a period of three years ahead. The obligation tliereby falling upon 
the treasury was too serious, and they felt that there was notliing for 
it but to impose the additional duty. At the same time, in view of the 
fact that the actual price at which the consumer would bo abl(‘ to obtain 
galvanized sheet was substantially lower than the price which this 
House did not consider it unreasonable in 1927, the burden on the 
consumer was not likely to be excessive. 

The Board recommended, Mr. President, that the additional duties 
should remain in force uj) to the 31st March, 1934. The Government, 
however, did not feel that they and the Legislature should bo committed 
quite’ so deeply as that. Circumstances may change so radically that 
the retention of the duty would be clearly unreasonable. Thus for 
example in many branches of trade wo have seen the formation of 
national, or international, combines whicli are able to raise prices. 
Obviously, if that occurred, I have not the least doubt that the Tata Iron 
and Steel Company itself would unquestionably admit that the need for 
additional protection had passed. But at the same time Government 
do recognise the fact that during the first-half of the period of protection, 
the manufacturers have received somewhat less protection than was 
intended, and they think it is reasonable that the duty should remain 
in force at the higher rate which has recently been introduced for the 
rest of that period unless, as I have said, circumstances should s<^> 
radically change that no one would advocate its continuance. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Das, in the amendment he proposes 
move, suggests that the approval of the Assembly should be sought 
annually for the continuance of the duty, but what I should like to point 
out is this.- I .do not believe it is' possible or desirable to have an annual 
investigation into the Tata Iron and Steel Company’s costs, and that is 
the point which my friend specially desires to be examined. It is not 
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possible to pluck a flower up by the roots every few days in order to AM 
out how fast it is growing. In addition, the element of uncertainty which 
would thereby come into play would, 1 think, lead to a good deal of 
doubt and speculation which would make trade more diflicult and which 
would not be in the interests cither of traders or of manufacturers. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President. J 

In what I have said to day, Mr. President, i have referred to the 
t|uestion of costs. 1 should be very sorry if anything I have said con- 
veyed the impression that the Coverunient of India regard the cj[uestion 
of reducing costs at Jamshedpur to the greatest possible extent as anything 
but a matter of first class importanee. ilonourable Members will see 
from the Table at page J4 of the Poard’s Ileport, that the results 
actually achieved in 1927-1:8 were very rernarivable, for the reduction 
in cost had gone much further than the Tarifl; Board anticipated it could 
go at that stage. Then followed the disastrous labour troubles in 1928-29, 
w'hicli handicapped the company to a very great extent, and since the 
actual strike came to tin end the company have found it very difficult 
to get back to the 1927-28 standard. To me personally, after the 
sanguine anticipations I had formed on the figures of 1927-28, it ia 
a very keen disappointment to see that the same results have not yet been 
reproduced. But I am quite sure ol this, that no effort is being spared 
by the company to bring about the very desirable result of a much lower 
cost of production. And certainly they have the stimulus constantly 
upon them in the need for a lower cost level if they are to make the 
return to their shareholders, which the latter consider reasonable. That 
stimulus is as pow’crful as aiiy 1 can imagine; it is as powerful as, or 
perhaps oven more powau’ful than, the annual examination suggested by 
my Honourable friend. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, I should only like to say this. I think 
that W'c all of us recognise that at a time like tlie present, when trade 
is depressed all over tlie world, no manufacturing firm can expect that 
they should be able to make the full normal profits, nor do I think 
they can reasonably expect that the consumer, at a time when his purchas- 
ing pow^’cr is small, should be burdeiu’d to tlie extent necessary to bring 
about that result to the full extent. That is not, liow^ever, what we are 
considering in the present case. It seems to me that hi the present 
case the facts arc perfectly clear, that owing to the causes I liave indicated 
the manufacturer in India lias never been able to obtain the price for 
his galvanized sheet which the Legislatui’e accepted as being a fair price. 
Also I think it is clear that, unless action is taken now there is a real 
danger that a state of affairs might be brought about that the price at 
which ho can sell his sheet which would be iow’er than the works cost 
of production with no balance left for overhead charges or return on 
capital at all. In those circumstances, it would have been very difficult 
for him to carry on the manufacture. I am not asking this House to 
agree to the proposal I have placed before them on any grounds connected 
with the cost of production, but merely on the ground that the fall in 
price has been so serious that, unless action is taken, it will, as I have 
said, be very difficult for the manufacturer to maintain his production. 
(Applause.) 
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Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): I beg to move the 
amendment standing in my name : 

“That for the words ‘for the remainder of the period of protection covered by the 
Steel Industry Protection) Act^ 1927, that is, up to the 31st March, 1934,’ the following 
be substituted : 

‘for the year ending on 31st March, 1932, and that the said period of protection 
can he continued for the remainder of ilie period of protection covered by 
the Steel Industry (Protection) Act, 3927, Le., up to the 31st March, 
1934, provided that the previous sanction of this Assembly has been 
obtained annually to such extension and provided it is proved to the 
satisfaction of tliis House that there has been genuine effort made by the 
manufacturers to reduce their cost of production and increase their output 
during the previous year,*.” 

(At this st«age Mr. President resumed the Chair.) 

T feel very grateful to the Honourable the Leader of the House for the 
way in w’hich he has tried to anticipate the discussion 'that will proceed 
from this side of the House, and I must pay him this compliment, which 
he so richly dcseiwes, that, in spite of the differences between that side 
and this side of the House, he has always tried today and previously also, 
to meet our view point and not raised any difliculties as regards procedure 
or facilities. Sir, I am very grateful to the Honourable Sir George Rainy 
for the explanation he gave as regards the evidence of the Tariff Board not 
having been published so far. It may be that his Department, dealing as 
it does with Commerce and Railways, has not suH’icicnt time to publish the 
evidence in time so that Members of this House can take advantage of it. 
But it is a well-known practice . . . 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Perhaps, I might interject one word. 
It is not, T think, anything connected with my own Department, but it is 
merely difficulties connected with the Press and the Tariff Board itself in 
getting the evidence finally corrected. 

Mr, B. Das: 1 am glad of that explanation. But when the Reserve 
Bank Bill was discussed on the floor of the House, it was a very important 
measure, and Government saw to it that the evidence before the Royal 
Commission on Currency was cavailable to the Members of this House. Of 
course, I agree with my Honourable friend that this measure is only a 
subsidiary measure. Protection has already been granted by us and now 
only enhancement of duty is required. There have been adverse comments 
in the Press. Only this morning we see an article written by Mr. Trivedi 
in the Hindustan Times, who seems to have appeared before the Tariff 
Board to give evidence in this matter. He complains : 

“It appears that it (the Board) received only three representations from Bombay, 
three from Calcutta, and one from a representative of British manufacturers'. It ca.'ied 
only two trade representatives from Calcutta for oral examination’*. 

If these allegations are true, then I, ns a Member of this House, cannot 
form any judgment unless I see the evidence before me. Of course, I tried 
to get a copy by writing to the Secretary of the Department, but the 
departmental office Superintendent informed me that the evidence books 
were not yet published. Then I thought I could elicit a reply by the well- 
known practice of short notice questions, but the explanation, wWch the 
Honourable Member has given, satisfies me for the present. 
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As regards the question of additional protection which my Honourable 
.friend has brought before the House, he has already explained to the House 
the reasons, from his point of view., why my amendment cannot meet the 
desire of the Government or the demand of the manufacturers. Sir, I am 
a well known protectionist and I have always advocated protection on the 
floor of this House. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Self-praise is no recommendation. 

Ml. B. Das: I would not like that phrase to come from my Honourable 

p M ^’^iend. I was only trying to defend myself, and I am explaining 
why I am oppofeed to the present measure. It appears that 
certain firms, which secured protection from Government, have forgotten 
their obligations and the implications thereof. It seems that the Tata Steel 
Company have done very little to reduce their cost of production. Some- 
thing about the cost of production is given in the present Eeport. I would 
refer Honourable gentlemen tS page 15, where the expenditure in various 
departments is given. In 1925-26 the total expenditure on labour amounted 
to Rs. 1,41,90,000 and the number of men employed was 26,290. T find 
in the year 1929-30 the expenditure is Es. 1,57,87,269 and the men employed 
are 22,850. 1 find that in the previous year this expenditure came to 1,22 

lakhs, but I think that low expenditure was due to the labour strike. So 
.[ do not want to allude to it. It was Rs. 1,87 lakhs in 1926-27, the year 
in which they wanted protection from the Tariff Board and probably they 
wanted to show an improvement in their operating charges. Everybody 
knows that recently the Bombay firm of Messrs. E. D. Sassoon and Co. 
gave an assurance to a certain public organisation, the Congress, that they 
would employ Indians wherever they could in their |?iighcr staff and that 
they would employ European experts only when it was found necessary. 
My cliarge against the Tata Iron and Steel Co. is that they have received 
protection to the extent of 10 to 12 crores so far, which is almost equal to 
their capitalised value of the undertaking, and they have done very little 
since they carnc before the Government of India and this House in 1924, 
to Indianise their superior establishment. Their heavy expenditure is due 
to Europeanisation, and as far as I can gather, the trouble in that company 
is that there arc three forces working. One is the German element; the 
other is the American element pnd the third is ihe English 
oloment. The three schools of experts ahvays differ, as experts 
are bound to differ, and fight with one another and the Indian has 
very little chance in that company. There are very few Indian experts 
or engineers controlling the operation of steel manufacture in Tatas. So 
the Tata Steel Company cannot reduce Its operating cost nor its top-heavy 
management. Incidentally I find that one gentleman, who was a technical 
adviser to the Tariff Board in 1924-26, Mr. Mathers, is now employed as a 
highly paid technical adviser to the Tata Steel Company. In spite of all 
these technical experts, the Tatas have done little to reduce their cost of 
production, and I think that out of the amount spent on labour and wages, 
a major portion goes to the highly paid and useless foreign staff that could 
he easily wiped out. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Including the Engineers? 

Mr. B. Das: Certainly, including the foreign engineers. In 1924, this 
^ouise insisted that Tatas must give a guarantee that they would Indianise 
^heir departments. In 1926-27, when the Tata Directors' were going about 
hi the lobbies and talking to ua in whispers, they said that they would do 
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their best and employ Indian experts, but that they could not get Indian 
experts. I said that it was an entirely false assumption, but I know this 
much, that after we gave protection in 1926-27, those very gentlemen, the 
Directors and the Board of Management of Tatas said. “VVe care a fig for 
the Assembly. We have got seven years* protection, we are not coming 
to the Assembly any more, and in seven years* time we will be all right**. 
There is another ground for oar serious apprehension. The Tatas are mana- 
ging other concerns too. Tliey are managing hydro-electric concerns in 
Bombay. Government gave them the concession, and the concession which 
Government gave them also belonged to the people of India. What 
happened? They brought in Americans to manage the hydro-electric 
schemes in Bombay and the three schemes in Bombay are being controlled 
by American experts and American financiers. We apprehend that the 
day will come when Tatas, owing to mismanagement and lack of knowledge 
as to how to manage their industrial concerns, and being in the clutches 
of these American experts, will have to admit that they cannot manage 
the steel concern. They Yvill go to America for money and the concern 
will go to America, while the Government of India and the people of India 
have given them bounty to the extent of ID crores, and the consumers have 
borne another 25 to 30 crores of taxation, which has gone to meet the deficit 
Budget of my Honourable friend Sir George Schuster. This is indeed a 
very serious matter of apprehension. W^e pointed out then that the Tata 
Company has been over-capitalised. There was no business to put the 
capital so high. They could have reduced the capital. Certain auxiliary 
plant was purchased and spare sets of plant were purchased that ought not 
to have been purchased, especially when the prices were very high. The 
shareholders and the directors of Tatas, if they were honest, ought to have 
assured the Government that they would reduce the capital. They did not 
do that and neither did the Government, when they persuaded us to give 
protection insisted on Tatas reducing their cost jind expenditure, unless they 
did so by means of secret correspondence. My Honourable friend Sir 
George Rainy knows better than anybody in this House, or outside this 
House, because he was the first and the most successful I'resident of the 
Tariff Board, who inaugurated the system of protection in this country, 
but I do not think that Government insisted that Tatas should reduce the 
cost of administration by reducing the large European staff and by reducing 
their capital. Even in this small Report that the Tariff Board has pro- 
duced, on galvanized sheets, they allude to the cost of production, and at 
one place they say that the Tatas are not laying aside sufficient money 
for the Depreciation Fund. How can they put sufficient money into the 
Depreciation Fund when their cost of operations is too high and when the 
company is over-capitalised? They also suggest in one place that there 
should be some mode of outlet for sale of their ingot steel and other steel 
products. Government do not order at present sufficient rails from the 
Tatas. The Tatas., if they produce what they assured us in 1026 that 
would produce, viz.^ 500,000 tons of steel, they must find a market- It 
seems they have no market ; and. what is the use of our giving them protec- 
tion when they cannot sell their produce in the country and outside? 

Sir, I know and the Government of India in their Notification of the 30th 
December, have admitted it, and my Honourable friend. Sir George Rainy, 
told us this morning, that owing to financial difficulties, the Govemmen 
cannot give any bounty to the Tatas. I find that for 26,000 tons o 
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galvanized steel sheets which the Tatas produce, the Oovermnent will have 
to give them Bs. 9 lakhs ; and another 3 lakhs they may have to pay in con- 
nection with the other auxiliary products and galvanized tubes, etc. ; so 
for a matter of Bs. 12 lakhs Government are asking the consumers to pay 
tc the Government exchequer a crore of rupees or a little more. Sir, a 
crore of rupees is a windfall to the f’inance Member and the Government 
of India when they have to meet a deficit Budget, but I do not approve of 
this way of exploitation of the consumer. If Government want money, let 
them come to us, and let them appoint a Committee. Then let them put 
their cards on the table, and we will do our very best and advise them how 
to meet the deficit Budget. But what they propose to do is to come through 
the back door in this way in the name of protection and to collect a crore 
of rupees. Sir, in 1926 when we gave protection to galvanized sheets, 
the Tatas* production was only 10,000 tons, which is under 3 per cent. To 
give an industry protection when the production in India was 3 per cent, 
is one thing and it is quite another thing today when the production is 25,000 
tons and it comes to 10 per cent. Of course I do not object to the 10 per 
cent, getting protection, but I do not think that we should give protection 
when the consumers are very hard hit owing to the depression, and I am 
^Icad to note that my Honourable friend himself admitted it and expressed 
that view. So what is the use of burdening the consumer with a crore of 
rupees of taxation because the Tatas will get a production of 55,000 tons 
and a bounty of Bs. 25 lakhs of rupees eventually in 1934*^ Sir, if Govern- 
ment cannot give them a bounty, I could suggest another alternative. They 
could spread over that Bs. 25 lakhs by an import duty, by a permanent 
duty which will come to about, I think, Bs. 5 or 6 more on the present 
duties. That means Bs. 35 per ton, that is, the ad' valorem import duty 
would be Bs. 35 instead of Bs. 67 which the Tariff Board and the Govern- 
ment of India have advocated. 

Sir, there is another issue to which my Honourable friend alluded. 
He said the labour troubles did not give the Tatas the chance to reduce 
their cost of production. Sir, I ask, why do these labour troubles happen 
so much only with the Tata Iron and Steel Company and not in other 
places? Of course I know there such troubles dc happen in the Bombay 
jnills. But I may quote from memory a speech which my friend, Mr. 
Birla, the ProsidenI: of the Federation of Indian Merchants* Chambers, 
gave last year at their annual meeting, when I think my Honouvabie 
friend, Sir George Eainy, was present. Mr. Birla said that the time 
was coming when capitalists and employers on one side and labour on 
the other side must have cordiality of feeling towards one another. He 
said that, although he owns so many cotton mills, he never experienced 
a strike in his mills. I ask the same question. Have the Government 
taken any opportunity to inquire why all these labour troubles crop up 
at the Tata works? Here I have got a petition which the labour leader. 
Mr. Homi, has addressed to His Excellency the Viceroy in connection 
with the Tata labour troubles for which Mr. Homi has gone to jail. Well, 
I have never met Mr. Homi. I understood he was a very partisan labour 
leader and he created a lot of trouble, but from iis netition to His. 
Excellency the Viceroy I make out that the charges he has Drought against 
the Tata Iron and Steel Company are worthy of investigation by Govern- 
ment. This much also I know from friends, that there was a time when 
Mr. Homi was being pampered by the management of the Tatas as a 
labour leader. But afterwards they thought it worth while to approach 
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my own Provincial Government of Bihar and Orissa to prosecute him 
and put him into jail. Sir, I ask, why is it that the management of the 
Tata Company cannot pull on well with their workmen, while an eminent 
industriaJist like Mr. Birla can do so much for his work people? I can 
say there are dozens of other managing agents, take for instance the 
Ahmedabad millowners, who pull on well with their work people. Is it 
because they assume a super-millionaire dignity and superior airs, which 
their workmen cannot stand? Is it because there is no cordiality of feel- 
ing between the employers and the employees? Sir, on that point my 
Honourable friend seems t<^ think that his duty is finished as soon as 
protection is given, but I think he as Member for Commerce and as 
Member of the Government ought to see that there are cordiality of 
feeling and humane relations between the employer and labour. 

I will now make certain observations about a particular remark of the 
present Tariff Board. On pages 4-5 they have gone out of their way to 
review certain statements of the Government and say that the Tariff 
Board is following the intention of the Legislature. Sir, this is the first 
Eeport I have read where the Tariff Board say that they are following the 
intention of the Legislature, because sometimes the Honourable the Leader 
of the House himself and his predecessor, Sir Charles Innes, have flung the 
remark at our heads that the Tariff Board is not the final authority; that 
the final authority is the Government. Sir, I will take this opportunity 
to quote just a few lines which the Statesman of Calcutta — my Honour- 
able friend, Mr, Arthur Moore’s paper — wrote about this reverential atti- 
tude of the Government towards the Tariff Board. I took the opportunity 
to quote this in 1927. The Statesman states — a very apt quotation — and 
I quote it again: — 


“The reverence of Ministers like Sir Charles Innes for the Tariff Board is one of 
the things that it is difficult to understand. To him the pronouncements of that body 
are as the commandments that descended from Sinai. The commandments were written 
on stone and had a degree of permanence. They were not replaced on the morrow by 
a new set of injunctions”. 

Well, Sir, that was the view' of the Statesman and at that time Sir Charles 
Innes rose on the floor of the House and went on to say that the Govern- 
ment of India was the final authority over the Tariff Board. I do not 
know whether the present Tariff Board wants to play us, the Members of 
this House, against the Honourable Sir George Rainy, for it says that the 
intention of the Legislature must be followed, and for that reason they 
could not recommend a bounty to be given to the Tata Steel Works. 
Well, Sir, as I accidentally brought in the name of my old friend Sir 
Charles Innes once again to the floor of this House, I would like just 
to read one sentence in which he gave this House an idea of protection 
and fiscal autonomy, w^hich is, of course, as dead as King Charles. Ho 
said : 

“On the one hand, India aspires to Dominion status, that is to say, she aspires 
to political independence within the Empire. On the other hand she aspires to economic 
independence.” 

Sir, Sir Charles Innes said this in 1924 and since then what has passed? 
J do not want to allude to all that now. 
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Sir, my Honourable friend Sir George Hainy anticipated me when he 
gave the reply which I wanted from him in answer to the short notice* 
question, vi^., how is it the Government have not taken into account the 
its. 23 which is at present the difference between^ the estimated price 
of the Tariff Board in 1926 and the present cost price? How is it that 
in Europe and in England the prices of galvanised sheets and black sheets 
have gone down so much that there is not only a reduction owing to the 
reduction in the price of steel, but there is a reduction in the overhead 
costs and reduction in wages? How is it this has happened on the 
Continent and in the United Kingdom? Why is it it does not ^happen in 
India? Is it not a fact that the prices of foodstuffs have gone down since 
1926-27? I think wo liave already heard about the fall in ])rices from the 
Members on the Treasury Benches, and we will hear more about it w'hen 
the Budget is presented to this House. In India the prices have fallen 
so much that we are hearing that people arc clamouriiig all' over India 
stating their inability to pay full land revenue because the foodstuffs aro 
very cheap and that prices have fallen very low'. If in India also the 
prices have fallen, how is it and \vhy is it that the management of the 
Tatas cannot reduce their cost of production? Tliat is the most im- 
portant point to be considered. If the Honourable Member docs not want 
to accept riiy amendment, I do not w'ant to fight w'ith him. I do not 
want to repeat the fight which I have been carrying on year after year on 
the floor of this House; I do not want to continue the fight till 1934. I 
am not in a mood to fight, but I want to know whether the executive, 
who say they take a mandate from this House, have exercised their 
executive power, and wdiether the oxccuiive have' compelled tlie Tatas 
to reduce their cost of production by reducing their top lieavy administra- 
tion by sending away their inniimerahle, unwanted and useless American 
and European staff (Hear, hear), and also by reducing the wages of 
labour, in view of the fact that foodstuffs are selling at half the prices 
they were selling one and half years ago. That is the point which the 
Ooveriirncnt must consider, and they should not think that, because we 
have got a crore of rupees by the back door as extra revenue, we intend 
to give this little money to the Tatas and leave them to do anything they 
like with it. 

Sir, I need not add anything to what I have said already. Sir, I am 
a protectionist. But if I w\ant that protection should be adequate to an 
industry, I also vant that those who seek that protection should be 
guided by that Report which, T am sorry to say, (lovernment never gave 
effect to, that is the External Capital Committcti’s Report, where certain 
riM'ommendations w'^eve made. Although the Tata steel indusrv is at 
present an internal capital company, I apprehend, as I said btffore, that 
then* is every likelihood that its management might pass aw’ay from 
Bombay to New York. Sir, this may not come to pass. I do not know 
that. But T very much ‘apprehend this. The Tatas have never shown so 
far anv sympathy knvards the Indian intellects and Indian Industrialists or 
towards the national industries. I want that the steel industry, which is 
a key industry, should be a national industry. Knowing all these things, 
the Tatas have not yet placed the industry on a national footing. The 
capital is not Indian entirely. If the capital is not Indian, if the brains 
that control that iriianage and that operate that concern are not Indian, 
then the Tatas have miserably failed in not taking Indians in to fill high 
posts because they are obsessed with so-called American experts who aro 
controlling them and brow-beating them. (Nationalist Applause.) 
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Hr. President: I should like to know the pleasure of the House whether 
they wish to continue the debate and finish before lunch, or whether 
they desire that we should now adjourn for lunch. 


Sir Hari Singh Oour: I do not think it is likely to be finished before 
lunch. 


Mr. President: I think there are several speakers who wish to take part 
in the debate. We will therefore now adjourn for lunch till quarter to 
three. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 

Hr. L. V. Heathcote (Nominated Non-Official) : Mr. President, I wish 
to oppose both the Government Resolution and, I am sorry to say, the 
amendment also of my Honourable friend Mr. Das. If I am allowed to 
show why I oppose the Government Resolution, I shall be able to make 
myself clearer as to why I have to oppose the amendment. My main 
reasons for opposing the Resolution are three. The first is that action 
of very great moment and importance to last for the long period of 
three years is proposed by Government on the strength of what is only 
a summary Report of the Tariff Board. My second reason is that it 
appears to me that the principle of protection with discrimination is 
being largely overlooked in the action proposed in the Resolution; and 
my third reason is that the protection which Government propose to grant 
to galvanised iron sheets covers the whole genus of galvanised iron sheets 
nnd not only the species which it is the Government's desire to protect. 
Government were confronted with an appeal from Tata's for protection 
in very special circumstances. No one knows, except perhaps Govern- 
ment, how great that appeal was for protection; and in the face of the 
Tariff Board’s Report and the fact that when the Steel Protection Bill 
was first introduced, special means were devised for allowing executive 
action to be taken before the Legislature could be consulted, I do not 
think any one can object to the action that was taken by Government to 
introduce the protective duty up to the end of March of this year. We 
also I think agreed that, in the very limited time at their disposal, the 
Tariff Board could have hardly made a better and closer examination of 
the case before them. I do not criticise Government in their action, nor 
do I wish to criticise the Tariff Board's Report. But the Tariff Board 
themselves admit that in some respects, owing to the time at their dis- 
posal, it was not possible for them to examine the question in all the 
detail that a matter so large and of such importance required. The Tariff 
Board state that the Legislature will naturally expect or would like to 
be given an opportunity of showing how successful their protection has 
been to this very great indigenous industry of India; and we can see from 
the statistics of production that in the matter of galvanised iron sheets 
the production has increased during the last few years from some 8,600 
tons in 1927-28 to 18,476 tons in 1929-80. I think the House would like 
to know what the maximum production of Tata's is of galvanised iron 
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sheets. We would like to have an indication of what possible further*^ 
economy might be produced during the remaining three years of the 
operation of the Steel Protection Act. We would also have liked some 
information in regard to the cost of imported material, as to how much 
of it is basic and how much of it is liable to fluctuate owing to the com- 
petition which exists between the various manufacturers on the Continent 
and? in England; how much of the cost is made? up by freight, for instance; 
and what are the possibilities of rising freight affecting the imported cost 
of the material. These -are matters of importance, and owing to the 
limited time at the disposal of the Board, they were not able to report, 
as I think they should have reported, if it were decided that we had no 
alternative but to impose protection for the remaining three years on the 
basis of the figures which were prevalent when the Tariff Board did 
.report. 

In some other respects I also consider that the Tariff Board have made 
•certain unjustifiable conclusions. When they reported in 1926, they 
found that the fair selling price of galvanized iron sheets w^as Es. 270 
a ton. They show that there has been a drop on account of the reduction 
in price of spelter of Es. 34 a ton. Then they say: “Therefore the fair 
selling price of Indian galvanized sheets today is Es. 236“. I want to 
know where the “therefore" comes in, and this is linked up with the 
present cost of production of the materials and the possibility of further 
reductions as a result of the further economies which may be expected from 
increased production. When the Steel Protection Bill was introduced, 
I think it may be said that this Legislature acQepted the principle of 
protection with discrimination, and T do not want to say in any way that 
the' large steel industry of Tatas is not a suitable industry to protect. But 
discrimination seems to me to mean rather more than that. It must also 
apply to the manner in which the protecjtion is granted. The Tariff Board 
have assumed that, because the Legislature in 1926 accepted the principle 
of imposing an import duty to bring the cost of imported material up to 
a fair selling price, that is a principle which they have to adopt now. 
That seems to be an unjustifiable assumption. 

That brings me to the third point which is in connection with the 
different classes of galvanized iron sheets w^here also discrimination might 
have been exercised. As far as I kno\v, Tatas only manufacture sheets 
of 24 gauge thickness and upwards. Sheets of 26 and 28 gauge are used 
almost universally in Burma, where there is a large demand for sheets 
connected with the rice industry. Twenty per cent, or thereabouts of the 
imports into Calcutta are also of sheets of thinner gauge than 24, and even 
if we accept the principle of protection to the fullest possible extent and 
do not criticise it in the terms in which my Honourable friend, Mr. B. 
Das, criticised it this morning, there seems still to be no reason why an 
import duty should be placed upon all gauges. The Honourable the Com- 
merce Member gave the Government's explanation for following the recom- 
mendation of the Tariff Board in imposing an import duty instead of giving 
a bounty. He said it was mainly due to the financial position of the 
country". We can all realise how difficult matters will be for the Finance 
Member during the coming year, and had the Government proposed to 
impose this duty as a revenue duty, with the added advantage of it being 
a protective duty, little might possibly have been said, and so I must 
oppose this Eesolution mainly on the ground that it is imposing a burden 
on the consumer which is immense, as my Honourable friend Mr. Das 
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said, a crore of rupees additional duty for the sake of protecting an 
industry, the total value of whose production at present in galvanized iron 
sheets does not exceed some 44 to 45 lakhs, a duty of double the value of 
the total industry, and I would like to urge the Government to withdraw 
this Eesolution and to introduce it in a different form, to ask the Legisla- 
ture to give them sanction to pay a bounty the money to pay which they 
will secure from a much smaller import duty than they at present propose, 
that bounty to fall should the import duty in the Budget exceed the 
protective import duty proposed immediately by Government. My 
Ilonoiirable friend Mr. Dm suggested that a five rupee import duty would 
bt sutHcient to procure the money required to pay the whole bounty 
necessary to ])rotect the Tata’s production. While that might be ihe case, 
we loolc tr. Tatas to increase their ])roduction very considerably. It should 
not be difficult for the Government to ascertain what is the maximum level 
of production likely to be arrived at by Taf>as during the course of the 
next three years. 

Mr. B. Das: on, 000 tons. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I must say that I do not accept that 
figure. 

Mr. L. V. Heathcote: i would say 40 as the outside figure, but that 
is a matter of comparatively easy inquiry. 1 should say, without knowing 
ijiucii about the steel industry, that if wo take tiio figure 40,000 tons m the 
iiiaxiiiium and look to that produclion being reached before the Steel Pro- 
tection Jliil expires, 1 reekuii that, allowing for the increase in the production 
of Tatas suiiplanting a similar quality of imported material, an eight 
rupee duty would bo adequate to provide the revenue. If, when the Budget 
comes in next month, the hinance Membei wishes to procure the further 
revenue of some 80 lakhs of rupees or thereabouts, that proposal can come 
to the House as an ordinary item in the Budget and it will be considered 
on its merits. The argument which the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber put forward as a justification for the imposition of the whole duty as a 
protective measure, merely that there has been such a fall in the price of 
galvanized iron material, that it will be no hardship to the consumer to 
pay the higher duty, will be an argument which can be usefully put forward 
by the Honourable the Finance Member when he imposes the tax as a 
reveimo tax. It would follow that where the Budget imposes a tax Jiiglier 
than the initial protective duty, the bounty would be correspondingly re- 
duced. and this brings me to the reasons for my inability to accept the 
amendment proposed by my Honourable friend, Mr. Das. Apart from the 
difficulties of examining Tatas’ books on each occasion, the House would 
be confronted each year witli the necessity for imposing this burden of a crore 
of rupees or more on the consumer for the sake of this comparatively petty 
branch of Tata’s business, and it would have no alterniativo but to turn it 
down i)r to accept it. If, on the other hand, the Government could introduce 
a smaller duty to pay for the bounty, that would stand until the Protection 
Bill expires and taxation for revenue purposes can be imposed on the merits 
of the case each year as each year comes along. For those reasons I would 
suggest that it might be possible for the House to pursuade the Honourable 
the Commerce Member to put forward his Resolution in another manner 
asking for the House’s permission to grant a bounty necessary to proteolr 
Tatas’ production in full. (Applause.) 
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Mr. B. K, Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum. North 
Arcot : Non-Muihammadan Rural) : Sir, before I begin my observations on 
the motion of my Honourable friend, T would like to congratulate the 
Honourable Member for the very excellent and well-reasoned maiden 
speech he has just delivered. My Honourable friend, I understand, comes 
from Burma ... 

Mr. L. V. Heathcote: 1 come from Bengal; I represent the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce. * 

Mr, R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: I was mistaken then; because if he 
came from Burma, wij could well understand his opposition to any kind of 
protection to the iroji and steel industry. (Laughter.) Sir, whatever might 
he the effect of tlie imi^osition of import duties on iron and steel material in 
some ])arts of India and Burma, this House has recognised that the iron 
and steel industry of India is a national indiistrv, and as such ought to be 
amply protected by this House'. Tii the Stool Protection Bill of 1924, and 
suhsequently in the Bill of 1927, this House, in spite of its differences of 
opinion with the Oovernnu'ut on the methods, co-operated with the Govern- 
ment in granting adequate' protoclioii to the iron and steel industry of India. 
The present position is this: tliat tlie iron and steel industry now find that 
the measure of protection granted under tlu' Act of 1927 is inadequate, and 
for this reason the Tata Coni]>any have come forward before Government 
with the request that additional prot(x*tion should he granted. Tlie Resolu- 
tion of Illy Honourahlc friend deals with only part of the iron and steel 
industry ; that is, relating to galvanised sheets. The Tariff Board, after 
M careful e.\aniiiiatioii and analysis of the cost of production of tluj Tata 
(Jompaiiy, have come to the conclusion lliat Ihe fair selling price for the 
lic.-me manufacturer for fralvnnised sheets must bc: Rs. 28t) per ton. I am 
f)i*epared to accept that figure of the Tariff Jloard because this House must, 
idler all, accept the opinion of an cxpe.rt body like the Tariff Board on a 
j'oint like this. Tlie Tariff Board has further found that the landed price 
of imported galvanised material is Bs. 169 per ton, and this means that 
the home manufacturer mu.st get Rs. 67 more I'cr ton lo enable him to 
eompete with the foreign manufacturer. Tlu' Act of 1027 has imposed 
a duty of Rs. 80 per ton on imported galvanised material ; so at the present 
selling price of foreign im]iorted galvanised sheets, the Tiata Company find 
that they arc at a disadvantage to the extent of Rs. 37 per ton, and therefore 
the Tariff Board have made a reconunendi-tion to the Govi'rnment tliat an 
additional duty of Rs. 37 per ton must be imposed on im])orted galvanised 
inat('rial ; and my Honourable friend the Cominerce Memhei now seeks 
the' sanction of this House for the imposition of tliis additional duly of 
Rs. 37 per ton. The Act of 1927 rcalisv^d that, though it imposed a duty 
of Rs. 30 a ton on imported galvanised material, situations might arise in 
which the price of tlue imported commodities miglit fall still further, thereby 
handicapping Tatas, and to meet this emergency they empowered the 
executive to iiTi])ose additional duties if circumstances so demanded. In 
virtue of the power conferred on the executive by this provision of the Act 
of 1927, the Government of India have already imposed a duty of Rs. 37 
peT* ton on imported galvanised material, with effect from the 

3 p.M. December, 1930, and my Honourable friend the Commerce 

Member now seeks the sanction of the Legislature for' the continuance of 
this duty to 31st March, 1934. That, Sir, ig the position that is now 
before us and that this House is asked to consider. 
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As far as the question whether the Tata Company require this additional 
assistance of Bs. 37 per ton on galvanised material is concerned, I do not 
think there will be any difference of opinion at least on this side of the 
House. The only point which we have to examine is whether the proposal 
which has been m^e to render this assistance to Tatas is consistent with 
that policy of discriminating protection to which this House and the Gov- 
ernment of India are committed. Let us now understand what exactly is 
the position of this home industry. The Tariff Board have found that the 
present production of the Tata Company in galvanised material comes to 
25,000 tons per annum, whereas the import of galvanised material comes 
to between 275,000 and 325,000 tons per annum. To give protection to 
the home industry, constituting 25,000 tons, the Honourable the Commerce 
Members seeks the sanction of the House to impose a duty of Bs. 37 per 
ton on about 300,000 tons of imported materia), and it is for this House 
to examine whether the proposal of the Honourable the Commerce Member 
is reasonable and consistent with the policy to which we are committed. 
When one is confronted with the figures of home production and the im- 
ported material that I have just given, one would naturally be tempted 
to suggest that when the home production constitutes such a small fraction 
of the total quantity consumed in the country, the proper method of pro- 
tecting the home industry would be in the form of a bounty to the home 
manufacturer. (‘‘Hear, bear” from the European Benches.) The Tariff 
Board unfortunately did not devote sufficient attention to this aspect of 
the question, and here I entirely endorse the remarks of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Heathcote. I think the Tariff Board was not justified in 
assuming that the Legislature was committed to a policy of protective 
duties in preference to bounties, and therefore that they were precluded 
from examining this question of the grant of bounties. The terms of 
reference of the Government of India, which were given to the Tariff 
Board, amply make it clear that the Board was asked to examine the 
various methods of granting protection, whether by means of import duties 
or by means of bounties, and it is very regrettable that the Tariff Board, 
for the members of which I have the greatest admiration and respect and 
whose opinions I always value, should have ignored this aspect of the 
question and should have taken it for granted that the Legislature was 
committed to a particular course of action and that they were precluded 
from going into the detailed examination of alternative methods which 
would yield the same results. 

One other reason that the Tariff Board urge for the grant of a protective 
duty instead of a bounty is the question of urgency. They say that if a 
bounty is to be granted, the executive must naturally get the sanction of 
the Legislature, and that means that they will have to wait for another 
three or four months, and the Tata Company can not afford to wait all 
this period. But, Sir, what is it that has actually happened? The Beport 
of the Tariff Board was signed on the 17th October, 1930, and the Govern- 
ment of India have exercised their power of imposing this additional duty 
with effect from the 30th December, 1930. If the Government of India 
thought fit to bring before this House a Besolulion for the grant of a 
bounty, is it not possible that the Tata Company could get this bounty at 
least from the 30th January, 1931? I ask my Honourable friend the Com- 
merce Member to consider whether he would attach any great value to that 
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part of the Tariff Board's recommeDdation in which, on the ground of 
urgency alone, they recommend protective duties in preference to bounties. 

The Tariff Board give another reason why protective duties are recom- 
mended by them. They say that, if the industry is to be protected by 
means of a bounty, it means that the executive must come before the 
House annually for a vote. I quite concede the force of that argument. 
The necessary corollary of the grant of a bounty is that the Government 
of India must come for an annual vote to meet the expenses connected 
with the bounty, but that argument, I submit, is not insurmountable. It 
might be that technically an annual vote is necessary in this House for the 
grant of a bounty. But I would submit, Sir, that if this House agrees in 
principle that it is necessary to grant this bounty for a period of four years, 
it would be possible to commit this Legislature by means of a Besolution 
for the grant of a bounty for that period of four years and technically come 
before the House for an annual vote. That, therefore, is not an insur- 
mountable argument either. 

The last argument of the Tariff Board is that the burden on the con- 
sumer is not very excessive. WeU, Sir, I am afraid this is the weakest 
part of the argument of the Tariff Board. They say that in 1927 the 
Legislature recognised that Rs. 270 per ton was a fair price that the con- 
sumer might he asked to pay, but today the consumer is asked to pay 
Bs. 236 and therefore the consumer is not seriously affected. That argu- 
ment cannot carry much weight in this House. If, as a result of the fall 
in the prices of commodities in the world, the Indian consumer can get 
certain articles cheaper, there is no reason why, either by executive action 
or by the action of this Legislature, the Indian consumer should be deprived 
of the benefit of a fall in prices. That argument of the Tariff Board is, 
therefore, the weakest part of the whole case. 

My Honourable friend the Commerce Member says, “Ah, yes, but the 
financial position of the country precludes all possibility of granting the 
bounty.” Sir, let there be no misunderstanding. 1 am entirely at one 
with my Honourable friend over there, and I am also entirely at one with 
the findings of the Tariff Board that the Tata Iron and Steel Company 
must be given protection to the extent of Bs. 37 per ton on the galvanised 
materials produced by them. Very well. Rs. 37 per ton on 25,000 tons 
comes to Bs. 9,25,000. My friend says that, in the present financial 
stringency of the country, it is impossible to find Bs. 9,25,000 for this 
bounty. But I ask him, is not the way easy and clear? Impose just 
that amount of duty on the imported galvanised material as will give 
you this lakhs of rupees to be given as bounty. Instead of fcdlowing 
that course, what is ’it that my Honourable friend wants to do? He 
wants to impose a duty of Rs. 37 per ton on 300,000 tons of imported 
galvanised material, and what is the practical and ultimate result of this? 
.My friend, the Commerce Member, has foreshadowed the Budget posi- 
tion of the country and has come forward with the first Bill of taxation 
for the coming Budget. The proposal of my friend means that the Gov- 
ernment of India just to give assistance to the extent of 9^ lakhs of 
rupees to the Tata Iron and Steel Company, propose to levy taxation 
to the extent of li crores of rupees, and that for three years. I consider 
the Resolution of my Honourable friend today as the first measure of 
taxation for the coming financial year, tic might certainly be congra- 
tulated by my friend the Finance Member for enabling him to find an 
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additional Es. IJ crorcs in tlie dilEculties with which my friend the 
finance Member will be faced in the years to come. But surely, Sir, 
this House cannot accept, without protest, the implications underlying 
this proposition of the Honourable the Commerce Member. But my 
friends might ask, and some of them have asked already, what exactly 
should we do on this Eesolution? Well, that is a more difficult question 
to answer. We know from past experience tliat, whatever might be 
the protest on this side of the House against the methods adopted by 
the executive in granting protection to the Home manufacturers, we 
are ollen told, “Either take it or leave it.” I do not know whether that 
is the 2 ^‘^sition of tlie Honourable the Coiniiicrce Member today. Sir, 
we on this side of the House will not be parties to any action that will 
deprive the iron and steel industry of India of the protection which an 
expert body like tlie Tariff Board found that tlie industry needs. At the 
same time, it is very hard to ask this House by tliis indirect means. — 
I was almost going to say insidious means, — of raising additional taxation 
to the extent of 11 crores. 1 would ask my friend the Corninerce Member 
to reconsider if possible the dilemma in which he has placed us. It is 
unfair to this House, it is unfair to the iron and steel industry of India, 
to place this House in a dilemma. Surely my Honourable friend the 
Commoroc i\rcmbor must recognise that it is not at all fair to ask this 
House to sanction additional taxation lo the extent of Es. 1 \ crores to 
enable them to find Es. lakhs for giving a bounty. It is very unfortu- 
nate and unfair that my friend the Commerce Meriiber sliould have placed 
this House in this dilemma, and T sincerely hope and trust that my 
friend opposite, in the liglit of what T have said, will undertake to with 
draw this Eesolution, reconsider the whole position, and agree to impose 
on imported galvanised material just that amount of additional duty as 
will enable him to find the money for giving assistance to the Tata Iron 
and Steel Company. 

*Mr. N. R. Gunjal (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Eural): I rise to support this amendment of Mr. B. Das. The original 
Eesolution of the Honourable Sir George Eainy, I observe, is that the 
increased import duties on galvanised iron and steel pipes and sheets for 
the period 30tli December 1980 to 81st March 1981 should be continued 
for the remainder of the period of protection, ?.e., up to the 31st March 
19e84, and that duties should not he reduced at any time' before, that d«nte 
Mr. B. Das’ amendment is: “That for the words ‘up to the 31st March, 
1984’, the words ‘tlie vear ending 81st March, 1982’ be substituted.” This 
amendment, in my opinion, is worth considering. 

In this connection, several speeches have been m.ade in this House 
already. In those speeches, reference was made to the Tariff Board’s 
Eeport and the evidence contained therein. The recommendations of the 
Tariff Board arc worthy of consideration. Mr. Das is at least fair in 
stating that every effort should be made to make the industry self-support- 
ing before consumers should be asked to bear the burden of additional 
protection demanded. He moved an amendment to make an annual deci- 
sion instead of signing away bis liberty for three years. 

* The Honourable Member spoke in Marathi. 
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I request Sir George Rainy to accept the amendment of Mr. Das and 
not to insist upon the Members of this House supporting the Resolution 
as it stands. I think, no good impression has been produced upon this 
House by his long speech. In case the Honourable Sir George Rainy 
does not amend his Resolution in the light of the amendment of Mr. 
Das, I request that all elected Members of this House should stand apart 
unanimously to give a defeat to the opposition, on the ground that the 
continuance of duties should be granted till next year. This is the fair 
method of relief to Tata’s Industry, and I fully support Mr. Das’ amend- . 
ment. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to oppose this amendment, • and in doing 
so, I shall confine my remarks to the only points which arc relevant for 
the discussion of the matter before the House. As I read the amendment 
of Mr. B. Djis — and as far as I can see, the general sense of this House 
is in favour of the protection being granted, there is no question about 
that — as I read the portion of the amendment proposed by Mr. Das, he 
says that for the year ending the 31st March, 1932, the protection may 
be granted. The proposition of the Honourable the Commerce Member 
is that the protection be granted for three years, and as far as I can 
understand the amendment, it agrees to the protection for one year. 
So, there is only a difference of two years, and even as regards these 
two years, it is not that my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, is uncondition- 
ally opposed to the protection. He says, by all means give protection, 
but only under two conditions. Come to the Legislature every year for 
the vote and satisfy us that there has been a ‘'genuine effort made by 
manufacturers to reduce their cost of production and increase their output 
during the previous year’’. 

Now, in regard to coming to the Assembly every year, in addition to 
the objections that have been formulated by the Tariff Board, there is 
one little difficulty. Supposing the Honourable the Commerce Member 
comes before this Assembly and asks for this protection, there must be 
some materials, and those materials must be collected by some expert 
body like the Tariff Board. The materials have been collected, they 
are there before you; and if circumstances so change that it would not 
be desirable to continue the protection, the Government Resolution pro- 
vides for it by adding -a clause that the duties can be reduced if the 
Government are satisfied “that circumstances have changed so radically 
as to render the maintenance of the duties at the increased rates clearly 
unnecessary and undesirable'’. Now, I should have thought that if 
circumstances so altered that you ought not in reason continue these 
duties, there was enough provision in the Resolution itself to take steps 
to get the material upon which you could come to a conclusion. What, 
then, I respectfully ask, is the necessity to come before this Assembly? 
Don’t mistake me. I do consider that every important measure that 
the Government takes must be sanctioned by this Assembly. But this 
ease stands on a peculiar footing. The Assembly, as my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Shanmukham Chetty, who took a leading part in the dis- 
cussions of 1927, assured us, will insist upon giving this industry, which 
is a national industry, as much protection as may be necessary in order 
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to bring it to a working level. That being so, and there being enough 
provision in the Government Kesolution itself for finding out whether the 
protection should be continued for the remaining two years and whether 
materials for that exist or not, 1 respectfully ask why they should come 
to the Assembly and face the difficulties that the Tariff Board have 
enumerated And in regard to the other condition, which I suppose is 
in one sense a part and parcel of the first condition, namely, satisfaction 
about the cost of production as well as increase in output, the statements 
contained in paragraphs 21 to 24 of the Tariff’ Board’s Keport fully refute 
and answer the position taken up by Mr. Das. They have shown in 
regard to increase in output, how the Tatas have not been able to get 
rid of it in consequence of the difficulty of their not having got orders from 
the Jiaiiway Department. Sir, if that Hepovt is carefully studied, it 
is clear that, so far as the Tata Company is concerned, they have tried 
their very best to come up to the expectations of the Tariff Board, raised 
in the year 1926, upon the faith of which the Act of 1927 was passed. 

iSo that, to sum up, the position is this. VVe are agreed upon the grant 
of protection — and I am only taking up the terms of the amendment — 
we are agreed upon the protection for one year; and as for the other two 
years, what you want to do is, in the first place, a matter of super- 
erogation, and in the next place, you have got already materials before 
you. Those being the circumstances in which the amendment is moved, 
I would respectfully point out that there is absolutely no point in agreeing 
to this amendment, but that the House should straightaway agree to the 
Resolution moved by the Honourable the Commerce Member. 

Before 1 resume my seat, as this is the first time that l .have had the 
honour of addressing this august Assembly, T thank the Honourable 
Members for the courtesy with which they have listened to me. 

*Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Representative) : Sir, today I find that the 
office of the Commerce Member and that of the Plnance Member have 
been combined in one. The Honourable the Commerce Member has 
brought forward a Resolution by which ho is not only giving protection 
to the Tatas, but, as observed by my Honourable friend Mr. Chetty, intro- 
ducing a measure of taxation. I wonder whether it is a protection to the 
Tatas, or whether it is a protection to the Government. I was waiting 
to see how this subject was coming up before the Assembly, and it seems 
only natural that the members of the steel frame should have a natural 
syinpathy for the steel industry. (Laughter.) On the other hand, I 
find from the observations and remarks made by some of the previous 
speakers that there seems to be an unholy alliance between the Tatas and 
the Government. The Tatas wanted protection for their industry. The 
Government, on the contrary, said, “You apply for protection; we will 
give you some protection; and we will take the rest for ourselves**. That 
seems to me to be the position. 

As regards the observations made by my Honourable friend Mr. Das, 
what this House has got to see is whether this is really a national industry* 
and, if so, and if it requires protection, whether it deserves it, and thirdly, 

•Speech not revised by the Honourable Member. 
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the lines on which it must be given. It is our duty to see that the pro- 
tection given is used and not abused. The industry must, not only in 
name, but in substance also, be national, and it must deserve the protec- 
tion and the sympathy of this House. With these remarks, I entirely 
support the amendment of my Honourable friend Mf. Das and suggest 
that the House should reject the Eesoiution of the Honourable the Com- 
roercc Member. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I have listened with great in- 
terest to the debate which, we have had, and I should like to join with my 
Honourable friend Mr. Chetty in congratulating my Honourable friend Mr. 
Heathcote on his admirable maiden speech. I listened with special inter- 
est to what he and Mr. Chetty said as regards the precise proposal which 
the Government of India have placed before the House, basing it on the 
recommendations made to them by the Tariff Board. I do not know 
that I need take up a great deal of the time of the House in discussing 
what has been said, but there are two or three points on which I should 
like to say something. My Honourable friend Mr. Heathcote suggested 
that the Tariff Board ought properly to have gone more fully into the ques- 
tion of costs than they actually did. Now, from my experience of two 
supplementary inquiries by the Tariff Board in regard to the protection of 
the steel industry, I am quite certain that in both cases it would not have 
been possible to make any sort of detailed investigation into costs. These- 
supplementary inquiries have to be conducted under great pressure of 
time. The whole object of vesting special powers in the Government of • 
India is precisely this, that the time available is very short and therefore 
only the most relevant factors can be fully taken' into account. I do 
not think that it would in any way be possible for the Tariff Board to 
examine the question more fully. 

Then, Sir, there is another point. I think it was in the speech of Mr. 
C-lictty. It was on the question of the relative speed with which you 
could introduce* a system of bounties as compared with the speed at which 
you could impose an additional duty. I agree with him to this extent, 
(hat in 1924 the thing was actually done. W.hat happened then was that 
in the supplementary steel inquiry, the Tariff Board recommended sub- 
stantial increases in the duties, but the Government of India preferred to 
proceed by way of bounty. What they did was to publish a Resolution 
announcing their intention of placing proposals before the Legislature, 
they then put in operation the necessary administrative machinery to 
record the output of ingot steel and they obtained the approval of the 
Legislature, with retrospective effect in the following session. But there 
is this difference. There was no great difficulty in recording the output 
of ingot steel for the ipurpose of paying a bounty on it. But when every 
consignment of galvanised sheet has to be recorded as it is manufactured, it 
is a somewhat more complicated business, and undoubtedly before such a 
system could be introduced we should have to make somewhat detailed in- 
ouiries I do not say the thing is impossible, but I cannot say how much 
it would cost and some time would necessarily elapse before the neces- 
sary inquiries could be completed. That brings me to aether point. I 
have been declared entitled to the congratulations of my Honourable coh 
league who sits beside me on having imposed, or attempted to impose, the 
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first taxation measure of the session. I have made no secret of the con- 
sjderations which weighed with Government. In my speech I made it 
• clear that financial considerations had great weignt with the Government 
of India in arriving *at their decision. At the same time 1 have been much 
impressed by what has been said in this House by several speakers about 
their desire to see that the protection which an industry needs should be 
given in the manner which imposes the smallest possible burden on the 
consumer. Considerations of that kind, especially when advanced from 
non-oihcial Benches, will, 1 hope, always have great weight with the Gov- 
ernment of the day, however that Government may be constituted. What 
I am prepared to do is this, if it will in any way meet the wishes of my 
Honourable friends. I am prepared to agree to amend my Resolution, so 
that instead of reading that protection “be continued for the remainder 
of the period of protection covered by the Steel Industry (Protection) 
Act**, etc., it may read “continued up to the 31st March, 1932, and that 
before that date Government should make inquiries in order to ascertain 
whether a system of bounties m^ht not be substituted wholly or in part 
for the increased duty**. Both from the administrative point of view 
•and from the financial point of view, the position, we may hope, will be 
a good deal easier next year than it is now. If that would meet the 
wishes of my Honourable friends I should be quite prepared to accept an 
amendment on those lines. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: With your permission, Sir, I should 
* like to congratulate my Honourable friend the Commerce Member on the 
way in which he has accommodated the opinion of non-official Members 
on this side of the House. I am glad that ho hag not made any secret 
of the fact that his Resolution sought to impose an additional tax to the 
extent of about IJ to IJ crores, extending over a period of over three 
years. I made it perfectly plain in my speech that we on this side of 
the House recognise the need for protection, and to achieve this end, wc 
are prepared to accept the amended motion of my Honourable friend the 
Commerce Member. 

Mr. B. Das: In view of the amended Resolution, T beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: I will now ask the leave of the House to amend the 
original Resolution in the manner the Leader of the House desires. 

Sir Ziancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) ; I suggest 
that an amendment be moved by some Member of the House, and though 
I do not profess to be an expert in this matter, I should be glad to move 
the amendment myself, if it is going to produce concord in this House. 

Mr. President: At this stage it would be better if the Honourable Mem- 
;ber asks the leave of the House to amend his Resolution. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I will certainly adopt the suggestion. 

Mr, President: When the Honourable the Mover is replying/ it is hardly 
possible to introduce a new amendment. I think the best procedure would 
be that, with the consent of the House, the original motion should bo 
.amended at the request of the Mover. 
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The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Then, with your permission, I would 
fonnally ask the leave of the House to amend my liesolution, so that all 
the words after “continued’’ bo omitted and that the following words be 
substituted : 

"’jp to the 31st March, 1932, and that before that date Government should make 
inquiries in order to ascertain whether a system of bounties might not be substituted 
wholly or in part for the increased duty.” 

Mr. President: 1 desire to ascertain the plcasunj of the House as to 
whether they will allow the Honourable the Mover to amend his motion in 
the following manner; that is, omit the words in iinr 5 front the word “for” 
to the word “undesirable”, and substitute for them the w'ords, “up to the 
31st Alarch, 1932, and that before that date (Tovernnient should make 
inquiries in order to ascertain whetlicr t\ system of bounties might not be 
substituted wholly or in part for the increased duty”. The motion, as 
amended, will then read as follows: 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the increased 
import duties imposed by Notification No. 260-T. (127) -Tariffs, dated the 30lh Decem- 
ber, 1930, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3(.^) of the Indian Tariff Act, 
1894, on galvanized iron and steel pipes and sheets for the period 30th December, 
1930 to 31st March, 1931, be continued up to the. Slat March,^ and that before 

that date Government should make inquhieft in order to aseertnin whether a surtem 
of bounties might not he substituted wholly or in part for the, increased duty.'* 

Ts it your pleasure to allow tlie Honourable the Mover to timend his 
Resolution accordingly ? 

The Resolution was, b\ leave of the Assembly, amended 

Mr. President: I have now to put to the House the following Resolu- 
tion : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the increased 
import duties imposed by Notification No. 260-T. (127) -Tariffs, dated the 30th Decem- 
ber, 1930, in exercise of the powers conferred by seciion 3(.^) of the Indian Tariff Act, 
1894, on galvanized iron and steel pipes and sheets for the period 30th December, 
J930 to 31st March, 1931, be continued up to the 31st March, 1932, and that lipfore 
that date Government should make inquiries in order to ascertain whether as system of 
bounties might not be substituted wholly or in part for the increased duty.” 

The question is that that Resolution be adopted. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the ('lock on Thursday, the 
29th January, 1931. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of Uie Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Pay and Conditions of Service of Extra Departmental Agents of 

THE Post Office. 

162. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government bo pleased to state 
the number of E. D. As. employed in post offices? 

(6) What is the scale of their pay? 

(c) Is it a fact that E. D. As. before tHeir appointment are required 
to give a declaration that they have got other sources of income? 

(d) What is the average hours of duties of E. D. As.? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to submit Duty Lists of the following 
E. D. Offices: 

Munshirhat, Goalmari, Fakirtola Eoad, Fareshganj, Belonia, 
Amjadhat (Tipperah Division, Bengal)? 

(fj Is it a fact that nothing is paid to the E. D. As. for contingency and 
for sweeping? 

(g) Is it a fact that no chair is supplied to them? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Post Offices, Tipperah Divi- 
sion, in his inspection report dated the 24th May,, 1930, remarked that the 
E. D. As. should not ask for a chair and they are. supposed to have their 
own chairs? 

(i) Is it a fact that they do not get any leave like clerks, postmen, etc. ? 
Arc they required to make their own arrangements for the conduct of 
tlio Government work in case they want any leave? 

(y) Are Government prepared to increase the pay of these men and 
make some arrangement to give them leave at least for a few days in a 
year? 

Mr. H. A. Sams ; (a) The number of Extra Departmental Postmasters 
employed in Post Offices is 16,446. 

(h) As explained in the reply to part (a) to the Honourable Member’s 
unstarred question No. 311 on the 7th March, 1928, Extra Departmental 
Postmasters do not receive regular pay but are given certain allowances 
which vary from Es. 6 to Es. 30. 

(c) Yes. Persons having no independent means of subsistence are not 
employed as Extra Departmental Postmasters. 

( 375 ) 
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(d) The hours of duty vary according to local conditions and the classei 
of postal business done in an extra departmental oflioe. 

(e) The information is not readily availahle and Govocnment do no 
consider that the expenditure of time and labour involv^ m obtami^ n 
from the local officers could be justified by the pubhc interests to bi 

gerved. 

(f) The Honourable Member s attention is invited to the reply to par 
(d) of his unstarred question No. 81 1 on the 7th March, 1928. 

(g) A stool, iiot a chair, is ordinarily supplied to a Branch office wbethei 
departmental or extra-departmental. 

(h) Government have no information nor do they propose to call for i 
in view of reply to (g) above. 

(i) The answer to both parts of the question is in the affirmative. Ii 
this connection the Honourable Member’s attention is invited to part (c) o 
the reply given to his unstarred question No. 311 on the 7th March, 1928 
and also to part (h) of the reply given to his subsequent starred questioi 
No. 1065 on the 15th March, 1929. 


(/) The Honourable Member s attention is invited to parts (c) and (^j 
of the replv given to his starred question No. 1006 on the 11th March, 
1929. Government do not propose to alter the conditions of employmeni 
of Extra Departmental Postmasters. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: So far as clause (6) is concerned, will the Honour- 
able Member please inform the House what is the principle on which he 
fixes the pay of individual agents as it varies from Ks. 6 to Es. 30? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: Sir, at present there is no definite principle. The pa^/ 
in each case is fixed on the recommendation of the Head of the Circle 
having regard to the work done by the Extra Departmental Agents. 1 
may however add that wc are trying to devise a principle on a point 
system giving points for certain classes of work. 


Civil Departments’ Share of Sale of Unified Postage Stamps. 

163. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: («) Will Government be pleased to intimatn 
on what basis the (fivil Departments’ share of the sale of unified postage 
stamps is calculated? 

(b) Is it a fact that Bs. 19 lakhs was paid in the year 1920? 

(c) Is it ?x fact that the Accountant-General. Posts and Telegraphs, in 
his report on the Appropriation Accounts made strong comments over thifl 
matter? 

(rZ) Will Government bo pleased to slate what action has since been 
taken on that comment of the Accountant-General? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The Civil Departments’ sliarc 
of the sale proceeds of unified stamps is calculated with reference to — 

(1) the growth in stamp revenue since 1906, when postage stamps 

were first inscribed for revenue purposes, and 

(2) the increases subsequently made in the rates of duty on certain 

documents on which unified stamps should be used. 


(6) Yes. 
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(c) The Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, called attention to 
the difference made by the abolition of the stamp duty on cheques and 
bills payable on demand, and suggested that some revision of the share of 
revenue paid to the Provincial (lovernments might be justifiable. 

(d) The question formed the subject of correspondence with Local Gov- 
ernments and their replies are under consideration. It is expected that 
the Committee which is shortly to undertake the examination of Postal 
Accounts will deal with this matter. 

Prosecution op Babu Brojo K. Shaw, a Postal Clerk. 

164. *Mp. S. 0. Mitra: {a) Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the article published in the December., 1930, ispue of Labour 
under the caption “Harassing prosecution and trial”? 

(b) Is it a fact that Babu Brojo K. Shaw was arrested by the police 
on a charge of breach of trust and misappropriation of an insured letter? 

(c) Is it a fact that the clerk was honourably acquitted by the High 
Court? 

{d) Is it a fact that the matter was not investigated either by the 
Presidency Postmaster or the Superintendent before the fact was reported 
to the police? 

(e) Have Government considered the question of instituting an inquiry 
as tf why the official was put to so much trouble and without sufficient 
investigation ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state what amount, if any, they 
intend to pay to Babu Brojo Kishore Shaw to compensate him for the 
expenses which were incurred by him to defend him in the trial? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Government have seen the article in question. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) , (d), (e) and (/). I see from a copy of Labour of December, 1930, 
that the Chief Presidency Magistrate committed the accused to the Court 
of Sessions, which would seem to show that in his opinion there was at 
least a prima facie case for the prosecution. 

Subsidy paid to Imperial Airways for carrying Mails between 
India and England. 

166. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what subsidy is paid annually to the Imperial Airways Company for carry- 
ing Post Office mails between India and England and for State air maii? 

([)) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the actual income for air mails for the period? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to the reply given to the starred question of Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh on the 4th September, 1929, from which it will appear that the 
Government of India have no concern with the subsidy payable to the 
Indian Airways Limited, for working the India-England Air Mail Service. 
The Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, like other postal adminis- 
trations, pays the British Post Office for the use of the service. The 
general principles on which these charges are payable are laid down in the 
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International He^lations of the Uniyersal Postal Union, to which this 
country has subscribed. The air conveyance charges are the same for all 
administrations and vary with the distance over which correspondence is 
csuried by air, and each administration is responsible for the charges on 
mails despatched by it. 

The Indian State Air Service between Karachi and Delhi is operated 
with aircraft chartered from Imperial Airways, Limited, at an annual cost 
of approximately Ks. lakhs. No subsidy is paid. 

(b) A statement showing the estimated receipts and expenditure for 
the two air services is placed on the table of the House. 


Statement referred to in part (6) of Mr. J. A. ShilUdy'ejrcply to etarred question No. 16S. 

1930-31. 

Ra. 

Beceipte — 

Air Mail fees from Karachi-Croydon air mail service 


(external air mail service) 5,60,000 

Air Mail fees from Karachi-Delhi air mail service (internal 

air mail service) .... ... 9,000 

Conveyance chartsea recovered from foreign administra- 
tions in respect of letters, etc., from abroad conveyed 
by the internal air service at Rs. 4-4-0 per lb. . . 15,000 

5,84,000 

Fees from passengers and freight' (* April to' October 1930, 

Rs. 8,600) . . . . . ‘ . . . 16,000* 

Total . 6,99,000 


Expenditure 

Conveyance charges paid to the British Post Office in 
respect of air mail letters conveyed from Karachi by 
tho Croydon-Karachi air mail servico at Rs. 9-6-4 


per lb 3,48,000 

Tn(?idental expenses incurred by the P. and T. Depart- 
ment in respect of the external air mail service . 65,000 

Incidental expenses incurred by tho P. and T. Depart- 
ment in re8y)ect of the internal air mail service . . 10,000 

Cost of charter of Imperial Airways .... 4,66,000 

Refund of customs duties to be paid by tho Imperial 

Airways Limited on aeroplanes and spares . . 6,000 

Comniercial management of the Karachi-Delhi air 

service ....... , . 17,000 

Landing and housing charges in connection with tho use 

of Jodhpur landing grounds ..... 1,600 

Total . 9,12,600 


Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: May I know if there is any proposal to give 
the Imperial Airways Company the contract to carry air mails on the main- 
land of India? 

Hr. 3 . A. ShiUidy: Not that I am aware of. 
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Transtbbs in the Postal Defabtment. 

166. ^Hr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Assistant Postmasterer 
General, Superintendents of Post Offices. E. M. S. Inspectors of Post 
Offices are transferred from one place to another at the interval of three 
years and Head Clerks, Managers, Stock Depot of Circle Offices are irans- 
f erred from one section to another at an interval of three years? 

(b) If the reply of (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state as to why on the same analogy Office Superintendents of Post- 
masters-Generars offices and Managers of Dead Letter Offices are not 
transferred in the same way? 

Mr. J. A, Shillidy: (a) Yes, except in the case of the Assistant Post- 
niasters-Oeneral whose tenure of charge is ordinarily five years at a 
stretch. 

(b) No analogy exists between tlie posts mentioned in (a) and those 
mentioned in (b) and Government do not consider there is any reason for. 
the introduction of such a rule. 


Retrenchment in the Office of the Postmaster General, Bengal 

AND Assam Circle. 

167. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that about 20 clerks of the 
office of the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam Circle, have been 
transferred to the Calcutta General Post Office and other Post Offices as a 
result of retrenchment in that; office? 

(b) Will Government please state whether retrenchment has also been 
made to other circle offices also? 

(c) If the reply to fa) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state why the senior officials have been transferred in this way and juniors 
have been retained? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No question of seniority is involved. Those least qualified t(^ work 
in the Circle office have been transferred. 

Rent of Post Office Buildings in Calcutta. 

168. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that the rent of 
big houses in Calcutta has been reduced by 25 per cent.? 

(b) Is it a fact that tlie rent of the Dharamtala post office building is 
going to be increased? 

(c) If so, will Government please state to what extent is the rent going 
|o be increased, especially at a time when the rent of big houses in (’alcutta 
is on the decline? 

(d) What accommodation is required for the Dharamtala post office 
(Calcutta) according to the standard fixed by the Department? What 
is the measurement of the present post office ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the rents of the Sealdah and Simla post offices 
(Calcutta) are Rs. 200 and Es. 140 respectively? 
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(/) What was the rent previously paid for the Sealdah post office before 
shifting to the present building? 

(g) What was the rent of the old Simla post office before its amalgama- 
tion with the Beadon Street T. S. 0. and when it was a delivery office? 

(h) How many dorks (including Sub-Postmaster) are there in the Simla 
post office? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Audit office raised objection to payment of such 
heavy rent for the Simla post office? 

(;) Will (Tovernmont be pleased to state the cause of increase in rent 
of tlifiso post office buildings? 

(k) Is it a fact that the Ahiritola post office (Calcutta) has been shifted tii 
another building which is very near to the Beadon Street post office? 

(l) What was the rent which used to bo paid for the old post office build- 
ing and what is the rent of the present building? 

(m) Is it a fact that business men of the locality raised an objection to 
the shifting of the post office to its present location as it is at a distant 
place from the centre of the business quarter? 

(n) Will Government be pleased to ascertain from the Corporation 
of Calcutta the rate of rent prevailing in the localities whore the Dharam- 
tala, Sealdah, Simla and Ahiritola post offices have been located, and place 
the report before us for the information of the Assembly? 

(o) Will Government please further state whether the Department has 
entered into an agreement with the landlorcfs of all these post office build- 
ings or are there some with whom agreement has not been made? 

Mr. H. A. Sams; (a), (/i), (/)), (fc), (1), (m) and (o). Government have 
no information. 

(b) Yes. 

(f) From Es. 364 to Es. 500 a month. 

(d) 3525 sq. ft. and 2367 sq. ft. 

(e) ^he rent of the Sealdah Towm sub-office is Es. 200 and of the Simla 
Town sub-office Es. 130 per mensem. 

(f) Es. 65 per mensem. 

(g) lus. 150 per mensem. 

(/) In the case of the Dharauitala post office, as the accommodation 
was inadequate for the staff employed, more rent had to be paid for in- 
creased acjcommodation. In the case of the Sealdah office, the original 
buildini; was in a dangerous condition and the office had to be removed 
at short notice. The rent charged for the only suitable building available 
was aub‘<tantially in excess of the rent paid for the old building. As re- 
gards Ihe Simla town sub-office, the present rent is less than formerly as 
explained in my answer at (e) and (g) above. 

(n) Government do not consider that such an enquiry would yield nny 
useful results, as the rent of postal buildings cannot be decided by 
general intes, but only as the result of negotiations with individual land- 
lords. 
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Beoruitment to the Postal Department. 

169 . *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that it has been ordered by the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs that recruitment in the Postal 
Department will be made according to the Eevenue Division? 

(h) Tf so, will Governnieiit please* state why the postmen of Calcutta 
are not recruited according to these rules? 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy: (a) Yes. 

(b) GovcrniriGnt have no information, but enquiries are being made. 

Retrenchment of High Officials in the Postal Department. 

170. *Mr. S. 0 . Mitra: (a) Has the attention of the Governmenfi been 
drawn to an article published in the October, 1930, issue of Labour under 
the caption “Retrenchment — How and where/*? 

(/)) Will (iOV(‘rnmcnt please state how many (i), Deputy Postmasters 
General of Post Offices (ii) Assistant Postmasters General of Post Offices, 
(hi) Assistant Directors General of Post Offices, (iv) Deputy Directors 
General of Post Offices and (v) Superintendents of Post Offices there are 
at present and how many there we^ro in the year 1919-20? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the reason of increase in the 
number of officers? 

(d) Will Government place a statement on the table showing the expen- 
diture incurred to maintain these officers now and what was the actual 
expenditure in tlie year 1919-20? 

(fi) Do Government contemplate to reduce the number of officers in the 
Postal Department? 


Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Government have seen the article in question. 
(h) The information is as follows : 



^ At present. 

Tn 1919-20. 

Deputy Postmastera-Oeneral 

. ^ * 

i**. 

10 

Assistant Postmasters-General . 

. 30 (including one 

Assistant l>irector 
of Post and Tele- 
graphs, Sind and 
Baluchistan.) 

24 

Assistant Directcrs-Oeneral 

6 

5 

Deputy Directors -Ooneral . 

3 

2 

Superintendents of Post Office.si . 

. 132 (including 7 
reserve Superinten- 
dents of post ofBce.s 
and 8 City Superin- 
tendents of Post 
Offices, ) 

139 (including 2 per- 
sonal Assistants to 
the Director-General.) 


(c) The increase was chiefly due to the reorganisation of the administra- 
tive offices of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, which took into ac- 
count the large increase in work. 
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(d) Government do not possess the information, nor do they propose to 
call for it, as its collection would involve an expenditure of time and labour 
which would serve no purpose. 

(e) No such proposals are at present under the consideration of Gov- 
ernment. 


Staff and Income of certain Telegraph Offices. 

171. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state how many 
signallers and Telegraph Masters are there in (i) Trichinopoly, (ii) Madura, 
(iii) Cocanada, (iv) Vizagapatam departmental telegraph offices? 

(b) What is the average income of these telegraph offices? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) In departmental telegraph offices signallers are 
designated telegraphists. The number of Telegraph Masters and tele- 
graphists employed in the offices referred to is — 


Trichinopoly 
Madura • 
Cocanada 
Vizagapatam 


Tolograph Telegra- 
mHstera. phists. 

2 16 

2 31 

1 7 

1 23 


(b) Average figures are not available. The estimated income for 
1929-30 is: 


Ra. 

Trichinopoly 17,629 

Madura 12,616 

Cocanada 61,229 

Vizagapatam 23,963 


Carriage of Mails between Bombay and Calcutta. 

172. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra; (a) Will Government please state what amount 
is paid annually to the East Indian Railway for running the Imperial Indian 
Mail carrying outward and inward foreign mails between Bombay and 
Calcutta? 

(b) Is it a fact that some years before two other special trains used to 
run between Bombay and Madras, and Bombay and Lahore, but that they 
have been discontinued? 

(c) If so, why is this train still running between Bombay and Calcutta? 

(d) Are Government prepared to discontinue this train and arrange to 
convey mails by Bombay Mails, which run between Calcutta and 
Bombay ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The amount paid annually both to the E^t 
Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways for running the Imperial 
Indian Mail carrying outward and inward foreign mails between Bombay 
and Calcutta is Rs. 2,14,344. 
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(6) The special trains between Bombay and Lahore and from Madras 
to Bombay have been discontinued, but a special train from Bombay to 
Madras is still running fortnightly in connection with the Strmts Mails 
for which the territorial charges are recovered by the Indian Postal 
administration. 

(c) and (d). The Imperial Indian Mail from Bombay to Howrah cannot 
be abolished as the load of additional bogie vans required for the conveyance 
of the inward foreign mail is too heavy for the ordinary mail trains to 
carry. 

Moreover the conveyance of inward foreign mails by special* train is 
necessary in order to expedite delivery of mails at Calcutta and to ensure 
connection with the steamer leaving for Burma at 8 hours. 

As regards Calcutta — Bombay, the Bombay mail train leaves Howrah 
at 19-51 hours, while the Imperial Indian Mail leaves at 21-36 hours, 
thereby giving the members of the public a later hour of posting for out- 
ward foreign mails and ensuring connection of the Burma mail in case of 
arrival of the steamer late in the afternoon. It w’ould not be possible to- 
accelerate the Bombay mail train. 

Public Holidays ik India. 

173. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: With reference to the (\ilcutia 
Gazette notification of November 6, 1930, will Government please state how 
the holidays therein have been calculated? On what basis the public holi- 
days in India are distributed? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: As stated in my reply to a similar 
question put by the Honourable Member on the 13th September, 1928, 
public holidays are declared by Local Governments under section 25 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, and arc fixed at their discretion to suit 
the requirements of the province from all points of view. 

I 

Unsuitability op Goalandoo Ghat for a Railway and Steamer Station, 

174. •Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please state 
how much does it cost the Eastern Bengal Railway to adjust the Railway 
Station at Goalandoo Ghat every year? Have they considered the 
feasibility of making Faridpur a permanent railway and steamer station, 
on the river Padmna, instead of Goalandoo (Eastern Bengal Railway)? 
How much did the Eastern Bengal R^iilway spend during the last five yeaiE 
on account of the annual shifting of the Goalandoo Railway Station? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: I am making enquiries and a reply will be sent 
to the Honourable Member as soon as the requisite information has been 
collected. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will the Honourable Member place the information 
on the table of the House so that other Members may see it? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I will certainly consider that. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: There are two months left and there is no hurry. It 
can certainly be placed on the table of the House. 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have no objection to laying the information 
on the table of the House. But the question really asks us to consider 
alterations in the arrangements at these places, Goalandoo and so on. That 
of course may require rather careful consideration, and I can give no 
undertaking as to the exact date on which the information can be laid. 

Classification of Moslems for the Census. 

175 . *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government please state 
how many representations they have received for not classifying the 
Moslems into various castes in the next census? What do they propose to 
do vvitli iliein now? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Two, and one repn^sontation in the 
opposite sense. The census is a record of facts and the caste of any 
Muslim who gives it will be duly recorded. 

Lease of L and by the Port Commissioners of Chittaoono. 

176. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please state 
what control they exercise over the Port Trusts in India? Will the Honour- 
able .Member in cliarge of the Port Trusts kindly inform the House, who- 
tlior he received any rcf)resentation against a certain action of the Port 
remmissM^ners of Chittagong, regarding their leasing out a very valuable 
Port land to private individuals for only rupees nine hundred ? Will Gov- 
ernment ascertain through the Commissioner, Chittagong Division, whether 
that piece of land is not worth about a lac of rupees? 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the Acts relating to the various Port Trusts in India which define 
tte siatulory powers of Government over the Port Trusts. 

In December last, I received a telegram from the Honourable Member 
regarding the lease of certain land by the Port Commissioner, Chittagong. 
Although the telegram did not indicate the situation of the land, I presume 
the Honourable Member is referring to a plot of land adjoining the Port 
Commissioners’ Office. I understand that the question of the lease of this 
land was referred to a speci«al Committee and that the Port Commissioners, 
in accordance with the recommendations of that Committee, have let out 
the land in plots on leases for nine years at a rental of Es. 965 per acre. 
In the circumstances, the Government of India do not propose to. make the 
-enquiry suggested by the Honourable Member. I may mention for the 
information of tlie Honourable Member that, under section 69 of the 
Chittagong Port Act, 1914, the Port Commissioners are empowered to lease 
immovable propciiy for a term not exceeding 10 years without the previous 
sanction of the Governor General in Council. 

Estimated cost of the Projected Aerodrome at Chittagong. 

177. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please state 
how much it will cost them to make the aerodrome at Chittagong? Will that 
be connected with Chittagong by any road? If so, who will bear its costs? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: The estimated cost of the acquisition of land and 
the preparation of the aerodrome at Chittagong is Es. 2,36,070. 

The aerodrome will not be connected by any road with Chittagong and 
the question of cost does not, therefore, arise. 
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Stores are taken to the aerodrome by means of the railway along the 
river bund. 

Personnel travel by laiuKjh or sampan. 

Road Construction in Bengal. 

178. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Govenunent please state 
bow long it will take for the Bengal Government to finish their activities 
in connection with tlicir road construction? Has any w'ork been under- 
taken anywhere up to now? When was the money sanctioned by the 
Read Finance Committee of the Government of India? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Presumably the Honourable Member refers to road 
construction from the road development account. Bengal has a five- 
year programme but certain iloms therein will not he com- 
pleted in that time. The Government of India arc not aware 
w'hethor any work lias been undertaken, but presume such to be the 
case, as estimates amounting to approximately Es. 18 lakhs hayc been 
sanctioned by the Local Government. Arrangements have been made for 
quarterly reports of expenditure. In the last part of the question the 
Honourable Member prtjsumably refers to thfj advisory Finance sub-com- 
mittee of the advisory Standing Committee for Roads of the Central Legis- 
lature. This sub-committee advised on ccidain items of the Bengal pro- 
gramme in April last. The first distribution of funds was made by the 
Government of India in July and the second in December last. 

Loading and Unloading at the Chittagong Jetties. 

179. *Mr. Muhammad Anv/ar-ul-Azim : Will Government please state 
who does the loading and unloading business at the Chittagong Jetties? 
How much annually does the Assam Bengal Railway pay to the coolie con- 
tractor for their ‘‘handling” works therein? Will the Member in charge 
of Railways kindly ascertain wliethcr that cannot be worked more oc nomi- 
cally and bring a saving to the said Railway? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am asking the Agent of the 
AssHm Bengal Railway to supply the information for which the Hono\irable 
Member asks, and to look into the question whether any more economical 
arrangement is feasible. 

Recruitment of Clerks in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle. 

180. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government please 
state; (i) How many vacancies have occurred amongst the ranks of the 
clerks in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle from 1st January:, 1930, to 
31st December, 1930, and how they have been filled up; and (ii) How many 
have, gone to the minorities and depressed classes? Will Government 
kindly inform the House if the heads of Departments, viz., the Deputy 
Postnuistors-Gcneral, Superintendents of Post Offices and First Class Post- 
masters, kept the Government orders in view at the time of making and 
iVilinnr those appointments? 

(h) Will Government ploast^ state whether it is a fact that the Droctor 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, found during his last tour in the Bengal and 
Assam Circle that Government orders were not followed properly by the 
heads of Departments in making and filling the said appointments, men- 
tioned in part (a)? 
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Mr* J. A. Shillidy: (a) The infonnation asked for by the Honourable 
Member is being collected and will be furnished to him in due course. 

(b) I am informed by the Director-General that during his last tour 
in the Bengal and Assam Circle he found that careful attention was being 
paid to the orders of Government in regard to recruitment. 

Authorities responsible for Appointment of Clerksand Probationers 

IN A Postal Circle. 

ISl. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government kindly state 
wh(' are the authorities primarily responsible for the appointments of 
clerks and probationers in a Postal Circle? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: Superintendents of Post Offices and First Class Pot^t- 
masters are responsible for the appointment of clerks. There is no special 
category of probationers. 

Communities represented among Postmasters in the Bengal and 
Assam Postal Circle. 

182. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly inform 
the House, how many Assistant, Deputy and Second Class Postmasters 
there arc in the Bengal and Assam Circle, and how many of them belong 
tc the majority community, the Depressed classes, the Sikhs, the Parsis, 
the Jains, the Buddhists, the il^asias, the Miighs and the Hindus? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: A statement showing the distribution of the officers 
mentioned according to communities is placed on the table. 
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R'l: :jr7 itment of Staff on Railways. 

183. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
whether they have any effective say on the administration of State and Com- 
pany-managed railways? Do the railway systems in India follow aiij 
method in the matters of recruitments of their staff, both superior and 
clerical? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The reply to both enquiries made by the Honour- 
able Member is in the affirmative. 
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BeObuithekt of'Minobity Communities on the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 

184. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Oovernment please 
state how many clerks there are in the oifice of the Agent., Deputy Agent, 
Traffic Manager, Deputy Traffic Manager, Chief Engineer, and the District 
Engineer, Eastern Bengal Railway, and liow many of them were Moslems 
on 1st January, 1930 and on 31 at December, 1930? 

(&) Were the orders of Government in the matters of recruitments in 
these Railways communicated to them; if so, when and to what effect? 

(c) Do these Railways also consider the question of “Majority*' and 
"Minority" communities at the time of making recruitments? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government regret they are not prepared to 
supplement with figures for individual offices the information in regard to 
communal representation in railway services, given in the Annual Ad- 
ministration Report on Indian Railways. 

(b) Yes. The instructions to 'State Railway Administrations in regard 
to the policy of the Government in the recruitment of subordinate railway 
establishments are contained in Railway Board's letter No. 2395-E., dated 
the 23rd May, 1929, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(c) Yes. 

Division into “Majority" and “ Minority “ Communities. 

185. *Mr« Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: With reference to the previous 
question, will Government kindly state when was this decision first intro- 
duced, i.e.f the division into a "Majority" and "Minority" communities? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
statement of the policy of Government made by the late Honourable Sir 
Alexander Muddiman in the other House on 2nd March, 1925. 

Representation op Majority and Minority Communities in certain 

Provinces. 

186. ♦Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government kindly 
state who are the majority and minority communities in Baluchistan, 
North-West Frontier Province, Punjab and Bengal? ITavc they given 
effect to their declared policy of "not allowing the minority communities 
to preponderate" in these provinces in services under tlie control cf the 
Central Government? It not, why not? 

(b) Will Government please state who are the majority community in 
Burma? Which class of people preponderate in the services in Burma 
under the control of the Central Government? If the Burmans do not 
preponderate, what is the reason therefor? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) As the Honourable Member is 
uo doubt aware, Muslims constitute the majority of the population in the 
four provinces mentioned. The declared policy of the Government of India 
is to prevent the undue preponderance of any one class or community in 
the services under its control. Chief Commissioners and Heads of Central 
I^epartments are aware of this policy, and I have no reason to doubt that 
they are giving effect to it as far as possible. 
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(6) This state of things is chiefly a legacy of the past, when there was 
a paucity of qualifled Burman candidates, and I hope that it will be re- 
medied as more qualified Burmans become available. 

Nok-tbansf£b of the Deputy Postmaster General, Dacca, and 
Bbcbuttmbnt of Moslbms in Chittagong. 

187. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government kindl|; 
state how long the Deputy Postmaster- General in a Circle is retained,; 
specially in his own home Circle? How long the Dy. Postmaster-General 
at Dacca has been there? 

(6) What has been the result of Government investigation with regard 
to the abolition of that office? 

(c) Will the Member in (diarge of Industries and Labour kindly state 
whether the Buddhists in Chittagong District belong to the majority or 
minority communities? To what class the Moslems in Chittagong Divi- 
sion belong in the matter of recruitment to services, which are under the 
control of the Central Government? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) No period is fixed for the retention of a Deputy 
Postmaster-General in a Circle. The present Deputy Postmaster-General 
of the Dacca Bange has been there since the 9th April, 1926. 

(b) It has been decided that the Bange office at Dacca should continue 
for the present. 

(c) The Census Beport for 1921 shows that Buddhists form a minority 
of the population in Chittagong District. For the purpose referred to by 
the Honourable Member, Moslems, whether of Chittagong or elsewhere, are 
treated as a minority community. 

Categories, Training and Equipment of Troops in India / 

188. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please state: 

(c) Whether for any purpose whatever the Begular British and 
Indian forces of the Army in India are divided into three 
categories of troops, viz,, (1) the Covering Force; (2) the 
Field Army; and (3) the Internal Security Troops? 

(b) If so,— 

(i) is the training, equipment, internal organization and 

the numerical strength of units of various arms ear- 
marked as Internal Security Troops in any way 
different from the training, equipment and internal 
organization and the numerical strength of the units 
of corresponding arms allotted to the Field Army? 

(ii) is the strategic distribution, war organization and the 
mobilization arrangements of Internal Security Troops 
the same or based on the same principles as those for 
the Field Army; and 

(iii) in the event of general mobilization, do the units 
belonging to Internal Security Troops, for the time 
being, complete their war establishments and consti- 
tute war formations at the same time and in the same 
manner as the units allotted to the Field Army? 
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lb. O. M. Young: (a) Yes; the division of the Army into these three 
eategories exists on paper, as a war measure. The allocation of individual 
units to them depends upon where each unit happens to be stationed at the 
time of mobilization. 

(6) (i), (ii) and (iii). The training, equipment, internal organisation and 
numerical strength of all units of the regular Army is uniform in peace 
time. On mobilization, the distribution, organization and other arrange- 
ments of units vary according to the role that each unit has to play. Unite 
that become Internal S'ecurity units on mobilization do not constitute war 
formations. 

Strength of Internal Security Troops. 

189. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (1) Will Government give the exact strengtib 
of the fighting troops of each arm set apart at the present moment ae 
Internal Security Troops? 

(2) Will Government state: 

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Internal Security Troops are in- 

tended as a reserve for the Field Army; and 

(b) if so, what are the reasons : 

(i) for maintaining so large a reserve, and 

(ii) for not organizing and constituting the Field Army; 
on a more adequate scale? 

Mr. Or, M. Young: (l) The present arrangements contemplate tha 
allocai.on of the tol lowing units tc Internal Security duticis t'jn general 
m.ibili/ation. 

Ilriti^b Cavuii-v — cme regiment. 

Indian Cavalry — ^nine regiments (2 squadrons each). 

British Infantry — twenty-eight battalions. 

Indian Infantry — twenty-seven battalions. 

Armoured Car Companies — five. 

(2) (a). Internal Security units are available for interchange, if neces- 
sary, with units returning from the Field Amiy for rest. They do not, 
however, form a regular reserve, and would not normally be drawn upon 
in war othc^rwise than in the manner I have stated. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if in the scheme which the Government of 
India submitted to the British Goveniment before the Skeen Committee 
came into existence, there was a recommendation that the Internal 
Security Army should be quite different from the British Army ? 

Mr. G. M. Young; I am afraid I shall have to ask for notice of that 
question. 

Mr. B. Das: Does not the Honourable Member remember what was 
the view of the Government of India that was submitted to the India 
Office before the Skeen Committee came into existence? 
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Jlr, O. M, Young: Yes, Sir, I remember a good deal about it; but still 
should like to have notice of a question to be answered in this House. 

Mr. B. Das: May I know whether it was not the view of the Govern- 
ment of India that the Internal Security Army should be different from 
the British Army? 


Basis of Constitution of the Field Army. 

190. ^Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government state whether it is a fact 
that the Field Army is at present constituted on the basis that it represents 
the maximum number of troops and formations which can be sent out of 
India as an expeditionary force without endangering the internal and ex- 
ternal security of India? 

(6) If not, will Government state: 

(i) whether the strength of the troops comprising the war forme - 

tions bears a low proportion to the total strength of the 

Army in India; and if so, why; and 

(ii) whether the whole of the Army in India is not uniformly organized 

for purposes of war, and if not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The Field Army is not in any sense an expedi- 
tionary force, but does represent the maximum force available in India, 
as a field army, for the defence of the frontier. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Equipment of Internal Security Troops, 

191. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that artillery, including medium and heavy 

artillery, forms part of the Internal Security Troops in 
provinces outside the North-West Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan; and 

(b) if so, — 

(i) how many units of each class of artillery are allotted to these 

troops ; and 

(ii) what are the tactical situations envisaged by the military 

advisers of the Government which may necessitate the 

employment of these arms in these provinces? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (b) (i). With the exception of on© 
mountain battery in Burma, no batteries of artillery of any kind form 
part of Internal Security formations. Small detachments, as in the case 
of other arms, are left at their stations w^hen the Field Army is mobilized, 
and are classed among Internal Seemity troops : but these do not include 
heavy or medium artillery. 

(b) (ii). None, so far as I am aware. 
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Tboops used foe Sdppbssston of Civil Disobdebs. 

192. ’‘‘Mr. S. 0. Hitra: Will Government state: 

(tt) on bow many occasions troops were called out in compliance 
with requests of civil authorities for military aid in the nine 
Governors' Provinces during the year 1930; 

(h) what was the strength of troops sent out on each occasion ; 
and 

(c) on how many occasions did they actually take part in the 
suppression of* disorders and un liow many occasions they 
only stood by? 

lfr« G. M. Toung: (a) 27. 

(h) and (c). 1 am afraid that I cannot furnish the hgures for occa- 

sions on which the troops were called out, but merely stood by. Troops 
fcodk part in the suppression of disorders on six oc^casions only. I lay on 
fcho table a statement showing details of the troops employed on these 
occasions. 


DettliU of occuMouff on Troop* ht aid of Civil J^otf:er in I9H0, 


l, Chittagong 

. loth April, 1030 arul subsequent cla.y«-"- 

100 Kast Frontier Htflee (Military Police). 
100 Surma Valley Light Horse. 

2. iSholapur 

. Hth May, 10.30 to 21at September, 103(» - 
1 Company Indian Infantry. 

1 Battalion British Infantry. 

Almora 

. 27/28th May, I9:i0— 

1 platoon Indian Infantry. 

4. Rangoon . 

. 27th May, 1030 to Hth June, 1930 - 
2 Coinpanien British Infantry. 

100 (Auxiliary Foroe, India). 

6. Sukkiir . 

, 7fch August, 1030 to liSth ^\ugiist, 1930 — 

One Company British Infantry. 

Oue Company Indian Infantry. 

S. Tbarawaddy 

. 26th December, 1930 U> 12tli January, 193 L— 
3/ 20th Burma HiHos. 

1 Company, 2/ 15th Punjabis. 

1 (Company, 'Phe Buffs. 


'rBOOPs Available fob aidino the Civil A vthobities. 

193. *Mr. S. 0. Kitra: With reference to paragraph 893 of the Ilegu 
Wtiona for. the Army in India, will Government please state : 

(a) whether any troops are temporarily or permanently earmaiked 
for the specific purpose of complying with possible reqniai 
tions for military aid by the civil authorities; 


a 
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(b) if so, what is the strength of each arm of the fighting troops 

normally allotted to this duty; and 

(c) how, and by whom are the requirements of a given year or a 

given situation estimated? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) None, Sir; as all troops are available for this 
•purpose. 

(b) and (r.). Do not arise. 

RESPONsrimiiTtEs of Civn. and Military Authorities for thk 
Maintenance of Law and Order. 

194. *Mr. S. C. Mitra: Will Government please state. 

(rt) whether the military commander of any area or station in India 
has any responsibilities with regard to the maintenance of 
law and order within that area or station except when the 
area the station in question is under martial law or ex- 
coyjt when the military commander is requested by the civil 
authorities to eomc to their aid; and 

(/)) il; so, whtdi is the nature of these responsibilities and what 

the (lisirihution of the responsibilities between the civil and 
n j il i fca r y a 1 1 tb ori t ics ? 

m G. M. Young: in) None, Sir. 

(/») Does noil arisen. 

Du'riEs and Rksponsibilities of Military Officers in respect op 

Internal Security. 

195. S. 0 . Mitra: {a) Will Government please state what is tlio 
nature of the duties in respect of iriiernal sociurily assigned to each of the 
following : 

(i) the Military Operations Directorate of the General Staff Branch 

at the A. H. Q.; 

(ii) th(! General Onicers Commanding-in-Ohief the Commands, and 

the General Olhcers Commanding the Districts in India; 

(iii) Brigade, Brigade Area and Station Commanders? 

{})) Arc Government aware that no responsibilities in respect of internal 
sociirity are assigTied to the Imperial General Staff, the General Ofleicrs 
Commanding-in-Cliief the Commands, Giuicral OiTicers Commanding 
Divisions, and Brigade and Area Commanders in the United Kingdom? 

(c) Will they state the reasons for wliieli tliese additional and special 
responsibilities are assigned to the military advisers of the Government and 
the Military (^Joinmanders in India? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (h). 'Phe duties assigned in ordinary times 
to all the autlira'ilies mfuitionod, wlirther in India or the United Kingdom, 
in respect of Internal S(!Ciirity, or aid to the civil power, are purely 
advisory. MMiese authorities have no other powers or responsibilities un- 
less and until the situation has passed beyond civilian control, and has 
been handed over to tlicm. 

(c) Docs not arise. 
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Appointment of Indian Chemists to Poison Gas and Anti-Gas 
Appliance Vactories in Rawalpindi. 

196. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government please state: 

(< 2 ) whether it is jx fact that researcli in chemical warfare and manu- 
facture of poison gas and anti-gas appliances are being ear- 
ned on at the Asseiiihly Fac*tf)ry, Rawalpindi, or in some 
other fact(jry known as the Filler Factory, Ilawdpindi or 
the Chernical Research Deparlincnt, Rawalpindi; and 

(h) if vSO, are Government prepared to a])point qualified Indian 
Chemists in these factories? 

Mr. G. M. Young: ((/) No nn-m Ilf ;»(*! lire of gas, or researcli in connexion 
M'ith siieii inanulael lu’c^ is carried on in India. iu'S(‘arcli in iionnection 
with jiniteetivc measures against gas is carried on in India, as in oilier 
(‘ountrios. 

(h) Yes, Sir. S-'X qualified Indian eheinisls, including^ an Assistant 
'Chemical liispi-ctor, an* employed at tlui Hi^soareh .Department, Rawal- 
pindi. 

Rkouuitmilnt to thk Indian Mddk al Skkvh k. 

197. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (»/) Is it a fact that during the last 

♦ o years or .so, only one candidate with ]nirely Indian qualifications has 
been admilted to the Fndian iMedieal Serviei\ :md that pr.icl ically all the 
-.‘ippointniraits have beon given to those possissinv hhiropean qualifica- 
tions? Tf so, why? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Inter-ITniversities ConlVrenci^ at tludr Second 
Session held at Delhi, under the presidency of 'ITis Fx^cilency Lord 
.Irwin, passed a Resolution to tlie oflVct that in tbe. intereds of inidical 
education in Indian lJniversit.ii‘s. (he eonuad iiive examination to recruit 
men to the Indian TlLitlieal Service should lie ri^vivi'd early, and that it 
{djoiild ho held periodically id India, and that all eaiididatcis sliould possess 
medical (jiialifieatioiis registrable in India? 

(c) Is an\ thing being done to eive effect to tins Resolution, and to allay 
ibe ff 3 eling of det^p dissatisfaction wbicb ('xists in huliji ajrainst the present 
•netbod of n’cniitmcnt to the Indian Medical Servici;? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) I'be rojdy is in ilie negative. oR candidates, 
willi imiian (pialificat ions only, have been afinointed to llu' permanent 
cadre of (be Indian ]\red’cal Service s'ln^e HIM : and I understand that 
three such candidates were recommended at the latest meeting of the 
Selection Doard. 

(6) The reply ia in the afTirmative. 

(c) Governnunit do not propose to laki* up the cpu'st'on of ;dl(*nng the 
method of entry into the Indian ^L'dic.-il Service until aft it the constitu- 
tional changes at present under consideration by 11 is TVTajestv’s Govem- 
uu'Tit. The question of qu.alifications is under consideration. 

Deaths of Political Prisoners in Jails. 

198. *Mr. Gaya PrgLSad Singh: Will Government kindly state separ- 
^dely how many political prisoners, if any, have died in the diff('rent 
jails of centrally-administered provinces, giving the names of the prisoners. 

H 2 
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the diseases of which they died, the stops taken by the authorities to 
afford them proper treatment, and the ultimate disposal of their re- 
mains? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: T\m^ infomiation is being collected 
and will he cnmnnuiicaU’fl to the Honourable Menibtii* when it is ready. 

AoCiUlTTAL OF Mk. AsaF AlI AND Mil. FaEIDFL HaQ AnSABI, CONVICTED 
UNDER THE ClUMINAL LaW AMENDMENT ACT. 

199. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Ib it a fact that the Lahore High 
Court has acquitted Mr. Asaf Ali, Bar.-at-Law, and Mr. Faridiil Haq 
Ansari, of Delhi, wlio were convicted by a Magistrate of Delhi, under 
section 1(> (2) of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, on the 
ground that the convictions were illegal. as the notification of the 
Local Governniont declaring the Congi*ess Associations unlawful wag not 
published in the Goveniment of India Gazette till the 27th September, 
1930, and those convictions took place before that date? 

(b) .Is it a fact that this judgment of the High Court affects the cases 
of about 200 persons convicted under similar circumstances under the 
Crirrn’nal Law’ Amendment Act? 

(c) What steps have been taken or are proposed to be taken to deal 
with cases of those referred to in (b) above? 

(d) What is the name of the Magistrate of Delhi, who convicted Mr 
Asaf Ali, and Mr. Faridiil Haq Ansari? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Th(> facts are as stated, excepl; 
that IMr. Farid-iil-Haq Ansari w'as not convicted until October. 

(h) The actual number of persons affected is believed to be 148. 

(c) T understand that applications for revision have already been uiadc 
to the Sessions Judge in the ordinary course of law. 

(d) The Additional District Magistrate, Delhi, before whom the legal 
point in question was not raised. 

Mr. B. Das: In view of the fact that the judieiarv all over India has 
shown their incompetency to understand the common law, will Govern 
ment try tf) separate the judiciary from I he executive, so that judicial 
functions can prof)erly be exercised? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 (*annot aca^ept the Honourable 
Member’s criticism of the judiciary. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Arising out of this question, in view of 
tlie fact that the convictions have been held to he illegal by the High 
Court, will the Government not move the High Court and itself move in 
the matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: As regards the particular cases io 
point, I have already f)ointed out that proceedings are pending in Ses- 
sions Court. That being so. it is impossible to make any observations oo 
a matter which is sub judice, 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: My submission is, when the High Court 
has held tlie convictions to be illegal, what is the point in waiting for the 
judicial proceedings to come to an end? It has been held that all cases 
stand on a par. 
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Sir Hari Singh Oour: Does the flonourubie Member suggest that the 
Sessions Judge has got any power of acquitting any person in revision? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 understund that applications are 
pending in these cases in the court of Sessions Judge. 

Sir Bari Singh Oour: Hut are they pending cases or cases of all con- 
victed persons? In tlie case of tlie latter the only person who oau deal 
with the matter is the High (.'oiirl or the executive Gov(.*rnnieut. The 
Sessions Judge has got no power. 

The Honourable Sir Jamejsj Orerar: I havti given the Honourable Mem- 
|)cj* the information in iny po.ss«.^ssion. If he wishes any further informa- 
tion. 1 must ask him to give me notice. 

Mr. B. B. Puri: j\i.ay L know wlial is the nature of the prucocflings 
Mial are pcaiding in tlie Sessions Court? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I must ask iu»iic.* of the question. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it not a fa<‘t. Sir, that llie Si‘Ssiuris Judge lias got 
tile discretion to send the record lo the High (.'uurt if necessary on revi- 
sion? Is there not a section of the Criminal Procedure (Jode by virtue of 
which file Sessions Judge can again refer ilic matter lo the High Court 
to alter the (irdiT if necessary? 

(No answer was given.) 

OUTMKEAK IN BlTKMA. 

200, *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Govemineut kindly malce a 

Htatemeiit on the strength of any report which they might have received 
from Burma, regarding t'nc outbreak there with special i-efereiiee lo the 
causes leading to it, the approximate number of persons involved, the 
operations necessary to quell the outbreak, and the approximate number 
of casualties on both sides? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I lay on tJie table a siatemciu wlncli 
sunmnirises llic salient facts as so far ascertained. The Honourable Mem- 
ber will, of ('ourse, realize ibat the immediate concern of the Local Qoy- 
'irnnieut has lieen to bring under control* a serious I’ebelliori, and that they 
iiave nol yet been able U) obtain full inforuiatiou regarding certain aspects 
of it . 


iSfatv/HHiU . 

I'hu ouU)r<Mk .sluiU*d on uu I'xicujiiivo hciile. wilhout any warning wliatcwr, on 
jUio night of tho 22iid DertMiiher in ihe goiitli-«»a.st of the Tharrawaddy di.strict, where 
•I large mol) .ittaiked two villages, killeii two lieadmeii and a forest deputy raiigei* 
•Old secured five, guns. 'I'lie same day a small police parly eanio into contact with 
a iiioh uf 400- -500 men. Un the 23rd evening news was received that two villages 
in the Insein (li.strict to the 'I’liarrawaddy hordcr had been attacked and more 

liims looted, and the same night the railway 'station and tin* village of Inyvvji was 
Glided by a gang of 60 to 80 incu who destroyed the telegraph instruments, handled 
the station master roughly and looted and set on fire ai number of houses in the 
'-illage. Two Indian shopkeepers were also murdered. On the ^th morning rumour.'* 
were received, which wore sul)sequenily confirmed, that Mr. Fields-Clarke, a forest 
^wgineer, had been murdered, and the same day a party of military police came in 
‘Onlact with insurgents and inflicted sonic casualties on them. The same night 
‘^J^voral hundred insurgents attacked a post of 50 military police and suffered many 
i^sualties, a sub-divisional oflicer of the civil police being also killed in this engage- 
It became necessary at this stage to ask for military assistance and the arrival 
^ the troops had a good effect, but the nature of the country made it difficult for 
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iUoni to yel into cio.se touch wi'tii any largo body ot rebels who nuiinly confined their 
activitieis to i'iii<iirig at night and guns and ainiiiunition. On the 29th a platooa 

ol' the I'unjabis caiiie iiiio ••oiitact wilTi 200'iel>els near IJdokwiii and attacked then 
ai long range. The following day the rebel.s raided the forest camp in Okkan re- 
horse and a small parly of ilieni was allackod by 'the runjiiJnis near Sitkwin. On 
the 30tli the voliol.s made an misuccessfnl attempt to blow up a railway bridge neitr 
inywa. On llio 31.st lioavy cusuailios s*ei‘e iuilictod on throe parties of rebels luim. 

Oaring about oOO, and on tlio same day the Buriiia Uiiles encountered a small party at 
Ihoir lioadqiiartors ai Alant.;iung punishing them severely and burning their palace 
and stores. 'I’he capture of I heir headquarters liad an imiuediate effect on the rel>els.. 
a tiiimher of whom began to return their villages but small parties still continued 
to cta-ry <m their raids. On the 2iul January, for in.siaiicc. a party of 50 rebels came 

into contact with tlie I’unja'bis and w'cre fired upon with good effecl. On the night 

ot the 3r<l, aiiout a hundred rebtds attacked a village and wore driven off by the 
civil police, .About the same -time a ri.siiig took place in the yainethiii district where 
40 or 50 ro.liels raided several villages killing a. headman and a police <‘oiistable and 
.‘seizing two guns and burning some houses. Ttii.s ri.sing however, ended rapidly 

with tile surrender of ihe. whole gang including the leader. A fresh outbreak oce.ur- 
n;<l on the 7th January in the Vyajxm di.striot. The police went out .and met about 
000 rel)els w'Jio advarn'cd again.st them with banners flying, but were decisively de- 
feated. The, present ])Ositioii a|i|)ears to b«» thutt the reTocls have broken up into 
small gangs but are still in open relMjlion in the Tharrawaddy T)i.strict.. The 

rebellion is being brought under control, but. the danger of extension tn other dis- 
tricts. though le.ss than it was, has not disappeared. 

2. 'I’lie outbreak lias exhibited some feature.^ common to past risings in Burma, 
but it has been on a larger .scale and more elaborately organised. The object of the 
rJoellion is l^o overthrow' flu* eslabli.shed govenuneiit. Tlic infoi jnalioii received 
bhow.s tiuit sisTcl preparations for it have been in piogre.ss for .some time and that 
tile rel>elJi<in^ was not merely a local rising, Init part of a definite plan to organi.'-e 
risings ill diflercnt piU*t.H <it Burma-, and there is reason to believe that the terrorist 
l‘arty in Burma were privy to it. 'Phe approximate number of tho.se who are 
known to have taken an active part in the rebe-Ilnm is about 2,600. Tho approxi 
iiiate number of casualties on the side of the rebels may lie placeil at 300 or more 
kiliiul. 130 w'oundcd and 1,150—1,250 captured. Casualties amongst police and troops 
.ire J killed and 7 w'ouiided. Other casualties are 1 forest euginect, 10 heddmeu and 
(jo\€*rniiierit subordinates wIkj have lichen murdered by the rebels. The operations 
h.»ve been carrieil out mainly by the military ptdice, but the a.^.slslarue nf regular 
troop.'* has been given ns nece-ssary. 


Use of Militaky Force.s is I^ih ak and Oris-sa. 

201. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Govcrnuient Ivindiv state on 

how ninny occasion.s in 1930, tlu* Tnilitury Uwa was called ‘out in tlu^ 
IVovinco of Biliai* tiiid Orissa, f^iving septiridely the followinj^ p.'xrticular.s : 

(а) dates, and^ places (village and district) where they were used 

and their numbers? 

(б) why were they called out. and wdiat did they do? And on- 

whose authority were they called out and employed? 

(o) Had they to use their fire-arms, if so, on how many occasionB, 
and with what result? 

(<J) what is the total cost which tho operations have thrown on tht^ 
Army expenditure ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Tlurrc wort* no ocea.sions on which lrc;ops were call- 
ed out in aid of the civil power in iho provinec of llilnir and Orissa iJQt 
1930.« 
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Bsobuitment of Muslims to the Postal Department. 

202. ^Sbaikh Fazal Haq Piraclia: WUl GoTemment be pleased to 
state : 

(a) Wha{ is the total number of posts of Superintendents of Post 

OflSces in India and how many of them are held by Muslims? 

(b) What is the total number of Departmental Officers in the Postal 

Department in India and how many of them are Muslims? 

(c) What is the total number of probationary Superintendents of 

Post Offices in India and how many of them are Muslims? 

(d) What measures, if any, have the Government adopted to help 

the Muslims to got their due share of posts in the Postal 
Department? 

Hr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a) The total number of posts of Superintendents 
of Post Offices, including those of the llailwa.y Mail Service, is 180. 
Thirty of thciin are held by Muslims. 

(b) I arn sorry I have not hecii able to understand precisely what 
information the llonourable Member requires, but if h(i will explain this 
to me afterwards, 1 will endeavour to obtain it for him. 

(o) The total number of Prohationory Superintendents is now 12. 
h’oiir of them are Muslims. 

(d) Instructions have been issued to recruiting authorities to reserve 
ime-thir<l of the pemianent vacancies which are filled by direct recruit- 
ment for members of the minority communities. 

Revenue and Expenditure of British Baluchistan and Names of 
Prominent Persons there. 

203. *Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Will Government be pleased to — 

(tf) lay on the table a statement .^bowing the total income and actual 
expenditure incurred on “Administration'' in British Balu- 
chistan during tlic financial year 1929-30, and separate figures 
of “Land licveiiiie", '‘Income-Tax*’, “Excise*', ‘‘Stamp",. 
“Forest" and other civil departments: 

(5) state the total population in British Baluchistan; and 

(o) state the names of those personalities in British Baluchistan 
whom Government have recognised as Sardars and Nawabi, 
with their respective private positions? 

Mr. J. O, Acheson: (a) The figures required by the Honourable Mem- 
ber will be published in the Book of Detailed Estimates and Demands for 
Grants for 1931-32 which will be presented to the Legislative Assembly 
with the Budget. 

(b) The population of British Baluchistan proper is nho\il: one and a 
quarter lakh. Possibly however what the Honomable Member has in 
mind is the entire area under British administration. The population of 
this area is a little over tliree and three-quarter lakhs. 

(c) Two statements giving the required infonnation, in regard both to 
British Baluchistan proper and the Agency Ten*itories, are laid on tha 
table. 
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STATEMRNT ‘A 

lAsi of Sardarg of BHHsh BaUichiBloM . 




i’rivHte posihion. 


Sibi (8ibi TaUsU) . 


Khnn Sahib . jSardai' Samundar! Ts head of the l3arozai8 
I ! Khan. and L’anni triboH of tho 

! 1 Sibi Tahsi). 


Sibi (Shnhrig Pahsil) . | Khan Bahadur, Sarchir AVrtiuib . I.r* head of the Pane/-ai 

I M.H.K. , Khan. Kakars of the Sibi 

1 ' Dwtiicf. 

I 

Do. . . ‘ . ■ Sar<ift!* Murad ^ Is Sardnr of tlie »Saratigzai 

, Khan. Ktikars of Shahrig 

• 'rolwil. 

Loralai (Duki 'rahsil) . Sardar Bahadur; Sardav Xawjd) i Is Sardar of the I^iini 

Khiiii. , tribe of Duki. 


Quetta* Pi-shin (Pishin 
. Tahsil). 


Sardai* Shabbaz ' Is head of the VVaueehi 
! Khan. | I'athans of Sinjawi. 

Sardar Du lain ^ Ls )ieud of the Tarin tribe 

, Muhaniniad I of Pishui. 

I Khan. 


SrATKMKiN'J* ‘ 13 

List of the Sftrdaf'g of Agency Territories, 


Nanio of territory. 


Private position. 


Bori (Loi'ulai Di-st i’iet ) . 


Khan Sahib . ; Sa*dar Baz | Is hood of tiio Jogozui 
Mulmminiul Kakars residing in Bori 
; Khan. ' 'rahsil. 


i Tribe. 



1 

; Khan. 


Barkhan ( Loralai 

I) is* 1 Khan Bahadur 

I Sardar 

•Shah 

trietb 

1 

1 

Ohazi 

1 

Khan. 

Masakhel (Loralai 

Di.-;- ; Khan Sahib . 

; ‘Sardar 

J3az 

trict). 

; 

^ Khan. 


Do. 

1 

• i 

i 

I Sardar 

Haji 


> Pathana of Musakhei 

1 Talisil. 


j Qa<iir Khan. Pathans of Musakhel. 


: tSardar Allaha- ; Is Sardar of the Jaffw 
j dad Khan. I'athoDS of Musakhel 

• Tahsil. 


Killa Saifulla (Zhob Sardar Bahadur Xawab Muham- 
District). ina4 Khan, 


[awab Muham-' Is head of all the 
ina4 Khan, ' Saazarkhol Kakars of 
Jogezai. { Zhob, 



QUESTIONS AKD ANSWERS. 


m 


Name of territory. 

ntie. 

Namo. 

Private position. 


Sardar Ibdiadtir 

- 

1 

Sar<iar Zarghun 
Khati, .irtge/ai. 

is a protnineni membor 
of tlio Jogezni family 
and is regarded next 

in importance to tho 
iioad of the tiibo. 

Oia;;ai 

Khan Sahib . 

Sar:lar 'I’aj 

Muhannnad 
Khan. 

' 

Is head of tlie Sinjorani 
( Kaloch) tritKi. 

Du. • • 

•• 

Sardar Hnham* 
mad .Mi . 

Klmn. 

1- head of tlu* Zaggar 
Mangal (Jiraind) tribe. 

Dn. 

•• 

iSaiuhir Abdul 
.A/.iz Khan. 

is Iioad of the Badiiii- 
UakliNhiMii I5alij«*hs. 


•• 

! .^"ardar Melindla 

I Khan. 

Is hi'ad of the Janialdini- 
HiiUhshani Kahic.Iis. 

iS'udrabad ( 'vvbi rict) 

•• 

! l^ardar Ibi^tani 
j KhaTi. 

Is head of l.ho .Tamali 
Haludis. 

Do. 

Khan naliacpn* 

i 

•• >*ai-dar >her 

'Muhanunnd 
Khan. 

1 

Is head of the rmrani 
tribe. 

Mrtrritribil area (Sibi 
Disf rii-t ). 

1 

; Khan Hahadiir 

i 

j 

f 

» 

; Navvab Muimn)' 

1 mad Moh rill la 
; Khan. 

1.^ 'rinnandar of the ^farri 
(Bahieh) tribe. 

area (Silii 1 Sardar Jialm'lur. 
,1 1 C’.vS.i ( \n.K. 

i 

1 Xa>\al» IMuham- 
i uukJ Mehiab 
t Khan. 

1 i 

' I?, 1 nmaifdar .)t’ iho Hugti 
(Hulorh) tribiv 

Kohln (Sibi J )i.stii« t ) 

1 

! 

j 

[ JSnrdar Dilsliud ‘ 
K han. 

1 

Is head of the /.iirUUuiis. 


iNSTUrCTIONS TO CeVSTS ArTHOKITFES n JlEOlSTRATlON OK CaSTK. 

204, *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) H.is any moinorial been received by 
the Jab Vat Torak ^fandiil, Lahore, to issue nocessaiy instructions to the 
<*.ensus authorities not to insist upon the registration of caste in the case 
of those who do not w.ant to l ave it recorded in the coming census returns? 

(b) Are Government aware that societies like the Arya Samaj, Brahmo 
Samaj, Dev Sainuj, Ihidha Swaiui Samaj, etc., do not believe in the caste 
system ? 

(c) Is it a fact Uiat ilie Adhi Dharmies of the Vnnjab who do not believe 
in castes are not couipelled to give their castes in the census returns? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Vi*s— and the ncci.-ssary instruc- 
tions havii bcicn issuetl. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) There is no com pulsion in the i natter at all. 
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Removal of the Imperial Library from Calcutta to New Delhi. 

205. "^Mr. S. G. Mitra: Will Government please state: 

(o) Whether it wns pr()i)used to remove the Indian Museum and the 
Imperial Ijibrary from Calcutta to New Delhi after the trans- 
fer of capital from Calcutta? 

(b) If the Indian Museum is a jrrant-in-aid institution and not si 
Government institution as slated bv (h)verninent in reply to- 
iny starred question No. 2 (a), dated the 14th July, 1930, 
in the Legislative Assembly, on what principle is the idea of 
removing it from Calcutta contemplated? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Huaain : (a) The ques- 
tion of removing the hnpi'rial Library was considered by (lovtTnment, but 
it was decided not to remove it. As regards the Indian Miistrum, the 
proposal to remove' it from (’alculta does not appear to have ))een consi- 
dered, as no paptas in tliis ri'gard are traceable. 


(6) Does not arise. 


[nadequaoy oir the Provtsions of the Press Aot op 1019. 

206. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: («) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have reciMVcd any representation from tlu' Local Governments 
regarding the inadequacy of the provisions of the l*ress Act of 1910 to meet 
ibhe prevailing conditions in their provinces- and the imperative necessity 
for fresh legislation? 

(b) If so, from whfU IiO(*al Governiiiejils ? 

(c) Will Government b<'> pleased to lay on the table such correspon- 
dence 

The Honourable Six James Greiar: Tlu* Press Act of 1010 was repealed 
in 1022. I presume lJu* Honourable Member is referring to the corres- 
pondenee witfi Local Governinents relating to tlie necessity of measures for 
the better cMUitrol of tin* Press su))st*qiu;nt to tin* bipst' of Ordinance No. 
11 of 1930. 1 regret that, as the piipers are conlidontitil, I am unable to 

comply with tlie Honoura})le Member's request, but 1 can inlonii him that 
Local Goviannient.^’ wevt' unanimous in regard to the necessity of sueb 
measures. 


Develotment of the Indian Mercantile Marine. 

207. *Mr. S. G. Shahani: (<i) Will the Govemment be pleased to state 
whether any action has been taken to give effect to the statements 
and promises contained in Ibeir communique dated the. 6th January, 1930, 
wherein they definitely undertook adoption of measurcsi for the develop- 
ment of the Indian Mercantile Marine, as soon as it had been possible for 
them to consider fully the issues raised in the discussious which took place 
nt tlie conference enuveued by them on the 3rd Janufiry 1930? If not, what 
are the reasons? 

(b) What steps do thiw propose to take for tlie development of the 
Indian Mercantile Marine and particularly towards the Indianisation of 
the coastal trade, in pursuance of the ccnimuniqu^ referred to above? 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) and (6). On the 28rd Sepiem- 
her, 1929, in answer to a question by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, 1 said 
tlial it was the earnest hope of tlie Government of India that a solution 
of the difficult question of promoting the development of the Indian 
Mercantile Marine might be found in a spirit of co-operation and good will. 
At the beginuing of 1930, in Ihe liope of bringing about such a solution, 

;i (Umference representative of the British and Jiidiuii commercial com- 
munities was held at Delhi under the Presidency of the Governor Ocn- 
oi'mI. No s(d-tlement was reached ;\i the Confcrfaice, and the following 
coiuinuniqin^ was issued on the Otli January, 1930: 

“The Government of India will lake into consideration at an early date the ivisues 
uiised in the discussions which took place at Ihe Conference on the development of the 
Indian Mercantile Marine. As soon as it has been possible fully to (^insider these 
issues, the responsibility will rest with the Government of India deciding what 
.iction should now be ituken and whether any useful purpose would ho served by inviting 
Iho interests concerned to meet again”. 

Before any decision could be rc‘aehed, it be(*ame obvious that the poli- 
tical atmosphere liad become wholly unfavourable to a settlement by 
iigreiimont, and the (h)vernintnt of India felt that no purpose could be 
served by re-of)ening the discussions. The problem, therefore, still remains • 
unsolved. But the Govenimenl of India have not modiliod their opinion 
(hat what should be aimed at is a scttlemenl. by consent, and they aro 
Inipeful that, before long, there nuiy be opportuiiitii's for renewed efforts hr 
that direction. 

It is obvious from the deliberal ions of the lloiind Table (hmference that 
uiajiy important questions, in which both British and Indian commercial- 
i»pini<)iis i.mi interested, will have to be discussed fully, and if they arc 
approached in the spirit displayed at the Conference itself, agreement j^ioultl 
be fios^ihle. Until it is clear that an agreed settlement eaiinol be reached, 
ilic Government of India would be reluctant t(» proceed with the quo.stion 
upon other lines. 

Government Scheme for the Indianisation of the Army. 

208. "‘Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Ls it a fact that n))Out livi* yiars be- 
fore the appoaiitmeut of the Indian Sandhurst Committee, the Govern- 
ment had appointed a committee of military experts to advist* within what 
time all officer rauk.s of the Indian Army cfndd bo filled by Indians'.' 

(h) Did Government, in tin's (tonnoction, prepare and subniil another 
scheme to the War Office in b'nglaiul? If so, were tlu' two schi'mcs laid 
before the Indian Sandhurst Committee; and if not, why nol ? 

(c) Are Govenimcnt prepared to lay a (*opy of tlieir scheme on the 
tabic? If not, why not? 

Mr. G. M. Youngr (a) A committee was appointed by the Cnmmaiuler- 
in-(Tiief in 1921 to examine the question of progressive Iiidiani/atiou. 

(b) and (c). The answer to tlie first ])art of (b) is in tin* negative. Th(v 
latter part (b) and part (r) do not therefore arise. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh: The last part of (b) has not laen answered'- 
“If not, why not?''. Why were the two scheines not laid Ixdore tlie 
Indian Sandhurst Committee? 

Mr, G. M. Young: llierc was no second .scheme. 
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Mr, B. Das: Does the Honourable Member deny the accuracy of the 
Press report that such a scheme was put before the Defence Committee 
of the Hound Q'mIjIc Conference and that it was produced by the India 
Office? 

Mr. O. M. Young: J have already said. Sir. that the answer to part (6) 
of the question is in the negative. There was the eommiilee of military 
oA'pcii'S but (lovernrneiit did not formulate a scheme of their own. 

Mr. B. Das: J)oes llie Honourable Member deny the Press re]>ori that 
the seheine was produced h(‘fore the Defeiu'e ('oniinitlee of the. Hound 
Table Confei'iince V 

Mr. Cr. M, Young: .1 havi‘ not seen tlie Press rt‘port. 

Mr, B. Das: Wh\ did not the Hoiiourahle Memhor take action to deny 
it and issue a Press eornniuiuqu6 that the. (Joveriiineut of India had not 
stmt any such report? 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz: Is it not a fact iliai a seheme known 
as the liawrenec S(;h(jnie was drafted htdore tlie matter was referred to the 
Handhnrsl C-onunittee? Was it placed before llie Sandhurst Coiiunittec? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I do not know* aiu)ui that seljeiuc. Sir, il was not 
placed hclort^ tiu» Sandhurst C/oinmittee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Wljy was not that sduujie plac.ed bid'ore the 
Sarulhurst (\anitiittoe? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I do not know, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is the Hoiiourahle Metula?!* [u-epaivd to lay a 
r.opy of it now ho'forc the House? 

Mr. G, M, Young: I am not quite (‘('rtaiu to what .sc,hem(‘ Honourable 
Members ai’e at present referrinj^. Tht*re. w'as no scheme siwdi as is 
des<a'ihiul in this question. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Was there' no sidieine ja’opared at the instance 
of the (’onirnander-iii-Chief about four nr live years bed’ori' the apjiointmeiii 
of tlje Sand hurst ('ommiltee? 

Mr. G. M. Young: 'Fhe seheme prepared at the instance of the Com- 
mander-iii-(jhief is the seheme referred to in this cpiestion ; that was not 
the CrovcaTinient of India's. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Was that scheme phua'd before the Sandhurst 
I’ommittee or not? 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz: Was not a eorlain schenu* preiiared by 
General ilawlinson? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Hiave already said tliat no scheme of that kind was 
pla-ced h(*for(' the Indian Sandhurst (,ommitteo. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: 1. ns a member, never heard of it. 

? I 

' V ; ; 

Dumpisr of Btjssiak Scoar nr India . 

209 *Lala Hari Ba{ Swamp: (o) Has the attention of Grovemment 
been drawn to tlie proposed import of Kussian sugar in India at a rate 
below cost of production? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 




(b) Have Oovernment any information as to what quantities are in- 
volved in case of such imports ? 

(6) Do Government realise the serious consequences to the indigenous 
sugar industry resulting from such dumping activities of foreign countries V 

(d) Do Government propose to take any special steps immediately with 
a view to prevent the dumping uf importt?d sugar on the Indian markets 
and, if so, what? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (aj, (/>), (c) and (d). Government 
arc aware of thi* report of intended import atioiis of Jlussiun sugar into 
India. I'hcir information is that business has so f.ar been done in a con“ 
signmenL of about tons, which is expected to reach India next 

iiioiith. The price at which ibis (ransaction is reportt^d to have taken 
place is slightly below the current price for Java sugar, hut (lovernmentf 
have no information regarding the relation which this price hears to tho 
cost of pr<xhi(dion in Hussia. OovcTiunent do not proposi^ to take any 
steps in the matter immediately, but 1 would remind (he Honourable Mem- 
ber that the question of jjrott^ctinn to (lie* Indian sugar industry is now 
uiult.‘r examination by tlie Tariff Board. 

Lala H&ri Raj Swarup: Will Government be pleas(‘d to state for how 
long has this Bejwrt bceir^inder examination by the Tariff Board? 

The Honourable Sir GeJbge Rainy: I do not rec'ollect. but 1 think the 
referen(a‘ was made last spring. 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup: Will tlu» Goveriirnenl bt; pleased to invite the 
attention of tli(3 Tariff Board and ask tlnuii to submit tlicir Bc[)ort at an 
early date in vit'w of tht', low prices of sugarcane? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Certainly, Sir; tlic Tafiff Board arc 
fully sensible of the inqxatanee of llu; early submission of their Report 
and are doing their best to let tlie Government of India have their Report 
at the earliest possible date. 

Mr. B, Das: Is there any (diaiice of that llepori being discussed by this 
House in this session? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Ills dinkmlt io say, Rir. 

Income-Tax on Interest of Provincial Loans. 

210. *Lala Hari Raj Swarup; {a) Will Government be pleased to state 
on what occasions and in what amounts income-tax has been charged from 
the Pnwincial Governments of (he United Provinces and Bombay on their 
tax-free loans? 

(6) Was the contribution discontinued for some years? If so, why 
has it been re-imposed? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Under tho terms of tho notifi* 

cations relating io tlK\se loans, the interest on the loans is not liable to 
income-tax but the Provincial Governments pay to the Government of 
India the amount of income-tax thereon. Information as to the amounts 
paid each year is being collected and will be furnished to the Honourable 
Member in due course. 

(b)Tfae contribution has not been discontinued. 
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Provincial Legislation re Land Revenue Settlements and Jrbiga- 

WON Rates. 

211. ’^Lala Hari Ba] Swaiup: (a) What is the present position with 
regard to the measures that were directed to be taken by the Joint 
Parliamentary (’onnnittc'e on reforms in J919 £01 the enactment of legis- 
lation in tli(j provinces to fix the ])riiiciplos of land revenue settlements 
aind irrigation rales and to bring them within the purview of the Legis- 
lature? 

(h) What aro tho provinces which Jiave noi yet passed legislation in 
this behalf and wliy? 

(c) Have the (Juvcnimcnt of India urged the necessity of passing these 
<‘.nactnients OJi the Proviueial Goverumcnls which liave not yet passed, 
these Acts, lad'oiv. IIk; advent of next reforms? 

The .Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: (a) and (h). 
hiffect has aln.‘ady been given to the ii'commendauons of the eJoinI Parliji 
ineJ)iarv Committee in tlie Pimjah, llie l.niled Provinces and the CeTitrjij 
Provinces:. I uoiild refer the Jlonourahle Meml)er io tlie ie-gislatiou 
roceniJy ('u acted in those j>rovin(*es, fnnn wliieh it will be seim that ino 
visions r(!garding tin; pilch of as.sessmcnl, limitaiioii of enliancemciit, aju.l 
diiraiion of h'meiil . liave all now been cml)odii‘.{l in law and are nol 
left I0 b(! regulaied by rules. Lcgislalion on the sni)jo(it has also recenl;l\ 
been ]):itsed by I lie Assam fjogislalive (’uuiicil. but. has nol ^v;*t vecadved 
Ihe assent* of Lis Excellency the (joverm.r. Similai* hvjislation is iintba 
(!Otisiderali(jn it*. iJoinbay, and Die ni;eessarv Pill will be inhudueed ini) 
the local Jiegishdj've (.-oinudl in due (oiirse. 'Pbe ]>rohle,ms ol Piirnia ditfe!’ 
from lliosi' wbiclj coidVont JiOcal (lovi’rmncnlr-. Iji tlie rest of ih'itish India 
and th(* ].iO(‘al Cfjveriimenl. hav(‘ n()l x't found thfU' 'elves in a position fa 
intnnliM'e legi'~d.‘*tion on the, lin^s propo'^ed. As rt'ga.rds Madras, I would 
reder th(^ .Monourable Memla.* to tiui repl^ I Imv-* giV' U in Divcmi Bidiadia 
'r. Panga.(‘hariar s <pi<‘.siiou No. 80 . i siiouKl add, for (he, information ol 
ilie Jlonourabh' Mcnil'cr, thal the Joiui Pariimnentary Commitlee mad,* 
no reiercmc'.e If) irri-Calion rales. 

(r) I Wfiuld nder thf' I lononr.able a'ii iijbcr i... my n‘])ly to part (h) ol‘ 
Paja Sir Vasu(ic.*va Pajah’s (]ncstion No. ‘lo. 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup: is the Uononrfdde Member aware that I hr 
II. P. CoveiniiK’nt; fin'sented u Hill bi'fore tlie IJ. P. Lcgts!ati\f 
Council in 19-25 lo bring Hu; regnlaiifui of irrigation ratios under pin 

viow of IIk', I aiul Hio Mi'uiiiof in clisirgo of the Bill stiilc-'l 

in 111.- ()l)j(cls Miifl lioMsoin^ tltHl ilio liill Inid licon brmu'ht forward m 
ootnpliiiTKro willi Uic nicoinmcudalioiis of lliu Joint I’.arliamentary Corn- 
mii.too on lIcfonuK? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: No. 

Rah, W .AY COMPAKtIOS nEMAINlNO TO be PlTROirASEn BY THE STATE. 

212. *Lala Hari Raj Swarup: («) Wlmt am ibe names of r.Tilway liii'S 
vvbich rotnnin to bo t.aken over by Govemraent? 

<6) Wlien arc tboy duo to be taken over? 

(c) What are Ibc amounts of money required to be paid in each case? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: T place a statement on the table givinp; the 
required inforiuation. It will i)e seen that in most instances the purchase 
price cannot be stated with accuracy at present. 
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Date on which option | Approximate purchase Remarks (showing how purchase price 
Serial Railways. ' to purchase may be I price where it can be is fixed). 

'N’o- exercised. I ascertained. 




43 Ahmadpur-Katwa . • . Slat March 1948 . . 26 times average net earnings during last 

3 years subject to a maximum of 120 
per cent, of total Capital expenditure and 
a minimum of such Capital expenditure. 



Bankura JDamodar Kiv€*r . • \ 31st March 1947 
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ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE HEDJAZ. 

Mr, President : I have lo inform the House that the following five Mem. 
bers have been elected to the Standing Committee on Pilgrimage to the 
Hedjaz, namely: 

1. Haji Ghaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

2. Kunwar Hajee Ismail AH Khan. 

3. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon. 

4. Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha. 

5. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad. 


APPOINTMENTS TO THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: I have also to inform Honourable Members that I have 
appointed Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer to the Library 
'Committee of the Indian Legislature. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : With your 
permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the probable course of 
Government business in the week beginning the 2nd February. The days 
appointed for Government business arei Monday, the 2nd, and Wednesday, 
the 4th. 

The first business on Monday the 2nd, will be the conduct of the elec- 
tions for the Committee to examine the Report of the Tariff Board on the 
salt industry and to the Standing Committee on Roads. 

The legislative programme will be as follows: 

Motions will bo made to take into consideration and, if those motions 
are accepted, to pass the following Bills: 

A Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, for certain 
purposes. 

A Bill further to amend the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, for 
a certain purpose. 

A Bill further to amend the Auxiliary Force Act, 1920, for a certain 
purpose. 

A Bill to make special provision for the administration of the port 
of Vizagapatam. 

A Bill to give effect in British India to the treaty for the limitation 
and reduction of naval armament; and 

A Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for a 
certain purpose. 

Motions will be made to refer to Select Committee the following Bills: 

A Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the gold 
thread industry in British India. 

( 410 ) 
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A Bill to provide for the modification of certain import duties relat- 
ing to the fostering and development of the steel industry in 
British India; and 

A Bill to define and amend the law relating to partnership. 

So much of this programme as is not completed on Monday the 2nd, will 
be taken on Wednesday, the 4th. 

Members are already aware that Tuesday the 3rd and Thursday the 
5tih have been allotted for the transaction of non-official business. 


JiE&OLUTION RE AMENDMENT OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ELECTOEAL EULES. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Eural): 
Sir, I move the following Eesolution that stands in my name. It reada 
thus : 


“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he may be 
pleased to amend rules 11 (8), 12 (2) and 14 (1) of the Legislative Assembly Electoral 
Rules in such a way as to make it clear that there should be no poll in cases where 
candidates in a constituency withdraw their candidature at any time before election, 
leaving a candidate or a number of candidates equal to the number of seat or seats tO' 
be filled by that constituency. “ 

Sir, there has been a great deal of hardship to many candidates in the 
past on account of ambiguity in the existing rules. As far as these rules 
are concerned, they leave a great deal of doubt in the mind of the candi- 
date when he stands for election, and he is also faced with a number of 
difficulties which suddenly appear before him on account of tho ambiguity 
in the rules. Sir, these rules allow a candidate to withdraw, but the 
withdrawal is considered to be ineffective if it takes place after the next 
day after the scrutiny. It means that the candidate, wlio lias actually 
withdrawn and who does not want to contest an election, is still in the 
field and the voters are allowed to vote in his favour, although he does 
not want anybody to vote for him. There is another anomaly in this. Sir, 
that a candidate who is left by himself in a constituency has to go through 
all the procedure of an election, incur unnecessary expenditure, put the 
voters to unnecessary hardship, drag them from their homes and bring 
them to the polling booths. The Government too have to incur unneces- 
sary expenditure and botheration by spending money, sending polling 
officers to the polling stations, and in other ways incurring public ex- 
penditure. All these difficulties occur on account of the ambiguity in these 
rules. I do not know where these rules came from or how they were 
framed. Probably the framers of these rules did not pay much attention 
to all these possible difficulties with which the candidates would be faced. 
Nobody knows about these difficulties when they stand for election in tho 
first instance, but in actual practice all these difficulties appear, and these 
are all due to the ambiguity in the existing rules. It is not only my own 
experience, but it is the experience of several Members of the Assembly 
and they have to enact a farce on many occasions. The easiest way for 
me to convince the House will be by taking up my own case and illustrat- 
ing to the House where the difficulty lies and how it should be removed. 
In my case, the date of scrutiny was the 4th September, 1930, and the 
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date of election, 26th September. According to the rules, a candidate 
who has got himself nominated should at the latest, withdraw on the 
^'th by 3 o’clock, that is, the next day after the scrutiny, and if he withdrew 
his candidature after that date, that would bo ineffective so far as polling 
was concerned, that is, if he did not want to have any votes recorded in 
his favour. But the constituency was at liberty to go and vote for him. 
Although T was the only candidate, still arrangements had to be made 
for polling stations so that the voters might come and vote for anybody 
they liked. On the 5th September, thcrci was a local holiday in Agra; the 
6th was a gazetted holiday, and the 7tli was a Sunday. The candidate, 
who knew that the Beturning Officer was the District Magistrate, could 

not attend his office owing to the local holiday on the 5th, aud neither 

of the candidates knew that the power of receiving withdrawals had been 
delegated hy the Beturning Officer to a Treasury Officer, because the 
Treasury was open on the day when there was no gazetted holiday. You 
cannot expect a candidate to go about searching and enquiring whether 
there was delegation of this power to anybody else or not. Naturally 
when he found that the office of the District Magistrate was closed on 
that day, the earliest date on which the withdrawal could be made was 
the 8th September. By that time, the candidate standing again^it 
me, learning that all the influential persons of the constituency 
were on my side, had decided that he would not stand and incur unneces- 
sary expenditure, and would try and save his Bs. 500, which he had paid 
as security. Ho went and filed his withdrawal on the 8th September 
under the impression that it was quite effective. But he was told by 
the office of the District Magistrate that this was quite ineffective and 
that the election must take place. T went to Agra and T learnt also that 
the withdrawal was ineffective. Thereupon, I went and saw the District 

Magistrate and had a talk with him. He asked me, “Who else besides 

you is in the field?”. T said, “Nobody else except myself; he has with- 
drawn”. “There can be no election. You are the only candidate left m 
the constituency, and how can there be any election?”, he said. I said, 
“But your office tells me that there will be an election”. He said, “But 
I am not bound by their view. T must exercise my own discretion”. 
T said “Yes, that is a sensible discretion and there can be no election”. 
On this understanding I returned to my place from Agra, and when I 
reached my home, the first thing I got was a letter from the returning 
officer which was waiting for me and had arrived that very morning. I 
will read out what this letter says : 

“I regret to inform you that on con.sulting the instructions of Government on the 
subject of election. I find that the withdrawal of Saiyid Athar is not valid and cannot 
be effective to obviate polling,** 

After T had left my constituency only the day before, I had to go back 
to it owing to this letter. The view which the District Magistrate had 
taken before in my presence was the most sensible one, and it ought to 
have been the law, and not the incorrect procedure as laid down in the 
instructions of Government. On the lOth I had to return back to my 
constituency. I knew for certain, and I had a talk with the candidate, 
and he told me that he was not going to stand at all, and that, as he 
had withdrawn he was not going to bother himself about it. He had let 
■eveiybody know that he was not going to be in the field and that he 
was not going to poll any votes for himself. 



AMENDMENT OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTORAL RULES. 4i3 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajsliahi Division ; Muhammadan Rural) : Then why 
did be stand? (Laughter.) What was the reason of his withdrawal? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: As it happened, I saw the District 
Magistrate and I was told that all the 120 polling stations in my con- 
stituency would be managed and that people would be sent to those 
stations, which meant an unnecessary expenditure when the Government 
had come to know eighteen clear days, in advance of the withdrawal of 
my rival. The interval was not a day or two; he withdrew on the 8th 
a)id the election was to take place on the 26th; and that left a clear 
margin of 18 days. But the instructions of the U P. Government were 
ns follows: 

‘‘Withdrawals after the lime prescribed must be disregarded for all purposes, namely, 
they will not prevent polling, and, consequently, should not be reported to Superinten- 
dent, Government Press,” 

According to these instructions, the returning officer was obliged to con- 
duct the election. The })ai)ers had to be printed; arrangements at all the 
120 polling stations had to be made; Government officers had to be sent 
there; the routine work of (.TOvermnent had to be suspended, and there 
had to be a general holiday in the constituency. The public were put to 
unnecessary botheration, public money was wasted, and public officers 
were put to the inconvenience of travelling to different polling stations, 
probably recording no votes at all at the polling booths. They had to sit 
there from morning till evening doing nothing and ^absolutely not seeing 
I he face of anybody to go and poll there. That was the result 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Cliittagong and Rajshnhi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
hural) : Did he foHeit liis deposit money? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Yes. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is that not a check on these frivolous candidates? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Yes, that is what I am coming to. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: My Honourable friend is very sympathetic, 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: As there w^as liberty for anybody to 
record his vote, although my rival candidate had withdrawn and was not 
standing at all, supposing I had sat down at home and only about four 
or five votes had been cast in my favour and a few more votes had been 
east in favour of my opponent, then the result would have been that, 
although he had w ithdrawn, he would have been declared elected and not 
myself. But as a matter of fact, to protect myself against this contin- 
gency, I had to see that my agents were present at all the big polling 
stations — of course it was unnecessary to go to polling stations where 
Iherc w’ere only a small number of votes recorded — ^to ask people there 
to come and record their votes in order that I might not be taken by 
surprise somewhere else. Although I got more than 900 votes, still for 
my opponent, although he had withdrawn his candidature, there were 
seventeen people who came and recorded their votes. Suppose I had 
1 •> V polled only four or five votes in one place, then the result 

-NOON. ^.Quld have been that 17 votes would- have got him elected and 
not me. That is the ambiguity of the rules. It happens that in some 
places a candidate does not want to contest an election and does not 
want to forfeit his Rs. 500 de]fosit money. He goes to the other caiMidate 
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and says, “If you pay me Es. 500, I won't poll in my own favour". If 
that man is willing to pay, then it will invalidate his election as it 
comes under corrupt practice. The other method is that the retiring 
candidate asks the other candidate to take the whole arrangement 
in his hand and poll at least one-eighth votes In his favour. That 
will mean an absolute farce. There is no proper election. Government 
are incurring a lot of expenditure. For what purpose? The candidate 
in the field gets seven votes and his rival gets one vote. This 
has happened in many cases. The whole farce has got to be enacted 
in the whole constituency in order to save Es. 500 of the man 
who has withdrawn and in a constituency where there are 123 polling 
stations, you can imagine the trouble to the people in the rural area. 
They have to come from a distance of six or seven miles after stopping 
their work on the farms. Without any rhyme or reason these people are 
put to unnecessary botheration. These rules must be changed in order 
to save public money and to avoid inconvenience to all concerned, in order 
to save the election from becoming a farce. I do not want to go into 
many details. I think what I have said is sufficient to convince this 
Honourable House that there ought to be a great change in the rules. 
There is going to be a new constitution and there will be new rules framed 
and certain committees will have to go through all these things. My in- 
tention in tabling this Eesolution was that the matter should be on record 
and it should be for the guidance of the committee which may frame the 
rules in future. The Committee will have to inquire into the defects in 
the Working of the present rules so that there may not be any hardship 
later on. With these words I move my Eesolution. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, I have had considerable experience of elections 
even before the advent of my Honourable friend in this House. 
It has become customary in the country for the so-called public* 
men to stand as candidates for election with a view to make 
money and leave the constituency in the lurch. My friend has put 
his case before the Assembly and I have thus got a golden 
opportunity to give him a suitable reply. I do not think I came here 
to make a speech nor did I read the text of the Eesolution, but I have 
had the pleasure of hearing him at great length and I shall make a few 
remarks for the guidance of the Government before they compile their 
new set of rules under the Simon Commission’s proposals. In every 
constituency nowadays, we find candidates submitting their nomination 
papers. Those nomination papers have to^be scrutinised on a certain day, 
and after the scrutiny is held by the Eeturning Officer, 24 hours’ time U 
given to the candidate to choose whether he will stand or not and find 
out whether his purse is long enough to fight the battle, or whether h(* 
will retreat. In these 24 hours the life of the candidate becomes miserable. 
Unnecessary persons come into the field- without knowing the art of speak- 
ing and without knowing what to do and saying to the candidates, “If you 
give me so much I shall retire in your favour'". Here is a friend of mine 
sitting behind me proposing this Eesolution. In his province probably 
there is not so much corruption. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: I am glad there is no corruption in my 
province. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: The population of Muslims is scattered in his province 
and they are very few indeed. My friend had only 120 polling stations. 

I have had the honour of representing a constituency in this Assembly 
for the last 11 years, in which there are as many as 516 polling stations 
and no less than 20,000 to 30,000 voters to vote; and if I count three or 
four votes from each polling station of my friend from Meerut, he will 
find about 360 or 480 votes, and that is the constituency ho represents. 
(Laughter.) If he will allow me, I shall place the whole matter before 
the House. Then, Sir, the struggle of 24 hours is not limited, because 
there will probably be more than one in the field; for instance, one of 
the richest of men, a totally unfit person in comparison with the original 
candidate, (Hear, hear.) is approached, and he says, “My vote will bo 
for Es. 5,000“. Now suppose you, gentlemen, come here and support 
me and write out a pamphlet like this — that 1 am a more worthy person 
than probably Sir Abdur Rahim (Hear, hear.), who, you know, may not pay 
even a thousand rupees, what is the good of my paying you Es. 5,000? 
I would say, “Kindly, two of you gentlemen, write a good pamphlet and 
circulate it at your cost throughout the constituency that I, such a^d such, 
will be the rightful person to be voted for”. What happens then? My 
conviction, Sir, is — and T am as much a lover of my community as anybody 
else — that this proposal should not be accepted. I do not know how. my 
Honourable friend experienced any difficulties. I have respect for him, 
and I take it for granted that he has come here without tlj.e use of any 
illegal processes. (Laughter.) I take it for granted also that there is 
nothing behind my friend's intention in giving notice of a Resolution to 
the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly. Probably he thinks in his 
case it is quite right; that he had to undergo certain difficulties and in- 
conveniences; but iny friend is not realizing the situation of the other 
places and the undesirability of undesirables submitting nominations for 
election, and then withdrawing unnecessarily everything except the 
interests of their owm, acting against the public policy, taking bribes from 
the opponents and having their withdraw^al declared on i*eceiving a large 
amount of money. That being so, it is undesirable that the (lovernment 
should come forward to amend rule 11 or rule 11 (3). 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: It is rule 11 (8). 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I thought it was fresh in my mind, — only three months 
ago I was concerned. However, it does not matter. Well, if a man does 
not withdraw within 24 hours after the last scrutiny, tlicn the election 
will be held. I know ^e difficulties of getting so many polling stations 
and polling officers to preside over those stations to record the votes are 
great; that the system is costly; and that Government do incur some cost 
in connection therewith. There is no doubt about that, but what about 
a candidate who has got a little money and who is not a worthy person, 
as I illushraied in one case, asking, say, Sir Abdur Rahim? He is not 
going to pay but his rival is paying say Rs. 5,000 to A, B and C, and they 
are willing to circulate a pamphlet in favour of the undesirable man. Hov 
will he stop that? I shall be glad if he will give mo answer. He has 
got a reply to make I suppose after the closure, and J shall be delighted 
to hear if he can give any specific reasons in reply to the points I am 
raising against his Resolution. If the Government allow even another 
24 hours, up to the 8th of September, my friend may say that on account 
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of the liolidays the eouils were closed on the 0th and 7th, and on the 8th 
or on the following day of opening, probably my friend might explain 
the position to the Magistrate who is the lleturning Officer, who hears at 
first sight that he is the only candidate, that is, the Mover of the lieso- 
lution, and that tlie other candidate has withdrawn. Well, he is prob- 
ably a righi-mirifled Magistrate or Returning Officer, and 1 probably should 
have done the same thing, but unfortunately, I have had to undergo diffi- 
c\ilties and have ])robably, as a result of that little bit of experience, grown 
grey, y h'lnghter.) Fn that ease the Magistrate, who will probably become 
a high (officer a few days after, might say, '‘No, the rule is quite right, 
and the election must he lield”. Moreover, Sir, I should like, for the 
sake of safety and for the preservation of the rules, that they should be 
followed properly, and tliat tlua'c should be aiided — 1 am not giving notice 
of any amendinenl — a clause should bo added to rule II that in the case 
of withdrawal, tlie Eetnrning Officer will have? the option or discretion 
to cntei’ into the question whether the candidates withdrawing were the 
light candidates and were justified in withdrawing; wliotlier any reasons 
are shown as to why tliey stood and why they were withdrawing; that 
sort of reason should bt* slated there. TF that is done, this sort of illegality 
and this sort of difficulty tliat is put up against the tdeeiion of the right 
men, so that many people now-n-days persist in this corrupt habit, will not 
occur, and tliat is the reason why I think my friend should put in a 
clause that, instead of removing the clause .... 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, I am not removing any clause from 
the Bill. I only suggest that the ambiguity should bo removed by Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: There is no ambiguity. The ambiguity, if there is any, 
can be removed in the way 1 have suggested. Otherwise, you have a 
system under which undesirables come here, accept money and ask a 
constituency, the majority of whom are in the mofussil, wherefrom my 
friend comes, and who are Jed by mauJanas and maulvies, which latter 
are trying now-a-djiys to conic forward to stand as candidates, to vote for 
such and such persous. JSir, many of the latter class I had an opportunity 
fo see in the year 1921 and later also. None of them are here in the 
Assembly today, and the cause of reform is advancing in this country, and 
the amelioration of those difficulties is steadily pfoceeding, so that better 
men are now-a-days coming to the Assembly, representing tlie people and 
the constituencies properly. 1 do not think, unless the rule is repealed 
on better lines than those my friend has suggested, any improvement 
of the system and of the ruleg of election to this Assembly or anywhere 
else will ensue. I, Sir, having undergone a lot of difficulties and bother- 
ation in connection with these election tactics, since the Minto-Morley 
Eeforms, oppose the proposal, tooth and nail (Laughter), of my friend 
behind. Sir, he has said that the rule is absurd. I do not think there 
is any absurdity in the rules at all. If he had enlarged it a little more 
by extending the time by even another 24 hours after the scrutiny \yas 
over for* the withdrawal, I suppose there would have been a larger amount 
involved and an increment of the amount which one person bids against 
the otl^r. That being so, Sir, I oppose the Eesolution very strongly. 
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JCr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur curw Orissa: 
^luhammadan) : Sir, I think, it will not be out of order if 1 place before 
the House my personal experience. I and Mr. Ali Hassan Khan, Bar.-at- 
Law, were the two candidates for the Patna and Chota Nagpur cum 
Orissa constituency. After the scrutiny, Mr. Ali Hassan Khan, Bar.-at- 
Law, decided to withdraw. Sir, Patna is hundred of miles off from Kanchi, 
and the lieturning Officer of my constituency was at Eanchi, and so Mr. 
Ali Hassan Klum submitted his withdrawal petition to the Elxtra Beturn- 
ing Officer, that is the District Magistrate of Patna, within the time. Sir, 
nil account of some office work, the Extra Be turning Officer could not 
wire the petition to the Beturning Officer in time, and the withdrawal 
petition reached the Beturning Officer an hour late. On account of this, 
the Beturning Officer did not accept the withdrawal petition and announced 
that a poll should take place. Sir, the attention of the Beturning Officer 
was drawn to the regulation regarding the election in Bihar and Orissa, 
and he was requested to ask the proper authority for the interpretation in 
regard to the power of an Extra Beturning Officer. Unfortunately the 
Returning Officer asked the Local Government, and the reply was that 
this question should be asked of the Central Government as it was for the 
Assembly election. He was again requested to ask the proper authorities, 
that is, the ("entral Govominent, but he did not decide to ask the Govern- 
ment of India for interpretation. He replied to me that 1 might ask if 
[ wanted. By that tinje the polling day was near at hand and the poll 
took place with a heavy loss to botli the candidates, and the public also 
suffered a great deal of trouble. Sir, what is the benefit of forcing an 
election when the candidate does not decide to contest ? All these troubles 
Averc due to the fact that the Avithdrawal petition reached the Beturning 
Officer an hour late. With these words, T support the Besolution of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, that there. should be some amend- 
ment of the rules. 

Ba|a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, I most • heartily support the Besolution as 
moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan. I was exactly in the 
same boat as himself. Besides the trouble that he had enumerated, 
there are one or two other matters which took place in this election. As 
the House is aware, there was a general election this time and in the 
constituency where I had polled, we had an election for the local Legislative 
Council, and where the Assembly voters numbered about 500 , the local 
Legislative Council voters were about 2,000. That was one booth. Another 
booth was the Muhammadan constituency, a third was the Indian Christian 
constituency and the fourth was the Legislative As.sembly constituency. 
The Government deputed only one man to record the votes in all these 
four booths. So alternately people were passed in to record the votes, 
and when it came to my agent to get my votes recorded, he was told, 
“What does it mater; you can wait. The other candidate has withdrawn**. 
With the result that in booth after booth there was trouble for my agent, 
and it was with very great difficulty that I was able to get my votes 
recorded. Another reason for my saying this vras because of two circum- 
stances. The one was an attempt by the opposing candidate — I do not 
know if he did it himself or somebody else did it on his account — to save 
f>r recover his deposit , and in order to do this some persons began to work 
fcr him. More than that, there was the blackmailer behind the booth, 
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who said to every voter, ‘'Don’t believe that anybody has withdrawn; you 
go and vote for the other man”. If the agent is out for getting the voters, 
that will give the blackmailer the chance of his life and the master is left 
alone. He tells this voter, “Don’t you believe that the other candidate 
has withdrawn. That man is simply trying to humbug you”. In that 
way, I had to fight this election between two fires. I cannot understand 
what trouble there is. If even the withdrawal had takfen place 24 hours 
before the polling, the candidate’s name at least must have been struck 
off from the list, even though arrangements had gone far. If the Govern- 
ment or the Beturning Officer might give intimation to the polling officer 
that the candidate’s name as already printed in the list might at least 
be struck off, the people would come to know that there was no one else. 
The result was that I had to spend a lot of money. I believe the other 
candidate also, although ho said he had withdrawn, had to spend a lot 
of money not only in populous places but in out of the w-ay places also 
where there was a chance of all sorts of coiTuption going on. I therefore 
very strongly support the Besolution and urge that some via media must 
be found out whereby, if there has been a withdrawal, there should be 
no polling at all. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Sir, a good deal of personal experience has been communicated to the 
House, and Honourable Members have relied on personal reminiscences 
more than legal arguments in support of this Besolution. Unfortunately, 
I have no personal experience to offer. My seat was contested and 
nobody was desiring to withdraw from the contest. Therefore, I can very 
seriously look at the legal aspect of the question involved in this pro- 
position. The proposition before the House is shortly this. First of ali, 
there is the nomination of candidates. Twenty-four hours after, there is 
the scrutiny of these nomination papers. After the scrutiny, there is a 
period of tw'enty-four hours allowed for withdrawals, which in lay language 
means that if a person withdraws within tliat period of 24 hours, he gets 
his deposit back. If he withdraws after that period and any time up to 
the date of polling, then he forfeits that deposit. Therefore it may so 
happen, as it did happen in the last election, that from the time up to 
which the withdrawal is permitted, up to the date of polling, there was 
an interval of 15 days or more. Then there are candidates in the field 
who would like to withdraw, but they will not withdraw^ because they 
would forfeit the deposit. Ordinarily w’e find there are a number of people 
who would like to have a run for their money and they are very serious 
as candidates, but for others this difficulty comes in. The question of 
forfeiting their deposit is dangling before their eyes, and so they remain 
in the field. A kind of mock election, so to speak, takes place. The real 
voting goes to one person and he might be quite sure of getting in. But 
here is the second candidate, also o. third candidate and these people, 
though they are willing to withdraw, yet would not withdraw because 
they would forfeit their deposit; otherwise they would be keen on with- 
drawal. 


My. K. Ahmed: Then why should they stand at all? 
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Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Perhaps my Honourable friend will be 
4 *ble to say why* Perhaps to xnake money or things of that kind. If 
there is a chance of making money, they would like to make money, 
plus Bs. 500 deposit whinh they first made. I quite appreciate the senti< 
ments underlying the proposition of my Honourable Mend, Mr, Ahmed. 
My Honourable friend thinks that blackmailers would be in the field, 
and his complaint is that there will be more attempts for making money. 
All the same I am not prepared to go the whole hog with my Honourabie 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, that, right up to the date of election, quite up 
to the date of polling, a man should be at liberty to withdraw, for then 
the sum would be much larger. The unscrupulous man will have a large 
margin to make money by blackmailing. This period of 24 hours is much 
too short. We are thus left in this predicament. Within 24 hours, this 
man drops out from the contest. If not, the serious candidate is pestered, 
and the whole machinery of election is pestered. I can assure you, though 
not from my own personal experience, but from the experience of many 
others who have been in the field that not all of them were out for making 
money. It was not in the interest of anybody to have the election. So 
if this man withdrew seriously, say a few days before the election, say 
three or four days after the scrutiny, he would not put everybody to the 
trouble of having this farce of an election gone through. I would therefore 
submit that it is because this rule 11 (8) gives only a period of 24 hours 
after the scrutiny — the period is much too short an interval for between 
this period and the date of election there arc at times several weeks 
elapsing — it is because of this that many people, who would otherwise like 
to drop out, cannot drop out from the contest. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Then wliv not move for an extension of 48 hours instead 
of 24? 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: My friend opposite is very meticulous 
ill apportioning time. I am not so niggardly in that line. I will say 
that wc may allow something like a week, unless of course the period of 
polling is very much shoi*f.er. As a reasonable period, something like a 
week may be allowed within >vhich withdrawals may take place. At 
present this rule is liable to cause unnecessary inconvenience, and black- 
mailing is not prevented. I therefore support this Besolution. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab: Sjikh): Sir, I rise to 
endorse every word of Mr. Ahmad and I think he has put the position more 
clearly than the other 3 ide. Just as there is danger of anarchy being 
the order of the day if the British troops leave India today, corruption 
shall be the order of the day in the elections if we amend the rules in 
the manner Mr. Yamin Khan wants us to do. This year I fought three 
elections and I succeeded, and I have a good deal of experience in the 
matter. If we amend the rules in that manner, every Tom, Dick and 
Harry will stand and file his nomination paper, just depending on tlie 
chance of making some money out of the bargain and upto the very 
end the constituents will also be in a dilemma. The period of 24 hours 
is quite enough, because the time between the nominations and the 
scrutiny is also about two or three days, and the day of nominations is 
appointed about three weeks beforehand. So every person has suflBcient 
time to make up his mind whether he is fit to stand, whether there is any 
chance for him in the election and whether he will be elected. In these 
circumstances, I think it is far better that the rules should stand as 
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they. ! sfre. - 1 personally would like to have a rule that there should he 
na withdrawal and only those people should stand who have a mind ?o 
contest the election. Otherwise it will he making a farce of these things, 
•and it will not be a good record for this Assembly to allow it. With these 
•remarks, I beg to oppose the Resolution. 

Lala Bri] Kishore* (Lucknow Division: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Bitv 
with your kind permission, 1 would like to say a few words in support of 
this Resolution. This Resolution, though on the face of it, it appears 
to be simple, implies an important change in the Election Rules. As 
at i^resent provided by rule 11 (8) of the Legislative Assembly Electoral 
Rules, only 24 hours are allowed to the candidate to withdraw himself, 
from the day appointed by the J^oeal Government for the scrutiny of 
nominations. This Resolution takes away such limit of time. It dis- 
penses with a good deal of trouble and waste of time and energy, which 
would otherwise be caused to the candidate wdio was very earnest in seeking 
liis election to the Assembl\ . It also does away w'ith a good deal of 
tactics and underhand dealings sometimes displayed by the candidate who 
w-Hiits to get the upper hand in the election, by putting his rival cjindiclato 
or candidates in a delusion and under a false impression that he has 
withdrawn from the contest, while really in his heart of hearts he was 
trying to secure the scat in the Assembly for himself. The existing elec- 
tion rules are defective, inasmuch as a candidate may falsely give Out 
to the public that he lias withdrawn, by submitting his withdrawal! of 
his candidtiture a little after the time speciticd for that purpose. The 
remaining candidate or candidates feel that there w'ould he no actual 
polling for the candidate who has withdrawn beyond the formalities 
obsferv(*d by the idcclion rules. They consequently slacken their efforts, 
while the clever candidate who has technically withdrawn himself keeps 
.1 numbiir of voters in reserve* to take their rival candidate or candidates 
by surprise near the close of the polling. He thus secures a highev 
number of voles than his rival candidate or candidates. Thus, this 
candidate gets the scat without much effort. Such and other similar 
instances will amply prove that the present election rules are defective. 

T do not see any reason wdiy such a defective procedure should be 
adopted simply for the observance of technical formalities of the election 
rules, when the candidate has given out that ho has really wdtlidraw^n 
himself. Eurther, I sec no reason why the returning officers and other 
persons in charge of the polling should be put to any further trouble, 
when once the candidate, has withdrawn. To quote my owm instance, Rai 
Bahadur Triloki Nath Bluirgava, who is at present a Member of this 
Assembly., w'anted to contest the scat wdth me from the Lucknow Division. 
Later on he chose to represent another constituency. As he was late in 
submitting his withdrawal only by a few minutes, his application for 
withdrawal w^as rejected by the Returning Officer. To quote another 
instance of my province, of my friend, Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Bagtia, the 
present Member, In spite of his avowed public declaration in the news- 
papers that he had really withdrawn in favour of Mr. Hoon, his rival 
candidate, the latter was put to a lot of trouble in organising the polls 
at various places in his large constituency. Such and other similar 
drawbacks exist in the present rule sought to be amended by the Mover 
of this Resolution. 
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1 am no doubt conscious that a candidate, in order to Ijarass his 
rival candidate or candidates, may up to the last moment persist iu 
keeping his nomination if he is assured that he will get back his deposit. 
This drawback can easily be removed by carefully modifying rule 12 (2) 
so as to give him as little margin as possible for withdrawing his deposit. 

Mr. Ooswami H. B. Puri (Central Provinces : Landholders) : Sir, I 
am not going to take much of your valuable time, but 1 rise to oppose 
the Resolution. My friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, has put before us various 
so-called drawbacks and he thinks that, if these are removed, 
tilings will be all rigid in future. Rut the period of 24 

Jionrs is not the only period wliieli candidates are allowed. 

Nomination papers are submitted, and after that scrutiny takes place., 
(generally after three or four days. Candidates have thus sufficient time 
to decide whether to make a serious contest or not, and in that case even 
this period of 24 hours is more tliau sufficient. We know that in certain 
constituencies there are more than five hundred polling stations 
and there is a likelihood of candidates being sol up by ilifferent parties, 
ill order t(^ get somci money from the rival partv or parties; uul every 
arrangement will have to be made for all this polling in case ilie rule is 
extended as desired by Mr. Yamin Khan. Then in the nick of time if a 
eandidate withdraws, all the efforts of the other candidates and of the 
(joveriirnent officers will bo of no use. So I think it is no use passing this 
Resolution. The rules as they stand at prt‘sent are all right and 1 r.trongly 
()])yK>se the Resolution. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Miiham- 
inadan) : Sir, in the first place I should like to eongrapilate my Honourable 
friend, the Mover of this Resolution, for having discarded the back door of 
nomination, and fought a successful election contest. (Applause.) Bui 
T regret to say that his experience has been singularly unfortimato on 
which he has our warm sympathy. Those of us on this side of tlu> H Jiise 
who have had to do much with election contests have not, f am glad to 
say, had such experiences. But I must say tliaf 1 am not very much 
impressed witli (lie arguments which my friend has advanced in snyiyiort 
of his .Resolution. The gist of the rules as at present framed is this ; 
that within the time fixed for the nomination of candidates, each ean- 
didate wili have to deposit a sura of Rs. fiOO along with his nomination 
paper. These nomination papers have got to be scrutinised on a particiilai' 
day fixed by the Local Government, and any candidate wishing to withdraw 
must do so within 24 hours after the time fixed for tlie scrutiny. Any 
withdrawal after that day will be invalid in law, tind the candidate so 
withdrawing will forfeit his deposit money (.Li Honourable .\feinhcr: 
“Not ncccssanly. “) This! submit is a very wholesome check. A candi- 
date who is in" the field must definitely know' at the earliest possible 
moment who are his rival candidates. It sometimes happens that bogus 
ov—I will not say bogus — frivolous candidates sometimes stand. {An 
UonourahJe Member: “Why bogus”.?) Because, Sir, they stand up in 
order sometimes to practise blackmail upon those who really want to 
contest, and later on they withdraw. Now within these 24 hours tliey 
have to make up their minds whether to remain in the field or not. If 
this ppriod is extended, there is a greater chance of the door being left 
open for blackmail. 
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The other argument advanced by my Honourable friend is tliis, that 
if a candidate is not allowed to withdraw after the time fixed under the lalv 
the expenses incurred by the Government in arranging for the election will 
go in vain. This argument, Sir, does not appeal!! to be sound. Suppose a 
candidate withdraws one day before the date fixed for polling. 'The 
Government will have all the same to incur expenditure connected with 
the election. They would have already sent the various officers to the 
different polling stations. The expenses would have already been incurred 
nnd the time of the public officers will have been wasted. Therefore, Sir, 
the rule as it stands at present does not on the whole inflict any undue 
hardship upon the candidates. 1 quite agree with my Honourable friend, 
Lala J. N. Aggarwal, who suggested that this period of 24 hours might 
profitably bo extended. 

Mr. K. Ahmed; Profitably? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh: 1 would therefore, Sir, with your permission, 
like to move a formal amendment. 

Mr. President: As the general feeling of the House is already known, 
I do not think it is necessary to do so now. But if the Honourable 
Member insists upon it, he may please himself. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: If the feeling of the House is that the 
question might wait pending the revision of the rules in connection with 
the constitutional reforms, it is all right. But if it is the desire of the 
House to extend this period of withdrawal beyond 24 hours, I shall be 
quite willing to move a specific amendment to that effect. In this view 
of the matter, I will move that in sub-rule (8) of rule 11 for the words 
'“In the afternoon on the day succeeding that appointed by t^he Local 
Gevernment for scrutiny of nomiiiationa/ ' the following words be sub- 
stituted: “Within three days”; and the Besolution may be amended on 
these linos. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: On a point of order. I think that at 
Ibis stage my Honourable friend should not be allowed to move an amend- 
ment of this kind of which I, as the Mover of the Besolution, had no notice 
whatsoever, because my idea is absolutely different from the criticism 
coming from my Honourable friend, and I am ready to meet his argu- 
ments. He has not understood my Besolution at all. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honom*able Member knows that 
any Member might move an amendment at any time, and when that 
amendment is actually moved any Member may object on the ground 
that two days' clear notice has not been given of that amendment. It 
will then be for the President to decide whether he 'svill allow the amend- 
ment or not. I should in the first place like to know what the amend- 
ment is. The Honourable Member will please put it down on paper and 
hand it over to me. 

(Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh then handed over the amendment to Mr. 
President.) 
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Mr. Gaya Kasad Singh : Sir, my amendment is. to substitute the 
■words * within three days of the day of scrutiny’* for the existing words. 
J should like to make my position clear. 1 do not want to press this 
iimendment if the feeling of the House is against it. 

Mr, President: I take it that the Honourable Member does not wish 
to press the amendment? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: No, Sir; but I oppose the Ilesolutdon. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-official) : I think that the 
Hesolution moved by Mr. Yamin Khan has served two useful purposes, 
i'^irstly, it provided the House with an opportunity to listen to the speech 
of ray Honourable friend, Mr. K. Ahmed. Sometimes when business is 
likely to get very serious or dull such an entertainment as he provides is 
of great value, and 1 congratulate my Honourable friend that he is giving 
up his old i)ractice of putting long supplementary questions for that of 
making speeches, and I hope he will continue it. Secondly, it has also 
given the House an opportunity to hear in very dramatic language the 
tremendous pitfalls that befall those who seek not the backdoor of nomi- 
nation, but force the front door of election. After hearing of the awful 
difficulties that beset my Honourable friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, in his consti- 
tuency — I think he was speaking about his own — and the tons of money 
that it requires to get in by that way and all the various devices and 
snares that one has to meet, I think, after all, it may be easier to get in 
by the back door of nomination. (Tiaughtcr). At all events. Sir, the 
gliastly picture that he has painted of con’uption and other malpractices 
will probably bring the situation before the public eye, before this House 
and to the attention of those who will be framing the new constitution 
before long. I trust that they may, in their wisdom, be able to take 
such stops as will put an end to these malpractices and make it easier for 
candidates to fight an election. 

Now, Sir, I oppose tlic Resolution because I believe that the Honour- 
able the Mover, in his speech demolished as it were his own case by advanc- 
ing arguments which just w’ent to show that the best course would be to 
allow the rules to remain as they are now. For instance, the Mover’s chief 
inconvenience was that he had packed, up his luggage, which I suppose 
must have been very large, and that he hatl gone to Meerut all the way 
from Agra, and he was hoping that since he was unopposed he could re- 
remain in Meerut without worrying about his constituency. Now, Sir. 
1 am quite sure it is the duty of a prospective Member that he should be 
as much as possible within his own constituency and get familiar with 
his voters. My friend considered it a very great hardship that he could 
not enjoy the fleshpots of Meerut and that he had to hurry back to the 
dusty roads of Agra. I am sure, however, that his electors in Agra must 
have enjoyed seeing him a second time though he may not have liked it 
liimself. 

He next mentioned the very great hardshi]) of the rural population of 
his constituency being brought down to the 125 polling stations. Never 
having sought election myself, I do not know how far a polling station is 
situated from the various" villages, but 1 presume it must have been some- 
where within ten or twenty miles from the voters place of residence. Now, 
Sir, democracy has its advantages, but every advantage must entail some 
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responsibility. Moreover, it is all the more valuable if it is gained at some 
•personal cost. It is well known that these rural electors are not very 
much in touch with either the Members they send up, or with their doings; 
and so if they are brought out once from the placid surroundings of their 
villages and taken to the polling booths, it not only gives them a little 
opportunity to see the larger world but also makes them feel that they 
are taking some part in the Government of their own country, and my 
Honourable friend as a public man ought to welcome that opportunity. 
It gave these people a feeling that they at least w^ere connected \vith my 
Honourable friend, that they were sending him to the big House here and 
that they were doing something in the management and Government of 
their country. Tliat is all for the good. If they had not been brought 
away from their places, if this unfortunate man — this candidate had with- 
drawn at the riglit moment — those people would never have come near a 
polling booth ; and not being reading people, they would have known 
nothing about my friend or his doings here or the doings of this House. 
So I think it is all to thc^ good and we should not worry about stopping 
the little outing of these village folk. 


On the other hand, Sir, it seems to me in the picture given by iny 
fri('nd, Mr. K. Ahmed, that candidates should rob be allowed to change their 
minds so often aft(^r th(\v have onee given in their names. But after all. 
Sir, if this ]>artieular gentlcanan had Injen allowed to withdraw after, not 
24 hut 3() liours, it is quite likely that he might have seen the folly of his 
ways and miglit have wanted to get in again ; so, why deprive the poor 
fellow of the privilege of changing his mind a second time? At all events, 
the argument brought up by my friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, does not at fill 
imj)ress one*; this change' would interfere with the whole sclieme of elec- 
tion rules. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: That is why they do not appeal to you. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ghatterjee: Quite right; they do not appeal to me. It 
seems to mo that the best thing would be to leave things as they are. 

Finally, Sir, when we arc going to have a new constitution, the whole 
question is hound to be gone into thoroughly. Whore is the need of con- 
sidering it at this eleventh hour and proposing such a Resolution? 1 
think if the Honourable Mover possesses his soul in patience, by the time 
tlie new constitution is framed and comes into action, he may have rules 
which will be to his satisfaction when he stands again. 


Mr. K. Ahmed: So you oppose the Resolution? Say so. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ghatterjee: Yes, I have said so to begin with. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar (Home Memifcr): Mr. Bresident, 1 
think that T shall not be incorrect in saying that the inconveniences ami 
{mnoyances which the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution and some 
f)ther Honourfible Members have detailed to the House have been listened 
to with a very large measure of attention and sympathy. I hope that 
. none of those gentlemen who have spoken on behalf of the Resolution will 
attrilAite to me on my part any lack of sym[)atliy with their troubles on 
the gfound that T do not deal with the liesolution either in very great 
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detail or at any considerable length. I think that two things have become 
apparent in the course of the debate: firstly, that there was a very genuine 
appreciation that the rules in some cases might operate with undue hard- 
ship in single or isolated instances. I think that was appreciated. But 
1 think it was also appreciated that the whole body of our electoral rules 
constitute a very complex .piece of machinery and that it may be that, if you 
make adjustmehts adapted solely and singly to one particular set of cir- 
cumstances, which after all, to the best of my knowledge, was not one of 
very general experience; if you start making adjustments in this very 
complicated piece of machinery with a view' to meet particular incon- 
veniences, you may create disturbances in other directions which may be 
of an even niorc serious character. Soinotliing of that nature has at any 
7*iite been intimated to the House by some Honourable Members, who 
have spoken and who have not been able to agrc'c to the fullest extent with 
the Honourable the Mover of the liesolulion. 1 must point out that the 
rules tliemselves are very faithfully copied from the corresponding electoral 
rules in the United Kingdom, which have been framed in the light of 
the longest experience of parliamentary institutions that is on record in 
jiiiy (iountry in the world, and therefore if we should precipitately depart in 
any important partifuilar from those tnodels, 1 think tliai this House and 
the (lovernnient ought to be- very fully convinced that they are on perfect- 
ly sound ground in doing so. 

Now, Sir, when T say so much, I do not intend either to criticise or 
indeed to (express any deiinite dissent from the particular remedy which 
has been proposed by Mr. Yamin Khan. Other Honourable Members, 
who have s])oken later, have suggested some other possible ways of 
meeting the particular inconvcnienc(‘s which the Honourable Member and 
those who think with liim have proposed; and I certainly do see myself 
that to allow withdrawal entirely at the discretion of a candidate, whether 
lu‘ is a serious candidate or a candidate of a character which can be des- 
cribed as not serious, you may set up very serious inconveniences of a 
totally different character. It may be that the problem can best be 
attacked by considering whether some moderate extension of the period, 
as tentatively proposed by the Honourable and learned gentleman opposite 
might not be considered. We might consider further the particular ques- 
tion of the intervention of court holidays between the time of nomination 
the time of the scrutiny and the possible time for the withdrawal of a 
candidate — that is another aspect of the question wiiich might be 
explored. 1 do not think ho\vever that it is necessary for me to go into 
the matter in very much greater detail, because I think that my Hon- 
ourable and learned friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, himself recognised, iu the 
closing words of his speech, that the present, was not after all a very 
opportune time to ask the House or the Government to commit themselves 
to definite and detailed decisions on a question of this kind. 

He recognised, as I think the House will generally recognise, that, 
with th(! constitutional changes now impending, this is hardly an oppor- 
tune moment for undertaking an amendment of this kind. 

Mr. B. Das: Quite so. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: It is inevitable that, in consequence 
of the constitutional changes to which I have referred, the whole question 
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of the electoral rules merely as an incident of the much greater changes, 
must necessarily come under review, and this question is one which might 
properly^ at that stage come under review. My Honourable and learned 
friend did indeed intimate that his immediate purpose would be served if 
he had an opportunity to explain to the House and to the Government 
how, in his own particular case, the rule had, as he considered it, operated 
with hardship, on himself and not only on himself, but on every one con- 
cerned with the election arrangements, including the officers and voters in 
the constituency. It was his desire that the inconveniences which he pointed 
out should remain on record so that they could, in due course, and in due 
season, be properly examined. If that would satisfy the Honourable 
Member, in accordance with the general wishes of the House, 1 am very 
glad indeed to give the Honourable and learned gentleman the assurance 
that when these rules do come up for review, the particular aspects of the 
question that have been dealt with in the debate today will receive the 
most careful consideration. Consequently our position is that, though 
Oovermnent could not, by accepting this Resolution or any speci- 

^ fie amendment to it, commit themselves to the precise content 

of the Resolution, or to any such amendment, they are perfectly prepared 
to assure him — and that I think is the Honourable gentleman’s main 
object — that this matter will remain on record, and that in due season and 
at the proper time it will be carefully and duly considered. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, I wish to make a few observations 
about certain matters to which reference has been made by certain speakers. 
I am sorry, Sir, that the exact significance of my Resolution had not been 
properly understood by certain Honourable gentlemen when they offered 
certain suggestions in the course of their speeches. When my Honour- 
able friends, Mr. K. Ahmed and Sirdar Harbans Singh, opposed my Reso- 
lution, their principal idea was that no bogus people should come up in a 
constituency as candidates in order to extract money from the general 
candidates, and they considered that 24 hours’ time was sufficient for any 
one to withdraw his candidature. There are two things, Sir, here, and 
that is the withdrawal of candidature and returning of the security money. 
The security money may not bo returned, and I have got no quarrel about 
it. I have not suggested in my Resolution that the money should be re- 
turned to a candidate who withdraws his candidature after 24 hours; this 
has not been my desire at all. I think even if you give an extension 
of a few days more, that will not matter much. But what I suggested 
was that if a candidate withdraws his candidature /le should not he allowed 
to poll in his own favour. My friends, Mr. K. Ahmed and Sirdar Harbans 
Singli, thought that my idea was that the candidate should be allowed to 
have his security money up to the date of the election. This was never 
my idea 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I did not say anything about that. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: This is defeating the very object of my 
Honourable friends if these rules remain in force. They think that no bogus 
person should remain in the constituency in order to extract money. But 
that is the very thing that is happening under the present rules, because 
if you do not allow a man to withdraw effectively or you even allow up to 
the date of the election the bogus man to record votes in his favour, he 
can go on asking the people to come to terms and ipay as such amount 
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as he will demand. I wanted to stop this malpractice, and onee there is 
withdrawal by a candidate, whether within the prescribed time or after it, 
he should not be allowed to poll. Of course, rule 11(8) is quite clear. It 
says: 

candidate has withdrawn hie candidature shall not be allowed to cancel 
his withdrawal or to be re*nominated for the same election”. 

This is quite in order, but what is the thing that actually takes place? 
VVithdrawal is not effective if it is not within a certain time. That leaves 
a loophole for the bogus man who has not withdrawn within 24 hours to 
remain in the field and liarass the people who are genuine candidates in 
that constituency. My Honourable friend’s object can never be served by 
those rules remaining as they arc. 

I should now like to refer to a small point which was raised by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. He thought that I was 
pleading for the security money being n^turned to the candidate. I do not 
wish that any security money should be returned beyond the prescribed 
time but what 1 want is this. As I have made it clear, there should be 
no poll taking; if once a candidate withdraws, he should be completely 
left out of account for all purposes, whether it is within 24 hours before 
the election or after the scrutiny. His name should be expunged from the 
papers, and if a vote is to be taken at all, it should be in favour of a man 
who has not withdrawn his candidature 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
luadan): How can you take a vote for an uncontested election? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: These are the things which I thought 
w’cre necessary to remedy the present difficulties. But, Sir, in view of the 
speech made by the Honourable the Homo Member undertaking to see that 
this matter shall remain on record and that in due season and at the pro- 
per time it shall be carefully considered, I do not wish to press iny Beso- 
lution. My objec^t has been gained by the undertaking given bj the 
Honourable (he Home Member, and I would therefore ask the leave of the 
House to withdraw my Besolution. * 

Mr. President: The question is that leave be given to Mr. Yamin Khan 
to withdraw the Besolution that stands in his name. 

The Besolution was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

The Assemblv then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past 1\vo of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chaii. 


BESOLUTION RE THE BOUND TABLE CONFEBENCE. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I beg to move the follow- 
ing Besolution standing in my name : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he may be 
pleased to place on the table of the House papers connected with the Round Table 
Conference”. 
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I have put forward this simple formula, common in all parliamentary 
countries, to elicit a debate on the Round Table Conference. Honourable 
Members are aware that this was the practice which was only recently 
followed ill the Hous(*. of Commons. That, Sir, is not my only excuse. 
1 have got a bigger and a far larger plea. Tha:; plea is that the very con- 
ception of the Round Table Conference belongs to the Legislative Assembly 
ol India. Its realisation belongs to the Covernor General in Council and 
to His Majesty’s Government. We owe a great debt of gratitude to the 
Viceroy of India for the memorable tour that he made in 1929 to the 
Britisli Isles, when he conferred with the British Government then in 
f)ow(‘r, with the British politicians, and with. vari(>us other British interests 
in order to bring to fruition the suggestion made in this Hcnise in 1924. 

I wish to take the House through the transactions of the Assembly in 
1924. It was my Honourable friend, Diwan Bahjidur T. Uangachariar, 
whose sudden indisposition has taken him to Madras, who raised the ques- 
t.iori of Dominion Status for India. 'J’hc question of Dominion Status for 
India was instantly taken up by all India, not only by moderate minded 
politicians, not only by Moslem and Hindu public bodies, but also by the 
great Indian National Congress. What happent^d in that year is a niatter 
of history. In that discussion many notable personages took part, some 
of whom artj absent today, but among those who were on the stage then 
were my Honourable friends, Diwan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, Sir Malcolm 
Hailey and Bandit Motilal Nehru, who I am sorry to say is now stricken 
with illness and is now on his sick bed, and for wiiom we all pray for his 
early recovery. 

What was the demand in those days? The demand was for the grant of 
Dominion Status and provincial autonomy and that a Round Table Con- 
ference should be held for that purpose. We had in those days a gentleman 
of great ability and of good parliaineiitary bearing, and an astuite admi- 
nistrator, I mean. Sir Malcolm Hailey. He was the Leader of the House, 
and I have very rarely seen a man of his calibre and capacity in this or in 
any other country. Sir, he drew a vine distinction between responsible 
government and Dominion Status. I wish to find out today where is that 
distinction. That distinction has been completely wiped out by the findings 
of the Round Table Conference and the I'rernier’b pronouncements, agreed 
to by the British Government and by the British public opinion. That fine 
disiinct’on has ceased to exist. Then wdiat did Bandit Motilal Nehru want? 
He said in no iinmistakeablc terms that the Congress wanted one thing, 
that is. self-government. Call it 3:)omiriicn Status, call it by any other 
name, but he assured the House in 1924 that the Congress was not goinf^ 
to rest until that had been achieved. Sir, I am quoting from memory. 
Then he proceeded to say, do not want Dominion Status to be tied up 
in a bundle and given over to us’'. But he claimed that India was fit 
io shoulder the butden and they were prepared to take up that burden. 
What is tin* position today? Dominion Status has been tied up in a 
bundle and given to us. It will be for this House todfiy to discuss that 
vital question and give an answer w’hich this repiescntativc Assembly alone 
is in a position to give. 

Sir, the Round Table Conference has laid a special responsibility on 
this House. That responsibility belongs to us because the conception 
of the Round Table Conference' was ours. Now, Sir, look back only 
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six weeks ago. The Hound Table Conference will be remembered in 
history as one of the greatest achievements of 1930. It was a great 
event. It \vas opened by His Majesty the King. His Majesty has 
evinced once more the deep and abiding interest which the lioyal House* 
oC Windsor has taken in Indian affairs since the reign of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria. I hope and pray that the ll^yal House will continue to take that 
abiding and enduring interest in the Indian Empire. The Conference was 
presided over by no Jess a man than Mr. Ifainsav MacDonald, of world-wide 
reputation and the British Premier. The various parties in the British 
Parliament made it a point to send their choicest delegates, whose names 
are known all over the world. They had Lord Beading, an Viceroy of 
India, wlio made a name for hims(if not only in this country but on the 
Aiiier.can continent. Then they liad Ijoid Peel, who was for many years 
Secretary of State for India. They had Lord Lothian, who as Philip Henry 
Kerr did yeoman S(^rvice during the Croat War and who lias proved himself 
a great friend of the Indian public and IndTim public sentiments. These 
are among the men wlio eonstilufe*d the British Delegation. Then wlio 
wt're our dtdogates? They were men who liave left their names not only 
iti administration, but in the annals of our country. Ev(U-y one of them 
has a record of service of wiiich we are proud. They .have rendered an 
account of themselves of which any couiitry ought to be proud, and we 
are proud of their achievements. We are proud of the fruits that they 
have earned in the Bound Table Conference. We rejoice at their coming 
back to India, and when they come back wo shall have the amplest opportu- 
nity to examine what they have brouglit. In the meantime, we shall not 
sit idle. What I feel is that wo slioukl not sit idle, ’'but we must examine 
the findings of the Bound Table Craiference. Wo must examine the trans- 
actions as far ns they are published in the Press, and consider what we 
have achieved. No doubt, all the papers are not. available today, but a 
good deal bas been published in the public print. We know the famous 
(leelaration which Mr. Bamsay MacDonald has 'made (»n behalf \)i His 
Majesty’s (rovernment, and we know the discussion that took place in the 
House of Commons two or three days ago. They give us sufficient material 
to produce an effective discussion in this House. The discussion may yield 
results; it may not yield results, but* 1 have no doubt that it will find an 
echo not o)ily in the hearts of men all over India, but als.) among people 
who are deeply interested in the transactions of the Bound Table Confer- 
ence. 1 know the limitations which I am going to place on this House. 
1 know th(‘ difficulties of Members, but 1 a]3/peal to them that they must 
make their voice heard not only here but also in England where th.'iv are 
at the present time busy with the consideration of Indian problems. 

Now, Sir, what is the achievement of the Bound Table Conference? 
Let me put it as briefly as I can before this House. I consider provincial 
autonomv as a settled fact. Provincial autonomy has come to stay. It 
was recommended not only by the Simon Commission but hyi the Governor 
General in Council and accepted by His Majesty’s Government. There 
is no controversy; there caii be no controversy about provincial autonomy. 
Our Indian Ministers, who functioned under th6 Montagu -Chelmsford 
Reforms, did yeoman service to their provinces; we are proud of their 
achievements. Some people might say tkat dyarchy has failed. Theoreti- 
cally and technically it might have failed, but our Ministers produced 
wonderful results. They had their limitations ; they had their difficulties ; 
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but the services which they rendered to India under the Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms will always be remembered as the beginning of a new 
era of constitutional development. 

Next, Sir, responsibility at the centr»3 has been agreed to. But it is 
nuide conditional on the forrnation of a Federal India. Federation is by no 
njeans a new idea. It is a thing with which we have long been familiar in 
the British Commonwealth. There is federation in Australia, in South 
Africa and In Canada. Jlefore the War, there was a federation in Germany 
and in the United . States there is still federation today. We have a lot 
of lessons to learn from them, and I hope we shall learn them to advantage. 
L welcome the idea of federation, but to make responsible government 
contingent on federation was an unwise decision. J have no doubt federation 
L conrng. From the data I have in my possession, I know that a number 
of Indian States will come in and join the Federation. I am not a pessi- 
mist. I look forward to federation, but tlie contingent grant of responsible 
government on the basis of federation was a mistake which the Round 
Table (k)nfereiice made, for wdiich they will be held responsible. 

Now, Sir, we have got responsibility in the centre. Now, what is the 
next thing that we have got? We have got a scheme of Dominion Status. 
What did the British Prime Minister say? He said that India will get the 
status of a Dominion in the British Commoiiwealtli of Nations. If that 
is not a declaration of the grant of Dominion Status, what else is it? [ 
know, and most of my friends on the other side know, that India will 
ac(?ept no other stains than Dominion Status. No secondary status will 
suit us or will do for us. We can have no other status but Dominion 
Status. 1 had very close and intimate connection with the representatives 
of the Colonies. 1 saw hundreds of them during my last visit to the Im- 
perial Press Conference and I found that the only solution for India is the 
establishment of responsible government and the iniTiKidiate grant of 
Dominion Status. 1 cla’in, Sir, thanks to the judicious and statesmanlike 
policy of His Excellency the Viceroy, that consummation has been fairly 
achieved, or is very near achievement. Now, Sir, these are the primary 
residts of the first session of the Round Tabic Conference, results of which 
the British Government may be legitimately proud and the Government 
of India may be legitimately proud. Wc, Members of this House, are very 
justly proud of the achievements of our countrymen and those of the 
British delegates who participated in the Round Table Conference. 

Now, Sir, mucli has been said about guarantees and safeguards. From 
my little experience as a Member of this House, I believe very little in 
guarantees and safeguards. When I was in England in connection with 
the Montagu-Chelrnsford Reforms, there w^ere talks about guarantees and 
safeguards, and in fact the Government of India Act bristles with safe- 
guards and guarantees. Have we respected them? It was understood 
that the Army was going to be the holiest of the holies. It was qpt oven 
to be spoken of in whispers in this House. What has happened in connec- 
tion with the Army? Beginning from the Commander-in- Chief, the Im- 
perial General Staff, down to the humblest tommy or sepoy, we have dis- 
cussed army affairs threadbare on the floo)’ of this House and nobody was 
a bigger exponent of army affairs than my Honourable friend Mr. Jinnah, 
or Sir Hari Singh Gour and others. Did we respect the limitations provided 
against us in the Government of India Act? I am sure. Sir, we did not. 
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It is no use our making much of the safeguards and the guarantees. For 
myself, I have no faith in them. Time will wipe them away. Now, Sir, 
take the guarantees first. What are the guarantees? The Governor 
General is to be given exceptional powers. These exceptional powers are 
provided for in all constitutional enactments and all constitutional his- 
tories. If there is a breakdown in the constitution of India today, is the 
Government going to cease to exist? Can India by a magic wand be trans- 
formed into a Soviet system of administration? In almost all countries 
the Governor General and tlie Crown liave exceptional powers. I see no 
objection to that. What are the exceptional powers that the Governor 
General will liave? The Governor General has powers about the Army, 
with which I shall deal later. lie shall have power about external relations. 
Why should we worry ourselves about it? Have we any external relations?’ 
None at present. We have internal political relations. Our external poli- 
tical relations are carried on by the British Foreign Office. It is a part of 
the British constitution. Even in the Dominions, foreign and political 
affairs are dealt with by the British Foreign Office. We have some tribes- 
on our frontier practically, in the no man s land, and there the Governor 
General can declare peace or war. Have we any objection to give the 
Governor General powers in that respect? I tin i no mention of the reten- 
tion of the Governor General’s power to make war or peace. Neither the 
Prime Minister nor any of the other speakers have alluded to it, but I hope 
and trust that that power will be retained. Wo do not wish to be told by 
a body 5,000 miles away whether there is to bo a small expedition in Wazir- 
islan. We are on the spot hero to advise the Governor General, and it is a 
purely domestic problem. So is our rtlation wfth the Indian States. 
When the federation is duly constituted to which most of the loading 
Indian Princes have already given their assent, the problem will solve itself. 
The Governor General should have power to intervene in moments of 
emergency, in cases of questions of succession, inter-State disputes, and 
so on. As w'C develop our democracy m this House, as we develop our 
ccmstitutional system, the (lovernor General will be slow^ to exercise his- 
rights. Therefore*, Sir, I vveh^ome the advent of Lord Willingdon. He is 
coming to us with great Colonial arid Dominion traditions. In him, we 
have a Governor General who will use bis power with circiunspt ction and 
justice. 

Now, Sir, as regards the Army, the Governor General is to be given 
powers over the Army. Well, that is a very complicated question. Defence 
will be beyond the domain of the Federal Legislature. If that is the deci- 
sion of His Majesty's Government, I regiet it but at the same time, I da 
not demur to it. In the transitional stages of colonial development, in 
countries like New^ Zealand, Australia, in fact wherever (hero has been a 
period of transition, the Crown has held the responsibility for the Army', 
but from the proposition as it has been presented to us by the Press reports 
and by the pronouncements of Mr. Kamsay MacDonald, I fear there may 
be isolation of the civil government from the military. That should not 
be. It has been my life-long conviction that the civil government and 
the military government in India should go forward hand in hand, with 
progress on both sides. How are you goin? to co-ordinate the defence of 
the country with the civil administration? I have a suggestion to offer. 
I believe there must be a Minister of Defence, be he an Indian or art 
Englishman. He must sit in this House. He must be' in constant consul- 
tation with the Ministers who will be responsible for the civil government, 
i think the time has come when we must establish, once for all, what my 
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friend; Sir Sivaswami Aiyar, called the supremacy of the civil authority 
over the Army. That consummation must be reached now. There must 
he a Defence Minister. On that there x^'ill be no difference of opinion. If 
you wish to secure a proper co-ordination between the civil and the military 
govcJiiment, you will have to go a step forward. We must have a statutory 
Army Council. That must not be created by an Act of the British Parlia- 
ment. It must be created by an enactment of this House. That Army 
Council should be per cent, l^ritish and 50 per cent. Indian in com- 
position. As lime <;ocs on. they wdll be able to formulate a national policy 
of defeiKic, and when the; transition period is over, the British Government 
will be able safely to band over the Army and the defencjc of the country 
to the nationals of this country. That is a consummation which I wish 
for and which the majority of my countrymen welcome. Tlien, Sir, there 
comes the qucslion of funds for the Army. There I feci no hesitation; 
surely, my countrymen will not hesitate to take a very long view. They 
iirc not going to rcdiajc the Army by fifty per (fut. at once; they are not 
going to Indian i/(‘ (he Army by magic; they will certainly mark time; they 
will ccrtainl\ go sUnv ; and they will certainly put the interests of the 
country first and foremost. I do not entertain any doubt at all that the 
dcf(;ncc of the country against foreign aggression will be properly looked 
after by my countrymen. 

Sir, what is the next safeguard? It is about finance. 1 am sorry that 
■our Finance Member is not in his place today. 1 know he is very busy 
about this time of the scar with his Budget, but I should have liked to see 
him in his place and had him listen to us. Sir. 1 have no fear about the 
safeguard regarding finance. No honest iiidiaii will disown an honourable 
debt. An honourable debt will always bo Ifquidated. How do we stand 
now? We have got our [)roductive public debt and unproductive public 
4ebt. We incurred enormous expense years ago in connection with the 
Abyssanian campaign, in the Sudan, ]^urma and in many other places. 
It is of course a question to be examined, but I feci, Sir, whatever my 
friends who belong to the extreme school of political thought might say, 
no honest Indian will disown an honourable- debt. I have no fear vm that 
score. It is an i‘sseniial feature of the constitution to enable the Secretary 
of State to fulfil his obligations. I have no fear about that, and we should 
not assume that there is a bone of contention liere because we know that 
whatever public debts are lawfully incurred by the Government for the 
time beaig they will be honoured." Now, Sir, a good deal of criticism has 
been levelled at us as if the credit of the country would be absoluteJv gone 
if we had the control of the purse. Sir, I have seen financiers, even Indian 
financiers at work, and I think we have one of the ablest of Finance 
Ministers for many years, hut what is the position of Indian credit today? 
For political and other reasons, Indian credit is at the lowest possible ebb. 
Sir, I have no fear that any Indian with a sense of responsibility to the 
Federal Legislature of the country will not fail to realize his great obliga- 
tion in respecii of the credit of the country, and will not fail to take every 
possible stop to keep it high. Much has been said, Sir, about the institu- 
tion of a Reserve Bank. My Honourable friend. Mr. Arthur Moore, two 
days ago said that it was a condition precedent to the establishment of res- 
ponsible government in this country. Well, I did not find it anywhere 
said that it was to be a condition precedent to the- introduction of respon- 
sible government. I have read the Prime Minister's speech . . . 
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Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : It is in Lord Beading's speech. 

Mr. K. G. Roy: I must say Lord Beading was not speaking for the 
i:->ritish Government but was expressing his own views. (Laughter.) Sir,, 
we are all in favour of the institution of a lleserve Bank Many of my 
fj lends, Mr. Shanmukham Chetty and others, will do their best to create 
n Beserve Bank and to ask the Assembly to bring it into being (Hear, 
hear); and we arc going to give effect to that; we have no quarrel what- 
ever on that score; the Beserve Bank Bill must come. Sir, 1 was talk- 
ing to a fcAv' economists who visited India the other day, and they are all 
in favour of a Ueserv(^ Bank. Sir, wo are all in favour of a lh‘serve Bank 
liere. We want to see a Beserve Bank function from next year. But, 
Sir, there is one point on which I should like to be absolutely clear, and 
that is that the Beserve Bank must not be a part of the parliamentary 
enactment; it must be created by statute of this Legislature. We do 
not wish that the Beserve Bank conditions should be governed by any 
political considerations, but should only be governed by commercial, 
linaiKfial and economic considerations. (Hear, hear.) Sir, I yield to 
none in wanting a B(‘sorve Bank: ami if my Honourable friend. Sir 
(leorgi‘ Schuster, will bring in a Hill towards tlie (nid of tlie Session, I 
think this House will give him all support. 

Now, Sir, much umnisiness has been felt in England about the pay 
and pensions of officers and all those things. Sir, 1 can contemplate no 
other period when* you will want the best officers, above all corruption, 
ca<pable men who will not be liable to inducement. In no time. Sir, shall 
we want better sort of men than we shall want for tlie transition jieriod; 
and here, Sir, I w<uit to say a few words about the Indian (ffvil Service, 
many of whom 1 have known for at least 30 years. Sir, they have done 
tlieir best. Sir, it is they who have produced an Indian nation, and we have 
no quarrel with them here now {An Honourable .\[emhor: “Question.”) 
Sir, on many fioints I do not agree with them; perhaps on a hundred 
points which arise, T do not agree with them on fifty but I know what 
they mean. They will go a long way with us : and. Sir, when in the years 
to come we liave a federal constitution for India and a Federal Parlia- 
ment and when we rcaffy have public life divorced from pure administra- 
tion our public servants in India will receive a most lionourable place in 
Indian history and in Indian tradition. Sir, it is a stigma on us that 
after 150 years of l^ritish rule British liternturi* and British tradition, we 
are still divided into small religious communities. T’o me, Sir, the thing is 
incomprehensible. I would propose personally to give Muhammadans and 
Christians and the other minority communities all they want. Let them 
feel secure in religious worship and in everything else, and let them come 
forward and join the great national movement which is really to create a 
democracy of all communities. It is a matter of negotiation, it is a 
matter of treaty. Sir, the other day the Prime Minister said that he 
(^ould not solve the Punjab question because of a difference in regard to 
one seat. I hope. Sir, the question will be reopened; and if there is one 
man in India who can solve this communal question, it is His Excellency 
the Viceroy. Sir, shortly after he assumed office. Lord Irwin took up 
this matter, but for some reasons or other it was temporarily dropped. If, 
however, our countrymen, when they come back from England, meet 
together under His Excellency the Viceroy, as they did the other day 
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under Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, there will result a solution of our com- 
munal troubles. Sir, the moment the communal trouble is settled, there 
will be peace all round and no nervousness about safeguards on either 
side. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to what we have so far achieved as a result of the 
Eouiid Table Conference; and if I refer to it in any great detail, I hope the 
I reasury ]\rcinbers will not understand that 1 mean any reflection OQ, 
them. I know tliey have had very hard and trying times. I know they 
have accepted many things which, left to themselves they would not have 
done. I want the House to conceive for one moment of the several res- 
poiisihlo Ministers sitting on the Treasury Benches. What will be the 
•position in the future? A responsible Home AI ember bringing in so many 
repressive laws will have to reckon uith his constituency, with his -own 
country, and vvnth the world at large. He will have to discharge his 
responsibility to his own country. Contrast that with the present posi- 
tion, wliere the Home Member is responsible solely to an authority 
tliousands of miles away. I do not wish to enlarge on this fispect. Now 
1 want you to take into consideration the position of the responsible 
Minister in charge of Labour and Industries. He will not in future have 
tc; go lo the Secretary of State for India, if there hayipons to he one, for 
the revision of the Stores rules; he will revise^ them here in consonance 
with tlie wishes of the Federal Assembly, and be will give effect to them. 
The responsible Minister in charge of Education, Healtli and Lands, deal- 
ing with our overseas •problem will not have to go to the Colonial Office, 
he will not have to go to the British Government, he will have to deal with 
these questions himself on the spot. Bcally, Sir, the scheme outlined by 
the British Premier will revolutionise the whole systenn of our administra- 
tion. 

Sir, I have delayed the House longer than I had expected, 
mucii longer than I really wanted. But, Sir, the scheme is so 

3 p.M, I scheme is so vast that it cannot be disposed of in a few 

sentences. I feel, Sir, the position bristles* with difheulUes. Are- we 
going to liave a sovereign Parliament in the sense that is understood in 
most of the countries where there are sovereign Parliaments, sucli as 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand? Or arc we going to have a sub- 
ordinate Parliament? So long as we have a sovereign Parliament in the 
domain of our civil affairs during the transitory period, we ought to be 
satisfied. It is a question whether we are going to have a sovereign 
Parliament. But it is also a question for constitutional lawyers like my 
Honourable friends, Sir Abdur Eahim and Sir Hari Singh Gour, to settle. 
But I believe, Sir, we are going to have ample freedom, full freedom in 
the domain of our civil affairs subject to very minor temporary restric- 
tions. If that is so, what is our response to the gestures of the British 
Premier. My own view is, humble as I ftm, that I should go out and take 
the olive braiich held out to us by the Prime Minister. We should take 
what they have given us and build on it and thus make India the envy 
and pride of all nations. We have men, money and munitions. We can 
make ourselves felt and India put on the basis of a Dominion, prot^te 
by her own armies, her •public services manned by her own sons, wi ® 
the biggest factor in the history of the world and it will be an examjpl© 
which Britain has shown, which will be almost without parallel m tne 
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histovy of the world. I ask you, Sir and the House to consider my hann« 
Jess Eesolution (Applause). 

Mr. President? Honourable Members are aware that notice of several 
amendments has been received. I have given the best consideration to 
all these amendments and it appears to me that most of them are out of 
order having regard to Standing Order No.- 33(1). If any Honourable 
iMernber wishes to address the Chair on the subject of relevancy, I will 
give him an opportunity before I give my ruling. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Noii-Muliam- 
inadan) : Sir, I have not the sliglitest doubt that your decision is strictly 
correct, but the fact is that my Honourable friend Mr. Hoy's liesolution 
embodies a great deal more than appears upon its surface. It is only a 
teclinical way of raising a discussion, that is calling for papers, as Mr. Koy 
liimsclf pointed out. If you give that consideration to the liesolution as 
moved by Mr. lioy, then I submit that all these amendments would be in 
order, because they deal with the same subject which has been the subject 
of recent decision by the Round Table Conference. At the same time, Sir, 
while taking that view, [ may venture to submit — and 1 think some of my 
Honourable friends agree witli me — that to-daj^ seems to bo singularly 
inopportune for the discussion of the conclusions of the Bound Table Con- 
ference. Speaking for myself, I am not in possession of the authentic 
record which embodies the conclusions of that Conference. I questioned 
the Honourable the Leader of the House the other day, and we have been 
assured* that the' White Paper or the Blue Book as it is now called, would 
be available to us at the earliest moment possible. Then, Sir, I would 
ask, as I have asked before, the Honourable the Leader of the House to 
allot to us a day when we shall be able to give our considert?d judgment 
upon those conclusions of the Bound Table Conference. That, Sir, is the 
position, and if the Honourable the Leader of the House will assure us 
tliat he will give us facilities, first by giving us at any rate a summary of 
the conclusions if not the White Paper which was presented to the House 
of Commons, and secondly, allot us a day for the discussion of the decision 
of the Bound Table Conference, then our work at any rate for to-day would 
bo greatly shortened. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Punjab: Muhammadan); 
1he Honourable Member lias already moved his Besolution. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): The aniendmcnt 
which I have given notice of is in order . 

Mr. President: I will take each amendment in turn. I wanted gen- 
eral views to be expressed on all amendments because most of them are 
framed in a manner which appears to me as being beyond the Standing 
Order bo which I have drawn attention. I wanted to hear your views. 
Let us now take each amendment in its turn. Diwan Bahadur Eanga- 
chariar has given notice of an elaborate amendment. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot: Non-Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, before you invite the Movers of 
the various amendments to show how those amendments are in order, 
and before you give your ruling, may I suggest, for the purpose of expe- 
diting our work and for the convenience of this House, that* we might 
pursue in the first instance the suggestion thrown out' by my Honourable 
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friend on my left. As has been pointed out by the Mover of the Resolu- 
tion and also by my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Roy has tabled a technical motion which is well known 
in parliamentary parlance. It is open to this House, to have a compre- 
hensive discussion on the various issues arising out of the Round Table 
Conference. But I would submit both to the Government and to my 
Honourable colleagues on this side, that at this stage the House will not 
be in a position to deal with the subject in a comprehensive manner 
for the sim'iile reason that, beyond what appeared in the newspapers, we 
are not in possession of those documents with which alone we can contri- 
bute usefully to the discussion. I would therefore suggest that the Hon- 
ourable the Ijcader of the House might inform us as to what he feels on 
the matter. If iny Honourable friend, the Leader of the House, or my 
Honourable friend the Home Member will give us an assurance that, as 
soon as papers are available, they will be placed on the table of the House 
and made available to the Members, and that the Government, with your 
permission, will give us a day for a full-dress debate on the various issues 
arising from the decisions of the Round Table Conference, then I would 
Venture r('sp(!ctfullv to advise my Honourable friends on this side of the 
House to posipone the discussion tor the present and have a full-dress 
debate? at a later date. So, Sir, before you actually take up the various 
amendments and decide upon the, procedure, I would invito the Honour- 
able the Loadei- of the House to give his opinion on these suggestions. 


Mi. B. Das: I think' Mr. Roy's Resolution does not complete the picture 
without the amendment which 1 have brought forward. 


Mr. President: I will deal with that amendment at the proper time. 
Two Honourable Mendicrs have asked for an expression of opinion from 
the Ijeader of the House. 1 should like to know whether he desires to 
comply witii their request. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House); l ean 
promise that wliatcver papers constitute the record of tlie Round Table 
Conference will he laid upon the tabic of the House as soon as we arc m 
possession of them and have had time to reprint them. Tt has been 
ascertained that it they were sent out in bulk from England by sea, it 
would take longe r than if we get copies by air mad, and reprint. We an 
eettiner one consignnmnt on the 2nd February and another consignment 
on thertlth February. Tliere .must be some short time after this, before tin: 
printin- can be done. 1 think I have «aid in answer to iny honourable 00*^ 
Sir Hari Singh ( i our 's .short notice question, that if it is the general desin, 
of the House. Government would certainly do all in their power meet d- 
Jf tlie general desire is anoOer day for discussion. I think, I can promise. 
Sir, tliat Governinont will find a day. 

S’r ^ati Singh Ooiir: May I ask the Honourable the Leader of the 
House whether from the disduSsion that has taken place to-day and i- 
Sking place now, he would consider that there is a general desire on the 
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part of the House to discuss the decisions contained in the White Paiper?' 
If the Honourable Member will definitely promise us a day, we on this 
side, as my Honourable friend Mr. Chetty has assured the House, would 
like to curtail the discussion upon this motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I am prc])are(l to say that I should 
iliink it very strange if, after the papers are laid there is not a general 
desire for discussion. (Laughtt'T.) 

Mr. President: That simplifies the procedure, and 1 take it that it is 
vour pleasure that 1 should not go into details in dealing with the aiuend- 
inents. 


Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if papers will be laid about what I ask for, 
namely, a general amnesty? 

Mr. President: I cannot permit any further detailed discussion on this 
matter VN’hen the assurance has been givi*n that all papers will be laid on 
the tabli^ 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: 1 said all pajiers constituting the 
record of the Itound Table Oonferenee. 

Mr. President: Viis, all tlu- papers in eonneetion with the Itoiind Table 
(^)nferemte, whicdi is th<‘ subject matter of the Hesoliition now before the 
J'loiise, will be made available to Hoiiouralilo Members. The assurance 
cannot go beyond that. 

Sir Hari Singh Gout: And a day will bo given for discussion. 

Mr. President: Yes. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, may 1 add one word to what 
1 have already said? I cannot say when tlie date will be, and if it is 
impossible to lay the ^aipers before the conimemaaneiit of the Budget dis- 
cussions there may be ditliculties as to whether 'Wo can tit it in before the 
conclusion of the Budget sittings. I only say that as a warning lest any 
one should feel afterwards that 1 had not dealt frankly with the House. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: I wish to- point out in coimection with what has 
fallen from the Honourable the Leader of the House that immediately 
after the Budget discussions close there is a general stampede in this 
House and Members disappear. I would therefore ask the Honourable 
the Leader of the House to fix an earlier date, if possible next month. 

Mr. President: The earliest possible date is the only assurance which 
can he given. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: If a dale is given towards the fag-end of the 
Session, it 'vill be very difficult for tlie Members to remain here. 


Mr. B. Das: Why do you shirk responsibility now? 

Mr C S. Ranga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan llural): Sir, will the Honourable the Leader of the House be 
nljted to state especlallv because of the fact that the vjews of 

iVliament and tho^ public in Great Britain and also m India are being 
oiressecl on this i.lentic.l question, if ho will seeh the earhost possible 
opportunity of giving us n day ? 
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Mr, PrasidsDt: That is the assurance. 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy: I am quite prepared to say that. 
But the question is, when the papers will be ready to be placed on the 
table. The dates of the Budget have already been fixed, but I am fully 
sensible of the desire of the JToiiourable Members opposite to have the 
earliest possible day and 1 will do my best. 

Mr. President! Then I take it that it is the general desire of the House 
that 1 need not proceed further in dealing with the question as to whether 
the amendments are in order or not. {Honourable Memhere : “Yes*'.) 
The discussion on the motion will now proceed. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan (East Central Punjab: Muhammadan): Sir, I am 
very thankful to you for giving me an opportunity to discuss the Round 
Table Conference. This Round Table Conference should, as a matter of 
fact have been held seven years ago, when Members of the Swaraj Party 
and the Independent Party joined together and passed a Resolution in this 
House. During these seven years which have passed since then there has 
unfortunately been in India a good deal of repression, and abnormal laws 
have been passed in the country. We have had Ordinances; Jind all these 
things have embittered the feelings of the people. During the last year, 
since Mahatma Gandhi started his non-violent campaign, nearly 60,000 
people have been imprisoned, including women and children. 

Mr. B. B. Puri (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, on a point 
of order. Are we listening to arguments on the Resolution which has been 
adjourned or on the Resolution which the Honourable Member was to 
move? 

Mr. President: The Resolution has not been postponed because there 
has been no motion to that effect. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I understood that after the assurance given 
by the Honourable the Leader of the House, it was the intention of 
Honourable Members on this side oLthe House that the discussion on the 
motion should be postponed. I therefore formally move an adjournment 
of the discussion. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the 
House has given an assurance that the papers about the Round Table 
Conference will be laid on the table and you have decided that the discus- 
sion will proceed then. The Resolution moved by Mr. K. C. Roy is 
nothing beyond that. I do not see then why the House should waste its 
time now. 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will remember that this assur- 
ance requires to be confirmed by a vote on the Resolution before the 
House. The best procedure would be either to postpone its consideration 
or allow it to be put to the vote and declared carried. Either of these two 
w'ays would meet the situation. I cannot without a vote of the House, 
make a declaration as to the decision of the House. 

Sir Hugh Cocke (Bombay : European) : Sir, on that point I move that 
the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. Pxesid6nt: The question is: 

1 his Assembly reconimeiids to the Governor General in Council that he may be 
.pleased to place on the table of the House papers connected with the Round Table 
* Conference. 

The motion was adopted. 


BESOLUTION RE POLICY OF REPRESSION. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan (East Central Punjab: AJiihaiiimadan) : Sir, I 
beg to move the following Resolution: 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council the immediate 
discontinuance of the present policy of repression pursued by the Government and the 
adoption of a sympathetic and conciliatory policy.” 

Sir, after the aiiiKaimuaneut of the Prime Minister and th(i stati*ment 
ol tile VieiToy, one might think that there was not much of n necessity 
to movt' this Jiesolution. But unfortunately T Hud that opinion in the 
country is not couci haled hy the .-•nnouneement of the Prinu* .Minister. 
The announcement <;f the Prime Minister grants representative* govern- 
ment in the Provincial Legislatures and, with certain safeguards in the 
C'entral (iov(‘nmu*nt. JRit the people have got certain ohjeetions to this. 
They feel that this (‘oneiliatory poliey does not go as far as then would 
wish it to go. And the result is that we find still non-eo-opiTalion going 
on in the eountry. Sir. whal is really re<iuired at the present monu'iit, if 
the (lovernment regally want the country to co-operate with tluMii in order 
that then* might he friendly i'eidings hetMeon the Government and the 
people’, is that they should grant an amnesty to all tliose politieal jn’isoners 
who have’ laan convicted of non-violence. Sir, it is reidly very difficult 
to havi‘ that calm atmos})hcre unless those peopli’ ulio arc suffering for 
their convictions, and who did not commit any acts of violonci’, are released 
from prison. It would he impossible for Mahatma (iimdln, or even the 
great leaders wlio are just out of jail, even if they wish, ti) liring friendly 
feelings. They could not possibly do so so long as the rank and file are rot- 
ting in the jails. You have also to consider that the feelings of the people 
in this (‘ountrv liavc been very much embittered during last year. Let 
me explain what has happened during the last year. I do not think T 
could impress upon you tlie tragic events which liavo been taking place, if 
they have not already been iiiqm’ssed upon every one. During last year 
in India more than 60,000 persons, including women and children, have 
been sent to jail. Not only that, there has also taken ])lace beating in 
most of the places. Lot mo take a few examples. l\Tke th(‘ case of 
Bombay where a nnmber of brave Sikhs in the very beginning were beaten 
and beaten so imwh that blood came out from various ])arts of their bodies. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : The same was the 
vase in Calcutta. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: The same happened in different places. In 
Amritsar, I may tell you, and this I may tell you authoritatively because 
1 was Chairman of that Committee which investigated the affairs over 
there, a committee consisting not of 
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imprisoned for breaking laws. What did we find there? We found. that 
the police ran amok and beat people, innocent ^people, and every one whG* 
came in the way. Such was the condition in Amritsar. In Peshawar and 
the frontier, it is a ghastly tale. People speak! of the murders committed 
by some of the Indians. I do deplore that such murders have taken- 
place and the murder of a woman is an act of a brute. But I think it is 
no less brutal on the part of the Government that they have killed people 
and committed, as I consider, absolutely open murders. Sir, such is the 
feeling, and now, after the announcement of the Prime Minister, and 
just at the very time when the announcement is made, comes a great man' 
of the Government, a gentleman who holds the highest position in the 
Punjab Government or rather the second highest position, I mean Sir 
Henry Craik. How is lie reconciling the people over there? You would 
like me to read a few words he uttered, because I do not want to go into 
details. In his speech just on the very day or the previous day before 
the Prime Minister made his speech, he said this in the Legislative Coun- 
cil. Mind you, Sir, he was not only running down murderers, which I 
suppose w'ould have been justified, but he was also referring to Pandit 
Jawahar Lai and Dr. Kitchlew, and saying that those people were inciting 
people to murder: “Conciliate. You may as well conciliate a mad dog or 
a wounded tiger as conciliate these people". 

Mr. B. Das: Did he refer to Dr. Kitchlew and Pandit Jawahar Lai? 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: Those murderers; those people who incite them' 
are guilty and so on. I think he describes all of them. 

Mr. B. Das: It is a white lie. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: The Member himself incites. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: Not only muiderers but also those people whom 
he considers real murderers, are those who are inciting the people to do 
these deeds. Again he says, and I think every Englishman who has got 
any sense of justice should hang his head in shame when the second high- 
est official in the Punjab says this thing, “There is, I say with regret, a 
reluctance on the part of the Courts to pass really deterrent sentences**. 

Mr. B. Das: That is British Justice! 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: Well, Sir, you know what influence the official 
has got. When such a high official, who is the Home Member, says such 
things, can any Magistrate dare go against his will? 

Mr. B. Das: And a Civilian Judge! 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan: I do not say that. I say Magistrate. I stick 
to my words. Again he threatens the Punjab with the most drastic laws. 
We are not afraid. If thousands have gone to jail, others can easily afford 
to go to jail. What I mean is that the spirit of conciliation is a great deal 
necessary if you want to remove those feelings which are existing amongst 
the people at the present moment. Up to this time, since last year, the 
normal laws have been suspended and the country is governed by abnormal 
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hiws, by Ordinances. 1 suppose there have been about nine Ordinances 
issued by His Excellency the Viceroy. {An Honourable Member: “12'*. j 
Thank you. very much for correcting me. Not only that, but the Press law, 
and all sorts of such laws which make the feelings of the people very much 
embittered. This great announcement of the Prime Minister has come, 
und I think the time also has come wlien we all, Indians, in the interests 
oi our country should carefully consider it witli an unbiassed spirit, as 
.Mahatma Oandhi has said. But the fact is that Mahatma Gandhi is a 
different type of person from the ordinary human being. I consider him 
as a super-man. He is not like others. We people have not got the same 
control over our feelings as Mahatma Gandhi has got. Mahatma Gandhi 
can forget enmities. But can the millions of the people in India, whose 
sons, wives, daughters and; relatives are in jails, can they over forget easily 
all that they have suffered? There is only one way of conciliating them in 
c>rder that they may consider the whole situation dispassionately, and that 
is by granting an amnesty to all those persons who have been convicted 
for non-violence. 

One more word. Sir. On the very day when the announcement of the 
Prime Minister was made, we find beating, taking place in Calcutta and 
perhaps also in Delhi as well. {An Honourable Member: “No, in Bihar. 

In any (jase beating took place in Calcutta. Such a state of affairs is not 
conducive really, to peace.; and I am afraid that, unless the Government 
julopt a more C()nciliatorv policy, the result will bo that the very object of 
the Prime Minister's announcement will be defeated, because the people 
wil not be able to consider all these matters in a dispassionate way. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan Bural): 
Sir, the Resolution which my Honourable friend has moved wants the 
“immediate discontinuance of the present policy of repression pursued 
by the Government and the adoption of a sympathetic and conciliatory 
policy". When my Honourable friend gave notice of this Resolution, it 
was prior to many events which have happened since then, as the wording 
of the Resolution refers to the state of things which existed then. But, 
Sir, we find that there has been a. certain change in the policy of the 
Government since that time ; the outlook of the Government has materially 
changed, and we find that the leaders of the Congress have been released. 
As a matter of fact the. persons really responsible for the state of affairs in 
the country which brought about this repressive policy arc now at liberty. 
But the people who constituted their following are still in jail. That 
cannot be called a repressive policy which is being pursued now. A 
repressive policy was pursued till the release of Mahatma Gandhi and 
others. Since then there has been a change ; that has been 
discontinued .... 

IJx. R. Pft&r What about lathi charges in Calcutta ? 

Mr . Muhammad Yamin Khan: My friend has not brought out in the 
Resolution the only thing which ought to have been brought out. But 
be has clearly mentioned it in his speech. The thing that is required today 
is not the discontinuance of the repressive policy, but a general amnesty 
to all who are now in jail on account of this movement. That ought to 
have found a place in the Resolution ; but of course he could not have put 
it in because this Resolution was sent in long before the situation changed. 

E 
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I find, Sir, that the Prime Minister of England says in his speech, which 
js reported in the Hindustan Times — and that is the only way by which 
we c.ni understand what is going on : 

“1 flo not make that hy way of a confession; but what we found as the weeks went 
on was that the situation changed, that new currents came into the scheme of events 
and that a certain movement ” — words require, very great consideration ) — “took 
place in India and I should have been and my colleagues with me would have been 
blameworthy rather than praiseworthy, if we had stuck to the letter of the declaiaiion 
made in circumstances which no longer existed.** 

Of course, Sir. 1 cannot undei*stand those words “a certain movement took 
place in India/' which frightened the Prime Minister, referred to anything 
else than the civil disobedience and non-co-operation movement, and the 
people being ready to go to jail for the sake of their country. That was 
the movement referred to by the Prime Minister, and that has brought 
about the change. This policy pursued by the Congress and by Indians 
has been really responsible for causing a change in the mind of the Prime 
Minister, and for iliei change in the outlook and m the whole scheme of the 
Round Table Conference as originally ijlanned. (“Hear, hear" from Ihc 
Nationalist Benches.) The original idea which the British Government and 
the Prime Minister had in the beginning was absolutely different ; but when 
they came, to know about events in India, that Indians were so ready even 
to go to jail, then they found that they must yield and they have yielded. 
{“Hoar, hoar” from the Nationalist Benches.) That is the (diange in the 
outlook that has been effected. I do not know what my friends in the 
Indian Government may be thinking about it, and what those people who 
have be(*n supporting them throughout will be thinking at this stage — 
those people, 1 mean, who have been persistently and consistently support- 
ing the British Government thinking that they were a strong Government 
and not thinking that they would leave them in the lurch, right in the 
middle of tlie ocean. Now, Sir, this has not brought about a change in the 
policy of the British Government at homo, but this must have brought a 
change and must necessarily bring a change in the minds of those who 
have stood fast and supported the Government on every measure. They 
will think that there is no use fighting along with a retiring and beaten 
army ; tlic Government have yielded and yielded r’ghtly ; and if they have 
yielded, they must yield properly with good humour (“Hear, hear” from 
the Nationalist Benches) ; they must not show that they are yielding half- 
heartedly. When the Prime Minister has dictated from Whitehall the 
policy that should be pursued here, it is no use making the position of tlio 
British Government in India very very weak and deplorable. The best 
policy which they can adopt at present is to yield gracefully and cheerfully. 
It will serve no purpose to keep those people in jail who only form the rank 
and file after letting out at large the chief persons who can find, not one 
or two. but thousands of people to follow them. Once these people are 
coming out, it is no good keeping the others in jail. They can find hordes 
and hordes of others ready to go to jail because there will be^very few who 
will have any sympathy with the Government at this juncture. Nobody 
■will come to their assistance; everybody will be ready to think that this 
is the victory of Mahatma Gandhi and others and therefore they must 
follow the annies which are going to win and the future government which 
is going to take the place of the present government. That is the change 
in the outlook of the country that has been caused in the country; and 
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for tins nobody else is responsible but the Government; and if that is the 
situation, and if the Prime Minister has yielded to the circumstances, the 
British Government in India must also yield to the circumstances which are 
now existing in the country. There has undoubtedly been a change in the 
Bound Table Conference, because people were ready to go to jail, but there 
is also a change brought about by the release of the political prisoners now 
ill the country, and that is a circumstance which should not be ignored 
by the Government. They must cheerfully face that factor and must not 
ignore it. If the only object of the Government is to win the sympathies 
of the Congi’ess, they can never gain their object by releasing only a few 
loaders of tlu^ Congress. ' The real sympathies of the Congress can be 
gained only by the releasi* of all tin* prisoners who are now in jail. Of 
course, you have released IVlahatma Gandhi first, but you cannot expect 
him to tell you that ht? will decide the future for himself. He will tell you 
rhat lie cannot decide the of the country himself; he will tell you that 

he cannot say anything about the declaration as long as his rank and file 
are in jail; that he is powerless to consider the question, and that he cannot 
express any opinion on the dc^claration of the Premier until he finds that 
all his friends who have suffered on account of his advice and policy are 
also set free. That will be the position which will be taken up by Mahatma 
Gandhi, and if it is allowed, then the tables will turn on the Government. 
They have released a few leaders in order to win the sympathies of the 
Congress, but that is not enough. The Prime Minister says — “I am ready 
feo co-operate with them if they agree to eo-operate with me’\ Of course, 
if he is anxious to have the co-operation of !he Congressmen and the 
leaders, well let him have their co-operation. But I would warn Govern- 
ment that this co-operation will never be extende(\ by the Congress until 
all tlu^ political prisoners are released. It is for the Government to choo^g 
their policy. It is not for me to suggest or dictate to them what policy 
they should adopt in this matter, but I say that whatever policy they might 
adopt, it should be consistent with one policy which they must pursue 
throughout, and they must show to the ^’ountry that they are sincere and 
that they arc releasing not only a few leaders but all the political prisoners 
who are now' in jail. Sir, the rank and file can create no mischief in the 
country. They can only do such things as wnll be dictated to them or 
decided for them by the leaders. If the leaders want to change their pre- 
sent policy, the people will not pursue it, nobody will stand up and challenge 
the decision of the leaders of the Congress. In a great war the soldiers 
merely carry out the orders of their superior officers; the soldiers cannot 
inrge or chalk out any particular policy ; it is the officers who chalk out 
])olicics for the soldiers to follow, and the soldiers have morel}^ to obey 
the commands of their higher officers. And I think, Sir, some words about 
policy should have found place in my friend's Resolution. Though the 
Resolution is somewhat unhappily w-orded, T think a change has been 
brought about in the country by the declaration of the Prime Minister* 
and I therefore support this Resolution. 

Mr. B. B. Purl (West Punjab : Non-Muhamrnadan) ; Sir. in supporting 
this Resolution. T am not quite sure whether I am not doing a bad turn 
to my own countr\TOen. A repression which has given rise to a measure 
which has infused in the people of this country a feeling of nationalism 
is a repression that ought to be welcomed by every patriotic Indian. But 
I feel that it should be our duty to beg and implore those who are at the 
helm of Government to give, us further .and bigger doses of repression than 
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they have hitherto succeeded in doing, so that, after this repression is 
concluded, we might come out a clean and self-supporting nation. But, 
Sir, this repression, if it is carried to extremes — as 1 say it is being carried 
to extremes— must lead to one inevitable result, and that result will be 
this. If things are pushed to extremes, we shall come to a parting of the 
ways, we are bound to come to that, and once more we shall be “East is 
East and West is West**; we shall then have to say good-bye to you, and 
you will have to go back to yourTiomes, sweet homes. That will be the 
position. As men of honour, we cannot accept that proposition. We have 
taken an oath, only the other day, of allegiance to the Sovereign, and I think 
it is our duty to the Government and also to our constituents to give, a 
warning to the Government, that we honestly feel that the policy and 
methods which are pursued by the Government are Ihe most suicidal 
m(*thods which they could possibly conceive. 

Lei ns. Sir, for a moment look at the past history and see what has 
given rise to this repression; what is the underlying cause, what is the 
justification for all this repression which is being carried on in 
the country ? If I am not wrong. Sir, the position as it originated 
was somewhat like this. There was a clamour in the country, 
there was dcuuand by the people of this country that we are entitled to 
the free use of such a commodity as ordinary common salt, that it is the 
right of every Indian to have a free use of a commodity of this kind which 
is to be classed as one of the most elementary needs of a human being, 
and that the Govemmemt were not justihed in taxing a commodity of that 
kind. That was, Sir, one item. The second item was, that people in 
this country hold that they have every right as patriotic Indians to support 
their own home industry. In pursuance of that they adopted, as they had 
evei’y right to adopt, Swadeshism, and they preferred Swadeahiam to 
Bideshiam. We boycotted the British manufactures, and I claim, Sir, that 
not in any spirit of hostility but in a spirit of self-preservation, every man 
!8 justified in protecting his own home industry, and I think every English- 
man would feel proud that he is born with that idea in his breast. Why 
do you blame us if we love our country more than any other country? 
Don't you do the same ? Are you not animated with the feelings that you 
should promote tlie industries of your own country? Why should it be a 
sin if 1 ft'el in tlu* same way and in the. same strain as you do? You con- 
vert it into a breach of the law. You say that this is a violation of law 
and order. If I advise' my own countrymen that they should refrain from 
resorting to drinks, that is turned into an offence. We have committed no 
offence as offences stand on the Statute-book. We have not been guilty 
of any dereliction or breach of any moral laws. Laws have been created 
for the occasion. Our advising the people to refrain from resorting to 
drink has been i?reated into a law, and every Indian who loves his own home 
industry is an offender in the eyes of the Government. And how have those 
laws been created? They have been created in the shape of Ordinances 
which have been promulgated from time to time. Not that those laws 
have existed, but tlioy have been made* offences, they have been manu- 
factured to meet the special occasions. Such laws we are told. Sir, we 
have broken, and thousands and thousands of our countrymen have been 
safely lodged inside the jails. Sir, the best intellect of the country is 
the present moment inside the jail. The most patriotic men that India 
could possibly produce are at the present moment behind the bars. You 
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have not respected age; you have not respected sex, your police, whom 
you extol to the seventh heaven, are guilty of these laihi charges upon the 
hacks of innocent women, girls, children, kids, a position of wWch any 
civilised Qovermnent ought to be ashamed. Such has been the state of 
/affairs in this country. I say that every laihi that falls on the back of an 
innocent woman in this country is a nail in your coffin. You will have to 
pay for it dearly. You may feel secure for the time being, but, remember, 
there is always a lull before a storm. Carry on these methods for some 
time, and you will find that they will recoil on you with a terrific force. 
You will have to reckon that day also. That has been the conduct of your 
police. What has been your conduct? What is the Government's con- 
duct? Such deeds being committed all over the country from one end to 
the other, right up from Peshawar down to the remotest southern point in 
Madras, and from Caloutfa to Bombay there is not a single place, there 
IS not a single town wliero such-like deeds or misdeeds or horrible deeds 
have not been perpetrated by your police. And what have you done? 
Have you hfid a word of solace for the afflicted people? Have you set up 
any enquiry or investigation into the conduct of any police officer? I 
challenge the Government to cite a single instance where the conduct of 
the police has been made the subject of any investigation in spite of the 
repeated demand of the people in that direction. I say that the Govern- 
ment have failed in their duty. If I were to cite instances, I could do so 
by scores, but one instance that I would particularly like to refer to 
is the instance of the police actually marching inside the premises of one 
of the great educational institutions in Lahore itself. I am referring now 
■to the incident in the D. A. V. College, whero when the professors were 
conducting their classes, the police were not content with subjecting people 
who had collected outside on the roads to lathi charges, but after giving 
them a beating, actually forced themselves inside the premises of the 
college. They did not content themselves with mere trespass, but they 
went inside the class rooms and gave a beating not only to the students, 
hut they did not spare even the professors. This account is not a newspaper 
account. I happen to come from Lahore, and I can assure the House 
that T have got first hand information regarding this particular matter. 
As law-abiding people the D. A. V. College authorities, through their 
Advisory Council of whom I happen to be one, moved the Government that 
the conduct of these offending police officers should bo enquired into and 
that the College authorities should be given an opportunity of prosecuting 
those people. What was the .answer? Government did not see fcheir way 
to grant the necessary sanction. We wore estopped from having recourse 
to a legal remedy. Then where are we to go? What are we expected to 
do in the circumstances? The Press is gagged; there are your laws, your 
Ordinances. The platform is barred; section 124A and the platform are 
synonymous terms. The legal remedy, such as I have just now described, 
although it is provided in the Criminal Procedure Code, is never allowed to 
be resorted to. T would like the Government to give a single instance, as 
T h.ave said before, whore the Local Government have actually granted 
sanction to a private citizen to prosecute offending policemen, no matter 
how good his case may be. There is no case on record, at any rate, of 
which I am aware. Iii this particular case T submit that that remedy 
was denied. What arc, then, the remedies left to the people? How are 
they going to ventilate their grievances? In ancient times there were 
Emperors^and T recall to my mind the name of Jehangir, who was the 
peoples' Emperor. Ho used to go about, invite people, and ask them what 
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their grievances were. How are we to \^enlilate ours? What is the autho- 
rity to which people, ordinary people, can go and place before them their 
troubles? I hiivo show’n you that personal approach is impossible. The 
])]atforiii is haiTed and the Press is gagged. The legal remedy is denied. 
And what are the people to do? Then you feel surprised that people resort 
to violence. Are they responsible for violence? Do they promote violence? 
You are the agents ; you are the dread instigators of that violence, — ^not this 
side but that side of the House. And, I submit, that is a question for your 
very careful consideration. If these are the methods which have been 
(.‘mploycd by the Government, I should not wonder if their consequences- 
arc sucli that \ou might have to rue them one of these days. On the very 
d{i\ wlien vve ai\j told that there is a change of ht‘avt — W(‘ welcome that 
changi' of heart, we are grateful to you that , hut please don’t take halt- 
lu*arted measures — then* was the* unfortunate incident in Calcutta. The 
British people sometimes do things, but they always do them with bad 
grace. There is such a thing as settlement out of court. If my claim 
against you is good, why do you compel me to go to a law courl, first of all 
to get a decree against you, then to put it in an execution court, and so on? 
If you tliink that my claim is good, why not settle it out of court? Why 
do \oii! fight inch by inch in the hope that perhaps it might not occur to 
me, peihaps T miglit not like to press the matter, or perhaps that you might 
still he in a position to have your own way. No. Look at it from the 
abstract point of view and say that our claims are good and grant them 
ungrudgingly. Don’t do it in a half-hearted manner. Yo\i say there is a 
change, I admit that there is a change, but is that change a change of the 
wlioU* heart or of one ventricle only? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time is very nearly up. 

Mr. B. B. Purl: If you order me. Sir, I will resume my seat. 

Mr. President: You can go on for a minute or two and then conclude. 

Mr. B. B. Puri: Well, one result of all this repression in a blindfolded' 
manner has been that the Government have not waited and considered the 
steps that they did really adopt, whether those stops led to their own ruin 
or to the ruimation of tlie people. I say a great man, one who was the 
great apostle of non-violence, a man who is oven admired by people over 
there, ov(*n a man like Mahatma Gandhi had been put behind the bars. 
He is a great apostle of non-violence, and I say he is divine, he is a man 
who is worshipped not only in this country but in countries abroad — say 
to shut up a man like him is a sin against the whole human race. I 
implore Government to have a careful consideration of the present situa- 
tion, and to sec for themselves that the w'ay and manner in which they are 
conducting these matters must lead to the ultimate ruin of their kind in 
fofo. (Applause.) 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, first of all, I must congratulate my Honourable friend 
Mr. Yamin Khan on his exceedingly friendly speech. We have heard him 
on another Eesolution this morning, and it seems that, since then, my 
friend has gone over his reincarnation — ^from nomination to election — and 
has undergone a change of heart. Now, he is representing his constituency 
and reflecting the views of the millions of his countrymen. (Laughter.) 

Sir, the object of this Eesolution is the creation of a conciliatory 
atmosphere. I congratulate ray Honourable friend Mr. B. E. Puri: 
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ou tlio very abl(*> speech tliat he has delivered just now — I can undi*i'- 
f;tand his feeling, coming as lie does from Lahore which is so near tsr^ 

4 pm R^d Amritsar. I am not here to recount tales of re 

pressioii. I am here to ask the Government of. India and the 
J^ritisli Government to create a conciliatory atmosphere. As I think of 
( oneiliation, my heart goes out to the Viceroy, that great Viceroy who re- 
cfiitly came to us with a message of goodwill and ordered the release' of 
‘JO Congress leaders. I loo hope that Lord Trwin will go down to history 
ti.s the groaiost Viceroy of India if lie (*au settle permanently this differ- 
ence between India and Ijiighuid and bring lasting peace between India 
ami Lritain. He is indec'd a great Viceroy. The other day when he 
addressed this House he spoke of Mahatma Gandhi as a great man and he 
sDoke of the C^oiigress movement as the gratf nionrinrnl. I 

M'Idom fomi<] the Treasury neuehes had the courage t(» sm\ that, ^riiev 
v\ill not say it, and even the Indian gentlemen who are in the Executive 
( ouiK'il do not have the cr>urag(‘ to say that the Congress movement is a 
great movement. Of course I iMui not asking that of iriy Civilian friends. 

Sir, the Viceroy l)i*ought about a very coneiliatorv atmospliere, hut what 
have my friends the Civilians done? Bubhash (.’haudVa Hose, known as King 
Snhhas of Bengal, the Mayor of Calcutta, led a procession to the Ochterlony 
Monument; he wanted to celebrate tlie Independence Day. Was it not 
colebraied in Dellii? Was it not celebrated in Allahabad where Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru addrc'sscd the audience? What did the police do in 
Bengal under tlie order of the Civilian Government there? It may be the 
Covt*rnor is a non-(h*vilian. They arrested liim, he was beaten too, and 
tlicy iin|)risoncd him. I was very pleased to readrtoday in the papers a 
statement from my friemd Mr. C. C. Biswas, who is not here today. Every- 
body who knows (hileutta polities will realise that in polities Mr. Biswas 
and ]\Ir. Subliash Bose are always at loggerheads. iMr. Biswas is reported 
to have said that it was an irony of fate that the good work of respon- 
sible statesmen in Whitehall and Delhi should bo thus neutraMsed. Although 
^^r. Biswas had supported, ou iiinuinerable occasions, the Government’s 
n pressive policy, ])oth in the ('aleutta (k)rporation and outside, today he 
condemns that policy of Government and regrets that Civilians should have 
gone against the Vi(*(*rov and against the will of His Majesty’s Government, 
against the Prime Minister, and should have created this situation. There 
Ims h(*en a similar situation, I am sorry to say, in my own province of 
iiiliav and Orissa, whore iniuicent men liave been killi'd by thc‘ .iction of 
tlie police. I^olice excesses were described in such detail by my friend 
Afr. Puri that 1 do not wish to go into it again. 

1 appeal to Government that ail political prisoners should be released. 
They should be given a general amnesty. How can His Excellency the 
Viceroy or the British Government expect a bettor atmosphere by the 
J’oloase of 20 Congress leaders when 25,000 other workers are still rotting in 
jail. They are all leaders in their own s[ihere. Today Mahatma Gandhi 
cannot (*om(^ and ap|)roaeh Lord Trwin and discuss possibilities of settle- 
ment, without those leaders coming out of jail and without getting their 
advice. After all, what is this All-India Congress Working Committee? 
It is merely the executive body of the Congress. The All-India Congress 
V ommittoe, consisting of B50 people, is the deliberative body that gives 
f'l’ders to the executive committee, the All-India Congress Working Com- 
mittee. What is the use of releasing only 29 gentlehien when over 82(1 
sre rotting today in jail ? Each of them is a leader in his own province 
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and in his own sphere. Sir, I want all political prisoners to be released. 
I want the Moplah prisoners in Madras to be released too. It was not 
their fault that they were dragged into that incident. I want the Meerut 
prisoners to be released also. I cannot understand why the Government of 
India fight shy of communist agents. 1 once asked my friend the gallant 
Baronet Sir Victor Sassoon on the floor of this House whether he could 
show me a Jive communist. He said, “Come over to Bombay and I will 
show you one”. I have not yet seen him. Eussia has not grasped or 
swallowed the whole of India. Nor has Eussia swallowed up England. 
What is the use of trotting out that bogey of communism? This Meerut 
trial is still continuing and I have not seen any communist aggression on 
India. I am grateful to my friend Haji Abdoola Haroon for reminding me 
about the frontier prisoners. IVitriots, as they all are, some of them died 
the death of martyrs in Peshawar. None of that crowd ran away. They 
were butchered and murdered by fire from the British soldiers. I read 
of one brave incident, though the Press was gagged at the time by the 
Ordinances, — a gallant J^athan having 21 bullets in his chest. Not a bullet 
was found fired at his back. Pathans, Sikhs, Hindus, all innocent but 
brave men were ruthlessly fired at and butchered. They were brave 
patriots all. I do not want to generate heat here. I ask the Government 
to grasp the situation in the light of thei speech of His Excellency Lord 
Irwin and not to destroy that calm atmosphere which is so essential now. 
Why are you afraid of the Congress? If they break the law, you can put 
them into prison tomorrow. Behave as honourable gi'nthunan find think 
of the Congress men as honourable men. Give them ii chance to prove 
that they are honourable .men. Jiomove from your mind the suspicion thfit 
the Congress will destroy the foundation of your buro-UK'ratic and imperial- 
istic Indian Empire. I hope Honourable Members on the other side are 
reading the signs of the times. If he has the time, I w’Ould ask the 
Honourable the Home Member to read Mr. Montagu s diary, where Mr. 
Montagu had made strictures on the Civil Service; that that Service would 
not see into things find were like a stone wall. The Honourable the 
Home Member’s Department is always guided by the police and the 
C. I. D. I would like to quote one little passage fiom Mr. Montagu’s diary 
to show how ridiculous the C. T. D. can sometimes nifike the sitiuition. 
Sir, it was Sir Sankaran Nair who, as a Member of the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council, invited Lord Hardingo to dinner at Madras. He Had wired to 
Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu, now dead, to send some sweetmeats: 

“One (lay in Madras Sankaran Nair was (entertaining Hardinge to dinner. Rasn 
was asked to send some Bengali sweets to grace the dinner. Basu sent a wire to Nair : 
‘The sweetmeats for the Viceroy will arrive tomorrow night.* The C. T. D., getting 
hold of this, of course stopped the telegram and the parcel** (Laughter), “and entered 
Basu and Xaiv as suspects, shadowing them for the rest of the time.** (Laughter.) 

Sir, my Honourable friend,, Sir James Orcrar, knows tliat necordmg to 
the C. I. D., bombs arc sweetmeats and sweetmeats arc bombs; and so 
these two eminent men were shadowed. Sir Sankaran Nair is, I suppose, 
oven today being shadowed. Sir, we are all being shadowed, the Ministers 
and the Leaders on this side, they are always receiving the closest attention 
from my friend, the Honourable Sir James Crerar’s Department, 
that, is the state of the atmosphere today. I ask my friends if they have 
read a recent book published in 1930 by Lieutenant-Colonel Osborne 
^‘Must England lose India?” Some time ago another civilian wrote a 
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bbok, “The Lost Dominion**. Well, I do not know why these gentlemen 
are so friendly, especially one who was in military service in India, but then 
I always find that when Britishers retire from India, wisdom dawns on 
them, but, alas, it is then too late. (Laughter.) Well, my friend. Colonel 
Osborne — ^I mean, not my friend, — ^well, I have never met him — anyway 
he is now a friend of mine — ^has written one thing about the Britishers. 
One of the recommendations which he makes to his countrymen who are 
serving in India is: — 

“Britishers, who after a few years’ stay in India, have been found temperamental’y 
incapable of getting on with Indians should be sent back to England.” (Laughter.) 

I hope therefore the Government of India, if they find some of their 
colleagues, some of their servants, are not falling into line with Mr. Kamsay 
MacDonald or Lord Irwin, will pack them off to England, on a propor- 
tionate pension, or on the full pension, or on compulsory retirement. 
(An’ Honourable Member: “As an undesirable commodity.**) (Laughter.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Osborne recommended fifteen points. Well, the book 
is here. Somebody however told me it was proscribed. I do not know. 
But I nm quoting from the ffindustan Review of NovembfT — December 
1930. It has fifteen points, not fourteen points. (Laughter.) 

“The salaries of British officials in India should be reduced. If French officials 
in French- Asiatic and African possessions can work on B500 and £1.000, there is no 
reason why British officials in India should be paid more.” 

The last recommendation is : 

IndUnt Penal Pode should be humani)<ed,** 

Sir, if that had been done, all those difficulties w'ould not have happened. 
Sir, I appeal to the Indian Civil Sor\nce with folded hands: “Take your 
oourage in both hands and act as gentlemen. Do not think of the past, of 
the imperialistic power you have enjoyed in India so far. I know some 
of you have lost your near and dear ones, and have buried them in this 
country. Some of you we regard and w^e respect, but do not think of the 
past power and position : think of the all powerful British Empire. India 
wants to remain part of the British Empire if you want to assist her and 
treat her as an equal, but if you want to crush us, you will never have 
India alongside the British Empire. “ Sir, the Bntish Empire without 
India would be a third-rate kingdom like Holland, but. Sir, the British 
Empire with India as an equal partner shall go on for ever as the biggest 
empire the world has seen, a humanizing agency, civilizing humanity and 
the world. And if you, the Civilians in the Treasury Benches, fail in that 
great task, you are ungrateful to England, the country from where you 
have come here, and you are ungrateful to India, whose salt you are eating. 
(Cheers.) 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar (Home Member): Mr. President, 
I was glad to hear the Honourable ]M ember who lias just resumed his 
seat preface his speech by saying that he recognized that the immediate 
necessity for India at this juncture was an atmosphere of tranquillity and 
conciliation. That, Sir, is a proposition I shall be the first to accept — 
indeed, it is one that I want the House to affirm. (Art Honourable 
Member: “And to act upon it'*.) It appears therefore to me a matter 
for regret that the Honourable the Mover of the Resolution, and those who 
have spoken in support of it, should have selected this particular occasion. 
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this particular time and this particular juncture to move a liesolution of 
this cliuracter. I regret it because it does undoubtedly impose upon me 
a duty \Nhieh 1 ^^'ish to discharge as adequately as 1 can and with”^ as 
much regard for the ultimate object which Air. 13. Das himself set forth 
as our hiiinediate objective; and in regard to all these necessities of the 
case, 1 shall S2)eak 1 trust with the greatest possible restraint. I do not 
feel, liuwever, Sir, that 1 can Jiave an) liesitation in saying that so far 
as the preface to the liesolution is concerned. Government, in the action 
which is denoted in tlio liesolution as repression, liave only been concerned 
in discharging tlieir Jirst and most primary duty, and they have done 
it with tlie ultimate and ever- persisting desire to secure that, during these 
iinpoi’tant periods ul transition, there shall be freedom of expression for 
avoiy v;iriet\ of political l bought on couslitutioiial lines. Sir, the policy 
of Governincnt, I submit, must be viewed as a whole; and its guiding 
feature, the centre of its policy for years past, hag been the promotion 
of political progress in India by constitutional means and on constitutional 
lines. That ptjlicv still stands good; and I do not think that Honourable 
AJembias opposite, if tliev consider tlie matter in a calm and unprejudiced 
spirit, can deny that throughout these many years, though the pace may 
have been slower than many could have wished, that underlying policy 
has jievsisted. 1 think also that am unprejudiced and candid judge will 
admit that in very recent times, in the course of the last few days, His 
AJajt*sty*s (lovernmeiit ami the ( ioveniim.‘nt of India have given very 
convincing proofs indeed of their goodwill towards India’s political aspira- 
tions and of their desire to see them expeditiously fulfilled. Those, Sir, 
are imjpositions which 1 think will not be denied. Now', Sir, 1 think 
that the use of tlie word ‘'repression’’ in the sense in which it is being 
employed in this liesolution misrepresents the steps Government have 
had to take, and is unfair as regards the policy of Government, which, 
as 1 sa\, has been directed towards the same object as the Honourable 
Meijibcr who preceded me has urged; and 1 particularly regret that, 
during tlie course of the debate, observations should have been made 
attributing to the public servants of (io\ eminent, more particularly to 
the police force, a line of conduct not consistent with humanity and in 
excess of their duties. 1 do not propose to go in any detail into those 
allegations or thos(5 suggestions, but I feel that it is incumbent upon me, 
here and now', to say on behalf of the GoN'ernment of India, that they 
wish to express their gratitude and their high sense of appreciation of 
tlu‘ services of a force which has always shown the greatest courage 
and devotion to duty, and has displayed tliose qualities in a higher degree 
during the last year than at any other time that 1 know' on record. 
(Hear, hear.) I must say this also, that the fact that the Government 
have had to employ extraordinary powers in order to maintain peace and 
order in this country has been a matter of great regret to them. They 
have done so in the discharge of their duty, for it is the primary duty of 
the Govciiiment to maintain the only possible conditions in which 
social conttmt and political progress can ever be attained. 
I do not intend to speak at great length on this topic because I 
entirely agree w'itli the Honourable gentleman who preceded me, that 
what we w^ant now is a return to conditioiiB of tranquillity. That is the 
greatest and most urgent thing now. (Hear, hear.) There is nothing 
which T desire less than by any word which I might say to do anything 
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which might be in any vAay prejudicial to tliose results. This restoration 
of tranquillity is a very urgent thing, and Government aie very anxious to 
see that object attained. But, Sir, I think also that they are entitled to 
Ask for the co-operation of this House, and I venture to ask Honourable 
Members opposite whether purely negative criticisms, such as we have 
heard merely unconstructivei attacks upon the policy of the GovermiKMit, 
are really likely to contribute to those ends. (Applause.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kuinaon Divisions: Xon-Muham- 
madan Rural): Sir, I, must congratulati? the Honourable the Home 
Member, ospecially after the very feeling speeches necessarily feeling, 
from this side of the House, on the great restraint that lu; exercised when 
be gave the reply. Sir, it is but natural, representing as we do the great 
feeling in the country, that we should give t*xpressioii to that feeling here, 
and 1 am really pleased that Hindu and Muhammadan alike echoed the 
sentiments which weigli with their constituents with that sim])]t‘ Cfindour 
which alone justifies their presence hero. Sir, I concede that it is but 
natural for tlie Honourable the Horn#* MemlxT, entrusted as he is with 
the task of maintaining law and order in tlu'so viaw dillicult. and «lnl)ious 
times, that he should conic* forward and ••ive iiis ])raise to the .])olice 
(Ollicers. At the same* time, it is equally natural for ns whost* I'onstituents 
have been labouring under tlie lathi blows cd' the? police, to speak as we 
liave -spoken. Sir, the Honourable the Home Member was ])leasc(l to 
take exeeptiou, I believe he* took exception, to the inainu'r in which 
Members on this side* of the* House at ibis linn laid chosi*n to speak. 
But, Sir, if they spoke* in the manner in which tliey did, the* responsibility 
for their speaking like tliat (‘iitirely rc*sts on the* mamuT in whic'h tlie 
Government havc3 been misliandling the situation (Hear, bear) and it is 
very ci’cditable that my Honourable* friend Mr. Yainin Klian, since his 
translation from ilu' nominated /.one to the ek'cted spheix*. slionld have 
improved in his manner of looking at things bureaucratic. Sir. I must 
r(?.spond to the appeal of the Honcnirable the Home* Member for the co- 
operation of this House, and the best manner in which this House* could 
respond to that appeal is by asking the Govc'vmncmt to look at things 
through Indian spc'ctaclos. Sir, not only we are co-opc*rating, but T shoiild 
like to say even the* Congress organ is.ati on with all the diflicultics rhat a 
political organisation witli a left wing movement has to face, is almost 
responding. The first response that came from the Congrc'ss. especially 
after the manner in which the Congress has been carrying on a crusade 
in the country and the manner in which that crusade was resisted hv a 
poliev of aclrainisiration through Ordinances, the response that the Congress 
has given, I am afraid, has not been adequately appr(*(*iated by the Honour- 
able the Home MIember. For, Rir, there was not fbroiigliouf bis speech 
one single sentence to recognise bow the Congress has altered its policy, 
as it strikes us and as it ought to strike auy one who is able to look at 
things less through law and order spectaides. As soon as it received a 
telegram from England, the Working Committee of the. Indian National 
Congress resisted, instead of yielding to the temptation of publishing their 
own verdict, whatever it might be, on the Premier’s pronouncement. That. 
Sir, is an effort towards co-operation. That, Sir, is an act of response. 
It was easv for them to set the country on fire ; it was onsv for them to 
say, ‘‘Go on as you have gone ahead”; it was easy for them to wave 
the’ red flag and blow the bugle; but they did not do that. Like wise 



462 LEdtSLATivE ASSEMBLY. [29 th Jan. 1981. 

[Mr. C. S. Btinga Iyer.] 

statesmen — then* cun be no wiser statesmen today in the Congress ranks 
than Pandit Motilal Nehru and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Hear, 
hear) — ^long may they live and we hope and trust, and in this hope and 
trust 1 am sure even tlie Honourable the Home Member and the Honour- 
able the Leader of the House will agree with me, that the Pandit may 
be spared long for the work of this country (Hear, hear) — ^like wise states- 
men, both the Pandits, the sanest heads in the Cf)ngres8, resisted the 
temptation of releasing their opinions to the country. That is an act 
of co-operation. 

Hr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : May I ask the Honourable 
Member if he regards it as co-operation that Mr. Gandhi should announce 
that India is not to be allowed to have self-government till England has 
enforced prohibition upon India? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga lyer: As we are approaching the evening, I concede 
that the Honourable tlie Leader of the European Group should be rather 
frightened of the talk of prohibition. (Laughter.) Even India has a 
right 

Mr. Arthur Moore: I am only inviting a discussion upon it. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Yes, even India has a right to go dry when 
the Indian people are represented in India's Parliament, as the American 
public are represented in the American Parliament. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Why not leave it to India? 

Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer: Mr. Gandhi is aspiring to get for the United 
States of India-to-be the same rights, the same privileges and the same 
authority that the self-governing United States of America happens to 
possess. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Then why ask England to enforce prohibition upon 
India ? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: The Honourable Member, representing the Euro- 
pean group, is perhaps thinking of the enforcing of prohibition through 
civil disobedience, which is a more civil way than declaring war. Mahatma 
Gandhi's method is I think the best method, unknown yet to the West, 
but I do hope, now that they are talking of disarmaments, they will begin 
to understand his principle and programme as at least one great English- 
man, the greatest authority to-day in this country, appears to have 
understood it. (Hear, hear.) I would recommend to the European Asso- 
ciation to study once again the reflections that the late Mr. Edwin 
Montagu had made upon them, as the intcrniptions of the Honourable 
the Leader of the European Association make me suspect that Mr. 
Montagu's reflections have made absolutely no impression upon them 
and that they are still continuing like the stickrin-the-muds unwilling to 
change and resisting all tendencies towards change. 

Sir, coming now from this interregnum of interruption to the main 
issue which the Honourable the Home Member, with the responsibility 
attaching to his position, as contrasted with the irresponsibility which 
exalts my friend's (Mr. Arthur Moore’s) position over there (Laughter), so 
seriously and so wisely put to us, I must develop my argument as to 
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what the Congress has done. 1 have already said the first thing, namely, 
their unwillingness to release, notwithstanding the temptation to do so 
as the leaders of a great movement, their opinion on the present situa- 
tion and the pronouncement of the Prime Minister pending the arrival 
of the Indian delegates from England and consultation with them in 
regard to certain things which have happened in England, and of which 
they are as much unaware as we are in this House. 

Nov^^ Sir, the second gesture of co-operation which the Congress has 
luiide is the weakening of the whole Congress programme. 1 am not at 
present seeing week by week the reports of the Government of India 
communicated to Great Britain on the Indian situation; but if they 
indulge in that luxury of propaganda, they will bo revealing that the 
movement has very considerably weakened since the release of the poli- 
tical prisoners. If you ask them to lay down their arms, I say you are 
asking them to do the impossible ; for they are in the position not of con- 
stituted authority, to whom the whole administration from top to bottom 
is responsible, but they are in the disadvantageous position of rebels* 
And the same loyalty and the same discipline that you find in the admi- 
nistrative machinery, you do not find among rebels. Once they lay 
down their arms, they will be playing into your hands, and they know 
that they will be playing into your hands. Once they lay down their 
anna, they will not be able so hiuriedly to revive the movement. It will 
he accepting what would be tantamount to nothing more than a dictated 
peace which you are trying to enforce. Sir, it is utterly impossible for 
the Congress at present to lay down their arms until they know exactly 
where they stand and know" it beyond the cloud, of words which the 
Ih'iine Minister's statement has produced; until, as Sir Samuel Hoare 
truly said, the picture is fully filled. That is their position. They are 
n‘s[)onsible men, responsible to their own following whom you have not 
released. Is this an armistice, releasing the Generals and keeping their 
followers in prison? You wiere afraid of their followers; you 
want the Generals to repudiate their followers. This is a 
kind of thing which you cannot expect them to do. That way does not 
lie statesmanship. Once you have released Mahatma Gandhi, once you 
have released the members of the Working Committee, it is not either 
fair or just for you, it is not statesmanlike, it is not prudent, to keep 
their followers in jail. Sir, co-operation therefore must come from the 
Government themselves. Mahatma Gandhi is not today manufacturing 
salt as he was doing when you interned him; Mahatma Gandhi is not 
today raising his earthquake movement as he did when you interned 
him. Therefore my liumble suggestion to the Government is to take 
their courage in both hands and do the right thing. I admit that this 
Kosolution has wandered into regions which have been slightly altered, I 
should say very much altered, by the recent announcement, the generous 
pronouncement, the wise and statesmanlike move, releasing the leaders 
of the Congress. Follow it up and do not for a moment imagine that 
in the ranks of the Congress are blind followers. They are men who can 
think for themselves; they are not blind voting automatons; they are 
not nominated Members of the Central Legislature. (Laughter.) Sir, 
th(',y think for themselves and they have not read, as some of us have 
i*ead, the Premier's pronouncement. That opportunity has been denied 
to them because in their third class treatment they do not have the same 
facilities that some of the leaders enjoy. The Congress leaders are more 
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followers than leaders. If they had just adopted the attitude that my 
friend and leader Sir Hari Singh Gour adopts today, they would have tho 
same following in the country that iny friend and leader Sir Hari Singli 
Gour will have in the country. They are leaders today because they ar<i 
representing in themselves a movement of which they are the lea<iers; 
and therefore if only you release the followers, as you must do for you 
cannot ]nit bach the liauds of the clock, the followers will think for them- 
selves, and I veTiture to think you can depend on the coll(‘(*tive wisdom 
of the Congress; and if their collective wisdom is not as yon and I oxpt‘«M 
it will be, then there will be dissension of opinion in their t)wn ranks. 
Tlufrefore uisdom and statesmanship alike will make you go forward in 
the bold direction in which yon have taken the first step. 

Sir, 1 once again thank, and 1 once again congratulate the Honour- 
able tile Home Member on lh(‘ wisdom and restraint with which he has 
spoken, in the hope that ho will follow up the courageous policy of tlu. 
Socialist (lOvernmont cum Conservative Viceroy and reic‘as(‘ ,ill the jioliii 
cal prisoners. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday. 11 k- 
‘2iid February, 1931. 
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Monday, 2nd February, 1931. 

The Assembly mot in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN : 

Mr. Tarun Ram Phookun, M.L.A. (Assam Valley : Non-Muhammadan). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Seizure by the Police at the Gauhati Post Office of a Packet 

RECEIVED FROM THE AlL-InDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE. 

213. ♦Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that in September, 
jil30, a packet insured for Rs. 50 from the Acting General Secretary of 
the All-India Congress Committee, Allahabad, addressed to the General 
Secretary of the Assam Provincial Congi-ess (Miiimittee was seized at the 
Gauhati Post Otlice by the police, while it was being delivered to the 
addressee? 

(b) What did the packet contain? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 am informed that the packet was 
st'ized by the police after it had been delivered ,to the addressee. I re- 
gret I am not in a position to disclose its contents. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, may I know whether the packet was re- 
turned to the man who despatched it or to the man to whom ij was 
addressed? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: My information is that it was deli- 
vered to the addressee. 

Lo.ss OF Insured Articles in the Railway Mau. Seryic e at Itarst. 

214. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether there was any case of loss of insured articles in the Itarsi 
liailway Mail Service? If the answer ho in tlio alhi'iiiative. wliat was the 
value of the. insured articles lost? 

{h) Will Government be pleased to state whether the case has since 
boon detected and the articles delivered to their respective addressees? 
If the answer ho in the negative, ^ill Govcrnni(‘iil he pleased in the 

steps taken to compensate the owners for the loss? 

(c) WiW Government be pleased to state the names of the officials with 
their communities involved in this case and what disciplinary action has 
been taken against them? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) A ease was reported on May 291h, 1020, of the 
loss at Tiarsi of loiters insured for Rs. 5,174-12-0. 

(h) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative. As 
K'gards the second ]’art, the senders of the insured articles have been coni- 
pensated for the loss. 
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(c) Government are not prepared to divulge either the names of the 
officials involved in this case, or the communities to which they belong. 
Disciplinary action has been taken either in the form of monetary re- 
coveries or of stoppage of annual increments. 

1215—219. 

Appointment of Guards on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

220. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government please state if 
the guards in “A*’ grade of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway are re- 
cruited direct or are promoted from those in ''B'* grade? 

(b) What are the qualifications for direct appointment in “A** grade? 

(c) What is the total number of guards in “B*’ grade and how many 
of them are non-Indians? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have called for information from the Agent 
and will commimicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Appointment of a Trade Commissioner from the Central Provinces. 

221. *Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Will Government please state how 
many Trade (kimmissloiiers have been sent to foreign countries this year 
and how many do Government contemplate sending next year? 

(h) Will GovcrnrncMit please state whether Trade Commissioners sent 
to foreign countries include any nominated from the Central Provinces? 
If so, were they from the official class or from the business class? 

(c) If reply to part (h) be in the negative, will Government please state 
wily no person wag appointed from the Central Provinces? 

(d) Will Government please stale the qualifications required for the 
post of a 'Frnde C<mimissioneiy and will Government please state whether 
they are prepared to nominate some business man from Central Ihoviiiees? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) One Indian Trade Commissioner 
will be appointed this year at Hamburg. When further appointments will 
be made depends upon the financial situation. 

(/}) The officer who has been selected for appointment at Hamburg does 
not belong to the Central Provinces. The latter part of the question does 
not arise. 

(o) Nominations were invited from Provincial Governments and certain 
other authorities for the Trade Commissionership at Hamburg and the 
candidate who was considered best qualified for the post was selected. 

(d) Different qualifications are required for different posts. So far as 
appointments of non-officials are concerned, these will be made on the 
advice of the Public Service Commission, who will notify the qualifications 
required for each post as and when applications are invited by them. It 
.was open to business men in the Central Provinces to apply to the Com- 
mission when that body recently called for applications for the post of 
Trade Commissioner at Milan, and it will be open to them to do so in 
future if and when the Commission invites applications for any other post 
of Trade Commissioner. 


t Questions withdrawn by the questioner. ' 
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Assessment of Income-tax fkom Business Men. 

222. *Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that in every 
business, some expense is incurred, of which it is not in the interest of 
business to give details or to make a record? 

(b) Is it a fact that Income-tax officers do not accept the above 
expenditure as a valid deduction from income owing to the details thereof 
having not been given? 

(c) Are Government aware that the above practice is very adversely 
affecting the interest of business? 

(d) What do Government propose to do to remove this hardship to 
business men? 

(e) Do Government propose to fix a certain percentage of income to be 

considered as bond jide expenditure under head on an asscssee's filing 
an alhdaric as tc tno exp^ndikutE harm^ Actually been incurred in the 
interest of business? ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission, Sir, I will 
answer questions Nos. 222, 223 and 224 together as the answer is the same 
in each case. T invite the attention of tlve Honourable IMcmbcr to the 
answer that I gave to an exactly similar question asked by Rai Bahadur L. 
Paniia Lai on the 14th July, 1930. 

Assessment of Income-tax from Business Men. 

•j*223. *Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that under 
the existing Income-tax Act even the income-tax paid in a year is not 
deducted from the assessable income-tax of that year? 

(b) Will Government state on what principle is this bo7id fide expendi- 
ture not recognised? 

(c) Are Government aware that much heart-burning has been caused by 
this method of determination of assessable income? 

(J) Do Government intend to do anything in the direction of removing 
this disability of the assessees? 

Assessment of Income-tax from Business Men. 

t224. *Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Arc Government aware that a large 
number of petty traders and contractors have neither the necessity nor the 
means of keeping accounts according to the system acceptable to income- 
tax officers? 

(b) Is it a fact that in all those cases the income-tax officers apply 
an arbitrary flat rate of profits to determine the income? 

(c) Are Government aware that owing to the arbitrary application of 
flat rate of profit there is-' great discontent among the petty traders, affected 
thereby ? 

(d) Is it a fact that suggestions have been made to the Government to 
have a Standing Advisory Committee of business men formed at every place 
1^0 fidvise the Licomo-tax Officer in the determination of the flat rate of 
profit ? 


t For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 222 , 
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(e) Do Government propose to carry out the above suggestion? If 
not, how do Government propose to ensure that the flat rate of profit so 
arrived at, is not unduly excessive? 

Assessment of Income-tax from Business Men. 

226. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Purl: (a) Is it a fact that, under the existing 
Income-tax Act, loss in a business is set off against incontie only in the 
year in which that loss occurs, even if the amount of loss is considerably 
in excess of the income of the year? 

(h) Is il. a fact that several Chambers of Commerce have protested 
against ih(i above system and have urged the setting off of the whole loss, 
even if this process extends to the years succeeding llie one in which tlie 
loss has occurred? 

(c) What action have Government taken on this protest? 

(d) Do Government propose to so alter the law that a business loss 
is sot off against assessable income till the whole amount of the loss is thus 
accounted for? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d). 1 refer the Honourable MembiT to the reply that I gave in 
this House to an nnstarred question on. the same subject asked by feardar 
Sant Singh on the 28th January. 


Passes issued to Subordinate Railway Employees, 

226. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Is it a fact tliat ]>ass(‘s to railway 
employees drawing Rs. 75 or less are not issued for foreign lines beyond a 
certain distance? 

(h) Arc (uwormiicnt ewaro that (he vasj niitjfa'ity of railway siibcrli- 
nates belong to this grade and that the present restriction is causing 
great hardship to them? 

{('} Is it a fact llial re]>rcsontatio.ii has hi'cn made bv tlic vail\va\ cin- 
])loyees to redress certain grievances in connection with issuing of passes? 

(d) Do Govermnont ju’oposc under the circumstances to remove the 
above restriction? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: I wouM invile tlu* TT(moin*ahlc Aroinber’s atlm- 
lion ir) Ihe reply given hy iiie in Simla on ihc Mih July, 1980, to lln 
hihadur Lnla Panna Lai s qnesiion Yo. OJ which was identical Avitli tlie 
present, qiu'stion. 


Mr. K. Ahmed: T rise to a point of on lev. Honourable AI embers 
giving notice of tlui same (|ueRtion, sometimes word for word, an idenlicnl 

question, and asking for answer from the. Oovernrnent is a matter of groal 
regret. 


^ 'f Hononrablu IVIcmbor 

IS (ibitlcd to onlKM^o anotber Honourable Aloniber? ' 
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Mr, President: I am listening to the Honourable Member’s point of 
order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed; Now, Sir, the question therefore arises whether tho 
Honourable Members, without disturbing the office, without disturbing 
the Honourable Members of the Treasury Bench, can put questions which 
have been answered. The Honourable Member who has put questions now 
hnows that only ii few months ago the same question was put, and there 
is no doubt that interested persons vory^ often hand over the same copies 
of questions to send to the Secretary for answers. 

Mr, B. Das: He was not a ]\[ember then. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: lie should not put the same (pieslion again in order to 
prevent, all this unnecessary botheration, llepetition of same questiojis is 
not. allowed unless one year has already ('lapsed. 

Mr. President: I do not see that there is any point of order. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Ts it not a ])oint of disorder? 

Mr. President: Order, ordc'v. 

Mr. K. Alimed: If tiu' same question is ashed in the same Session or 
within a year — within a year, I tliink. is the ruh' or the Standing Orrh'r — 
that ((ueslion eamiol !)(* |.»ut .again, and it should not have Ix'en allowed. 

Mr. President: It would a. vc'ry good thing for every new Member 

look u|) all th(.* proceedings of the Assembly ev('r since, il was c(.)nsti- 
hifial. In that c-ase ho would be fully aware of everything tb.at li.as gone 
l)elbre. But as tb.at is rather a tall order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Tlu' llules and Standing Orders sn])plied to ns, and 
1 tliinlc, Sir, yon liav(' got a copy before \ou. .... 

Mr. President: l have told the Honourable Member that it is not a 
]>oint of order. 


Advisoky Boakds on Rait.ways. 

227. *Mr, Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) What is the existing arrangement 
for the provisiem of Advisory Boards in railways in India? 

(1>) Wliat is the constitution of tlu'se Boards? 

(c) What is tin? representation of the commercial and industrial classes 
on those Boards? 

{(1) Are Government prepared to consider tlie desirability of creating 
-/Ndvisory Boards in every division of Bnilwav in eas(' it has proved useful, 
where it exists at present? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: 1 would n'fi'r (lie Honourable ]MGmber to the 
i*eply whi(*li T gave on Ibo bltli of July, lOJO, to an identical (piestion 
put by Ihii Bahadur Lala Banna Lai. 

Overcrowding of Third Class Railway Carriages and Provision of 
Fans in Intermediate Class Compartments. 

. 228. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that there 

still a good de.al of overcrowding third class e.arriages on all lines, 
especially on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway? 
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(b) Do Government proposed to issue instructions to the railway officers 
concerned that the number of passengers actuaUy seated in a compartment 
should not exceed the maximum number permitted to be accommodated in 
that compartment? 

(c) Do nny arrangements exist at present for duplicate trains at im- 
portant stations to convey passengers left behind? If sOj where? If not, 
do Government propose to consider the desirability of arranging duplicate 
trains at times of need when there is a rush of traffic? 

\tl) Is there anv proposal of providing fans in intermediate class and 
third class carriages in the Summer season? Tf so, when is this reform 
likely to take effect? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The inconvenience of overcrowding in third 
class cairiages has been , reduced during recent years l)y tbc provision of 
more passenger coaclies. Hallways h[we been taking .a periodical census 
of third (‘lass ])ass(?ngers in running trains, and of the actual scaling 
accommodation, to enable an opinion to be arrived at as to what extra 
carriages may be required. Tlicsc census figures indicate that the over- 
crowding in trains is decreasing and not growing and the question of the pro- 
vision of an adequate number of trains and coaches is a matter which re- 
ceives the constant atiention of Hailway Administrations. The census 
figures do not show that overcrowding occurs especially on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Hailway, and the matter is one which receives the constant atten- 
tion of the Groat Indian Peninsula Hailway Administration and of its Local 
Advisory Committee. 

(b) Government are aware that Hailway Administrations are giving 
attention to the question of overcrowding and do not consider that the issue 
of instructions is called for at this stage. 

(c) An arrangement for running duplicate trains is not normally feasible. 
Information as to the number of passengers intending to entrain is not 
available beforehand, and it is not known whether the number of passen- 
gers for whom it will not be possible to find accommodation in the regular 
service will be adequate to .justify the running of an unscheduled train. 

(d) Government do not propose to introduce fans in intermediate and 
tliird class carriages, at any rate, at present. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it not a fact that some of the Hail way 
Administrations liave cut do^\n the number of trains on their systems 
rt'centl y ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: That is so, Sir, owing to a reduction in the traffic 
offering. 

Dr. Z^auddin Ahmad: Has Ihe Hailway Board issued any orders not 
to overcrowd compartments in trains? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: The orders which have been issued either by 
the Hail way Board or the Hail way Administrations are those which I have 
described in my answer to the ' question, namely, a census is taken at 
regular intervals in order to see if there is any overcrowding in particular 
trains, and if it is proved thfit there is any overcrowding necessary action 
is taken. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I take it that the provisions of the Indian 
Hallways Act arc beiiig applied to those railways on which overcrowding 
occurs ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons: To wdiich provisions does the Honourable Mem- 
ber refer? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: To the provisions that the railways are to pay 
a penalty every day for each train on which overcrowding occurs? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No, Sir. I think you may take it for granted 
lliat that provision is not being applied. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I know the reason why? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Hoenuse, as I have explained, the action we are 
taking to prevent overcrowding appears to Government to be suHicient, 
and therefore they do not propose to take further aclion at this stage. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is any punishment prescribed for not observing 
these rules about ovcrcrow'ding ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I think there is some misunderstanding: at 
present there is no question of applying any punishment. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: Is it loft to the free will of the station staff 
whether thev do observe or they do not observe the rules about overcrowd- 
big? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I should not draw that conclusion myself. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: But others do draw that conclusion. 

Appointments in the Traffic Department of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 

229. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government bo pleased to 
state liow many appointments in tlie Trallic Department carrying a salary 
exceeding Rs. loO per mensem have been made since 1924 in the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway? 

(b) How many of the above appointments have gone to new men? 
What are their qualifications and what procedure was adopted in their 
selection? 

(c) What are the rules affecting the prospect of a railway employee 
working on the maximum pay of bis post for some years ? 

{d) Is there any system under which a railway employee working on 
tile maximum pay of a post in a certain Department for some years and 
having no opening for promotion in that branch, can be transferred to 
some other railway branch? If so, what is tliab system and are there any 
rules governing the same? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (6). The information sought by the 
'Honourable Member cannot be obtained except with considerable expen- 
diture of time and labour, which Government regret they arc not prepared 
to incur. 

(c) I am sending the Honourable Member a copy of the instructions 
delating to this matter. 
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{d) Individual cases, are considered on their merits. There are no 
rules. 

Alleged Racial Dlscrimination in the Pay of Improvers on the 
Bengal Naopitr Railway. 

230. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Is it a fact that the starting pay 
for the Anglo-Indian improvers in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops 
has been fixed at Rs. 120 per mensem but for improvers rccniited from 
grade apprentices, a pav of Rs. 4o per mensem has been fixed? 

(h) If so, what are the reasons for this differential treatment? 

(c) Are Government prepared to reconsider this racial discrimination 
in matters of pay? If not, why not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: With yonr permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
this and the following (jiiostion together. 

The llbnonrabh' Menilx'r’s attention is invited io my I’eply to questions 
Nos. 81 and 82 of Mr. S. C. ]\litra of the 14th July, lOjO, wliieh arc ideiiti- 
eal with liis questions. 

Allowances of Apprentices at the Kijaracji'I'k Rati.way 
Workshops. 

t231. *Mr. Goswami M, R, Puri: (a) Arc Government aware that two 
different scales of subsistence allowance have been fixed for the apprentices 
in the Kharagpur Railway W’orksbops, x'tiz., (i) for the Anglo-Indian 
appre]itie(‘s. Rs. to Rs. fin and (ii) for the Indian grade '‘A’' apprentices, 
Rs. 2() to Ils. ])er month, during the tenure of lludr five years appren- 
ticeship? 

{h) Arc Government prepared to consider once again the anomaly 
and discrepancy in fixing those two separate scales, of subsistence allow- 
ances for tlu' appivnliees in the Kharagpur Railway Workshops? If not, 
why not ? j ’ 

(o) Do Government propose to instruct the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
to fix a unifoiTu scale of subsistence allowance for all their apprentices in 
Kharagpur Railway WorksliO])s, !m*s])eci ive of tlu'ir hirtli and ('olour, and 
to start and train them all on equal terms for all purposes? If not, why 
not ? , 

Tenure of Office of Executive Members of Provincial 

Governments. 

232. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: Will Government he pleased to state 
what the tenure of office of executive members of Provincial Govern- 
ments under the Government of India Act is, and to state the autho- 
rity for this? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: I would refer the Honourable TMem- 
bor to the replv given to U. Dwe’s starred question No. 70 on the 141li 
July, 19B0. 


J* pEiOr answer to this qiie.stion, see answer to starred question No. 230. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


463 


Mr. K. P. Thampan: May I ask whether, in Madras, the Honourable^ 
Sir Muhammad Usman, the Home Member, is proposed to be given a 
further extension of his office? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I have no information on that 

subject. 

Eabnings from different Classes of Passenoip.s on ire Gffat 
Indian Peninsula and Bengal Nagpur Railways. 

233. *Mr. Goswami M. R, Puri: Will Government be pleased to state 
ilie amount of earning from the passengers travelling in first, second, in- 
termediate and third classes of the Groat Indian Peninsula Railway and 
Bengal Nagpur Railway for the year 1929-19»S0? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: In 1029-30, the (‘arnings were as hdlows : — 


— 

1st Class. 

-jif! Class. 

1 

Intermediate : 
Class. 

.‘Jrd Class. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

H.s. 

R^. 

Gieal IncPaa Peninsula 
Railway 

•2;k?s,ooo 

:io,4o,ooo 

, S,7?.00U 1 

3,01,77,000 

l^ongat Nageur Railway . 

7,7«,U0O 

s,7r>,uoo 

1 la.sicuuo I 

1,03.74X00 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: lla.vc Iho various classes of (he (ravelling public, 
first, second, in(crin«‘(]ia(e and (bird been a pa\ing pi’oposilion (o tlic 
Railway Board? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: I sl^onld lUit like (o expri*ss au opinion on (ha( 
merely in reply to a (jueslion. 

Investments in PostOffice Cash Cfrtiftcai i s and iNu ri JrT 

THEREON. 

234. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) What is the total amount of in- 
vcsiinint in Post Ollice Cash Ci*r{ ificates in the \ear 1029-31 r/ 

{h) What is the amount of interest Government paid in the year 
1929-30 for investment in Cash Certificates? 

(c) What is the rate of interest which Government actually pays on 
Cnsh Cert ideates? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: {a) The m t iiu vease in the total 
of Post Olliee Cash (’erliheaies out standing in 1929-3(^ was Rs. 2,70,33.000. 
Th(‘ toi.-d outstanding at tlie end of tiie linaiicial year was Rs. Jhli, 00. 59,000. 

(/>) Rs. 73.20,000. 

(r) The rati' of interest now being ])aid on new Cash C'ertilicat cs works 
out at 6 per cent, compound interest, if the Certiticates , are held for the 
hdl i)eriod of five years. If they aiv* repaid earlier, the rate is lower, i.t .. 
*> per cent, if held for four years, -I]- per cent, if hold for three years, 
per cent, if held for two years and 4 ])er cent, if held for one year. No 
Interest is paid if the Cert ideate is caslied within a year. , 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Tin’s is the rate of interest which is officially 
allowed. Bui, can iho Honourablo IMember toll me what is the rate of 
interest wliicli the Government is actually paying on these Cash Certi- 
ficates? It will probably work out to about 3 per cent. only. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The answer to that question 
dojicnds on the actual encashments in any particular year, and we can 
only give an ans\\’er to that question in relation to a particular year for 
which the tignres are available. The Honourablo Member is, I am sure, 
aware of flic now systcan of calculating interest on Post Olfice Cash Certi- 
ficates, tliat is to .‘;ay for calculating the amount of interest for which we 
make p7T)vision in the a-nnual Budget, which I pro])osed to this Assembly 
last year. I am afraid 1 cannot answer the Honoui’ablc ]\lember’s question 
more exactly tlian that. 


Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

235. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government please state 
u tlicrc has been any prosecution in any of the provinces of India in 
Goiincction with the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1920, and if so, how 
many and with what results? 

(b) Have Government ascertained how many child maiTiagcs as de- 
fined by the Act, have been performed between the Isfc October, 1929, and 
iho 30th September, 1030, in each of the provinces of India? If not, are 
Government prepared to make an enquiry into the matter and lay the 
information on the table? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Tlie infonualioii is being obtain- 
ed from the Local Governmenls, and will be supplied fo the Honourable 
Member when it is received, 

(b) I invite attention to the reply given by the Honourable Mr. Haig 
to part (b) of unsttrmjd question No. 104 on the ICth July. 


Extra Expenditure and Fall xn Revenue Caused by the Activities 

OF THE Congress. 

93t5. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: Will Government be pleased to state 
what extra expenditure and wdiat extent of fall in revenue the Govern- 
ment anticipate as a direct result of the Congress movement and how do 
they })roposc to meet the deficit? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Wiili your permission, Sir, I 
shall deal with questions Nos. 236 and 238 togetlicr. As I stated a LiW 
days ago in reply to a qucriiioii by Mr. B. Das, I hope to discuss the posi- 
tion a- leugih in my budget speech. Meanwhile, T am afraid, the Honour- 
able Member will have to be content with such information as is available 
in the published returns. 


Railway Accidents. 

237. *Mr. Goswami M. R, Puri: Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing (a) the total number of railway accidents 
which occurred in India in the year 1929-30, (b) a statement from^ the 
Railway Board giving the results of the enquiries into those accidents 
made 1^ the Government Inspector of Railways, and (c) compensation 
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paid to the injured and to the family members of the persons who suc^ 
cunibed on account ot the same? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The total number of accidents of all descrip- 
tions on Indian liailways during 1929-30 was 23,526. 

(h) Eeports for the half years ending the 30th September, 1929, and 
the 31st March, 1930, of enquiries made by the Government Inspectors of 
Railways into accidents have been published, and copies of them are in 
Hie Library of the House. 

(c) This information is not readily available and io collect and compile 
il would involve a considcral)]o expenditure of time and labour. 

Heeicit in Customs Revenues. 

f288. *Mr. Goswaml M. R. Puri: Will Government be pleased to state 
the deficit in the Central Revenues, particulaidy Customs, during the last 
half-year (1st April to the end of September 1930) as compared with the 
corresponding pari of the last year, and the estimate of rc'ceipt during the 
half year in question? 

Appointments on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

239. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please refer to the reply 
given to my nnstarred question of the IGtIi July, 1930, and state what is 
the number of appointments of (i) Yard Controller, (ii) Yard Poreman; (hi) 
Loco. Poreman; (iv) Transportation Inspector; antV (v) Station Superin- 
tendent on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway? 

(h) How many vacancies occurred in each jf these appointments since 
iho five recruits in question completed their training? How many of 
them have been filled by: (i) Europe.ans and Anglo-Indians; and (ii) 
by Indians? What ai)pointments did they hold, and wlint special qualifica- 
tions did they acquire before they were called upon to fill those vacancies? 

(c) Will Government please also state whether the claims of the afore- 
said recruits were considered in connection with those vacancies? If not, 
why not? 

(d) If the answer be in the negatiA^c, Avill Government please state on 
what grounds the claims of these recruits were ignored? 

(e) Is it not a- fact that these recruits have been tahen to hold appoint- 
ments mentioned in part (a) above at an earlier age? If so, why have they 
been started so low as Goods Driver? What objection is there to their 
being appointed straight away as Yard Poroman, Loco. Foreman? 

Is it a fact that they have been especially trained to hold those appoint- 
ments? 

(/) How far plea of “no vacancies’' is tenable in regard to ihe 
above posts? Is it a fact that the same plea, may bo advanced in regard 
to posts of Goods Drivers? If not, why not? 

Mr, A. A, L. Parsons: With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
this and question No. 240 together. I have called for certain infonnation 
from the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and will communicate 
^4th the Honourable Member on its receipt. 


t For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 236. 
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Appointments on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

] 240. *Mr. S. 0 . Mitra: (a) What is the difference between the emolu- 
ments of a Yard Controller and those ui a Goods Driver on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway? 

(b) Will Government please state whether the posts of Station Superin- 
tendents have been abolished? If so, whether any new appointments 
have been created corresponding to those appointments? What Is the 
designation of, and what rates of pay have been fixed for, these new 
appointments ? 

(g) Wiil Government please also state how the trained recruits refer- 
red to in the preceding question will attain the grade of Station Superin- 
tendents at existing rates of pay, if eorn^sponding a])pointTneuts at 
these rates or higher lates of f)ay have Ix'en created or arc not to b(‘ 
created ? 

(d) Will (xovernmeiit please refer t(^ the nqdy given to my question 
No. 13o on the IGtli July, 1930, and stafe why these recruits are further 
being tested as Goods Engine Driver when they have already passed as 
Goods Engine Drivers and have als(^ worked in tliat capacity during tlie 
stipulated period of training in accoi'dance with the terms cf agreement? 

(c) Is it a fact that the appointments such as those mentioned in 
part (a) of the preceding question on the liaiiway are somc3 times kept 
vacant for years togelher, and acting arrangcamaits are made to fill their, 
up? Under whoso anthoritv are tlu‘se acting arrangtaneni s made? Why 

do tliese acting arrangcmenls remain in force for so long a period? 

(f) How many such acting appointmetits have been made since these 
recruits liave completed their training? 

(ff) Is it a fact that tliest* men had been trained as mocbanical ('Ugiueovs 
ill some tec1mi('.al or engineering coll(*ge for souk* yt‘ars ixJore their selec- 
ti»)n MS 'ri'MUsport Apprenl i('es? If so, wh\ liav(‘ these trained men not 
!)oen provided with appointments as Assistant Loco. Foreman or other 
similar ai)])ointin(‘nts‘’ llnve they, in addition to Uieir training in a re- 
cognised institution, Ix'en trained for a furtlu'r jx'riod of five or six years 
in the llaihvay itself? 


OUBH ANT) RoHILKTIAND RaIFAVAA^ StAFF EMPLOYED ON THE EasT TnDTAN 

Railway. 

241. *Lala Brij Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) wludlicr employees of the old Oudh and. Rohilkhand Railway are 

still employed on the East Indian Railway Administration at 
(.^alcntta and divisions outside the United Provinces; if so. 
what is their exact number; 

(b) whether this staff desires a transfer to East Indian Railway 

divisions in the United Provinces; and 

(c) whether any steps have been taken to transfer the staff wisnmg 

to return to the United Provinces as early as possible? 


J" For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 239. 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Very elaborate enquiries would be neces- 
siiry to discover exactly how many employees of the old Oudh and Rohil- 
kliand Railway are serving within the United Provinces; and owing to 
transfers in the daily course of business, the information collected would be 
out of date before it was received. Tt can, however, be taken for granted 
that there are some such employees. 

(b) This could only be ascertained by enquiries from each individual. 

(c) Government have no doubt that the Agent and other olhcers of the 
East Indian Railway attempt to mc'et the wishes of individuals in this 
way, when they can do so- without prejudicing public interests. 


Local Recruitment of Subordinate Staff of Railw ays. 

242. *Lala Bri] Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
any instructions have been issued to the Agents of the State Railways to 
confine their selections for the posts of subordinate staff to the residents 
.f)f provinces on which the railway system runs and where the staff is 
required to work? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer is in the negative. 

Expenditure of Fine Funds on Railways. 

243. *Lala Brij Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

((/) what is the amount of Fine Fund realised on each railway; 

(h) what jrercentage of this Fund is realised ffoni Indian staff; 

(c) what percentage is spent for the benefit of Indian staff and under 
what heads; 

(J) whether any steps have been taken to ensure a greater per- 
centage of this fund being spent on the Indian Staff; 

(r) liow inaiiv Indian Institutions exist on (‘aeh railway system and 
what is their membership; 

(/) whether any difficulty has been experienced in opening out more 
Indian Institutes; if so,’ what; and 

((j) whether in view of the social habits, environments and economic 
position of the Indian staff the desirability of sjjeiuling the 
Fine Fund, on the Indian staff in some ('tlici’ wa\ like bettc'r 
maternity provision, suitable health homes on the hills has 
been considered? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I am sending the Hononrabli* Aleinber a 
stat{nn(‘nt sinewing for Class I Railways the balanee in tlie fund on the 
olst of "March , 11)20, and the fines inflicted, bon uses forfeited, (’>thcT 
(‘Vedits, and intca’cst on the balance during the year 1020-30. 

(h) The aceonnts are not kept so that it is ])Ossible to give these figures. 

(r) I am doubtful wbetbor these figures are readily ])rociirable, but I 
am making enquiri(‘s from Rail wav Administrations and will (/(unmunicato 
t]u‘ result to tlu' Honourable Member. 

(r/) Yes, this is one of the objects of the Staff Benefit Fund which is 
about to be introduced in place of tlie Fine Fund. 
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(c) I am having this information collected for the Honourable Mem- 

her. 

(/) The Railway Board are not aware of any such difficulty, 'though it 
is possible that want of capital funds may have delayed the opening of 
Indian Institutes in certain places. 

{g) I will send the Honourable IVEember a copy of the rules of the nf 3 w 
Staff Benefit Fund which he will see pennit expenditure on objects such 
as those he mentions. 

Lala Brij Kishore: May I know. Sir. if the expenditure for running 
these institutions is wholly met by Government or the railway staff also 
has to contribute something? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Do I take the Honourable Member to inrjufire 
whether these Indian Institutes are wholly maintained by Government? 
The answer, I think, is in the negative. They receive grants from the 
Fine Fund, or what will in future be known as the Staff Benefit Fund, 
but 1 believe the members also pay subscriptions. 

Grants for Education of the Children of Railway Employees. 

244. *Lala Bri] Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(tt) whether it has issued any rules governing the grant of educa- 
tional aid to children of the railway staff i 

(b) whether under these rules Indian staff working on large stations 

where schools exist do not get any benefit; and 

(c) whether Government propose to extend the benefit of its granls 

to this staff in some form? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. The latest rules are in the Library. 
They are provisional and are iiablo to revision ponding certain investiga- 
tions that arc at iprest nt being made. 

(b) Vos, as assistance is limited to those; eases whore, an employee is 
compelled to send his children away from the station at wliich lie is postcjd, 
owing to the absence of a seliool or schools of recpiisite sfandard at that 
station. 

(c) No. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to lay a copy of 
the rules on the table, with reference to part (a) of this question? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I will see how long the rules are. Copies of the 
rules are in the Library, and it is open to question whether they should 
be printed also in the proceedings of the House. 

! 

House Rent granted to Indian Staff on the East Indian Railway. 

245. *Lala BriJ Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
a sure, of lls. 3 only is permitted as house rent to Indian staff on the 
East Indian Railway system, irrespective of their pay and place of sor- 
jvice? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes; the rule applies only to certain station staff 
under the old East Indian Railway rules not provided with free quarters 
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Alleged Infectious Disease of tee Machine Forekah, Oovebnment 
OF India. Pbess, Calcutta. 

246. *Mr. S. 0, Mitts S (a) Is it a fact that, id accordance with the 
Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, the Civil Service Regulations, the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, and the Indian Factories Act, no Gov- 
ernment employee suffering from infectious disease is allowed to remain 
in Government service? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government have received a petition dated the 
Hlth December, 1980, addressed to the Ilonoiurable Member in charge. 
Industries and Labour, through the Manager, Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, from one Abdul Halem of Bauria, Howrah, Bengal, alleging that 
Md. Ishaque, Machine Foreman of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, has been suffering from an infectious disease for the last three 
months ? 

(c) If the reply to part (h) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to enlighten the House with the contents of the 
petition ? 

(r/) If the reply to parts (a) and (h) be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state what action Government have 
taken or intend to lake in the matter? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A, Shillidy! (</) Tlio attention of the TTonoiirabIc Member is 
invited to tlic reply j^iveii to part (a) of his starred question No. 605 in 
the Legislative x\ssembly on the 2Brd September, 1929. 

(b) No. 

(e) and (d). Do not arise. 

Temporary Posts in the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 

247. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra:(a) Is it not a fact that, in accordance w^’th 
tlie Piesolution in the Board of industries and Munitions No. A. -31, dated 
the iutii duly, 1920, a Provident Fund has been established for the 
employees of the Government of India -Presses who were recruited, on or 
after the 15th July, 1920? 

(b) Is it not a fact that there are numerous employees in the Gov- 
ernment of India Press, Caleutia, who were appointed before the 15th 
July, 1920, and have been working as temporary hands for a considerable 
length of time? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the temporary hands appointed before the 15th 
July, 1020, and wlio are still w'orking in the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, arc neither entitled to medical leave nor leave on average pay? 

(d) Is it not a fact that all temporary hands, appointed before the 
l^th July, 1920, and who have not completed Wenty-five years* service, 
have to go without any benefit in the shape of cither pension or Provident 
Fund in case of their retirement or reduction or death? 

fo) Is it not a fact that the Manager, Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, received a petition, dated the 20tli July, 1930, from the binders 

he forwarded to the Honourable Member in charge, Labour and 
Industries, Government of India, through proper channel? 
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(/) Is it not a fact that the Manager, Government of India Press 
Calcutta, noted in his order on the petition that he had already forwarded 
his recommendation for making nearly all the temporary posts in the Press 
permanent? 


{g) If the answers to parts (a), (h), (c), (d), (c) and (/) are in the 
affirmative, will (lovcrnment be pleased to state what action they intend 
to take to place the temporary hands of the Government of India Press 
‘Calcutta, on a permanent footing? Tf not, M'lint benefit, if any. Govern- 
ment intend to bestow on these temporary hands for their services 
rendered ? 


Mr. J. A. Shillidy: [a) Yes, it is a fact. 

(h) Government liave no definite information regarding the number of 
temporary liands in tlic Government of India Press, Calcutta, who were 
employed before the loth July, 1020, and ar(‘ still continuing on a tempo- 
rary basis. Tliere is, liowevor, a regular tcanporarv staff f'mployed in the 
Press and tlie question of reducing its number and increasing ihe numb(T 
of pennaneiit hands is under the consideration of the Controller of Printing 
and Stationery. 

(c) Tills is not corrc'ct. Teiiuporarv ]n*ess hands recruited after the 
22nd May, 1020, are, under orders specially relating to the Government of 
India Presses, allowed 10 days’ leave on full pay per annum on medical or 
other grounds. Temporavv press liands, recniilod before that date, arc 
allowed the option of either coming undcT tiiese rnl(‘s or of remaining imrler 
the old aiTaiigemcnts under which they were entitled to casual leave, phis 
the leave admissihle to temporary Government servants under siqiple- 
nicntarv rule' 28a. 

{(1) '’IVmporarv hands lanijiloyc'd Ixd'on* the lath July, 1020, and. wlio 
are obliged to rc'iire before eonqiloting 2a years’ service, are given a bonus 
by (loverniiuiiil , When th(‘ service is terminated by d(‘ath, tin*- bonus is 
payahh* to the heirs. 

{<’) and (/). Government have no information. 

((j) Does not arise. 


Pruss Work dokk u^’l)RR Contract ry Priyati: Presses. 

248. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a, AVill Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement sliowing the amounts paid for work clone under 
contract by private presses in. the years 1920 to 1030 respectively? 

(b) Is it not a fact that heavy reductions in the Government of India 
Press, (\*ilcut t a,, are due to this systeni of ])lacing contracts with ..ulside 
presses? 

(c) Will Governrncait be pleased to state the reason wliy work is given 
out to private presses on conti’act? 

(d) Was any work, which the Government Press at Calcutta 

capable of doing, given out on contract to private-o^panies during the 
period 1926 to 1930? ^ 
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ICr, J. A, ShlUldys (a) The amounts paid to contractors for printing 
work in the yesri 1920-21 to 1929-30 are as follows: 


Rs. 


1920 - 21 

1921 - 22 

1922 - 23 

1923 - 24 

1924 - 25 

(6) No. 


6 » 23,564 
8 , 03,672 
6 , 64,241 
2 , 58,868 
2 , 48,886 


1025-26 

1926 - 27 

1927 - 28 

1928 - 20 

1929 - 30 


Rs. 

4 , 67,868 

3 , 71,994 

4 , 01,998 

3 , 99,393 

4 , 02,000 


(c) The Government of India Presses are nob capable of doing all the 
printing work required by Government. 


(d) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to part (a) of question No. 8 asked in the Council of State by the 
Honourable Mr. G. S. Kliaparde on the 18th August, 1926. 


The Printing Clearing Office, 

249. '•'Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) when the Printing Clearing OfiBce was started; 

(b) what is its function; 

(c) what is the number of men working in it; and 

(d) the number of officials which compose the management, their 

respective designations and salaries? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) 9th June, 1922. Since the 1st November, 
1924, the designation of the Printing Clearing Office has been changed to 
Central Printing Office. 

(b) Its principal functions are: 

(i) to ensure an even flow of work to the various Presses ; 

(ii) to regulate the printing and binding work of the Central De- 

partments and offices, with a view to the prevention of un- 
necessary charge on this account; 

(iii) to scrutinize the charges for printing work done in private 

presses ; 

(iv) to deal with questions relating to the administration of the Gov- 

rnent of India Presses; and 

(v) to reproduce the duplicating work required by Central Depart- 

ments and offices at the headquarters of the Government of 

India. 

(c) The total number of men employed, including gazetted officers, 
non-gazetted establishment and inferior servants, is 56. 

(d) One Deputy Controller of Printing; the pay of the present incum- 
bent is Ps. 750 — 50 — 1,000 plus Special pay of Rs- loO — 10 — 200 — 250 per 
mensem. , 

One Assistant Controller of Printing, Ps. 600 — 40 — 800 per mensem. 

Reductions of Staff in Government Presses. 

250. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of reductions carried out in the Simla, Delhi and Calcutta Govern- 
ment Presses in the years 1922 to 1930, respectively, together with the 
time of such reductions? 

B 
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(6) Will (jovemment be pleased to state the names of the private con- 
tractors with whom Government have entered into contract from the years 
1922 to 1930 with dates? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Honourable Mr. H. A. F. Lindsay, in answer to 
question No. 149, dated the 20th September, 1022, stated in the Council 
of State that as regards the printing of work for which the Government of 
India had entered into contract with private contractors, it would not ba 
possible to have the printing work done at the Government presses without 
committing a breach of the contract? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether the practicability of 
providing employment for the reduced hands by reducing the amount of 
work given out to private contractors has been considered? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Mr. A. H. Ley stated in liis. 
reply to question No. 8, dated the 18th August 1926, in the Council of 
State that the Government Presses have equipment of the proper type for 
the work given to contractors? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Honourable Mr. A. H. Ley stated in the Council 
of State in answer to question No. 8., dated 18th August 1926, that there 
has been a reduction in expenditure under the head * 'Payment to Con- 
tractors' '? 

(g) If the answer to part (/) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the agencies which are responsible for the reduction in 
expenditure under the head “Payment to Contractors*'? 

Mr. J. A. SMlidy : (a) and (h). The Government of India regret that 
they cannot undertake to collect the information asked for by the Hon- 
ourable Member, us it would involve an amount of time and labour dis- 
proportionate to the result. 

(&) Yes. 

(d) The Honourable Member appears to be under the misapprehension 
that the placing of work with private contractors has resulted in a reduc- 
tion in the number of hands in the Government of India Presses. This 
is not the case, and the question of reducing the amount of work given 
out to private contractors with the object of providing employment for 
retrenched hands does not arise. 

(e) and (/). The answer is in the affirmative. 

(g) The reduction in expenditure under the head “Payment to Con- 
tractors” was due to the following causes:- 

(i) Since 1924-25 forms of the Posts and Telegraphs Department 

only arc being printed by the contractors w^hile in previous 
years all stock forms were printed by them. 

(ii) A Central Forms Press was established in 1924; 

(iii) The Central Forms Store, which was created in 1923, exercises 

strict control over the printing and consumption of forms. 

Earnings of Government of India Press Employees. 

251. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the compositors, distri- 
butors. binders, pressmen and machinemen of the Government Presses 
at Calcutta, Simla, Delhi and Aligarh are all in the superior service? 
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(6) Is it a fact that the class and class rates of the compositors. dis> 
tributors, binders, pressmen and machinemen of the Government Presses 
at Calcutta, Simla, Delhi and Aligarh were the same till June 1928? 

(c) Is it a fact that the class and the class rates have been made 
different on and from June 1928? 

(d) If the answers to parts (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state reasons thereof? 

(a) Is it a fact that both the inknien and galley-proof pressmen of the 
(lovernnient of India Press, Calcutta, were in the inferior service till 1920? 

(/) Is it- a fact that the earnings of the inkmen were more than the 
galley-proof pressmen at the Government Press at Calcutta? 

{g) Is it a fact that the Galley-proof Pressmen were placed in the 
superior service after 1920? 

(h) Is it a fact that according to the rules the employees, the earnings 
of whom exceed Es.' 15 per mensem, are to be regarded as superior 
servants? 

(t) Is it a fact that the earning of the Inkmen varies from Bs. 25 to 
Bs. 35 per mensem? 

(j) Is it a fact that the Inkmen are still in the inferior service? 

(fe) If the answers to parts (a) to (j) are in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for placing the inkers in the inferior 
service ? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
reply given by Sir Bhiipeudra Nath Mitvra to his starred question No. 724 
in the Legislative Assembly on the 21st March, 1930. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Government have no information. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) Yes, subject to exceptions. 

(0 Government have no information. 

(?) Yes. 

(ft) The work of inkmen is of a mechanical nature not involving any 
particular skill. 

Eabninos op Govbihimbnt op India Pbbss Ehfloybs. 

262. *Mr. S. 0. Mira: (a) Is it a fact that, on recommendation .jf the 
Piece-Workers’ Committee of 1922, Government accepted the principle that 
necessary steps should be taken to keep the earnings of the piece-workers 
of the Government Presses constant? 

B 2 



474 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[2nd Feb. 1931. 

(b) Is it a fact that the earnings of the compositors, distributors, and 
the hand press section of the Government of India I^ress, Calcutta, are 
daily decreasing? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the earnings of the distributors, pressmen, and inkmen of the Gbvem* 
ment of India Press, Calcutta, for the years 1925 and 1930, respectively? 

(i) If the answers to parts (a) to (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state the reasons for the fluctuations 
in the earnings and the steps taken to put a stop to such fluctuation? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Certain recommendations were made by tho 
Piece-Workers* Committee, 1922, with the object of avoiding undue fluc- 
tuations in the wages of piece-workers in the Government of India Presses, 
and the recommendations were accepted by the Government of India. 

(b) No. 

(c) Government regret that they cannot undertake to collect the in- 
formation asked for. 

(d) Docs not arise. 


I 

Lbad-Poisoning of Employees of the Govbbnmbnt of India Press, 

Calcutta. 

m 253. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that the Secretary, 
Press Employees* Association of Calcutta, a registered body under the 
Indian Trade Unions Act stated in their memorandum to the Koyal 
Commission on Labour that 25 per cent, employees of the Government of 
India Press, Calcutta, are suffering from lead-poisoning? 

* (b) Will Government be pleased to state how many cases have been 
examined in the Government of India Press, Calcutta, during tho last 
three years by the Government doctor? 

(c) Will Government bo pleased to state : 

(i) the result of such examinations; 

(ii) how cases of load-poisoning have been detected : and 

(iii) how many have been discharged on pension or have been awarded 
compensation under the Workmen*s Compensation Act on 
the ground of lead-poisoning? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy; (a) No. 

(b) None. 

(c) (i) and (ii). Do not arise. 

(iii) None. 
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Abolition of thb Pibob-Wobk Systbm in thb Government of 
India Press, Calcutta. 

264. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the Government cf India 
have recently abolished the piece-system in the Bast Indian Eailway and 
Eastem Bengal Eailway Presses at Calcutta? 

(b) Is it a fact that the piece-system is still in vogue at the Govem- 
ment of India Press, Calcutta ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the employees of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Government for the abolition of 
the piece-system in the Government of India Press, Calcutta, so far back 
as *1920? 

(d) If the replies to parts (a), (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, do 
Government intend to abolish the piece-system in the Government cf India 
Press, Calcutta? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shilli'dy : (a) The piece-system has not been abolished in the 
East Indian Eailway and Eastern Bengal Eailway Presses at Calcutta, 
but since the 1st November, 1930, all employees in these Presses have 
been placed on monthly rates of pay. The piece-work system is, however, 
being applied to specified classes of employees side by side with the month- 
ly rates of pay, and extra payment is made to men who are able to turn 
out work the piece values of which exceed their monthly rates of pay. 

(h) Yes, for certain classes of industrial employees. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Pay of Formb-Carbiers and Labourers in the Government of 
India Press, Calcutta. 

255. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that both the forme-carriers 
and labourers of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, were on the 
same status before 1920? 

(b) Is it a fact that after general revision in 1920 the pay of the forme- 
carriers was enhanced to Es. 20 — 1 — 30? 

(ic) Is it a fact that the labourers were allowed the maximum bf 
Es. 18? 

(d) If the answers to parts (a), (b) and (c) are in the affirmative will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons of this discrimination? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Prior to 1920 forme-carriers and labourers were 
on similar rates of pay though not identical. 

(b) . No. The pay of forme-carriers was enhanced to Es. 20 — 1 — 30 in 
1928. 

(c) No. The maximum pay of labourers is Es. 19,. 

(d) The reason for giving higher pay to forme-carriers is that some 
skill and experience is required of them while none is required of labour- 
ers. 
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Establishment of a Provident Fund for Government of India 

Presses. 

256. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that Government in their 
Eesolution No. A. -31, para. 21, dated the 15th July 1920, Department of 
Industries and Labour announced the establishment of a Provident 
Fund and all men with the exception of day extra men, who join the Gov- 
ernnaent of India presses will be required to join this Fund? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Government subsequently, in their Eesolu- 
tion No. A. -204, dated the 5th August, 1930, decided that not only the day 
extra men but the inferior servants also would not be allowed to join this 
Provident Fund ? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) are in 'the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Honourable Member’s information is sub- 
stantially correct with the exception that the announcement was not ot a 
Provident Fund, which had been created, but of a Provident Fund which 
was to be created. 

(b) Yes. But this was a re-affirmation of a decision originally made 
in 1922. 

(c) It was found impracticable for administrative reasons to admit 
the inferior servants of the Government of India l^resses to the benefits of a 
contributory Provident Fund. These men will of course continue to en- 
joy the alternative benefit of being eligible for pension on the same basis 
as other inferior Government servants. 

Grievances of Mono-Casters in the Government of India Press . 

Calcutta. 

257. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the mono-casters of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, have to work standing in close proxi- 
mity to the heated furnace in which type materials are constantly melting? 

{h) Are Government aware that the gases generating out of this melting 
process seriously tell upon the health of the mono-casters? 

(<•) Is it a fact that few of the mono-casters can avail themselves of 
pension? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The duties of the mono-casters in the Govern- 
ment of India Press, Calcutta require that they should work in proximity 
to the heating furnace, but do not require that they should stand. 

(b) No. The gases are drawn off by an electrically driven “Exhaust 
system”. 

{c) No. 


Resolution passed by the Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 

258. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Government received from 
the Honorary Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, a copy of 
the resolutions passed at the annual general meeting of the Association 
held under the Presidency of Mr J. N. Basu. M.A., B.L., Solicitor, 
M.L.C., and a delegate to the Round Table Conference, drawing attention 
of the Government to resolutions Nos. 6, 7, 8, and 9? 
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(6) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to state what action has been or is being taken in the matter? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Government have received a copy of the reso- 
lutions referred to. 

(b) No action has been taken. The Association is not recognised by 
the Government of India. 

Medical Leave for Piece-Workers of the Government of India 

Press, Calcutta. 

259. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
amount of medical leave granted to the piece-workers appointed in the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, after 15th July 1920? 

(b) Is it a fact that no medical leave is granted to the piece-workers 
appointed after the 15th July, 1920? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) and (h). Permanent piece-workers employed 
in the Government of India Presses, who are not classed as “inferior*', 
earn leave on medical certificate on half average pay at the rate of one 
month’s leave for every complete period of 11 months’ duty, and as re- 
gards incomplete periods, one day’s leave for every 11 days’ duty. The 
leave is cumulative and is granted only when no average pay leave is ad- 
missible. Temporary piece-workers are granted 10 days’ leave on full 
pay in a year to cover absences on account of holidays, sickness or leave. 
No distinction is made between the piece-workers recruited before or after 
the 15th July, 1920. 

Appointment of Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

260. *Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (a) Is it a fact that as a result oi 
the recommendations of the Committee presided over by Lord Inchcape 
to abolish the post of Educational Commissioner with the Government of 
India, Government decided not to have a separate Superintendent of 
Education for Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, but combined the post of the 
Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Men;\^ara with that of the 
Educational Commissioner with the Government of India? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. J. A. Eichey carried on satisfactorily the 
duties of the combined post with the assistance of the Head Master of 
the Government High School, Delhi, a senior officer of the Provincial? 
Educational Service, who received a small allowance for his work as Assist- 
ant Superintendent? 

(c) Do Government now intend to revive the post of Superintendent 
of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara as a separate post? 

(d) If so, will Government kindly indicate in what respects the vrork 
and responsibilities of this combined post have increased of late so as to 
necessitate the revival of a separate post? 

{e) In view of the country’s finances this year and, the desirability of 
effecting retrenchment in all directions, are Government prepared to 
consider the advisability of continuing the present arrangement till finan- 
c*al conditions improve? 
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(jf) If the answer to part (e) be in the negative, are Government pre- 
pared at least to postpone action in the matter of filling up the separate 
post of Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, till, this 
House has had an opportunity of knowing and discussing the next Budget, 
particularly the demand relating to Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(6) No; both Mr. Eichey and Mr. Littlehailes, the present Educational 
Commissioner with the Government of India, found that the arrangement 
prevented them from doing justice to the duties of either appointment. 

(c) Yes; the Centrally administered areas in Central India which do 
not at present possess any satisfactory inspecting machinery of their own 
will also be added to the Superintendent’s charge. 

(d) The expansion of education in these areas has entailed increased 
work and responsibility. But, apart from this consideration, the present 
arrangement, under w^hich the Educational Commissioner holds collateral 
charge of the duties of Superintendent of Education for Delhi and Ajmer- 
Merwara, which was adopted as a measure of economy, has not proved 
to be in the best interests of educational administration in these areas. 
Both the auxiliary Committee of the Indian Statutory Commission and 
the Primary Education Committee have recommended its termination. 

(6') No; the appointment of a whole-time Superintendent of Educa- 
tion for these areas, in particular the backward areas of Ajmer-Merwara, 
is necessary in the interests of eflicjcnt educational administration. 

(f) Arrangements have been made to fill tlie post and I trust the Hon- 
ourable Member, on studying the subject, will arrive at the conclusion 
that it is desirable to fill it. 


Training of Indians at the Security Printing, India, Currency 
Note Press and Central Stamp Stores. 

261. *Mr, K. P. Thampan (on behalf of Dewan Bahadur T. Eanga- 
chariar): (a) Will Government be pleased to state, who is the officer-in- 
charge of the administration of the Security Printing, India, Currency 
Note Press and the Central Stamp Stores, situated at Nasik Koad? How 
long has he been in charge, his age, length of serivee, and qualifications? 

(b) How long has the institution or institutions been in existence; 
how many persons have been trained in the institutions for becoming quali- 
fied as officers in the several Departments? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to place on the table a list of appren- 
tices, so trained for the last ten years, showing their nationality, and the 
present posts held by such apprentices? 

(d) Will Government be pleased also to place on the table a list of 
officers in the various Departments of that institution drawing Rs. 200 and 
upwards, per mensem, stating their nationality, qualification, length of 
service and the terms on which they were first entertained? 
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(«) Will Ooyemment be pleased to state how many officers were- 
entertained on a five-year contract system; and whether any of them are 
retained after the five-year period, giving reasons for ifuch retention,, 
if any? 

(/) Was it the intention of Government, in importing officers from 
abroad on a five-year contract basis, that they should, in the meanwhile, 
train Indians so as to qualify them, to take up those posts? 

{g) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of apprentices 
now being trained in the various Departments of the institution, showing 
their nationality and qualifications? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Colonel Sir George Willis 
(late Eoyal Engineers), who has been in charge since the beginning of the 
building of all three establishments. His age is 55 years, length of ser- 
vice 35 J years; his qualifications arc his experience of administration of 
security establishments as Deputy Master and Master of the Indian Mints 
for nineteen years, and his close connection with and study of the subject 
of security printing from 1914 to the present time. 

(b) Secuiity Printing has been in existence for five years, the Currency 
Note Press and Central Stamp Store for nearly three years. Eight per- 
sons who have been trained have been given posts in the operative De- 
partments and it is proposed to fill all future vacancies from the same 
source if suitable candidates are forthcoming. On^ other person trained 
in Security Printing has received an appointment under the Controller of 
Printing and Stationery. 

(<?)» (^0» io)- Statements containing the required information are 
laid on the table. 

(c) Eleven officers have been entertained on five-year agreements from 
England, of wliom four have completed their first term. Of these 
Government have decided to retain three, with their consent, in view of 
their specialised knowledge. One has returned to England on completion 
of his first term. Another, who has not completed his five years, is under 
notice of discharge on account of reduction of establishment. Of the 
remainder, only those whose work is specially valuable will be considered' 
for retention on the termination of their first agreement. 

if) The answer is in the affirmative. 
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Remarks. 

Transferred from 
post of Bullion 
K^per, H. M.*s 
Mint, l^mbay. 

Length | Terms and grade 
of 1 on which first enter- 

service. 1 tained (in C. N. P.) 

Daily paid. 

Ditto. 

5 years agreement. 

Rs. 175-15—325. 

Its. 300—20 — 400. 

Rs. 750—50—1,000 

Rs. 200—15—350 
—20—550. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Y. M. 

2 11 

3 1 

3 0 

2 11 

2 11 

23 7 

9 8 

9 4 

5 4 

5 1 

2 2 

2 2 

Qualification. 

^ote press— contd. 

BCint and local 
teaming. 

Locally trained. . 

Home training 

Undergraduate & 
trained in Ger- 
many. 

Locally trained . 

Previous service 
in Mint. 

B.A. . . 

Undergraduate 

B.A. 

Undergraduate . 

B.Sc. 

B.Sc. 

Nation- 

ality. 

Currency A 

European 

Statutory 

Indian. 

European 

Indian . 

European 

Indian . 

»» 

»* 

99 

99 

Present 

Pay. 

^ ^ ^ S eooo N 

Designation. 

Assistant Super- 
visor, Offset. 

Assistant Super- 
visor, Guillotine. 

Junior Supendsor, 
Engraving. 

Assistant Super- 
visor, Engraving. 

Storekeeper 

Chief Supervisor, 
Control. 

J unior Supervisor, 
Control. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Name. 

Mr. T. E. Ley . 

Mr. G. K. Griffin 

Mr. T. I. Archer . 

Mr. Indu Madhav 
Das. 

Mr. P. H. Peacock 

Rao Bahadur 

Wasudev Anant. 

Mr. N. G. Wandre- 
kar. 

Mr. B. S. JakkU . 

Mr. G. H. Kapadia 

Mr. G. K. Bhagwat 

Mr. S. C. Ganguli 

Mr. T. N. Adwani 

Serial 

No. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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Losses inoubbbd at the Secubity Pbinting and Cdrbenoy Note 
Presses and Discrimination aqainst Indian Apprentices. 

262. *Mr. K. P, Thampan (on behalf of Dewan Bahadur T. lianga- 
chariar) : (a) Who are the officers holding the position of Chief Supervisor 
of Control in the Security Printing and the Currency Note Press, respec- 
tively ; has any security been taken from each of them ; and if no security 
is taken from eitlu r of them, will Government please state the reason 
therefor? 

(6) What is the extent of the loss incurred by Government by the 
theft of currency notes in 1928? Was any enquiry held in respect of that 
loss, and if so, will Government kindly stdle whether any of the officers 
were found guilty of stupidity, insufficient supervision, or carelessness; 
and what was the punishment awarded for such carelessness? 

(c) What was the salary they were receiving at that time and what is 
the salary they are receiving now? 

(d) Is it a fact that under the standing orders issued by the Master, 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians need not possess any educational qualifica- 
tion; whereas the Indian apprentices have passed the Matriculation 
Examination, subject also to an age limit? If so, what is the reason for 
this distinction? 

(e) Have the Government of India received complaints from the Indian 
employees and apprentices in those institutions of unfair and harsh treat- 
ment at the hands of the European superior staff? What action was taken 
on those complaints, if any — whether any enquiry was held thereon, and 
if so, with what result? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) In Security Printing, Mr. 
J. V. Hildreth; in thef Currency Note Press Rao Bahadur Vasudev Anant. 
From the former no security has been taken in view of his long previous 
service in the Mint and the security which Government holds in the form 
of his earned pension; in future appointments of persons not thus quali- 
fied, security will be required. Moreover the products of Security Print- 
ing, stamps, postal stationery and stamped papers, though valuable, are 
not readily convertible in any quantity into cash, whereas in the Currency 
Note Press all the products are legal tender and therefore the Chief Sup- 
ervisor, Control, of that Press gives a security of Rs. 80,0CK). 

(h) The losses of notes in 1928 were 155 of Rs. U) and one of Rs. 100. 
The nett loss after recoveries was Rs. 1,272-8-0. The Master held an 
enquiry and reported to Government that the theft in the case of the 
Rs. 10 notes was due to insufficient supervision, stupidity and careless- 
ness on the part of the probationary Chief Supervisor, Control, and a pro- 
bationary Asristant Supervisor. They were both removed from their 
posts, the former being reverted to his previous employment as a letter- 
jiress printer and the second to the daily paid establishment. 

(c) The probationary Chief Supervisor, Control, was receiving Rs. 360 
while on probation as part of the pay of the pos.t, Rs. 750 — 50 — 1,000. 
He now receives as a letterpress supervisor Rs. 440 in the grade of 
Rs. 400 — 40 — 560. The Assistant Supervisor was receiving Rs. 100 in 
the grade of Rs. 100 — 10 — 150 — 15 — 300; after a period on daily wage he 
has now been appointed probationary Junior Supervisor Printing on Rs. 135 
as part of the pav of the post Rs. 200 — 15 — 350 — 20 — 550. 

(d) No. 
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(e) No complaint has been received by the Government of India, 
though I may mention that I personally have received an anonymous 
communication. It is obviously impossible to take action on such com- 
munications. 

Appointment of Indian Chbistians as Traffic Inspectors on the 
North Western Railway. 

263. *The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of Traffic Inspectors on the operating side of the North 
Western Railway, according to communities to which these Inspectors 
belong? 

(6) Is it a fact that no Indian Christians have been so far appointed 
Traffic Inspectors on the operating side of the North Western Railway? 

(c) If the answer to part (h) is in the affirmative, are Government 
prepared to consider the reasonable claims of the Indian Christian com- 
munity, for representation in this particular branch of the North Western 
Railway? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to furnish a comparative statement, 
showing the number of European, Anglo-Indian, Hindu, Muhammadan, 
Sikh and Indian Christian Traffic Inspectors and senior subordinates, who 
have either been posted or earmarked for Gazetted rank on the North 
Western Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Government regret that they are not pre- 
pared to supplement with figures for particular classes of posts the infor- 
mation in regard to communal representation in Railway Services given 
in the Annual Administration Report on Indian Railways. 

(6) Government understand that since 1920 no one, who can be identi- 
fied as an Indian Christian, has been appointed as a Traffic Inspector on 
the North Western Railway. 

(c'j Promotion to the class of Traffic Inspector is made from classes 
below, with due regard to seniority and merit andi not on communal con- 
siderations. 

{d) No subordinates are earmarked for promotion to gazetted rank. 
The selection of subordinates for promotion to gazetted rank is made by 
the Railway Board from recommendations made periodically by Railway 
Administrations. 

The Revd. J. 0. Ohatterjee: May I ask what the Honourable Member 
means by the description “No one who can be identified as an Indian 
Christian”? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: To answer the Honourable Member’s question 
as it was put, it would be necessary to make inquiries from each Traffic 
Inspector as to what his religion was. 

The Revd. J. 0. Chatterjee: Arc not the employees of the railway re- 
quired to declare their nationality as well as their religion? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am afraid I shall have to ask for notice of 
iihat. 
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Abolition of tub Offiobs of thb Deputy Contbollbb of Cubbbngy 

IN India. 

264. *Mr. S. G. Jog: (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
there were three offices of the Deputy Controller of Currency in India? 

(6) Has one of them now been abolished and by doing so, is any 
saving effected? 

(c) Will Government be, pleased to state what will be the annual saving 
if the remaining two offices are abolished? 

(d) If the answer to part (b) is in the affirmative, are Government pre- 
pared to take steps to abolish the remaining two by transferring the work 
to the Currency Offices, as in Cawnpore and Lahore, in order to effect a 
saving in view of the present financial position? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Yes. 

(h) The post of Deputy Controller of the Currency, Northern India, 
was abolished in July, 1928. The annual saving is roughly Rs. 44,000. 

(o) This part of the question apparently contemplates the abolition 
of the two offices and not merely the abolition of the posts of the Deputy 
Controllers. It would be quite impossible to do without the administra- 
tive work done by these officers, and I am unable to see how any other 
suitable arrangements could be made. It is impossible to estimate 
savings in a hypothetical contingency which could never arise. 

{(i) Wlicn the post of the Deputy (Controller of the Currency, Northern 
tndia, was abolished, his duties in connection with local resource were 
"■nly partially transferred to the Currency Officers in C>awnporo and 
Lahore, the control over the more important questions being transferred 
to the Deputy Controller of the Currency, Calcutta, to whom the whole 
of the work of Government securiiies was also transferred. In addition 
to their work in connection with local resource and Government securities, 
the Deputy Controllers of the CuiTency, Dombay and (hileutta, have very 
important duties in connection with the administration of the general 
cmT(*ney polie.y of Government, such as liaison with tlie Imperial Bank 
and the hanking and commercial community generally, transactions con- 
nected with sterling remittance, etc. The Deputy Controller of the 
CiuTi'iiey, Calcutta, has also to act for the (Controller when he is on 
lour. MMicsc duties could not possibly bo transferred to Cui*rency (Officers, 
nor can any retrenchment of these posts be considered while Government 
retain responsibility for the management of the currenev. Government, 
ilnjrefore, do not consider it necessary to examine the possible annual 
>:nving if these two offices were abolished and their duties transferred, 
because they are convinced that any direct saving would he much less 
than the losses which they would incur if the posts were abolished. 

Mr. S. G. Jog: Who was the occupimt of the post that was abolished? 
Was he an Indian, Anglo-Indian or European? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: As far as I understand the 
question it is, when one of the Deputy Controller's offices was abolished, 
who w'as the officer holding that post? I am afraid I must have notice 
of that question. It happened before my time. I do not know who was 
holding the post at that time. 

' 0 . 
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Dbfeotiye Bailboad Subway between Badami Bagh and Lahore 

Railway Stations. 

265. *Mr, B. R. Puri: (a) Are Government aware of the fact: 

(i) that railroad subway No. A/6 between the Badami Bagh and 

the Lahore Railway Stations is too narrow for general traffic; 

(ii) that owing to the low level of the said subway, water collects 

there during the rains and that, as a result, pedestrians find 
it impossible to pass through the subway; and 

(iii) that owing to the said defects, the people belonging to such' 

neighbouring villages as Bhamman-Khokhran, Jhuggian, 
Karaul and Bela Basti Ram have no convenient outlet or 
passage for their goods and that they are being put to much 
inconvenience ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, are Government 
prepared to consider, at an early date, the removal of the aforesaid 
defects? 

Mr. A. A, L. Parsons: Government are not aware of the position, 
but have sent a copy of the Honourable Member s question to the Agent 
of the North Western Railway for his consideration. 

Provision of a Children’s Ward at the Peshawar Hospital in 
Memory op the Children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 

266. *Mr. B. R. Puri: (^) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Government of the North-West Frontier Provinces 
have agreed to construct a children’s ward in the local hospital at Peshawar 
in memory of the minor children of Sardar Ganga Singh, Supervisor, Gov- 
ernment Military Dairy Farm, Peshawarj who were shot dead bv a 
European soldier during the recent Peshawar disturbances? 

(6) If so, what amount of money arc Government prepared to spend 
in this direction and when is the work of construction likely to begin? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson: The information will bo convoyed to the Honour- 
able Member as soon as a reply is received from the Chief Commissioner, 
who has been addressed. 

Mr. B. Das: May I suggest that the reply bo published in the 
Assembly Debates. It should be laid on the table and not communicated 
to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: If there is no objection to that, I propose to do 
»so. 


High Bank R-ate in India. 

267. *Lala Hari Raj Swamp: (a) Are Government aware that the bank 
rate in the United States of America and France has come down to 2 per 
cent, and in England to 2^ per cent. ? 

(b) Are Government further aware that it has recently been raised 
7 per cent, in India by the Imperial Bank? 

(c) Are Government in a position to state any special reasons why there 
is such a great difference between the Indianl and the foreign bank rates 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The bank rate of the New 

York Federal Beserve Bank and of the Bank of France is 2 per cent, and 
that of the Bank of England is 3 per cent. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The bank rate is adjusted according to the financial conditions 
of the country concerned. If the Honourable Member will consult Table 
XIV of the monthly Bulletin of the League of Nations — which I shall 
be pleased to show him — he will find an interesting statement of the 
bank rates in various countries, and will see that many countries have 
as high or higher bank rates than India. 

Dr. Ziauddin Abmad: Is the financial credit of India so bad as to 
necessitate the raising of interest to 7 per cent.? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: It is not a question of the 
financial position of India in the sense to which the Honourable Member 
refers. It is a question of the position of the money market and the 
exchange position which necessitate some regulation of the bank rate. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are not these regulated by the Government 
themselves ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: As I understand the question^ 
it is “Are not these regulated by the Government itself?” I presume 
the Honourable Member refers to the bank rate. ^The bank rate is the 
bank rate of the Imperial Bank of India and is fixed by the Directors 
of the Imperial Bank of India. In the present conditions in India, as 
the Honourable Member is very well aware, unlike conditions in most 
countries, the duty of currency control is in the hands of the Govern- 
ment, and the duty of credit control and the control of the money 
market is in the hands of the Imperial Bank. In countries where there 
arc Central Banks, these two duties are united. It is, as 1 think every- 
body agrees, Very desirable that these duties should be united. l''hat 
is one of the strong reasons for setting up a liescrve Bank in India. At 
present the two duties being in the hands of separate authorities, it is 
of course necessary that these two authorities should act in close consul- 
tation, and the Government, as currency autliority, is in close consulta- 
tion with the Managing Governors of thi^ rmperial Bank and seeks to 
obtain their co-operation in a common policy. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Seeing that the establishment of a licserve 
Bank in India is necessary, v what steps does the Honourable Member 
propose to take to establish such a bank? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 do not think, in answer to a 
supplementary question on a matter of this kind it is really conducive 
lo the interests of the conduct of the ordinary business of’ this Plouse 
that we should enter into a long debate on the question of the formation 
of a Eeserve Bank for India. The Honourable Member is fully aware 
of my own attitude on this question and of the Government's ])oliey on 
this question. In answer to a supplementary question the other day, I 
stated that in my opinion and speaking on behalf qf the Government 
of India, it was most desirable that a Beserve Bank for India should bo 
set up at the earliest possible moment. I pointed out that it was a matter 
not merely of formal arrangements but of material arrangements, vhich 
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were not in all cases matter of great ease. I am quite convinced that 
this House and the country will have early opportunitiies of considering 
iihe setting up of a Beserve Bank. If there is anything that I can do 
to expedite that desirable consummation, I can assure Honourable Mem- 
bers that I will do it. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: What was the amount of the reserve balance of 
the Imperial Bank which necessitated the raising of the bank rate to 7 
per cent.? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I understand the Honourable 
Member, Sir, to ask me what was the state of the cash balance of the 
Imperial Bank at the time when the bank rate! was put up to 7 per 
cent. I am afraid I must have notice of that question, as I should not 
like to answer it incorrectly, and have not got the figure in my head 
at the time. 

Seth Eaji Abdoola Haroon: Is it a fact that, on account of the borrow- 
ings of Government and of the issue of Treasury Bills, the bank rate 
was raised to 7 per cent.? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Again, Sir, I am not quite 
certain that I understood the question, but I think the purport of it was 
to ask me whether the necessity for putting up the bank rate to 7 per 
cent, was caused by the borrowings of the Government of India. 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Yes. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I think the most accurate answer 
that I can give to that question, Sir, is to say that the two have no 
connection at all. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Did Government approve of the action of the 
Inipcrial Bank in raising the bank rate to 7 per cent. ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Yes, Sir. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Are Government paying at present 6^ per 
cent, for Treasury Bills? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: That is about the rate which 
is at present paid by the Government on three months Treasury Bills. 

Cost of the Meerut Conspiracy Case. 

208. *Lala Hari Raj Swarup: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
which Government is bearing the cost of the trial in the conspiracy case 
at Meerut? 

(h) What amount of money has so far been spent? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Expenditure on all matters 
connected with the case, which are dealt with by the Government of the 
United Provinces with their ordinary machinery and as a matter of routine 
is met by that Government. All other charges are met from Central 
jfevOTues. 

(b) The approximate expenditure up to the end of 1930 amounted to 
Bs. 7,32,000. 
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**^* .^**“ A^aiwal: May I suggest to the Government the 
desirability of withdrawing the prosecutions in the present case? 

Expbnditxjee by Government on the Indian Broadcasting Company. 

269. ♦Lala Hari BaJ Swamp: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how much public money has been spent on the Indian Badio Company 
since it has been taken over by Government? 

(h) When was it taken over by Government? 

(c) What have been the results of its working under the charge of 
Government * 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a), (6) and (c). I presume that the Honourable 
Member is referring to the Indian Broadcasting Company, the assets of 
which were purchased by Government for Bs. 3,00,000 in March, 1930. 
A statement showing the financial results of the working of the Indian 
State Broadcasting scnice from April 1st, 1930, when Government 
assumed direct control, to September, 1930, has already been placed on 
the table of the House in reply to part (a) of question No. 134 by Mr. 
K. C. Boy on the 28th January, 1931. 

Franchise of Indian Settlers in Fiji, 

270. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Are Government aware of the 
proceedings of the Bound Table Conference of the Indian community in 
the Fiji Colony, a report of which is published in the Tangamjika Opinion, 
weekly edition, dated the 17th January, 1930, at page 16? 

(6) Has the attention of Government been drawm to the fact that the 
Indian community in Fiji have unanimously asked for a common 
electoral roll? 

(c) Are Government aware that in protest against the application of 
a communal franchise in Fiji, the three nominated Indian members of the 
Legislative Council resigned their seats? 

(d) What steps have Government taken so far to bring the Indian 
community of Fiji on to a basis of common electoral roll with the Euro- 
peans, and what further steps do they intend to take for the purpose? 

(e) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the motion on 
common franchise in the Fiji Legislative Council brought by Mr. Vishnu 
Deo and the debate thereon published in the Tanganyika Opinion of the 
27th February, 1930, at pages 5 and 6? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) Yes. 

(h) So far as Government are aware, the demand for a common 
electoral roll has the support of the bulk of the Indian community in 
Fiji. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government are giving their most careful consideration to this 
matter, and are not losing sight of it. 

(e) The Honourable Member is presumably ref erring, to the Tanganyika 
Opinion of the 7th February, 1930. Government have seen it. 
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Appointment op a Trade Commissioner in East Africa. 

271. ‘Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will Government kindly state when 
the appointment of Trade Commissioner in East Africa is to be made, 
in the interests of overseas trade there? 

Hie Honourable Sir George Rainy: Government are not in a position 
to say when the appointment of an Indian Trade Commissioner in East 
Africa will be made, as process with the recently sanctioned scheme for 
the appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners abroad has been delayed 
by the existing financial stringency. 

Difficulties of Deck Passengers travelling between Bombay 
AND East Africa. 

272. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the Memorandum on the difficulties of deck passengers 
voyaging between Bombay and East Africa, presented by the Social 
Service League of Mombassa to the Passengers and Traffic Belief Asso- 
ciation of Bombay, as published in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 
2nd May, 1930, at pages 4 and 5? 

(fe) Will Government state what steps they have so far taken and what 
steps they further propose to take to remove the grievances of the deck 
passengers ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to sponsor an Indian steamship company 
to run its vessels between Bombay and East Africa? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have seen the 
memorandum referred to. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
to part (d) of unstarred question No. 185 published at pages 1117-1118 
of the Legislative Assembly Debates, dated the 27th February, 1930. 

(c) No* proposal for the grant of financial assistance to an Indian line 
of steamers between Bombay and East Africa is under consideration by 
the Government of India. 

Raid on a Mosque in Tanganyika. 

273. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Government 

been drawn to the following: 

(i) a leading article under the heading “Tanga Mosque Sensation* 

published in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 13th June, 
1930, at page 5; 

(ii) a report of the proceedings of a mass meeting published in the 

same paper at pages 8 and 9 in regard to the outrage on 
a mosque at Tanga in the Tanganyika territory; and 

(iii) the text of a telegram from Tanga published in the same paper 

at page 12 under the heading “Tanga Bohra Mosque Raided 
by the Armed Police with Fixed Bayonets and Shoes on’ ; 

in which it is stated that while the Bohra community of Tanga was busy 
in their mosque in performance of religious worship on the tenth Moharrum 
day, the Superintendent of Police suddenly appeared in that sacred place 
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with shoes on, and asked the worshippers to disperse, and eventually called 
the armed police with fixed bayonets and used unwarranted force to disperse 
the peaceful worshippers, including women and children? 

(6) Have Government taken care to ascertain the facts of this occur- 
rence, the steps taken against the offending police officer to punish him, 
and asked for a guarantee for the non-recurrence of similar outrages. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(h) Immediate action was taken by the Governor of Tanganyika, who 
appointed a senior Magistrate to enquire- inter alia into all the circumstances 
connected with the action of the police, and particularly of the Acting 
Superintendent. The order appointing the Commission of Enquiry was 
published in the Tanganyika Territory Gazette Extraordinary of the 12th 
June, 1930. Government have not seen the Commission’s findings, but 
it appears from a report in the East African Standard of the 2nd August, 
1930, that the officer concerned was removed from his command at 
Tanganyika. 

Settlement in the Kenya Highlands and Union between Tanganyika 

AND Kenya. 

274. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Government 

been drawn to the opinion of the Executive Committee of the East African 
Indian National Congress, Nairobi, on the two White Papers issued by 
the Imperial Government in East Africa as published in the shape of reso- 
lutions in the Tanganyika Opinion^ dated the 4th July, 1930, at page 8? 

(b) Do Government propose to ask the Imperial Government to re-open 
the question of throwing open the Kenya Highlands to all non -native 
communities for settlement? 

(c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the Tanganyika 
Opinion f dated 4th July, 1930, at page 8 publishing a text of the cable 
sent by the Tanganyika Indian Association to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies expressing their opinions on the two White Papers? 

(d) Are Government aware that the Indian community of Tanganyika 
is opposed to any kind of closer union with Kenya, whether administrative, 
political or economic; 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

:(?)) No such proposal is under consideration at present. 

(c) The Honourable Member is presumably referring to the telegram 
reproduced on page 12. Government have seen it. 

(d) The statement made by the Honourable Member may be taken as 
correct, if the views of the Indian Association, Dar-es- Salaam, represent 
the views of the Indian community of Tanganyika as a whole. 

Indian Representation before the Joint Parliamentary Committee 

ON East Africa. 

275. *Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to page 10 of the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 7th November, 
1930, to a Reuter's news under the heading “East African Indian Repre- 
sentation"? 
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(b) Will Goyemment state what arrangements have been made by. 
them to make their representations before the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on East Africa? 

(c) Have Government made necessary arrangements through the 
Tanganyika Indian Association, Dar-es- Salaam, and the East African Indian 
National Congress, Nairobi, to enable co-operation between the witnesses 
of the Government of India, and those of Tanganyika and Kenya, so far 
as the combined demands of the colonial East African Indian community 
are concerned? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(h) Subject to the Joint Select Committee’s agreement to the sugges- 
tion of the Government of India that they may bo permitted to present 
their case through a representative, the Bight Honourable Srinivasa 
Sastri will be deputed for the purpose. 

(r) The Government of India have no information whether the 
Tanganyika Indian Association and the East African Indian National 
Congress have been invited to give, or have made a:^angements to offer, 
evidence before the Joint Parliamentary Committee. In case either or 
both institutions are represented, our representative will be duly requested 
to maintain close touch with them and to give them all the assistance he 
can. 


Grievances of Indians in Tanganyika. 

276. *Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the following: 

(i) a report of the speech of the Chairman of the Ecception 

Committee of the Tanganyika Indian Conference held at 
Dar-es-Salaam on the 28th and 29th December, 1930, as pub- 
lished in the Tanganyika Opinion^ dated 2nd January, 1931, 
at page 3; 

(ii) a report of the speech of the President of the said Con- 

ference as published in the same paper at pages 8 and 9 ; and 

(iii) the text of the 21 resolutions passed at the same Conference 
and published in the same paper at pages 10 and 11? 

(b) What steps have Government taken, or do they propose to take, 
with reference to matters mentioned above? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(b) The resolutions have not yet been communicated by the Conference 
to the Govermnent of India. According to the report in the Press, to 
which the Honourable Member has invited my attention, the resolutions 
cover a variety of subjects, with many of which the Government of India 
are not concerned. The Government of India will communicate to their 
representative before the Joint Select Committee of Parliament such of 
the resolutions as appertain to matters that will be considered by the 
Committee. 
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Objection by Indians to Films pboddced in Dab-es-Salaam. 

277. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to a report published in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 
21st February, 1930 (pages 12-13), in which it is stated that the “Light 
01 Asia** film which was exhibited, in Dar-es- Salaam, was strenuously 
objected to by the Sinhalese Buddhist Association, as containing matters, 
some of which were incorrect, and some objectionable from the religious 
point of view? 

(h) Are Government aw-are that the picture w’as banned in Ceylon, in 
Zanzibar, and other places where a Buddhist population exists? 

(c) Are Government aware that there are no Indians appointed on 
ihe Film Censor Board in Dar-es -Salaam to protect the legitimate religious 
?iisccptibilities of the Indians, which are outraged by the production of 
objectionable pictures by non-Indian film companies? Have Government 
taken any steps, or do they propose to take any now to safeguard the 
interests of the Indiana in this respect? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) Govern- 
ment hav^' now scon thi{^ report. 

(h) and (e). Government liave no information beyond what is contain- 
ed in the report, to which ihe Honourable Member has drawn their atten- 
tion. No representation from the Indian eommiinitv in Tanganyika has 
Ix'cn received. - 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Now that the attention of tlie Government has 
been drawn to that matter, wdiat steps do Govemmeiit propose to tako 
witii regard to it? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: To try to 

acquire knowledge. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Will they try to liav(' sufficient accurate 
knowledge in order to be able to lake some practical stops in the matter 
so .‘IS to prevent a recurrence of such incidents? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : That we 
always do. (Laughter.) 

Search of the Daughter of the late Maulana Muhammad Ali by 

THE Railw^ay Police. 

278. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it a fact that the daughter of the 
late Maulana Muhammad Ali, while going to Bampui! from Delhi, on 
^ceiving the news of her father’s death, was searched by the Railway 
Police Moradabad, at* the instance of some excise official of Ghaziabad? 

If so, what action was taken by Government in the matter? Do Govern- 
ment propose to move the United Provinces Government in the matter, in 
order to vindicate the honour of the bereaved lady ? --- 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: 1 liave asked for the full facts of the 
the Local Government and will inform the Honourable Member 
of the result as soon as possible. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will Government be pleased to lay the 
^oply on the table of the House instead of informing me individually ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 shall be prepared to consider that 
when I am in receipt of the full information. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Arc not Government under an obligation to lay 
the reply on the table of the House so that we may have an opportunity 
of putting supplementary questions? 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Have not all other Members got the right to 
know the answer to every starred question, which can only be done if tlio 
answer is laid on the table of tlie House, instead of being communicated 
only to the individual Member putting the question? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I shall very carefully consider all 
these suggestions when I am in receipt of the full information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir, we have a right to know the replies ; it is 
not a matter merely for the Honourable Member’s consideration. 

Pay of Teachers in East Indian Railway Schools. 

279. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Will Government be pleased io 
state if all the East Indian Railway High Schools have been allowed time- 
scale of pay as in the Local Government Schools? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if all the East Indian Railway 
Middle Schools have been put in the same category as the High School 
with regard to scale of pay? 

(c) If the answer to part (h) be in the negative, do Government pro- 
I»ose to sanction for the two Railway Middle Schools of the United Pro- 
vinces (Bareilly and Mughal Sarai) the same scale of pay as that of the 
East Indian Railway High School? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes, subject to the condition that the new 
rates of pay are applicable only to such of the existing incumbents as 
possess educational qualifications equivalent to those laid down by the 
Local Government for teachers on corresponding rates of pay. But I 
would fidd with reference to this condition that the Agent, East Indiiin 
Railway, has recently been empowered to extend the benefit of the new 
rates of pay to particular teachers not so qualified when, this is considered 
to be justified on account of the character of the w^ork of the individual. 

(b) and (r). I have made enquiries and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member later. 

Ensuing Public Service Commission Examination. 

280. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury):i 
(a) Is it a fact that an examination by the Public Service Oommission; 
for the recruitment of the ministerial staff of the Government of India 
and attached offices is going to be held in February next? 

(b) Is it a fact that departmental candidates will also be allowed to 
sit for the examination? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the class of candidates who 
are being treated as departmental candidates? 

(d) Is it a fact that many candidates who did not conform to the ago 
restrictions imposed by the Public Service Commission nor to the educa- 
tirnal qualifications were allowed to sit at the last qualifying examination 
hold for departmental candidates? 



QUESTIONS AND AlfSWEI^S. 


497 


^ (c) If the answer to part (d) above be in thd afi&rmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons why they were allowed to appear? 

(/) Do Government propose to extend the same concession to persons 
similarly placed and who are working in the Government of India Secre- 
tariat and attached offices and who desire to appear at the ensuing 
examination? If not, why not? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to state the educational qualifications, 
period of service, and special qualifications if any of Messrs. Moti Earn, 
Abdul Latif, Feroze Jang, Gajjan Singh, N. K. Puri, Amar Nath Dhonn, 
S. C. Seth, E. E. Seth and Mr. Abdul Haq, clerks of the Army Head- 
quarters, who were allowed to sit at the last qualifying examination and 
will they be pleased to state the reasons whether any preferential treat- 
ment was accorded to them? If so, why? 

(h) Will they be pleased to state the reasons in each case why they 
were permitted to sit for the Third Division test of the Public Service 
Commission in the last departmental examination as a special case? 

(i) Is it a fact that there are several clerks in the Government dt 
India offices who hold substantive appointments and who do not possess 
the educational standard required by the Public Service Commission? 

(j) Is it also a fact that such clerks are not being allowed to sit in 
the ensuing Public Servic'c Commission examination, which will be held 
for the departmental candidates, on the ground that they are either age- 
barred or are educationally below the standard required by the Public 
Service Commission? 

(Ic) Is it a fact that many of them are workingr in the Government of 
India offices for periods ranging over years? 

(l) If the answer to the part (k) is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to exempt them from the Public Service Cdmmission examina- 
tion and confirm them in their posts? If not, why not? 

(m) Is it a fact that several departmental candidates, having the 
necessary educational qualifications, but age-barred, being above 24 years 
of age, are permitted to sit only for the Third Division Examination? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, provided they satisfy the rules as to age and educational 
qualifications which are applicable to external candidates. 

(c) Any person who is pennancntly or temporarily employed in the 
Government of India Secretariat or its attached offices. 

(d) The condition regarding age was relaxed in one case only, so far 
as I am aware, while the condition in respect of educational qualifications 
was relaxed in several cases. 

(®)> (9)f W ( 0 - Public Service Commission are empowered 
to admit to the examination persons with educational qualifications other 
than those prescribed and to exempt from the examination, or to admit 
to a particular division, persons who, by reason of their previous record, 
can in their opinion properly be exempted or admitted as the case may 
be. I am satisfied that this discretion has been exercised properly. No 
useful purpose will be served by calling for the details asked for in part 
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(/) No. The concession was granted for special reasons which do not 
apply in the case of a competitive examination. 

(i) It is possible, but any such person must have been recruited before 
the Staff Selection Board was instituted or have received exemption on 
special grounds. 

(y) and (h). Yes. 

(m) The matter is under consideration. 


UNSTABEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

Illness of Sir Norman Bolton, late Chief Commissioner, North 
West Frontier Province. 

147. Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state 

(a) Whether Sir Norman Bolton, late Chief Commissioner, North- 
West Frontier Province was ailing before the Peshawar 
disturbances ? 

(h) How many hours after the disturbances did he leave Peshawar? 

(c) To whom did he make over charge of his office when he relin- 

quished it? 

(d) The details of the letter or telegram by which he made over 

charge? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: (^/) No, Sir. Sir Norman Bolton had been in 
charge of heavy responsibilities as Chief Commissioner, North-West Fron- 
tier Province, for seven years, but there was no reason to anticipate the 
grave breakdown which eompelled him, under medical advice, to leave 
Peshawar on 30th April, 1030. 

(b), (c) and (d). Sir Norman left Peshawar for England seven days 
after the outbreak of the first disturbances, having made over charge to 
Mr. Latimer, then Bevenue Commissioner, North-West Frontier Province. 
The report of the transfer of charge does not contain any further details. 

Peace Proposals of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. M. B. Jayakar. 

148. Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
at whose initiative peace proposals were undertaken with Mahatma Gandhi 
and other Congress leaders by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. M. B. 
Jayakar? Was it at the instance of His Excellency the Viceroy or of 
their own accord? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the whole corres- 
pondence that passed between His Excellency the Viceroy, Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru and Mr. M. E. Jayakar on the one hand and Mahatma 
Gandhi and Congress leaders on the other? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) and (b). I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the correspondence which has already appeared in the 
Press, and particularly to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 's letter dated the 13th 
July, and to His Excellency’s reply of the 16th July, 1930, to which there 
is nothing to add. 
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Improvement of the Bridges over the Bivebs Poonpoon and 

Mobhar. 

149. Mr. M. Kaswood Ahmad: (a) Will Oovemment be pleased fo 

state if their attention has been drawn to resolution No. 46 of the pro- 
ceedings of an ordinary meeting of the Patna District Board held on 
the 26th July, 1928? 

(6) If reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy* of the said resolution? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps, as requested by the Patna 
District Board, for the improvement of the bridges on the river Poonpoon 
and Morhar on the Patna-Gaya Eailway line in such a way that carriages 
may pass over them like the Eailway bridge over the Ganges at Benares? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). No. 

(c) 1 am making enquiries and a further communication will be made 
lo the Honourable Member. 

Appointment of Non-Muslim Clerks in the Government of India 

Press, Simla. 

150. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Are Government aware that in the clerical 
l)ranch of the Government of India Press, Simla, all the posts in the upper 
grade are held by Muslims and is it a fact that one of them fell vacant 
recently on transfer of the Stationery Keeper to the Government of India 
Press, Aligarh? If so, do Government contemplate to issue instructions 
to the INIanager of the said Press to see that this post is given to the 
community that remains unrepresented in the upper grade now? 

Mr. J, A. Shillidy: T he three upper grade posts are held by .\rnslims. 
'Phat of Stationery Keeper was Hlled by the promotion of the soniormost 
man, who was the only one (pialilied. Government do not propose to 
issue any further instructions in the matter. 

Appointments tn the Government of India Press, Simla. 

161. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that when any officiating or per- 
manent chance occurs in the clerical branch of the Government of India 
Press, Simla, the claims of many clerks are overlooked as there is kept no 
gradation list; if so, are Government prepared to instruct the IManager 
of the Press to see that the clahus of senior clerks are considered first when 
filling such vacancies and that a gradation list is kept for open inspection? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: The reply to the first part of the ITonourabio 
Member's question is iu the negative; the latter part of his question 
does not therefore arise. 

Employment of Sikhs in the Government of India Press, Simla. 

162. Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Is it a fact that in the Government of India 
Press, Simla, there are only half a dozen Sikhs, out of which only two 
or three are in regular posts; if so, are Government prepared to instruct 
the Controller of Printing and Stationery to issue orders to the Manager 
of the Press to sec that a suitable number of the Sikh community Is 
employed in each and every section of the Press? 
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Mr. J. A. ShiUidy: There are eight Sikhs employed in the Government 
of India Press, Simla, of whom five are on the regular establishment, two 

S e on probation and one is officiating in a leave vacancy. The Honourable 
embeV’s attention is invited to the latter portion of mv reply to question 
No. 82. 

< I ! 

Reduction op Expenditure on the East Indian Railway. 

l/)3. Lala Brij Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether they have appointed any officer or officers to effect 
economy on the East Indian Railway Administration by re- 
ducing posts; 

(b) what expenditure has been incurred in the form of salaries and 
travelling allowances of these officers and their staff; 

(c) what savings have been effected by these officers under the 
following heads: 

(i) Senior scale officers, (ii) junior scale officers, (iii) subordinate 
cadre but posts held by European and Anglo-Indian staff, 
(iv) subordinate cadre but posts held by the Indian staff 
and (v) menial staff ; 

(d) whether any staff has been thrown out of employment or given 
compulsory leave as a result of these economics ; and 

(e) whether instructions have been issued to the Agent and these 
officers that this staff is xirovidod first in vacanci9s occurring? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) (jovernmcnt appointed two officers to investi- 
gate and rei)ort on fhc possibility of reducing the periodical returns pre- 
pared by State-managed railways and to make proposals for revising proce- 
dure with a. view to effecting economies in establishment charges and 
contingencies. These officers have so far been employed on the East Indian 
Railway only. 

(h) The expenditure to the end of the current financial vear is estimated 
at Rs. 1,14,000. 

(c) The proposals already made by these officers are calculated to secure 
an annual reduction of expenditure of Rs. 1,20,000 in t'stablishment charge^- 
alone. No reduction in the posts borne on the superior cadre have been 
made, but it is understood that some reduction will be proposed. As re- 
gards the posts in the subordinate cadre and in inferio:’ service, I have 
called for information showing the total number of posts in each of these 
classes brouglit under reduction, and will communicate with the Honourable 
Member when it is received. Information as to wbat communities held 
these particular posts has not been called for as proposals for the abolition 
of particular posts are made without any reference to the community lo 
which the holder belongs. 

(d) I have no information whether any staff have already been thrown 
out of employment, but I would mention that instructions were issued by 
the Railway Board to the Agent, East Indian Railway, that in all cases 
where he accepted the recommendations of the officer on special duty he 
should bring surplus posts under reduction, and discharge the individuals 
who held such posts, unless other employment can^je found for them 
Instructions have also be;en issued to the Agent to grant to sucli staff as 
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0iav have to be discharged on reduction of establishment, the leave stand- 
ing* to their credit on the termination of their services upto the maximum 
of four months. 

(e) Particular instructions to this effect have not been issued as re- 
gards this case, but under general instructions the Kailway Administration 
is expected to consider the claims of such persons in preference to others. 
In order that this may not be lost sight of, the Agent s attention will be 
drawn to the Hono\irablc Member’s question and my reply. 

Management of the Buddha Gaya Temple. 

154. Lala Bri] Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state :) 

(а) whether they have received any representation from the Buddhist 

community of India, Burma and Ceylon with regard to the 
possession and management of Buddha Gaya Temple; 

(б) whether Government have taken or propose to take any steps 

to satisfy the legitimate grievances of the Buddhist com- 
munity in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) No. 

(&) Does not arise. 

Buddha Relics. 

155. Lala Brij Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any relics of Lord Buddha are in their possession; 

(h) whether any requests have been received for its proper enshrine- 
ment in India; 

(c) whether Government have taken or propose to take any step to 

ensure their early enshrinement in India; and 

(d) what conditions if any are imposed for. the grant of these relics 

for purposes of worship? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) Of the 

several Buddhist relics excavated by the Archeological Department, one 
from Taxila in the Punjab and another from Nugarjunikonda in the Madras 
Presidency could bo identified with a certain measure of ])robability as 
relics of the Buddlia himself. 

(6), (r) and (d). Kuch requests were received in 1010 from the Mahabodhi 
Society of (Calcutta and the Bengal Buddhist Association. Govenimcnt 
expressed their willingness to present three relics to the former and one 
to the latter, provided that a guarantee could be given that the relics would 
bo enshrined in worthy viharas and adequately safeguarded, and provided 
• that the shrines were constructed before the relics were distributed. The 
Mahabodhi Society h/is repeated its request, now that the erection of the 
vihara at Sarnath is nearing completion. 

Members RiiTURNED by Joint Electorates to the Central and 
Provincial Legislatures. 

156. Kunwar Ha]ee Ismail All Khan: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table the following information: 

(a) names of the special constituencies whicH send Members by 
joint electorate to the Central and different Provincial 
Legislatures; and 
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(6) the number of Muslim and Non-MusUm Members returned 
each of these constituencies respectively since the inaugura- 
tion of the present reforms? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) The information required by the 
Honourable Member is contained in the Electoral Rules for the Central 
and Provincial Legislatures and the Schedules thereto. 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the election returns, copies 
of which are available in the Library of the House. 

Curtailment of Special Allowances to Government Servants 
OF Non-Asiatic Domicile. 

157. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the average annual expenditure involved in granting special allow- 
ances to men of non-Asiatic domicile in the Imperial service under the 
heads (i) overseas pay, (ii) exchange compensatory allowance and (iii) free 
passage for Government servants and their families? 

(b) Are Government aware that (i) overseas pay and (ii) free passages 
were recommended by the Lee Commission only as a temporary measure to 
meet the increased cost of living and rates of passage? Are Government 
aware that the cost of living and passage rates have come down? If so, 
do Government propose to do away with these allowances and, if so, 
from what date? 

(c) Are Government aware that in many cases the allowances drawii 
by officers amount to between 60 to 70 per cent, of their substantive 
salary? In view of the financial stringency arc Government contemplat- 
ing the desirability of curtailing these allowances to a minimum? 

(d) Have Government any schemes for effecting retrenchment in the 
various Departments, and if so, what are they? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Figmes collected in 1920 
showed that tlie actual cost of Lee Concessions to the All-India Scrvic(*s 
in 1924-2,*) and their estimated cost in 1025-26 wore 49-83 and 5419 lakhs 
respectively. Of thc'se amounts only 3-94 and 1*91 lakhs in each year fell 
upon the (iovernuient of India; the balance being a charge upon local 
Governments. The jiavinents in question were not confined to officers of 
non-Asiatic domicile. Some of them were made to officers domiciled in 
Asia. These figures wore given in Sir Basil l^>lnckelt’s reply to questions 
Nos. 90, 431 and 439 on tlie 2.5th January, 1026. T would invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to the explanations given by Sir Basil 
Blackett in his reply. 

Possibly these figures will suffice for the Honourable Member’s purpose 
as they cover very much the same ground as flic particulars for wdu'ch he • 
has asked. Tf he is not satisfied, the exact figu.res for which he asks will 
be collected, but the work. of collection will occupy several months. 

(b) Overseas pay was introduced in 1919, several years before tlio 
appointment of the Lee Commission as a result of whose re- 
commendations a small increase only was made in the maximum 
rate of this allowance. Free passages were sanctioned on the recommenda- 
tion of the Leo Commission, which justified its proposals mainly on the 
ground that rates of pay were insufficient to cover the cost of passages. 

In regard to the various considerations which influenced the Lee Com- 
mission in making their recommendations, I would refer the Honourable 
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Member to Chapters VI and VII of their report, from which he will see 
that the increased cost of living w^as only one factor of several that were 
taken into account. 

(c) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative. As 
regards the second part please see the reply to (d). 

(d) I hope to deal with the question of economy in my Budget speech. 

Recruitment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 

168 . Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the number of* recruitments made jn the North Western Rail- 

way under various classes of clerical and technical Depart- 
ments during the period 1st April, 1929 to 31st March, 1930; 

(b) how many of such posts were advertised in the newspapers; 

(c) the number of Muslims who applied for these posts, (1) from all 

Divisions and (2) from Karachi Division; 

(d) the number of Muslims selected and the number of Muslims 

selected from Karachi Division; 

(c) the number of Muslims appointed or entertained in the Training 
School ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The information asked for is not available and 
Government do not consider that its value would be commensurate to the 
labour and expense of its collection. 

Share of Surplus Profits and Net Earnings paid to Railway 
Companies and Native States. 

159. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Gov(‘rnment please state: 

(rt) on whiit principle the shares of surplus profits are prtid to 
Railway Companies; and 

(/)) on what principle the shares of net earnings are paid to Indian 
States? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The division of surplus profits in each individual 
case is governed by the terms of the contract. A summary of these terms 
is contained in the “History of Indian Railways a copy of which is 
available in tlie Library. The principles in general are as follows: 

In the case of the principal iState-owned Company-managed railways, 
the surplus profits are divided between the Government and the Company 
in the ratio of their respective shares of capital in the undertaking. 

In the case of branch lines owned by Companies and built with financial 
assistance from Government, the surplus profits, after ])aying a fixed rate 
of interest on capital, arc divided equally between Government and the 
Company. 

In the case of branch lines owned by Companies and built without 
financial assistance from Government, the whole of the surplus profits are 
paid to the Company. 

When a line is constructed partly in an Indian Slate, and the State 
makes a contribution to the capital expenditure, the net earnings or losses 
are divided between Government and the State in proportion to the capital 
contributed by each. 


i> 
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Gbatuity paid to as Officbb op the Railway iNSPBcriON Dbfabthebt. 

160. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Ib it a fact that a fatuity of about 
Rs. 22,000 was paid to an officer of the Railway Inspection Department 
on retirement in the current financial year? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in affirmative, will Government please 
state the name and post of the officer who received that amount? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I understand a retiring gratuity of Rs. 25,000 
has been sanctioned for Mr. Buyers, Senior Government Inspector of Rail- 
ways, Circle No. 5, Bombay. 

CONTBIBUTIONS PAID FOB PbOVIDENT FuND FOB ESTABLISHMENT IN THE 

Railway Boabd. 

161. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) What amount was actually paid as 
contribution to the Provident Fund for non-peiisionable establishment under 
the Railway Board, the Railway Inspection Department and the Railway 
Audit Department in the year 1929-30? 

(b) What are the names and posts of the officers under the Railway 
Board, the Inspection Department, and the Audit Department who received 
gratuity in the year 1929-30 and what amount each of them received? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The figures readily tivailablc show the total 
amounts of expenditure in 1929-30 on Provident Fund bonus and gratuities 
under the Demands Railway Board, Inspection and Audit, were Rs. 
57,000, 16,000, and 57,000 respectively. 

(b) The information is not available and cannot be obtained without an 
amount of labour incommensurate with the advantage likely to be gained 
by its collection. 

Types and Classes of Locomotives on Indt^^n Railways. 

162. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Wbll Government be pleased to say 
how many types and classes of locomotives, boilers, carriages, luggage and 
brakes and wagons are used on different Indian railways? 

(b) What is the difference between the different types and classes of 
rolling stock and what are their special peculiarities? 

(c) What was the total number of different types and classes of loco- 
motives, boilers, carriages, luggage and brakes, and wagons at the end of 
the year 1930 under the different railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) It would be impossible, without an exceed- 
ingly laborious census, to discover the exact number of types of locomo- 
tives, boilers, etc., in use on all the railways of India. In all cases they 
probably number over 100, and in some, carriages for example, very many 
more. 

(b) It is impossible to give (his information wilboiit an elaborato 
technical exposition accompanied by drawings of each type. 

(c) Information as to the number of locomotives, boilers, etc., of differ- 
ent types and classes in service at the end of 1930 is not available, but 
the figures for 31st March, 1980, were as follows: 

about 

9,474 locomotives, 

9,668 locomotive boilers, including those in locomotives, 

22,329 carriages, luggage and brakes. 

225,926 wagons. 



UirSTARRED QUESTION H- AN1> ANSWERS. 


606 


Numbbb op Mussalmans in the Telegraph and Telppione 

Departments. 

163. Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) What was the total number of telegraphists, Telegraph Masters 

and Telegraph Superintendents as well as the total number 
of employees of the engineering branch of the Telegraph and 
Telephone Department at the end of the year 1930? 

(b) What was the total number of the various appointments held 

by the Mussalmans in the Telegraph and the Telephone 
Departments ? 

Mr, H. A. Sams: (a) and (b). Information asked for by the Honourable 
Member is available up to the 31st March, 1930, and is being furnished to 
him separately. 

% 

Proportion of Appointments held by Mussalmans in the Railway 

Department. 

164. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to say 
w hat was the proportion of the various appointments held by Mussalmans 
in the Railway Department at the end of the year 1930? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: 1 would refer the Honourable Member to 
Appendix “F” in Volume I and to Appendix “0” in Volume II of the 
Railway Board’s Report on Indian Railways for 1929-30, c'opies of which 
are in the Library. They give the latest information available. 

Appointment of Indians in the Carriage and Wagon Shops of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway at A,tmer. 

105. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Will Government please state the 
number of Indian (excluding Ango-Indian) Foremen, Assistant Foremen, 
Head Chargemcn, in the Carriage and Wagon Shops, Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway, Ajmer, on the 31st December, 1925, and on 
Ihi' 31st December, 1930? 

(6) Will Government please state the steps taken so far by the Carriage 
" and Wagon Superintendent, Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, 
A]mer, for Indianization of the higher services in his department? 

(c) Will Government please lay on the table h statement showing sepa- 
rately the number of apprentices trained and absorbed in the higher ser- 
vices by (1) the Loco. Department and (2) the Carriage and Wagon Depart- 
ment of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway at Ajmer, during 
the last five years, and the present pay of those retained in services, ex- 
plaining the difference, if any, in the system obtaining in the two depart- 
ments of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Government regret that they arc not prepared 
to supplement with figures for individual offices or posts the information in 
I’cgnrd to communal representation in railway service given in the Annual 
Report on Indian Railways. 

(h) and (c). I have called for the information and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

D 3 
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Lack of Second Class Compartments on the Futwah-Islampori 

Railway. 

166. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Are Government aware that the 
is no second class carriage or compartment in the Futwah-Islampur Ee 
way, and in absence of this, the intermediate class or first class coi 
partments are sometimes packed to their utmost capacity? 

(b) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to remove t] 
grievance of the second class passengers by supplying a second class coi 
partment in that Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). Government are aware that the 
is no second class carriage or compartment on this short narrow gauj 
feeder line of 27 miles. They have received no complaints of overcrowding < 
the intermediate or first class compartments, but will bring the Honourab 
Member’s question to the notice of the Managing Agents. 

Conveyance of Passengers in Wagons on t^^ Bukhtiarpobb-Bihai 

Light Railway. 

167. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Are Government aware that in tl 
Bukhtiarpore-Bihar Light Railway passengers are conveyed by trucks ar 
wagons which are meant only for carrying goods ? 

(b) Do Government propose to take iinmediato steps to put a stop 1 
th’s risky process of conveying passengers in wagons by adding to tl 
number of carriages? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Messrs. Martin and Company, who ar 
Managing Agents of the Bukhtiarpur-Bihar Light Railway, were requesto 
in 1926 to report to the Railway Board every case in which it was foim 
necessary to cfarrv passengers in goods vehicles, and the Railway Boar 
cannot trace that any report of such an occurrence has been received Iroi 
Messrs. Martin and Company since then. 

(b) The matter is being referred to Messrs. Martin and Company, an 
on hearing from them, I will communicate with the Honourable Membt v. 

Lack of Waiting Rooms at the Bukhtiabporb-Bihab Light Railway 

Stations. 

168. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Has the attention of Goverjiincn 
been drawn to the fact that there is not a single, waiting-room for f]r^ 
and second class passengers at any of the stations of the Bukhtiarpon 
Bihar Light Railway? 

(b) Do Government propose to remove fhis grievance' of the public b; 
constructing at least four waiting rooms for Ist and 2nd class passenger 
at four stations, viz., Bukhtiarpore Junction, Behar, Nalanda and Rajgriha 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government are not aware of the situation 
Two copies of the question are being sent to the Railway Administrations 
concerned for their consideration. 

Lengthy Hold-up of Traffic at a Level Crossing. 

169. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi: (a) Are Government aware that th( 
whole traffic is held up, sometimes for an hour continuously, at the crossini 
of the railway line near the Bukhtiarpore Junction Station on the Fas 
Indian Railway and is a great inconvenience to the public in general? 
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(h) Are Government prepared to take immediate steps to construct- an 
underground bridge fot the traffic? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). The Honourable Member presum- 
•ibly refers to road traffic held up at fi level crossing. Government have 
received no complaints on this score, but if there is inconvenience to road 
traffic, the matter might suitably be taken up by the Calcutta Advisory 
Committee of the East Indian Railway. 


IvLECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE SALT INDUSTRY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: The House will now proceed to elect ten Members for 
the Committee to examine the Report of ihe Tariff Board on 
IJ Noon. industry. There are 16 candidates whose names are 

jiriiitcd on ihe ballot papers which will now be supplied to Honourable 
Members in the order in which I call them. 

I should like to inform Honourable Members that Sirdar Harbans Singh 
Brar has withdrawn his candidature since. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian Com- 
merce) ; I understand my name is also included in the list of candidates 
for the Committee. I beg to withdraw from the election. 

Mr. President: Mr. S. C. Sen has also withdrawn his candidature. 

(The ballot was then taken.) * 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

ROADS. 

Mr. Piresldent: Order, order. Members will now proceed to elect six 
Members to serve on the Standing Committee on Roads. There are 15 
candidates, whose names are printed on the ballot papers which will now 
be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I call them. 

I should like to inform Honourable Members that Mr. K. P. Thampan, 
one of the candidates has now withdrawn. 

Mr. B. N. Misra: Sir, I also inform you that I withdraw. 

Mr. President: Mr. K. P. Thampan and Mr. B. N. ]\risra have both 
withdrawn. 

(The ballot was then taken.) 


THE GOLD THREAD INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill to provide for the fostering and develop- 
ment of the gold thread industry in British India be referred to a Select 
^ommittee consisting of Mr. W. Alexander, Kunwar Rnghubir Singh, 
A. Das, Rai Sahib Pandit Hari Das, Mr. K. P. Thampan, Mr. Muham- 
JUad Azhar Ali, Mr. N. N. Anklesaria, Mr R. K. Shanmukham Chetty 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub with instructions to report on or before 
e 12th February, 1931, and that the number of members whose presence 
Shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be fiv^. 
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I do not think it will be necessary, Mr. President, for me to speak at 
any great length about this Bill. The reasons for the provisions which it 
contains are set forth clearly in the Tariff Board’s Beport — not a very 
long one which is in the hands of Members, and I do not doubt that most 
of them have read it. Those who were Members of the last Assembly 
will remember how the inquiry into this matter originated. When last 
year’s Finance Bill was before the House, one of the provisions it ♦con- 
tained was the imposition of a duty of four annas an ounce upon silver 
bullion. 

(At this stage. Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President.) 

It was then represented that the imposition of this duty might have a 
detrimental effect upon those industries in India for which silver is a raw 
material and a modification was therefore made in the Bill by which 
articles made of silver and liable to the 80 per cent, import duty under 
the luxury schedule were subjected also to an additional duty of 8 per 
cent., making 38 per cent, in all. That duty, was to remain in force up 
to the 31st March, ]931, and meanwhile a Tariff Board inquiry was to be 
held to determine whether or not tliis increase of duty should be perma- 
nent, and whether these industries required protection. The result of 
this inquiry is the Beport which is in the hands cf Honourable Members. 
The Tariff Board’s recommendations and the provisions of the Bill are 
limited to what is called the gold thread industry. No application for 
protection w?is received by the Tariff Board for pi'otection in respect of 
articles other than gold thread and such things as lametta, which are not 
exactly gold thread but are connected with it, and therefore this Bill 
contains no provisions relating to the manufacture of silver plate or similar 
articles. 

One interesting feature of the gold thread industry is this. It is I think 
the first industry which the Tariff Board has investigated where the condi- 
tions are largely those of a cottage industry. It is true that small factories 
exist, particularly at Surat, but a great deal of the gold thread made in 
India is produced on a cottage industry bas,is. Now, when that is so, it is 
obvioiis that tlie Tariff Board cannot have the same facilities for obtaining 
accurat’e figures as they have when they are dealing with a large organized 
industry where the manufacturers have a skilled accounting staff and are 
in a position to determine accurately wbat their costs are. Nevertheless, 
I think, the Tariff Board adopted the right method when, In the course of 
their inquirv at Surat, they assembled together a number of manufacturers, 
went into the whole question very closely in oral discussion, and eventually 
arrived at the figures which the Board believed to be reasonably accurate 
and which the manufacturers themselves wore prepared to accept. That 
is, I think, the only possible method you can adopt when you are investi- 
gating the question of protection for an industry that works on a very 
small scale such as I have described. But when I talk of a small scale, 
I would not be misunderstood. Each individual unit of the industry is 
small, but the aggregate of all the units has become considerable. The 
Tariff Board estimate that the value of the gold thread manufactured in 
India in a single year may be as much as a hundred lakhs and that there 
4iay be as many as ten thousand men employed. That is by no means 
A negligible value or a negligible amount of employment. 
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When the Tariff Board discuss the question why the industry has grown 
rapidly in the last ten years, they admit, and indeed every one must admit, 
that the raising of the duty from 15 per cent, to 30 per cent, some eight 
years ago must have had a strong tendency in that direction. But they 
draw attention to another fact which has also to be taken into account. 
They point out that simultaneously with the growth of the Indian ptoduc- 
tion there has been an increase in imports, eight or nine years ago prices 
were very much higher than they arc today, yet nevertheless the actual 
value of the imports has not gone down; but has gone up, and must there- 
fore represent a larger quantity. 

(At this stage Mr. President resumed the Chair.) 

It is necessary at this point, however, to distinguish. In Northern 
India the Board find, and I think their reasoning is cogent, that the indi- 
genous product already commands the whole market, that the imports o£ 
real gold thread from abroad are negligible, and that the price of gold 
thread in that part of India today is no longer regulated by the cost of 
importation, but is regulated by internal competition between the Indian 
manufacturers themselves. Tliercfore, if they are correct, as I believe they 
are in that finding, in Northern India where these conditions prevail, the 
manufacturer cannot be assisted, nor can the eensumer be prejudiced by 
the raising of the duty. The duty has in fact ceased to be effective in 
the sense which a protective duty ought to be. and the whole problem of 
protection for the industry is narrowed down to this, that even with the 
help of the 30 per cent, duty, the manufacturers in Noi^tliern India have 
so far failed to capture the market in the Madras Presidency. Therefore, 
ihe effect which Government hope for from this measure is that, with the 
imposition of the additional duty, it will be possible for the Indian manu- 
facturer of gold thread gradually to supply the demand which comes mainly 
from handloom weavers in the Madras Presidency. Now, on this point I 
should like to say one thing. If the manufacturers carry on as they are 
doing at present, without trying to improve their methods and if it is not 
found possible to give them assistance by the provincial Departments of 
Industries, then I could not feel sanguine that the manufacturers in North- 
ern India would capture the Madras market. My reason for saying so is this, 
that the gold thread that is used in the Madras Presidency is used mainly 
for high class handloom made goods, which sell at comparatively high 
prices, and where quality is of first class importance. At present, the 
Board tell us, the handloom weaver in ihe Madras Presidency docs not 
find that the Indian made gold thread is suitable for his requirements, 
partly because the gold thread they import from abroad — from France for 
example, — is generally of a better quality, and partly owing to the lack 
of uniformity of the Indian gold thread so that the weaver never knows 
what he is getting. Therefore, in effect, what the Board hope for, and 
w^hat Government hope for is not that iho Indian manufacturer will bo 
able to sell in Madras gold thread of a quality no higlior than he produces 
today ; what they hope for is that, under the stimulus of the dutv and 
with the assistance of the provincial Departments of Industries, he w’ill take 
serious stops to improve his methods to attain a higher standard and m 
greater decree of uniformitv. If that is so, then I think witliin the period 
of ten years for which it is proposed that the higher duty should remain 
in force, I have every hope that he will be able to capture the market in 
Southern India. 
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When the Tariff Board came before Government, Mr. President, they 
considered very carefully the effect it might have upon the handloom 
weaving industry in Southern India. They had hoped that all that could 
be .said on behalf of that industry would have been brought prominently 
to the notice of the Board in the course of its inquiry. Owing to some 
accident the letter which was addressed to the Director of Industries, 
Madras, as I have recently been informed by the Madras Government, 
did not reach that officer, and no evidence was tendered by the provincial 
Department of Industries on that subject. On the other hand, I think 
it is clear from paragraph 22 of the Report that the Board appreciated 
the importance of this aspect of the question and did their best to find out 
all that was necessary on the subject. I am informed by my Honourable 
colleague, Sir Joseph Bhore, that the firm of Messrs. Pearce Leslie and Co., 
who are mentioned in that paragraph of the Report, are in close and inti- 
mate touch with the handloom ^veaving industry in Southern India, and 
probably have more full information as to the conditions prevailing than 
any one else would be likely to have. Now, what is brought out in that 
paragraph is this. The Board took as example a particular kind of silk 
sari made at Salem, which contains, according to the information they 
received, more gold thread than any other of the i)roducts of the handloom 
in Southern India. What they found was this that the sari would sell 
at Rs. 116, with the existing duty, on gold thread and that if the duty 
was raised to the extent recommended by the Board, the price would 
have to be increased to R&. 119, that is, by something less than 3 per 
cent. I think it is a fair conclusion from that that the effect on the hand- 
loom industry, which it is always our duty to safeguard as much as we 
can, is not likely to be serious as a result of this increase in the duty on 
gold thread. If Government had not felt reasonable satisfaction on that 
point, they would not have placed this Bill before the House. 

I do not know. Sir, that I need go in any detail into the figures as to 
the amount of protection required. I have always found it very difficult, 
in speaking on protection questions in this House, when it comes to figures^ 
because when other people are speaking about figures I always find great 
difficultv in understanding them and I always fear that other Members 
would find equal difficulty in understanding me. But what, in effect, it 
comes to is this. The Board found that the fair selling price of gold 
thread of the quality necessary to displace the imported gold thread in 
Southern India was Rs, 41-9-0 per marc of 8 ounces, that the price of the 
imported product on which the duty was assessed was Rs. 25-4-0, and that 
the amount of the additional duty required was Rs. 12-5-0, which is 
approximately 48 per cent., and the Board rounded off that figures to 50 
per cent. 

Before I sit down, I should like to say a word or two about the reason 
why we have agreed with the Board that not only gold thread proper— 
perhaps I ought to have explained earlier that this gold thread would be 
more accurately described as gilt thread because the precious metal princi- 
pallv employed is silver, and gold is used only as a thin outer film — ^but in 
addition to this gold thread proper, there is a great deal of what is called 
half fine imitation gold thread, where the silver is replaced bv some base 
metal and the S'ildinrr is retained and imitation gold thread where no pre- 
cious metal is used at all. There were two reasons why it was decided that 
it would be advisable to make the half fine imitation and the imitation 
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gold thread subject to the 50 per cent. duty. One is an administrative 
reason, which is fully explained by the Board. If the imitation gold thread 
contains any precious metal at all, it becomes subject to the 30 per cent, 
duty. Traders represented that this was not quite reasonable, and Govern- 
ment fixed a limit of one per cent, and undertook to ignore smaller quan- 
tities than that. But this did not solve the difficulty and a series of cases 
began to occur which involved a great deal of trouble, because it was neces- 
sary to determine by chemical examination what, in fact, was the per- 
centage of gold or silver in the thread. But apart from that, the Board 
found that the half fine imitation gold thread and the imitation gold thread 
do actually compete with the lower qualities of the gold thread made in 
India. For these two reasons it was thought right that the imitation and 
half fine imitation gold thread should both be subject to the 50 per cent, 
duty. 

The details of the Bill, Mr. President, can, of course, be more appro- 
priately considered in Select Committee; but I should like to say that the 
sum and substance of the Bill is contained in clause 5, which is the main 
operative section. (Clauses 2, 3 and 4 are merely drafting matters which 
iiave had to be put in in what looks rather a complicated form, because of 
(he fact that the additional duty imposed last year will expire on the Slat 
March next, that this Bill may possibly become law before that date and 
that we have to provide for that contingency. That creates a somewhat 
complicated problem for the draftsman. But, as I have said, the sum and 
substance of the Bill is contained in clause 5. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE STEEL INDUSTBY (PKOTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill to provide for the modification of 
certain import duties relating to the fostering and development of the 
steel industry in British India be referred to a Select Committee consist- 
ing of Mr. E. F. Sykes, Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar, Mr. B. N. Misra, 
Pandit Satyendranath Sen, Mr. S. G. Jog, Mr. B. Sitaramaraju and 
Miaulvi Muhammad Yakub, with instructions to report on or before the 
12th February, 1931, and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall bo five. 

This Bill does not raise any important question of principle, and, 
indeed, it may be described as a small appendix to the Steel Industry 
(Protection) Act of 1927. It originated in a request by a particular firm 
which has undertaken the manufacture of such things as rivets, fish 
holts, gibs, cotters and kevs, — which I understand arc fastenimrs used for 
iron and steel sleepers. The firm represented that, whether they bought 
in India or abroad, the price of the steel they bought for making these 
ihings was increased by the amount of the protective duties imposed by 
Ihe Act of 1927. On the other liand the dutv on the' finished products 
^vhen imported from abroad was either only 10 per cent, ad valoTem, or, 
if they came within the protective schedule, it was, in fact, not sufficient 
^0 compensate the Indian manufacturer for the cost which he hjid to 
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incur in the duty on his materials. The Tariff Board inquired into the 
1 P.M. ^hey found that in fact that was the case. In some 

cases, as for instance, fish bolts and nuts, the duty was only 
10 per cent, whereas the duty on the material from which the fish bolts 
were made was very much higher. I do not think that I need weary 
the House by going into the details which are fully set forth in the 
Tariff Board s lieport, but I ought to explain that there are two groups 
of materials dealt with. The first includes bolts and nuts, fish bolts and 
nuts, dogspikeS, gibs, cotters and keys. These are the ones of which I 
have already spoken and all that we propose to do is to fix the duty at 
such a level that the Indian manufacturer will not be handicapped by the 
fact that there is a protective duty on his raw material. The other 
group consists of chrome steel switches and crossings and stretcher bars. 
The reason why these were not included in the Act of 1927 was that at 
that time chrome steel was not made in India, and it is only quite recently 
that the Iron and Steel Company at Jamshedpur have begun to manu- 
facture chrome steel, and I am glad to say that the results have been 
satisfactory. While they were making this inquiry, this fact came to 
the notice of the Board and quite properly they included it in their 
lieport. Once chrome steel is made in India, there is no reason why 
chrome steel switches and crossings should not be treated for protective 
purposes exactly as any other switches and crossings, and as time goes 
on, this may be a matter of increasing importance, because where traffic 
is very dense, the wear and tear on .switches and crossings at junctions 
becomes very great, and at such places I think railways in all countries 
are tending more and more to use something harder than the ordinary mild 
steel switch and crossing. For that reason, Sir, these were included in 
the Bill. I do not think I need add anything further in moving my motion. 
T have already said that no important question of principle is involved 
and the Bill is simply an appendix to the Act of 1927. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN PAETNEBSHIP BILL. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): Sir, I rise 
to move that the Bill to define and amend the law relating to partnership 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Diwan Bahadur T. Eanga- 
chariar, Mr. S. C. Sen, Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr. L. V. Heathcote, Sir 
Abdur Eahim, Eai Sahib Harbilag Sarda, Lala Eameshwar Prasad Bagla. 
Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz, Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal, Mr. S. C. 
Mitra and the Mover and that the number of members whose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five. 

Sir, I da not think that at this stage we should have a debate at any 
length on the Bill which is now before the House. T think, however, 
it is due to the House that I should explain to them why at this stage 
I am making a motion for Select Committee in respect of this Bill and 
not for circulation. The Bill, it is quite true, is a Bill of very consider- 
able magnitude, and ordinarily we should have made a motion for circiila- 
tion in respect of it. The actual position is this: that the Bill being 
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of considerable magnitude, it will not be possible to find time during the 
Session, either in Delhi or in Simla, for a Select Committee to sit and 
examine this Bill. It is therefore desirable that the Bill should be referred 
to a Select Committee which will be* able to meet in Simla, and having 
mot in Simla, it should be able to go on in the comparativel 3 ^ peaceful 
atmosphere in Simla with the consideration of this Bill from day to day 
and complete its deliberations. In order to enable this to be done and 
at the same time in order that the members of the Select Committee may 
have before them a proper statement of all the opinions of the bodies who 
ought to be consulted, Government will now, if the House accepts this 
motion, proceed to the circulation of the Bill by executive order, so that 
when the Select Committee meets in Simla, they will have before them 
all the necessary opinions. I do not think. Sir, it is necessary for me 
to speak at any great length on the Bill itself, but at the same time the 
Bill is one of considerable magnitude and I do not think I should entirely 
refrain from making remarks on it. Honourable Members will remember 
that one of the most important pieces of legislation passed by this House 
recently was a Bill to regulate the sale of goods. That Bill took out from 
the Contract Act and enlarged a certain section of the law. The Bill now 
before us proposes to do the same thing with another section of the 
Contract Act, that is to say, with Chapter XI of the Contract Act, which 
deals with the law relating to partnership. The law relating to partner- 
ship, as dealt with in the Contract Act, is contained in 27 very brief 
sections of that Act; and it does not profess to be a complete statement 
of the law of partnership, as these provisions were embodied in the law 
as far back as 1872, since which time there has been a trennendous increase 
in the development of business organization in India : and the time, it i?i 
felt, has come when the Contract Act should be relieved of those provi- 
sions, and that a separate enactment should be made containing, if not 
completely at any rate something far more near to being complete, the 
law of partnership, and that. Sir, is the primary object of this Bill. The 
new provisions of the Bill, Sir, are largely modelled on, if not the form 
at ally rate Ihe substance of, the English Partnership Act of 1890, and 
Members of the Select Committee will I trust make, if they have not 
already done so, a very careful study of that Act before applying their 
mind to the Bill before the House. The Act, it may be said, falls naturally 
into seven parts, the first of which is preliminary and the second is of 
the nature of definitions. The third chapter of the Act deals with the 
relationship of partners to one another, the fourth with the relations of 
partners to third parties, the fifth to incoming and outgoing partners, and 
the sixth deals with the dissolution of firms. Added to those is another 
chapter, which is so intimately bound up with the law of partnership that 
it was felt that it should be included in the same Bill, and that is, Sir, 
the chapter dealing with the registration of firms. The idea of registering 
firms, either compulsorily or by making it optional, hag been before the 
Executive for a great manv years, and actually there was a Bill to that 
effect brought forward in Burma. We are now taking steps to add these 
provisions to the Bill relating to partnership, and T may say here, without 
going into any detail on the subject, that the distinctive feature of this 
chapter is that it makes the registration of firms optional. But while it 
is making the registration of firms optional, it "will, we hope 
P '0 a lone wa'*" to making the reeisiration of firms of anv magnitude at 
all a matter of course, and this we hope will be done by the inducements 
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held out for registration. I do not propose, Sir, to go into this in detail. 
I think I have now said enough to ask the House to join me in sending 
this Bill to a Select Committee, which will meet in the circumstances 
described by me. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, 1 move that the name of Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. Bhargava be 
added to the Committee. 

Sir Lancelot Graham* Sir, 1 naturally do not wish to put myself in 
the invidious position of opposing tlie addition of any Member, but it 
would have been more convenient for me if the name had been suggested 
to me at an earlier stage of the proceedings. However, I agree to the 
addition of the name proposed. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, at this stage it is unnecessary for me to deal with 
the provisions or with the principles underlying the Bill, but there is 
one matter which I trust will be dealt with in the Select Committee, and 
that is a matter which is now covered by the Plnglish Act on limited 
partnership. Sir, you know that capital in this country is very shy and 
people do not wish to invest their money in partnership with others who 
are capable of doing business. That can be avoided by inserting in this 
Bill the provisions of the limited partnership Act in England, which have 
been found to be very useful. The English Act relating to partnership, 
referred to by Sir Lancelot Graham, did not deal with that i ubject 
because there is already a statute there dealing with that, and I trust in 
the Select Committee Members will deal with that m.atter; and with 
these observations, I support the motion. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

*‘Tfaat the Bill to define and amend the law relating to partnership be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of Dewan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, Mr. S. C. Sen, 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, Mr. L. V. Heathcote, Sir Ahdur Rahim, Rai Sahib Harhilas 
Sarda, Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla, Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz, Lala Jagan 
Nath Aggarwal, Mr. S. C. Mitra, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. Bhargava and the Mover, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
meeting of the Committee shall be five.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till hdf past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half-past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BIl.L. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : With your permission. Sir, I desire to move that the Select 
Committee to which this Assembly referred the Indian Merchant Shipping 
(Amendment) Bill be instructed to present its Report not later than 
Monday, the 9th February, 1931. 





TH^ I^DIAN MEBOHAKT SHIPPIKQ (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

I think Honourable Members will remember lhat when I moved my 
motion for referring that Bill to a Select Committee, 1 said that I would 
wisli to ascertain the views of the Committee on the question whether 
the Bill should be reported and proceeded with this Session, or whether 
the papers should be circulated before the Committee considered the Bill. 
I have consulted the Members of the Select Committee and the general 
opinion is that the Bill ought to be reported as soon as possible and 
should be proceeded with this Session. Accordingly, as no time limit 
was fixed in the original motion, I have now moved the motion which 
I have read, namely that Committee should repert by Monday, the Oth 
February. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, I move that the Bill fui*ther 
to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, for certain purposes, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, this Bill consists of a number of minor amendments on points 
of administrative retail or on drafting points, the necessity of which has 
become apparent during the last few years either on the recommendation 
of the Local Cxovernment or in some other manner. The amendments 
have no common principle iinderlying them and, with the exception of 
clauses 4 and 5 which go more or less together, they have nothing in 
common with each other. I think therefore, Sir, it might suit the con- 
venience of this House better if, with your permission, instead of speaking 
on tho points raised in the various clauses now, I w^ere to offer a short 
explanatory statement of the intentions of the Government when wo 
come to deal wdth the Bill clause by clause. I have in mind, especially, 
the three clauses of which notice of amendment has been given, but if any 
Honourable Member desires further information beyond what is given in 
the Statement of Objects and Eeasons on any other clauses, I shall of 
course be very glad to supply that information. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 5 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Clause 6. There is an amendment by Bai Sahib 
l^andit Hari Das. 

Rai Sahib Pandit Hari Das (Ambala Division : Non-Muhaminadaii) : 
Sir, I beg to move : 

“That clause 6 be omitted and the subsequent clauses be renumbered accordin.;ly“. 

Sir, I have personal knowledge of a good many of the cantonments 
scattered over the Punjab, and I trhink that any measure that is calculated 
to affect the income of these cantonments should be vory carefully 
considered before the House gives its assent to it. If these wxjrds are 
omitted, it means that Government will .have the * authority to exempt 
goods that may not belong to Government but to any other private 
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agenc.v. The idea is to extend the operation of these exemptions. The 
nead for funds is always very great, especially when questions drise 
such as some expansion in education or some request to meet the most 
elementary requirements of schools maintained or aided by Cantonment 
Boards, or some improvement m sanitation., or of the roads leading to 
Indian locations, if T may so call them. They are so dirty and so misera- 
ble that a visit to them, when contrasted with the places where the more 
favoured people reside, is a very depressing experience. When attention 
is drawn lo such requirements the want of funds is always pleaded. 
8o, what I mean to say is that, if this measure leads to a further dwind- 
ling down of the funds then better not pass it. With these few words, 
I beg to oppose the proposed change in the Regulations and move my 
amendment. 

Mr. Q*. M. Young: Sir, I think I should perhaps give an account of 
how section 99A, which it is proposed to amend, came into being. 
Originally under the Cantonments Act, 1910, Government had the power 
by notification to exempt not only persons, but also j)roperty, and not 
only liu' property of the Secretary of State. This provision followed that 
of the various Municipal Acts. I may cite, lor instance, section 71(2) 
of the Punjab Municipal Act which rims as follows : 

“The Local (iovernment may by order exempt in wliole Or iti part from the pay- 
ment of any such tax any person or class of persons or any property or desciription 
of property.’* 

That is how the situalion stood before the enactment of the Cantonments 
Act, 1924. When that Act w’as passed, for some reason, probably over- 
sight, no power of exemption w^as reproduced, either of persons or of 
property. Very shortly after this Act had been passed this defect in 
its provisions became apparent. Accordingly an. amendment Act was 
passed in 1926, wdiich inserted the existing section 99A. Section 99A 
runs thus : 

“The Local Government may by notification in the local official Gazette exempt 
either wholly or in part from the operation of any tax proposed under this Act any 
person or class of persons or any property or goods or class of property or goods 
belonging to the Secretary of State for India in Council. “ 

It is not clear why opportunity was not taken to restore the provisions 
of the old Cantonment Act as they stood, and incidentally to keep tlie 
Act in harmony with provincial Municipal Acts in this respect. It may 
havu been due simj)ly to the fact that it was the necessity of exempting 
Government military goods from octroi that led to the amending Act, 
or it may h«ave been that at the time of passing the Act it was thought 
that the exemption of any person or class of persons would be siifficiont to 
cover exemption of property owned by those persons or class of persons, 
and that the only reason for bringing in goods which were the property 
of the, Secretary of State in Council was the doubtful propriety of regard- 
ing the Secretary of State for India in Council as a “person'" within the 
meaning of the sectrion. How^ever that may be, Government are infornu'd 
by their draftsmen that, as the section now stands, it is impossible to exempt 
any propf.rty or goods other than those belonging to the Secretary of 
State for India in Council. Now, the object of the amendment moved 
by Government is not to open the door to exemption on a large scale 
and thereby, as my Honourable friend suggested, reduce the income of Can- 
tonment Boards. The object is simply, to provide means of relieving 
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individual cases of hardship. Cases npght S^uite easily arise er& 
exemption from some tax in respect of goods or property was required. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan) : Give us an example. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Supposing, for instance, there was in a cantomiienij 
a private hospital which was doing good work, and it was desirable to 
exempt medical stores belonging to that hospital, which was not a Govern- 
ment institution, from octroi tax; the Cantonment Board might desire to 
do that. And 1 should like to point out further that this is not an indis- 
criminate power that we are asking for. In the first place, the cantonment 
authority will itself be disinclined to grant a largo number of exemptions, 
because it will thereby reduce its own income. In the second place, the 
Jiocal Government, to whom the cantonment authority has to make the 
recommendation, will not have any desire to grant a large number of 
exemptions because, although such action would not affect its own nocket 
directly, it might lead the way to, or form a precedent for, similar exemp- 
tions in municipalities, and thereby reduce the income of its local self- 
governing institutions. In rlie third place, tlie Government of India are 
not in the least interested in granting a large number of exemptions, 
because when there is any deficiency in the income of the Cantonment 
Board, that deficiency has to be niadci good from the Army Estimates. 
So that all the parties concerned are interested, and rightly interested, in 
maintaining tlic revenues of the Cantonment Boards, so as to liavo as 
much money as is available for the purposes which my Honourable friend 
mentioned. This is, as I said, simply a proposal to give power of exemp- 
tion in cases of individual hardsliip, and not- to confine this particular kind 
of exemption to goods which belong to the Secretary of State. As I have 
pointed out, tlie power of exempting persons already exists. This is 
simply following the same analogy in respect of goods, going back to the 
original state of affairs in cimtonrnents, and following what is the present 
state of affairs in municipalities. T trust that, ^ after what T have said, 
niv Honourable friend will be prepared to accept this explanation and with- 
draw his amendment. 

Rai Sahab Pandit Hari Das: Sir, I have listened with great interest 
to the explanation which has been furnished by my TTonoiirable friend the 
Army Secretary. There is a good deal of force in his explanation. But 
what troubles me is that, in the absence of definite instructions to ihose 
who administer these laws, these wishes may be mere pious wishes ana 
the discretion that we are now giving them might be used in an indis- 
criminate way. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member has no right 
of reply. 

Rai Sahib Pandit Hari Das: Sir. I was just going to beg the leave of 
the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That clause 6 stand part of the Bill.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 6 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 
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Mr. jagan Kath AggafWa^* (Jullundur Division: Non-Muhammadan): 
Sir, I beg to move : 

‘*That in clause 7 for the words *or a sergeant’ the words *or an Inspector’ be 
substituted.” 

Sir, this clause seeks to amend section 236 of the Cantonment Act, 
1924, which reads as follows: 

”1. Whoever in a cantonment loiters for the purpose of prostitution . . . shall be 
punished, etc., etc. 

2. No prosecution for an offence under this section shall be instituted except on 
the complaint of the person importuned, or of a military officer . . . or of a police 
officer not below the ra.ik of a Sub-Inspector, etc., etc.” 

After the w’ord “sub-inspector*' the clause seeks to add the w'ords “or 
a sergeant”. Now, Sir, 1 originally proposed an amendment to the effecl 
that, instead of the words “or a sergeant” the words “or inspector” sh )ul(l 
be substituted. I will explain to you my reasons for the amendment, aiivl 
the subsequent change w'hich I submit with your leave may be permitted 
in this amendment. The House will notice that this is one of tliose 
sexual offences in which it is very easy to make a charge and equally 
difficult, perhaps more difficult, to disprove it. The word of one person 
weighs against the word of another. In such cases it should be jealous); 
guarded that no one is permitted to make any accusation on frivolous 
grounds. Now, it was with that idea in my mind that I objected to tla* 
institution of these complaints by any person below the rank of a suh- 
inspector. T thought that we would be making it open to any havild'u* 
employed in the Cantonment, whose action in this matter cannot be subjeci 
to scrutiny, to make a complaint, and that it would lead to very frivolous 
complaints. In that view I proposed that the institution of these com- 
plaints should be by persons of the class of a sub-inspector or inspector. 
Since then T am told that my object would hardly be achieved by moving 
the amendment of which T had first given notice, because T am told th:it 
in some places these sergeants are above the rank of sub-inspectors. H-i 
what I intended by having the word “inspector** is served by having tlu' 
word “sergeant”, because there is no uniformity in the nomenclature of 
the police in the various cantonments all over British India. Therefore, 
it was thought desirable to have a formula which will serve the same object 
and which ensures that persons who institute these complaints or who are 
authorised to institute those complaints should bo responsible persons. With 
that end in view, with your permission, I have drafted an amendment 
which reads like this: 

“That at the end of clause 7 the following be added, namely : 

‘and after the words “Officer Commanding the station” where they occur tlio 
second time, the words “with the concurrence of the District Magistrate*’ 
shall be added’.” 

In other words, the position comes to this, that the initiation of these 
complaints would be left to police officers not below the rank of a snl - 
inspector or a sergeant but they shall be authorised bv the Officer Com- 
manding with the concurrence of the District Magistrate. The eivi' 
authorities as represented bv the District Magistrate would have some 
sav in the appointment of these sergeants or sub-inspectors who will he 
authorised to institute these complaints, and T submit that mv object will 
be achieved by having the concurrence of the District Magistrate to the 
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appointment, so that he would not be an ordinary sergeant but would be 
some person whom the Officer Commanding will approve and who shall 
bo appointed with the concurrence of the District Magistrate. I submit 
that this amendment will achieve the purpose I have in view. I move the 
jiinendment. 

Mr. a. M. Young: On behalf of the Government I am quite prepared 
to accept this amendment. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That at the end of clause 7 the following be added, namely : 

‘and after the words “Officer Commanding the station” whore they occur the 
second time, the words “with the concurrence of the District Magistrate” 
shall be added*.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That clause 7, as amended, stand part of the Bill.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 7, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Clause 8. 

Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Clause 8 of the Bill adds a section, 286A, 
to the Cantonments Act, which says: 

“The Cantonment Authority may empower any of its officers to exercise or perform 
all or any of such powers or duties of an Executive Officer under tliis Act as the 
Governor General in Council may, by notification in the Gazetjte of India, specify in 
this behalf.” 

From the Statement of Objects and Beasons we understand that in small 
cantonments there is sometimes one Executive Officer doing duty in in »ro 
than one cantonment, and they say it is inconvenient to have an Exeeu> 
live Officer coming to a cantonment after the lapse of some weeks or 
months, and therefore the need has beijii felt that in these small can- 
tonments the other officers in the cantonineTits slioukl be authorised to 
carry out the duties of an Executive Officer. The object of my amendment 
is that not only tlic officers employed by the Cantonment Authority should 
be enabled to do- these duties, but any member of the lioard may be 
authorised to perforin these functions of an Executive Officer. My point 
is this. The officers of the Cantonment Board sometimes may be persons 
in very ordinary positions, who will not be able to realise their responsi- 
bility to- an elected Board, and it will bo just as well to authorise the 
niembcrs of the Board to carry out these duties. I therefore move the 
amendment which runs as follows: 

“That ill clause 8 before the word ‘officers* the words ‘members or* be inserted, and 
after the word ‘perform* the words ‘in the absence of the Executive Officer from the 
Gantonment* be inserted.” 

Mr. O. M. Young: I am willing to accept the amendment proposed by 
niy Honourable friend, with one small addition later in the clause. The 
amendment which he has proposed has brouglit to notice the fact that there 
is nothing in the clause itself which indicates that these duties are only 
to be delegated in the absence of the executive officer from the cantonment. 
The Statement of Objects and Beasons itself shows exactly what was re- 
quired by this amendment, but as has been pointed out to me, once the 

B 
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Bill has become law, the Statement of Objects and Reasons goes, so to 
speak, into the blue, and those who administer the law do not know any- 
thing about it. It would be clearly undesirable, I think, to use these powers 
of delegation while the executive officers are in the cantonment, that is to 
say, to empower the cantonment authority to entrust to persons who are 
officers of the cantonment authority or members of the Cantonment Board 
the powers which arc rightly now performed by the executive officers! 
Therefore 1 would be prepared, on behalf of the Government, to accept an 
amendment that ran as follows: 

“That in clause 8 before the word ‘officers* the words ‘members or’ be inserted nrul 
;)ftcr the word ‘perform’ the words ‘in the absence of the Executive Officer from Ilje 
Caiitoinnent’ be inserted. ’* 

Lala Jagan Nath Aggarwal : I think that is what the real intention of 
my amendment is. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“I’liat ill clause 8 before the word ‘officers’ the words ‘members or’ be inserted mid 
after the word ‘perform’ the words ‘in the absence of the Executive Officer from the 
Cantonment’ bo inserted.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : Thc3 question is : 

“Tliat clause 8, as amended, stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 8,. as amended, was added to tlie Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The ^I’iile and the rroamblc were added to the Bill. 

Mr. a. M. Young: Sir, 1 move that the Bill, as amended, be passed. 

Tlie motion was cadopted. 

THJ^l INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G, M, Young (Army Secretary): Sir, I move that the Bill furthe*^ 
to amend the Indian Territorial Force Act, 1920, for a certain 
' purpose, be taken into consideration. The object of this Bill is 

to regularise extra voluntary training. Selected personnel, officers and 
non-commissioned officc^rs are permitted to perform voluntary training in 
addition to the compulsory training prescribed by law; but there is no 
provision iii the Act which regularises such training; and as a consequence, 
such persons, porfonniug such training, do not come under the Indian 
Army Act, and it is doubtful whether they can legally be paid. The train- 
ing has boon going on for several years and no difficulty has arisen actuad.x . 
but the fact remains that there is a defect in the law which this Bill seeks 
to cure. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 
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Mr. O. M. Young: Sir, I move that the IVill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE AUXILIARY FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. O, M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, I move that the Bill further 
0 amend the Auxiliary Force Act, 1922, for a certain purpose, be taken 
nio consideration. This Bill also seeks to cure a small defect in the 
i\v as it now stands. Tlie Act does not entitle the Governor (Jenoral 
n Council to make regulations prescribhig the pay and allowances of all 
xTsons enrolled under the Act, but only of those who are liable to pca l'onu 
iiilitary service. Alembers of the force who are between the ages of 10 and 
[8 years are not liable to perforin militai’y service; they are liable to perform 
iiilltary training. The result is that, when they come to camp, no allow- 
iiicos are payable to them. This is a purely unintentional circumstance 
n the wording of the Act, and, as a matter of fact, during past years 
illowances have been regularly paid to these persons. The error was dis- 
;;nv(*red in audit, and Oovernment now have to ask this House to make 
1 k‘ necessary amendment to the Act. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE VIZACtAPATAM PORT BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill to make special provision for the admi- 
nistration of the port of Vizagapatarn bo taken into consideration. This 
nioasure is a very simjile one. It proposes to transfer from the Local 
Covornment to the Government of Indi-i, with certain exceptions, all the 
powers vested in the Local Government at present under the Indian Ports 
Ad, and the Madras Outports Landing and Shipping Fees Act. When it 
was decided some five years ago to undertake the construction of a new 
Port at Vizagapatarn, Vizagapatarn was declared to be a major port. 

then the posH.ion has been that the legal powers of administration 
wore vested in the TiOcal Government, who acted merely as the agents of 
ilio Government of India. Verv much the same legal position exists in 
ilie case of five otlier major ports, Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Karachi 
^nd Rangoon. But there is this difference, that whereas these great ports 
iiave their Port Trusts to whom in very large measure the administration 
of the port is committed, at Vizagapatarn there is no Port Trust, and indeed 
on the scale on which the port existed prior to the commencement of 
^■instruction of the new" harbour^ it would not have Been possible, T think. 
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to constitute a Port Trust. For the last four or five years we have been 
able to carry on without too much difficulty with the system I have des- 
cribed, that is the legal powers in the hands of the Local Government, 
and the ultimate control in the hands of the Government of India, but 
I do not think it will bc‘. possible to carry on in that way much longer, for 
the construction of the harbour has now reached an advanced stage. It 
was opened last November to lighter traffic, and it is expected that ocean- 
going steamers will be able to enter the harbour towards the end of 1932. 
As a result of these big changes, there will be a good deal to do in the way 
of intrcxlucing revised shipping charges under the Landing and Shipping 
Fees Act, and a good deaJ of rule-making to undertake. It does not seem 
possible or desirable that this should nominally be done by the Local Gov- 
ernment, who are merely acting as the agents of the Government of India, 
and it was, therefore, thought desirable that at this stage these powers 
should be transferred to the Government of India. At the same time, it 
was decided that we had belter not attempt to meddle at present with 
ihe port health powers, because the general question how port quarantine 
and port health generally is to be administered is still under consideration. 
We found it was not likely that leaving these powers to the Local Govern- 
ment would cause any practical inconvenience, but all the other powers are 
being transferred to the Government of India. I think, that, Sir, is suffi- 
cient to explain to the House what the provisions of the Bill are. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Gan jam cum Vizagapatam: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): Sir, coming as 1 do from Vizagapatam, it gives me great pleasure 
to welcome this Bill, not because it is going to give us anything more 
at present than the mere transfer of the powers of the Local Government 
to the Government of India, but T see in tin’s Bill the hope that the scheme 
for the development of the Vizagapatam port is at last nearing comple- 
tion. This port of Vizagapatam, Sir, though situated in the province 
of Madr.as, is, by its position on the coast, intended to serve the needs of 
more than one provincial area, inasmuch as the opening of the Viziana- 
gram-Raipiir Railway will directly connect the Central Provinces with 
this port, and those areas which are now inhabited mostly by the Oriyn 
people on the borders of the Madras Presidency will also receive th(' 
benefits arising out of this development. Therefore, Sir, I feel that 
control and administration of this port should, without further delay, he 
entirely vested in the Government of India, inasmuch as the port is to 
serve more than one provincial area. 

Sir, in this connection I must say that it is a long time since the develop- 
ment of this port has been taken on hand, and the Vizianagram-Raipur 
Railway, which is to op<‘n up tracts of land in the Central Provinces, 
is not yet completed. Neither is the Vizagapatam Harbour, which is a 
main feature of this development, completed. We are told, Sir, that 
the construction of this harbour will have sufficiently advanced before the 
close of the next year so as to allow ocean-going steamers to enter the 
harbour. Sir, so long ago as 1024, in answer to my father in this House, 
Sir Charles Tnnes, the then Commerce Member, while admitting that 
there had been considerable delay even then with regard to the develop- 
ment of this port, assured him that rapid progress would be made. Seven 
years have since elapsed, and neither the railway nor the harbour is 
completed. T hope the Government of India will be pleased to take such 
early steps as are necessary to complete the construction at an early date, 
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Just one word more, Sir, and I have done. The Honourable the Com- 
merce Member says that there can be no Port Trust for the present. 
I hope that if these harbour works are completed as early as possible, 
the Honourable the Commerce Member will see his way to create a Port 
Trust with adequate Indian rcprescmtation to safeguard the interests of 
the people living there. 

Mr. S. 0. Shahani (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, I think the 
installation of Loud Speakers would be a groat improvement. 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Rainy: Sir, my friend expressed regret, — 
and I must try to prove myself a loud speaker if we have none at present — 
that we had not finished the harbour at Vizagapatam as rapidly as we had 
hoped. I hope he will take this Bill as a harbinger of the dawn, for if wo 
di(t not think that the time of opening was approaching, we should not 
have taken the trouble to transfer the powers. 

Then another point to which he referred was about a Port Trust in 
Vizagapatam. I do not think he quite understood what I said on that 
subject. What I said was this, ihat on the scale on which the Port of 
Vizagapatam existed before we began construction, that at that time I 
did not think it would have been possible to constitute a Port Trust. 
But undoubtedly what we aim at, as soon as the new port is completed, 
will be the constitution of a Port Trust. Only T think it will be desir- 
able that the construction should be completed first and that we should 
be in a position to hand over the port to the . future Trust as a going 
concern. There would be some difficulty, I think/ in making the transfer 
until then, but undoubtedly what we shall aim at is the constitution of 
a regular Port Trust. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the Bill to make special provision for the administration of the port of 
Vizagapatam taken into consideration.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN NAVAL ARMAMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. O, M. Young (Army Secretary) : Sir, I move that the Bill to give 
effect in British India to the Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction 
of Naval Armament be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the first international treaty for the limitation of naval armaments 
was signed at Washington in 1022. India was a party to that treaty, 
and so, in due course, the Indian Naval Armament Act of 1923 was passed 
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by the Indian Legislature to give effect to it so far as India was concerned. 
In 1930 a second treaty for the limitation of naval armaments was signed 
in London. India was a party also to that treaty, and it now becomes 
necessary to give effect to its provisions by law in India. 

The object of this l-iill is to effect that, by amendment of the Indian 
Naval Armament Act of 1923. 1 do not think, Sir, that I need dilate 
upon the actual provisions of the Bill. They do not affect India at present, 
for we have no vessels that exceed the limits proposed by this Bill; it is, 
Jiowever, necessary for India, as a party to the treaty, to give legal effect 
to its provisions. 

Sir, T move. 

Mr, B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, the provisions 
of this Bill which is supposed to give effect to the limitation and reduction 
of naval armaments were settled by the League of Nations at 0(‘neva. 
My Honourable friend Mr. Young said that India was a party to it. I 
wish to record the protest of India, as represented by this side of the 
House, that India has never been any party, though the Government of 
India had been represented at the League of Nations, to any such pro- 
posal, because those gentlemen who represented India at the League of 
Nations have not been permitted by the Government of India and the 
British Government to represent the view point of India. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : This is not the League of 
Nations. This is the London Conference. 

Mr. B. Das: It may be the London Conference, but it is all the 
same as it met at the instjuice of the League of Nations. But what 1 
wanted to draw my Honourable friend Mr. Moore’s special attention to, 
because he controls the best press in India, is that if the European nations 
to-day arc thinking of reduction of armaments, I ask, does India get a 
chance to speak out its mind? The Indian delegates — 1 do not care who 
they are, they may be even ex-Executive Councillors — represent the Gov- 
ernment on the Treasury Benches, and do not represent the views of the 
people of India. India is suffering under a heavy burden of army expendi- 
ture. I want to record that protest. I do not want, and this is not the 
time, to discuss the point that India is suffering from heavy defence 
charges, because probably there will be another Bound Table Conference' 
soon in India, where we will discuss these things and where we will say 
what is the limit of money that India is prepared to spend on defence. 
If the League of Nations can sit in arbitration, why should not the League 
of Nations bo asked to decide the total amount of expenditure that India 
should spend on its defence? To-day we spend 55 crores of rupees; it is 
nearly 40 per cent, of the total amount that is at the disposal of my 
Honourable friend Sir George Schuster. T feel that India cannot afford 
such heavy expenditure. I have heard it stated at Geneva, when I was 
a visitor there, that India is mistrusted by the other European nations 
because India is considered as the handmaid of England, and whatever 
England orders the Indian delegates cast their votes accordingly. I hope 
the day will come when the representatives of the Government of Indin 
wiU speak out their honest mind about the defence of India, but I think 
the time is coming very shortly when we shall have to go into it i^^ 
detail. (An Honourable Member it coming soon?”) It is not 
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coming? I hope it is coming, but whatever Bill my Honourable friend 
Mr. Young may bring forward he should not take it that India was a party 
to this agreement. As long as you do not reduce the expenditure on the 
defence of India from Bs. 55 crores to the limit of Bs. 25 crores, till then 
you cannot have consent from this side of the House. We have to agree 
to it because we liave no otlier alternative. 

Mr, Arthur Moore: I quite sympathise with Mr. Das's point about the 
j-epresentation. 1 quite ilgree, and I think His Excellency the Viceroy in 
a speech in Simla himself drew attention to the fact that, although India 
was represented at the League of Nations, and although every care was 
taken to see that the representatives were able to speak and to adopt a 
line which would receive support in India, still the fact did romafh that 
the selection of those representatives did not lie in India but ultimately 
rested with the Secretary of State. That is a perfectly good point, but 

I would remind Mr. Das that what we are discussing is the navy and 

naval armaments, and this is a Bill which is being passed to bring India 
into line with an agreement to reduce naval armaments. But so far 
as India is concerned, it is not applicable at all, first of all, because this 
House has refused to create an Indian navy 

Mr. B. Das: All the same it exists. 

Mr, Arthur Moore: and secondly, because India does not con- 

Ijibute to the upkeep of the Britisli Navy. Therefore, I think that Mr. 
L>as's protest is, in this particular instance, singularly beside the point. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
j!i!idan): I had not intended to intervene in this debate, but I find that 

II sy Honourable friend JMr. Moore is going entirely off the track in this 
u latter. Any student of constitutional law kno.ws that with the Besolu- 
tioii passed at the W'ar Conference of 1917, India wag admitted to the 
Imperial Conference, and when the Imperial Conference of 1918 ratified 
India's permanent admission to the Imperial Conference, India became an. 
international State and it was in consequence of that position that India 
was called upon to sign the Treaty of Versailles. hi 1920, when the 
League of Nations wag started, it was under the Covenant of the League 
of Nations that only self-governing countries were entitled to be its mem- 
bers. and India became its original member. That international status, 
ndiich India acquired in consequence of the Besolution passed at the War 
■''onferonce of 1017, ratified in the Tmjicrial Conference of 1918 and given 
effect to in the League of Nations in 1920, placed India exactly in the 
same position as other self-governing Dominions of the British Common- 
v. ejdth, and it is in consequence of that international status which India 
eehieved, that she was invited to be a signatory to thig London Naval 
l^^ct. That being the position, what we on this side of the House have 
lieen complaining of, and that complaint has been reiterated ever since the 
inauguration of the Tjegislative Assembly in 1921, is that if India is to 
have an effective representation in international conferences, the people 

this country must be consulted. And who are the people of this 
c'.untry H^xcept the representatives of the country in this House? That, 
i^ir, has been the grievance of the people of India. , That has been the 
grievance of three Assemblies, and I am sure it is the grievance of this 



526 


ttlGISLAtlVE ASSEMBLV./ 


[2nd Feb. 1931. 


[Sir Hari Singh Gour.] 

Assembly as well. That is what Mr. Das has been trying to bring to the 
notice of the occupants of the Treasury Benches. They select their men 
to go to the League of Nations to sign a treaty in London and go to the 
Conference in Washington and elsewhere, but they are not our representa- 
lives. They are not tlic true representatives of this House. So far us 
the other self-governing Dominions are concerned, they are represented by 
their Prime Ministers and other Ministers of the Crown. So far as India 
is concerned, we are not treated on the same footing as the other self- 
governing Dominions. That, 1 think, is the position which this House 
takes in respect of its represent ation in international conferences, and it is 
that protest which we on this side of the House wish emphatically to 
lodge before this Bill becomes law. We have no grievance against this 
law at all. As tlie Honourable Mr. Young pointed out, the signature to 
this treaty and our enactment of this measure is purely a formal matter. 
We have not got ships of that tonnage and consequently we lose nothing 
by signing this treaty, but that is not the point. The point is this. A 
treaty has been made by a representative who is not the accredited repre- 
sentative of this Indian Parliament and in matters of international confer- 
ences, it is the representatives of this House wlio should icpresent India, 
.:n the same way as the representatives of the self-governing Dominions 
arc the representatives of their respective Parliaments. That, Sir, is 
our grievance, an4 that is the grievance to wdiich my Honourable friend 
Mr. B. Das has given expression, and I think he has done a public service 
in informing the occupants of the Treasury Benches and the House gen- 
erally how dissatisfied we are with the representation of India, not only 
in the League of Nations but in the Imperial Conference and in all inter- 
national conferences, in which all the members of the British Common- 
•wealth are invited to take part. 

Mr, N. R. Gunjal (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I oppose this Bill. 

Mr. 0. M. Young*. With reference to what has fallen from my Honour- 
able friend Sir Hari Singh Gour, so far as 1 am aware, the representa- 
tives of the various nations at these treaties and conferences w^ere not the 
representatives of their Parliaments but the representatives of their Gov- 
ernments. So far as India itself is concerned, India's representative at 
the first of these treaties was the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri, and, 
at the second. Sir Atul Chatterjee, the High Commissioner for India. I 
cannot sec what objection could be taken to cither of these two geiitienien 
representing the Government of India on those occasions. 

Mr. Frosident: The question is; 

^ ^dl to give effect in British India to the Treaty for the Limitation and 

Henuction of Navtal Armament he taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Xr. O. M. yduQg: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 
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Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 
Sir, at this late stage when the Bill is about to be passed, I have one observa- 
tion to make in order to clear up the position which apparently seems to 
be a little clouded. Speaking of India’s representation, the Government 
bas named Sir Atul Chatterjee. Jlut, the complaint of niy Honourable 
friends Sir ilari Singh Gour and ^fr. B. Das is that India is really not 
rrpresented. Those who happen at the present moment to govern this ancient 
land very unjustly proclaim before the world that India is represented, 
while the fact remains that the alien Government sends its nominee, and 
that is what Sir Hari Singh, in his forcible speech, wanted to bring home 
to the Official Benches. It was unnecessarv for Sir Hari Singh Gour and 
Mr. Das to do so, because the Government w'ant to shut their eyes to the 
real facts and try to justify themselves before the world. It suits the 
Treasury Benches to keep up the appearance and show' to the wwld that 
India is represented, while they know in their heart of hearts that it is 
not India but British Imperialism that is represented there. No English- 
man, if he is really honest and if he is really truthful, should take shelter 
under this cloak. That is my criticism on the observations made by the 
Official Benches. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : There is one point which I should like to make in reply to nay 
Honourable friend, and that is to point out that it is not British India 
which is a member of the League of Nations but India. ^lliat being so, it 
is clear that only the Crow’ii can appoint the represontatives of India. 1 
Ihink it is w'oll to remember that, because it is somotimos forgotten, but 
iny Honourable friends oiiposile may rest assured ihat w'c understand what 
their point is. All it amounts to is this — that they w'ant the Government 
of India to be responsible to the Legislature. That is a demand of which 
even the Government of India have heard in the last few' months. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

‘‘That the Bill to give effect in British India to the Treaty for the Limitation and 
Beduciion of Naval Arinainent l)c passeit” 

The motion w’as adopted. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDAIEXT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Moml)er) : Sir, I beg 
tc move that the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, 
for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration. T Ihink the object 
of this Bill is very clearly explained in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, and perhaps the 'best thing I can do is to read from that State- 
ment : 

“Under snh -section (f)(p) of section 58 C of the Indian Income-tax Act (XI of 
1922), a private provident fund must he M'sted in two nr more trustees. It appears 
desirahle to amend the Act so as to enahle I he Official Tni.stce to he appointed sole 
Trustee of tlic fund, should those concerned desire to appoint him.” 



528 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY., 


[2nd Feb. 19F1. 


,[Sir George Schuster.] 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I move that the Bill be 
passed. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

"That the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for a certain 
purpose, be passed." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, tho 
3rd February, 1931. 




^LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 3rd February, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEB SWOEN: 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Kt., C.S.I., M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Official)* 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Examinations open to Accountants. 

281. *Mr. D. S. Lahiri Ohaudhury: (a) Is it a fact that candidates 
who hold substantive posts in the Accounts Service under the Govern- 
ment are allowed to sit for the Subordinate Accounts Service Examination 
till the age of 30? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether men having the requisite educational qualifica- 
tions will be allowed' to sit for the examination for all the higher divisions 
that will be held by the Public Service Commission in the near future? If 
not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) No age limit is prescribed for 
candidates appearing for the Subordinate Accounts Service Examination, 
admission to which is confined to men already employed in Accounts 
offices, who have put in some years of service. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Reduction op Staff of the Office of the Director General of Posts 

AND Telegraphs. 

282. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the article “Retrenchment” on page 83 of the Indian Post of 
September 1930? 

(b) Is it a fact that a copy of the Memo. No. 10-E.B.S./30, dated the 
8th September 1930 issued by the Director General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs was furnished to the Union? 

(c) Will Government please state whether the sense of the passage 
“A contented and loyal staff is a most valuable asset, etc.” in that Memo. 

' was what was actually desired by the Director General in regard to the 
whole staff of the Department, including the Director General's own office? 

(d) If so, will Government be pleased to say whether in respect of 
bis own office the Director General has made a drastic reduction of staff 
without reducing the work with the result : 

(1) that due to that drastic reduction effected already on the recom- 
mendation of Rai Bahadur J. P. Ganguly the staff of some 
of the Branches of the Director General’s office are over- 
worked to the extreme; 

( 631 ) 
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(2) that the staff is, therefore, unable to cope with the work demand- 

ed from them at the present rate ; 

(3) that du^ to excessive labour to which they were subjected some 

of the assistants of that office fell seriously ill and met pre- 
mature deaths; and 

(4) that thus working under various disabilities a few senior assist* 

ants of that office have taken pension early and a few others 
have applied for pension? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (b) and (ic). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(d) Government are satisfied the reductions made in the establishment 
were justified, and have no reason whatever to believe that they caused 
any serious consequences to the health of the staff, or led to premature 
retirement in the manner suggested. 

Refusal of Holidays and Leave to the Staff of the Office of the 
Dibeotob Oenebal of Posts and Telegbaphs. 

283. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that due to the reduction of 
staff of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs without 
reduction of work, as was admitted by Government in reply to part (h) 
of starred question No. 809 in this Assembly on the 18th July 1930, the 
staff of that office is being compelled to work very hard and extra hours 
in season and out of season and : 

(1) that ordinarily principal holidays are denied to them by office 

orders to that effect; 

(2) that privilege leave when it falls due is not granted even if they 

fall ill and not without production of a medical certificate 
from the Civil Surgeon; 

(3) that a certificate from the registered medical practitioners if sub- 

mitted by the staff is not accepted and counter-signature on 
it from the Civil Surgeon is insisted upon invariably in every 
case; and 

(4) that in cases of leave granted on medical certificates the clerks 

concerned arc served with notices afterwards to join office 
earlier? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to say in this connection : 

(1) in how many Branches of the Director Generars office were the 

staff altogether denied leave even on closed days during the 
last Christmas holidays by an Office Order and what are those 
Branches; 

(2) whether that Office Order was prepared by the Chief Superin- 

tendent of the office or by any officer on his own responsibi- 
lity; 

(8) whether that Office Order was approved by the Director General 
himself, if not, 

(4) who among^ the officers of that office took upon himself the 
responsibility and on whose recommendation, and 

(6) whether any officer finally approved that Office Order without 
taking the Director General’s approval? If so, who? 
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(i0) :ls it a fact tbat a clerk of that office, working under the Chief- 
Engineer, having suddenly fallen ill this month, has applied for leave sup- 
ported by a certificate from the Civil Surgeon, and has been proposed to be 
called upon to explain why he should not be punished? 

Mr. E. A. Sams: (a) No. 

(1) No. 

(2) and (3). The facts are not as stated by the Honourable Member. 

(4) No. 

(h) (1) None. 

(2) to (6). Do not arise in view of reply to (b) (1). 

(c) An explanation has been called for from the Assistant concerned 
for leaving heavy arrears in his work, but not for going on leave. 

Increase op Work in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

284. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware of the fact that the 
work of the Posts and Telegraphs Department has grown to a great extent 
on account of the introduction of the Air Mail Service greeting telegrams 
and owing to some other activities? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state serially, from the begin- 
ning of 1928, the various new measures adopted and steps taken with a 
view to improve the financial condition, referring to the Director General’s 
circulars announcing the introduction of such measures, etc.? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

‘‘Character Sheets” maintained in Govip^mikt Ciufis. 

285. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to say 
whether in any of the offices of the Government pf India and their attach- 
ed offices there is a system of maintaining a document called “Character 
Sheet” showing confidential reports in respect of each individual of the 
non-gazetted establishments? 

(b) If so, what are the names of those offices and what is the procedure 
adopted in maintaining those documents and particularly what is recorded 
in them? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) and (b). A record of the work 
and character of the ministerial establishment is maintained in most of 
the Departments of the Government of India Secretariat. These are sub- 
mitted periodically to a superior officer of the Department, who records 
his opinion. His remarks are shown to the official concerned. 

Leave Rules for Subordinate Estapijffment in tbe Gcvippmtnt of 

India Offices. 

286. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to say: 

(1) whether the certificates given by a registered medical practi- 
.* tioner in respect of subordinate establishment in the Govern- 
ment of India offices are accepted as valid in granting leave; 

(2) whether counter-signature from the Civil Surgeon is or is noli 

required on that certificate; 
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\ (8) how mafiy months* leave is granted to the said staff on the 

certificate of a registered , medical practitioner^ if counW- 
signature from the Civil Surgeon is not required; and 

(4) in case if counter-signature from the Civil Surgeon is required, 
how many months’ leave is granted? 

(6) Will Government be ple^’sed to lay on the table the rules govern- 
ing the grant of privilege leave in the ordinary course and on medical 
certificates and say particularly whether in the Secretariat and attached 
offices of the Government of India privilege leave is granted to the sub- 
ordinate staff generally on medical certificate? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: On the assumption that the 
Honourable Member’s question relates to the subordinate establishment of 
the Government of India whose pay is debitable to civil estimates the 
reply is as follows: 

{a) (1) Yes. 

(2) Such counter-signature is not normally required, but it is open 

to the authority competent to sanction leave to secure a 
second medical opinion from an Agency or a Civil Surgeon if 
it so desires. 

(3) and (4). The Honourable Member is apparently inquiring regard- 

ing leave on average pay. Under the proviso to Fundamental 
Eule 81 (b) (ii), a maximum of 8 months’ leave on average 
pay, if due, may be granted at any one time, on production 
of a medical certificate, The counter-signature by an Agency 
or a Civil Surgeon of the medical certificate does not affect 
the period of leave. 

(b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to sections I — ^IV 
of chapter X of Part IV of the Fundamental Eules, a copy 
of which I place on the table, t Departments of the Govern- 
ment of India grant leave on average pay freely without 
medical certificates during seasons of the year when there is 
no great pressure of work. For reasons which the Honourable 
Member will appreciate, they cannot in general spare their 
staff during the latter part of the Delhi season, except in 
cases of genuine sickness. 

AttiBOATIONS BEOABDING PROSECUTION OF THE OFFICIALS OF THE BhAG YAKUL 

Post Officb. 

287. *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to an article published in the October 1930 issue of Labour 
under the caption of “A Glimpse into the Postal Administration”? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether any enquiries have 
been made about the serious allegations that were made therein against 
the mode of investigation of Mr. I. B. Sen, the investigating Inspector? 

(ic) Is it a fact that in the Bhagyakul (Dacca) insured loss case, officials 
of the Bhagyakul (Pacca) Post Office were prosecuted and at last 
acquitted after prolonged trial? 


t The copy of the rules was placed in the Library of the House. 
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(d) Will Government be pleased to state why the matter was not 
investigated by the Divisional Superintendent? 

(e) Did the Superintendent instruct the police of Tarpassa to search 
the mad cabin of the steamer? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. I. B. Sen requested Mr. Lalit to depose on 
the lines suggested by him, which he did not comply with and as a result 
li'e was dismissed? 

(g) Are Government prepared to consider the question of paying com- 
f)ensation to the poor officials who were prosecuted and acquitted and of re- 
instating Mr, Lalit? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d). The case against three officials was first enquired into by 
the Divisional Superintendent; subsequently an investigation was carried 
out by the police. As a result, these three officials were prosecuted in the 
Magistrate s Court. Of the three, the Magistrate acquitted two and com- 
mitted one to the Court of Sessions where he was acquitted. 

(e) Government have no information. 

CO No. 

Cg) No. 

Clerical Appointments in the Post Office. 

288. *Mr. S« C. Mltra: (a) Will Government be pleased to submit a 
statement showing the number of candidates for clerical appointments 
recruited in the Calcutta General Post Office and the Alipore and Howrah 
Post Offices, who are still on the waiting list? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state as to how many vacancies 
existed in those post offices up to December, 1930? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state further as to why, in spite 
of vacancies, the candidates were not confirmed in those posts and did 
the Postmaster General, Bengal and Assam Circle, demand any explana- 
tion from the Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta, or Postmasters, Alipore 
and Howrah, for not providing these candidates with appointments within 
six months of the completion of their training? 

(d) Is it a fact that Government contemplate filling up those vacancies 
by Lower Division clerks, who will be recruited from the rank of postmen 
and discharge those candidates who have been recruited for clerical 
appointments? 

(e) If so, will Government be pleased to state why they will discharge 
the men who served the Department for years? 

(/) What do Government propose to do in their case in future? 

Mr. H. A. Sama: The information is being collected and will be 
communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Appointment of Head Clerks to the Savings Bank Dfpaetmint of 
THE Calcutta General Post Office. 

289. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the work of the Savings Bank Department is simflar in all post 
offices in India? 
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(b) Is it a fact that there are four Head Clerks on selection grade pay 
in the Savings Bank pepartment of the Bombay General Post Office 
where there are 17 clerks, and there are only two Head Clerks on selection 
grade pay in the Savings Bank Department of the Calcutta General Post 
Office where there are 28 clerks? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state the cause of such 
difference in these two offices? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. G. V. Bewoor in his report on Time Test has 
recommended six supervisors for the Savings Bank D'epartment of the 
Calcutta General Post Office? 

(e) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to 
increase the number of selection grade Head Clerks of the Savings Bank 
Department of the Calcutta General Post Office? If not, why not? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) In the Bombay General Post Office there are four Head Clerks in 
the Selection Grade and 21 time-scale clerks. The position in the Calcutta 
General Post Office is as stated by the Honourable Member. 

(;c) The number of Selection Grade posts is determined solely with refer- 
ence to the number of charges of sufficient importance to justify a pay 
above the time-scale. 

(d) The facts are not quite as stated by the Honourable Member. As 
an appendix to his Beport Mr. Bewoor compiled a statement showing the 
result of the application of his recommendations to certain Departments 
of various post offices. In the case of the Savings Bank Department of 
the Calcutta General Post Office this result gave a staff of 6 Supervisors. 

(e) I am unable to make any such statement. 

Income and Expenditubb op the Postal and Tblbgbaph Depabtmbnts. 

200. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government be pleased to supply a 
statement showing actual income and expenditure of the Post Office and 
l^elegraph Department separately of the year 1929-30 and the approximate 
income and expenditure of the year 1980-31? 

(b) Will Government please further state whether there has been any 
fall in the income of the Department? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government want to effect some retrenchment to 
meet the deficit? 

(d) If so, on what lines? 

(c) Do Government propose to abolish certain posts of gazetted 
officers? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shfflidy: (a) and (b). The income in 1929-80 was 
Es. 11,30,00,000 and the expenditure Bs. 11,90,00,000. The income and 
expenditure for 1930-31 will be made available to the Honourable Member 
with the publication of the Budget figures. Government anticipate a con- 
siderable fall in the revenue of the Department. 

(c), (d) and (c). Every effort is being made to curtail the 
expenses of the Department in a manner consistent with efficiency. The 
exaci nature of these proposals I am not yet in a position to announce. 
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Arrests under Beoulation III of 1818. 

291. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Mr. B. Das): Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state how many persons have been arrested under the 
Begulation III of 1818 during the last seven months? 

(i) What are their names and places of residence? 

(ii) Where have they been detained since the time of their arrest? 

(iii) What were the reasons for their arrest? 

(iv) What allowances have been granted to each of them for their 

food, other necessaries and dependants, if any? 

The Honourable Sir Janies Grerar: (i) Three persons. Their names are 
Ghulam Muhammad Aziz, Abdul Waris, and Malik Pazal Elahi. The first 
two belong to Amritsar District and the last to Lahore. 

(ii) In the Punjab. 

(iii) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given by 
me to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 43 on the 27th January. 

(iv) A lump allowance of lis. 60 on first admission into jail to meet 
expenditure on necessary articles, a monthly allowance of Ks. 32 and a 
daily allowance of Rs. 1-6^0. An allowance of Rs. 60 a month has been 
sanctioned for the family of Ghulam Muhammad Aziz. As Eazal Elahi 
and Abdul Waris are reported to have no family or relation dependent on 
them, no family allowances have been sanctioned for them. 

Arrest and Handcuffing of Mr. M. F. Qurban at Lahore. 

292. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Mr. B. Das) : (a) Is it a fact 
that Mr. Malik Fuzl-i-Ilahi Qurban of Lahore, one of the victims of the 
Regulation III of 1818, was roped and handcuffed by the police when 
arrested at his residence at Lahore? 

(b) If so, did Government punish the police officer who was responsible 
for roping and handcuffing Mr. Qurban? 

(c) Are Government aware of the fact that before his arrest Mr. Qurban 
had visited Meerut, twice in connection with the defence work of the 
aiicused of the Meerut conspiracy case, and had accepted the office of the 
Secretary of the Meerut Prisoners' Defence Committee? 

(d) Are Government aware of the fact that while at Meerut the local 
police one morning entered the room of Mr. Qurban and roped and hand- 
cuffed him and then let him off after a time? 

(a) Is it a fact that Mr. Qurban was arrested to be detained under 
Regulation III of 1818 at a time when he had gone back to Lahore 
from Meerut to bring his luggage in order to live at Meerut permanently 
as a Secretary of the Meerut Prisoners' Defence Committee? 

(/) Is it a fact that the accused in the Meerut conspiracy case made 
a statement in the court that the Government arrested Mr. Qurban in 
order to terrorise those persons who wanted actively to help the accused 
in their defence? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I am making enquiries and will 
con?niunicate the result to the Honourable Member in due course, 
but there is no foundation for the suggestion that action was taken 
against him under Regulation III of 1818 in connection with any activity 
on behalf of the Meerut case under-trial prisoners. 
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Facilities asAKTEi) to Pbisonebs confined undeb Regulation III of 

1818 . 

293. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Mr. B. Das) : (a) WUl Gov. 
emment be pleased to state what facilities have been granted to the State 
prisoners referred to above regarding (i) interviews with their friends and 
relatives, (ii) newspapers and literature, (iii) writing and receiving of letters 
arid (iv) walking in the open air? 

(6) What is the size of the rooms or cells where they are living and 
how many doors or windows does each of these rooms contain? 

(c) Are they shut up m rooms or cells? If so, where? 

(d) Are the abovementioned State prisoners keeping good health? 
What were their weights at the time of their arrest and what are their 
present weights? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) There is a special Code of Rules 
for ipersons confined under Regulation III of 1818 under which they enjoy 
special concessions in the matter of interviews, literature, letters and 
exercise and recreations. I am enquiring from the Local Government 
what precise facilities are being given to these prisoners. 

(h) and (c). I have no information. I shall, if the Honourable Mem- 
ber so desires, make enquiries and inform him of the result. 

(d) I have received regular reports about the state of health of one of 
the prisoners, Abdul Waris, who since his aiTest has gained in weight — 
his weight on admission on 5th December, 1930, being 135 lbs. and 144 
lbs., respectively. I have not received regular reports about the other two 
but I have asked for them and shall communicate the result to the Hon- 
ourable Member in due course. 

Rbtibbmbnt op Fibbmbn on the Gbbat Indian Peninsula Railway. 

294. ’''Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that there 
has been very little recruitment of men to posts of “A" grade firemen 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway during the last five years ? 

(b) Is it correct that a number of posts originally allotted to “A*' grade 
firemen were filled in by reducing sanction of ‘*A” grade firemen and 
proportionately increasing the number of '‘B" and “C” grade firemen? 

(c) How many applications for “A'’ grade firemen’s posts were received 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway and how many applicants were 
non-Christians? 

(d) Will Government state the number of firemen engaged in “B" and 
“O’* grades on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway during the last five 
years? How many of the new recruits were non-Christians? 

(e) Is it correct that the sanctioned number of "A" grade firemen has 
been reduced? Did Government ascertain, before reducing the number, 
that no suitable candidates were forthcoming for these appointments, by 
advertising the vacancies in the newspapers? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it correct that a number of “B” and *‘C” grade firemen were 
engaged at Bhusawal and Nagpur during the recent Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway strike, over and above the sanctioned strength and that each such 
fireman is now being treated as equivalent to two **D*’ grade firemen or 
Agwalas in respect of pay and that a large number of posts of *‘D" grade 
firemen^ or Agwalas have thus been absorbed or held in abeyance? 
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(ff) Are Government aware that previously the recruitment of firemen 
on the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway was being done by the late Loco. 
Superintendent, Parel and that now these posts are filled by Divisional 
officers? 

(h) If reply to part (g) is in the affirmative, are Government prepared to 
issue iilstructions to the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway authorities that, in 
future, the recruitment of firemen shall be made by open competition, that 
recruitment shall be made by only the Head of the Department, namely, 
the Chief Transportation Superintendent, Bombay and that vacancies 
must first be advertised in newspapers? 

(t) Will Government state the number of "A** grade firemen working 
in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on the 1st April, 1924, and the 31st 
December, 1930? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have called for information from the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway Administration and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Penalising of Stsikbrs on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

295. *Mr. Ooswaml H. B. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that the 
Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, laid certain obstacles in the way 
of registration of their names by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
strikers by insisting upon their fulfilling certain conditions not mentioned 
in the Government of India Railway Board’s communique, dated the Ist 
jMarch, 1930? 

(b) Did Government receive any such representation from the strikers 
before the 15th March, 1930? If so, what steps were taken by Oovem- 
inent ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the names of all such persons who were 
refused registration on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway waiting list 
were subsequently entered by the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway on a separate waiting list and is this list now being called 
“B’’ list? 

(d) If so, do Government propose to issue orders that all such men who 
were refused registration for various reasons be now placed on the first 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway waiting list? 

(e) Are Government aware that a Boardman at Nagpur, who was en- 
gaged during the Great Indian Peninsula Railway strike, was transferred to 
the D. V. S. Office, Nagpur, even though there were men on the first and 
second list? 

(f) Will Government state the number of clerks directly engaged either 
by the D. V. S., Nagpur or C. T. S., Bombay, that are now working in 
the D. V. 8. Office, Nagpur? Will Government say why these men were 
engaged in preference to strikers? 

(g) Are Government aware that a number of persons engaged during 
the strike were those who were once in the employ of the G. I. P. Railway 
and who had severed their connection with the Railway due to discharge 
on account of frauds, etc., dismissal and medical unfitness? 

(h) Are Government prepared to order that the record of every employee 
newly engaged during the strike be investigated, and all such persons who 
ohee left the service due to one of the above reasons be discharged fortK*^ 
with? 
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Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. If the question refers to the condition 
that a striker whose place had been permanently filled must vacate his 
quarters as a ‘preliminary to his name being put on the waiting list, I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the reply to Mr. Aney's short notice ques- 
tion on the 25th March, 1930, and to Diwan Chaman Lall’s supplementary 
questions. As was then explained, this condition was not mentioned in 
the communique but was a matter of an ordinary business arrangement 
necessary in order that the permanent incumbents might be provided with 
housing accommodation and the work of the Bailway should go on. 

(6) No such representation can be traced. 

(c) Under the orders of the Bailway Board a register of candidates for 
employment (not a separate waiting list) has been opened in which the 
names of strikers not tplaced on the waiting list who apply for employment 
are entered. 

(d) Government are unable to agree to such men being placed on the 
waiting list, but as an act of grace they have issued orders that such of 
them whose names have been registered for employment should be offered 
em].»Ioyment by the State-managed Bailways in India in preference to 
outsiders but after the men placed on the waiting list. 

(c) No. The Agent’s attention has, however, been drawn to this part 
of the question. 

(/) I have called for this information and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member in due course. 

(g) and (A). No. An extract of these questions will, however, be sent 
to the Agent who will doubtless take such action as may be considered 
necessary. 

Appointment of “ Number Takers ** on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Bailway. 

296. ’"Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Is it correct that on the Ist Decem- 
ber, 1930, or about that date nine Number Takers of Nagpur, Great Indian 
Peninsula Bailway, were discharged as inefficient Number Takers? 

(b) If BO, will Government please state the date on which these Num- 
ber Takers were examined? 

(o) Will Government please state the total number of Number Takers 
examined on the date on which the above nine were exandned? 

(d) Is it correct that all the Muhammadan Number Takers who were 
examined on about that date were passed, while all those who were Hindus 
were failed and discharged? 

(c) Is it correct that their examiner was a Muhammadan who is Head 
Clerk of the Movement Section of the D. V. S. Office, Nagpur? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have called for the information and will com- 
municate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Discharge of certain Great Indian Peninsula Railway Strikers at 

Nagpur. 

297. *Mr. Ooswami M. B. Puri: (a) Is it a fact that 28 Satyagrahi 
strikers of Nagpur who had been taken back by the Great Indian Peninsula 
Bailway were some time back discharged by the Divisional Transportation 
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Superintendent, Nagpur, with one month’s pay in lieu of notice withouil 
assigning any reason? 

(b) Are Government aware that prosecutions against these strikers 
were withdrawn by the Local Government of Nagpur and that they were 
unconditionally released at the end of April, 1930? 

(c) Are Government aware that such summary discharge from service 
is against the orders governing discharge and dismissal of railway employees 
issued by the Bailway Board in November, 1929 and brought into force 
from 1 st January, 1930? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: ( 4 ), (b) and (ic). I have called for the neces* 
sary information and will communicate with the Honourable Member in 
due course. 

Abolition of the Cbbw System of Ticket Checking. 

298. *Mr. Qoswami M. B. Puri: (a) Will Government state the total 
expenditure incurred by the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway on the crew 
system from its very beginning up to the 31st December, 1930? 

(b) Will Government state how long this system will remain in force? 

(c) Will Government state the total income derived from the crew 
system? 

(d) In view of the need for retrenchment, will Government state if 
they contemplate issuing orders for the abolition of this system forthwith? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (c). Figures up to the 31st December, 
1930, are not available but, on hearing from the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway on this point, I will communicate with the Honourable Member. 

(b) I am not in a position to say at present. The question is under 
consideration. 

(d) The question whether the crew system on the Great Indian Penin- 
sula Bail way should be continued is under consideration. 

Expenditure incurred on the new Nagpur Divisional 
Transportation Superintendent’s Office. 

299. *Mr. Goswami M. B. Puri: (a) Are Government aware that an 
extra expenditure of Bs. 50,000 (Fifty thousand) per annum is being 
incurred by the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway owing to the opening <3 
the new Nagpur Divisional Transportation Superintendent's office, as 


particularised below ; 

Ba. 

(1) D. V. S. at Ra. 1,900 per month 22,800 

(2) One Chief clerk at Rs. 240 per month .... 2,880 

(3) House rent at Rs. 600 per month .... 7,200 

(4) Officer’s house allowance at Rs. 1,000 per month. • 12,000 

(6) Peons, Travelling Allowance, etc., Rs. 600 per month • 6,000 


Total. 60,880 


(b) Is it a fact that the office of the District Transportation Superin- 
tendent, Nagpur, was abolished in 1924 on the plea that it was not 
necessary and the district was absorbed in Bhusawal Division? Will 
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Government say if they have considered the possibility of redistributing the 
Great Indian Peninsula Bailway Divisions with a view to save the extra 
expenditure ? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). The formation of the new Trans- 
portation Division at Nagpur at a cost of Bs. 65,000 approximately is a 
part of measures of re-organisation of the Transportation Department of 
the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway which are calculated to lead to annual 
net economies of several lakhs of rupees. Some part of these economies, 
roughly about 5 lakhs per annum, has already been secured. 

In regard to the first part of (b) of the question I have called for infonna- 
tion and will communicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Indebtedness of Mr. J. C. O’Loughlin, Postmaster, Delhi. 

300. "^Mr. B. Sitaramara|u (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria): {a) Is it a fact that Mr. J. C. O’Loughlin, Postmaster, Delhi, 
is in grave financial embarrassment? 

(b) Is it a fact that his pay is under attachment? 

(c) What is the total amount of attachment still outstanding against 
him? 

(d) Was this fact brought to the notice of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs? 

(a) If so, what action was taken by the Director General? 

(/) Is it a fact that in the Post Office Department when the pay of an 
official of the subordinate service is under attachment, ordinarily he is 
not placed to work there where monetary responsibility is involved? 

(g) Is similar procedure followed in case of Gazetted Officers? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: The matter is under investigation. 

Appointments in the Correspondence Department of the 
Calcutta General Post Office. 

301. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact that it has been ordered by the Director General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, in the Circulars No. 16 and 17, dated the 18th 
August, 1930, that some junior officials below 35 years of age will be 
nominated to sit for the lowest Selection Grade examination? 

(b) If so, what will be the minimum qualification of those officials? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state how many applications from 
the intending candidates were received by the Presidency Postmaster, 
Calcutta and how many of them were from graduates and undergraduates? 

(d) How many graduates were there in the Correspondence Depart- 
ment, Calcutta, General Post Office (both permanent and reserve) at the 
time of selection? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes. 

(b) Passing the first efficiency bar. 

(c) and (d). Government have no information and they do not propose* 
to call for it, as the selection of junior officials was left entirely t6 the 
disQretion of the Head of the Circle concerned. 
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Appointments IN tub Oobbespondbncb Department op tub Calcutta 
Obnbbal Post Ofpiob. 

302. ’‘‘Mr. Bliuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria) : 
(a.) Is it a fact that the Office Superintendent of the Correspondence De- 
partment, Calcutta General Post Office, invited applications from all the 
graduate clerks and reserve clerks ? 

(b) Will Government please state, how many applications reached the 
Presidency Postmaster? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the applications were withheld by the 
Office Superintendent? 

(d) Are Government prepared to investigate the matter? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) to (o). Government have no information. 

(d) If the facts are as alleged by the Honourable Member in part (c) 
of his question, it is open to the officials concerned to represent their 
cases through the usual channels. 

Apprentices at the Nasik-Road Security Printing Press. 

303. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What is the total number of appren- 
tices in the Nasik Road Security Printing, India, Currency Note Press De- 
partment? How many of them are Indians and how many Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians? And how many of them are in Classes A and B ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The Honourable Member is 
referred to the statement I laid on the table in reply to question No. 261 
yesterday. 

Houses built for the Master and Staff of the Nasik-Road Security 

Printing Press. 

304. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What is the cost of the house occupied 
by the Master of the Press at Nasik Road? Was it built at a cost of 
Rs. 1,10,000? Is it also provided with a ball room? What was the cost 
of building the houses for the Deputy Master and the other which was some 
time ago occupied by his Personal Assistant? What was the cost of the 
other houses built for the European Staff? Are Government aware that the 
quarters built for the Indian employees are very unsanitary and inconvenient 
and are not provided with even a sink for water ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The cost of the Master s house 
was Rs. 1,17,000. It is not provided with a ball room. The Deputy 
Master s and the Personal Assistant's houses cost Rs. 76,000 each. Tlie 
cost of the remaining European quarters, including another gazetted 
officer s quarter, was approximately Rs. 5,40,000, to accommodate a per- 
sonnel of thirty with their families. Owing to the necessity for providing 
a source of supply of stamps and currency notes at a time when building 
costs were very high, these houses cost some 35 per cent, more than would 
be the case were they to be built now. 

It is not a fact that the quarters for the Indian employees are either 
insanitary or inconvenient. Only the latest 3rd and 4th grade quarters 
are not provided with water and a sink. This was intentional, as it was 
found that in the older quarters which had water supply and sinks, the 
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occupants allowed unsuitable waste to accumulate in an insanitary^ 
manner. Water supply and washing places, separately for men and 
women, are provided in close proximity to the new 3rd and 4th grade 
quarters. 

Complaints against the European and Anglo-Indian Employees at 
THE Nasik Road Security Printing Press. 

305. *Haulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Are Government aware that there 
are general complaints by the Indian employees of the Nasik Road Security 
Printing India Currency Note Press Department against the ill-treatment 
and use of indecent language of the European and Anglo-Indian employees? 

(6) Are Government prepared to appoint a mixed committee of officials 
and non-official Members of this House to enquire and investigate the 
grievances of the Indian Staff of the above named Department? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) No. 

(h) No. 


Appointments in the Indian Police Service. 

306. *!Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai (on behalf of Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad 
Singh) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state what percentage and 
how many posts are filled in the Indian (Imperial) Police Service (senior 
scale, not inferior scale) by the officers promoted from the Provincial Police 
Service in each province now? What is the total number of senior scale 
posts in the Indian Police Service in each Province? 

(h) Is it not a fact that, according to the Lee Commission recommenda- 
tion, 20 per cent, of these superior posts ought to be held by officers pro- 
moted from the Provincial Police Service ? 

(c) If so, will Government state why there is difference between the 
figures in different provinces? 

(d) Do Government propose asking the different Provincial Governments 
to fill up the necessary number of existing and future vacancies owing to 
proportionate pension retirements and other unforeseen casualties to bring 
up the percentage to 20 wherever this has not been reached? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) I place a statement on the table 
giving the information. In addition to members of the Provincial Servic(5 
who have been substantively appointed to superior posts in the Indian 
Police Service, there are of course officers who are officiating in permanent 
and temporary superior posts, the details of which will be found in the 
Provincial Civil Lists. 

(b) The Lee Commission recommended that in future 20 per cent, of 
the posts in the Indian Police Service should be filled by promotion from 
the Provincial Services, instead of 11 per cent, as had been the rule 
previously, but they did not recommend that this should be done within 
any specified period. They estimated that under their scheme a cadre of 
60 per cent. Europeans and 60 per cent. Indians would be attained in 
the course of 25 years. It has always been the intention that the 20 per 
cent, proportion should be filled as rapidly as possible, consistently with 
avoidance of injustice to the existing members of the Service, and for this 
purpose certain executive instructions have been laid down. 
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(c) The state of promotion in the Indian Police Service cadre varies in 
different provinces, which accounts for the difference in the proportion of 
promotions in them. 

(d) All Local Governments are required to undertake an annual exami* 
nation of their cadres. The figures I have given show that satisfactory 
progress is being made in this matter, except in Burma, where conditions 
are exceptional, and I do not consider it necessary to issue any further 
instructions. 

I 


STATEMENT. 


Province. 

1 


No. of superior posts 

Percentage 
of Col. 3(a) 
to Col. (2) 

(in round 
figures). 

4 

of Superior 
posts. 

2 

(a) sub- 
stantively 
filled. 

(1) ulti- 
mately to be 
filled.* 

Madras .... 

43 

6 

9 

14 

Bombay .... 

45 

6 

9 

13 

Bengal .... 

60 

8 

' 12 

1 . 

13 

United Provinces . 

64 

10 

i 

16 

Punjab .... 

62 

8 

1 11 

; 13 

Burma .... 

46 

3 

9 

7 

Bihar and Orissa 

34 

4 

i 7 

12 

Central Provinces . 

32 

5 

6 

16 

Assam .... 

16 

3 

3 

20 


* 20 per cent, of column (2) except in the coirbined cadre of the Punjab, Delhi, 
North-West Frontier I’rovince and Baluchistan where the percentage prescribe i is 18. 


Promotion to the Indian Civil Service of Officers of the Provincial 

Civil Service. 

307. *Bai Bahadur SukhraJ Bai (on behalf of Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad 
Singh): (a.) What percentage and how many posts out of those in the 
senior scale of the Indian Civil Service are now held by officers promoted 
from the Provincial Civil Services in the Judicial and Executive branches 
respectively? 

(6) How many senior scale posts are there in the Indian Civil Service in 
each province, in Executive and Judicial branches respectively? 

(c) Is it not a fact that, according to the Lee Commission recommenda- 
tions, 20 per cent, of the senior scale posts ought to be filled by promotion 
from the Provincial Civil Services? 
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(d) Do Government oontemplate imptessuig on the various local Govern- 
ments the necessity of filling up the necessary number of existi^ and im- 
mediately future vacancies by promotion of Provincial Civil Service officers, 
in order to make Indianisation of these services effective? 

(e) What was the percentage and how many posts (the actual number) 
of the superior scale in the Indian Civil Service and Indian Police Service 
.are held by members of the Provincial Civil Services, Judicial and Executive 
branches respectively, and the Provincial Police Service in each province at 
the time the Lee Commission recommendations were published? 

(/) How many senior scale posts were there in the Indian Civil Service 
(Judicial, and Executive branches respectively) and Indian Police Service in 
each province at the time the Lee Commission recommendations were 
published? 


The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) and (b). A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(c) Yes, but their recommendation was accepted vvitli the moditicution 
that the 20 per cent, should include posts filled by direct recruitment from 
the Bar. I would invite the Honourable Member's attention in this con- 
nection to the reply given by the late Sir Alexander Muddiman to part (o) 
of Mr. K. C. Ncogy’s question No. 1371 on the 24th March, 1926. 

(d) The Lee Commission did not recommend that the full 20 per cent, 
of superior posts should be listed immediately, but that a cadre of 60 per 
cent. Europeans and 50 per cent. Indians should be attained by this and 
other methods in 15 years. It is the policy of Government to fill the 20 
per cent, as rapidly as possible, consistently with avoidance of injustice 
to existing members of the service, and to this end executive instructions 
have been laid down. The Honourable Member will see from the state- 
ments that considerable progress has been made in this respect. I may 
mention that, in addition to the posts shown in the statement, which have 
actually been listed, a considerable number of Provincial Civil Service 
officers officiate in superior posts. 

(e) and (/). Two statements are laid down on the table. These give 
the figures of January, 1924, five months before the publication of the 
Lee Commission's Report. 



Smtement sk(yu>ing the nuniber of auperior posts {including listed posts) in the Indian Civil Sennce and their distribution heltveen the executive and 

Judieicil branches on the 1st January, 1924. 
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statement showing the number of superior posts {including listed posts) in the 1. C, S, and their distribution between the executive and judicial 
branchesonlstJtm>uary,l$31, ' ’ 
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*No separate judicial cadre. 

Number of Govemnienb of India posta .......... 61 

Total number of superior posts (467 241 p/ua 61) 769 

Percentage of all listed posts on total number of superior posts 15*6% 
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Indian Police Service. 


■Province. 

Total number of 
superior poste in 
the Indian Police 
Service on the 

1st January, 
1024. 

Actual number of 
superior posts in 
the Indian Police 
Service reserved 
for memVjers of 
(he Provincial 
Police Service 
on the Ist 
January, 1924. 

Madras .... 




11 

3 

Bombay .... 




-lo 

6 

Bengal .... 




liO 

6 

Unifed Provincc^fcs 




(52 

4 

Punjab , 




60 

5 

Burma .... 




51 

3 

Bihar and Oi is^a 




36 

3 

i>nti*al Proviuf'es 

. 



, 31 

3 

Absam .... 

• 

• 

• 

1 

j 16 . 

i 

2 





401 

35 


Pcn;oii1a»xe oi‘ posits reserved for Provincial Police Seivice officers 
to total number of siitierior posta . . ’ , . 8*7 


Removal op the Non-Official Chairman and Members of the Beaw^ar 

Municipal Committee. 

.‘lOB. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the Local Govern- 
'uoiit of Ajmer-Merw\ara, 'by a special notification, have removed 
Idr. Nathulal Gliiya, the non-official Chairman and Messrs. K. L. Varma, 
Vishnulal Eawat, B. K. Sircar and Tarachand four elected members of 
i3ea\var Municipal Committee on the allegation that their continuance as 
•liaiiTDim and n\ond)ers nf the Committee was undesirable? 

{h) If so, will Government please state the grounds on which their 
continuance on the committee was considered undesirable and prejudicial 
^0 public interest? 

((*) Will Government also state why when one non-official Chairman 
was removed, another non-official Chaimian w^as not allowed to be openly 
<*lccted by the Municipal Committee, but Bai Bahadur Kishenlal, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, Bcawar, w^as appointed Chairman by the Local 
■<^lovcmment? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: (a) Yes. 

(h) Continuance of Mr. Nathulal Ghiya on the Beawar Municipal Coin- 
njitteo w^as considered undesirable and prejudicial to the public interest as 
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he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment under Section 4 of the 
Prevention of Intimidation Ordinance, 1930. The other four elected mem- 
bers were removed as they were involved in political activities to the detri- 
ment of constructive work for the Municipality. 


(c) I’he appointment of *Rai Bahadur Kislienlal as Chairman of the 
Municipal (Committee was made at the e.x])ress request of members of the 
Committee, w'ho represented the uusatisfactory state of the municipal 
finance's and urged the api)ointnu'nt of an experiiiuced oflici«al. 


Tbansper to “C” Class of “A'*’ Class Piiisoneks in the A.fmek 

Central Jail. 

309. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that nine political prisoners 
in Ajmer Central Jail have been transferred from "A" to ' ‘C” class from 
16th December, 1980? If so, will Government kindly state its reasons? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: T am making enquiries and will 
communicate, result to the Hono\irable Member. 


KSTABLiSHMENT OF A CENTRAL BaNK AND TraINTNO OF TnDJANS IN 

Banking. 

310. *LaJa Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) In view of the fact that the 
contract with the Imperial Bank of India is to expire this year, will 
Government be pleased to state whether they propose to establish the 
new Central Bank as recommended by the Young Commission and sup- 
ported by the Simon Commission and the Government of India despatch? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the actual number of the 
staff officers which the Imperial Bank of India has recruited from England 
or other foreign countries and why this unprecedented procedure was 
followed when a number of probationary assistants were being trained by 
the Bank itself? 

(c) Have Government considered the advisability of sending a certain 
number of qualified young men of India every year to study foreign 
methods of banking, as is being done by the Bank of Japan? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) As regards the agreement 
with the Imperial Bank of India, I would refer the Honourable Member 
to my reply on 27th January to Mr. B. Das’s question No. 72. aud to my 
further replies to supplementary questions then put. 

(b) If the Honourable Member will state the ^period to which his ques- 
tion refers, I will endeavour to obtain the information from the Imperial 
Bank of India. 

(c) The question of banking education for Indians is one of the ques- 
tions* which have been specially referred to the Banking Enquiry Com- 
mittee. I prefer to await their recommendations before replying to this 
question. 
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CUBBENCY AND EXCHANGE POLICY OF GOVEKNMEKT. 

311. ’'‘Lala Rameidiwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Gk>vernment be pleased 
lo state the total quantity of silver sold, with corresponding rates, and 
the total amount of deflation that the Government has brought al^out in 
the currency? 

(b) What steps, if any, do Government contemplate to take in order to 
mitigate the general slackness in the trade and commerce of the country? 

(c) Is it a fact that manipulations of various kinds were resorted to 
by Government with a view to maintain and thereby justify the eighteen 
pence ratio? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Last IVIarch 1 announced 
details of the sales of silver up to the end of February, 1930. While I 
was prepared on that occasion to give a review of the Government’s policy 
over a period of years, I think it would be contrary to the public interest 
that any close record of current transactions should be published. I can, 
how(iVor, i)iforni the Honourable Member that no contracts for the sale 
of silver have been nuide by tlie Government since the middle of October 
last. The recent slump in the silver market cannot therefore be said to 
have been immediately affected by the action of the Government of India. 

(h) G'he real causes of the present trade depression are imfortimately 
b('yond tlie control of the Government of this country. 

(c) Government in their capacity as cuiTcncy ^authority, and in order 
to maintain stability of the exchange value of Indian currency, have taken 
.measures of thi^ kind normally employed by currency authorities in all 
countrii‘s with stabilized currencies. 


Flotation of the new Sterlino Loan. 

312. *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Do Government remember 
the pledge given by the then Finance Member, Sir Basil Blackfdt. on the 
floor of the Assembly against the policy of outside boiTowings? 

(b) If so, why in violation of that pledge, were the Government out 
to float the new sterling loan to the gigantic extent of 33J crores in the 
Ijondon market at such a high rate of interest? 

(c) Could not Government borrow the desired sum at a lower rate in 
India? 

(d) Were Government aware, before raising the new loan, that the 
vvhoio country disapproved of the terms of its issue? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Government are not aware of 
any pledge of the nature referred to in the question. On the contrary, 
Sir Basil Blacketi repeatedly indicated in his speeches that the resources 
of the Indian market would probably have to be s\ipplemented by boiTOW- 
ing abroad. 

(b), (c) and (d). The attention of tlic Honourable Member is invited 

lo paragraphs 72 to 82 of ray speech introducing tbc' Budget for 1929-30, 
and to my reply to Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad’s starred question No. 13 on the 
■26th Janjiary, i931. 
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Protection for the Cotton Textile Industry, 

318. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Are Government aware that 
in spite of the protection afforded to the cotton textile industry by 
enhancing the import duty last year, the said industry has been all along 
experiencing a continued depression? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if they are contemplating to 
afford further protection to the said industry cither by way of raising 
the import duty by 5 per cent, without any preference to British piece- 
goods, or by way of adequate reduction of freight charges all over the 
country ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Tlio Government of India are 
satisfied that any depression existing in flu* coiton textile industry since 
the duties were t'lilnmced is not ascribablc to imporlntions from abroad. 

{h) Governrhent have no proposal for according furlluT ])rolection to 
the coiton textile industr\ under consideration at present. 

Protection of the Hosiery Industry tn India, 

314. *Lala Rameshwai Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please static 
the name or names of the country or countries from which India imports 
hosiery and the quantity and value of the hosiery imported? 

(b) Are Government aware that a number of Indian hosiery factories 
have recently been closed down owing to foreign competition particularly 
that of Japan which has flooded the Indian markets with cheap products? 

(c) Do Government know that the cost of production of hosiery iu 
.India is about 25 per cent, higher than' the rate at which Jaj)iuiese manu 
factures are sold in India? 

(d) if the reply to parts (6) and (c) is in the negative, are Government 
prepared to institute an enquiry in the matter? 

(e) If the reply is in the affirmative, what steps do Oovernment 
contemplate to take to save this industry? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The intoii nation is ctmtained in 
the Sea-borne Trade Acicounts, copies of which arc available in thu library. 

(b) and (c). Government have received representations which contain 
statements 1o that effect and ask for protection to the hosiery industry. 

((/) and (r;). The representations s\re under consideration. 

Export of Indian Piece-Goods. 

315. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to place before the House a statement containing the names of the 
countries to which Indian piece-goods are expoited and the total value 
of such piece-goods? 

(b) What {measures, if any, have Government so far adopted in order 
to stimulate the export trade of Indian piece-goods? 

(c) Will Government please state the methods adopted for the publicity 
of the Indian manufactures in the various foreign markets which are the 
usual customers of Indian products all over the world? 
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The Bonourable Sir George Bainy: (a) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the Annual and Monthly Accounts relating to the Sea-borne- 
Trade and Navigation of British India, copies of which are in the Library. 

(b) In 1928 an Indian Trade Mission was sent to certain countries in 
the Near East and in Africa to make a survey of their potentialities as 
markets for Indian cotton goods and to make recommendations for the en- 
couragement of the export of cotton manufactures from India. As an out- 
come of their recommendations and of the iproposals submitted by the High 
Commissioner for India and the Director General of ("ommercial Intelli- 
gence and Statistics, ('alcutta, a scheme has recently been approved for 
Ihe appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners abroad, full details of 
which arc set forth in the proceedings of the meeting of the Standing 
finance Committee held on the 16th January, 1080 (Vol. IX No. 13). 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to Chapters VI 
to VJIl of the Jteport on the work of the Indian Trade Commissioner in 
London during the years 1928-29 and 1929-30, a^ copy of which is in the 
Library. 


Protection and Encouragement op the Indian Cinema Industry. 

316. *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please state 
the total number of American filtoi companies which have established their 
offices in India? 

(b) Are Govermnent aware that these foreign companies, with their 
infinite resources and strong financial support, have been doing great injury 
to the infant cinema industry of India? 

(c) What action do Government contemplate to take in order to save 
the cinema industry of India from the foreigners? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee to draw out a scheme to be pu<- into operation in order 
to encourage the said industry? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a) Government have no infonnalion. 

(b) and (c). The Indian Cinematograph Committee referred to the 
dimgor of noii-Indian control of the Cinema trade and industry, and in 
paragraiph 170, the C'ommittee suggested that Government should arm 
themselves with legislative powders to exclude foreign concerns from operat- 
ing in the country. The recommendations of the Committee contained in 
Chapter IV of their Deport, such as tlie introduction of the ‘‘quota system" 
registration of producers, exhibitors, renters, importers and distributors,, 
etc., w^ere all designed to safeguard the indigenous industry against foreign 
J^ggression. But no action on these recommendations has been possible^ 
as most of them hinged on the foimation of a Central Cinema Bureau 
under the Central Government, as proposed in Chapter 111 of the Deport, 
which did not find favour with most of the liocal Governments and trade 
interests consulted. I would in this connection remind the Honourable 
Member that, under the present constitution "development of industries" 
is mainly a provincial transferred subject. 
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(d) Government do not consider Ibal any useful purpose ^^•ould be serv- 
ed by appointing another committee, as suggested by the Honourable 
Member. 

Fall of Exforts and Imports. 

317. *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla: Will Government be pleased to 
state the actual amount of fall in the export and import trade of India 
since the inauguration of the civil disobedience movement? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The Honourable Member is referred 
to the monthly Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation 
of British India, copies of which are in the Library. 

Fall in Revenue of Central and Provincial Governments. 

318. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if there has been any fall in the income of Provincial and Central 
Governments since the inauguration of the civil disobedience movement? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the actual loss sustained by the Central Government and 
the Provincial Governments separately and how much has been shared 
by each piovince? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) returns up to date 

for the (‘urront year show a falling off as (*ompared wiili the previous year. 

(b) 1 place on the table a statement showing the actual revenue figures 
for the Central Government and each Provincial Govcirnment for the first 
eight months uf the years 1929-30 and T930-31. 


Statement compaflng the toted Revenue (Excluding Refunds and Working Expenses) of Oifi 
Oentral and Provincial Governments during first 8 months of 1U29-80 and 


(In lakhn of rupeos.) 


Government. 

8 montiis ’ 
actuals, 
1929-30. 

8 montlis ’ 
actuals, 
1930-31. 

India 

Madras • • 

• 

• 



70*48 

7-82 

67-24 

(Approximate.) 

7-29 

Coorg 




7 

6 

Bombay 




S-34 

7-31 

Bengal • 




6*46 

5*27 

United Provinces 




7*66 

7*09 

Punjab • 


• • . 


6*98 

6*48 

Burma 




3*66 

3*66 

Skan States 




18 

17 

Bihar and Orissa 


• • • 


3-14 

2*82 

Central Provinces 

• 

• • • 


1 2-36 

2*23 

Assam 

a 


• 

1*50 

1*43 
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Importation of Tibetan Salt. 

B19. *LaJa Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is it a £aut that, in Kumaon 
Division, Tibetan saJt is still imported in large quantities? 

(b) Is Tibetan salt a contraband salt? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Salt Act is not in force in Knmaon Division? 

(d) If it is in force, will Govemmenb be pleased to point out the Notifi- 
cation whereby the Salt Act came into force in that Division? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) Government have no exact 
up-to-date records, but according to such information as they possess, it 
is most improbable that largo (piaiitities are imported. I have, however, 
calli^l for further information. 

(h) Salt duty has not. been levied on 'ribi‘lan salt imported into Kumaon 
in tlu^ j)ast. It is nut, therefore, treated as contraband. 

(r) and (d). The Salt Act is applicable to the Kumaon Division under 
s('ction 1 of the. Indian Salt Act, 1882. 


Recruitmknt of the Indian Medical Service. 

B20. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Is It a fact that a Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon is eligible to be taken into the Indian Medical Service 
‘ Corps ? 

(b) If so, what salary do Government propose to give him in that 
capacity? 

(c‘) Are Government aware that a large number of private practitioners 
with high medical qualifications are yet unemployed and are easily available 
for direc.t appointment, and yet is it a fact that Government consider it 
advisable to re-inforcc the Indian Medical Service by Sub-Assistant Sur- 
geons? 

(d) Will Government jilease state if there has been any representation 
made to them by the Sub- Assistant Surgeons on their inclusion iii the 
Indian Medical Service? 

Mr, G. M, Young: (a) Sub- Assistant Surgeons aiv eligible for appoint- 
ment to the Indian Medical Service, if they possess the requisite profes- 
sional qualifications. 

(b) The same as other members of the Indian Medieal Service. 

(c) The policy of Government is to select tlie most suitable and highly 
(Qualified candidates, irrespective of the class from which they are drawn. 
No special preference is given to Assistant or Sub-Assistant Surgeons; and, 
as a matter of fact, no Sub- Assist ant Surgeon has been a]>(pointed. 


(d) No. 
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Numbbbs of Persons arrested and convicted for Political Offences. 

821. *Lala BamecOiwar Prasad Bagla: (a) Will Government please 
state the exact number of people arrested and convicted for various political 
offences and under the various ordinances in each province of India since 
the inauguration of the civil disobedience movement till the 10th of 
January? 

(b) Will Government enunciate their policy which guided them to 
classify prisoners in A, B, and C classes respectively? 

(c) Will Government please state the number of political prisoners all 
over India, who have been placed in B and C classes? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state what extra expenditure each 
Provincial Government has to bear approximately for the maintenance of 
an additional number of political convicts since the inauguration of the 
civil disobedience movement? 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) 1 vvr)uld refer tlie Honourable 

Member to the reply given by me to Sardar Sant Singh's cpiestion No. 12 
on the 26tli January, 1931. 

(h) 1 would invite the attention of the iroiioimihle Meinher to tlu* com- 
ininiiqiie of the Ciovenunent of India issued on the l9fh February, 1930. 

(c) and (</). The Honourable Member presumably I’efers to prisoners 
convicted in connection witli the civil disobedience movement. T am col- 
lecting the information in regard to the classitication of such prisoners 
and will communicate it to him in due (?ourse. I have no information of 
tlu; additional cost incurred by Local (loverninonts on account of such 
prisoners and do lu^t think there would bo jui\ praelieal vahie in obtaining 
ii.. 


Profits on Silver and Nickel (.’oin.s. 

322. ♦Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of rupees and small silver and nickel coins minted 

at Calcutta and Bombay between 1920 and 1930; 

(b) the amount of profit that has accrued to the Currency Depart- 

ment in the process of minting thereof; and 

(c) the way in which the profits have been accounted for? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The figures are given in the 
lleporls of the Controller 4jf the Currency copies of which arc in the 
Library of the House. 

' (b) and (c). Then* were no ])rofits on ihe coinage of rupees and small 

silver. The profits on the coinage of nickel are credited to the revenues 
of the Government of India under the head XXVIll, Mint. The amounts 
will be found in the Kinance and Hevenno Accounts of the Government 
of India, copies of which aiv in the Library of the House. 
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Tender value of Sovereigns in India. 

823. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

( 41 ) the real tender value of sovereigns in India; and 

{h) whether the value set upon them is absolutely reciprocal? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The attention of the Honourable 
Ttfember is invited to section 2 of the Gurreney Act (IV of 1027). 

Unprotected Railway Tracks on the East Indian Railway. 

824. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state the 
portions on the East Indian Railway (either on the main or branch line) 
where the railway track is unprotected by wire-fencing on either side? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I regret that the inforuuition is not available. 

Provision of a Through Train via Banuel-Rarharwa. 

820. *Mr, Bhuput Sing: (a) Will Government be pleased, to state whe- 
ther there is any through train to Delhi nuining from Howrah, which 
goes via Bandel-Barharwa V 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the negative, are Government prepared 
to advise the East Indian Railway management to hook some such train 
to and fro in the preparation of their future lime tables for the eonveni- 
once of through passengers on that section? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. 

(b) Government eamiot take pait in the preparation of lime tables. 

I will have ti (K)py of tlu‘ Boiiourahh' Member's (juestion sent to ibe Agent 
of the East fudiari Ihiilway for infannalion and for ilu‘ consideration of 
his Administration, 

Provident Fund for GrovEKNisiENT Servants. 

820. N. B, Ounjal: («) Will Government be pleased to state 

whether they have drawn ufi ari\ definite selieme of Provuhml Eiind, as 
Honourable jMr. Yedmurfci in tlie Council of State in 

1924? 

(b) If the reply to pai’t (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state when it is likely to he introduced? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state, whether the scheme will be 
made applicable to the menial staff working under the Government of 
India? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) is in the negative, will Government bo 
pleased to give reasons? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (b). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to rny reply to Sardar G, N. Mujumdar s question 
No. 100 given on the 28th January, 1981, which answers those points in 
substance. 
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(c) ami ((/). The question of admitting inferior servants of the Govern- 
ment of India to a Provident Fund or to benefits of a corresponding kind 
has been engaging the attention of Govemnient for some time; but it is 
considered that decision should now bo deferred until the Beport of the 
Royal Commission on Labour becomes available. 

PsN^sroy Rules foe Mb.vial Staff of the Cuebbkoy Office, Bombay. 

327. *Mr. N. R. Ounjal: (d) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a definite promise was given to the menials of the 
Bombay Currency Office that their pension rules would be revised when 
the pension rules of the Bombay Government were revised? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware that 
the Bombay Government have now revised the pension rules of their 
menial staff since April 1929? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) is in the affirmative, will Government bo 
pleased to state whether the same rules will be applied to the menials 
of the Currency Department? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) T would refer the Honourable Clumber to ihe reply given to question 
No. 268 by Mi*. N. M. Joshi in September, 1928. The scheme of tem- 
pornrv increase in small pensions referred to therein has since been ex- 
tended up to the 31st October, 1931, and the question of the permanent 
revision of ihe ])ension rules of inferior servants under the Government of 
India is still utkIct (fonsideration. The Government of India cannot Kind 
themselves to follow absolntely the practice of Local Gov(u*nine.nts in such 
matters 

Recommendations of tub (hriiRENCY^ wStafp Enquiry Committee. 

3*j8. *Mr. N. R. Gunjal: Will Government be pleased to state 
whether tlu' recommendations made by the Currency Staff Enquiry Com- 
mittee, will be given effect to from the next official year (April 1931)? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The recommendation of the 
Committee, for an inciease of pay of shroffs in (he Bombay CuiTency 
Office, which has been a('cepted by Government and approved by the 
Standing Finance Committee, will be given effect to from the 1st March, 
1931, a similar i-eadjustmeiit in the scales of pay of .shroffs in all the 
Currency Offices ])eing made from the same date. 

iN.sTRucrroNs to Income-Tax Officers. 

329. "^Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Have Government issued instructions 
to the Income-tax officers, which do not form part of the Income-tax Act? 

(b) If so, will Government please lay a copy of such instructions on 
the table? 

(c) Have Government specified assessable and non-assessable incomes 
.in any circular letter? Is the circular letter published in the Gazette of 
India? If not, will Government lav a copy of the circular letter on the 
:tnble? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) and (h). The Central Board 
of Eeveniie issues instructions from time to time to Commissioners of. 
Income-tax in regard to the administration of the Act. The Board also 
exercises rule-malfing powers under the Act. The rules framed by the 
Board and the gist of such of its other instructions as are of general interest 
will be found in the Income-tax Manual, a copy of which is in the Library 
of this House. 

(c) I do not know what letter my Honourable friend has in mind. No 
such circular letter has been issued by the Central Board of Bevenue. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Hid the Central Board of Kevenue issue a letter 
to the income-tax officers, specifying that certain classes of income should 
be considered as assessable and some other kinds as non-assessable ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: If the Honourable Member will 
put before me any evidence of the letter which he has in mind, I shall 
l)e very glad to answer (piostions in relation to it. 

Report on the Working of the Crew System. 

3.H0. ^'Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Hid Government appoint any com- 
mittee or depute any individual to report on the working of the crew 
system? 

(b) If so, will Government lay the report on the table? 

(c) Was the report discussed by the Railway Board and what was 
its decision ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Government appointed a Committee to report 
on the working of the crew system on the East Indian Railway. 

(6) and (c). The Report is at present under the consideration of the 
Railway Board and a decision has not yet been arrived at. After a deci- 
sion has been arrived at, I will have a copy of the Report placed in the 
Library. I will also send the Honourable Member a copy. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member send a copy now? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: We are not prepared to send a copy until we 
have arrived at a decision on the report, which I expect, will take place 
in the course of the next w^eek or two. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will he also give a copy of a similar report on 
the G. I. P. Railway system? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: There is no such report. . 

Non-belease of Khan Audvl Ghaffar Khan, A Political Friscneb in 

Bad Health. 

331. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Is it a fact that the Government 
released some political prisoners on account of ill-health? 

(b) Is it not a fact that Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khcan is not in good health? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to give reasons for not releasing Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, when other prisoners w^ere released under similar 
conditions ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) A few prisoners convicted of 
offences in connection with the civil disobedience movement have been 
released on account of the state of their health. 

(b) and (c). No; his health is reported to be quite good. 

Release of Political Prisoners in the North West Frontier 

Province. 

332. ^Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Are Government contemplating releas- 
ing more prisoners in llie near future? 

(h) Are Government prepared to include the prisoners in the North 
West Frontier Province sent to jail for a similar offence? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Tlie IT(monrablc Member will no 
•doubt realise that the policy of Government in this respect must depeml on 
the manner in which the situation develops but no question of discrimina- 
tion between provinces ^^'ould Be involved. 


Appointment of Local Bodies in the North West Frontier Province. 


333. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (q) Have Govennnent sanctioned the 
appointment of local bodies in the North-West Frontier Province? 

(b) Will the non-official elected members be in a majority in these local 
bodies? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will Government give 
reasons for adopting a practice different from that in other provinces? 

(d) Are Government prepared to reconsider the matter? 

(e) Have elections for local boclies been held? If not, why not? 

(/) When will the elections be held? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(b) , (c) and (d). It has been decided that the District Boiirds and 
^Iuni(‘ipal Committees, the members of which, with the cxcei)tion of the 
Peshawar ^lunicipal Committee, have hitherto been entirely nominated, 
shall consist of nominated and elected members in equal numbers. This 
Iho FTonourablc ^Icrnber will recognise is a good advance in the liberalisa- 
tion of their constitution. 

(c) and (/). The elections have not yet been held as the necessary pre- 
liminaries are still in progress. They will be held in the beginning of June, 
if it is not found possible to ooniplcte tlio preliminaries before then. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: In all other j)rovinces the elected members in 
local bodies are in a majority. That being so, will the Honourable Mem- 
ber pleas<‘ say why a different practice is being adopted in the North West 
Frontier Province? 


TOe Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: In all the 

jn’o.vinces there have been non-official members in a majority for a long 
time, while here there has been no elected member on any local body 
except in Peshawar, right up till now. 


Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Is it because Government consider that 
this province is a backward one that they are not giving a majority of 
elected members m the local bodies, or is it for some other reasons? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Tasl4-Husain: There is no 
such idea of backwnrdness, in particular; the only idea in support of this 
action is whether there ought to be advance by steps or by leaps? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What is the percentage of elected members and the 
nominated members now? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: There is no 

percentage of elected members, there being none. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What is Iht^ proportion of members and how many of 
(lieni really re]>ri;seiit. the ])eopie? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Don’t quite 
f(;llow. As to roprcsojit jiti<m that is a matter for guess, because there is no 
election. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: When there have been so many Uesolutions passed 
in this Assembly and otlicr places and on the public platform, when will 
tlie (Jovernment think over this question? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: 1 shall be 
grateful if the Honourable Member will refer me to the Kesolutions passed 
by the Assembly or by llie rouneil of State on the subject. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Arc' not the (lovernment aware of the fact that in so 
many ])uhli(‘ piaees and Lc^gjslatures Resolutions were ])assed and memorials 
were sent to the (hncrnmeril and the Oovenmient have done nothing so 
far? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i.Husain: I am aware 
of one representation whieh was made by the people of the Frontier Pro- 
vince to their diief (Commissioner in the beginning of July, 19B0, in res- 
ponse to which a ])romise was made that the constitution of the local bodies 
would be liberalised, and the ]»resent measure that I luivc indicated is in 
jjursuaiicc of that jwomise. 

Mr. K, Ahmed: Is it not a fact that, in this very Assembly some 
Time ago, and witliin my knowledge for the last eleven years, Government 
made-; a promise Ihroiigiiout the r^giiri6 of Sir Denys Bray who was then 
sitting liere, and tluit ])roniise has not been fullillod? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: The Honour- 
able Member’s knowledge is what is called sina hashm (handed on un- 
recorded) : I have- not seen yet any record of it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is that my fault or the fault of ilie other side? 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Do not the Government recognise 
Hiat tile population of the province is more homogeneous and more suited 
ro democratic forms of institutions than otliei’s? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: That is a point 
on which (lovernment are not interested to make any denial. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Did not the Government promise to the Frontier 
Px’Ovince people that they would enjoy the same liberties and the same 
rights as are being enjoyed by the Punjab, and is it now the practice in 
the Punjab to luive an equal number of elected and nominated members 

local bodies? 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: 1 have already 
admitted that iu other provinces the elected clement in local bodies pre- 
ponderates, but in the Frontier Province till now there has been no elected 
element whatsoever, and in order to make good this defect Government 
have already decided that the constitution of local bodies shall be libera- 
lised, and a certain measure of liberc'disation has taken place, or at all 
events, is in the com’se of taking place. I trust that Honourable Members 
will recognise that that certainly is a very desirable thing. 

Br. Ziauddin Ahmad: The Honourable Member did not reply to the 
first part of the question; did not the Goverumeiit promise the people of 
the FrontitT l*n)vince that they would enjoy the same rights and privileges 
as were enjoyed in the adjacent province of the Punjab, and if so, why 
is this right denied to them ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: The Honour- 
able tlie Chief Commissioner's reply to the representations made to him 
by the people of the Frontier Province Wius ])ublished broadcast, and 
therein it was definitely stated, so far as I can now recollect, not having 
the statement before me, that in the activitu's of beneticient Departments 
every effort \Nf)uld be made, subject to finances being available, to raise 
the standard of (‘fhcicney in the said Departments to the same level as 
prevails in the adjoining districts of thii neighbouring province. That w 
as far as T can recollect, and I have no doubt every effort is being made 
by Government during the ])reparation of their Budget which the Honour- 
able Membei’s will recognise is a deficit Budget, to work up to that promise. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Sir, we do not recognise the Chief Commissioner 
of the N. W, F. P., because that pmvince is administered directly by the 
Government of India. I would like to knofw what the Government of India 
have done to fulfil the promises made to the people of the N. VV. F. P. 
at the time of the separation of the province by Lord Curzon in 1901? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazI-i-Husain ; My researches 
have not gone back to that dtate. 

Sir Abdur Rahim: Are the people of the N. \V. F. P. satisfied with what 
the Government have done for them in this matter? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I have not 
had opportunities really of ascertaining the views of the people of the 
North West Frontier Province recently ; by recently I mean during the last 
three or four months, the period during which the proposals for advance 
have been matured by the Tiocal Government. I shall indeed be veiy 
glad to get into touch with that opinion in case it is ascertainable. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it not the reason why in- Peshawar and throughout 
the N. W. F. P. and further on towards Kabul all this disorder has taken 
place and Government are experiencing considerable trouble? Are Govern- 
ment aware that all tins trouble and disorder is due to the non-fulfilment 
of their promise ; all this chaos and disorder is due to their not being in 
touch with the public opinion in the N. W. F. P. ? When do they 
propose lo remove all the difficulties of the people of the N. W. F. P. 
and get rid of all their troubles and thus avoid the squandering of public 
money for maintaining a huge military force at an enormous cost? 
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The. Honourable Khan Bahadur Xian Sir Tail-l-Husaln: I am 

afraid, Sir, we are getting beyond the scope of the subject matter of the 

question. ^ 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: May I ask if the Honourable Member 
lias read the debates in this House on the frontier policy question, when 
the late Lnla Lajpat Rai, the Leader of the Nationalist Party, was here, 
Mild he supported that Resolution? Has he also read the debate which took 
place last year during the Budget session on a cut on the frontier policy? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Sir, not in this 

connection. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Two more supplementary questions. Sir. The 
Oovernment promised, in reply to my question at the Simla Session, that 
they would establish these local bodies at an early date and allowed se\en 
months to elapse. We still bear that they will be started in June next. 

1 would like to know the cause of this abnormal delay. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: What the 
Honourable Member has stated is perfectly correct. It was intended last 
July, when the Assembly mot, that these institutions should be started at 
;in early date. It is for the Honourable Members to say whether the 
pjifrsirg of tile last seven months, due to the', abnormal conditions prevailing 
in that province, can he dubbed as undue delay, or is justified. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: We arc not satisfied with the answer. My second 
supplementary question is 

Mr. President: Next question please. 

Continued Application of Martial Law in the North West Frontier 

Province. 

334. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (oj) Is it a fact that the North West 
Frontier Province is administered directly by the Government of India? 

(h) Will the Government be pleas^ to give an example of a province 
where martial law has been applied for a longer period than in the North 
West Frontier Province? 

Mr. J. Q. Acheson: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(fe) In the Madras Presidency during the Moplah disturbances Martial 
T.aw actually remained in force for a longer period than has been the case 
in tbe Peshawar District. 

The Bank rate in England and in India. 

335. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: {a) What is the rate of interest of the 
Imperial Bank of India now? 

(b) What is the rate of interest of the Bank of England on the same 
date? 

(c) Is there a marked difference in the rates of interest? If so, why? 

(d) What was the Imperial Bank of India reserve on the day the rate 
Was increased from 5 to 6 per cent.? 



LEOISLATZVB ASSEMBLY. 


564 


[8rd Feb. 1931. 


The HonoaraUe Sir George Schuster: (a), (b) and (c). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to my reply to Lala Hari Baj Swamp 's question 
No. 267. on 2nd February, 1931. 

(d) The bank rate was raised from 5 to 6 per cent, on the 20th Novem- 
ber, 1930. The Imperial Bank’s cash on the 14th November and on the 
21st November was 24,89 lakhs and 20,27 lakhs respectively. 

Reshuffling of the Administrative Abbas of State-owned Rail* 

WAYS. 

336. *Dr. Ziauddln Ahmad: (o!) Are Government aware that the organi- 
sation of the Post and Telegraph offices is provincialised? 

(b) Have Government ever considered the desirability of reshuffling 
the administrative areas of State-owned railways and making them coin- 
cide with the provincial areas? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The reply is in the negative. 

(b) No; and Government do not consider that any re-arrangeraent of 
the railway systems on the basis suggested would be practicable. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: The reply to part (a) of this question is in the 
negative, that is, there is no provincial organization in the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Office. Do I understand that? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The Honourable Member’s question should, 
I think, be put, after due notice, to my Honourable friend Mr. Sams. T 
derived the information from his Department on which I gave a reply to 
part (a). 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I did not follow the reply. 


Purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 

337. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Have the Government of India address- 
ed any letter to the Government of the United Provinces about the 
purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway and the Bohilkund 
and Kumaon Bailway? 

(b) Have Government received its reply? Will the Government be 
pleased to lay it on table? 

(c) Have the Government of India asked the United Provinces Govern- 
ment to find out the opinion of the United Provinces Legislative Council 
about the ])urchase of the Bengal and North Western Bailway? 

(d) Have the Government of India suggested the extension of the 
contract of the Bengal and North Western Railway for another period of 
60 years? 

(r) Are Government considering the flotation of a loan in India, or both 
in India and England for the purchase of the Bengal and North Western 
Railway ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Tes. 

(b) A reply has been received and will be made available to the Com- 
mittee which, as I mentioned in answer to the Honourable Member on the 
26th of. last month, I hope the House will appoint, to examine the whole 
question. Pending that examination, I do not think it desirable to lay 
papers. 
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(c) I understand that His Excellency the Governor of the United Pro- 
inces in Council has decided, at the suggestion of the Government ot 
ndia, to give the Legislative Council of the United Provinces an opportu- 
ity to discuss the question. 

\d) No. 

(e) Consideration of this question must obviously await the decision 
^hich may be reached after the examination by the Committee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: When does the contract with the Bengal t nd 
Torth Western Eailway .terminate? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : It does not terminate automatically. 

[ think the position is that the Government of India can terminate the 
‘ontract by giving notice before the 31st December next. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do Government realise the necessity of settling 
ihis question far in advance of the time when the contract is due to termi- 
aate by giving notice? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I think, Sir, it is desirable to reach 
a decision on that question as soon as possible. I admit that. 

Maulvi .Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Do Government propose to take 
any steps to terminate the contract? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: What I indicated in reply to an 
earlier question put a few days ago by my friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, was 
that Government w'ould propose before the end of this year, the appoint- 
ment of a Committee t6 examine the question of what should be done in 
this matter. 

Appointment of Muslims in Accounts Offices in Railways. 

338. *Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: (a) Is it a fact that, with the except 
tion of one officer on training, there is not a single Muslim superior officer 
in the Audit Department of Railways? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is not a single Muslim in the Audit Depart- 
ment of Railways as (a) Assistant Audit Officer (h) Senior Accountant, and, 
if so, what steps do Government propose to take to have Muslims repre- 
sented in this Department? 

(c) Is it a fact that there has never been a Muslim Officer in the 
Office of the Accountant General, Railways (now Director of Railway 
Audit), and, if so, are Government prepared to take steps to appoint a 
Muslim Officer in this office? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission, Sir, I 
will answer questions Nos. 338 and 339 together. Information is being 
obtained and a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as 
possible. 

Appointment of Muslims in Accounts Offices in Railways. 

1339. *Seth Ha}i Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government please state 
if a Muslim has ever been appointed as (i) Audit Officer; (ii) Assistant Audit 
Officer; (iii) Senior Accountant; (iv) Junior Accountant; and (v) Sub-head 


0 2 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 338. 
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to remove communal inequalities in the Bailway Audit and Accounts 
Bepartment? If so, please state number of each class? 

(b). If not, do Government propose to consider the feasibility of such a 
step? 

j 

Appointment of Muslims in Accounts Offices in Railways. 

340. *Seth Eaji Abdoola Earoon: Is it a fact that not a single Muslim 
has ever been appointed as an officer or as a Superintendent in the Railway 
Clearing Accounts Office? Is it also a fact that there is not a single 
Muslim Officer or Senior Accoimtant in the accounts offices of all State 
Railways except the North Western Railway, and all Company railways 
without exception? If so, why? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am not aware of the position on Company- 
managed railways, but with regard to the Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office, and other Railway Accounts Offices, the answer is in the negative. 


Publication of Pioubbs of Accounts Departments of Railways, 

341. '''Seth Ea]i Abdoola Earoon: Will Government please take steps 
to publish separately figures of accounts departments of Railways in the 
Report of the Railway Board in the same way as the figures of Agency, 
Engineering, Transportation, Commercial, Mechanical Engineering and 
Stores Departments are published? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The statement of gazetted officers in Depart- 
ments employed on Railways published as Appendix F to Volume I of the 
Report by the Railway Board will in future show separately, the number 
of officers of the Railway Accounts Department. 

Lack of Muslim Office Superintendents on the North Western 

Railway. 

342. "'Seth Ea]i Abdoola Earoon: (a) Is it a fact that there is not a 
single Muslim Superintendent in the headquarters office of the North 
Western Railway? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is not a single permanent Muslim Office 
Superintendent in the whole of the North Western Railway system? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (h). The reply is in the affirmative. 

Lower Gazetted Posts on the North Western Railway. 

343. "'Seth Eaji Abdoola Earoon: Will Government please state how 
many lower gazetted posts have been created on the North Western Rail- 
way in the years 1930 and 1931 : 

(a) in the Commercial Department, 

(b) ' in the Transportation Department, 

(c) in the Way . and Works Department, 

(d) in the Mechanical Department, 

and how many of these posts have been given to Indians, 

(i) to Muslims and (ii) to Non-Muslims ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: In December, 1930, six Commercial Superin- 
tendents’ posts in the subordinate service were converted into Lower 
gazetted posts: No permanent promotions have been made to fill the 
posts, but the holders of the posts abolished have been appointed to officiate 
in the new posts pending the Agent’s recommendation how they should be 
filled permanently. 

In 1931, as a result of the revision of the cadres, provision has been 
made for 58 posts in the lower gazetted service. For a large part these 
replace existing posts in other services. They come into being on the 1st 
March, 1931, and the Agent’s proposals for filling them are awaited. 


Appointment of Muslim Officers on State Railways. 

344. *Setli Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Will Government please state what 
steps have been taken by them to give effect to the promises made by the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy and Mr. Hayman in their, speeches made 
on the* 24th February. 1930, on the floor of this House regarding appoint- 
ment of Muslim Officers on State Railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: A memorandum giving the information asked 
for by the Honourable Member is under preparation and, when ready, will 
be placed in the Library of the House. I will also send him a copy. 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: And not to all the other Members? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I think it will be rather a long memorandum. 
I am going to place copies in the Library and send the Honourable Mem- 
ber himself a copy. \ 

■' > 

Appointment of Muslim Officers and Clerks in ire BrArQUAEaiPs 
Offices of the North Western Railway. 

345. *Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Is it a fact that {a) there is not a 
single Muslim Officer or an Office Superintendent or even a Head Clerk 
in the whole of the Personal Branch of the Headquarters Offices, North 
Western Railway, Lahore, (6) the percentage of Muslim clerks in this 
branch is lower than their percentage in the Agent’s Office as a whole? 

(c) If so, are Government prepared to issue instructions to the Agent 
to have the Muslims fairly represented in all the grades of this Branch? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(h) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(c) Promotions to higher grades are made with reference to seniority 
and merit without regard to communal considerations. 

Construction of the Bombay-Sind Direct Railway. 

346. *Seth Half Ahdo^^^ -p*- -- Will Government be pleased to state 
when it is proposed to start the construction of the Bombay-Sind direct 
railway ? 

Mr. A. A. Parsons: I would refer the Honourable Member to my 
answer to Mr. Lalcband Navalrai’s starred question No. 84 on the 20th 
January, 1930. 
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Return to India of Maulvi Obaidullah Sindbi, 

347* ^Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(i) Whether they are aware that Maulvi Obaidullah Sindhi (resident 

of Sialkot) had emigrated from India to Afghanistan more 
than 15 years ago? 

(ii) .Whether it is a fact that Maulvi Obaidullah has remained all 

the past 15 years as a destitute stranger in one or the other 
foreign country either in Asia or in Europe? 

(iii) Whether they are aware that at present Maulvi Obaidullah is 

residing at Mecca in the Hedjaz and is anxious to return to 
India? 

(iv) Whether there are any such serious charges against the said 

Maulvi Obaidullah as to prevent his return to India? If there 
are, what are they? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to declare whether they will or will 
not allow his return to India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) (i) and (ii). I am aware that 
Maulvi Obaidullah went to Afghanistan in 1915 and thereafter to Moscow 
and other countries, but I am not aware that he has been destitute. 

(iii) I am aware that he is in the Hedjaz but I have no information about 
his anxiety to return. 

(iv) There are serious charges against him which I am not in a position 
to disclose at this juncture. 

(h) The Government of India will take all the circumstances connected 
with his case into consideration if and when he applies for facilities to 
return to India. 

But I am not in a position to make any statement at present what their 
decision would be if that case arose. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Is the policy of Government of 
keeping the charges made against Maulvi Obaidullah secret a desirable 
ipolicy ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The circumstances regarding those 
charges are matters of very great intricacy and I do not think that it would 
be in the public interest to make any statement with regard to them. 

. Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: But as the thing took place fifteen 
years ago, is it not now only a matter of history, and do not the Govern- 
ment think that the disclosure of the charges would satisfy the people as 
to the real objection of the Government? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I hope the Honourable Member will 
accept my assurance that, to the best of my judgment, it would not be in 
the public interest to make a statement. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Customs Department. 

348. *Seth Haji Abdooli’ Faroon* Will Government be pleased to state 
what action, if any, the Collector of Customs, Karachi, has taken or 
proposes to take to give effect to the recommendation contained in the 
Government of Bombay’s Notification No. 2610, dated the 6th Pebrua^i 
1925, regarding the appointment of Muslims in the Customs Department? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The orders issued by the Bombay 
■Government have no application to the recruitment of services or posts in 
peipartments under the Central Government and no change in the existing 
orders is contemplated pending the completion of the examination of the 
effect of those orders, which is now in progress. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE SALT INDUSTRY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following Mem- 
])crs have been elected to the Committee to examine the Report of the 
Tariff Board on the salt industry, namely: 

1. Mr. L. V. Heathcote. 

2. Mr. B. Das. 

3. Mr. N. N. Anklesaria. 

4. Mr. R. K. Shanrnukham Chetty. 

5. Mr. C. C. Biswas. 

'6. Nawab Major Malik Talib Mchdi Khan. 

7. Mr. G. Morgan. 

8. Mr. S. C. Shahani. 

9. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon. 

10. Mr. S. C. Mitra. 


ELECTION OF iMEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

ROADS. 

Mr, President: I have to inform the Assembly that the following Mem- 
bers have been elected to serve on the Standing Committee on Roads, 
namely : 

1. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah. 

2. Mr. L. V. Heathcote. 

3. Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan. 

4. Mr. B. Rajaram Pandian. 

5. Mr. M. R. Goswami Puri. 

6. Rao Bahadur S. R. Pandit. 


THE SPECIATi MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi' Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan): Sir, I beg to move thAt the Bill further to amend the 
SpecraT Marriage Act,* 1872, be taken into consideration. 
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[Sir Hari Singh Gonr.] 

Sir, if this were not a hew House, I would not have detained the House 
very long, but I have to explain to the House the reason why I have spon* 
sored this Bill which had been introduced in the late Imperial Legislative 
Council as far back as 1868. Sir, at that time the Bill was not introduced 
by a private Member, but it was introduced by that very eminent lawyer, 
Sir Henry Maine, who was then the Law Member of the Government of 
India, and if Honourable Members will indulge me, I wiir point out to 
them the necessity which then existed and the necessity which has since 
been strengthened and reinforced with the passage of time. Sir. Henry 
Maine in 1868 felt that there was a necessity for the establishment of a 
general civil marriage law in this country, and in introducing his Bill, 
he pointed out that as the Government of India were religiously neutral, 
it was the duty of the Government of India to establish a neutral marriage 
law. That Bill was under discussion from 1868 to 1872, when it was on- 
acted in a restricted form, popularly known as the Brahmo Marriage Act. 
But the necessity for a general civil marriage law had long been felt in 
this country, and in 1908, Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu re-introduced the 
Bill which had been, as I have pointed out, first introduced by the then 
Law Member in 1868. That Bill was circulated, but after circulation, Mr. 
Bhupendra Nath Basu left the Imperial Legislative Council and the Bill 
itself was shelved. Mr. Patel, when be was a Member of the Imperial 
Legislative Council, again revived it, and later on, in 1921, Sir, I re- 
introduced the Bill, and it was circulated, and after collection of opinions 
in the provinces it was referred to a Select Committee. But my Muham- 
madan friends in those days objected to the inclusion of their community 
in that Bill, and out of deference to them I cut them out as well as a few 
other communities and it became then enacted as the Special Marriage 
Act of 1923, which legalises marriages, between Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs 
and Jains. 

Now, the necessity wliioh existed for the (jstablishmeut of a general 
marriage law in 1868 is a necessity which, as I have said, has grown greater 
with the passage of time. Let me summarise the views of that eminent 
jurist. Sir Henry Maine, .as given by him in his speech on that Marriage 
Bill in 1868. He said that tiic Government of India had passed a Lex 
Loci Act the object of which was to give every person the freedom of cons- 
cience. As a necessary corollary of the passage of a Lex Loci Act the 
Government of India were bound to pass a civil marriage law. This is 
what he says: 

“It is incredible to me that, except by an oversight, they should have expressly 
provided for the protection of the right of inheritance, but should ha-vo omitted to 
provide for the right of contracting marriage, without which that inheritance cannot 
arise.” 

Then, turning to the religious argument, ho says that the Hindu marriage 
and the Muhammadan marriage and the other communal marriages arc 
sanctioned by local usage, and because they are sanctioned by customary 
usage, they are only legal within the area where the custom operates. 
They have no international validity, and therefore, so far as the marriages 
in India under the personal laws of the parties are concerned, while they 
are perfectly good within India, the moment people go out of India those 
marriages are open to question. In a very recent case reported in Law 
Beports, 1930, probate page 217, this very question was discussed at very 
12 TVOOW Great length, and the principle that was laid d(jwn in that cosc 
is this. The Judges said marriage in Christendom and indeed 
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in the civilised part of the world means a monogamous marriage, marriage 
of one man to one woman to the exclusion of all others. Any marriage 
that takes place in violation of this principle is not a marriage within the 
meaning of law. That, I submit, is the principle which they enunciated 
here. 

An Honourable Member: Which High Court? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: The English High Court, and here is a book by 
Mr. Geary on “Marriage and Family Eelations*'. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : 
Who is he? We have not heard of him. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I will lend my book to you. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I want to knovr his credentials. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: His credentials are unquestionable. He is 
barrister of the Inner Temple. This is what he says : 

marriage when a former husband or wife is alive is null, as well by the spiritual 
as by the Common Law, and they are not husband and wife de facto. For polygamy 
and polyandry are forbidden by Christianity and the law of England and every other 
civilised country and the law of England will not recognise a Mormon or polygamous 
marriage.” 

That was laid down as far back as 1888 by the Court of Chancery, and as 
1 have pointed out, that principle was re -established and reaffirmed in the 
later case to which I have referred. I would not have drawn Honourable 
Members’ attention to this fact were it not for the fact that a very large 
number of Indians rnigi’ate to South Africa and other parts of Europe and 
America. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Eural) : It would be wise on your part if y ou were also to migrate 
to South Africa. It will be useful to you as well as to the House. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Now\ as regards the law that is applicable, the 
principle of marriage law on the Continent of Europe, in England and 
Anifrica and in South Africa, and indeed so far as I am aware in all the 
British Dominions, is a statutory marriage to the exclusion of all parochial, 
customary or local marriages. Consequently, when Indians go to South 
Africa, the one question with which they are confronted is: Is your mar- 
riage registered under any statute? And if it is not registered, a great deal 
of difficulty arises as to the recognition of these matrimonial ties not sanc- 
tioned by the law of the land, and that is exactly the case in the whole 
of Europe where no marriage is recognised unless it is a statutory marriage, 
which means a marriage under the civil law. I therefore submit that, 
apart from the other questions to which I shall presently refer, a statute 
must be enacted in this country for the p*urpose of registering marriages, 
marriages which would be good not only in India but throughout the 
civilised world. That, I submit, is the jirime necessity of the State, and 
it was pointed out by Sir Henry Maine in his opening speech to which I 
have referred. This is what Sir Henry Maine points out: 

“But the theory which imposed religious marriage in Ebropo has never had any 
counterpart in India. In European countries the legislator believed or professed^ to 
believe that some one religion was true and could alone impart efficacy to Iho rites 
by which marriage was celebrated. That was his justification, whatever it was worth 
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For the protection of that one religion and in its interest, he compelled everybody 
to submit to its ceremonial. But there never has been anything like this in India 
under the British Government and whatever were the theory of the Muhammadans, 
there was nothing like it in their practice. It is a famous saying of a well known 
French Statesman, that *the law should be atheistic’. Well, if the expression be permis- 
sible, the law of marriage has in this country always been atheistic, in the sense that 
it has been perfectly indifferent between several religions of which no two could be 
true. One may be true but not two. This peculiarity of Indian law results in the 
rule that a man may at pleasure desert the religion in which he was bom and contract 
a civil marriage. A Hindu can become a Christian or a Muhammadan, or he may 
adopt the Fetichism of the Kols or Santhals and he can contract a lawful marriage. 
But if he stops short of that, as the law stands, marriage is denied to him. Take 
the case of a Hindu becoming Muhammadan, a kind of conversion which goes on every 
day of our lives. The convert is compelled by the principles of his new religio^i to 
regard the faith of his ancestors as hateful .*ind contemptible. But if he does not 
go so far as that, if he retains some tenderness for his old faith, and continues to 
regard it as not absolutely evil, he is debarred from all share in the fundamental 
institution of organised civil society. Such a state of the law is unexampled in Europe. 
Nothing in the Western World has any relevancy towards it or bearing on it.” 

Honourable Members will thus see that, looking at the question from 
a constitutional point of view, it was the duty of every State to provide a 
non-denominational marriage law, and I therefc.ro submit that Sir Henry 
Maine was perfectly right in 1868 when he introduced his civil marriage 
law. I venture to submit that it was the duty of the Government, after 
the lead given by Sir Henr>^ Maine, to push on with the enactment of the 
civil marriage law. I have told you that the Government were guilty of 
the abnegation of their duty in not doing what I submit it was their duty 
to do. It was left to they enterprise of private Members, and three Honour- 
able Members whose names T have mentioned ventured to fill this lacuna 
in the civil law of India. I therefore submit that, so far as a priori consi- 
derations are concerned, I have made out an unanswerable case for the 
establishment of a civil marriage law in this country. Then, Sir, civil 
marriage law, as I have said, exists in the whole of Europe, and as Honour- 
able Members are aware, it exists today in the two large Moslem countries 
of Turkey and Egypt. India is the only countr/ east of Suez where we 
have not got a purely civil mairfage law. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What is vour authority for saying that 
such a marriage law exists in Turkey and Egypt? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My friend, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, was a 
Member of this House when the Turkish deputation came to this country 
and I am perfectly certain that his memory cannot be short when those 
members of the deputation asked their co-religionists to support a purely 
civil marriage law because it was the law of Angora. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: They never did so; at any rate I have no 
information about it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Very well, you can inquire. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: But you should quote the authority. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Then, Sir, I pass on now to the present law 
of the country. What I am trying to do is not to introduce an innovation 
in the marriage laws of this country. If a Hindu or a Muhammadan 
wishes to marry outside his community,, he is entitled to do so everwhere 
outside India. In England he can contract a civil marriage. He can con- 
tract a civil marriage on board a British ship, let us say three miles out o 
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Bombay or Calcutta, or out of any of the British Indian, ports, because a 
British ship is in the eyes of the law a floating island and subject to the 
English law on the high seas. Consequently an Indian too, if he wishes 
to contract a civil marriage, is today entitled to contract a civil marriage 
anywhere outside the territorial waters of India. 

An Honourable Member: That is nowhere stated. 

Mr. Mubammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Hural) : 
AVill it be recognized as a lawful marriage in India? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: My friend asks me whether it will be recognized 
ns a lawful marriage in India. A civil marriage, Sir, — and my friend is a 
barrister, he ought to know — .... 

Maulvi ..^uhammad Yakub: But you are ako a barrister. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: .... creates an international status and is quite 
^ood all over the world. 

An Honourable Member: Except in India. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: And I hope I have tried to point out that it is 
only a civil marriage that is a good marriage throughout the world 
because it has the sanction of the Legislature. Any other form of 
marriage, whether under the Hindu or the Muhammadan law or under 
any personal lav/ of the parties, is not a marriage which is recognized and 
of that universal vogue throughout the world : and it is for that reason that 
Sir Henry Maine in 1868 wanted to endow you with a civil marriage law, 
and it is for that reason that subsequent attempts have been made by 
non-official Members to supply this defect in the Indian legal system. 
Now, I think I have said enough on the question of the history of this 
Bill and on the point that, in trying to enact this law we are following the 
good example of all the other civilized countries of the world. I have 
further pointed out that the establishment of a civil marriage law in India 
will only remove a territorial disability which exists here, and that the 
i-ight of an Indian to contract a civil marriage is inherent and can be en- 
forced everywhere outside British India. That being the case, I 
(*annot understand the attitude of my opponents; and I cannot allow my 
motherland to be under this perpetual scourge and disability that an 
Indian who can marry and exercise his ordinary civil right outside India, 
the moment he puts his foot upon his own land, becomes immediately 
clothed with this disability and is not able to do what he is free to do 
anywhere outside his own country. That, I submit, is a disability which 
every patriotic Indian should combine to remove from his country, and 
therefore. Sir, I ask the concurrence of this House in removing this blot 
not only upon the Indian Statute-book but upon the fair name of India. 
{An Honourable Member: '‘Oh’M) (Laughter.) Then w^e shall be asked — 
I have no doubt that some of my friends on both sides of the House 
^ust be indulging in what I may call the personal equation — and mv 
Muhammadan friends especially must be asking, how is this Bill to be 
reconciled with their own religious laws? That, Sir, is a perfectly Just 
argument of my friends. Now, Sir, I wish to convince my friends. Take 
the case of the Mussalmans. So far as they are concerned, they will 
probably see from my Bill that it is a purely voluntary Bill, that it is 
optional Bill which does not compel anybody to marry under the Bill or 
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not marry at all. Therefore, I submit that, so far as my Mussalman 
friends are concerned they need not be in that trepidation in which my 
friend, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, finds himself, because he has been 
making frantic efforts and going about with a sheet of paper in his hand 
to his co-Mussalman friends and asking them to sign in advance their 
death warrant and say that whether they are convinced by my arguments 
or not, they will oppose this Bill. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: As you have been asking all the other 
Members to support you. ^ 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I have never asked any of them to do a wrong 
thing. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : I think according 
to my friend the only fault of Muhammadans is that they believe in their 
own religion ? 

.pir Hari Singh Gour: I am afraid Maulvi Muhammad Yakub was 
internally conscious of the weakness in his case, and he thought that he 
must take time by the forelock because, if he lets the other Honourable 
Members hear the reasons given in support of the Bill, they may find 
themselves converted to my view; and it is to prevent them. 

An Honourable Member: There are a very few of them. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: fs it for the first time that you are wasting 
our time by asking us to hear those reasons? 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: It is for the purpose of preventing Honourable 
Members from becoming converts to my view that my esteemed friend, 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, has taken time by the forelock; but I assure 
him in all sincerity that if he would only calmly consider the merits of 
this Bill, he will find that there is everything to support that Bill and 
nothing to oppose it. 

An Honourable Member; Certainly not. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; Have not my Mussalman friends, brothers, sisters 
and daughters to marry ? Is it not that with the growing tide of public 
opinion, my Mussalman friends, along with the Hindus, would like to 
institute the system of monogamous marriages? Sir, a monogamous 
marriage is at the present moment in this country impossible under the 
personal laws, the communal laws of both Hindus and Muhammadans; and 
^ marriage optional, they can have a civil marriage In 
which monogamy is enforced; and I ask my Mussalman friends to seriously 
consider this aspect of the question. 

Mr. D. K. Lahlrl Ohaudhtiiy: What about the Hindus? I ask my 
Honourable fnend to say whether he is a Hindu or not. 

An Honourable Member: He is not. 

his Honourable Member may be allowed to continue' 
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Sir Haxi Singh Oour: Now that is the first point. -Now take the other 
point. It is stated in the Statement of Objects and Beasons that suppos- 
ing my Mussalman friends will say that “We are entitled under the 
Shariat f under our own law, to marry a believer in one God, and conse- 
quently Mussalmans are entitled to marry a Christian or a Jew because 
they are both monotheists**. But where is the law in this country which 
will permit them to marry her? It is the behest of the scribe, which 
cannot be^ enforced in this country because there is no marriage law. If 
therefore," my Muslim friends want to marry the monotheists, then this law 
will give them the power to do so. 

The third point is this. My Muslim friends will note that, at the pre- 
sent moment under the Customary law which has eclipsed and obscured 
the purity of their Koranic law, the various sub -sects of the Muslims are 
not entitled to intermarry. Now, Sir, my Bill gives them that liberty. 
It is not a question that this Bill compels anybody to marry outside his 
caste or to marry outside his creed. It provides you with a machinery for 
the purpose of contracting a monotheistic or monogamous marriage at your 
pleasure and at your discretion. Therefore, I submit, it is only a source 
of strength to the people of this country, and I cannot understand how 
any caste or community should object to it. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. Jayakar, who spoke on this Bill 
on the last occasion in this House, appealed to the people of this country 
that with the growing sense and feeling of nationality, at any rate let all 
Indians be one upon this statute. I ask ray Muslim friends, I ask every 
one in this House, whether the time has not come for bringing this unify- 
ing measure on to the Statute-book, which compels nobody, but which 
at any rate establishes the theoretical equality of all kinds and conditions 
of people in this country. I therefore submit that there can be no reason- 
able objectioYi to the passing of this measure. I will only ask Honourable 
Members seriously to consider and not to run away with their passions or 
with their prejudices. If they seriously consider and indulge in argument 
and reason, they will very soon find that there is absolutely nothing that 
they should take objection to in this perfectly innocuous and innocent 
measure intended to arm the people of this country with a right which all 
civilised people possess outside India and which Indians acquire the moment 
they leave India. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Special Marriage Act, 1872, be taken into 
consideration.” 

Mr. Krishnamachariar has given notice of an amendment for circula- 
tion. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Eural) : May I first oppose the motion for consideration of 
the Bill, then take the result and decide whether the amendment for cir- 
culation should be moved or not? 

Mr. President: This is the Honourable Member’s opportunity to move 
his amendment. If no amendment is moved, the voting will be for and 
against the consideration of the measure and at that stage, if the motion 
for consideration is passed, then it means that the Bill has been accepted 
by the House. The Honourable Member is perfectly free either to move 
or not to move his amendment. 
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Babadur O. Kiisbnamachariar: In the circumstances, I do not 
propose to move my amendment for circulation. Sir, this amendinent of 
the Special Marriage Act has been a hardy annual since 1921, and 
howmuchsoever you try to suppress it, it always rears its head agaiix 
and again. So I consider that now that an occasion has arisen, it should 
be beaten with a big stick and laid to rest once and for all so that we 
may not hear of it again (Hear, hear). For these reasons, I do not propose 
to move my amendment for circulation, but straightaway proceed with the 
motion for opposing the consideration of the motion made by my Honour- 
able friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour. Sir, we have been treated to flights 
of international status and conditions existing in England and in all 
civilised countries. It is a very good essay or sermon, but I am a plain 
man coming from rural parts and quite content with the status that India 
at present possesses so far as these subjects are concerned, quite content 
with what wo already have, with what our ancestors have already given us 
and which I hope our descendents, as long as the sun and the moon last 
will keep dear. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division ; Muhammadan Bural) : Then why 
do you want Dominion Status? 

Ra]a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Personal status and political 
status are quite different. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: But your forefathers did not have them. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Now at present we are concerned 

with the status created by marriage and with nothing else. Throughout 
the speech of my Honourable friend, he had been treating us to what the 
great Sir Henry Maine — a very great lawyer, a man of very great ability 
and I think a man with international reputation — what he attempted to 
do, but which a wicked Government, after he turned his back from this 
place entirely forgot and out of sheer ingratitude did not follow the lead 
that he gave. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What about Mr. Basu? 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Unfortunately my Honourable 
friend, whether out of forgetfulness or out of choice, did not look up 
what happened immediately after Sir Henry Maine left these shores. 
A ^ gentleman of equal eminence, equal ability of the name of Sir James 
Pitz James Stephen took the place of Sir Henry Maine. At the time 
when he introduced that Bill, Sir Henry Maine was confronted with a 
very very restricted request that was made to him on behalf of the 
Brahmos of Bengal. Those people were the dissenters from the Hindu 
religion and their position as described by Sir James Stephen was that 
no form of marriage legally constituted and valid beyond all doubt or 
question was provided for them and I do not know whether such a state 
of things is not a greater grievance than a downright disability to marry.*’ 
That was the position which confronted Sir Henry Maine, and after con- 
sidering all the points before him, he framed a Bill, Sir Henry Maine 
proposed — am reading from the proceedings of the Legislature— ^ibo make 
the Brahmo question the opportunity for passing a measure of the most 
comprehensive nature. That, Sir, is a mistake which he committed » 
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He overdid what he had to do, with the result that when the measure was 
circulated to Local Governments and public bodies for their opinion, 
there was a mass of opinions received which showed the great opposition 
that the country raised against the Bill. Then it was found by the Gov- 
ernment of India “that the Bill, as drawn by Sir Henry Maine, would 
involve an interference with Native law which we did not consider justifi- 
able under all the circumstances of the case“. That was the reason why 
that Bill could not be proceeded with, not because an ungrateful Govern- 
ment thought that, now that Sir Henry Maine was out of the way, they 
could do anything they liked with the Bill. Sir, the Bill that he intro- 
duced interfered with Native law, and Government did not consider that 
they were justified in doing so. As for Sir Henry Maine’s comprehensive 
proposals, I think my Honourable friend Dr. Gour would be interested 
in reading the speeches of Sir James Fitz James Stephen where, after 
expressing his profound respect for the opinion expressed by that 
great lawyer, he says, “Sir Henry Maine appears to me to have taken 
a view of the position of Native law in this country with which I cannot 
altogether agree”. I do not think. Sir, I would be justified in wasting 
the time of the House by quoting several pages from these proceedings 
to show how Sir James Fitz James Stephen justified the position that 
Sir Henry Maine entirely mistook the actual conditions existing in India 
at that time and therefore gave vent to certain observations upon which 
my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, fastened three-fourths of his 
arguments. Now, Sir, after Sir Henry Maine had left these shores, Sir 
James Fitz James Stephen introduced a modified Bill which even evoked 
a greater opposition, but in the end it passed as what we all know as 
the Special Marriage Act, 1872. That Act apparently satisfied the majority 
of the people of the country, for no one heard anything about it for 
36 years, until Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu one morning thought that 
the people of India were being ground down by this law and it should 
be liberalised; and therefore the brilliant idea struck him that a Bill 
should be introduced whereby a member of any community might marry 
a member of any other community and thus create what my friend Dr, 
Gour is trying to do today. That Bill proposed that there should be 
marriage between any two persons of any tw^o communities of either 
sex without distinction of caste, creed or colour. It was introduced in 
1908, and it met with very strong opposition both from the Government 
and from the people of the country. At that time Mr. Jenkins, a Bombay 
gentleman, I believe, who was in the Government of India, very strongly 
opposed it and it vras also opposed by the then Home Member, Sir 
Beginald Craddock, with the result that the Bill was thrown out. Then 
time passed. Mr. Patel, the distinguished ex-President of this august 
Assembly, thought that he would take what he considered to be the line* 
of least resistance and rather than introduce a comprehensive measure, 
first felt his ground by introducing what he considered or what he cabled a 
Hindu Marriage Validating Bill, according to which he proposed to validate* 
marriages between various sub-sections and sub-castes of the Hindus. 
That Bill, after a storm of discussion, went before the Select Committee. 
The Select Committee I believe reported, but further proceedings did not 
take place because of the then impending reforms, and Mr. Patel took 
the suggestion that was made to him that it would be much better if a 
Bill of that nature wbr introduced in the reformed Assembly. That was- 
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the portion at the time when these reforms came into existence.- I thinlf 
this will be the proper place for me to explode once for all the claim 
that the introduction of the reforms has given the carte blanche to people 
who otherwise dp not seem to have anything to do in this world, except 
to tackle every religious and social usage and to create confusion as far 
as they possibly can with the help of this Legislature. Now, Sir, what 
did the Eeforms Act do? It enlarged the Legislative Councils: it gave, 
so far as this Assembly is concerned, an elected majority. What else? 
What about representation? Has it in any way enlarged the representa- 
tion in such a manner that the interests of the various communities are 
properly represented, and in such a manner that when these gentlemen 
came here and said, or pretended to say, that they represented a certain 
community, their statement could be taken as a fact? Sir, the reforms 
while giving a few extra seats, have not even provided for those forms of 
procedure by which a person, who comes here as a representative, could 
at least prim a facie raise a presumption in his favour that he is a repre- 
sentative of the community to which he belongs, or which he says he 
represents. On the other hand, those people w’ho fight the elections, do 
not fight upon any principle. They have no programme, nor are they 
returned upon any particular ticket. Each man fights, and as most of 
the Honourable gentlemen here know’, preference is either by personality 
or by caste or community. 

Mr. S. d. Jog (Berar Representative): That may be your experience 
but it is not the case with everybody. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Do they do that in the other countries? 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: I do not know what they do in 
the otiier countries, and I do hope that my experience is mistaken. I 
should very much like to see my Honourable friend stand up and say 
that he or anybody else represents the community or the place from which 
he comes exactly in the same w^ay that a regular representative institution 
works in other parts of the world. However, that is neither here nor 
there. 

Sir, T was on the point as to how far the introduction of the reforms 
has given these gentlemen any liberty to interfere with the religious rites 
and usages any more than what they did before the introduction of the 
Eeforms. I say, and I say most emphatically, that no such liberty has 
been given, and the position is the same exactly as it w’as before the 
introduction of the Eeforms. Directly these Eeforms came into existence, 
the first step that was taken in this Assembly was to see if the Hindu 
law could not be codified. There seems to be some fatality dogging this 
Hindu law, because when there were so many other questions in the 
country, economic questions, questions which would raise the status of the 
country, these things were neglected. It is only f;he Hindu law w’hich is 
being pursued and pursued and pursued to death. So the first question 
that arose before this Assembly was to codify the Hindu law’^; and up 
arose our friend Dr. Gour, a past master in the art of writing text-books 
and Hindu codes. And although he supported it very strongly, unfortu- 
nateilv our friend. Dr. Sanru, was too much for him. There was a passage- 
•at-arms between him and Dr. Sapni, and eventually Dr. Sapru won. So 
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the codification proposal fell through and the opinions collected now lie 
in the Library with no one to look into. them. But our friend Dr. Gour 
is not going to be put down by that. He is one of those gentlemen who 
do not know what defeat is or where the defeat is. So he began to frame 
Bills, and one of the unfortunate Bills that he framed — I say unfortunate 
because of the result not on account of him — was about the amendment 
of the Special Marriage Act. This started in 1921. Remember, the re- 
formed Council started in 1921, and Dr. Gourds Bill also started simul- 
taneously in 1921. Now, a Bill was introduced similar to the one that is 
now being fought, in a rfiore comprehensive manner, and all the eloquence 
that my friend could muster to his side was not sufficient to induce this 
House to agree to that Bill going to the Select Committee. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: No, Sir, the Bill did go to the Select Committee. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Weil, Sir, the Bill went to the 
Select Committee, but eventually at any rate it was negatived. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: It was not negatived. I withdrew it. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Very well then. It was positived. 
(Laughter.) 1 am perfectly right when I said that the Bill did not go 
to the Select Committee. Tn the year 1922 in the Delhi Session my friend 
fought and fought. There was a regular discussion and after all the argu- 
ments that lie had been able to put forward with such great force and 
weiglit, the Assembly would not agree to refer it to Select Committee. I 
am perfectly right in this, and I challenge my Honourable friend to con- 
tradict me. Then they all went up to Simla. In Simla you know that 
(he House is somewhat thinner. People who go to Dellii, some of them 
at least like myself, probably are not particularly anxious to go to Simla 
and expose themselves to the cold there. So my friend took advantage 
of that. T do hot mean it in any offensive manner. The Bill was intro- 
duced and my friend, ]\Ir. Rangachariar, who was at that time a very 
sfout opponent of the Bill, raised a point of order. But unfortunately 
there arc certain loopholes in the rules — T have myself taken a great deal 
of advantage of them during my practice at the Bar — which led my Hon- 
oiirable friend to introduce that Bill and to make a motion that it be 
leferred to a Select Committee, although only two months previous to 
that his motion to the same effect was defeated at Delhi. The point of 
Older raised by Mr. Rangachariar was overruled and rightly overruled and 
he got his motion passed. How? 83 against 34. T believe in billiards 
and other games there is what is called a fluke. Tn the same way my 
Honourable friend got it by a fluke, 33 against 34. Tt went before a Select 
Committee. How the very same gentleman who negatived (he. reference 
to a Select Committee in Delhi came to agree to the reference being 
made in Simla? Tt is not at this distance of time possible for me to say 
from a perusal of all the debates what took place at that time. However, 
the fact is there, that it went before a Select Committee. The Select Com- 
mittee reported and it came back, and eyentually it got passed with the 
blessing of friends who in the beginning opposed, but later supported, one 
of them being my friend, Mr. Rangachariar, upon whose support Dr. Gour 
made so much in his last speech, and he is perfectly entitled to do so, 
heenuso Mr. Rangachariar was an uncompromising opponent of this Bill 
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during the Delhi Session. But he thought that orthodox opinion had been 
completely placated by the amendment of certain sections of the Act and 
therefore he agreed. However, Sir, the Bill was passed and it became 
Act XXX of 1928. The result is that our friend, Dr. Gour, reached the 
stage which Mr. Patel wanted to reach, with a slight extension, because 
Mr. Patel's Bill was only a Bill for inter-caste marriages. Here it included' 
the Buddhists, Sikhs and the Jains. This Bill had the support among 
others of my friend, Sir Sivaswami Iyer, who frankly confessed that the 
opinion of the country was against that Bill. I ask Dr. Gour 
to make particular note of that. Although his Act of 1923 
was passed, and passed 1 say by a fluke. Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer, one 
of the distinguished supporters of his Bill, said that although he supported 
it, the country was against it. But why did he support? Because he 
put the freedom of conscience over everything else and it was the duty 
of every Government to uphold freedom of conscience in every man. What 
did the freedom of conscience consist in? Under the Act of 1872, if you 
wanted to take advantage of it, you had to make a declaration that you 
did not profess the Muhammadan, the Hindu or the Buddhist or the Parsee 
or any of those faiths. You had, in order to marry a certain girl, make 
that declaration, a lie, as has been stated by an Honourable gentleman 
in the course of the debate on that Bill. So my friend, Sir Sivaswami 
Iyer, said, “That won't do. T do not believe in the declaration that T 
make; it is a false statement. No legislature in the world can compel 
me to make a statement which T know to bo false". This again is perfectly 
right. But my friend looked at one side of the picture. There is another 
side of the picture. Are you a Hindu really? If you are a Hindu, you 
have got to ennform to the laws and traditions which the Hindu religion 
enjoins upon you. My friend. Sir Sivaswami Iyer, forgot that. When a 
man goes about trying to marry a Muhammadan lady, he is not a Hindu. 
But what does he want? He does not want that a declaration should bo 
made that he is not a Hindu, but at the same he wants the world to believe 
that he is a Hindu. Ts that conscience? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: No. no. He makes no declaration at all about it. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: He need not make a declaration. 
But what he was after is this. If you read the debates — I have not got 
the time, nor have I got the inclination to waste the time of this House — 
but if you read the debates you will find the reason why that Bill was 
introduced. “I do not want to say that I am not a Hindu when I am a 
Hindu and T want to b(^ a Hindu. Why do you compel me to make 
that declaration? Because ray heart is after that girl and I want to 
marry her, why should the law compel me to make that declaration? So 
please allow me to marry that girl and at the same time pretend to the 
world that I am a Hindu". So I ask Sir Sivaswami Iyer. How can you 
make a statement which is not correct? It is against your conscience. Can 
you say that you are a certain man and also you are not that man? Ip 
it not a matter of conscience? Of course that is a matter between these 
gentlemen and their conscience. And my friend, Dr. Gour, was happy 
and everybody was happy except the Hindu community. The Hindu com- 
munity got roped in and Dr. Nand Lai. who was one of the Members at 
that time, deplored the fact that the Hindus, being a disunited section 



THE SPECIAL MAKBIAQE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 581 

of this august Assembly, got themselves roped in, whereas the Muham- 
madans, by their cleverness, by their intelligence — ^these are not my words 
but a paraphrase of Dr. Nand Lai’s words — and by their unity, have' got 
out of it. However, whether by running away from the Muhammadans, 
or by placating them, or by whatever means, my friend Dr. Gour has 
got it and he has got the certificate of Mr. Jayakar, whom I have not 
had the honour of knowing personally, that he has immortalised his name 
in this country for his work in the Assembly by getting this Act of 
1923 passed. Thus our friend Dr. Gour *8 name has become immortal in 
tho annals of this Assembly. Immortality is the end and aim of life, 
and when you have attained immortality you have got everything that 
you want in this world. One should have thought that Dr. Gour would 
have been satisfied with the position that he then obtained and would 
liave kept quiet^ and made no further attempt. But unfortunately the 
appetite grew with the eating, and he realised that somehow or other there 
were one or two sections of the community which he had not roped in 
before and now he wants to have a chance to get at them. So he drafted 
a Bill in 1928 — the present Bill — and he introduced it in the Assem- 
bly 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: It is the revival of the old Bill of 1921. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: in part, because one part 

has already been passed : that is what I say ; 1 am afraid 1 have not nuide 
myself sufficiently clear and that is the reason for his interruption. The 
old Bill comprised every section of the community in India. Under the 
Act of 1923, my friend got the Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains and made 
them immortal ; but there were two other communities that were still left in 
India and he wanted those communities also to be roped in, why? to 
give them this grand international reputation of getting their marriages 
registered. Therefore he brought forward this Bill. The Bill was, h\ 
motion before this Assembly, circulated. I hope my friend, Dr. Gour, at 
least has gone through those opinions. But I find that he is not parti- 
cularly satisfied with them, because he has not touched upon them ; they 
wore opinions collected at his own instance, and it is somewhat singular 
that, in the eloquent speech that he has delivered this morning, he should 
have entirely ignored those opinions; and for a very good reason too. If 
you peruse these opinions, you find that there is a vast majority of 
Opinions against this Bill. Therefore he very wisely, as a good lawyer and 
as a tactician, ignored entirely those opinions, even in the discussion this 
morning; and then when it came for the Bill to be pushed through, some- 
how or other, I do not know why, while the putative father. Dr. Gour. was 
there, the. adoptive father, Mr. ‘ Jayakar, adopted the Bill and in a ver^ 
lucid speech, which does great credit to his head, explained the position 
and made a statement which I hope is incorrect for the sake of the 
reputation of the Government .... 

Mr. K. Alimed: He was the Deputy Leader of your party and you 
followed him. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamacliarlar: I do not know what party I be- 
longed to. Mr. Jayakar in the course of the highly instructive and able 
ppeoch that he delivered on that occasion stated thnt t)r. Oour's Bill, 
^"hich eventually became law in 1923, was not pushed to the extreme 
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length of including the Muhammadans in it because the Government 
promised their support to Dr. Gour upon the principle that half a loaf 
was better than no bread. This is what Mr. Jayakar said . « . . 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; No, no. That was the Age of Consent. 

Ba]a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Probably, but this is what Mr. 

Jayakar said in his speech so far as this Bill is concerned. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: That half loaf would come later. (Laughter.) 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: That half loaf had been digested; 
it is the other halt* that appears now on the table. The one half in the 
shape of the Act of 1923 has already been digested; now it is the other 
half which is before us, and the question is whether anybody is prepared 
to stomach it or not. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: It is for you to choose. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: The present Assembly will choose 
between me and Dr. Gour. So far as the present Bill is concerned, the 
position is this : whereas under the old law the four communities could 
marry inter so and contract a valid marriage, the present position is that 
anybody, any man, may marry a woman belonging to any caste without 
any restriction whatsoever. That is the Bill that my friend now seeks 
to introduce. There was a great deal of arguTnent put forward by liiiii, 
but I have not heard anything in support or in justification of the Bill 
that he has now introduced, nor did I hear any argument in support ol 
the provisions of that Bill. What I would respectfully ask is, what parti- 
cular mission has my friend Dr. Gour in this matter, that he tries to 

strike at the root of tlie whole fabric of Indian society, Hindu and Muham- 
madan ; because his Bill is of such a nature that if you pass it, you thereby 
introduce the European idea of marriage, and by an Act of Parliament 
turn the Hindu and Muhammadan into an Englishman. That is really 
the effect of that Bill. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Why do you want joint electorates at all then? 
(Laughter.) 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: The Bill would have the effect of 
declaring that religion was not essential to the marriage laws oFHindus 
and ^luhammadans and that not merely as regards mere forms and cere- 
monies but as regards the people who are permitted to marry. If that 

is not striking at the root of the fabric of Indian society — ^I do not care' 

whether it is Hindu or Muhammadan — ^what else is it? Under the Hindu 
law and under the Muhammadan law, religion forms part of the marriage. 
Without it there is no marriage at all, and yet the law that is now 
attempted to be passed would be a law which does not take any account 
of religion, and that. Sir, is what I call striking at the root of the Hindu 
religion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What other countries have not got religion — ^the 
advanced and civilised countries of the world? 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: I am coming to the civilised 
countries a little bit later. That brings me to the consideration of the 
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question as to what exactly is the nature of marriage. Among the Hindus 
it is one of the 48 purificatory ceremonies that one has got to undergo 
in order to realise the objects laid down in the sacred books. The Hindu 
marriage, according to the Dharmaahaatraa, marks the beginning of the 
second and perhaps the most onerous of the four stages of a Hindu's life, 
Orihaathasrama, 

Sir Hari Singh Ctour: But nobody interferes wih your religion or with 
your marriage. 

Ra]a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Sir, the Bill does interfere—- 

I do not knowi it anybody interferes. It is called a Sambhara. 
generally translated as a sacr«ament, or a purificatory ceremony, 
the performance of which removes the taint of seed and womb. 
It is an obligatory ceremony in the case of girls, just as the Uyancuiauam , 
or the wearing of the sacred thread, is in the case of the boys of the three 
regenerate classes. According to the Vedas, the word '*PafnV* means 
and is intended to connote a woman who with her Pali would take part 
in sacrifices. A Brahmin woman married to a Brahmin is alone called a 
Paint, The very word **Bhar{ia'\ whicli irieans wife, has a religious 
significance attached to it. According to the Shastras, no religious ceremony 
could be performed and none is complete without the lawfully wedded 
wife taking an equal part in it. Indeed, she is an indispensable factor 
in securing the Grihaatha, the four objects in life, the goal for Hindus, 
viz., DJumna, Artha, Kama and Mohhaha. The temple rites and ceremonies 
could not be performed except by a Grihasfha, as he alone could take 
the Dihsha. In fact everything connected^ with tlie Hindu can only be 
performed with the wife as a consenting party. Sir, w^e are lawfully 

j ^ ^ advised that there is no such thing as Grihaathaarama, and the 
Shastras enjoin upon the King the necessity of guarding the 
Grihaathaarama because it is that which protects all the other a shram an 
constituting the Hindu society. Now, that is the position according to 
the Hindu law, and that position has been admitted over and over again 
by the spokesmen of the British Government ever since 18fi8, when the 
Native Marriage Act was introduced in the Council. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: If we allow both' the systems to go on. yours will die 
put. 

Ea]a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Everybody has got to die some 

day or other, sooner or later. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Let us see who dies first. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Sir, **It appears to me", said Sir 
James Fitz Stephen, “that Hindu law and religion on the subject of 
marriage are one and the same thing ; that they must be adopted as a 
whole or renounced as a whole, that if a man objects to the Hindu law 
of marriage, he objects to an essential part of the Hindu religion, ceases 
to be a Hindu, and must be dealt with according to the laws which relate 
to persons in such a position". 

Mr. K. Ahmed: This House is not interfering with your religion? 

Ba]a Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: “By recognising the existence of 
the Hindu religion as a personal law' on this matter of marriage, I think 
that we have contracted an obligation to enforce its provisions in their 
entirety upon those w^ho choose to live under them, just as w'e have, by 
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establishing the general principle of religious freedom, contracted a further 
obligation to protect any one who chooses to leave the Hindu religion 
against injury for having done so". 

Now, Sir, I shall make one quotation from the speech of Sir Ali 
Imam, when he was Law Member, wherein lie emphatically accepted the 
position that Hindu marriage is purely of a religious nature." This is what 
he said: 

“I find that the Law of marriage among the Hindus is far more based on religious 
obligations, rites and ceremonies than it is amongst the Muhamipadims. Amongst tlie 
Hindus, it is a sacrament, not only a sacrament of an ordinary character, but it is of 
such a deep character that evan death does not obliterate it, and there are various 
authorities to show that even after death the sanctity of the nuptial bond and the 
sacredness of the knot remains’*. 

Later, he observed: 

“No Hindu marricige is valid without a substantial performance of the requisite 
religious ceremonies. It may, for instance, be urged that an advanced Indian may 
think 

(At this stage the Honourable Member stopped for a few seconds.) 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Read further on. What does he say? The cat is out 
of the bag. Please read further on. 

Baja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: That passage is missing, but I 
think T can quote it from memory. He says, it may be that certain 
advanced people may say what is the point in these ceremonies, what 
good is there in these ceremonies; what does it matter if a certain fire 
is not lit ; what does it matter if oblation of ghea is not poured on the fire ; 
what good is there in making an appeal to an imaginary god like Agni? 
That is all very well for an advanced Indian to say, but Sir Ali Imam 
asked, "What is the idea of those who are not advanced as you are; what 
is the opinion of those who represent the country ; what happens in your 
own house? So far as these ceremonies are concerned, they do not depend 
upon the whim of any particular person, but thoy are based upon religious 
sanction,” and therefore, Sir, Sir Ali Imam said that marriage was a reli- 
gious function, and that, I think, correctly represents the position so far 
as the Hindu law of marriage is concerned. 

Now, as regards the Muhammadan law of marriage, I should hesitate 
a great deal, Sir, in the presence of so many distinguished exponents of 
that law to say anything very elaborate on it, but I think everything con- 
nected with it is contained in their holy scriptures, and if necessary supple- 
mented by their traditions. I have had something to do with these things, 
and therefore, although I do not pretend to be an authority on Muham- 
madan law, T think I can. speak something about it. 

Now, Sir, that being the real nature of a marriage, you cannot interfere 
with it first according to the principles secured thereunder and which the 
British Government have declared, and even if there arose a nect'ssit'* 
for interfering with it, it can only be when there is a demand from a consi- 
derable majority of the community affected by it. That, Sir, is one of the 
cardinal principles of social legislation. Where you want to niter n bnv 
which affects the community, unless there is n general demand on behalf 
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of that community, you ought not to interfere with that law. This has 
heen accepted as the guiding principle from the time that Mr. Basu intro- 
duced his Special Marriage Bill in 1908, and it has been reiterated every 
time when social legislation was sought to be introduced in this House. 
Even when the Child Marriage Bill was passed, this principle was accepted, 
and it was in pursuance of that, the Honourable the Home Member made 
a motion that it be referred for public opinion in the country. Unfortu- 
nately, the Assembly on that occasion was in no mood to accept the motion 
for circulation of the Bill. But in a similar Bill, which was also under 
consideration at the time, the same principle was not only enunciated by 
the Home Member but it was also accepted, and the Bill was thrown out. 

I am talking of the Indian Divorce Bill, where the Home Member said 
that he must have eyidence that there is a reasonable body of opinion in 
favour of the Bill, and unless he had that evidence before him, the Govern- 
ment must oppose the Bill. No such evidence was produced before the 
Government or before the Assembly, with the result that they opposed 
the Bill and the measure fell through. Early last year when 
there was an Aryan Validating Marriage Bill introduced, the pre- 
sent Law Member reiterated the same principle. He said that 
if it was a popular measure among the community affected by it Gov- 
ernment would not oppose it, otherwise Government were not going 
to incur the odium of supporting an unpopular Bill. Sir, it was a very 
wise and a very just decision. We are already passing through a lot 
of agitation in the country in consequence of Government having given 
their hasty, I respectfully submit, and ill-considered support to the Child 
Marriage Restraint Bill. Sir, that being the condition under which you 
can interfere with the social law and the religious law of a community, 
may T respectfully ask Dr. Gour who asked him to introduce this Bill? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My conscience. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Conscience makes cowards of us 
all. (Conscience is a thing, I do not know how clastic* or rigid it is. It all 
depends upon the time, conditions and other intangible things which it is 
not possible for you to weigh and consider properly in a matter-of-fact 
Assembly like this august Assembly. Conscience is a very good thing. 
If that conscience tells you to do a certain thing, by all means do it. Why 
go and trouble me, why go and trouble the community? Why go and 
create unrest in the minds of 320 millions of people because your conscience 
impels you to do a certain thing which nobody wants to do. Other people 
too have got their consciences. I hope that others too have got consciences. 
Unfortunately, w^hatever it is, the difficulty is that conscience is such a 
t}hing that it has neither, what they call, a soul to be damned, nor a body 
to be kicked, and therefore, I do not know how I shall get hold of it in 
order to get a reply from it. In order to satisfy that conscience, you are 
going to put the whole country into unrest. 320 millions of people who 
do not want the present Bill but who are satisfied with the position they 
are in at present— they would like to have two blades of grass grow where 
one grows now, but my Honourable friend would not think of it. We want 
to have our economic position improved, but he does not understand whafc 
economic position is, and yet he would want an international reputation. 
If you go to South Africa, somebody would ask you, “Is your marriage 
monogamous or polygamous?" If you say, polygatnous, you are asked 
to walk out. It does not matter to me. There is plenty of room in my 
country ; I shall remain where I am, but I will try to improve my economic 
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condition. And rriy Honourable friends like Sir Hari Singh Gour, instead 
of devoting their attention and their energies to that sort of thing, go and 
dabble in questions which go to the root basis of your society, which are 
ingrained very deep in your heart, and which it would be very dangerous 
for anybody to play with. Sir, so far as that is concerned, as 1 was saying, 
there is no demand. No Hindu ever asked that he should be allowed 
to marry a Muhammadan and vice versa. That is the essence of the provi- 
sions of this Bill; the essence of the Bill is that and nothing more. It is 
admitted that there has been no demand. Even if there had been a 
demand, there is one thing that I would respectfully and at the same 
time very strongly urge before this Assembly and it is this. I know that 
under section 65 ^1) of the Government of India Act this Assembly can 
pass laws for any person, and for any place, and upon any subject. . . . 

Mr. President: May 1 ask the Honourable .Member how long he is 
going to address the House? I am asking this for two reasons; the first 
is, that we are very near the fimo for adjournment ha* Lunch, and the 
second is, that this is an important question and a large number of Mem- 
bers would like to participate in the debate. The Honourable Member 
has been speaking for nearly an hour already and T should like to know 
how long he proposes to continue. 

Raja Bahadur O. Krishnamachariar: About half an hour, Sir, with your 
permission. 

Mr. President: T am sorry that the Honourable Member has no consi- 
deration for the other Honourable Membc^rs.who desire to take part in the 
debate. The Honourable Member can go on. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: Sir, I shall try to be as brief as 
possibh*. but at the same time, it is a matter which is somewhat important 
from my standpoint and I thought that I should lay before the House all 
the considerations which should weigh with the House before it commits- 
itself one way or the other to my Honourable friend^s motion. 

Mr. President: Please go on, but try to be as brief as possible. 

Raja Bahadur G. Krishnamachariar: There can be no doubt that under 
the Government of India Act you can pass any law you like, just as you 
can do many other things which ordinarily no one would think of doing. 
But, Sir, the obligation to uphold the existing state of things is laid down 
by statute and it would clearly be undesirable for the Legislature to inter- 
fere with it. And that, Sir, brings me to a consideration of certain of the 
points which my Honourable friend has referred to in his Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. In that Statement my Honourable friend has given 
eight advantages which would accrue if this Bill were passed. I Have 
already referred to two or three of them in my previous observations and 
I would only like to refer to one or two matters. D.v. Gour says that one 
of the advantages is that it would tend to the unification of the Indian 
races without at the same time interfering with their personal religion. 
That IS a matter upon which I would respectfully refer this House to 
the opinions that have been collected, in which the Local Governments, 
as well as distinguished persons, have discussed this subject in great detail 
and have pointed out that so far from creating unity it would only help 
to create another caste in this country and thereby split the society inta 
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further sub-divisions, and would not operate in the way that the Honour- 
able the Mover thinks it would. The next advantage he mentions is that 
“being merely optional, it trenches upon no one’s rights”. That contains 
11 fallacy which I respectfully submit ought to be exposed. That a Bill 
is permissive is no reason why it should be accepted, because, although 
the Bill is permissive, the institution to which it relates is also permissive, 
because jnarriage is not obligatory upon anybody. You need not contract 
a marriage, and consequently the fact that it is permissive is absolutely 
no ground for making out that you can pass any law you like. As regards 
the law which obtains in civilised countries, I would only say this. There 
fire certain recent publications which I vA’oiild very strongly commend to 
the attention of Honourable Members in this House. Two of them are : 
“The Bankruptcy of Marriage” and “Marriage in the Melting Pot”. These 
iwo books are worthy of consideration before you make up your mind as 
to the system of marriage that exists among civilised nations in Europe. 
8ir, it was my intention to draw the attention of the House to a few more 
jjoints but in view of the observations that fell from you, I think I had 
hotter leave it to my colleagues to do it. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Tw’o of the 
Clock. 


/ 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa : Muham^ 
mad an) : Sir, I oppose the Bill on two grounds, first of all on religious 
grounds, and secondly, on the merits of the Bill. Sir, my first ground 
upon which I rely is the religious point of view. Islamic religion does 
not allow' such marriages. The Holy Koran is quite clear on this point. 
{See Sura, Baqar, Rnku 27.) No Muslima, that is a Mussalman w'oman 
can be married wdth anybody but a Muslim, that is, a Muslim man. Sir, 
there might be felt some doubt and so T shall refer t(^ Rukv 27 of 
Sura Baqar ^ w'hich may be translated ns follows ; 

“And do not m.'ivry the idolatresses until they believe, and certainly a believiuG; 
maid is better than an idolatress, even though she should please you ; and do 
not give (believing woman) in marriage to idolaters until they believe, and certainly a 
believing servant is better than an idolater even though he should please you ; these 
invito to the fire and Allah invites to the Jannat. 

Buku 2 Sec. 10 of Sura Mumtahana : 

. . . neither are those (women who believe) lawful for them (who do not believe) 

nor are those (men who do not believe in Islam) lawful for them (women believing in 
Tslam)“, 

Jind so the passages go on. Sir, this form of marriage is quite against 
the spirit of Islam. A marriage is alloTved with Katabia, that is. a 
woman who believes in any one book like lu]i] or Taurat but not with a 
Kitabee. Sir. a Muslim man can marry a Kafabia w'oman w^ho believes in 
such books, but a Muslim woman cannot marry even .Katabec man who 
believes in Injil or Taurai or any such other books. Hadises are quite 
clear on this point. Many Hadisea can be seen in Sahah. All the four 
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Imams are unanimous on this point. Sir, there are two centres of Ulemas 
now-a-days in India, there are two Jamiat Ulemas. One of them has its head- 
quarters at Cawnpore and the other at Delhi. The powerful Jamiat Ulema 
of Cawnpore, which has got its branches all over India, also opposes this 
Bill. I have received a letter from Motamar I slami asking me to oppose 
the Bill. The translation of the letter is as follows : 

“Sir Hari Singh Goiir’s Bill to amend special marriage Act, 1872, grossly interferes 
with Islamic Shariat and contravenes Law of the Holy Kuran. Mussalmans must 
therefore oppose it.** 

Maulana Mazharuddin and Maulana Abdul Majid Kadri have come to 
see our opposition. 

As the Provincial Secretary of the Bihar Province of that Jamiat Ulema, 
I have been advised by members and the Secretary of the Jamiat Ulema 
to oppose the Bill. Another telegram T have received from the President 
of the Jamiat Ulema^ Delhi, which is as follows : 

“Gour’s Bill regarding international marriage against Islamic principle. Please 
oppose it strongly.” 

Sir, this Jamiat Ulema of Delhi supports the Congress movement, but 
witli all its national spirit, this Jamiat Ulema also opposes the Bill. 1 
find two articles; one in the Al-Amari, which is the organ of the Jamiat 
Ulema of Cawnpore and the other article in the Al- Jamiat, the organ of 
Jamiat Ulema of Delhi. In both the articles they have clearly written 
that such a marriage is quite illegal according to Islamic law. Sir, there 
are other Mussalmans, say the Shiahs or any other sect, but they all 
oppose it. The Shiah law, as far as I know, goes a step further and is 
more strict in this matter. It means, then, that nearly all the different 
schools of Mussalmans oppose it. Sir, we dc not want a Mussalman who 
does not believe in the Koran, wlio does not respect it. to have the liberty 
of contracting such a marriage when such a marriage is against the 
Islamic law. Let him or her go away. Let him or her declare that he 
or she is not a Mussalman. 

Sir, the other point is about the merits of the Bill, and as to that 
there are many difficulties. In the Act of 1872, to which the amend- 
ment has been proposed by my learned friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, I do 
not find any clause about inheritance, divorce, etc., and, Sir, afterwards 
there was an amendment in 1023, in which the same difficulty was per- 
haps felt, and sections 22 and 24 were added for persons prof(*ssing 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist and Jaina religions. Section 22 says : 

“The marriage under this Act of any member of an undivided family who professes 
the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina religion shall be deemed to effect his severance from 
such family**, 

— which is a clear safeguard for the remaining other members of the 
family. 

And again, Sir, as to succession, under section 24: 

“Succession to the property of any person professing the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or 
Jaina religion who marries under this Act and to thfe property of the issue of such 
marriage shall be regulated by the provisions of the Indian Succession Act, 1865’*. 

So, Sir, only this amendment which has been proposed by Sir Hari 
Singh Gour will not be sufficient because at that time when this amendment 
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was made in 1923, a clause 24 was added to clear the point about suc- 
cession. Sir, this clause 24 will not help in this amendment, because 
this clause is only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains. Similarly, 
there are many other difficulties, so that I say this Bill on its merits 
is of no use, and from the religious point of view also it cannot but 
be thrown away. T do not know what will be the attitude of our 
Christian and Jewish friends in this matter, because this Bill affects them 
also, but in the eyes of Mussalmans such a marriage for a Mussalman 
cannot be other than Zena (invalid), and the issues of such a marriage 
cannot be treated as other than hamnii bachchas (illegitimate children). 
Sir, our religion does not allow us to contract such a form of marriage. 
We Muhammadans believe in the Holy Koran, and the Hadis and the 
Filiah, Clearly in the Koran many passages can be found which clearly 
show that such a form of marriage is quite illegal. There are many 
such passages in the Hadis and Fikah; and I hope the Official Benches 
will not commit the same mistake which they committed at the time of 
the Sarda Bill, (Laughter), and I hope the majority community also, 
who always wish us to trust them, will not take up such an attitude as 
to impose such legislation on ns or bring such Bills before the House 
again. With these words, Sir, I beg to oppose this Bill. 

Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub: For a long time my Honourable friend. 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, has been tiding to pilot this revolutionary measure 
through the Legislative Assembly unsuccessfully, and considering that 
perhaps the present House is weaker than its predecessors, he has had 
the audacity to bring this measure again before the House. In the 
opening sentences of the Statement of Objects and Eoasons, which he 
has given for moving this Bill, he says ‘'The laws of all civilised countries 
provide for the contract of civil marriage by persons who may so desire''. 
Well, he himself admits that such measures which he considers to be 
social measures can be introduced only if the people of a country desire 
to have them. Now, Sir, as regards this measure . . 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Is that what it means? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Those are the words of the Honourable 
Member. If his words have no meaning then I am not responsible. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: It means that if any person wishes to contract 
a civil marriage the laws of the State provide for such a marriage. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: He may moan something else from what 
he states. His actual words are: “The laws of all civilised countries 
provide for the contract of civil marriage by persons who may so desire". 
If the people of a country do not desire such laws, then probably it is 
not right for the Legislature to impose such laws upon an unwilling people. 
The verdict of the country has more than once been expressed through 
the voice of their elected representatives, namely, the Members of this 
House. Whenever this measure has come before the House, an over- 
whelming majority of the representatives of the country has been against 
it and has clearly shown that the verdict of the country is against this 
measure. My Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour, is unable to 
realise that a social measure cannot be successfully passed against the 
will of the people. You cannot thrust social reforms upon an unwilling 
people of any country. Measures of social reform, if they are social 
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reforms at all, must be on a par with the wishes of the people of the 
country. No measures which are not on a par with the wishes of the 
people of the country can ever be successful. As my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Maswood, has just now said, I oppose the Bill firstly on the general 
principle that the Legislature should not interfere with the domestic 
affairs of the people; that the social and domestic affairs of a people 
should not be interfered with by the Legislature against their own wishes, 
unless there is an overwhelming majority of the people, who are c?on- 
cemed, in favour of any measure. If they want that such a measure 
should be passed, then by all means it would be eligible for the Legis- 
lature to introduce and pass a measure like this. But if it is found, 
as it has been found in this case, that an ov(*rwhelming majority of 
the people of the country, in whose name my Honourable friend wants 
to speak in this House, is against it; if it is found that the people 
of this country do not w’ant a measure like this, then neither we, the 
Members of this House, nor the Government have any right lo impose 
such a measure on the people. So in the first place, on the general 
principle, I oppose this Bill. 

Again, I consider it my duty, as a Muslim, to put the Muslim point 
of view before this House. The Muslim point ot* view on this question 
is ijhat this measure is clearly against the definite injunctions of the 
Holy Koran. My Honourable friend says it is a voluntary measure and 
you may adopt it or not adopt it. This is not the case. If this Bill is 
passed into law, it would validate marriages which are invalid according 
to Muslim law and thus there is interference in religion. My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Maswood, has given the verse of the Koran, but he has not 
quoted the full verse. I should like to quote from the Holy Koran which 
if translated, would run : 

“And do not marry the women who believe in more than one God until they 
profess Islam, and certainly a Muslim maid slave is preferable to one who believes- 
in more than one God, even though you may be enamoured of her; and do not give 
Muslim women in marriage to those men w'ho believe in more than one God until they 
embrace Islam, and certainly a Muslim slave is preferable to a man who believes in 
more than one God even though you may have a great liking for him.*’ 

Sir Hari Singh Gour; That is intermarriage between monotheists. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: I do not know what my Honourable friend 
means by saying so. As regards the Mussalmans, of course, all those 
people who have their beliefs in some scriptures, for instance, the 
Christians and the Jews are treated differently according to our Shariat- 
Intermarriage with them is permissible under the Islamic law. The 
Jewish law prohibited intermarriages with all other people. And even 
Paul so liberal in his views, strictly prohibited intermarriages with all 
unbelievers : 

“Be yft not unequally yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness, and what communion hath light with darkness?”. 

The Islamic law is in this respect more liberal than both the Jewish 
and the Christian laws. There are other verses of the Holy Koran also 
which declare such marriages invalid, and the effect of the Bill, if enacted 
into law, would be that these marriages would become valid, which is 
an interference with the injunctions of the Holy Koran. My Honourable 
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fiiend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, in his Statement of Objects and Beasons, 
while giving the blessings of his Bill, says that it would prevent artificial 
conversions resulting from exigencies of marriage. Well., probably this 
exigency does not arise in the case of Mussalmans, because they have got 
a very wide field of selection for their wives. They are perinilted to 
marry Muslim girls as well as girls belonging to the other revealed religions, 
and therefore the Mussalmans have a very wide field for selection. More- 
over my Honourable friend says that if you go outside India and you 
marry a girl who does. not belong to any of the revealed religions, that 
marriage would be valid. I say that this fear of proclaiming oneself 
outside the pale of one’s religion is a very strong check upon reckless 
youths from contracting sensational marriages which very often prove 
unhappy after a short time. If this chock is removed, and if this Bill 
is enacted into law, then you will find that there will he a great social 
revolution in the country ; many sensational marriages by reckless youths 
will be performed, which after a short time will prove unhappy, and pro- 
bably the number of divorce cases in this country will become double or 
treble the number of divorce cases in England. So far as the Muslim law is 
concerned, it is quite clear on this point. 'Fhe opinions of the UhTOas 
of Islam are also against this Bill. Only last evening I received a tele- 
gram from Maulana Kifayat Ullah, the grand Mufti of Delhi, in which 
he says, “Gour’s Bill regarding intcrnationtil marriagt^s against Islamic 
principle. Please oppose it strongly.” \Vc have also just received a 
message from the oifiee of the Motamavi Ifilam, which is addressed to the 
Mussalman Members of the Assembly and runs as follows : 

“Dear Sir, 

Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Ihll to amend the Special Marriage Act of 1872 seriously 
interferes with the Islamic Shariat and contravenes the law of Holy Quran. Mussal- 
mans must therefore be excluded from it.’' 

This letter is signed by !Maulana Mazhaniddin. ^Maulana Abdul j\lajid 
Qadri, Secretary of the iluiamari Islam, and ^Maulana Abdul Hamid, 
Secretary of the Jarniat Ulema of Cawnpore. Articles in the Muslim 
papers, AUA^nan and Al-Jamiat, have also appeared, in which it has been 
strongly urged upon the ?>hissalmnn Members of the Assembly to oppose 
this Bill, and we have been told that as ^lussalnians we cannot support 
it. So the Mussalman opinion on this point is very clear. I do not 
know whfit idea my friend has got about monotheistic marriages. He 
says that scope should be given for monotheistic marriages. It is really 
difficult to understand what he means. But so far as the iMussalmans 
are concerned, I should like to tell him that he is very much mistaken 
if he thinks that polygamy is allowed in Islam, without any I’ostrictions. 
Polygamy is not allowed in Islam. The only thing is that Mussalmans, 
under certain conditions, can marry a restricted number of wives which 
cannot exceed four. But that is also under certain conditions. Strictly 
it has been said in the Koran : 

“If you are afraid that you cannot do justice among your wives, then you can 
marry only one wife.” 

So it is wrong to say that polygamy is unrestrictedly allowed in Islam 
and therefore I do not think that Mussalmans require his Bill in order 
to be monogamists. 
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Here, 1 would remind my friend of what a French philosopher and: 
traveller has said in this connection. He says* 

“Man in all climes is by nature polygamic; only in the East he is openly so.” 
(Laughter.) 

I do not think that by passing a measure ot this sort my friend will 
change the order of nature. On general principles as well as according 
to the principles of Islamic law I am entirely opposed to this Bill. Govern- 
ment have, very wisely, since the inauguration of British rule in India, 
observed a policy of non-interference with the religious affairs of the people. 
Of course it was only last year that my Honourable friend, the Home 
Member, was roped in by my friend, Eai Sahib Harbilns Sarda, in 
his Bill of social reform. But probably Government have by this 
tiif.o realised the mistake of supporting the Sarda Bill, and I hope 
they will take a lesson from what they have learnt by supporting that 
measure and will now again revert to tlieir wise policy of not being a 
party to such controversial measures which are opposed to the general 
opinion of the country. 

Sir, I need not make a long speech. My Honourable friend from 
Madras has already dwelt at great length on all the aspects of this Bill. 
Witn these few words only, I oppose the Bill. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (Julhmdur Division: Non-Muhammadan): 
Sir, it is my good fortune to have caught your eye and it is time that 
some relief came to this measure of Dr. Gour seeing that from all quarters 
of the House it htis been assailed. I wish to examine this proi)osition which 
Dr. Gour is placing before this House somewhat dispassionately. I first 
want to examine the proposition that the religion both of Hindus and of 
Muhammadans is in danger if this Bill v/ere passed. First I will examine 
the proposition so far as the Hindus are concerned, because many a time we 
have been assured that the Hindu religion is hopelessly in danger, and 
that if this Bill were passed Hindu society would go to dogs. So far as 
. that is concerned, Hindu society is in this unenviable position, that it should 
long ago liave gone to the dogs, because a similar Bill which was sponsored 
by Dr. Gour in 1923 is part of the law of the land, and so far as persons 
who profess the Hindu, Buddhist, Jain or Sikh religion are concerned, they 
can contract these marriages which are now said to be so dangerous. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: How many have done so? 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: T will come to that. My learned friend 
asks how many have done so. I know of some in my c»wn province. A 
good many experiments of that kind have been tried and my answer to 
that will be in a little more detail later on. But I will lay before you 
this proposition, is the Hindu religion really in danger? This law has been 
in operation now for seven years, and any Hindu, Buddhist, Jain or Sikh 
could have interm anaed during the last seven years. The flood-gates of 
matrimony have not been opened and not many notices have been filed for 
special marriages under this Act before the Special Registrar. This Bd! 
has been in working order and a good use of its provisions has been made 
in my province without any alarming results. The whole point under- 
lying this Bill is, either you h.ang these people who want to contract these 
unorthodox marriages on the next lamp post, or if you do not, then permit 
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them their liberty of conscience and liberty of action. So not penalise 
their children; do not create unnecessary litigation between the children 
and the heirs of these people. Give them liberty of action and allow them 
to marry and have peace. Let not their children be engaged in unneces- 
sary litigation. Boi far as the Hindus are concerned, therefore, we are 
in this position that for these four religions, Hindu, Jain, Buddhist and 
Sikh, they have the liberty of marrying outside their own circle and 
experience shows that there is not such a danger as is threatened from all 
sides. 

So . far as the Muhammadans are concerned, my Mussalmau friends 
have made a great point of the fact that this is opposed to the dictates 
of the Koran. A good deal can be said for that position, and if one were 
to go solely by the dictates of the Koran, one might say that there is 
nothing to be said for the measure. But there is this proposition to be 
examined. We are in an age when everything in the Koran is not being 
followed. There are people among Muhammadans who have married 
Christian wives, who have married outside. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: That is permissible under the Koran. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: My learned friend pointed out that it is 
permissible. I would just beg leave of you to read a passage from the 
book of that great jurist, the late Eight Honourable Syed Ameer Ali, 
wherein he has pointed out how far a Muhammadan can marry outside. 
This is the passage which I wish to draw your attention to : 

“It has already been pointed out that the Koran, for political reasons, forbade all 
unions between Musulmans and idolaters. Tt said in explicit terms, ‘Marry not a 
woman of the polytheists (inuffhiikm) until she embraces Islam*. But it also declared 
that ‘such women as are mvhmws (of chaste reputation) belonging to the Scriptural 
sects, or believing in a revealed or moral religion, are lawful to Moslems.* 

From these and similar directions two somewhat divergent conclusions have been 
drawn by the lawyers of the two schools. 

The Sunnis recognise as legal and valid a marriage contracted between a Moslem 
on one side and a Hebrew or a Christian woman on the other. 

They hold, however, that a niniTiage between a Musulman and a Magian or a 
Hindoo woman is invalid. The U.sulis, the M’utazilas and a large section of the 
Akhbaris agree with the Sunni doctors. They recognise the validity of a permanent 
contract of marriage between a Moslem and a female belonging to The Scriptural sects’ 
or believing in God. Some of the Akhbari Shiahs, however, do not recognise as Legal 
a ptrinmient contract of marriage between a Moslem and a woman following any other 
creed.’* 

It goes on like this, the whole point underlying this being that among 
Muhammadans marriage with persons professing certain religions is per- 
mitted and with whom lawful marriages can take place. 

Now, Sir, I put this question. If it is permissible to a Muhammadan 

g ^ ^ and it has been permissible to a Muhammadan to marry, say, 
within these three . religions, how many have exercised that 
option? Has not the same danger tWatened the Muslim society all 
these centuries? If that is so, why should it at this particular time be 
open to objection that by making it permissible to allow some people a 
certain freedom and to regularise their marriage and to make it possible 
tor them to have a legal status in this country which they enjoy every- 
where else, the whole society would be in danger? Now, Sir, I put the 
pi’oposition like this. If a certain latitude has been permitted to the 
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Hindu society, no danger has come to that society. A certain latitude 
has been permitted to Muhammadans and no serious consequences have 
resulted therefrom, and T submit that this measure has got to be examined 
in the light of first principle. What is the real underlying principle and 
why is it that we are espousing this cause? Two things I wish to place 
in the forefront. First of all, one of the underlying ideas of this Bill is 
that it will permit monogamous marriages. Those who do not like to be 
bound by these monogamous marriages can conveniently stay outside. 
But what right have they not to permit a certain section of the population 
who may be so minded to contract monogamous marriages? Are not 
they prepared to allow this freedom of choice? Here are two schools. 
One s:ohool has been in possession of this })riviJege of having polygamous 
marriages all along. There is the other school which says, “Give us a 
chance to convert the country to having monogamous marriages'*. What 
right have they not to give freedom of views to these people and to every- 
body else and nob to permit them to exercise this right. They say it is a 
matter of choice to us and we will exercise it. 

Then I ^yish to put before \ou another proposition. Look at it in this 
aspect. How many people amongst The Muhammadans exercised that 
privilege of marrying four wives? My friends, I assure you that it is very 
few who have done it. It is perhaps reserved for the very rich to indulge 
in this luxury. Similarly there is no limit among the Hindus to tlie 
number of wives, but how many among them have married more than one 
wife? There also it is reserved for very few. It is just as well that the 
wise only marry once or the wisest never marry at all. But still if the 
proposition is like this, I do not see why you should object to giving this 
freedom. Thus first and foremost you aie by this Bill merely permitting 
monogamous marriages, and according to the principle of free exercise of 
choic e you should not oi)pose it. 

Secondly, there is another point involved in it and that is that it will 
permit the growth of nationalism. As has been said, that is the essential 
merit of this Bill. It will break down the rigidity of caste. I can assure 
you, Sir, in my own province, these marriages which are obnoxious to 
the caste principles in some parts are permitted. Wc have in our part of 
the country various devices by means of which we get round that caste 
principle, which is operative in other parts of the country. VYc liave our 
customary law by means of which amongst Hindus an inter-caste maiTiagc 
can be celebrated. The customary law peimits of a marriage between a 
Brahmin and a Khatri. If that is permissible in a province to have 
marriages under the guise of custom, and you have never smelt any 
danger there, then I do not see where the danger comes in here. Let me 
mention another thing. Wo havQ what is called the Sikh Anand Marriage 
Act, by which anybody who likes can become or call himself a Sikh and 
marry under that Act. Nobody has smelt any danger in that. Therefore 
we notice that this so-called society, which is supposed to be endangered b.\ 

Mr. Gour's Bill, is already exposed to dangers, et least in the North-West 
part of the country, and nobody in Madras or elsewhere has ever thought 
that the Punjab society was ever in any danger. I therefore say that all 
these dangers are already there. We have at the present moment the 
customary law undermining that principle of Hindu law, the Sikh Anand 
Marriage Act which permits anybodv to call himself a Sikh and then 
marry. Therefore I submit that all these objections to the measure have 
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io be examined by something more substantial than the usual parrot like 
ery that the Hindu society and the Muhammadan society are in danger, 
.1 have examined it from the point of view of polygamy and there is not 
.much to be said for this measure from that point of view. 

Now, if we look at the provisions of this Bill, I feel that there are 
some provisions which err on the side of strictness for those who come 
under the purview of this Bill. That is one grievance against the Bill, 
^^'or example persons who marry under this Bill are immediately supposed 
to have separated frorn the family. The father of the person is permitted 
to adopt another, and it looks as if the son were dead and the law which 
is applicable to him is not his own personal law but the law of the Indian 
Succession Act. These, I submit, are serious drawbacks. For that I 
suppose Dr. Gour is biding his time and will take the necessary opportu* 
niiy tC) bring in the nocftssary amendments and those ^\ili be measures on 
which 1 have something to say. But for the time being I submit that, 
looking at this measure, the essentia] point of this measure is that it is a 
permissive measure. If you are trying to stop all marriages which do 
•not follow the strict rules of the Koran or the Shastras, by all means do 
it. But recognising that it is impossible to stop these marriages, it is 
only fair and just to look facta straight in the face and to make provision 
for those who have contracted other marriages. If you do so, I submit, 
Sir, that neither Hindu law nor Hindu society nor any other society would 
be in danger, except that it will be our sheer inability; to look facts in the 
•face. One might say that none are so blind as those who will not see. 
If wo have already such marriages going on, then better look at them 
and provide for them. Then it hag been said thi^t the opinions of Jamait- 
ul-Ulema and various other bodies are opposed to it. I submit this appears 
to be the only thing in support of this proposition. Those who are conser- 
vatively disposed, those who take shelter behind the opinions of these 
bodies ?ire more conservative than they. Look at the things from a 
rational point of view, and if there is any reasoi\ in support of this pro- 
position, then by all means support it. I submit, Sir, the real principle 
applicable to this controversy is that mnrringe has long passed out of the 
domain of status in various countries. It is tim-^ in this country as well 
that it was so. We already see it being slowlv done. Permit those who 
want to walk out of this realm of status into the realm of contract. Let 
them do it and watch the experiment. If you find that this experiment 
IS successful then come over to it yourself. But do not begin to throw 
stones at those who want to try the experiment. I submit, Sir, that from 
the point of view of nationalism, of liberty of conscience and freedom of 
their views, and from the general principle that we must allow equality 
io man and wom«an, this Bill should be supported by all sections of the 
House. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter (Law Member): I am frankly 
opposed to this measure. I am speaking not merely on behalf of the 
Government but as a lawyer, and I shall presently examine this Bill from 
the legal standpoint. Sir, the policy which the Government have always 
adopted with regard to social legislation was stated in these terms by the 
Honourable Mr. Jenkins when Mr, Bhupendra Nath Basu'g Bill was beforo 
the Legislature : 

“It is a fixed principle of the Government of India not to interfere in any way 
whatsoever with the personal laws and customs of the different peoples of India unless 
they have very strong and conclusive evidence that the change is desired by the 
^people who are affected.** 
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Sir, in this Bill the communities sought to be affected are the Christians,, 
the Jews, the Parsis and last but not the least the Moslems. You have 
heard, Sir, what the general Moslem feeling is. The Moslem feeling is 
against this measure ; I shall come to it later and deal more in detail with 
the Moslem aspect of it when T examine the Bill on its legal side. 

As regards the three other communities, so far as the Christians are 
concerned, it is not at all a necessary measure, because as is well-known, 
under the Christian Marriage Act a marriage would be valid if either 
party be a Christian. Therefore mixed marriages are allowed under the 
Christian Marriage Act .... 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Who is to marry them? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Before a registrar. If my friend 
wants the reference I will give it to him in a minute. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Section 5 of the Indian Christian Marriage Act. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Well, you know it. Therefore, 
so far as the Christians are concerned it is not a necessary measure. We 
may dismiss the Christians from our consideration for the moment. 

Now, what about the Parsis and the Jews? When a similar measure 
or rather an identical meas\ire wa.s before the House some time ago, opinion 
was sought from different authoritative quarters, and the Secretary of the 
Magan David Synagogue stated, as I find in tho opinions collected, that 
“the Jewish community desires no change in the present law''. It is 
w'cll-known that Jewish marriages depend wholly on the religious usages 
of the Jewish faith, and they do not want a change. So far as the Parsis 
are concerned, I have got here the representations made by the Parsi 
Federal Council against Sir Hari Singh Gour's Special Marriage Amend- 
ment Bill. With your permission, Sir, I shall read a portion of that 
memorial : 

*Tt is submitted that so far as the Parsi community is concerned, this fundamental 
assumption — (the assumption being that marriage is merely a matter of contract and has 
got nothing whatsoever to do with religion) — is not only .fallacious but entirely irreli- 
gious. The Parsi Zoroastrian religion as professed by an overwhelming majority of 
the community has alwjiya regarded marriage as a sacrament and not at all as a mere 
contract. Sir Erskine Perry, so far back as 1843, judicially declared that the institu- 
tion of marriage is with the Parsis so mixed up with and incorporated in their 
religous ordinances that the court would never think of applying to their established 
practices any mere municipal regulation of English law. In the great and most leading 
judgment of Lord Stowell it is clearly laid down in so many words that the customs 
of the Parsis are and have been fiora time immemorial opposed to the validity of 
marriages not solemnised according to the rites of the religion and that no marriage 
between a Parsi and a person of another religion can according to the rules of their 
religion, of whose infraction no instance is known, be solemnised with the rites which 
in tile eyes of that community and therefore in the eye of the law, alone have any 
binding force. As Sir Thomas Strangman the Advocate General of Bombay gave his 
opinion, a Parsi lady by marrying non-Parsi ceases to lielon^ to the Parsi community, 
even though she might go on professing the Zoroastrian religion. All these doctrines 
have been fully recognised by the legislature in the provisions of section 3 of Act XV 
of 1865 after full consideration by prescribing the religious ceremony of Ashirvad as 
an essential and unavoidable requisite of a Parsi marriage. Section 3 of tho Act 
lays down^ that no marriage between Parsis shall he valiJ unless such marriage shall 
be solemnised according to the Parsi form or ceremony called Ashirvad, by a Parsi 
priest. The Ashirvad ceremony contains nothing which any reasonable Par«!i who 
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believes in the Zoroastriaii religion can object to. This being so, if any individual 
bolds tliat marriage is a mere contract and not a sacrament, he or she cannot make it 
a grievance that to get married under the Act 111 of 1872 he or she has to declare 
that he or she does not profess the Zoroastriaii religion. Any rationalist, atheist or 
i'ree-thinker is fully entitled to his freedom of belief and action, so long as he does 
not pose as a religious individual. In effect the Bill is an attack upon the fundamental 
and basic principles of all religions and an attempt to undermine them.*’ 

Sir, that is the view which the Parsis took. The Jews do not want it; 
the Parsis do not want it; it is not necessary for the Christians; there 
remains the JMosleni community. 

8o far as the Moslem community is concerned, it has been often said, 
and it is, 1 suppose, believed by some, because of repetition, that a 
Moslem marriage is a mere matter of contract. It is nothing of the 
sort. Although it is not a sacrament in the sense that a Hindu mar- 
riage is a sacrament or a Boman Catholic marriage is a sacjrament, it 
is bound up with their religion. The fundamental basis of a Moslem 
marriage is religious sanction. Thcretore it is a mistake to suppose that 
it is a purely secular contract. Where is the sanction? The sanction is 
to be found in the Koran, the holy book of the Moslems. Sir, 1 am not 
going to deal with tlie religious aspect of it at all. I shall deal only 
with the legal aspect. T shall examine presently what will be the effect 
of a statutory marriage on the rights and obligations of Moslems under 
the Muhammadan law. It will be admitted by everybody that the 
Moslems are governed by their personal law, as the Hindus arc governed 
by their personal law. Sir Hari Singli Gour in his Statement of Objects 
and Beasona says that the benefits of his wonderful Act of 1923 have 
been assured to Hindus and people professing allied faiths that is, 
Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains, and he wants to extend those benefits to 
the Moslems, Parsis, Jews and Christians. This is what he says : 

“The advantages of the measure, if enacted, are obvious. The Bill would enable 
{)ersons subject to polygamous marriage laws to contract monogamous marriages and 
remove the inequality in the matter of divorce. It would. elevate the status of women. 
These benefits have already been assured to the Hindus, Buddhists, Siklis and Jains 
by Act XXX of 1923, and there is no reason why the benefit that that Act confers 
upon the communities named should not be extended to other communities who might 
as regards succession be equally brought under the law enacted in the Indian Succes- 
sion Act.” 

Therefore the object is to confer the doubtful benefits of the Act of 1923 
on the Moslems. Now, are they benefits in the first instance? The 
central idcca of this measure, as also of the measure of 1923, is that it 
ensures monogamous marriage. That is, it prevents a polygamous marri- 
age. Sir, I contest that proposition. Act HI of 1872, as amended by 
Act XXX of 1923, does not prevent a polygamous marriage. Tt is not a 
Monogamous Marriage Bill as Sir Hari Singh claims for it. Sir, T shall 
refer to three sections of Act ITT of 1872 

Sir Hari Sin^ Gour: Is that not a matter for the Select Committee? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: No, Sir, I submit it is not a 

matter for the Select Committee. It is the fundamental basis of the Bill. 
His claim is this. He says he is giving a statutory non-denominationnl 
marriage because it is necessary to give Indian marriage an international 
status, and his claim is that the Bill provides for a monogamous marriage 
and therefore such marriage will receive international recognition. That 

p 2 
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[The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter.] 
is the fundamental basis of his Bill. If polygamy is not prevented by 
this measure, then the whole rationale of the Bill falls to the ground. 
The only justification for this measure is this, that if a person marries 
under this Act, he or she will not be able to marry again during the 
subsistence of that marriage. Sir, this Act does nothing of the sort. It 
does allow more than one marriage, I refer to sections 15, 16 and 19, 

Section 15 says this: 

* ‘Every person who, being at the time married, procures a marriage of himself to 
be solemnised under this Act shall bo deemed to have committed an offence and 
the marriage so solemnised is void.'* 

It means this. A married person cannot marry under this Act. If he 
or she procures a marriage under this Act, that person will be punished 
4 md the second marriage will be void. The point before us, however, 
is this. If a person does marry in the first instance under this Act, can 
he or she marry again? That is the point for our consideration, and my 
submission is, he can. 

Section 16 says this: 

“Every person married under this Act who during the lifetime of his wife or her 
husband contracts any other marriage," — 

What will be the consequence? Will the marriage be void? No. but it: 


"shall be subject to the penalties provided in sections 494 and 496 of the Indian 
Penal Code for the offence of marrying again during the lifetime of the husband or 
wife, whatever may be the religion of the parties.*' 


All that section says is this, that if a person marries under this Act, and 
then contracts a second marriage, he will be liable to certain penalties, 
but that second marriage will not be void. In section 15 the second 
marriage is declared to be void, but in section 16 only a penalty is pro- 
vided; just as in the Sarda Act if there is a child marriage, the parties 
concerned will be subject to certain penalties, but the marriage is not 
void; the marriage remains. Similarly if a person marries^ under this 
Act, and then contracts a second marriage, the second marriage will be 
a good marriage, it will be a valid marriage, but the person will be subject 
to certain penalties. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Why don't you amend that? 

The Honourable Sir Broiendra Hitter: That is not the point before the 
House. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: That is your mistake. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: I am now dealing with the 

Bill. I say that the whole fundamental basis of this Bill, as also of the 
Act of 1923, is erroneous. 


Sir, it goes further. In section 19 it is provided that,— 

“Nothine in this Act shall affect the validity of any marriage not solemnised under 
these provisions, nor shall this Act he deemed directly or indirectly to affect the yahmty 
of any^mode of contracting marriage, hut if the validity of any such mode shall there- 
after come into question before any court, such question shall be decided as if 
Act had not been passed’*. 
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So taking these three sections together, it is perfectly clear to every reason- 
able person that Act III of 1872, as amended by Act XXX of 1923, does 
not ensure a monogamous marriage. It does permit a polygamous marri- 
age. Then what is all this fuss about? Here we are providing for a 
statutory form of marriage which ensures monogamy and thereby our 
siarri^es will receive recognition in the civilized world; wo shall have a 
place in the sun. We shall not have a place in the sun by passing this Act. 

Sir, I want to say one word with regard to Act HI of 1872 in con- 
nection with which Sir Hari Singh Hour quoted some passages from Sir 
Henry Maine's speeches. Sir, it may not be known to all Members of 
this House how that Act came to be enacted. Before 1868, many 
Brahmos, Hindu dissenters, contracted inter-caste and even mixed mar- 
riages. At that time a great lawyer, Mr. Cowie, was the Advocate General 
of Bengal. A question arose and the mutter of the Brahmo marriages 
came before Mr. Cowie for his opinion. Mr. Cowie went into the matter 
and he declared that these marriages were invalid and the children born 
of these marriages were illegitimate. Well, that was a very serious situa- 
tion, because a very la?'ge number of marriages had taken place, quite 
bona fide, children had been born, and there was this perilous situation. 
Keshab Chimder Ben, the great Brahmo leader was then alive. He came 
to Simla post haste. He consulted Sir Henry Maine as to the way out 
of the difficulty, and then Sir Henry said this : 

“I am prepared on behalf of Government, since such air emergency has arisen, I 
am prepared to bring forward a measure validating the marriages which had taken 
place and legitimatising the children born of such marriages.*’ 

That is the genesis of the Act of 1868. It was a Government measure. 
Government intervened in that instance, because an emergency had arisen 
and because the community affected invited the Government to pass an 
Act for their benefit. That is why the Gk)vemment lent its support to 
that measiue, and the measure was passed in the form of Act ITT of 1872. 
It is not because there w’as a sudden wave of reforming zeal which prompt- 
ed Sir Henry Mtiine to bring forward that measure. Where is the emer- 
gency today? Who wants it? Do the Mussulmans want it? {Several 
Mtihammadan Members: “No, no.") Do the Parsis \vant it? Do the 
Jews want it? Do the Christians need it? No. Then where is the 
emergency that this measure should be passed by this Legislature, and 
particularly at a time when minority communities are insisting on safe- 
guards? Is this the way in which their nghts, which they consider to 
be religious rights, are to be played with by a majority? (Some Moslem 
Members: “Hear, hear.") 

Mr. Amar Kath Dutt: Why did the Government not observe this 
wholesome policy when the Sarda Act was rushed through the Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: I am not discussing the Sarda 
Act at the moment; T am discussing Sir Hari Singh Gour'g Bill. Sir, as 
I said before, the Moslems like the Hindus are governed by their personal 
law. I shall take a few branches of the personal law and very briefly 
say how each of these branches of the personal law of the Moslems will 
be affected by this measure. T shall take the subjects of Marriage, Dower. 
Divorce, Legitimacy, Inheritance, Guardianship, Maintenance and Wakf. 
1 shall take these eight branches of Muhammadan law, all essential., 
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Sir, it is well-known that under the Muhammadan law certain marriages 
are prohibited. 1 shall take only one of these by way oj; illustration. 
If marriage with a woman is prohibited by reason of fosterage, such 
marriage is void. Under Muhammadan law, as is well known, there are 
two kinds of iiTeguIar marriages. (3ne kind is called invalid and another 
kind is called void. 1 am only dealing with the void kind which has 
got no legal existence. Marriage with a woman prohibited by reason 
of fosto’jage is void. Now, supposing marriage with such a woman takes 
place under Dr. Gour’s measure, what happens? Under tlie statute, it 
will be valid; unde?' the Muhammadan law it will be, void. What about 
the children? The children will ho legitimate no doubt, hec'aiise the 
statute lenders tliat marriage valid, but will they be children of a Moslem 
marriage? No. Then, will they as children inherit? No, because it is 
only a Moslem child who can be an heir under the Moslem law of inherit- 
ance. What is the position of that child then? That child is a legiti- 
mate child, hut he is deprived of his right of inheritance, hewnise he 
cannot inherit according to ]\riihammadan law; it is only Moslem children 
that can inherit under the Muhammadan law. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: What about Lex Lori? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Lex Loci makes aiiiplo provision 
for relevant cases, 1 have given an illustration of a void marriage. 
I will now give an illustration of an invalid marriage, — invalid as dis- 
tinguished from a void niarriage. Invalid marriages do not (a'eatc mutual 
rights of inlieritaiice. Although the childi’en are, regarded as legitimate, 
invalid mar?'iages do not create mutual rights of inheritance. For instance, 
marriage with a. wotnan undergoing iddoi is an invalid marriage; it is not 
a void marriage; but there ai'e no mutual rights oE inhei'itance in the case 
of such a maiTiage. Will such a mai'riage, which would ho permitted 
under this measure, create mutual rights? No provision is made for that. 

I will next take the question of dower. It is one of the most valuable 
rights whi(ih a Afoslem woman has. Now, no Moslem woman marrying 
under this measure can claim dower because it is a stJitutory marriage ; 
it is not a Moslem maiTiage. This valuable right will be lost to all Moslem 
women who marry under the proposed measure. I arn showing that if 
this measure is passed, any Moslem marrying under this measure must 
lose many of the rights wdiich the Muhammadan law gives to him or her. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: They will read your speech and won’t marry 
under the Act. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: If they don’t marry under the 
Act, then it is not a necessary measure, and why have it, why force it 
down the throat of an unwilling community? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: But they are willing to take the risk. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I am coming to that optional 
argument in a minute. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: May I ask where was that good sense when 
the Sarda Bill was on? 



THE SPECIAL MABRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 601 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: The Sarda Act is long past. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: He is speaking from his brief; that is not his 
opinion. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: l am speaking from my brief 
hot out of mere enthusiasm, and I shall bo delighted if Dr. Gour, with 
his inexhaustible knowledge of law, will controvert any of the propositions 
I am submitting. 

Ilien, take divorce. Those who arc familiar w^ith the Muhammadan 
law know very well the great elastieitv which the Muhammadan law, gives 
in the matter of divorce. All that will be gone. It will be only the 
Indian Divorce A(;t which wdll regulate the rights of parties. I will men- 
tion only one. A contract of marriage under the Muhammadan law may 
be dissolved in three ways; om^, by the husband at his will without the 
intervention of a court of law — I am not concerned with that for the 
/moment — and second, by mutual consent of the husband and wife and 
without intervention of a court. That is one of the recognised modes by 
which a divorce can be obtained under the Muhammadan law. That will 
be denied to jktsous marrying under this measure because the Indian 
Divorce Act does not recognise mutual consent as one of the methods by 
wiiich divorce can bo obtained. Here, again, the personal law of the 
•Moslems gives an elasticity to the parties in the matter of divorce; that 
elasticity will bo taken awiiy and they will bo relegated to the restricted 
grcuinds on which a divorce can be obtained under the Indian Divorce Act. 

Hr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: Does my Honourable friend support this 
elastic form of divorce? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: l am not here supporting or 
controverting the wisdom of any branch of the Muhammadan law. All 
I am addressing myself to is this, that this measure is an interference with 
the Muhammadan law; it takes away rights from the Moslems which the 
Muhammadan law gives them ; that is all ] am concerned with at the pre- 
sent moment. Whether the right ought to be taken away or not is a 
different matter, T am not to be drawn into an ethical disquisition. 1 
will quote a passage from a w^ell-knowm book — I am quoting from the book 
on Muhammadan Law by Sir Dinshaw Mulla. 

“An agreement made, whether before or after marriage, by which it is provided 
that tile wife should be at liberty to divorce herself from her husband under ceriain 
specified contingencies, is valid if the conditions are of a reasonable nature and are not 
opposed to the policy of the Muhammadan Jaw. When such an agreement is made, 
the wife may, at any time after the happening of tlie contingency, repudiate herself 
in the exercise of the power, and a divorce will then fake effect to the same extent 
as if the talal' had been pronounced by the husband. The power so delegated to the 
wife i.s not revocable, and she may exercise the power even after institution of a 
suit against her foi* restitution of conjugal rights.** 

This valuable right which the wife has got will be taken away if she 
marries under the proposed law. 

.Sir Hari Singh Gour: They will marry with their eyes wide open. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: Sir, I have shown that in^the 
matter of marriage, in the matter of dower, in the matter of divorce, any 
Moslem marrying under this measure will be deprived of valuable rights 
which the personal law gives him or her. 
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Now, take the case of legitimacy. This is very important. Sir, there- 
is a beneficent rule under the Muhammadan law that when legitimacy 
cannot be established by direct proof acknowledgment is recognised as a 
means whereby legitimate descent may be established as a matter of sub*^ 
stantive law for the purpose of inheritance. This is a most valuable and 
beneficent provision of Muhammadan law. Now, this rule will have no 
application to the case of a child whose legitimacy may be in question if 
the child is born of a marriage contracted under this measure. 

Take the question of guardianship. As Honourable Members familiar 
with Muhammadan law know, there are special rules of guardianship under 
Muhammadan law. 

Sir Hari Singh dour: Very much more rigid than the Guardian and 
Wards Act. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: There are special rules and they 
were framed for the benefit of the community. They are useful rules. All 
those rules of guardianship will be swept away and drab uniform rules of 
the Guardian and Wards Act will come into play. I will give an illustra- 
tion. The mother is entitled to the custody of her male child until he 
has completed the age of seven and to the custody of her female child until 
she hiis attained puberty, and the right is not lost though she may have 
been divorced by her husband. Failing the mother, the right of custody 
of a boy under the age of seven and a girl who has not attained puberty 
devolves upon certain female relatives in the order enumerated. 1 would 
not give the whole list but the first is mother’s mother. Now, failing the 
mother, the mother’s mother is the guardian of the infants. Under the 
Guardian and Wards Act, the mother s mother does not come in at all. 
Under the Muhammadan law, the mother’s motlier has got the right to be 
the guardian of the infant grand children. She will be deprived of that 
right if this Act is passed. If a niarriago takes place under this Act, the 
children born of that marriage will never be under the guardianship of 
the mother s mother. Take this case. A mixed marriage takes place and 
mixed marriages will bo permitted under this Act. A young Muhammadan 
and a young Hindu girl marry out of, say, the dictates of their conscience. 
I suppose that is the phrase that has been used but it is nothing more 
than youthful impulse and conscience does not come in there at all. They 
run away and they rnany^ under this Act before a Eegistrar. What 
hfippens.^ Suppose a child is born and the question f)f guardianship arises. 
The mother is dead. This child of a Muhammadan father will be dealt 
with under the Guardian and Wards Act, whereas if it was good Muham- 
madan marriage, then the most suitable person wdio would look after this 
child, the grand mother, would have taken care of it. It is not so in this 
case. pr. Gour may say that the Muhammadan rules of guardianship are 
more rigid than the rules of the Guardian and Wards Act. Nevertheless r 
the Muhammadan rules are humane and the Muhammadan child will be 
deprived of Gie care of the most suitable person to whom it could be- 
committed, if the Muhammadan law were applicable. 

Let me take the next item— maintenance. Under the Muhammadan law, 
children are bound to maintain poor parents. I suppose Dr. Gour will say 
this is unsound, but it is certainly a humane and beneficent rule thalr 
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children should be bound to maintain their parents. Now, children bom 
of marriage under this law would not be bound to maintain their parents. 

may say that the parents must shift for themselves. Now, it may 
be all very well in societies where individualism holds sway that every per- 
son' must shift for himself but in an Eastern society, sentiments and tradi- 
tions have hallowed this practice, that children must m“^ntain their poor 
parents. But under this Act there will be no legal obligation. It will be 
a mere moral obligation. In the case of people who marry out of impulse 
and go out of the pale of their society, it is doubtful how far moral obliga- 
tions will be binding upon them. 

Then I come to the wakf. A Muhammadan can create a wakf for the 
benefit of his children provided the ultimate benefit is given to charity. 
If a Muhammadan marries under this Act, he will not be able to create 
such a wakf. If the real object was to make a family settlement which 
would otherwise be invalid under the Muhammadan law of succession, the 
wakf would be invalid. Therefore the Muhammadan Jaw of wakf is inti- 
mately bound up with the Muhammadan law of succession. Now, if a 
person mames under this Act, then the Muhammadan law of succession 
ijc hijpothesi cannot apply. If that be so, the person who marries under 
this Act will be deprived of the right of creating a wakf for the benefit of 
his children, because the children w'ould be born of a statutory marriage. 
Thus, this valuable right will be lost to him. As a matter of fact he will 
Jf)S(^ most of the rights which his personal law gives him. Practically He 
will cease to be a member of his community. Ho will be lost to the 
counminity. Again, where the w’akf involves the pcrfonnancc of religious 
duties, the inutaivalli must be a Moslem. Now’, w'hat about the children 
of a statutory marriage being able to perform religious duties? They 
r-annot, because that marriage is not a valid man-iage according to 
Muhammadan law. If it be not a valid marriage according to Muham- 
madan law\ the children bom of such a marriage cannot bo held to be 
such Moslems as are competent to perform religions duties. Here again, 
lu‘ loses his right to become a niutnicalh. He cannot create a wakf. He 
cannot become a mutairalli if religious duties are involved. If may he said 
that T am taking extreme cases. Possibly I am but it is only by extreme 
cases that you can tost the soundness or imsoimdness of a proposition. 

Then take the case of inheritance. Sir Hari Singh (lour himself re- 
cognises the difficulty. In his Statement of Objects and Peasons he says 
this: Moslems might as regards succession be equally brought under the 
law' enacted in the Indian Succession Act. Has there been any claiin froni 
tli(^ Muhammadan community, that they should in the matter of inheri- 
tance be governed by the rules of the Indian Succession Act and not tfie 
rules of their personal law? No provision has been made in ihe Bill for 
sncc'ossion. What w’’Ould happen to the children born of a statutory 
marriage? How w’ill they succeed? Thej cannot succeed under the 
Muhammadan law^ 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: You add a clause in the Select Committee. 


The Honourable Sir Brojendra Hitter: It is a fundamental matter. It 
is not a matter of drafting that you may add a clause? in Select 
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Coii-iiuittec. again the question arises — who wants it? Sir Hari Sinn] 

Ooiir inav want it but the eommunitv affected does not want it. Will thii 
House thrust it upon that community? 

An Honourable Member: Sir Hari Singh Gour also does not want i 
now. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Now, Sir, 1 have shown that ii 
the matter of Aluhainmadan personal law the parties to a statutory niai' 
riago will lose many valuable rights. The ehiklren born of such a marriage 
will lose practically every right which the Muhammadan law gives tc 
]\Juhammadaii (diildren. That being so, is it to be wondered at that llu 
Mussalman community should oppose Alia measure? And if that is llu 
feeling of the Moslem community — a genuine feeling based upon gooci 
reason — how can Sir Hari Singh Gour expec't that the Government shoult 
support a measure of this kind which is in effect a revolutionary measure ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Then what did you do in 1029 when this l>ilJ 
was before this House? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: I was not here then. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Why, you said you^lefi it to the free choice el 
the House? 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Sir, 1 have c'ndeavoured to show 
that, so far as the lour communities affiuded by this Bill are concerned, it 
is not iK’cessarv in the ease of one, it is not wanted by two of tlie com- 
munities — the Jews and the Parsis — and it would be highly detrimental to 
the J\Iussahuans. That is the nature of the Bill. Therefore, it is not a 
question of extending a bonctit which has already been assured to Hindus 
and other communities, and I dispute the assumption that any benefit iRiS 
been conferred upon anybody (Hear, hear). If it were relevant, and d 
there were lime, I eould have shown that hy the Act of 1923 the Hindu 
community certainly was not benefited; anyone marrying under that 
measure ])ractically ceases to be a member of the Hindu community and 
loses all the rights which the Hindu law confers on him. He belongs to 
that group of persons who do not belong to any community whatsoever. 
Sir, 1 will now come to the optional argument. Sir Hari Singh Gour says, 
‘‘Oil, but tliis is optional”, “you are not bound to marry under this Act. 
It is only enabling, it will give you freedom of conscience”, and what 
not. Now why is this measure brought in at all? Not to give optional 
benefit to jicople, but in order to secure international recognition. Hir, 
in order to secure international recognition, it is necessary that it should 
be a compulsory m(‘asur(' so as to show that here is a country, India, iu 
which there is a (jompulsory law ensuring monogamy and therefore 
dest'rving of international recognition. If you make it optional, something 
which may be resorted to by only a few hairbrained people (Laughter), 
th(*n what hec*omes of the personal laws? In an international gathering it 
will he said, “Oh, you still have got your personal laws, you may have the 
option of running away from your own community and of belonging to no 
community, to no man’s land, but the bulk of your community stick to 
fheir pers(jnal laws.” What is the good of having an optional measure 
for the ])uri)ose of international recognition? It may be for freedom ot 
conscience and what not, it may be a forward measure, but certainly for 
the purpose of international recognition, this optional clause is useless. 
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An Honourable Member: Why, Sir Hari Singh Gour will become an 
innnortal. 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter: Sir, we have got two ancient 
coclcf; of law in tliis (‘Oimtry. I am not ialhing of the laws of the Jews 
hr of the Parsis bt?caiifte they are very small communities but so far as the 
majority comniimities are concerned, there are two very antdent systems of 
law. Those systems of law, the Hindu and the Moslem systems of law^ 
have pn'servod Hindu society and Moslem society through many centuries. 
Do not play with these systems by bringing forward this sort of subversive 
legislation. It is destructive, of ihe whole structure which has preserved 
these societies through all these long centuries. It undermines the very 
foundaiions upon which these social institutions arc based, and the insti- 
tution of marriage is an important part of that foundation. Bir, I do 
a])peal to this House not to play with the ancient institution of marriage 
in this country. (Hear, hear.) 

Several Honourable Members: The question may be now put. 

Mr, President: I think it would be best to put the question. We have 
a very Jong agc'nda. The matter has been fully discussed, and I would 
ask the House, to decide whether they wish to ‘.iceept the closure. The 
question is that, the <|uestion be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I wish time had ]K‘,rmilted a few more 

s])eakers to speak on this very interesting and important question. Sir, 

I must confess that 1 have been very much surprised by the attitude which 
the (lovernnient have adopted in the year 1981, because when this measure 
was placed before this House in 1921. they were sympathetic, and when it 
(‘a^'ie up on two other occasions they said that it was a measure upon which 
their attitude would be determined by the expressions of opinion in this 
Hous(i. Hir, I (*an understand the fervid, the ]>(‘rfi*rvid ap])eal which my 
fri(*nd. Sir Hrojendra Milter, has made on behalf of the Government. 
With his tongue in his cheek he makes us believe that this measure, if 
passed, will completely destroy the very foundations of Hindu and 

Moslem societies. Sir, I would certainly have pushed on this motion of 

mine to its consequence, but 1 feel that the House is not at the present 
moment in that sane mood in which I am perfectly certain it will be. . . . 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: What docs the Honourable Member mean by 
saying “that the House is not in that sane mood”? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: 1 hope, Sir, lhat the discussion that has proceeded 
will give this House a little tinu^ and opportunity to judge of the measure 
upon its merits, and I therefore wish, Sir, with your pemiission, to with- 
draw the motion. 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 

Mr. President: Is it your ])leasurc, gentlemen, to allow Sir Hari Singh 
Gour to withdraw his motion? 

Several Honourable Members: No, no. 
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Mr, President: Permission is not granted. I will now put the ques*^ 
tion. 

The question is: 

*'That the Bill further to amend the Special Marriage Act, 1872, be taken inte 
consideration.’* 

The motion was negatived. (Applause.) 


THE CODE OF CKIMINAL PBOCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpui* cum Champaran: Non-jMuham- 
madan) : Sir, T do not want to move my motion for consideration of the 
Bill to amend the Indian Telegraph Act, but with your permission I should 
like to go on to the next Bill on the agenda. . . . 

Mr. President: You can do so. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 {Amend* 
ment of Section 1^) he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable 
Sir James Crerar, Sir Lancelot (Jrahani, Mr. B. R. Puri, Sir Abdur Rahim, Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
Arthur Moore and the mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a meeting of Committee sha.ll be four.” 

Sir, as stated in the Staienient of Objects and Eeasons, section 144 of 
4pm Criminal Procedure (/Ode constitutes an entire chapter 

* (Chapter XI) whose object is, in the words of the Code, to pro- 
vide for “TeinporarN Orders in Urgent Cases of Nuisance or Apprehended 
Danger”. The words of the section were, from the very nature of the 
entirely temporary action contemplated, made very general, and the dis- 
cretion left to the Magistrates for the pur])ose was also correspondingly 
wide. But the extraordinary and indiscriminate applications of the section 
that have taken place in recent years on such a large scale for the pur- 
pose of suppressing political agitation, or other legitimate activity, are 
matters which could not have been foreseen, and constitute a misuse of 
the provisions of tlie section. The extraordinary powers conferred extend, 
to interference with the lawful rights, and are only to be resorted to when, 
the Magistrate is satisfied that the other powers with w’hich he is vested 
under the law are insufficient to secure the object which he has in view. 
This section should not be allowed to take the place of any other provi- 
sion of the law which might more appropriately apply. I am not going 
to weary the House by reciting the cases in which this point was discussed 
but T would only refer to 6 Madras, page 20B, which was a full Bench' 
case, 38 Calcutta, page 876, and 17 Allahabad, page 485, which was also 
a full Bench case. T am sorry T have not got these references with me 
now’. Sir, it is within the experience of all of us that this section, wWch 
w^as intended only to provide for temporary orders in urgent cases of 
nuisance or apprehended danger, has been misused and misapplied to cases 
to which it was not intended to apply. People have been prohibited from 
leading processions, from taking part in lawful activities, such as holding 
public meetings. 
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An Honourable Member: Even wearing a Gandhi Cap. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: And when the period of the prohibitory order 
has once expired, the order has been renewed with the result that virtually 
it has become a perpetual injunction. Now, Sir, when the subsequent 
order purports to renew a previous one which has expired, it is in effect an 
extension, and therefore without jurisdiction. This view has been referred 
to in certain law cases, such as 14 Criminal Law Journal, page 658, 7 
Calcutta Weekly notes, page 140, and 23 Criminal Law Journal, page 689. 
I have not these rulings at present before me to verify but a reference, 
will probably bear out liiy xqntention. iSir, 1 want to restrict this discre- 
tionary power which is vestell in the Magistrates, and the essence of my 
proposition is this that notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, 
no order under this section shall be made by a Magistrate so as to restrict 
the right of any person or jiersons to convene, attend, or take part in any 
public or political meeting, association, procession, or other demonstration, 
unless the Magistrate finds on evidence duly recorded that such direction 
is necessary to jirevent obstruction, annoyance, or injury to any person 
lawfully employed, or danger to human life, health or safety, or a disturb- 
^ance of the public tranquillity, or a riot, or an affray. 

My second proposition is that no ex parte order shall be passed by a 
Magistrate in such cases without evidence duly recorded, and no such order, 
if made cx parte ^ shall remain in force for a longer period than forty -eight 
hours. 

My third point is that I want to provide an appeal against the order 
4.0 the Court of Sessions. Now, in order to establish my case, it is neces- 
sary for me to give some instances in which during recent years, the pro- 
visions of this section have been misapplied, t will first recall that 
historic occasion when the Barisal Provincial Conference in 1906 was dis- 
persed under section 144. Why? Because the authorities wanted to take 
an undertaking from those attending the Conference that the words 
Bande maiaram w’ould not be shouted after the close of the Conference. 
Sir, I am not drawing upon my imagination, ‘ but I am reading out to you 
a passage from a book called “A Nation in Making’*, by Sir Surendranath 
Banerjea which will support my statement. At page 226, we read as 
follows : 

“But the story of this act of repression, one of the darkest in the annals of the 
defunct Government of East Bengal, was not yet closed. The Conference met o.n the 
following day and was transacting its business in the usual way, when Mr. Kemp, 
District Superintendent of Police, entered the pandal. He walked up to the platform 
and told the President that the Conference must disperse, unless he was prepared to 
give a guarantee that the delegates would not shout Uandp, Mafaram in the streets 
Bfter the Conference was over. The President after consulting the delegates, declined 
to give the guarantee. Mr. Kemp then read out the order of the Magistrate direct- 
ing the disper&al of the Conference under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
A Weave of indignation passed over the Conference. The delegates were in no mood to 
submit.*’ 

Was this a proper application of the section? Well, S'ir, the other 
occasion on which section 144 was misused or misapplied was in 1917 when 
Mahatma Gandhi visited Muzaffarpur with the object of making an enquiry 
into the allegations with regard to the strained relationship that existed 
between the indigo planters of Champaran and the r>"ots of the district. 
Mahatma Gandhi, on invitation, visited Muzaffarpur. He saw the Secre- 
"tary of the Indigo Planters’ Association, as w^ell rs the Commissioner of 
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the Division, and then he proceeded to Champaran. On reaching Cham- 
paran he was served with a notice under section 144. I will read out the 
terms of that notice. The notice is dated th© 16th April, 1917, issued by 
the District Magistrate of Champaran. It reads: 

“Whereas it has been made to appear to me from the letter of the Commissioner 
of the Division, copy of which is attached to this order, that your presence iu any 
part of tho district will endanger the public peace and may lead to serious disturbance 
which may be accompanied by loss of life and whereas urgency is of the utmost im- 
portance; Now therefore, 1 do hereby order you to abstain from remaining in this 
District which you are required to leave by the next available train.” 

That was the notice issued by the District Magistrate of Champaran. Now*, 
it is necessarv for the House to understand how this notice was served 
at the mere direction of the Commissioner of the Division. The letter of 
the Commissioner of the Division is dated the 18th April, 1917, to the 
District Magistrate, and it runs as follows : 

“Mr. Gandhi has come here in response to what he describes as an insistent public 
demand, to enquire into the conditions under which Indians work on indigo planta- 
tion, and desires the help of the local administration. He came to see me this morning 
and I explained that relations betw-een the planters and the rayats had engaged the 
attention of the administration since the sixties, all that we were particularly con- 
cerned with a phase of the problem in Champaran now ; but that it was dotihif ul 
whether the intervention of a strariger in the middle of our treatment of the case would 
not prove an embarrassment. I indicated the potentialities of disturbance in Cbampn- 
ran, asked for credentials to show an insistent public demand for his enquiry, and 
said that the matter could probably need reference to Government. I expect that 
Mr. Gandhi will communicate with mo again before he proceeds to Champaran, bui 
have been. informed since our interview that his object is likely to be agitation rather 
than a genuine search for knowledge, and it is possible that he may proceed without 
further reference. T consider that there is a danger of disturbance to the public 
tranquillity should he visit your district, and have the honour to request you to direct 
him by order under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code to leave it at once 
if he should appear.” 

Sir, I ask my friend the Honourable the Home Member in all seriousness 
whether the terms of section 144 have been complied with in a case like that. 
It is the District Magistrate who must be satisfied on evidence that there 
is an urgent case of nuisance or apprehended danger which requires im- 
mediate treatment. From the terms of the letter which I have read out 
none of the elements of the section seems to be present, and to get rid 
of an unpleasant visitor, if I may say so, the provision of section 144 was 
resorted to. The reply of Mahatma Gadhi to the District Magistrate of 
Motihari is significant. It is a very short' one, dated the 14th April, 1917. 

*'With reference to the order under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
which is served upon me, I beg to state that I am sorry that you have felt called 
upon to issue it, and T am sorry too that the Commissioner of the Division has totally 
misinterpreted my position. Out of a sense of public responsibility I feel it to be 
my duty to say that I am unable to leave this district, but if it so pleases the authori- 
ties I shall submit to the order by suffering the penalty of disobedience. I most 
emphatically repudiate the Commissioner’s suggestion that my object is likely to be 
agitation. My desire is purely and simply for a genuine search for knowledge, and 
this I shall continue to satisfy so long as I am left free.” 

He was hauled up before the Magistrate, and he pleaded guilty to the 
charge of disobedience. But in consultation with the higher authorities, 
the case was withdrawn, and he was allowed to proceed with his work, with 
the result that no disturbances of any kind occurred, although the planters 
tried to put obstacles in his way. 
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Sir, during recent months this section has been so used as to convert 
the police and the magistracy, which really means the police, in the long 
j-iin, into legislatures, creating new crimes out of acts which the existing 
]aw does not recognise as offences. I will give a few instances. A 
Magistrate in Madras issued an order under section 144 prohibiting the 
use^of what are known as Gandhi caps by the public at large; and assaults 
qiid imprisonments also took place in consequence of this order. The 
order was ultimately withdrawn at the instance of the High Court.. 
Another Magistrate issued an order forbidding private persons from flying 
what are called national flags over private houses. This order was also 
subsequently quashed by the High Court. Peaceful picketing, and peaceful 
processions with regard to the propagation of hhaddar, for instance, have 
fiJso been ])rohibited under the provisions of section 144 of the Criminal 
Ibocedure Code. In 1921 or 1922 our colleague, Maulvi Muhammad Shah, 
was served with a notic^e prohibiting him from addressing a meeting within 
Hajipur. About the same time Mr. Anugrah Narayan i&ingh, who was 
afterwards a Member of the Council of State, was prohibited from making 
speech in Dumka; and at that time a number of typed copies of notices 
without names were kept ready by the Sub-Divisional Officer. As soon as 
an unwelcome visitor would come to Dumka, only the name had to be 
filled in in the typed copy, and he was served with a notice under section 
144, asking him to leave the place, or not to deliver any speecdi at all. 
This, I submit, is a most unfair and unwarranted use of section 144. 
About that time in Sitamarhi, which is a sub-division of Muzaffarpiir, a 
popular Hindi song was proliibited from being sung under section 144, 
because it was “sung in such a manner as to excite the audience into a 
frenzy and hatred for the British Govemment". That was the reason 
given in the notice, although the song itself was not proscribed. Another 
notice was served prohibiting a meeting in that very place, Sitamarhi, on 
the ground that the people attending if would commit a nuisance on the 
ground, and thereby probably make the place insanitary. (Laughter.) 
This is a most ridiculous use of section 144. In the district of Muzaffar- 
pur there is a place called Hurdi where a mela is held every year and 
hundreds of cattle are brought for sale. Two or three Europeans visited 
that mela, and some one shouted “Mahatma Gandhi ki iai“ within their 
hearing. The result was that a notice under section 144 was issued for- 
bidding people from carrying lathis in that mela, or holding a meeting 
within a certain radius. About 1921 again, as some Honourable Members 
will remember, the late Mr. C. R. Dias was prohibited from entering 
Mymensingh, because some school examination was being held at the time, 
and it was thought that his presence would result in drawing away some 
of the students from their examinations. Was this section intended to 
be applied like this? Sir, we know what has been recently happening in 
Bombay. I will read out the terms of .a notice under section 144, which 
was served upon the Congress people in Bombay recently, and which runs 
as follows : 

•‘Whereas it has been made to appear before me that the Bombay Provinci.il Con- 
gress Committee has been drilling, exercising and moving in formation its volunteers 
and other men in the Esplanade Maidaii within sight of and in proximity to the 
Indian infantry regiments, and whereas it appears that the conduct of the Congress 
volunteers and other bodies of persons who are drilling, exercising and moving in 
formation there is of such a nature as to lead to annoyance or to provoke a breach 
®f th® peace and whereas I am of opinion that in order to prevent a breach of the 
public peace, riot, or affray, immediate prevention is desirable ... to abstain from 
exercising, drilling or moving in formation there for a period of two months from this 
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‘Can the lawful right of persons be curtailed in this way? 

These are some of the instances in which the provisions of section 144 
have been abused. The Gujrat Provincial Congress Committee appointed 
a non-official inquiry committee* to inquire into the conduct of certain 
police officers who were concerned in a riot or disturbance at a place 
called Banpur. Notice under section 144 was promptly issued upon the 
members of the inquiry committee prohibiting them from entering or 
making an inquiry into these allegations in the district of Ahmedabad. 
1 submit that this is a most unwarranted interference with the personal 
rights of individuals, and notice under thig section is a gross abuse of 
powers. The other day 1 asked a question of the Honourable the Home 
Member, and in reply I got the information that a dispensary was closed 
in Peshawar under the terms of a notice which wag issued under section 
144, because probably some who used to go there for treatment happened 
to be Congress volunteers. Tlie history of India during the last few years 
hag become a history of lathi charges, bloodshed, riot and affray. The 
police, it appears, break the peace almost everyvrhere in order, 1 fancy, 
io keep the peace; and the magistracy seems to be in an unholy combination 
with the Executive in trying to suppress the legitimate activities of the 
people under the cloak of section 144. I would therefore submit, Sir, that 
the time hag arisen w’hen the wide and unfettered discretion which is 
vested in the ^Magistrates and which they have so grossly abused, during 
recent years, should be curtailed; and with this object in vicw^ I have 
brought forward my Bill. I do not want to proceed very hastily, and 
recognise the need of caution. So I want it to be referred to a Select 
‘•Committee. If there are any imperfectiong in my Bill, or if a better 
method of improving the deficiencies could be devised, probably we shall 
be able to consider the same in the Select Committee. With these few 
wwds, Sir, I move. (Cheers.) 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member): Mr. President, 
I must oppose the motion of the Honourable gentleman to refer this Bill 
to a Select Committee. I do so mainly upon two grounds. I think that 
if the Honourable Member desires to establish a good case for sending a 
Bill of this character to a Select Committee, it is incumbent upon him 
to establish beyond any doubt one of t^vo propositions, — in the first place 
that the powers are unnecessary, or in the alternative, that the powers are 
very liable to abuse, that they have been greatly abused and that the lew 
provides no remedy against abuse. I submit to the House that on both 
or either of those propositions the Honourable Member has not succeeded 
in establishing a case. This provision of the law is no new provision of 
the law. It has been on the .S^tatute Book, I think, for at least 60 years. 
It is not within the category — at least I do not think it can fairly be con- 
tended to be in the category — of what are sometimes called extraordinary 
laws. These powers were deliberately conferred by the Legislature upon 
the magistracy something like 50 years ago. The necessity was then 
clearly recognised and the necessity from time to time has arisen, and 
I add with the greatest regret, that in recent times the necessity hns 
arisen more frequently and in a more acute form. Now, Sir, I do not 
propose to follow the Honourable gentleman in detail in his recital of 
various cases in which he alleges these powers have been abused. Of two 
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oases whieh occurred before the year 1928 he mentioned the case of an 
urder served in Champuran. It is not my purpose to go into detail into 
unhappy chapters of so many years ago, which might now be regarded as 
olosed and sealed chapters. As regards the particular incident in Cham- 
|)uran, I would only say this, that at that time the District of Ghamparan 
was very seriously disturbed, that disturbances of a serious character took 
place and I do not think that any candid judge would regard it as a 
matter of surprise that the authorities thought it necessary to use special 
powers. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: 1 beg your pardon. There was nothing in 
1917 ; there was no sort of disturbance in‘ Champaran. Will the Honour- 
able Member kindly say to what he is referring*/ 

The Honourable Sir Janies Orexari in any case, i think, there was 
considerable ground for apprehension at that time. In any case, the 
subsequent history of the order to which the Honourable Member has 
referred even on his own account does not appear to establish a very 
cogent case of a grave abuse of the section. Moreover those incidents 
took place before a very important amendment of the law to which my 
Honourable friend has not referred. In the year 1923 the law was amend- 
ed in order itj bring orders under this section under the direct review 
of the High Court. To that point 1 shall revert later. Mow, Sii, the 
Honourable Member has urged that in recent years, and more particularly 
during the present year, this power has been extensively used — ^he has 
said extensively abused. 1 must state quite candidly that 1 cannot 
accept that proposition in any manner whatever. In issuing orders under 
section 144, in the numerous instances in which Magistrates have found 
it necessary or have deemed it necessary to issue such an order, that in 
some cases such an order might have been avoided without any grave 
effect, I am not prepared to deny. Hut I do most strougly deny that 
the power is used frequently on frivolous and unnecessary grounds, and 
particularly that it has been grossly abused. 1 will not go more fully 
into details of cases in which the Honourable Member alleges that the 
section has been used for political purposes to put it broadly. On the 
contrary, 1 feel very strongly that the whole policy of the Local Govern- 
ments, who are primarily concerned in the administration of this section, 
of the Government of India and of the responsible Magistrates themselves, 
is not to use powers under this section for the purpose of checking or in 
any way impeding any legitimate activity, but solely and entirely for 
the purpose of maintaining tranquillity and protecting the general public 
in pursuing their lawful avocations. And I wish to remind the Honour- 
fible Member and the House that, quite apart from the use of the section 
in circumstances of this kind, it has been invoked and indeed it has been 
found of the most invaluable assistance in another class of cases of 
apprehended danger. Though 1 regret to have to recall such an unhappy 
state of affairs to the House, nevertheless it will be within the memory 
of the House that not two or three years ago there wag an epidemic of 
sectional gnd communal riots, in the course of which a great deal of blood- 
shed took place. I do not think that any Honourable Member here will 
be disposed to question what I claim, namely, that, in, dealing with such 
lamentable occurrences and more particularly in preventing them, the 
District Officers throughout the length and breadth of India whore Ihose 
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troubles took place or were threatened were animated by only one singK 
laea, and that was to prevent these things with their lamentable, qonse- 
queneeb and to avert bloodshed and to maintain tranquillity. Mow, J 
assure the House, and 1 am sure on tlus point 1 sliaJl have the corrobora 
tion of some of my Honourubie friends wdio have; more recent and more 
intimate acquaintance with tlie admiiiistraticn of tlie districts, when 1 say 
that in eircumstance.-> oi lliat kind an order luidei section 144 is by far 
the most valuable weapon in tlieir hands. Indeed 1 should regard it not 
so much as a valuable weapon as a form of insurance against the occur 
rence of such disturbances. 

iNovv, {Sir, i pass on to anolliei part oi the Honourable Member b 
proposition, it is his object to provide that no Magistrate can make uu 
order under this section without having duly recorded evidence, and that no 
ojii pado order should be passed without evidence tiuly recorded, and that 
no order, if made cx- parte, should remain in force for a longer period than 
48 hours. Sir, it is of the essence of the sound and ollective use of these 
powers in a very large majority of cases tliat the order should be made 
proniiitly. It is sometimes necessary tliat it siiould be made ex parte. 
The eltect of the Honourable Member s umendment would undoubted!} 
be to introduce in the procedure so dilatory a method that a very g\*euL 
part of the utility of the order would be completely lost, if the District 
Magistrate and the olhcers under his orders are to intervene in time tu 
prevent these things, it is essential that he should be empoweied to inter- 
vene promptly. it is quite a possible event uahty from the provisions 
which the Honourable Member proposes, that an order having been made 
ex parte will remain in force for only forty-eight hours, that the party 
against whom that order has been made may refuse or omit or be unable 
to appear or may deliberately evade appearance then that order ipso Jacio, 
through no fault of the Magistrate, through no fault of the Court, and 
possibly under oircuinstances of the gravest danger to the public, — that 
order ipao facto expires. That, 1 submit, is an impossible state of affairs, 
if the House is willing to acknowledge at all, and i think it will be willing 
to acknowledge, that in these ditheuit and dangerous circumstances which 
are postulated by the class of cases which both the Honourable the Mover 
and I are referring to, it is essential that the local authority, the District 
Magistrate or any olliecr who occupies a corresponding position, must bi‘ 
granted powers and prompt powers in proportion to his responsibilities. 

1 puss now to the second part of the Honourable Member s propositioJi. 
it is that au appeal should be given from an order made by a Magistrate 
under this section to the Sessions Judge. Well, the main practical objec- 
tion to that is that essentially the^ action under section 144 is action for 
which the executive authority must be responsible. The Sessions Judge 
is really not the proper authority to judge either of tlie necessity or of 
the propriety of an order of tliis kind. At any rate he ought not to 
be the final authority, nor ought he to have powders to hold up the hands 
of the Magistrate in carrying out what he regards as a measure of essential 
necessity for keeping or maintaining the public peace. Tliat is not b> 
say that these orders should not be subject to supervision and they arc 
subject to supervision. As T pointed out, the effecjt of the amendment of 
the Criminal Procedure Code in 1923 was to give to the High Court power. 
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which they had not heretofore possessed, to reverse or vary an order OGiade 
under section 144. That power still subsists; and any person or party 
against whom an order of this kind has been mad© or any one who is 
interested or directly concerned in the order has his lemedy; he can 
move the High Court in review. 

For all these reasons, I submit that if any time were opportune at all 
for a proposition of this kind, tlio present is the most inopportune. I havt' 
endeavoured to point out. very briefly and without bringing into the debate 
any matter of ])rejudieo, witliout any recital of facts and circumslances, 
which fit the present time it would perhaps not be wise for me to recitei 
I have endeavoured to point out to the House two things, that these 
powers have long been on the Statute book; that they have been proved to 
be not only extremely valuable but necessary, and that powers under 
this section cannot be exercised — they cannot be abused at any rate without 
Ihe author of those orders being called to account before the highest court 
of jurisdiction in the province. 


*Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non- 
Muhammndan Rural) : Sir, I desire to take this opportunity to congratulate 
my friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the clarity and also the information 
which distinguished the speech that he gave in introducing the Rill. T admit 
that the Honourable the Home Member has admitted that in one or two 
cfises section 144 had been misapplied ..... 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: No, Sir;^ I did not admit that. 
What T said was that I conceived that in certain circumstances it is 
possible that that might have been so. 


Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: The Honourable Member tells us that he did 
not admit it; but he says that he could conceive of circumstances — ^he 
could think that such circumstances were possible. If T understand the 
implications of that statement, T can take it as an admission. But whe- 
ther he is willing to admit or not, T was generous enough to think that 
he was willing to admit that there have been out of the numerous cases, 
the innumerable eases of misapplication, one or two misapplications at 
any rate in his knowledge. That shows that the Home Department of 
the Government of India must inquire into this matter and find out in 
how many cases there have been misapplications. Perhaps, Sir, it. is not 
within the jurisdiction of this House, or perhaps it is; but T think it will 
he a very good thing indeed, if the Home Department collects informa- 
tion on this matter as to the cases of misapplication or application within 
the course of the last ten or for that matter within the course of the last 
fifty vears of this law s existence. The Home Member tells us “It is an 
old law; it has been in existence for the last fifty years”. If onlv he 
will place before this House the information about the application of this 
Inw within the 25 vears of its existence, that is to say, the first half of 
25 vears of its existence, and if also he publishes to the. public or places 
before ns the application, of .this measure for the second half of 25 years, 
he will discover how grossly this measure has been misapplied. He will 
discover that in the first half it was not applied for the purposes for 
which it has been applied during the second half. With the awakening 
of the public consciousness, with the growth of nationalism, this law. 


*Speedi not reviso<l by the Hononrablo Member. 
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which great lawyers have admitted was not meant for that purpose, has 
been used for the purpose of suppressing national awakening. The main 
argument of the Honourable Member was that this is an old law. Because 
a thing is old it does not follow that it should live. I admire old age 
in certain respects. But when old age develops insanity, old age must 
have its natural end. 

An Honourable Member: Old must die. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer: That is a very good phrase indeed. My friend 
over there says old men, old institutions and old laws should perish. 
That is the course of nature, and when a fifty years* old law is not 
allowed to die, it must at least be allowed rejuvenation; and what my 
friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh wants is just to make the old man young 
so that he may not misbehave. At any rate, Sir, this law is an old law 
and it is a bad law, and the old law having become bad, it must go. 
It is hardly an excuse to say that a law has been in existence for fifty 
years. This British Government has been in existence for a hundred 
and fifty years and is becoming every day more objectionable; after one 
hundred and fifty years every day of its existence is being objected to by 
the people. The Government themselves have conceded that they are 
objectionable. The Prime Minister’s statement is a confession of their 
objectionable character, and as a law is 50 years old, I say it is 60 years 
bad, and it must go. 

Sir, the Honourable the Home Member was pleased to contradict 
certain statements made by my friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh in regard 
to Ohamparan. I would ask him to go into that question once again; 
I would ask him to send for the files of his Department and go through 
them once again. Sir, in Ohamparan this action under section 144 did not. 
bear fruit. On the other hand, it enabled those who resisted that law to 
reap the harvest, and the Government themselves realised, having failed 
to use section 144 for purposes for which they wanted to use it, having failed 
to realise what they wanted to realise under that section, they only 
stooped to conquer. They conceded in that matter, and the very conces- 
sion, the very triumph of Gandhi at Ohamparan, the very triumph of the 
public spirited people of Ohamparan and of Bihar in this matter, is n 
repudiation of the Honourable the Home M'ember’s statement that the 
law was necessary there. On the other hand. Sir, it is only a disclosure 
of the fact that section 144 is time and again hurled against us; it is 
time and again put against us to destroy every legitimate activity of ours, 
and os the subsequent action of Government has proved at Ohampnrari 
our activities were quite iiistified, and they were justified bv the Govern- 
ment themselves. Therefore, Sir, that argument cannot hold water. 

Then we come to the Honourable the Home Member’s suggestion that 
the oiiginal law was amended, that is to say, the old man was rejuvenated. 
Sir, by the 'provision that there could be an appeal to the High Court . . • 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan): No appeal. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I beg your pardon, revision by the High Court. 
My friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh asked “Why not take it before a Sessions 
Judge?”. And the Home Member says how can a Sessions Judge sit in 
judgment over the Magistrate? That is, in $bort, what the Home 
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Member wants us to take from him. He says how can the almighty Magis- 
trate submit to the judgment of the Sessions Judge? That, Sir, is a con- 
fession worthy of the Home Department of the Government of India, but 
that, Sir, is hot a thing which is very agreeable to the people. They 
cannot swallow a thing like that so easily. We are not going to accept 
the Magisterial right of setting up the criterion of political goodness ; we 
are not going to accept the Magisterial supremacy over the Sessions 
Judge, specially in a country like this, where the executive has been 
clothed with an authority unheard of in self-governing countries within 
the British Empire, it is I think, asking for too much on the part of the 
Home Member when he says that the/ Magistrate should not submit to 
the jurisdiction of the Sessions Judge. And he says there is the High 
Court. But does he understand, do the Government of India understand, 
that the High Court is not so near and not so easily accessible to the 
class of people who come under the punishment of section 144? The 
High Court is a more expensive proposition to some of our poor public 
men who are proceeded against under section 144. Sir, it is not proper 
for any Government to just force litigation, expensive litigation, on a poor 
and poverty-stricken people, and the most poverty-stricken political 
fltmgglers against whom this section is applied or rather misapplied. 

Now, Sir, the Honours] >le the Home Member referred to the communal 
riots and the use of section 144. I take up his argument for what I con- 
sider to bo an accurate statement of the matter, and I am prepared to 
prove to you that it is far from accurate. If section 144 had been applied 
to communal matters with the same enthusiasm, with the same frequency, 
with the same audacity with which it has been 'applied to political matters, 
possibly 1 might not have stood up in my place and said, “Wipe out this 
section or amend it**. Of course, my friend does not ask you to wipe 
it out; he only wants to amend it. That is the only question, and I am 
glad the Honourable the Home Member has stated that it is also 
meant for communal riots. I say, Sir, it is meant more for j)olitical than for 
communal riots, and if tlie Home Member supplies to this House com- 
parative information on how many o(*(*.asions and for how many com- 
munal risings, this section 144 was applied, and if he ])laces before this 
House or if he publishes through his rublicity Officer for the benefit of 
the people outside information as to liow many f'ommunnlisis were pro- 
ceeded against under section 144, .os to how many communalists were 
put in prison under section 144, T for one would say that the Govern- 
ment were not abusing this section for pr>liti(;nl purposes, for the suppres- 
sion of the expression of public opinion or the opinion of the people 
themselves. Sir, I Imow for a fact that this section has not been used 
for communal purposes with the same audacity, with the same reckless- 
ness, with the same la(?k of regard for purposes for which this section 
was introduced. I know that it is meant more for political purposes than 
for anything else. If only the Government ventured to deal with com- 
munal movements in the same manner in which they deal with political 
movements — J know a foreign Govomment cannot do it — ^but if the Gov- 
ernment were to do it, it would not have justified the existence of a 
revolutionary and a semi-revolutionary movement, side by side, in the 
shape of Gandhian lawlessness on the one side and terrorism on the 
other. It is the abuse of these sections that create movements of that 
character. You want to put down political movements, and any section 
is good enough for that purpose. The High Court may review, 
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but what does the Magistrate care for the High Court? Is there any 
Magistrate in this country who is afraid of the High Court, when he has 
the opportunity and when he feels that he has the right and the justifi- 
cation to use section 144 ? If section 144 had not been abused* for politi- 
cal purposes and if it had been adequately used for communal purposes, 
if communal leaders had been dealt with for creating communal trouble, 
and if they had been put in prison under section 144, or if section 144 had 
been equally and evenly applied for communal purposes, I at any rate would 
have said that the Home Member .was speaking of what has been in practice 
in this country. Ho was only making out a case with his ability, which 
I do not deny, with his shrewdness and with his capacity to produce 
what appears a seemingly reasonable argument when he said that section 
144 must remain for communal purposes. All the more reason why he 
should amend it and say it is for communal purposes henceforth and not 
for political purposes. In that case it ought to go to the Select Com- 
mittee. Sir, I always find that our men on this side arc so ready to go to 
Select Committee when the Oovemment come forward with a motion for 
Select Committee, but when some suggestion for a Select Committee 
comes from this side, even the most gracious of officials fight shy of it. 
Now, the Oovemment could easilv have taken up these matters in the 
Select Committee: they could easily have threshed out the questions in 
the Select Committee, they could easily have divided in the Select Com- 
mittee and then discusaod it again on the floor of the House. The very 
idea of the Home Memher that he would not even take this to the Select 
Committee .... 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The Honourable Memher will recog- 
nise that to accept the motion for reference to a Select Committee implies 
and carries with it the acceptance of the principles of the Bill. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, though T admit it is generally considered 
that going into the Select Commilteo on a matter moans an figrcement 
with the principles of the Bill, in mv own opinion it is open to the Govern- 
ment not to agree to the principle in the Select Committee which the 
Honourable the Mover has in mind. There is nothing to prevent vou in 
the Select Committee from changing the principle of the Bill; there is 
nothing to prevent vou from changing even the Preamble {An TJononrahlr 
Memher : “No, you cannot change it.“) No, you can do it if vou have n 
maiority in the Select Committee. You ean shape it outright; there 
nothing which prevents you from doing it, though T ndmif that the Honour- 
able the Home Member is right in so far as tradition has it that going into 
Select Committee means accepting the principle. T am quite willing to 
concede that ho cannot go into it because he believes that it moans the 
acceptance of the principle of the Bill. But. then, he shoulrl not mind 
at least other Members of the Hqusc going into the Select Committee. 
He should have suggested. “We are not going into the Seleet Committee, 
hut T do not mind vour going into the Select Committee with voiir friends 
and placing this Bill before us in an altered form and we mnv perhaps 
accept it“. But, then, iShV, he is fighting altogether shy of the idea of a 
Select Committee. 

Now, let me come to his last observation that the time is not opportune 
I think it .is the most opport.une time and for obvious reasons. Sir. w( 
have- been flooded both from Whitehall and in this country, both by th( 
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Prime Minister and as high an authority as wo could have in the neigh- 
bourJiood of Delhi — we have been flooded with what? With sympathetic 
staioinents, with conciliatory suggestions, followed by, if not coiuplets, 
but more or less conciliatory actions. At such a time it is but legiLimaie 
that a measure of this kind should be brought forward. For instance, all 
over the country section 144 is ai^plied and is defeating the purpose wh'oh 
is being, 1 admit, with the very best of intentions, inaugui*ated here and 
in Whitehall. It is, therefore, the most opportune time for us tv> discuss 
the inopportune character, the inopportune nature and the inopportune 
manner in which section 144 is being misapplied. At any rate, the Gov- 
ernment of India ought to use their influence. I have been reading in 
the Hindu of Madras most liorrid things. 1 have been reading to-day 
the discussion in the Madras Legislative Council, and my attention has 
been drawn to this matter by men whom you cannot by any account 
ilescribe as anything but sweetly reasonable men and friends of Govern- 
ment. Sir, things are going on out in the country which show that the 
opportune move of the Government towards conciliation, however un- 
satisfactory so far, and however much I hope it will be satisfactory very 
soon, the opportune move of the Government is really being defeated in a 
manner not very satisfactory, and T must say, most unsiatesmanlike. Sir, 
if the Government could not accept the motion, 1 should have at least 
expected the Honourable the Home Member to say that during this 
transitional stage as it were, during this negotiation stage — I would rather 
put it like that — section 144 would not ho used for the purposes for whicli 
it has been used. On the other hand, he has throughout maintained, and 
maintained uncoaiipromisingly and maintained relentlessly, that aectio'ii 
144 is one of the beauties of the; Statute-book — a beauty who should not 
be shorn of her good looks, but who should i*cmain in the same beautiful 
form, though fat, fair and fifty. Sir, once again, 1 ask the Honourable 
the Horne Member to consider the advisability of substituting what I may 
call an accessible halfway house* belwe(;n the High Court on the one side 
and the district officer on the other, namely, the Scssiems duclge. I would 
ask the lloinoiirable the Home Me mber once again to ponder over the sug- 
gestion. It is ne)t asking for toe) much. He may claim tliat a Magis- 
terial decisiou must not he* tampered with by the* Sessions Judge. He 
may edaim that section 144 has not beeni abused by those who have applied, 
it under certain circnmstaiiees. Dut wc claim on this side that it lias 
been grossly abused. Therefore, the best thing for the Government as 
well as for ourselves is to think of a compromise. He ought to under- 
stand that there is a great feeling in the country on this matter, and the 
best thing for him is not to take an uncompromising view at all in view 
of what he has in mind, namely, ihe settlement of the political issue, and 
what we have in mind, namely, to liclp in that settlement. Therefore, 
Sir, it is necessary that he should take a kinder attitude in this matter, 
a more statesmanlike attitude, because 1 maintain that all over the country 
section 144 has been misapplied, has been abused. He may not concede 
it; he may not even suggest it; but he cannot consider that the sugges- 
tion which comes from this side of the House, being, as I imagine, in 
possession of the manner in which it has been used or abused out in the 
country — do not think that ho can dismiss our statement as a figment 
of the imagination. Therefore, T would very earnestly put it to him that 
ho should concede to this halfway house between the irresyionsible district 
officer on the one side and the High Court on the other, namely, the Sessions 
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Judge. I hope and trust that the Honourable the Home Member wii! once 
again consider this matter, and when this Bill comes before this House 
for further discussion he will have something better to say on this matter, 
something more consoling to the people of this country, both to those who 
are lawyers and who have to appear in law courts to plead how it has been 
misapplied, and those who have not gone to the law courts at all but have 
simply defied the section and taken the consequences in their boycott of 
law courts. It is highly necessary that a section which arms the executive 
officer with an authority almost unquestioned, at any rate, not immediately 
questionable until the High Court reviews it — it is absolutely necessary 
that that section should be considered in the light in which I have presented 
it. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 6th February, 1931. 
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Thursday, 5th February, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Broadcasting Stations in India. 

349 *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that new wireless 
stations are about to be erected at Delhi, Lucknow, Allahabad and 
Nagpur? If so, are they going to be short-wave or long-wave stations? 

(h) How many broadcasting stations are at present working in India, 
and how many of these are Government, military or public stations? 

(o) What is the total cost involved in operating Calcutta and Bombay 
stations; and what is the total receipt from licenses in India so far, and 
per year? 

(d) What is the amount spent in Calcutta and Bombay on account of 
Indian and European programmes respectively? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state how much time is utilized for 
broadcasting European, Bengali and Hindi or Urdu programmes from 
Calcutta on an average per day? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the number or proportion of 
lieimses issued to Europeans and Indians in this country? 

(g) Do Government propose to take steps to see that a Hindi or Urdu 
programme is also broadcasted every day in the same way as an English 
or Bengali programme? 

Mr. J. A. Shillldy: (a) No. 

(6) Four. The stations in Bombay and Calcutta are Government sta- 
tions. The station in Madras belongs to the Corporation of Madras and 
the station in Lahore to the Radio Club. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the replies 
given by me on the 28th January, 1931, to part (a) of question No. 134 
by Mr. K. C. Roy, and on the 2nd February, 1931, to question No. 269 
by Lala Hari Raj Swamp. 

The total receipts from license fees, of which 80 per cent, accrue to 
the Indian State Broadcasting Service and the balance to tlie Indian 
Rosts and Telegraphs Department, are fig follows: 


1927 

1928 

1929 
1080 


( «« ) 


Rh. 

35,950 

59,340 

77,710 

76,960 
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(</) The expenditure incurred in the Calcutta station during the eight 


months April to November 1930 is as follows : 

Hs. 

Indian programmes 16,000 

European „ 9,000 


Similar information is not available in regard to the Bombay station. 

(e) The average time allotted monthly (28 days) to Indian programmes 
is 127 hours and to European programmes is 65 hours. 

Detailed information is not available about the time allotted for the 
broadcast of European, Bengali, Hindi or Urdu programmes. 

(/) It is not possible to state accurately the number or proportion of 
licenses issued to Europeans and Indians, as no record is maintained of 
the nati(niality of the license holders; but judging from the list of name? 
of licensees, roughly 16 per cent, are Europeans. 

(ff) The suggestion will be communicated to the Director, CalcufcU 
Station. 


Mr. S. 0 

Karachi ? 


Shahani: Can a new wireless station be erected also ni 
(No answer was given.) 


Appointment oe Stktisin TiiEMmiTAnY Accountant Oenebai.'s Oefick. 

360. *Sirdar Harbans Singh; (a) Will Government please refer to 
their reply to unstarred question No. 21.) in the Legislative Assembly on 
the 4th September, 1928, and state how many Sikhs have been recruited 
in tlie Military Accountant Generars oiBce in the accountants and clerks 
grades respectively, since that time? 

(b) What are the reasons for not giving the Sikhs their proper share 
on the staff of the Military Accountant General’s Office? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: («) Since September 1928 tlie 
number of Sikhs appointed to the Military Accountant General’s Oftiec 
is : 

Accouutauts’ Grade . . . . . , . NiU 

Clerks* Grade 3 

(/;) Except a few appointments in the Kouiinc Grade of the office of 
tli(^ Military Accountant General, which are made by the Public Service 
(V)unnission, the accountants and clerks in that olfice are selected froir. 
amongst those recoinimmded by the several Controllers of Military 
Accounts, and the Sikhs have equal chances with members of other com 
itm*nri('s for selection for transfer to that office. 


Appointment of a Sikh as Assistant Meteorolootst. 

351. *Sirdar H&rbans Singh: (a) Is it a fact that since the answer to 
question No. 414, dated the 11th Seiitember. 1928, was given, nianv 
appointments on the cadre of Assistant Meteorolosrist have been made? 

(6) If so, how many Sikh applicants have there been on each occasion 
and why has no Sikh been appointed so far in this Department to redress 
their communal inequafity? 
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(o) Government propose to reserve the next vacancy exclusively 
for a Sikh in order to give representation to tViis community in this ser- 
vice? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy: The information has been called for. 

Appointment or Sikhs in thb Indian Civii. Sebvick. 

352. *Sirdar Earbans Singh: (a) How many appointments were reserv- 
ed for nomination to the l.C.S. in 19B0 for redressing the communal 
inequalities ? 

(b) Why were all the appointments so reserved tilled up from men 
belonginj. to only one minority community? 

(q) Is it a fact that there U a very negligible timber of Sikh l.C.S. 
officers and none of the Sikhs was appointed last year? 

(d) If the reply to (c) be in the affirmative, are Government prepared 
to reserve at least half of the appointments to be made by nomination this 
ycai (1931) for Sikhs? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Six. 

(5^ Under rule 8 of the Indian Civil Service (Nomination) Ivules, can- 
didates for nomination arc selected primarily from among those who sat at 
the competitive examination in India and in making such selection, their 
placi:s on the list are naturally considered. Muhammadan candidates 
did very well at the examination in 1930, and those selected from the 
results of the Indian examination occupied respectively, the 10th, 11th, 
14th, lOth and 29th places on the list. There wrts only one representative 
of any other minority community, namely, an Indian Christian, whose 
place in the list justified consideration of his claims, but as two menibers 
of thi.s community had already heen successful in the open competition in 
Londm, the nomination of a third was clearly unnecessary for the re- 
dress of communal inequalities. 1 regret to say that it was not possible 
to select a Sikh, owing to the low place gained by the highest Sikh candi- 
date. 

(c) Sinccv 1926, when the policy of preventing the preponderance d 
any cun edass or commimity in the services was introduced, four Sikhs 
have been recruited to the service, two by competition and two by nomi- 
nation.!^ 

(ri) The Honcmrable Member will no doubt realise that it is not pos- 
sible for me to anticipate the results of the examination and to make any 
commitmemt in regard to nominations relating to any community, but T 
can assure him that if anv Sikh candidate stands sufficiently high his 
claims will rece.ivr- sympathetic consideralioii. 


Tkanspek to thb Office of the Contholleb of P 'uway Accounts of 
Work previou-sly done by the Cash Branch of the B ati.way 

Board. 

353 *Sirdar Earbans Singh: (a) Is it a fact that there is no Mnliam- 
madan or Sikh in the Cash Branch of the Tlailway Board? 

(h) Is it a fact that the wwk in connection with the preparation and 
disbursement of the salary and other allow^ance bijls of the Officers and 

1 1926, Shamsher Pingh Dulat. 1928, Trilochan Das Bedi. 
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establishment of the Eailway Board and various surplus establishment 
tiiereunder has been transferred to the Office of the Controller of Biiilway 
Accounts ? ^ 

(c) Ls it also a fact that the work so transferred had been done from the 
very beginning by those clerks only who had been for some reasons or other 
condemned for the Cash Branch ? 

(d) If the reply to (6) be in the affirmative, why was not the special 
pay of Es. 50 p. ni. for handling Government cash also transferred? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Cashier of tha^Bailvvay Board has himself never 
disbursed the pay of the staff, or over made any bills of the subordinates 
or officers of that office? 

(/) Is it a fact tj||at a small allowance has been recently sanctioned as 
an allowance for the clerk of the Controller of the Eailway Accounts and 
Government are tlius incurring double expenditure in these days of financial 
stringency ? 

(g) What were the reasons for transferring the work of the Cash Branch 
of the Eailway Board to the x^ecounts Ofiice? 

(h) Do Government consider the advisability of transferring this sort 
of work from every Government of India Office to that of their Accounts 
Office? If not, why has the Eailway Board been allowed to do this? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(jo) No. 

(d) The question of withdrawing or reducing the allowance given to the 
Cashier, Eailw’ay Board, is under consideration. 

(e) The answer to both parts of the question is in the negative. 

(/) A special pay of Es. 15 per mensem has been given to one of the 
clerks of the Controller of Eailway Accounts office. 

(g) In order that the work may be more efficiently performed at less 
cost to the State. 

(h) Circumstances of the Departments of the Government of India 
differ, anl each case has to be considered on its own merits. The Bail- 
way Department alone has an, Accounts Office in close contact with it 
all the year round. 

Transfer to the Office of the Controller of Railway Accounts of 

Work previously done by the Cash Branch of the Railway 

Board. 

354. * Sirdar Harbans Singh: (a) Is it a fact that as a result of the 

transfer of work from the Cash Branch of the Eailway Board to the Office 
of the Controller of Eailway Accounts, no reduction in the clerical strength 
of the Eailway Board was considered necessary, whereas four extra clerks, 
wit.li special pay to two of them, have been sanctioned for the Controller 
of Railway Accounts office? 

(6) If the reply to above is in the affirmative, are Government prepared 
to re-transfer the same work to the Railway Board and reduce the staff 
increased m the Controller of Railway Accounts office thereby? If not, 
why not? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Extension of Service granted to the Cashier of the Railway Board, 

365. *Slrdar Harbans Singh: (a) Is ic optional for Government ser- 
vants not to retire at the age of 55? If so, under what rules? 

(h) Is it essential that tlie extension of service beyond 66 years of age 
should be granted by the nutliorit}^ empowered to do so and cases for such 
extension should be submitted a year before any Government servant 
attains that age? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to rule 66 of the Fundamental Rules, a copy of which is in the 
Library of the House. 

(b) A foi-inal extension of service is essential in the case of a Govern- 
ment servant, other than a ministerial servant. It is not essential that 
proposals for extension should be submitted twelve jnonths before the 
attainment of the age limit. 

Civil Appointments in the Indian Medical Service. 

356. * Sirdar Harbans Singh: (a) How many civil appointments for 
the Indian Medical Service are reserved for the British section of it? 

(b) Does the reason given that British Officers* wives do not like to 
be treated by Indian I. M. S. doctors still hold good? 

(c) Are Government aware that at many stations the Indian I. M. S. 
doctors are preferred by British officers* wives to British I. M. S. doctors 
of higher rank? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) The Hon- 

()ur;u)le JMeniher is referred to the annexuros to the Government of India, 
Dej){irtment of Education, Healtli and Lands Press Communiqu6 dated 
the lOth May, 1028, a copy of which has been placed in the Library of 
the IToiise. 

(b) These appointments were reserved in order to give practical effect 
to th? recoin inendation of the Royal Commission on the Superior Civil 
Scrvicjcs in India that provision should be made for the iiiaiiitenance of a 
sutiioient number of British officers to provide adequately for medical 
attendance on the British members of the All-India services and their 
families. 

(c) Government have no infonnation. 

Kquality of Treatment in regard to Passages of Indian and British 
Members of the Indian Medical Service. 

o57. *Sirdar Harba];LS Singh: Arc Government prepared to place on a 
par the Indian and British Members of the Indian Medical Service as 
regards free passages? If not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: If my Honourable friend is referring to leave pas- 
sages to Europe. Government do not propose to place European and 
Indian Officers on exactly the same footing in this respect, for reasons 
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whi(^h, I tliink, hardly require elaboration, Indian officers of the Indian 
Medical Service are, however, eligible for free passages to and from Europe 
for study purposes. 

Appoixtmknts in the Office of the Deputy Accountant Gbnebal, Posts 

AND Telegraphs, Delhi. 

o58. *Sirdar Harbans Singh: (a) Is it a fact that, on the removal of 
Mr. .Balniokand Tandaii from the jiost of Supervisor, Bccord (D. A. Gr., 
P. & T, Office, Delhi), for the reasons best known to the then Accountant 
General, Posts and Telegraphs (Mr. A. 0. Badenoch), orders were passed 
by that officer that no local man should be appointed on this post for 
the reason that they sliow too much favouritism towards their own men 
who are already in great preponderance, and thus the interests of the 
minority communities suffer at the time of recruitment, which is carried on 
otherwise than by competitive examinations, especially for the Lower 
Division, and sorters (without calling for appli(;ations through new'spapers) ? 
Is the present incumbent local man, who was appointed and is still 
holding the above post in contravention of the above orders? If so, 
why? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why the other 
senior clerks, wlio are not local men, have been superseded? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the office of the D. A. G., P. & T., Calcutta, 
Record Superintendent is a member of the Subordinate Accounts Service 
staff? Tf so, why is tlie same rule not observed in Delhi (D. A. G., P. & T. 
Office) ? 

(d) Is it a fact that leave reserve staff in the Posts and Telegraphs 
Account Oiluv's other than Delhi are attached tc* their respective Sections? 
Tf the reply he in the nllirmalivo, will Government be pleased to state why 
extraordinary powers have been vested in the Supervisor Record (D. A. G., 
P. & T. Office. Delhi) by placing leave reserve staff at bis disposal? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: With your permission. Sir, I will 
deal with questions Nos. 358 to 361 together. 

Enquiry is l)eing made and a reply will be senti to the Honfjurable Mem 
her as soon as possible. 

Distribution of Work in the Office of the Deputy Accountant 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

1359. *Sirdar Harbans Singh: (a) Is it not a fact that in the Money 
Order Section in the office of Deputy Acccnuitant (ieneral, Posts and 
Telegraphs, Delhi, Upper and fjower Division men are given sorters’ work 
and vice versa? If so, will Government please state why the orders of the 
Ac'jouritant General, Posts and Telegraphs regarding “Classification of 
Work'* are not attended to? 

(b) Is it not a fact that Messrs. Mohammad Ali and Lachhmi Narain 
of the Lower Division (D. A. G., P. T. Office, Delhi) have been employed 
in sorters' work since November, 1930? Tf so, under whose orders? 


t For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 368. 
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(c) Is it not a fact that in the Debit-Check Section of the Money Ordci? 
Department, in the office of the D. G., P. & T., Delhi, the staff has 
been sanctioned on the prescribed rate basis, /.e., 1,800. items (current) 
and 1,300 items (previous) respectively? Will Government please state 
whether the poor examiners are forced by the Superintendent-in-Charge 
to give at 2,800 (current) and 2,100 (previous) items respectively and 
if so, why this extraordinary power to hicrease the prescribed rate has been 
vested in the 8iipcrintendent-in-Charge ? 

Appointment of Sikhs in Posts and Teleobaphs Account Offices. 

•300. *Sirdar Harbans 'Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to place 
on the table the communal permanent and temporary strength of each 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Account Offices in their respective “J3” 

and ‘‘C’ Classes? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Sikhs are the least represented in all 
the three “A*\ “IP’ and “C“ Classes in the Posts and Telegraphs Account 
Offices? Tf so, will Government be pleased to state what special action 
has so far been taken and what action they propose to take in future to 
redress this inequality ? 

Communal Holidays of Minority Communities. 

13(51. *Sirdar Harbans Singh: Is it a fact that some orders were passed 
1)Y ihc Accountant General,, Posts and Telegraphs, that no concession or 
holiday be granted on a communal basis for w'hich no notification bas been 
made by the Local Government? If so, do the local Hindus, Bengalis 
and Madrassis ^?njoy extra coneessioiLS or holidays, and tlie Sikhs and the 
Jains arc deprived of the same privileges? If so,' why? Why is such 
treatment accorded to inembors of the minority communities? 

OiMi:NrrN(} of a vph Office at the Villa(JE of Baohi. 

362. ’•‘Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state the reason 
or reasons for which a telegrapli office at village Baghi, in the district 
of Muzaffarpur in Bihar Province, has not yet been opened, although the 
necessary indemnity bond for the ojxming thereof was executed a year 
ago by iiai llaliadur Shyain Nandan Saliaya, M.L.C’., in compliance with 
the requisition of the local authorities? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: The indeinuitv bond executed by Rai Bahadur Shy am 
Nandan Sahaya, M.L.C., was not in order and he was asked on the 14th 
•January. 193 i, to execute a fresh bond. When this has been done, the 
Poatinfister-General of Bihar and Orissa Circle will proceed further in the 
in alter. 

Recommendations MADE BY the Orissa Flood Inquiry Committee. 

363. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the recommendations that were made by the Orissa Flood Com- 
mittee appointed by the Government of India in 1928; 

(h) whether those recommendations have been considered and 
given effect to; and 

(c) If not given effect to, the reason or reasons for which they have 
not yet been brought into operation? 

t For an9W0r’‘to this question, see answer to starred question No. 368 . 
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Hr. J, A. ShiUidy: (a) A summary of the main recommendations of 
the Orissa Flood Committee is given in Chapter XVI of its Report, copies 
of which were placed in the Library in September, 1929. The Com- 
mittee was appointed by the Government of Bdhar and Orissa and not by 
the Government of India, as assumed by the Honourable Member. 

(b) It^ is for the Local Government to decide what action should be 
taken on the recommendations of the Committee. The Government of 
India, have no information whether the recommendations have been given 
effect to. 

(ic) Does not arise. 

Supply to Members of the Legislative Assembly of Copies of 
Debates in their Local Councils. 

304. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that Members ot 
the Central Legislature are provided with the Debates of their respective 
local Councils in some of the provinces, e.fj.^ Assam, Central Provinces, 
the Punjab and Bihar and Orissa, etc., while in some other provinces 
like Bengal they are not so provided? 

(b) Are Governm<jnt aware that Members do sometimes require the 
use of the Debates of their local Councils in the discharge of their duties 
as Members? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take steps to see that Members are 
provided, free of cost, with Debates of tlieir local Councils? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Government have no informa- 
tion on the subject. 

(b) Members no doubt do sometimes desini to refer to the Debates 
in the Provincial Councils, and for this reason a set of the Proceedings 
of all Provincial Councils is available in the Library of the Central Legis- 
lature. 

(c) A copy of tlic Honourable Meitiber’s question and of this reply 
w411 be brought to the notice of all Local Govca’iinieiits for sncli action 
as they may desire to take. 

DESP:oRATroN OF A Temple by Gurkha Soldiers. 

366. *LaIa Hari Raj Swarup: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) w^hether their attention has been drawn to the desecration of the 

Arya Samaj Mandir (temple) at Bahadrabad in the district 
of Saharanpur, United Provinces, by a detachment of Gurkha 
Rifles headed by Captain Gough in November last; 

(b) whether there have been outrages upon some of the ofi&ce bearers 

and inmates of the said temple by the soldiers; 

(>r) whether the sacred fljig of “OM’' Avas torn to pieces and the 
Arya Samaj record set fire to; 

(d) whether there has been considerable feeling over the matter 

since; and 

(e) what steps the Government of the United Proviheeg or the Gov- 

ernment of India have since taken in the matter? 
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Mr. G. M. Young: (a), (6) and (c*). Government haive seen news- 
paper reports and have received numerous resolutions from Arya Samajes 
on the subject of the imn’dent. The military authorities have also receiv- 
ed reports from the Officer Commanding the Battalion and the Brigade 
Commander. From the latter reports it appears that there is no truth 
whatever in the allegations that a temple was desecrated, that a sacred 
flag was torn to pieces, and that the Arya Samaj records were set on fire. 
The troops did not even enter any temple or similar building at Bahadra- 
bad, and they did not tear to pieces any sacred flag, or set fire to any- 
thing. T may perhaps be permitted to add that, apart from these re- 
ports, it is in the highest degree improbable that Gurkha soldiers, who 
are themselves Hindus, would have committed any of the acts alleged. 
It is, however, reported that two persons, said to be offi<»e bearers of 
local Arya Samajes, who had behaved in an insulting manner to the 
Offiicer Commanding the detachment, were subsequently, and without 
his knowledge, roughly handled and subjected to considerable indignities 
by some of the soldiers. 

(d) No report was made to the police, and the incident docs not 
appear to have aroused mucli excitement locally ; but, as I have, said 
above, numerous representations have been received from various Arya 
Samajes in different parts of the country. 

(e) The Officer Commanding the battalion reports that he has taken 
disciplinary action. Inquiries are being made with a view to ascertain- 
ing whether that action was adequate or net. 

Desecration of a Temple by Gurkha Soldiers. 

366. *Mr. Amar NathDutt: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to a report of a meeting published in the Hindus fan Times of the 
22nd January, 1931, in page 6, condemning the sacrilegious action of a 
detachment of Gurkha Rifles? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the facts 
stated in the resolution of the meeting are correct? 

(c) If the alleged acts of desecration are true, will Government be 
pleased to state, what action, if any, has been taken bv Government in 
the matter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: T he Honourable Member is refe]*red to the reply I 
have just given to starred question No. 365. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): Sir, with 
your permission, I desire, to make a statement as to the probable course 
of Government business in the week beginning IMonday, the 9th February. 
Honourable Members are aware that the coming w-eek is the week which 
has been appointed for the celebrations in connection with the inaugura- 
tion of New Delhi. To some extent these celebrations wdll interfere with 
our deliberatipxis, but I trust that Members wdll not have any ground for 
complaint. Tuesday, February 10th, wffiich was allotted by the Governor 
General for non-official business, is the day on which two ceremonies are 
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appointed — the opening of tlie Dominion Columns at 11 a. m. and the 
Viceregal Garden Party at 4-30 p.m. The day has moreover been declar- 
ed locally to be a public holiday. That being so, it appears desirable 
that the Assembly should not sit on that day. Government trust that 
they will be meeting the wishes of the Assembly by giving up Monday, 
February the 9th, for the transaction of the business (non-official Bills) 
at present due to be put down for Tuesday, February lOth. If that 
meets the wishes of the House, there will be no sitting on Tuesday, 
Febniary the 10th. On Wednesday a motion will be made for the elec- 
tion of Members to the Court of the Delhi University. Thereafter Gov- 
ernment will ])lace the Report of the Public Accounts Committee before 
the .House with a motion fth at the Report be taken into consideration, and^a 
debate will take place thereon. Thursday, the 12th, is the non-offiteial 
day appointed for Resolutions.. As at present arranged, there will be no 
'.sitting of this House on Friday, the 13th and Saturday, the 14th. 


RESOLUTION BE POT.ICY OF REPRESSION. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further discussion of the 
Resolution* moved by Shaikh Sadiq Hasan on the 29th January 1931. 
Honourable Members will have noticed that notices of several amend- 
ments have been received, and I propose to follow the following proce- 
dure. As Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon s and Nawab Naharsingji TsIuaW’ 
singji’s and Nawab Malik Talib Mebdi Ivhan’s amendments arc more 
con^prehensive than others, T Avill call upon one of them to move this 
amendment. After that amendment is moved, T will call upon IMr. 
Amar Nath Duff to move his arnendmerd. All the other amendments 
Avill practically 1)0 covered by those two amendments. Mter thev have 
l)cen debated along with the original Resolution the subject will be put 
to th(' vote in the manner most convenient to the House. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab: Siklf): I rise to a point of order, 
Sir. I’he original Resolution came up for discussion on the 29th Janu- 
ary last ^iiid was postponed to this day. These amendments should have 
been placed before the House two days earlier. They were not so placed. 
From tlie dates giv(*n on the paper, I find that notices of these amend- 
ments were received on the 4th February, 1931, at 2-55 p. m. and 3-36 
p. M. Now notices of these amendments, even if they were admissible 
after the original motion had been discussed in this House, should have 
been sent tw'o days before today's discussion. So, I submit, Sir, these 
amendments are not in order. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows that in every case, 
whether a Resolution is on the agenda paper or has been previously 
moved, two days’ notice is required for every amendment. Therefore the 
point taken as. regards the amendments to this Resolution on the ground 
that the latter has been partly discussed before does not hold. The mam 
question remains, whetlier amendments of which shorter notice 
two days has been given should be allowed to be discussed. In regard to 

♦ “I’his Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council the immediate 
discontinuance of the present policy of repression pursued by the Government, anc 
the adoption of a sympathetic and concil atory policy.” 
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that point I should like to draw the attention of the Honourable Member 
to the fact that discretion is vested in the Chair to allow amendments 
even while the discussion on a motion is proceeding. 1 have given the 
best consideration to the subject and 1 know there is a considerable 
amount of feeling on the issue raised in this Hesolution. As the Honour- 
able non-official Members get very few opportunities, of discussing such 
important subjects in which the general public takes a very keen interest, 

I have decided to allow these amendments on the ground that it wHl 
make the discussion a coinprehensive one and will give Honourable Mem- 
bers full s(*ope (^f discussion. I have therefore decided to allow these 
amendments to he moved. 

*Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon (Sind : Muhammadan Itural) : Sir, 1 beg 
Id move the following amendment to the Ih^solution moved by Shaikh 
Sadiq Hasan : 

“(i) That the words “the immediate discontinuance of the present policy of re- 
pression pursued by the Government and’* be deleted; and ^ 

(ii) That at the end of the Kesolution the following be added : 

‘and that as soon as he is satisfied regarding the discontinuance of the activities 
. of the Civil Disobedience Movement, he should forthwith take action 
to secure the release of persons convicted of, or on trial for, offences not 
involving violence in connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement 
and the withdrawal of notification under the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act and of Ordinances directed against the movement’.’* 

dir, if you read tbroiigli the Resolution of my friend, you will find that 
only some sort of sentiment is expressed in that Resolution, viz., that it 
recommends io the Governor General in C.loimcil “the immediate discon- 
tinuance of the present policiy of rei)ression pursued by the Government 
and the adoptkui of a sympathetic and coneiliatorv policry”. Sir, in my 
opinion this House should see to both the sides, namely, llie Govianmeiit 
and the Goiigress. Therefore, I have moved this amendment to the Re- 
solution. Sir, rightly or wrongly, Mahatma Gajidbi ;iud other Congress 
leaders declined the opportiin,ities afforded to them for particii)atiug in 
the Round Table C’onference and persisted in launching the campaign of 
civil disobedience, forced picketing, raids on salt depots, refusal to pay 
taxes and defiance of laws, all of which have disturbed the country ; and 
the Government on their part have not been wanting in zeal or vindictive- 
ness in dealing with the situation, in that they have established, within 
so short a period, an unbeatable record of repression, and have promul- 
gated so many Ordinances and special laws as no other country jn the 
world at any time ever did. Sir, both the (Vnigress and the Government 
have made a trial of their respective strengths, with disastrous economic* 
results to the country, and it is high time for both to cry a halt to their 
suicidal policies, and sit down to engage in some constnictivc work to find 
out how best they, could get the country out of the ruin into which it has. 
been allowed to drift. Now that the first stage of the Round Table Con- 
ference is over, and althougli T am not one of those who believe that it 
has achieved everything for which India stands, and although T mucli 
regret that, in spite of their best efforts, the communal problem still re- 
mains where it was, yet I believe the results of their labours deserve the 
most careful consideration by the people of this country, especially of 


•Speech nofe revised by the Honourable Member. 
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those who have chosen to keep out of the Conference. It is therefore 
essential that both the parties should carry on thejr deliberations in an 
atmosphere of mutual goodwill and trust and confidence, which are so 
vitally necessary for the dispassionate consideration of the various pro- 
blems, including the coinmunal problem also. H. E. the Viceroys speech, 
fchr, as well as the Premier’s declaration, although they chiefiy contain 
vague generalities, and the subsequent action of the Government in re- 
leasing the members of the Working Committee of the Congress, have 
afforded some proof of the earnestness on the part of the Govermnent to 
come to grips with the realities of the situation. The Congress on its 
part also has not been slow in responding to the gesture of peace, m that 
it has declared its willingness to co-operate with the Government, although 
with certain reservations. It is now the turn of the Government to take 
another step forward and carry their spirit of conciliation to its full 
measure by releasing all political prisoners who are not guilty of violence, 
and by the withdn^al of all prosecutions pending at present under the 
various Ordinances and the notorious section of the Criminal Amendment 
Act, and by the recognition of the rights of the people of assembly and 
speech. If Government were to do this, I am sure the Congress will 
not shrink from its duty and will offer its fullest co-operation to the so- 
lution of the complicated political problems of this country. Sir, the 
primary end of any civilized Government should be to look to the best 
welfare of its subjects at any sacrifice. I therefore appeal to the Govern- 
ment to approach the problem from a statesman-like point of view. I 
would also remind the Government of the desirability of releasing all poli- 
tical prisoners in the North West Frontier Province, and also those in- 
terned under the Frontier Eegulation. Sir, the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vince is the one that has suffered the most under the repressive regime 
of the Government; not only that, there has been discrimination against 
them, and I find that that province has been treated more badly than 
the other provinces. I want to draw the attention of tlio Government 
to this, that «nlthough on a(*f*ount of ill-health many prisoners have been 
ndeased in other provinces, not a single person has been on that ground 
released in the North-West ]’>onijcr Province. Let it not be thought 
that the, people who arc in jail in the North-West Frontier Province never 
fall ill; many have fallen ill, ])ut T will refer to one instance which I 
have seen mentioned in some vernacular paper of a man who had been 
convicted in some jail in the Punjab. And if I have not forgotten, they 
have also released Lala ])uni Chand. He said that a man from the 
North-West Frontier Province, who was convicted about eight months 
ago, remained in the civil hospital for no less than six months, and yet 
he has not been released. Besides this, Sir, T also want to draw the 
attention of the Government to the fact that they have lately released 
all tlie members, of the Congress Working Committee, whereas they have 
not considered the questhm of release of Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a promi- 
nent leader of the North-West Frontier Province and his co-workers* 
although I know that on some technical point, such as tliat he w^as not a 
Member of the Congress Working Comrnittee, he was not released. But 
inv reason for asking for the release of Abdul Ghaffar Khan is this. 
There is already the instance of the Secretary or friend of Mahatma 
Gandhi who, although he was not a member of the Congress Working 
Committee, was yet released. T am not against his release ; on the other 
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hand I am in favour of his release. But what I want to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to is, that the^ are treating the North-West 
hrontiier Province ratlier harshly and they are meting out separate treat- 
ment for this province. 1 earnestly hope that when the time comes for 
the release of political prisoners, the Government will not forget the just 
claims of the prisoners in the North-West Frontier Province for their 
release. 

The other day, my Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad asked the 
Government whether there was any instance where martial law had been 
in . force as long as it had been in force in the North-W^est Frontier Pro- 
vince. The (iovenirnent was. pleased to cite tlie instance of Malabar at 
the time of the Moplah rising. Bui there was the instance of Sholapur 
where, within a month or forty days after the martial law was proclaim- 
ed, it was withdrawn. Why? Because of the intensive agitation that 
was carried on in Sholapur, the martial law was immediately withdrawn. 
Whereas in the North-W^cst Frontier Province, the martial law remaiiiid 
in force for no less than months or six months, because the Mussal- 
mans, out )f respect for Government and out. of a desire to help the Gov- 
ernment, did not carry on any agitation against the continuance of the 
martial law. f 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub; That is their fault and they are suffering 
for their folly. 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: Yes, they are suffering for their folly, but I 
think, Sir, the time has come when the Mussalmans have to consider their 
position in the country. The time has come when the Mussalmans have 
to decide that they should not rely on the Government or anybody else, but 
stand on their own legs, I want to say to my Mussalman friends here and 
outside this Chamber that they should not lag behind their countrymen, 
that they should go forward and take a full share of the responsibility on 
their shoulders for the advancement of the country, for the advancement of 
India. (Hear, hear.) 

I also want to draw the attention of the Government to the hardships 
of the Moplah prisoners who have suffered under the martial law regime. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : You mean 
more than 100 were shut u»p in a railway luggage van and on the way 
between Bellary and Podanur lost their lives owing to suffocation. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon; I am referring to those who have been sent 
to the Andamans. The Govenunent should also consider the question of 
their release. When the Government decide to release all political prison- 
ers, they should also release the Moplahs who are at present undergoing 
Imprisonment in the Andamans-. 

In conclusion I wish to sound a note of warning both to the Government 
and to the Congress that if they do not tab^ advantage of the present golden 
opportunity for restoring peace in the country by meeting each other half 
way, if the Government should persist in their present policy of ruthless 
repression on the one hand, and if the Congress should continue its defiance 
of law on the other hand, the time is not far off when the situation may 
get entirely out of control and it may then be too late for either party to 
save India* if there will be anything left at all then to be saved. 
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With these remarks, I am moving my amendment and I hope the 
House will consider the same properly. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
Sir, 1 would have been very glad if I could see my way to support the 
amendment that has just now been moved, but after listening very carefully 
to the speaker who has preceded me, 1 do not find any reason why I should 
not move my amendment. On the other hand, after listening to him, it 
jvppearcd to me that it was imperative that I should move the amendment 
which T have tabled and which you have been so kind as to allow me to 
move. My amendment runs thus : 

‘‘That at the end of the Resolution the following be aded : 

‘by withdrawal of all Ordinances and repressive laws as also granting genenil 
amnesty to all political prisoners*.** 


Sir, it may be said that the original Resolution is (*omprehensive enough 
and that it includes all these matters. But, Sir, knowing as we do, the 
ways of the (Government, how they interpret our statements, how they 
interpret our recommendations, I have been obliged, as far as possible to 
lay clown tlie direction in which we want the repressive policy to be dis- 
continued. I wish to point out the direction, in which the Government 
should act, and in view of that, T have tabled the amendment which 1 
hojie the House will accept. Following the statement of the Premier. 
His P]xcellency the Vic(?roy was pleased to make a declaration in 'pursuance 
of a sincere desire to assist the creation of such peaceable conditions as 
would enable the Government to imp](»ment the undertaking given by tli(i 
Prime Minister. Sir, the statement no doubt contains very fine senti- 
ments worthy of a civilis(id Government; but what do we find in practice? 
We doubt not the sincerity of the Prime Minister, nor do wo doubt the 
sincerity of the declarations of His Excellency the Viceroy. But I ask, are 
the conditions which now prevail in this unhappy land conducive to the 
peaceable conditions which His Excellency Lord Irwin desires? A careful 
student of present-day history will give an emphatic denial. For within 
24 hours of the declaration of His Excellency, there were notifications lu 
Gazettes Extraordinary^ in Bengal declaring several associations to be un- 
lawful. The very day on which His Excellency’s statement was published 
two Gazettes Extraorclinarv were issued, by which half a dozen associations 
were declared unlawful, along with the withdrawal of all restrictions upon 
the Congress Working Committee. Probably tliose in charge of the ad- 
ministration did not understand or did not realise the true import o 
His Excellencv’s declaration. Had they done so and had the Provincial 
(Governments realised the sincere desire of His Excellency the Viceroy tbev 
would not have listened to issue such Gazettes Extraordinary, declaring 
these associations unlawful. Within a few days we find that m ^ 
second cit^ of the British Empire, its first citizen was assaulted brutally t > 
the police with lathis. The Mayor of Calcutta went out in a procession to 
celebrate the Independence Day. He was perfectly within his rights to g 
out in procession, but those who are in charge of keeping the law and orclci 
in the premier city of British India ... 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : Sir, may I ask if the Mayor of 
Calcutta has not taken the oath of allegiance? 
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Mr. Aram Nftth DllttS 1 am not concerned witli any mere formal oath 
of allegiance. The foremost allegiance which a man owes is to his God and 
to his country. He might have taken the oath of allegiance, but thereby 
he did not forsake the allegiance .which he owes to his God and to his 
country, just as Mr. Moore has not forsaken his allegiance to his God and 
his country by being “Statesman and Friend of India’*. 

Sir, as I was submitting, the Mayor went out in a procession and a 
peaceful procession and I have not read a single line even in Mr. Moore's 
paper that the Mayor’s conduct was disorderly or that there was a riot. In 
spite of that, the police came and made a lathi charge. This is a new 
weapon which has been forged during recent times for the suppression of 
all 'political freedom in this unhappy land. But I may remind the Gov- 
ernment, one single lathi charge is a double nail in the coffin of your 
Empire in India. One lathi charge alienates at least 50 people from their 
so-called allegiance to which my friend over there just referred. Wliat is 
the state of things in Bengal? On whose side does violence lie? Violence 
lies on your side. T was just reading in a newspaper about the number of 
deaths resulting fiom lathi charges and police excesses. There were 101 
deaths from firing and lathi charges. And what is the number of deaths 
on the side of those who are supposed to be the keepers of law and order?* 
Not more than half a dozen. I ask you therefore to consider on which 
side violence lies. Mahatma Gandhi’s movement is pre-eminently a non- 
violent movement. But yon who want to smppress it, you are violent, and 
by your violence you art' alienating the sympathies of those who would be 

on the side of law and order. It is to the interest of the majority of 

Indians to see that law and order prevails in this land. 1 know that it 

may he to your interest to hrive huv and order so long as your process of 

exploitation is safe; but I know that you would prefer disorder and lawless- 
ness if you found that your process of exploitation was not safe. And 
therefore you come down upon these non-violent men, with lathi blows and 
assault them indiscriminately, resulting in their death. Not only that, as 
the irony of fate would have it you have a set of subordinate officers to ad- 
nunister the law, who would not. even entertain complsxints even in cases 
of death. It may be within the memory of every one that Ajit Bliattacliarjya 
of Dacca died from the lathi blows of the police officers and Ins relatives 
could not get any remedy for this brutal murder in the British courts. Pro- 
bably he is jvppearing before a higher tribunal where the judgment is not 
distributed according to the colour or complexion of the parties. But leav- 
ing aside these matters, I may point out to you that if you want to create 
a peaceful atmosphere for the discussion of the matters that are now en- 
gaging the attention both of the (lovernment and tlio people of this country 
you ought to withdraw all repressive measures and those lawless ukases 
which are known by tlie name of Ordinances under tlie (loverninent of 
India Act, but for which I have no other name to give hut lawless laws, 
and no less than a dozen of them have been promulgated within the last 
few montlis. If you want to rule by Ordinances why not say so? Why try 
to keep ivp the appearance of justice and fair play? 

Mr, President: Order, order. The Honourable Member’s time is up. 

I will allow him a couple of minutes to conclude. , 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Mahatma Gandhi has declared that even for • 
creating the atmosphere suitable for a calm discussion, what is necessary is 
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the release of all Congress party prisoners — and I shall add all the political 
prisoners, both convicted and under trial, including the unhappy Meerut 
prisoners who have been rotting in jail for the last 22 months — ^the with- 
drawal of repressive Ordinances by which you have taken possession of 
the hearth and homes of the people of Midnapur, where the house of the 
rresidont of the Bar Association has been confiscated because his sons 
were living there. If unfortunately one has a son who is more desirous 
of freedom than the father, then he cannot give him a shelter in his 
own house. It will be harbouring an offender. That is the interpreta- 
tion wdiich the Magistracy gives to the word ‘‘harbouring”. I do not 
think there is any man here whose blood wiW not boil when w'hat is happen- 
ing at Midnapur is brought to his notice. You have not only .to with- 
draw those repressive measures hut also restore the confiscated property 
because you have taken away the hearths and homes of the^ people of 
Midnapur. These are essential conditions on which Mahatma 
Gandhi insists. So in moving my amendment, J would insist upon you 
to see that all the under-trial prisoners as also those convicted — without 
making any distinction between those who are guilty of violence — are re- 
leased and all these repressive Ordinances withdrawn and confiscated pro- 
perty restored. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, iHealth and Lands) ; Sir, I beg tlie indulgence of the House for 
intervening at this stage of the debate, not with a view to meet the charges 
as to whether the police in a particular place, in a particular province, 
acted harshly, or in excess of their duties, not ivith a view either to 
justify or to explain the conduct of the particular individuals in particular 
incidents, because I consider such matters are matters of detail with which 
I have not the slightest doubt the local Legislatures in the country are 
competent to deal, but to state what I venture to think is a matter of 
supreme importance. We here, Sir, are concerned 'with matters of gen- 
eral principles, matters of policy, matters which affect the welfare of 
India as a whole, and not to go into minor details, however important they 
may be, in view of the fact that these important matters of detail are 
within the jurisdiction of competent bodies as representative as we are 
and perhaps more. I should not be understood, Sir, to relegate these 
matters of very great importance to an unimportant head. Far from it. 
I realise the importance of the matters to which reference has been made 
not only today, but on the day on which this discussion was first begun. 
I realise as well as any Member on the benches opposite that such inci- 
dents, whether they occur on account of some one's mistake or not, on 
account of confused thinking on the part of those who witness them, they 
have an effect prejudicial to the formation of that healthy public opinion 
which is the chief support of every civilised Government. Having made 
these preliminary observations, Sir, I wn*sh, with yoyr permission, just 
to sum up what has been the result of the debate hitherto. Tt has been 
said, and said very properly, that these particular incidents have affected 
people’s minds to the prejudice of Government. Tt has been said that 
people at large do not approve of the way in which the police deal with 
these processions and the picketing. It has been said further that inas- 
much as the Prime Minister has made the statement and His Excellency 
the Viceroy has already initiated a change of policy by the release of 
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leaders, there is no reason why Qovemment should not proceed further 
:and release the people who have but followed the leaders who are thus 
released. There is a great deal of force in the position thus taken up. 
May I, Sir, with your permiswon and with the indulgence of the House 
take a bird's eye view of what has happened in this connection during the 
•course of last year? 

It must be within the memory of Honourable Members that less than 
•a year ago this country was in a state of extreme confusion. Under the 
Statute which governs the existing Beforms an inquiry was being conduct- 
ed whether this country was entitled to a further step of advance in the 
matter of Beforms or not. This country had to establish that it did de- 
serve a step in advance and a big step. Opinions differed whether that 
step should be a small one or a big one, or a very very big one indeed, 
with the result that there were three or four schools of thought which 
came into existence. There were the people who wanted independence; 
there were those who wanted Dominion Status; there were still others who 
wanted Dominion Status with safeguards ; and tihere were still others whom 
people liked to cali reactionaries, but who called themselves perhaps con- 
servatives or people with large vested interests in the country. Tlfse 
four schools of tw^'cght existed, and every one of these four schools of 
thought wanted poijie reform or other. The Congress took up the task i.f 
•carrying on political agitation in the interests of further reforms; and 
therefore every step taken by the Congress had the moral support 
followers of each one of these four schools, with the result that a body of 
opinion came into being which, if it did not approve of every single act of 
tlie Congress in prosecution of their programme, at all events gave the 
Cungjfss movement their moral support. That support was at the bottom 
of that great movement, the Congress movement; and it has had great 
results. I need not go into the details of this movement. I may at once 
proceed to the stage where we are today. The time arrived when the 
right of India to a great and big advance had to be determined by the 
British Parliament. Whatever I may say, and whatever my friends who are 
sitting on the opposite benches and perhaps outside this Assembly may say, 
that our destinies are in our own hands — and no doubt they are in our own 
hands — still, the determination of that step rests with the British Parlia- 
ment ; and no authority outside the British Parliament can determine the 
extent of that step. No one in India therefore can possibly take it upon 
himself to say that political agitation in furtherance of legitimate consti- 
tutional rights was not justified till the British Parliament had pronounced 
to what extent that step was going to be. 

Now, Sir, I come to the stage where the Prime Minister, who is res- 
ponsible to the British Parliament, actually made a statement laying down 
what the policy with reference to Indian advance was going to be. He dis- 
cussed that policy in the House of Commons, and thereby obtained, so to 
speak, the agreement of the British Parliament as to what the extent of 
that step in general terms was going to be. If I read aright public opinion 
in India, tlmt statement has received support from all schools of thought 
excepting^ the Congress, which institution has not yet expressed its definite 
opinion on it. If I am right so far, I trust I shall have the House with 
me in saying that thereby all political parties in India, except the Congress, 
do not wish to proceed with political agitation so called, at this stage. 
They feel that the stage for which they were working has been successfully 

B 
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reached and that the Prime Minister’s announcement as to the extent of 
that step is, to them, satisfactory. Does the Congress realise that posi- 
tion? Has the Congress realised that really the achievement up to date 
hag been the achievement of India, not of one political party in India? I 
am afraid there is some doubt on that point, but I am not surprised. All 
governments, all organizations, all the rulers of all organizations tend to 
forget that what has been the achievement of others is probably their own 
achievement. Here we find almost all newspapers, the whole of the 
public Press, expressing satisfaction at the Prime Minister's statement, 
excepting the extreme Congress papers. I hope I am not overstating the 
case. From my own province, the Punjab, comes the Tribune^ which has 
always held pretty strong nationalist views. It wants the Prime 
Minister s statement to be taken ets a good valuable basis of discussion. 
Coming to the United Provinces, the Leader is of course strongly for the 
statement obtained by the Indian delegates at the Bound Table Conference. 
We find similarly in Madras, the Hindu . . . 

An Honourable Member: What about Bengal? 

^e Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: You must not 
be impatient. The Hindu of Madras similarly supports the same idea. 
In Bombay not only the Times of India tut also the Indian Daily Mail is 
in support of it. In Bengal . . . 

An Honourable , Member : Ihe Statesman: 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: In Bengal is 
there any nationalist paper now of the type which used to exist thirty 
years ago? 

An Honourable Member: The Amrita Bazar Patrika, 

Another Honourable Member: Question. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: There you 
are; nothing; without in the least intending to cast the slightest slur on 
that great province which had been the leader of political thought in 
India at the birth of the Congress I cannot say that it still leads when 
Congress has reached its manhood. Well, it comes to this : that barring 
a few papers of really very very strong views, views which I am afraid 
none of the Members of this House are likely to share .... 

An Honourable Member: What do they say about the release of pri- 
soners? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I am coming 
to that; you cannot have all the points at the same time; that is the 
position, that all schools of thought are strongly in favour of treating the 
Prime Minister’s statement as practically closing this struggle, I do not 
say that the struggle is all over, but the Prime Minister’s statement has 
closed the first chapter of this struggle. If that is so, then the question 
arises, is it not our duty — and when I say “our” I am not talking on behalf 
of the Government; I am talking of the duty of this BCouse and of every 
individual Member of this House— our duty individually as well as collec- 
tively, is it not our duty to make it absoluWy clear to the Indian public,- 
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including the Congress, what we feel the position is today by virtue of the 
lovooN Prime Minister? That statement ’ has con- 

cluded the first phase of the war for reforms. That statement 
has concluded that struggle, which was being conducted because nobody 
knew whether the British Parliament meant business or not. • You will 
lealise, Sir — I claim no credit eitlier for me or for the Government of India 
for the the matter of that — but 1 do claim credit for the British Parliament 
that they in their policy as to the extent of that step have gone further 
than the Government of India and further than any authority up till now. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (.Muzaflifarpur cum Champaran; Non-Muham- 
madan): What does Mr. Jinnah say? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Pasl-i-Husain: He is not 

returning to the Assembly, that is what the papers say. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muhani* 
madan Rural): Because probably he thinks that the Assembly is not a. 
fit place now to come in. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Six Fasl-i-Husain: My Honour- 
able friend is entirely mistaken; probably Mr. Jinnah thinks that India is 
for the present not a fit place to return to. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Including the Government of India, I sup- 
pose. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-irHusain: He has no place 
in it. These remarks are, however, by the way. ' 

But let us resume really the dispassionate consideration of a really 
serious position in the history of this country. As I was saying, a stage 
has been reached when the real position as to the future of political 
advance in India has for the time being been determined. Again, mind 
you, I do not say that it has been determined for good or for over. 
Certainly not. But the extent of this step in advance has for the time 
being been determined. 

Mr. President: May I draw the 'Honourable Member *s attention to the 
fac't that his time is over? Will he please now conclude as early as 
possible ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: I will, Sir, 
certainly.. I trust there will be no attempts to talce me away from 
tlie points which I want to make. Having determined that step, Sir, the 
question arises what should be done. I think this is a very simple matter 
altogether.. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
inadan Rural): Will the Honourable Member advise the Government of 
India to stop the lathi charges that are being made indiscriminately all over 
the country, and especially in Madras where an adjournment motion was 
passed by the Council censuring the Government? That kind of thing 
should stop. The Honourable Member has wandered away from the sub- 
ject without drawing the attention of the Government of India to and 
without making a statement on this fundamental question which is really 
creating a gre^t de^ of disturbance and ill feeling all over the country. 

B 2 
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. Tbo Honourable Eban Baliadtir Mian Sta rad-L^Bnaain: I did not 

notice whether the Honourable Member was present in the ‘Bouse or 
not when 1 began to speak. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer: I was listening to the Honourable gentleman 
very carefully. He was dwelling on the importance of the Premier’s 
statement all along, but he all along forgot that the effect of that speech 
was being neutralised all over the country by the indiscriminate lathi 
charges by the provincial police, following the policy set up by the Gov- 
ernment of India. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasl-i-Husain: 1 thought, Sir, 

I began my speech with it. I thought my friend had slipped in a little 
later. No doubt he came in when I was emphasising the importance of 
the Prime Minister’s statement. But I recognised from the very begin- 
ning that that was the important point to be settled, though the other 
questions like lathi charges, processions, picketing, are also of such great 
importance that any abuse of the orders by either side was lik.ely to indame 
the feelings of the people who come in close contact with such incidents. 

I had said that that matter, as the Honourable Member himself men- 
tioned, was within the jurisdiction of the local Legislatures. I am glad to 
see that the Madras Legislative Council has dealt with that question . . . 

Mr. President: I should like the Honourable Member to hasten bis 
concluding remarks. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Pazl-i-Busain: I am sorry. Sir. 
But I find that my Honouralbe friend, quite unintentionally I know, is 
taking me away from the points that I want to make. I have not the 
slightest doubt that he did not .... 

Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer: I am asking you to deal with the fundamental 
question of lathi charges and to stop them by advising the Government 
of India. 

Mr, President: I must ask the Honourable Member to conclude now. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Very well. 
Sir. I will try to get on to the concluding part of my remarks. The 
problem seems to me to be extremely simple at this stage. Our next 
step having been settled, what are we really quarrelling about? In case 
the Congress feels that that step is adequate, there will be nothing to 
quarrel about. There should be no continuance of either picketing or 
processions or any other demonstrations, and if that is so, there can be 
no lathi charges, there can be no Ordinances in existence. But I will be 
content with simply saying that if there are no processions, there can be 
no lathi charges. I go further and say that ali the repressive measures 
should cease to exist as soon as the need for them disappears. They 
disgrace the Statutcrbook, they disgrace it very much indeed, and I assure 
the Honourable Member opposite that no Member of Government, be he 
an Indian or be he a European, is proud of that achievement. Is he? 
I assure you that every English Member of the Government feels no less 
than I or you do, that an Ordinance is a hateful thing. Do you think 
that the man who signs the Ordinances is happy over it? To imagine that 
any one gloats over it is to do us injustice, to ascribe to us feelings and 
sentiments which are not human. And I assure the Honourable Members 
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that, whatever some of you in your anger may think, we are, after all, 
not so much worse than any of yoii. Sir, I think I may say that I along 
with my colleagues sitting on these Benches will not be backward in doing 
away with all these measures which are as hateful to us as to you as 
soon as the necessity for them disappears. No one is more anxious to 
see the day when the necessity for these measures will disappear. 


Sir Bari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan): Who is to be the judge of the necessity? 


The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: As to who is 

to be the judge, Sir, I think one may easily agree. Sir, I request you 
to be the judge, and failing you, your Deputy President. Here I have 
in my hand a beautiful comment as to Mr. Chetty having been guilty 
of “not chivalrous conduct in not submitting to the wishes of the lady 
picketers who wanted him not to come here in order to preside over this 
Assembly**. This * 'peaceful** picketing, Sir, is described by this paper as 
necessitating that every one who is the subject of that picketing should 
bow to it. It says this : “Mr. Chetty had to invite those very minions 
of law and order whose policy he condemns to arrest as many as 13 
volunteers from his house to enable him to preside over the Legislative 
Assembly’*. It goes on further and says: “Mr. Chetty had done every 
thing to show his contempt for Indian womanhood and scant consideration 
for that noble virtue called chivalry**. Sir, is that peaceful picketing? 
Who is to be the judge of it? Mr. Chetty or some Members of this 
House who have not been won'ied by this peaceful picketing? I, Sir, 
venture to say, it pains me to say, I assure you it ^pains me to say that 
to drag in the womanhood of India and the child mind of In<ha 
into this struggle is perhaps a very thin nail in the coffin of the 
future of our ideals (An Honourable Member from the Nationalist Benches r 
“Question**), and as has been said, during this debate as effective a nail 
as a lathi blow is on an innocent man. It is a peat pity that such senti- 
ments should be expressed when an extremely important subject is under 
consideration. But let us be under no delusion . . . 


Mr. President: I am very sorry to interrupt the Honourable Member 
again, I must ask him to ’conclude his remarks in about a couple ot 
minutes. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Eural) : On a point of order. Sir. There are two amendments taken 
at the same time, and I would request you to give us a little more 
time .... 


Mr. Preirident: Order, order. I have exercised my discretion and am 
giving sufficient time to all speakers. I have got to be that 

side of the House gets ample opportunity to take part m this important 

debate. . „ , . 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Baal-lrHu^: To <3011010^. 
Sir, let us not now think of all these stru^les and strifes, ^ally 
time has come to give up aU such notions of critical exammation of the 
past. There may have been wrongs, probably, on either side. Is it no* 
time now to think more of to-day and to-morrow than of yesterday? I 
assure you that those who are anxious to do ?11 they can to promote the 
Prime Minister’s ideal of future advance vnll ^ rei^y to do eve^yl^ 
that lies in their power to bring all these incidents to a close, and start 
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a new era wherein all schools of thought would be ready to fake their 
legitimate share. I trust and hope that every effort be made by 

every public spirited Indian in this House and outside this House to make 
it absolutely plain to the Congress that they have had their moral support 
all along, but henceforth if they persist in their conduct of what they call 
peaceful picketing and innocent processions, inviting the authorities to 
intervene in order to reduce and counteract the intimidation which lies 
behind them, intimidation of peaceful men pursuing their vocations, or of 
children who are going to their school and thereby affecting prejudicially 
the mind of the youth of the country, they will not have any support what- 
soever from them and that India wants peace and a start on the future 
reforms in a good and quiet atmosphere and those who stand in the way 
of the creation of that atmosphere India will hold responsible. (Applause!) 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muhammadan Urban): Sir 
I listened with every attention to the speech of the Honourable Member 
opposite, for I was very anxious to get a peep into the mind of the 
Government on ihis question. Government are fully aware how much tliis 
question is agitating the mind of the country, and I should have thought 
that this was a most opportune moment for the Government to take 
the House into their confidence and tell them the sort of policy they are 
going to pursue in the future. Unfortunately, the Honourable Sir 
Fazl-i-Husain has not left us any wiser than we were before so far as 
the present question is concerned. 

Sir, if we were to discuss the pronouncement of the Prime Minister of 
England and the speeches that have been made at the Round Table 
Conference in St. James* .Palace and in the House of Commons, it would 
take a very considerable time, and the time that is allowed for the dis- 
cussion of this Resolution is very limited indeed. So far as this Reso- 
lution is concerned, it is perfectly frankly couched in plain language. 
There are two amendments, one of them was moved by my Honourable 
friend behind me, Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon. It professes to condemn 
the language used in the Resolution as regards the policy being one of 
repression, and it also suggests that we must leave it to the Government, 
when it is so satisfied, to grant an amnesty to the political prisoners and 
to repeal the Ordinances, — all those measures which the country has 
already condemned with one unanimous voice. Sir, if my memory is right, 
the other day the Honourable the Home Member complained of the use 
of the word “repression’*. The amendment also disapproves of that des- 
cription of the Government’s present policy. But the Mover of the amend- 
ment himself used much stronger language in condemning what is going 
on in the country: he called it “the policy of ruthless repression. “ (An 
Honourable Member: “The truth has come out**.) Even the Honour- 
abh^ Sir Fazl-i-Husain, speaking of fhe Ordinances, admitted that an 
Ordinance is a most hateful thing, and he condemned it as much as any 
body else. Now! Sir, is this not repression, Government by Ordinance? 
•of this character — no less I believe than 12 are in operation at the presenl 
moment,— which nullify the law regarding individual liberty, regarding 
the right of association, and all that, to a very, very large ej^tent 
Sir, these Ordinances are not law; they are not even called law; and nob^! 
calls them law. One of the requisites of law is that it must be definite 
CO that it can be administered properly by courts of justice, where evideno< 
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cun be adduced in the matter that is being adjudicated. But can any one 
bay that Ordinances of this character have got any of the attributes of law, — 
definiteness*? It is as wide as any executive order; these are mere 
executive orders. Then, how are they enforced? Is it not perfectly true 
that in many cases what they call lathi charges are made on men, women 
and all sorts of people (Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: “Shame!’')? What has 
been the result of the enforcement of these Ordinances? At one time, 

1 believe, no less than 60,000 persons including amongst them the most 
enlightened, the most pi’orninent men of India, men whom all the worlH 
lospect, including women, including a host of highly educated young men 
(.In Honourable Member: “And boys”), were put in jail, and I believe 
rliut even now more than 20,000 are in prison under those Ordinances, 
and some sections of the Criminal Procedure Code, which are also of 
an executive nature; I mean especially section 144 of the Code. 

Allusion has been made to what happened in Calcutta the other day. 

.1 do not want to deal with that as the matter, 1 understand, is sub judice, 
But there can be no doubt that an occurrence of that nature is bound 
to inflame the minds of the people. There is hardly any Indian who can 
say that this is a policy which can be justified. Sir, it cannot but be 
rightly described as a policy of repression. I think the Government 
recognise, — the higher authorities, the British Government, the British 
Parliament, and leaders of all parties in the Parliament, His Excellency 
the Viceroy, they have all recognised — that the time has now come for 
a change of policy altogether. You could only justify it on grounds of 
necessity. Can you say that there has been necessity really for pursuing 
this policy ? If there has been, I am sorry to have to say that the necessity 
has arisen from the blunders of the Government themselves. I will not 
try to go back very much. The recent blunder began with the appoint- 
ment of the Simon Commission, and even that blunder was not set 
right in time, although Government had sufficient warning. Most of the 
responsible leaders told the Government that they could not any longer 
pursue the form of Government which had been constituted under the Act 
of 1919 in dealing with the people and that the Government must now 
change its course of conduct. You must adopt a policy which will give 
the people of this country a right to govern themselves. They pointed 
out the ^vay at a very early stage as to how^ you could bring about peace 
and order and real conciliation of the people of this country. If you had 
accepted the proposal for the Bound Table Conference in the beginning, 
all this would not have happened. It was really the inability of the 
Government to see the signs of the times that brought the Government 
to this stage. Look at the position. Are not the Government even now 
going to grant an amnesty to political prisoners? May I ask, is it fair, 
is it in accordance with the principles of justice and fairness that you 
should release the leaders of the movement and keep the others in 
confinement? What justification have the Government got for such a 
policy? Is it even political expediency? These people have got thousands 
of friends and relatives outside. What will they say? Is it not unfair to 
keep these men still in jail? Can the Government meet such a charge? 
Most certainly not. Then, is it not the duty of the Government which 
claims to be the leader of the people, to take the lead in their own hands? 
From your point of view, is it not the only right thing to do, to release 
•these people whose release is essential for the political peace of the 
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country? 1 am perfectly sure, as Mahatma tiandM said the other day, 
it will be very dilhcult for him and other leaders to bring about a proper 
condition of things in which the constitutional position caif be properly 
considered unless these men are released. They have got to answer to 
their people. What answer can they give? They have no answer to give. 
You are putting them in a very difficult position indeed. If 1 were one 
of the Congress leaders and 1 had been in jail and had been released, 
1 would have certainly felt as Mahatma Gandhi is feeling today. It places 
them in a very false position indeed. Then there is the demand that there 
should be a proper inquiry into the lathi charges by the police. It is very 
difficult to say for any one who has not got the full facts before him, 
whether in a particular incident the police were to blame or not, and 
how much they were to blame, but all the same there can be no doubt that 
there is universal complaint in the country that in many cases the police 
are taking the law into their own hands and ill-treating the people, 
sometimes very mercilessly indeed. This belief is so widespread that the 
only right thing for the Government to do is to make an inquiry. Until 
such an inquiry is made, there will always be anspicion in the minds of 
the people that the Government are trying to shield its officers even when 
tliey are misconducting themselves. That is a position which the Gov- 
ernment should try to remedy. Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Abdoola 
Haroon made a plea for the release of the Moplah prisoners and the 
prisoners in the North-West Frontier Province. I strongly endorse that 
plea. We are kept too much in the dark as to what happens in the North- 
West Frontier Province. There are all sorts of nasty rumours afloat, and 
it is time that the Government dealt with the North-West Frontier 
Province in a way very different from the way in which they are dealing 
with it now. Similarly, I think the whole country is now united in 
demanding an amnesty for the Moplah prisoners. They have suffered 
enough, and as you know, most of them were really misled by outsiders. 
They are religiously a very susceptible people. We all know that and 
that was taken advantage of during the non-co-operation movement, and 
their religious fervour wag exploited. I think it is time that Government 
extended, or rather the Viceroy extended his clemency to these Moplah ^ 
prisoners also. 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay: European): I do not want to be contro- 
versial. I did not want to go into the past, but when Honourable 
Members come down to this House and claim that Ordinances need not 
have been brought into operation, when they claim that the police have 
been repressive and ha^ e taken unreasonable steps in promoting law and 
order by lathi charges and so on, I am bound to ask myself and I am 
bound to ask the Ambers of this House, in what state the country might 
have been today had no Ordinances been promulgated and had the poUce 
conducted their work with that inactivity which I presume Honourable 
Members would advise. I have been in Bombay for the past few months 
and I have heard many respected Indian citizens, who have expressed the 
opinion that the police have been far too lenient. Granted there may 
have been cases, which have got into the newspapers, in which the public 
have taken the view that certain steps were taken which were unneces-- 
. sary ..... 
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« Kr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Has the Honourable Member visited . • • • 

Sir Httgb Oocke: I will not give way to the Honourable Member at 
this stage. , Taking the conduct of the police as I have seen it, I consider 
that it is beyond all praise. We are told of these lathi charges, but we 
do not hear from these Benches of the stones which are thrown at the 
police before those lathi charges start. Are the police to throw their lathis 
into the crowd and say, “Use them as well as your stones against us”. 
I think Honourable Members must take a more serious view of the situa^ 
tion. There may have, been mistakes. I do not deny that for a moment. 

An Honourable Member: Will the Honourable Member tell the House 

how many casualties there were among the police as the result of stone 
throwing? 

Sir Hugh Oocke: I have got no note book in my pocket recording how 
many stones were thrown and what was the injury, but I can say that 
the number of police struck is not inconsiderable. As I said, I do not 
want to go into the past. It seems to me that today we are facing a 
new situation and I doubt whether it helps very much to go into the past 
and condemn the Ordinances and the police activities. It seems to me,. 
Sir, that what we want to get down to is to consider the new situation 
which has arisen as a result of the success, I think the generally acknow- 
ledged success, of the Conference in London, and to see how that success 
can be brought into operation in remedying a state of affairs in India 
which no one is in favour of continuing. (Hear, hear.) That brings me 
to the amendment of my friend, Seth Haji Ab'doola Haroon — an amend- 
ment which we on these Benches are only too glad to support. 

Mr. D. E. Lahiri Ghaudhury: Was it brought forward under your 
instigation ? 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Sir Hugh Oocke: That amendment, as Honourable Members know, 
recommends that, as soon as the Governor General in Council is satisfied 
regarding the discontinuance of the activities of the civil disobedience move- 
ment, he should forthwith take action to secure the release of persons con- 
victed of, or on trial for, offences not involving violence in connection with 
that movement. Now, gentlemen .... 

Mr. E. Ahmed: The Honourable Member should address the Chair and 
not the gentlemen of this House. 

Sir Hugh Oocke: Sir, it seems to me that that is an amendment which 
should bring the two sides of the House together. If Honourable Mem- 
bers are prepared to consider the present and the future and not to go* 
into the details of the ipast, for many mistakes there may have been on 
the part of the Government or the Congress, on the part of the people or 
of the police — if all sides are prepared to consider the situation today and 
think only of the future, it seems to me they ought to be prepared to agree 
to that amendment and to say, “We are willing to work, as a result of the 
Conference in London, and to withdraw this movement and to ensure peace 
in the country''. Then, as a matter of course, the other things will fol- 
low, It cannot be expected, in my opinion, that the Government should 
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take the initiative in releasing all these prisoners without there being any 
undertaking whatever at the present moment that the movement will stop. 
The first duty of the Government is to maintain law and order; this is 
most necessary so that the results of the Conference shall not be rendered 
ineffective; any general policy of releases without security would make the 
Government the laughing stock of the world. I do hold tlyerefore that the 
Government would be wrong in taking action of that sort; from a common 
sense point of view they should not do so, 1 think, u itliout some security 
for the future. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, the Honourable Sir Hugh Cocke and the 
Honourable Sir Fazl-i -Husain have both mentioned one fact to which I 
should like to advert. The Honourable Member for Education very rightly 
pointed out that there was a great deal of public opinion at the back of 
the Congress movement, and that the Congress movement was more or 
less supported W all parties, even by those who did not see eye to eye 
with it. Now 1 take that as a fact — that the Congress movement has 
the support of the bulk of the people of this country. Now the Congress 
demanded that the future evolution of reforms in this country should be 
with the consent of the people of India. That, Sir, was a clear declaration 
made by the National Congress. Now in defiance of the Besolution of the 
National Congress, a Statutory Commission was appointed composed of en- 
tirely of British Members of Parliament. I congratulate my friend, Sir 
Abdur Bahim, on his pointing out to this House that the whole movement 
connected with civil cl isobedi enet> was the outcome of that mistake of the 
British Government, in which the novernment of India participated. 
That being the case, tlic Congress said, “We do not recognize this Com- 
mission”, and they embarked upon the. civil disobedience movement. 
Now 1 do not for a moment suggest that anyone in this House sympathises 
with the acts of violence which have resulted from the civil disobodieuco. 
movement (Hear, hear); and there are many on this side of the Houso 
who do not sympathise with the movement at all. But this fact neverthe- 
less remains that the civil disobedience movement was launched by the 
Congress with the primary purpose of drawing the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the crying need of the hour that further rc'forms were necessary and 
that they could not any longer be dehived. Wc have boon told, Sir, by Mr. 
Montagu himself in his Beport, that one thing that struck him was the 
pathetic contentment of the people of India, and that had the people of 
India been more alert and more vocal in respect of what they demanded, 
he would have given them a larger measure of reforms. Well, the people 
of India, when they found tliat their rights were not being recognized to 
the extent they demanded, launched this civil disobedience movement. 
And if I understand aright, there is nobody I think on the other side^ of 
the House who would question the constitutional policy behind the civil 
disobedience movornent as launched by the Congress. As a matter of 
fact the leaders of that movement have i.nade it nbundantlv clear that that 
constitutional movement was intended to draw the attention of the^ Gov- 
ernment to the demands of the people; and to that extent therefore it is a 
perfectly legitimate movement. Now what was the result? What did 
the Government do? We have been told that ihis movement has resulted 
in outbreaks of violence, but as often ns there have been outbreaks of 
violence, so often the leaders of the Congress have entirely dissociated 
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themselves from them : and it has never been shown to us that the violent 
acts msulting in lanQientable cases o>f murder, assassination and so forth 
had anything whatever to do with the civil disiibedience movement. Sir, 
on the floor of this House some years back we had under discussion the 
question of the Bolshevic movement in this country, and we were told 
that that movement was gaining ground and against which an enactment 
was contemplated and was actually placed Lefore ibis House. At the 
present moment have a revolutionary movement in the country which 
must not be confused with the civil disobedience movement launched by 
the Congress. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub.) 

I beg therefore to ask tlie occupants of the Treasury Benches, so far 
as the persons concerned in this civil disobedience movement, prisoners 
numbering about 00,000 arc concerned, arc theire any prisoners connected 
with the civil disobedience movement who cannot be safely released*^ Sir, 
the occupants of the Treasury Benches were responsible for the release 
(■f 28 members of the Working Committee of the Congress, the loaders o£ 
the Congress. But the leaders of the (Congress have lost no time In 
declaring their failure to negotiate or to consider the results of the Bound 
Table Conference and the Prime Minister’s speech, unless the rank and 
file are set free. 8ir, is that an unreasonable request for the leaders of 
the Congress to make? They say, are the people who are primarily 

responsible for the civil disobedience movement; we are the leaders of 
this movement, and in consequence of our a6tion, these 40,000 or 1:0,000 
people have been sent to jail. We cannot possibly consider the proposals 
of the Round Table Conference and also the Prime Minister’s statement 
unless these people are liberated.'’ 

Now, Sir, that is the plain request which the Honourable the Mover of 
the Resolution wishes to make in this House, that yon cannot expect the 
creation of that pacific atmosphere for the dispassionate consideration of 
the offer made by the Prime Minister so long as the rank and file of the 
Congress movement remain incarcerated. It has been asked, “What 
guarantee is there that if we were to liberate these people there would 
not be a recrudescence of the civil disobedience movement?’’ That, Sir, 
is a risk and I grant it is a risk, but do take courage in both hands and 
take that risk, and you will find that if you were to liberate these people 
and give them the chance of coming together to consider the proposal made 
by the Prime Minister, I am quite certain that that risk would be negli- 
gible. Sir, we are hearing from all sides of the country that the civil dis- 
obedience movement has passed its apex, that the civil disobedience move- 
ment is dying down, and if that is so, added to that natural decline of the 
civil disobedience movement, if you add to it your clemency and release 
these people, I am quite sure you will create the atmosphere in the country 
for a dispassionate, and let me add, a sympathetic consideration of the 
proposals of the British Government which we all hope and trust, the 
people of India will accept. Sir, you cannot expect the people, so long 
as their relations and friends are in jail, to give that dispassionate consi- 
deration to the proposals of the British Government to which they would 
'Otherwise be entitled. 

Turning now to the amendment of my Honourable friend, Seth Haji 
-Abdoola Haroon, what does it say? It says that you should delete the 
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words '‘the immediate discontinuance of the present policy of repressioa 
pursued by the Government”, and add at the end of the Besolution, words 
to the effect that as soon as he is satisfied regarding the discontinuance of 
the activities of the civil disobedience movement, . the people should 'be 
forthwith released, etc. Now, Sir, if the civil disobedience movement stops 
first, then you are going to release these prisoners. But when are you 
going to consider the proposals of the Bound Table Conference? The 
civil disobedience movement may not die down for some time to come, but 
are you going to hold in abeyance, during that time, the consideration of 
the proposals of the British Government ? That is the question I wish to- 
ri sk Honourable Members of Government. If you really want that there* 
should be speedy peace in the country, if you really want that there should 
be co-operation between the two wings of this House, if you really want 
that the mass of the country’s opinion should rally to your support and 
make popular the measures that are promised for the future governance 
of this country, then I ask you, Sir, to co-operate, that is to create a 
peaceful atmosphere in thi^ country, which is only possible if you release- 
all the political prisoners. ^ 

(At this stage Mr. President resumed the Chair.) 

If they are not released, you wiU make ug helpless ; you will make* 
yourselves helpless, and believe me, you will have to release them sooner 
or later. Then why not release them now rather than release them, 
when it is too late? Sir, the British nation has a genius for doing things 
too late. My Honourable friend, Pandit Motilal Nehru, from his place 
here, asked the Government to convene a Bound Table Conference, and 
if the Government had acceded to hig request, we should neither have 
had the civil disobedience movement, nor any occasion for moving this 
Besolution. The Government dallied and delayed till the momentum of 
public opinion in this country was roused to a state of ferment, and the' 
Congress ventured upon the launching of the civil disobedience movement. 
Then, the Government tardily as before convened a Bound Table Confer- 
ence, and now that the Bound Table Conference has concluded its labours, 
the Government are still fiddling while Borne is burning; the Government 
are still saying, “You begin by stopping your civil disobedience move- 
ment, and when that stops, then we shall release these people”. The 
Congress people, on the other hand, say, “You have released us; we are 
unable to negotiate for peace; we should like to have our rank and file, 
who have gone to jail for our own sake and at our instigation”. 
That, Sir, is the position. It is an impasse, I see your ^fficulty 
but you should also see our difficulty and look at the question in 
a brood and statesmanlike manner. You have got the power, if the* 
civil disobedience movement revives, and when you have got the power, 
you can use that power. When you use that power, you will have our 
support, You can then come to us and say, “We listened to your voice* 
and released these people. We now find that we released them pre- 
maturely and the civil disobedience movement has been revived”. I say. 
Sir, that no responsible Member of this House will fail to give you the- 
necessary support if such an occasion arises. But, I can almost assure* 
you on behalf of my friends, and I feel. Sir, that I am speaking also on 
bdialf of a very large body of men outside this House, when I tell you that' 
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if you once take courage in both hands and release these people, you will 
find that the possibility of a recrudescence of the civil disobedience 
movement is negligible, and you will bring about a happy state of things in 
which the solution of the {great problem as to how the future constitution 
of the Government of India is to be constructed will become easier of 
solution, and in which you will receive the hearty co-operation of a very 
large bulk of the people who will bo called upon hereafter to shoulder the 
burden. I hope, therefore. Sir, that the members of the Treasury Benches 
will rise to the occasion and forgetting all that has passed, tbinV of one 
thing, — that is, how- to bring about a peaceful settlement of this great 
question; and the peaceful settlement of this great question can be brought 
about only by releasing these prisoners and giving everybody a chance of 
meeting together for the purpose of considering dispassionately the pro- 
posals made at the Bound Table Conference. Sir, I feel that the only 
thing that I and my friends can do is to support the Besolution of Mr. 
Sadiq Hasan and to oppose the amendment moved by Seth Haji Abdoola 
Haroon. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Leader of the House) : Sir, I have 
no desire to exceed the time limit, and therefore I will ask the 
indulgence of the House if I am not able to deal as fully, as I ► 
might wish, with all the different aspects of the important subjects which 
have been engaging our attention. I should like to begin, Mr. ^President, 
with the main Besolution which asks the House to condemn the repressive 
policy of Grovemment, The repressive policy alluded to clearly is the 
action taken by Government, or under Government orders, for meeting 
the dangers that arise from the civil disobedience movement. I think 
at this point it is desirable to state briefly what that movement amounts 
to, and I shall try to be as little controversial as possible. Its declared 
object, I think I am entitled to say, is the subversion of the present system 
of government and its replacement by another. Its chosen methods are 
defiance of the law and, subject to the proviso of non-violence, resistance 
to the authority of Government. As the movement has actually been 
carried on, non-violence has sometimes been more honoured in the breach 
than in the observance; disturbances of a grievous character have occur- 
red, and even when violence is not in question, methods have been employ- 
ed involving extreme hardship and injustice to traders, to Government 
servants and to the population generally, and most serious inter- 
ference with their right to carry on their business, to perform their duties, 
and to do without interference that which the law permits them to do. 
Now, Mr. President, when such a state of things arises, then it is the duty 
of any Government and will be the duty, should such a situation arise, of 
the (iovernments which may come into existence under the new constitu- 
tion, just as much as it is the duty of the present Government, to take 
every step in its power for the protection of its citizens and its servants, and 
of that duty it cannot relieve itself. If that is repression, then the policy 
of Government may be described as repressive, but it is the only possible 
policy for any Government, 

That however is not the whole story. The policy of Government 
has another side. As this House very well knows, it has been their 
declared object to clear the way by conference and discussion for the 
early attainment of India's aspirations. The Announcement by His 
Bxoellency the Governor General in the Autumn of 1929 that the objective 
defined in the historic declaration of 1917 was Dominion Status and 
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nothing else, the assemblage of the Bound Table Conference in London, 
and the declaration of the Prime Minister on the 19th January last, in' 
which these discussions culminated, all these mark the fact that the 
, I)olicy of Government is very far from being one of mere negation and 
obstruction and that its positive side is of much greater importance. 

It is worth while, 1 think, Mr. President, to consider what the position 
is iu Mhich we find ourselves today. The Round Table Conference has 
met and has arrived at its provisional conclusions. It has been announced 
that its discussions will be continued, and that contact will be tnain- 
taiiied between responsible public men in England and in India, in whose 
hands the conduct of these discussions will remain. All this is settled, 
and if rnv Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, asks me when and 
how they will be resumed, I can only reply that that is a matter which 
rests with His Majesty’s Government. But in these circumstances the 
Government of India has a two-fold duty. It is its obvious duty to do’ 
all ill its power for the furtherance of the plans adopted by His Majesty’s 
Government in consultation with the representatives of India; and it is 
equally its obvious duty to maintain established authority so that the 
new Government may in due season take over the control of the adminis- 
trative organisation with its prestige and efficiency unimpaired. For what 
is the new’ element in the situation that emerges from the Round Table 
Conference? The conflict is no longer between Indian nationalism and 
the authority of Parliament. The Conference has made clear the way 
to settlement by discussion and not by force, and the struggle from now 
onwards lies between those who believe that India’s aspirations ';an be 
realised most satisfactorily and most rapidly by the road of argument and 
persuasion and those w’ho still desire to tread the arid by-path of agitation 
and civil disobedience. 

Now, Sir, I should like to turn to the amendment of my Honourable 
fr iend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, which asks for the unconditional and imme- 
diate release of all political prisoners, and for the immediate withdrawal 
of all the special powers. I do not believe that my Honourable friend 
actually has in his mind anything quite so unconditional as that. I do 
not suppose, for example, that he means this that., if it were certain 
that the amnesty would make no difference as regards the civil dis- 
obedience movement, that it would be carried on in all its varied forms 
with equal or even greater intensity, and that w’hatever law’s Congress 
might see fit to defy would be persistently transgressed, my Honourable 
friend w^ould still urge upon Government to act in the manner suggested. 

1 believe that what he has in his mind is very much what was expressed 
by my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, that the risk was negli- 
gible and that the effect of the amnesty proposed would be to bring 
friction and conflict to an end and lead to co-operation. Well, I will 
deal with that in a moment or two, but before I do so I should like to 
turn to the other amendment of my friend, Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon. 
Perhaps I may say at once, Mr. President, that Government are prepared 
to support that amendment; and I want at this stage to make clear the 
attitude of Government on two particular points. The amendment asks 
Government, as soon as a certain condition is fulfilled, to secure the 
release of persons convicted of or under trial for offences not involving 
violence in connection with the civil disobedience movement. The quali- 
fying words “not involving violence" are important, and if they were 
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absent .Government could not support the amendment. Violent crimes 
committed in pursuance of the civil disobedience movement are in fact 
inconsistent with the declared object of its originators, who have alwaya 
affirmed that they wish to attain their ends by non-violence. Those who 
have been guilty of participation in, or incitement to, violence stand there- 
fore in a different category from the great majority of those who have 
been sent to prison since April last. The amendment also restricts the 
recommendation to offences committed in connection with the civil dis- 
obedience movement, and at this point I must make plain the view which 
Government take of the outrages committed as part of the revolutionary 
and terrorist movement. They regard that movement as something alto- 
gether apart from W’hat is gGner.ally know-n as civil disobedience; and 
if anything I say should convey the im.pression that it w^ould ever be 
possible for Government to condone terrorist crime, 1 should be mis- 
leading the House for w’e cannot make terms with terrorism. 

With a good deal of what fell from my Honourable friend, Sir Hari 
Singh Gcur, I find myself very much in agreement, because he expressed » 
what 1 believe to be the fact, that fundamentally, as to the result we 
wish to achieve, there is not very much difference betw^een the two sides 
j p ^ of the House. I am certain that we are all of us influenced by a 
desire that conditions should be established in which all the ener* 
gies of the nation may engage in the task of building up the new constitu- 
tion in a spirit of co-operation and not of conflict. In this matter Govern- 
ment and the Assembly are at one. What we all want to do is to bring 
about the restoration of peace, to be everything which might eflect that result 
and to abstain from everything wdnch might liinder it. It is from this 
angle, I think, that the amnesty question must bo approached. Now', the 
question arises w'hether if Government did take the action suggested by 
Mr. Amur Nath Dutt’s amendment, it w'ould in fact lead to the result 
which we all desire. After all on a matter of this kind we can only be 
guided by the indications which we have, and as men of common sense 
be guided by the considerations which ordinarily affect decisions. It 
may be that some hope that the amnesty w'ould be followed by an im- 
mediate and spontaneous rospomc on the part of the Congress, or that 
the. pre.’-.surc of public opinion would be so great as to compel a response. 
Judications on that point, however, are not in all respects encouraging. 
Utterances of Congress leaders, w'hich I need not particularise, speeches 
wliich have been made, articles in the Press and Resolutions of the 
Working Committee of the Congress rather suggest that Government 
aet»<ri has been misconstrued; that the releases we have already made 
are attributed to weakness or fear and not to a sincere desire that the 
whole country should co-operate, and T am afraid that so long as such 
jTnpre.'ii'jions exist they must tend to retard a settlement. As to the pres- 
sure of public opinion, I do not under- value that, and I have no doubt 
that fr.mi one quarter at any rate pressure will be brought to bear. 
Most of tbe Indian delegates on their return journey from London are 
now nearing the shores of India, and on their arrival, their powerful 
influence will be brought to bear upon the situation. They above others 
have shown that the true path of advance is by argument and discussion 
and not by forcible methods, and I know that every one of us in this 
Houfte hones and desires that their efforts may be crowned with success. 
But this House also has a duty in this matter. .(Hear^ hear.) I would 
appeal to the House to consider whether the rejection of my Honourable 
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friend’s amendment and the passing of the Besolution, either as it stands 
on the paper or in the amended form which Mr. Amar Nath Dutt’s amend- 
m,ent would give it, would in fact adequately discharge the responsibility 
which vests upon this House to exert its influence for the restoration of 
peace. (Hear, hear.) Notwithstanding what Government have already 
done to give evidence of the sincerity of their intentions — and I need only 
refer here to the Prime Minister’s declaration and to the release of the 
Members of the Congress Working Committee — it would seem that many 
think that the Government and not the Congress is the proper object 
of pressure. But the question I would ask Honourable Members to con- 
sider is this: whether an appeal to Government to grant an amnesty, 
irrespective of all conditions, is the best way of promoting the end which 
we all desire that those engaged in the movement should abandon the 
methods they have hitherto followed and turn to the path of co-operation. 

If in what I have said I have in any degree carried the House with 
me, surely the natural inference is that an essential pre-requisite to a 
general amnesty is that Government should be satisfied that those who 
have been carrying on the movement are prepared to take the path opened 
at the Bound Table Conference. A settlement which left the Congress 
free to carry on all its activities, to picket liquor and cloth shops, to 
organise a refusal to pay land revenue and other taxes, or to defy the 
salt laws while Government stood aside and did nothing, would be no 
settlement at all. The recent release of prominent Congress leaders, 
to which T have already referred, is enough to show that Government are 
not afraid to risk something when it may lead to a peaceful settlement, 
and that they will not allow their action to be governed by a sense of 
ceremony or punctilio, which insists that the other side must make all 
the advance and will make none themselves. But a satisfactory settle- 
ment implies at least this, that if it takes two to make a quarrel, it also 
l^akes two to make a reconciliation. (Hear, hear.) Government can do 
much, I believe, to bring about that state of feeling and thought in India 
from which alone the new India can emerge. But there is one thing 
which they cannot do. They cannot, by any action they may take of a 
conciliatory nature, compel those who believe that the goal is to be 
attained by subversive methods, by resistence and not by co-operation^ 
to abandon those methods and to try another plan. The responsibility 
here does not lie with Government; it rests elsewhere. (Hear, hear.) 
For the rest, and in conclusion, I would only say this. Much time and 
labour have been spent in trying to find formulas, and I do not deny that 
formulas have their use. But infinitely more important is the spirit in 
which the problem is approached. The Government of India have already 
given an earnest of the spirit in which they will deal with this grave 
situation. It is that which was expressed in the words of the Prime 
Minister. ‘Tf Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s appeal to India, as well as to 
us, is responded to in India and civil quiet is proclaimed and assured, 
His Majesty’s Government will certainly not be backward in responding 
to his appeal.” It is our hope and belief that the elements that might 
make peace possible are present if they can be used rightly, but if peace 
is to be achieved, it can only be if all parties concerned make a reciprocal 
contribution to its achievement. (Applause.) 

Maulvi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): 
Sir, we were not used to the speeches delivered by our Honourable friend, 
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Sir Gedrge Bainy, in the mood in which he has done it today. He 
seems to be a different man, speaking on this question as the Leader of 
this House, The touch of sympathy which we used to hear from him 
as a Member of Government and not as Leader of the House is wanting 
today. Let me say that frankly. He seems to have taken the offici&l 
view of the question hi the most bureaucratic form. I do not know why 
this attitude has been taken by the Government, when 1 find that the 
Honourable Sir Fazl-i- Husain who preceded him, in speaking on behalf of 
Government, gave us his mind in a different mood. That encouraged us, 
and we hoped that something better would come from the Leader of the 
House. Therefore, T was disappointed in hearing what I have Heard 
from the Leader of the House, and 1 therefore have made these observa- 
tions as regards his speech. 

When I road the Besolution of my Honourable friend. Sheikh Sadiq 
Hasan, 1 find that what he asks for is not the history of the thing: 

he does not want to go into the history of the civil dis- 

obedience movement or what has happened in the country since the last 
year or for the past ten years. What he wants to emphasise is what 
action will the Government take in the immediate future : the immediate 
future is the only concern of this Besolution. You will find that the 
words are clear enough : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council the immediate 
discontinuance of the present policy of repression pursued by the Government and 
the adoption of a sympathetic and conciliatory jiolicy.*’ 

That is the only thing that this Besolution aims at ; and if we confine our- 
selves to the words of this Besolution, wo have nothing to do with the 
movement as it has been going on in the ex>imtry; wo have nothing to do 

with what this party or that party lias done in the country; we have 

only to see whether the immediate future requires the continuance of the 
polic'.y of repression or a discontinuance of that policy. We have heard 
the history of what the policy of the Government has meant in the past 
from the Leader of tlic House, and we are asked to believe that the Gov- 
ernment have been responsive to the feeling of the people and the aspira- 
tions of the people ; and T do believe, from the speeches delivered at the 
Bound Table Conference as well as in the House of Commons later on by 
the Prime Minister and other responsible members of all the parties in 
England, ihat iliere is in England a change of heart and a change of policy. 

1 expect that with that change there should be some broad-mindedness 
among the people who arc responsible for the administration of this country. 
But I find that, although the British Government, responsible men in the 
British Cabinet, have advocated a policy of conciliation, here in India the 
posit.( n seems to be different. His Excellency the Viceroy might adopt 
such a policy find T should say undoubtedly has got the idea of conciliat- 
ing the people and of meeting their aspirations; but the methods follow- 
ed by the administrators of the country do not take us in that line. If 
you want the people to have full wpression of their views, you must 
leave them free. If you want that they should give free expression to 
what they want, to their aspirations and to their grievances, then the re- 
pressive policy will certainly not allow them to do that. At the pres'^’^t 
naonient, the one thing that the Government of India should do in mv 
opinion is to take awav all the Ordinances, to release all the political 
prisoners, and have a blank sheet before them fi^m Aow. Unless you 
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have a blank sheet at the present moment, all that you have done in the* 
Bound Table Conference will be of no avail. My idea is that this move- 
ment, which has been going for the last ten years, is coming to an end.. 
1 do not believe that this is a movement of an year's standing: it is a 
movement of ten years* standing. Since then the people hav^ been cla- 
mouring for something which they ardently desired. That was not 

listened to. Now that the British Government have had sense enough 
to understand the aspirations of the people and have given expression to a 
very sympathetic policy and want an advance to be made, the only logi- 
cal couise to be followed here in India is to have a blank sheet, and a 
place where all the communities and all the interests concerned should, 
without any reservation, come together and discuss the future of the 
country. It has been said that the Congress should also be asked to dis- 
continue its policy. I do feel that the Congress has got to be addressed 
also ; but then in this House which is the only place where we can ex- 
press our opinion and give our advice to the Government, we can say 
but this and nothing else, that the Governor General has got to disconti- 
nue the policy which has been followed till now, since the inauguration of 
the national movement in the country. This is the place where nothing 
else but this should bo said. Of course, there is the other place, outside, 
in tlie country when we meet our friends of the Congress, where we can 
tell them that the policy of the civil disobedience at the present moment 
will not do; we have got to tell onr friends who have got influence over the 
Congressnien that the policy of the civil disobedience movement will not 
be conducive to the good of the country. But liere in this House the 
only thing that we can say to the Government is to discontinue the policy 
which has been followed till now; and therefore the logical thing that 
should be said in this House is what is contained in this Resolution. I 
would ask my friend, Seth Abdoola Haroon, to give up his amendment, 
because T find that in that amendment of his ho has spoken of things 
which he has not, I should say, considered very seriously. He says in 
his amendment that only those persons should be released who have been 
convicted of or are on trial for offences not involving violence. I submit, 
Sir, that the North-West Frontier people, for whom he has pleaded, most 
of them have been convicted of violence. Why should he plead for them, 
iC the Government are asked to release only those who are not convicted 
of or are on trial for political offences involving violence? It is self- 
contradictory. What I maintain is this: that people have got the right 
of expressing themselves against a form of administration they do not like, 
and it is the temperament of the people which will dictate to them as to 
whether they should be violent or non-violent. There are people, Sir, who 
v’ill express things in a non-violent manner, and there are others who 
cannot but express things in a violent way. Now, it is not for us to 
dictate that the expression of opinion on the genuine demands of the 
people should be made in a particular fashion. It is for those who are con- 
cerned with the demand to choose the course which they think would best 
suit their purpose. I submit. Sir, the question of violence and non- 
violence should be absolutely discarded, and I would appeal to the Honour- 
able the Leader of the House to revise his opinion on this question, other- 
wise the people on the Frontier, the Malabar people and many others who 
are not less patriotic than those who have been convicted for non-violent 
movements, will not be satisfied, and you will not be able to restore peace 
in the country. I believe the Honourable Member will agree with me 
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when I say that it is the object of the person agitating that has got to be 
looked at. . If ihe object of the agitation is to loot or some other criminal 
intention^ then certainly you may hang the agitators or haul them up 
and deal with them as you like according to law. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What about murders? 

Mauivi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi: Murders too, certainly, it is very 
clear. 1 should say it depends on the intention of the man who is agitat- 
ing. If the man carries.on the agitation with a view to bring pressure upon 
the Government to listen to his grievances, certainly, now that the time 
hag come, now that the Government want that there should be a calm 
atmosphere for a dispassionate consideration of the Round Table Con- 
ference proposals, all those persons should be released. I do not believe* 
Sir, that the release of a few persons who have been convicted of non-vio- 
lent offences would bring about the desired result. For that reason I 
would say that the Government policy should now be to begin witli a clean 
slate and to immediately discontinue all repressive measures and adopt a 
conciliatory policy. With these remarks, I support the Resolution of my 
Honourable friend. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Fast Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly reassembled after Lunch at HuTf Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. S. 0. Shahani (Sind: Non- Muhammad an Rurivl) : Sir, I feel that 
it would have been very good if a chance had been afforded for discussing 
Mr. Das’s amendment.* Many may not like the amendment that has 
been proposed by my Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt; they 
may deem it to be extreme. Mr. Das has been reasonable in his view. 
{An Honourable Member: “Mr. Amar Nath Dutt“.) But 1 am talking 
of Mr. B. Das’s amendment. I think that that is a reasonable one, and 
would have been accepted by many. It provides for the release of those 
who have not been guilty of any violent offence. I think that Mr. Das’s 
is a reasonable attitude, and I myself would have endorsed his amend- 
ment most willingly. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I should like to draw the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the fact that Mr. Das’s amendment could not 
be moved as Mr. Das is not present. 

Mr. S 0. Shahani: It may not be possiETe for the amendment to be 
moved in the House; but I am merely expressing my opinion that the 
attitude that has been assumed in the amendment by Mr. Das is a 
reasonable one, and that men like me would have most willingly sup- 
ported it. As it is, it comes to this, that if Mr. Amar Nath Dntt's 
amendment is put to the vote and lost, then my Honourable friend Seth 
Haji Abdoola Haioon’s amendment would be before the House .... 

Mr. President: And the original motion. 

*“That at the end of the Resolution the following be added : 

*by granting amnesty to all non-violent political prisoners*.*’ 

I 6 a 


654 


LEaiSLATIVB ASSEICBLY. 


[5th Fbb. 1981. 

ICr. S. 0. Shahaiii: The original motion would be put to the vote, 
but that is according to me, somewhat vague and will not satisfy all 
the Members of this House. If somehow the amendment of Seth Haji 
Abdoola Haroon is carried, that would, in my opinion, be a blot on this 
House. Till House is already considered to be unrepresentative by the 
people, and on a question so important as this, if the House does not 
vote as it should, it would be greatly discredited in the country. I am 
very sorry that one hailing from my province has been persuaded to move 
this amendment. What will be the result of this amendment, if passed? 

Our Viceroy, who has played the part of a very great statesman indeed, 
by being rightly conciliatory, and who is disposed to depend upon public 
opinion and take the necessary risk that may be involved in assuming 
this attitude, will be handicapped. 1 strongly feel — of course, it is a 
feeling, 1 have no information on the point — strongly feel that he would 
be in favour of releasing those who have not been found guilty of any 
violent (offence. The whole of the civil disobedience movement is non* 
violent. {Maulvi Muhammad Yahuh: “Question”.) A few exceptions, 
and exceptions there will be in all cases, do not go 'to prove that the 
civil disobedience movement is not non-violent; and my feeling is that 
if this amendment is carried as it seems likely that it would be 
carried because the Government are supporting it, the character of 
this House would be gi’catly damaged. {The Honourable Sir Faal-i- 
Husain: “Question”). I should like very much that nothing should 
happen to impair our hoTpe of a real settlement. The Congress leaders 
cannot rightly consent to let those who have gone to jail on their account 
remain in jail while they should themselves be negotiating with the Gov- 
ernment. A very constructive policy has been adopted both by the Pre 
mier in England and by His Excellency the Viceroy here. If there was 
any sense in the attitude that has been assumed by the law and order 
• peopto over the question of the release of political prisoners and the 
susponsit'n of repressive measures, then the Premier of England should 
not have done what he has in connection with the Round Table Confer- 
ence. The people here have gone in for civil disobedience, and hn too 
might have insisted that, unless the civil disobedience movement was 
called off, lie would not be a pai*tv to an offer of substantial responsible 
government to the people of this country. But he has taken a sound 
view. He sees that the things here have been mismanaged and Unit 
the people and the Government should be extneated from the present 
predicament; and it is therefore that he has behaved in the manner in 
which he has done. If my Honourable friend, Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon, 
had been here just now, T would have earnestly requested him to with- 
draw his amendment. But if he does not, and if his amendment corner 
to be supported by Government, I can only say that what the Gods 
give the pujaris seek to withhold. The Premier and JTis Excellency fcho 
Viceroy are both attempting to ensure calm consideration of the great 
problems facing the country, which will in this manner be frustrated by 
the rest of the Government. I shall here instance what transpired ba 
Karachi on the Independence Day. The pujaris there — those that arc 
in charge of the Government of ijhe province — decided not to interfere 
with tho procession, the unprecedentedly huge procession that was started 
there ou that day. And what was the result? The police had their 
hands off the people, the procession was peaceful. Everything passed off 
well. There was no disturbance, and no bitterness caused by the excesses 
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committed in the name of law and order. The prestige of the Govern- 
ment stood as high as ever it was before. The ocmduct of the rulers 
ought to be such as was put forth on that occasion by the rulers in 
Sind. I do not understand how any sensible man can endorse the con- 
duct of those, for instance, who guided the operations of the police in 
Calcutta on the Independence Day. I need not refer to the details of it 
because reference to those has already been made. The police pr the 
Magistracy should not be permitted to use their power recklessly, in a 
manner which will alienate the sympathies of the people. The right 
policy of carrying on the Government in a manner which will find favour 
with the people ought to be pursued. Healing, kindly acts should be put 
foi*th, and not sickening lathi charges for disobedience of orders which 
might not have been passed. No unnecessary fear need be entertained 
with regard to the conduct of the people. If you behave towards them 
righllv, they are sure to respond in the same spirit. No risk will be run by 
ihe Government, T am sure, by releasing those who have gone to jail 
for no offences of violent character. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: My friend, Mr. Shahani, has put with extreme 
jrioderation a point of view with which, however, I find myself in dis- 
iigreemeiit. This is, as some one the other day very justly remarked, a 
House of co-operators. The very ^act that we are bore jneans that 
f'very Member of this House is fundamentally a co-operator. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Do not speak for all. 

Mr. Aithur Moore: I admit that certain Members occasionally feel 
called upon to make a noise like a non -co-operator, but I do feel that 
the fact that we arc here means that wv reject llic doctrine of non-co- 
operation — all of us. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Not necessarily. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: There may be some third position in hct^^een, which 
seme Member may have found it possible to adopt, but I shall refuse to 
hcheve. that my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, is anything but a co- 
operator. Now’, Sir, I feel that as a House of co-cipiTators we should be 
putting ourselves in a very invidious position if after this motion and 
these amendments before us, we were to choose either the original motion 
or tiiC amendment of Mr. Arnar Nath Dutt in preference to the amend- 
ment of rny friend, Haji Abdoola Haroon. 

Scrutinising ihe wording of those various motions and amendments 
the inevitable conclusion would be that the House wtis not willing to dis- 
sociati 3 itself from violence, and was not giving the Government proper 
su])port in dealing with the problem of violence. That is one ])oint. The 
other i)oint is that this House is or ought to be the guardian in this 
(Country of constitutionalism. Personally, I have never had the smallest 
doubt that but for Mr. Gandhi, and but for that unfortunate doctrine of 
non-co-operation, and but for the fact that non-co operation at one period 
did make its way into this Assembly we should be further than we are 
today, and that results that are being obtained now through the Round 
Table Conference with a great deal of argument would have been obtained 
with a great deal of ease. I am perfectly certain that by this time the 
resw^d powers and the Viceitoy's powere of certification would already 
be #611 oh the way to become obsolete. The fact that they are not 
obi?ol6te ia due entirely to the advent of non-co-operation in 
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this House in 1924. Well, Sir, I think that* in this difficult 
situation in which the Government find themselves we would 
be taking a Very great responsibility if we rejected the position taken 
. up by such distinguished Indian nationalists and constitutionalists as 
Mr. Sastri and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Those two eminent men, .who 
have worked so hard to obtain a constitutional advance for India, have, 
as I understand it, launched a double appeal to the Government and to 
the Congress. They have certainly not taken up the position which H 
is being sought to force upon Government today, of saying “You must 
do this, whether or not Congress does that”. I think that the attitude 
of a double* appeal is much more becoming to this House, and although 
I sympathise very much with generous gestures, and with the arguments 
put forward by Sir Hari Singh Gour, T would remind him that, after 
all it is Government that have to hold the baby, and once Sir Hari Singh 
Gour says “Do this and take the risk”, Government would be entitled 
to say to him “What guarantee can you give us as regards the calling 
off of the civil disobedience movement?” But, Sir, personally I have a 
great deal of sympathy with Mr. Gandhi’s unfortunate followers who are 
in jail. Let us review the position with regard to them. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Why do you call them unfortunate. They 
think they are serving their country. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: 1 think they are unfortunate because they are in 
jail. But, Sir, let us review the position as regards Mr. Gandhi. On 
the 23rd December, 1929, His Excellency the Viceroy on the very day 
of that terrible outrage when his train was bombed, when he entered 
his new house, his first guests were Mr. Gandhi and other leaders. He 
put before them on that afternoon an assurance that the Conference in 
London would be absolutely free and unfettered, and’ that every subject 
coimocied with India’s constitution could be discussed, including of course 
Dominion Status. Mr. Gandhi said. “No, you must give us Dominion 
Status before the Conference”, and he refused to have anything to do 
with it. He then went to Lahore and started an agitation which led to 
most violent disorders in this country; and for several months during 
which his unfortunate followers who were committing breaches of the 
law were being imprisoned, as they had to be imprisoned, Mr. Gandhi 
remained at large to incite them for four months. Now we come to a 
later stage. A second attempt was made to make Mr. Gandhi see the 
ven- great opportunity that had come to India. Before the Conference 
met, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar were given every possible 
facility to hold consultations w'ith him anVl with other prisoners, and 
special trains were arranged for them, and again a blank refusal was 
returned. 

Now we come to the third stage. The Conference in London has 
arrived at the broad outlines of a great settlement which will bring 
responsible government to India. Mr. Gandhi is unconditionally 
released. As for his followers, all the time they are in prison. Some, 
of course, with short sentences, come out and others go in. But while 
Mr. Gandhi has all these privileges, it is the followers who bear the brunt. 
Mr. Gandhi is out. I have read his utterances. He tells that India 
is not to have this great constitutional advance at any rate until his 
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eleven points are conceded, points which, as We in this House know, have 
nothing whatever to do with India’s constitutional advance. We- are 
told that India is not to have this tremendous advance till the irrespon- 
sible, irremoveable Government has passed certain laws, which obviously 
should, if we are going to have responsible government, be left to the 
decision of that responsible government. Nor, Sir, do I think 
Mr. Gandhi at all realizes the magnitude of this offer. If he 
understood that India \ras within ineasureable distance of responsible 
government, could he possibly suggest that the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department should be abolished? Is not that a matter 
\; 4 hich should be left to the responsible Government of India? 
Why should the Indian Government, which is to be brought into 
being. bi started in this crippled condition? Mr. Gandhi is using his 
power to incite breaches of the salt laws. T confess, greatly as* I respect 
his character and his devotion, that 1 feel that in the political field he is 
at present a definite obstacle to India’s political advance, (Ironical laugh- 
ter fror«i the non-official Benches). I would much prefer, if it were pos- 
sible — 1 am speaking really for myself — if this campaign against the 
salt law continues, and if the Government are compelled to incarcerate 
Mr. Gandhi, that then the question of enabling his followers to judge for 
themselves the issue with which they are faced should be considered 
by the Government, and also that the whole question should be recon- 
sidered in the light of dealing with people whom we regard as subject to 
the ordinary laws of political reason, rather than with people who so far 
ha\e shown that by no possible arguments are they to be conciliated. 
Sir, I would submit to the Government, that, if it is possible — I submit 
it with great diffidence — if it is possible to do something to make what 
has been arrived at in London seem a reality, something should be done. 
Pei*sonallv, I have a very definite mandate from my constituents, which T 
shall attempt to discharge and that is a vei^ clear mandate. They hold 
that there should be no constitutional advance at all — ^though they are 
by no means opposed to constitutional advance — while there is this 
agifcatio.i going on. Personally, T think that that is an entirely reasonable 
position to take up. But would it not be possible for the Government to 
mfjiko pome announcement with regard to provincial autonomy? That. 
Sir, is something which can be done without further legislation. It is 
possible to abolish dyarchv by transferring the reserved powers from the 
reserved side to the transferred side. Now. would it be possible to fix 
some future date, some two months hence, say, before the departiire of 
His Excellency the Viceroy, and of course with the concurrence of his 
successor, and to announce now that, if by that date the civil disobedience 
lYiOvement has disappeared, then the Local Governments would become 
responsible governments hv transference, and the whole of this problem 
would bf transferred to the responsible local shoulders? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time is up and T would 
ask him to conclude his remarks. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Yes, Sir, I will conclude at once. T submit it 
with the very greatest diffidence, but I do feel that W(? are in danger of 
getting into a long period of discussion and further conferences which 
will lead to disappointment in this country and incresise the scope and 
gro\ind of agitation. Sir. I commend the Eesolutiqn of my friend, Seth 
Haji Abdoola Haroon, to the House. 
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Hnliaminad Shall NAWhs (W^t Qontral Punjab : Muhaxninad^) 
Bar, it will be admitted on all hands that in order to create peaceful condi* 
tichs in India for the dispassionate consideration of the Premier's offer and 
3 p.M, the conclusions of the Round Table Conference^ it is absolutely 
necessary to follow a policy of conciliation and discard the policy of repres- 
sion and of lathi charges. I believe it will also be admitted that the civil 
disobedience movement has done a great deal of harm to India. It has 
pretty nearly ruined the economic fabric of the country and in the interests 
of peace and conciliation it should be called off without further delay. 
I believe that it is the desire of all of us that a complete understandings 
a complete co-operation and goodwill should be restored between India and 
Great Britain. If that is our desire, and there' is no doubt that that i« 
our desire, if the Government and Mahatma Gandhi are hankering after 
peace, it ought to be the easiest thing in the world to devise a formula by 
which repression and the civil disobedience movement can be abandoned 
simultaneously. 1 believe, Sir, that India's heart is sound and that of 
Great Britain is also sound. I am firmly of opinion that even Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi do not w'ish to turn the Britishers 
out of India. We could not expel them out of India even if we would, 
iind we would not even if wc could. Wc are indeed playing our parts in 
the real game for the attainment of a Dominitm Status (ionstitution or a 
substance of Independence for India. Sir, we are schooling our manners 
and acting our parts, but He, who sees us througli and through, knows that 
the bent of both of our hearts is to bo gentle, tranquil and true. The 
gracious message of His Majesty the King Emperor, the declaration of the 
Premier, the speeches at the Round Table Conference and the- 
spec'ches in the House of Commons, ail prove the fact that we 
are all dying for co-operation and goodwill and complete understanding. 
But, Sir, there should btj no manner of doubt that at present repression does 
exist in this country. Tlioso who doubt it are reminded only of the re- 
marks which the British Premier had made in the House of Commons 
while he was delivering that one of the most remarkable speeches ever 
delivered in the House of Commons on the 26th January. Regarding re- 
pression, lie said : 

“Supposing we do not discontinue it, what are the prospects? Repression and 
nothing but repression. And it is a very curious repression, a very uncomfortable 
tepression and a kind of repression from which we shall get neither credit nor success. 
It^ is a repression of the masses of the people, a great proportion of these masses 
being women and children. It is a repression not of organisation, not of bodies, but 
it will develop into a repression of the whole y.euple. 1 1* we are pre])fired to march 
our soldiers from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin then rcFn.se to let us go on.” 

Again, Major Stanley, who spoke on behalf of the younger members of 
the Conservative Party, also said that the national movement in India 
could not be put down by a few flambuoyant s])eeches or arm-chair critics. 

Mr. Baldwin, the Leader of the Opposition, echoed the same feeling, 
and reminded the House of the Irish difficulties and said that all the members 
should give consideration to the Irish parallel before the responsibility 
rested on them for the consideration of the greatest and most difficult 
problem that faced them in the Empire to-day. But the most remarkable 
speech, the most striking speech that was made in the House of Commons 
was that of the Secretary of State for India, Mr. Wedgwood Benn. This 
gentleman has certainly done all that he could to bring about peace- 
between Great Britain and India. This is what he says : 

• “Nobody who knows anything about India will deny that young people of both 
sexes are supporting the Indian national movement. Mothers of the citizend 
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ioniomw and themselTes citizens ^are supporting, the movement and any one who- 
express contempt for the pinion of the yontl) of the nation does not show mach« 
fomight as a ‘statesnuui. Men who have rendeied distinguished social service for; 
which they have been rewarded by Gkivemment consider it their duty to champion the 
national cause. Another remarkable symptom of the situation is that the Indian com- 
mercial classes are not only behind the national movement but behind the civil dis- 
depressed classes who will not tell Mr. Churchill that the movement is vast, and 
depressed classes who will not let Mr. Churchill that the movement is vast ‘ and 
spreading and that they all share sympathy with it.*’ 

Well, Sir, after this definite statement on the part of a responsible Minister 
of the Crown in charge of the Indian affairs, let nobody say that the- 
national movement is confined only to a microscopic minority. After this 
definite opinion of His Majesty’s Government and the other leaders in the 
House of Commons, I ask with what propriety or consistency can the Gov- 
ernment detain in custody nearly 60,000 Satyagrahi prisoners while pro- 
fessing their desire to conciliate India? Now, Sir, I agree with the remarks 
of some of the previous speakers that to release the leaders of the move- 
ment and to detain in custody those who carried out the orders of the- 
leaders is a thing that does not appeal to ordinary understanding. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: That is not what I said. 

. Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz: 1 know, you did not say that. The 
opposition said that. Well, Sir, Mr. Gandhi has made it perfectly clear 
that, in order that the release of the leaders might be effective, it is a 
condition precedent for the dispassionate consideration of the Premier’s 
statement that the Satyagrahi prisoners should also be released. The main 
object of the conciliatory policy is to wipe out, to efface the memories of ten 
months of bitterness, agony and strife. His Excellency the Viocniy has 
moved in the matter. He has now released Mr. Gandhi and other leaders 
of the Congress; and for tills act of his, we are grateful to him, but this, in 
iny humble opinion,, is a very hnlf-hearlod measure, and half-hearted 
measures never produce the desired effect. If the Government were to go 
the whol(‘. hog, and release the rank and file of the (Congress simultaneously 
with the abandonment of the civil disobedionce movement hv the Congress, 
it would at once restore peace and calm in the country. 

Sir, there are other points which T desire to urge for the consideration 
of the House. The noble work started by His Excellency the Viceroy, 
who is undoubtedly the most honoured gentleman in this country now, has 
been undone by tlie Provincial Governments. The imprisonment of Mr. 
Subhash Cliandra Hose, the Mayor of the Calcutta (^irporation, is most 
unfortunate. I am perfectly certain that the Bengal Government have 
taken an ill-advised action. They should not have banned the liberty of 
Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose. Again, there should have been no lathi charges 
in Madras also. You know, Sir, that the Madras Legislative Council has 
siso carried a motion for adjournment. It has condemned the policy of the 
Provincial Government. The Provincial Governments, in my opinion, are 
placing the Government of India in a very awkward and embarrassing 
situation. In fact it is a self-contradictory position, and the Government 
of India should issue instructions to the Local Governments that they 
should move in the matter with great caution. I have already said, that 
Hie Excellency the Viceroy has released Mahatma Gandhi and other 
lejEulers of the Congress. It is a great step. The question is who should 
make the next move? I have seen the cable which Mr. Gandhi has sent 
to the Daily Herald. It shows that there is a prospect of peace, and I 
a^^eal to the leaders of the Congress movement (Hear, hear) to call off' 
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the civil dispbedience movement: Honestly we are tired of it. It should 
be the easiest possible thing in the w<»ld on the part of the Government 
to withdraw all the ordinances and to release all the jjrisoners not guilty 
of violence and also on the part of the Congress to call off the civil dis- 
obedience movement simultaneously. 

Sir, r have very carefully considered the amendment moved by my 
Honourable friend Haji Abdoola Haroon, but I am not in agreement with 
it. It simply says that if His Excellency the Viceroy is satisfied that the 
civil disobedience movement is discontinued, he wil\ see his way to get 
all political prisoners released who ai'e not guilty of violence. This is 
really very vague. The Viceroy may not bo satisfied or he may be satis- 
fied. I know perfectly well tliat His Excellency the Viceroy, before he 
lays down the responsibilities of his office, is very anxious to release all 
those political prisoners who are not guilty of violence. In my opinion. His 
Excellency should at once call Mahatma Gandhi and the leaders of the 
Congress pi\rty to come to Delhi, convene a conference, lay the whole 
matter before them and ask them if they are going to call off the civil 
disobedience movement, and create a peaceful atmosphere for the dis- 
passionate consideration of the scheme evolved by the Hound Table Con- 
ference. But if the civil disobedience movement cannot be called off. 
Government will be compelled to resist the movement to the utmost of 
its power. If it is called off, Government will simultaneously withdraw the 
ordinances and release the political prisoners and peace .and goodwill will 
be re'^tored in the country. This is the way in which His Excellency 
should proceed and I humbly suggest to the Leader of the House that my 
proposal may bo laid before His Excellency the Viceroy for consideration. 
When calm is restored, the scheme of the Round Table Conference and its 
details of vital importance can be improved by the Leaders of the Congress 
and other parties and will probably be improved by further discussions, 

: arguments and negotiations. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; iRir, I have listened to the speech of the 
Hf»n(nirable the Leader of the House with the greatest attention and I'espect 
to find out if he would tell us the policy of Government with regard to the 
present movement. But I may at once state that, after listening to the 
speech, 1 was very much disappointed to find that he has not stated the 
policy of Government to the satisfaction of the country. After the most 
statesman-like action of His Excellency the Viceroy in releasing the leaders 
of the Congress movement, one would have thought that that would be 
the prelude to a subsequent conciliatory policy to be pursued by the Gov- 
ernment But the speech of the Honourable the Leader of the House has 
come as a surprise to us. Shorn of all its verbiage, the speech resolves 
itself into these three things. One is that as long as this movement conti- 
nues, repression and more repression will (continue. That is one point. 
Secondly he says, **You better call off your civil disobedience movement and 
then we will consider what we can do with regard to a conciliatory policy*'. 
This is all that we could get from the speech of the Honourable the Leader 
•of the House. 

Sir, the Honourable Member for the European Community, Mr. Arthur 
"Moore,* has tried to throw the blame for the civil disobedience movement 
on Mahatma Gandhi. He said that His Excellency the Viceroy had 
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invited him and told him that the representatives at the Eound Table Con- 
ference would be given every scope to discuss either Dominion Status or 
Independence, whatever it is, and yet Mahatma Gandhi did not accept 
that offer and launched this movement. Well, Sir, what is it that 
Mahatma Gandhi wanted? He wanted an assurance from the Government 
that they would press the claims of India for Dominion Status at the 
Bound Table Conference. That is all the assurance which he wanted, but 
the Govemnmnt would not give any such assurance. Sir, how could any 
one believe at that time, that any good would come out of the Conference 
when the Simon Report mentioned Dominion Status as a far off ideal? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: The ‘Simon Report had not been published at that 
time. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddl: The decision was almost known. 
However, Government would not give that assurance. Then w^hat 
followed? At the Bound Table (yonferenoe it was the action of the Princes 
agreeing to enter the Federation straight away that made His Majesty’s 
Government revise its policy. Even the Government of India held a 
Federation to be a far off ideal. But when the Princes, to the surprise 
of the British statesmt'ii, were prepared to come into the Federation, the 
British representatives lind to yield on all sides. Now% what is the result? 
The Prime Minister has declared that he would recommend Dominion Status 
for India straight away. Tliat is exactly w^hat Mahatma Gandhi wanted 
and w’hat he wanted has been justified by the subsequent events. If this 
assurance had been given at that moment, certainly all this civil disobedience 
movement could liave been avoided. Government were not prepared to 
go so far and then this movement had to be launched. Well, Sir, I do 
not at this moment propose to enter into this ugly chapter of Indian history 
of the repressive policy pursued by Government afterwards, after the appeal 
made at the Bound Table Conference by all sections that it should be 
made a forgotten chapter. But, Sir, I cannot at this moment forbear the 
temptation of mentioning to the House a few instances which have recently 
occurred, which would disgrace this chapter of Indian history". I will at 
once mention the instance at Peddapuram. Certain people at Peddapiiram 
went on a picnic and when they, having their picnic near Peddapuram the 
police smelt some diabolical plot, entered the picnic ground and belaboured 
most brutally the men, women, and children that went there for picnic, and 
even when the people wanted to run away they were not allowed to go 
but were all beaten. Then another instance which occurred recently was 
that of Mr. Bhashyam. He was a leader of the Congress movement, and 
only a few days ago he wont to the godown street for peaceful picketing. 
He was belaboured, dragged out and beaten in the street; and when Mr. 
Bhashyam wanted to pick up another member who had fallen on the ground 
on account of the beating, he was again beaten. And this is the sort 
of treatment that is even to this dav going on in the Madras Presidency 
in the name of law and order. On these incidents an adjournment motion 
was moved in the Madras Legislative Council and the motion was carried 
by a verv large majority, with almost the unanimity of the elected Mem- 
bers of the House, 61 voting for and 29 against the motion, Such is the 
feeling in the Madras Presidency. Again, many influential gentlemen have 
sent a petition to the Viceroy to inquire into these acts of repression. 
Well, Sir, these are some of the instances. What is the result? Those 
who were still wavering, those who had still some faith in the Government, 
have entered the movement and thus made the movement stronger, and 
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for the first time many women have also joined this movement and thai^ 
raised the movement by inches as Mahatma Gandhi has put it. 

Thus the object of the Government in suppressing the movement haa 
been frustrated. 1 do nob want to go into the other instances in other 
provinces as some of the Honourable Members have already re- 
ferred to them. Now we urge the Government to adopt a conci- 
liatory policy. The Government want an assurance that there would be no 
more of the civil disobedience movement. They ask the country to call off 
this movement before they launch on a policy of conciliation. Mahatma 
Gandhi has already laid down some conditions and we do not know what he 
would do after consulting with other loaders. But at present he says that 
the picketing of foreign cloth and liquor shops and the breaking of salt laws 
must be continued. Now lot us see what this picketing means. Take the 
picketing of foreign cloth. Is it a sin to preach boycott of foreign cloth and 
to improve home industry in cloth ? Will any Government except the 
bureaucratic Government pass any law making it illegal to preach the 
development of home industries? Every year nearly 60 crores worth of 
cloth was being imported into this country and this country was drained 
to that exteiit of its money. At first Mabatma Gandhi started it only as 
an Gconomi<» measure. He wanted to see that this drain was stopped. In 
the beginning Government did not take any notice of this movement at all. 
But when this movement caught the imagination of the country and when 
it affected the inter(*sts of Jjancashire, they opened their eyes and began 
to pass ordinance after ordinance making the picketing of cloth an offence. 
Sir, [ ask, is the policy of the Government to be pursued in the interests 
of Lancashire? 


Then tlu're is the pi(*.keting of liquor shops. Coming as I do from the 
Madras Presidency, I cannot understand why this kind of picketing is made 
[in offence. After ji great agitation, the Madras Government have agreed 
to a policy of tf)tal prohibition within Ji measurjdjle distance of time,, 
namely 20 years, luid in pursuance of that policy the Madras Government 
are voting money year after year — several hikhs — for the purpose of preach- 
ing temperance to the people. There is a Central Advisory Board in the 
])residcncy town and in each district they have started Temperance Com- 
mittees. They have also inotor cars equipped with cinemas and given to 
each Committee to visit village after village, preaching temperance. That 
is what the Government themselves fire doing. T will read a few extracts 
from the speech of the Honourable the Excise Minister of the Madras Gov- 
ernment, declaring the policy : 

**ln areas in which Government encourage such reform being introduced, they did 
introduce total prohibition in the sense that all the shops there, toddy, arrack and 
foreign liquor, were abolished and I am glad to say that the experiments that h&ve 
so far been tried have been so successful that in January 1931 we have extended this 
dry area by another fairly considerable bit . ... 

Let me assure the House that it is not the mere sincerity of my professions on 
which I ask them to depend. It is, as I said, our earnest desire to take as speedy 
measures as may be practicable to put the resolution of this House into operation. 
That is the principle that will actuate me in the policy to be adopted in regard to the 
excise administration of this province . . . 

I should certainly be most delighted to take a bold and courageous step towards 
prohibition. It am as enthusiastic over it as any Honourable Member sitting opjtosite 
to me, bqt seeing that the financial liabilities which are involved in the enforcement of 
tptol prohibition, when you have not got the mass opinion behind you, T should think 
that this is a proposition to which it is ilhpossible at present for me to accede." 
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When the Madras Government are spending lakhs and lakhs of rupees 
to preach temperance and are actually closing shops in certain definite 
areas, is it a sin for Congressmen to do the same thing? If a Congressman 
has to undergo a year’s imprisonment for preaching temperance, what is 
the punishment which is in store for the Madras Government which has 
enforced total prohibition in certain areas? Sir, these are the conditions 
which Mahatma Gandhi wants at this moment. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time is nearly up, 

Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi: I will conclude. The object of the Gov- 
ernment in releasing these leaders of the movement is to bring about a 
calm atmosphere in the country, so that they might dispassionately review 
the results of the Round Table Conference. But do they really believe 
that by releasing only the leaders they can bring about that calm atmos- 
phere in the country which they desire? Can the leaders consider these 
questions dispassionately when their rank and file are rotting in jails? 
Certainly the Government must have some more imagination and they 
should see that all those political prisoners are released. Then there are 
the ordinances. The Honourable the Home Member at the beginning of 
this Session withdrew the Press Bill because he said that it would give 
rise to acrimonious discussion which it is not the intention of the Govern- 
ment to raise at this moment. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is going on. I want him to 
conclude. 

Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi: 1 would only say that these ordinances 
-also must be withdrawn so that a peaceful atmosphere may prevail in the 
country. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: A silent vote, Sir, on this Resolution is 
calculated to create great misunderstandings and this is my only apology 
for intervening in this discussion. When I read the wording of the Reso- 
lution under discussion, I thought that it was aimed at translating the 
words of the Prime Minister into deeds. But it is unfortunate that the 
Honourable the Mover of the Resolution and some of his over-enthusiastic 
supporters have supported the Resolution in a language which is not calcu- 
lated to create the atmosphere which they desire to create in the country. 
In the same way, the Churchill-like speech of inv friend Mr. Arthur Moore 
is, on the other hand, not calculated to create that atmosphere which we 
want should bo created in this country. There can be no doubt, that in 
order to have a dispassionate consideration of the situation which has been 
created after the Round Table Conference, we ought to have a calm atmos- 
phere. Wc ought to have undisturbed surroundings in order to have a dis- 
passionate consideration of the present situation. But I am unable to 
understand how the reiteration of our tales of misery can create this atmos- 
phere. In fact by repeating the tales of misery wc only accentuate the 
feelings which are not conducive to create that atmosphere which 
my friends desire should be created. There can be no doubt that 
the Congress leaders cannot dispassionately attend to the considera- 
tion of the new situation, which has been created after the Round 
Table Conference, unless their followers, the people whose liberties 
have been restricted in following their lead,' are set at liberty. 
1 quite see the force of the argument which is advanced that 
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Mr. Gandhi and his followers will not be true to their creed if they agreed 
to the consideration of the situation without demanding the release of their 
followers. But I am unable to agree with my friend, Maulvi Shafee Daoodi, 
when he says that even a murderer and men guilty of violence and of ofiFenc- 
es involving moral turpitude should be included in the category of these 
noble-hearted young men who have been deprived of their liberty in the 
service of their country. I also cannot share the view expressed by him 
that there was anything uncalled for in the speech delivered by the Honour- 
able Sir George. Ilainy. On the other hand I think that the speeches deli- 
vered by the tliree Members on the Treasury Benches were tempered in 
as moderate jiikI as conciliatory language as they could have been. But at 
the same? time I am unable to agree with the Honourable the Leader of the 
House that tliis Itesolution means a condemnation of the policy of the Gov- 
ernment. 1 do not find any word in this Ilesolntion in which the policy 
adopted by the Government up to this time has been condemned. The 
Resolution only speaks about the future. It says : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council the immediate 
discontinuance of the present policy of repression pursued hy the Government and the 
adoption of a sympathetic and conciliatory policy.” 

There is nothing in the Resolution which condemns the policy which the 
Government, as in the words of the Honourable Sir Fazl-i-Husain, the 
Government very unwillingly had to adopt. I therefore heartily support 
the wording of this Resolution, and 1 think the time has come when Gov- 
ernment should adopt a more conciliatory altitude. At the same time I 
cannot shut my eyes to what is happening in tlie country; and if on the 
one side T appeal to the Government to adopt a more coficiliatorv attitude, 
oil the other side I also appeal to tlu* leaders of the Congress that they 
should also reconsider their position. I feci that the announcement of Mr. 
Gandhi and liis followers after theif release has made the position of men 
like myself more difficult in this House. If Mr. Gandhi had also given 
some gesture that he and his party are also prepared for a truce, then I 
think our position would have been much stronger in advocating this Reso- 
lution today. You cannot create a calm atmosphere by suspending the acti- 
vities from one side only. What we really want is a truce, and you cannot 
have a truce if both sides do not suspend their activities. You cannot ask 
one party to surrender and to stop their activities, while the other side is 
still actively carrying on their campaign. {The Honourable Khan Bahadur 
Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : ‘-‘Hear, hear.'") So, while I appeal to the Gov- 
ernment to adopt a more conciliatory policy, at the same time I appeal to 
that great apostle of peace and to the great President of the Congress as 
well as the other leaders of the Congress movement to reconsider their posi- 
tion. We cannot do anything but appeal to both of them ; we have got no 
authority to compel Government to adopt a certain policy; nor have we 
got any authority to compel the Congress leaders to adopt a certain atti- 
tude. We have arrived at a point when a review of the whole position 
has become necessary, and therefore it is quite urgent and necessary that 
both parties should stop their activities. I will not agree that we should 
ask the Congress to stop their activities while the Government should 
carry on their repressive measures. A via 'med/a should be brought about 
and there ought to be some understanding by which the activities on both 
sides ‘should be simultaneously stopped. I am unable to agree with the 
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amendment which my friend, Seth Abdoola Haroon, has tabled, because I 
personally think, and our experience shows, that it is very difficult to con^ 
Vince the machinery which is known as the Government of India. It is 
very difficult really to move the Government of India or to satisfy them 
that the country is calm and the time has arrived when they should with- 
draw their ordinances and stop their activities. If we could legally appeal 
in this House to the Viceroy, as the representative of the Crown, I would 
liave been perfectly sc-itisfied because I know what lire the feelings of the 
Viceroy. But when it comes to the Governor General in Council, you do 
not know what would become of it. Ghalib, that distinguished poet of 
India, has truly said of them : 

Hamm’ imum taghaful nu kamgv. 

Khak hnjnimjm hum turn ko khaber hone ink, 

which means, “1 admit that you will not be guilty of not taking care of 
our privations, but we would have been reduced to ashes before you turn 
yen? attention towards us". 

This is really the altitude of the Government of India. As has been point- 
ed out, they do things when it is too late. Really I cannot agree to the 
amendment which has been propoS(‘d by my friend FTaji Abdoola Haroon, 
nor can I agree, after considering the attitude which Mr. Gandhi and his 
friends have taken after their release, to the amehclment which has been 
tabled by my friend Mr. Arnar Nath JJuti. I therefore stick to the word- 
ings of the Jtesolution itself and lend my wholehearted support to it, but 
not to the speeches which have been delivered in supporting it. 

Mr. K. S. Sarma (Nominated Non-Official) : Mr. President, I do not 
w’ant to ruffle anybody’s feelings, and I have no idea whatever of adding 
bitterness to this acrimonious debate, hut I must confess that I am disgusted 
and liave got sick of the expression “calm atmosphere” of which we have 
been hearing so much today. In trying to create what is called “a calm 
atmosphere we are really creating, Ifl my opinion, an atmosphere of 
unreality. It has now become a fashion with most Members of this House 
to refer, whenever there is a discussion on any political subject, to the 
“Simon Commission”, to a “calm atmosphere", to “the dispassionate con- 
sideration of the questions”, to the “great speech of the Premier”, but I 
do not understand how these high-sounding w’ords, which practically all 
the speakers today indulged in, have any reference to the issue before us. 
Here is a very clear Resolution for the withdrawal of the ordinances and 
other repressive legislation on the one hand, and a very reasonable amend- 
ment by my friend Haji Abdoola Haroon for the same purpose, but stipu- 
lating that that should be done practically simultaneously with the with- 
drawal of the civil disobedience movement. Sir, it is very difficult to under- 
stand what objection there can be to the acceptance of this very sensible 
amendment. I was listening to the speech of the acting, or I think, Sir, 
to use the technical expression, the Vice-leader of the Opposition. The 
tenor of his speech was in conformity with the spirit of the amendment. To 
my mind. Sir, these ordinances, these arrests, these Xdihx charges, are all 
the inevitable and bitter fruits of this poison tree of civil disobedience, and 
so long as this poison tree is allowed to exist, no human agency can 
prevent the poison tree from bearing according to its kind. I think. Sir, 
that unless the civil disobedience movement is withdrawn once for all, the 
Government will have no other choice but to resort to 'these hateful repress- 
ive measures w'^hich nobody wants. 
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Mr. D. K. Li^iii Ohaudhury (Bengal: Landholders): You will have 
.no chance of getting nomination in the Federal Councils at all: 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: I quite realize that, Sir, I know also that everybody 
is disgusted with the civil disobedience movement but most of these 
patriots opposite think that a dramatic gesture, at this juncture, a little 
display of patriotism, a little cheap playing to the gallery, will be helpful in 
enabling them to come to the Federal Assembly. But that does not pre- 
vent me .... 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Reproducing his master’s voice. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. T hope Honourable Members will abstain 
from attributing motives. 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: Mr. President, I am accustomed to such inten*up- 
tions, e3])eciaUy from my friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh . . . 

Mr. President: Order, order. Will you please proceed with your remarks? 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: Sir, the amendment simply says or implies that this 
repressive legislation should be withdrawn simultaneously with the with- 
drawal of the civil disobedience movement. When my friend Sir Hari Singh 
Gour summed up this morning the position on behalf of his party, he said 
very clearly that the ordinances should be withdrawn, that he himself and 
most of his <party members here and people outside wanted the civil dis- 
obedience movement to be/ called off. If that be so, wliy should you not 
support this amendment? The whole situation seems to be this that, while 
from their places here they have the courage to ask the Government to do 
this, that and the other thing, they cannot summon sufficient courage to 
ask the Congress leaders and the leaders of this destructive movement to 
stop the movement, but in this, I think. Sir, I should congratulate my 
friend Mr. Shah Nawaz, who was the only Member this afternoon who had 
the courage to openly condemn the civil disobedience movement and who 
made a vigorous appeal to the Congress and to those who were connected 
with it to stop the movement .... 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz: Both to the Congress and the Goverr- 
^ent. 

Mr. B. S. Sarma: As regards the Government, T think neither the con- 
vincing arguments of my friend Mr. Shah Nawaz nor the eloquence of Sir 
Hari Singh Gour was necessary to convince the ^Treasury Benches that it 
is politically expedient at this time to withdraw these repressive measures. 

It has been made iibundantly clear by the Loader of the House this 
morning. 

I should like, Sir, to refer to one point regarding Bengal to which the 
Honourable the Deputy President-aspirant from Burdwan referred this 
morning w'ith great emotion, namely, the lathi charges and the police 
fsoolum on the Independence Day and said that they disgraced the second 
efty in the Empire! Sir, I was fortunately or unfortunately in Calcutta 
that afternoon, and I can say this much for the information of this House, 
th|d) those who were in charge of the civil disobedience movement and the 
pjrooession that day would have been able to prevent the whole trouble if 
Ibliey only had chosen to do so. During that week all the jute mills were 
not working and about three lakhs of coolies were on a holiday and were 
always looking out for some mischief, and the Bengal Provincial Congress 
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Coinmittoe intended to lead a procession with the help of these three lakhs 
of people. Honourable Members will realise what it means to have three 
lakhs of men havii^ nothing to do parading the streets of Calcutta. In 
order to prevent mischief, there was a prohibitory order issued, and the 
Mayor of Calcutta, in contravention of that order, in spite of the Police 
Commissioner asking him to co-operate with him to see there was no 
trouble, disobeyed the order. The Mayor was asking for trouble. Ail this 
trouble on the Independence Bay would have been avoided if the Congress 
U aders had really desired it. All their actions on the Independence Bay 
seem to have been governed by one consideration only, namely, how to get 
for themselves the maximum amount of advertisement and how to get the 
maximum amount of odium on the Police. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I should like to ask Sir Hari Singh Gour whe* 
ther he could tell us what 'possible objection he could have to support the 
amendment of my friend Seth Abdoola Haroon. He was talking about his 
party this morning hero. May I ask him what objection he and his party 
(lould possibly have to support this amendment? 

Sir, one word more and I have done. I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of Br. Gour to a particular statement that has appeared this 
morning in the Press, from the eminent Leader of the Liberal Party, Sin 
Chimanlal Setalvad, in which he has said that the thing necessary for the 
creation of a calm atmosphere for the dispassionate consideration of the 
constitutional question and the Hound Table Conference scheme was the 
simultaneous withdrawal of the civil disobedience movement and the re- 
pressive policy of the Government. 

Mr. B. N. Misra (Orissa Bivision: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, the 
Honourable the Leader of the House just now said that the object of the 
Congress was the subversion of the Government) established by law. L 
think he has entirely misunderstood the whole object of the Congress.. 
Certainly,, the Congress has nowhere done anything to subvert the Gov- 
ernment established by law. All that it has preached and is preaching 
is about the swadeshi movement and the Khaddar movement. Is that 
tantamount to subversion of Government, I ask? Boes it show that, the 
Congress wants a different Government by a different nation? Sir, the 
Congress also can-ies on a vigorous propaganda against drinks. Sir, what- 
ever may be the feeling about liqiior amongst the European eoinmunit> , 
Indians are unaiiiinous «n the point that drinking of liquor should be 
stopped. II is only a moral dictate that would com])el any people to 
prohibit liquor, and if the Congress has endeavoured to caiTv on a pro- 
paganda against the (wil of drink and to prohibit the sale of drhik, does 
it amount to subversion of Government established by law? If the 
ladies picketed, have they done anything to subvert Government? It 
was merely moral preaching. The same thing with regard to salt. We 
cannot enter into details at the present time, but these are the things 
that the Congress has done. How can the Honourable the Leader of the 
House and the Honourable the Home Member then say that it is an action 
calculated to subvert the Government? Now, take the ordinances. They 
are never passed by any Legislature. They are made by a particular 
person for a particular purpose. Therefore, I submit that the whole spirit 
of the Congress has never been to subvert the Government. On the other 
hand, the Government have done many, things which compel Indians to 



MS 


UrOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY^ 


[6th Fbb. 1931 . 


[Mr. B. N. Misra.] 

resort to measures which are made punishable under the ordinances. 
In one word, let me say that the Congress is like Earn India fighting 
against the stealing away of Liberty Sita from India, If Indians want 
to prepare their own cloth and ask their compatriots not to use foreign 
cloth, is that a sin ? You have a right to ask your brethren, your villagers, 
your countrymen not to drink. It is a just right, it is a piece of social 
service; but the Government interpret it as subverting the Government. 
I do not know what their universities teach them, what their Bible 
teaches them, or what their law teaches them; but we have been taught 
in our schools to be temperate, not to smoke cigarettes, not to drink. 
These arc the things which we were taught m our schools and the Gov- 
ernment regard them as subversion of Government established by law. 
I do not know what is meant by subversion of Government. What is 
the aim of the Congress? Have they done anything to turn out Sir 
George Eainy, or Sir George Schuster, or any other Member of Govern- 
ment? They have done nothing of the sort. Simply they preach what 
is natural, what any man with a conscience, with any education, with 
any knowledge, with any sincerity, would preach. They are described 
as encouraging violence and things of that sort. Who has done it? It 
is the Government by these lathi charges. You drive innocent people 
away with lathis as if you were lathials of petty Zarnindars or goondaa. 
That has been the attitude of Government in d(ialing with the Congress 
or the temperance movement. The Honourable Member told us that 
there is a no-tax campaign. No no-tax campaign has ever been begun 
in any part of Ihe country. But Government imagine »all sorts of things. 
You must remember that in this country ladies burned themselves to 
death to s«ave themselves from violation of their chastity, and no lady will 
be afraid to do the same on behalf of her country if there be oppression. 
Let me toll the Government that if you want to suppress ladies, we 
Indians believe in Punarjanma, regeneration, in re-birth. We always 
believe in the immortality of the soul,, and we have been taught by the 
Bhagavad Gita and other Sastras not to care for these mortal bodies. I 
ask, have the Government succeeded in suppressing the people anywhere 
in India? Have they done it in Bombay, in Madras, in the "Punjab or 
anywhere else? Have they killed their spirit? No. On the other hand, 
this suppressive, repressive or oppressive policy of the Government will 
only encourage their spirit and they will rise more and more. I am 
reminded at this stage of our Ghandi judh where out of a drop of 
blood that fell up sprang thousands of Chandis. I submit. Sir, that the 
present struggle is one of Barn — India against the stealing of Liberty — Sita 
by the British policy, by the kind of policy, like Churchillism, or Dyerism 
or O'Dwyerism. (An Honourable Member', “or ‘Arthur Mooireism\“) 
Now, let me say that Mr. Eamsay MacDonald has made a declaration. 
He has come like Vibhishana to help in the fight of India, and it is for 
the officials, who have eaten the salt of India, to come and lend their aid. 
When Queen Victoria assumed the Government of India, she did so under 
an Act entitled, “For the better Government of India “. Do you think 
that you will have better and better government by imprisoning thousands 
and thousands of people, or by taMng away the liberty of the Indian 
people? What has the Congress done to destiroy the tsommerce of India, 
or the industries of India ? They have simply said, that foreign goods 
should not come to this country. That exactly is the thing that India 
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wants. But what the Commerce Member or the other Members of the 
Government want is the betterment of their own country, England. 
Let them place their hands on their breasts, let them feel in their heart 
of hearts, and say whether the Congress has done anything to harm 
Indian interests? Sir, I do not think that I need take up the time of 
the House any more, but I would implore the House to support the 
Kesolution and I would request my Honourable friends Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt and Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon to withdraw their amendments. 

Several Honourable Membiars: Let the question be now put. 

Sirdar Harbans Singb Brar (East Punjab : Sikh) : I join with my 
Honourable friends, who have spoken, in the resentment that India feels 
at the repressive policy now pursued by the Government even after the 
release of the political leaders by the declaration of the Viceroy. I think 
that the whole trouble began, as has been previously remarked, with the 
Simon Commission. My Honourable friend Mr. Arthur Moore said that 
Mr. Gandhi got a chance, he was invited and he saw the Viceroy, but 
he did not avail himself of the opportunity. Perhaps my Honourable 
friend does not realise that Mr. Gandhi understands British diplomacy 
much better than many others. He asked for an assurance from the 
Government of India — not from the British Parliament — that they would 
stand by the demand of India when the time came, and if that assurance 
came forth, he said that he would take part in the Round Table Conference. 

He realised, and he said, that the ultimate question lay in the 
hands of the British Parliament, and that the Government of 
India could not bind the British Parliament, but that they could commit 
themselves by s«aying that th(3y would stand by the demand of the 
country. After having been given no assurance, he was left with no 
alternative but to do his level best, as he has been doing, to raise the 
standard of India in the eyes of the world — morally, materially and poli- 
tically. Picketing is nothing but peaceful persuasion to better our own lot. 
America is much richer since prohibition. It has not w^holly succeeded, 
but it will succeed. What Mahatma Gandhi says is that the evil of 
drink should be stopped. He does not force people, but persuades ibem. 
His follow'ers ask the pe<3ple to give up drink and secondly to boycott fon^ign 
cloth. All countries try to improve their own trade, to discourage imports 
and increase exports. There is no harm in it. What else do they do? 
They bry to press the national demand upon the Government. The Prime 
Minister has made the statement that if the Congress gives up the civil 
disobedience movement, ‘*We shall consider what safeguards wc want to 
impose and what we can give India”. In the same way, Mahatma 
Gandhi says, “Let my followers be released, and we shall dispassionately 
consider what could be done to bring the present situation to a peaceful 
settlement”. The Congress leaders, when their followers are in jail, 
cannot commit themselves in any way. Tt would be very difficult for them 
to dc anything without consulting the thousands and thousands of their 
followers who have gone to jail, arc bearing the lathi charges and the 
tortures t< which they have been subjected in the jails in the cause of 
the country. They have a right to be consulted before final terms are 
settled, and what answer do the Government give? The Government 
say, “No, let the civil disobedience be stopped and give a definite 
undertaking that it will not be started again". Once the civil disobedi- 
ence movement is withdrawn, it will take another ten years to revive it, 
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and the Government think that they can have another term ot ten years 
without much trouble. From what we read in the papers, the Congress- 
leaders quite understand the position and they are not going to fall a 
prey to these things. As for the promises by the Prime Minister, which 
were so muph spoken oi, even Lord Lyttori admitted that the promises 
made to the car have too often been broken to the licart by the Govern- 
ment of India and the British Govemment. For a complete year, India 
has been nded more or less by ordinances , alone. There have been no 
trials. People iiave been beaten, imprisoned, sentenced and submitted 
to tf»rture and lathi blows, and the recent occurrences in Madras and 
Calcutta justify the attitude taken up by the Congress thjat the Govern- 
ment of India have so far not been sincere in their professions. The 
Eesolution passed by the Madras Council justifies it. As regards the 
treatment of the Press during this year of nq^rcssion, tlic attitude of the 
Government has been one of discrim mat ion. It has gone to the lengtli 
of condemning as sedition ilu‘ most inn()(?cnt phraseology of nationalism. 
It allows the Anglo-Indian Press day by day to write highly objoctioualile 
articles against the children of the soil. While all this is allowed to be 
done with impunity, the answer given to it by the Indian l^ress is 
treated as sedition and as stirring up racial enmity, as bringing the Gov- 
ernment into contempt and hatred, and all in the name of the so-called 
law and order. Freedom of speech is denied. Freedom of miting in the 
Press is denied. Expression of opinion is punislnal with very severe 
sentences of rigorous imprisonment imder the ordinances anrf special 
laws. Even Mr. Benn has recognised that the : 

“greatest of all State interests is the impartiality of the Law, By this is meant 
not the impartiality of our Courts tAid jurors alone but the impartiality exhibited by the 
department of public proeecutions in the initiation of proceedings.** 

What we see is that people are taken to the courts. They do uot take 
part in the proceedings and they are sentenced and several thousands 
have gone to prison in this movement. 1 would now request the Govern- 
ment and the European Members to take info consideration the wide- 
spread feeling in tlie country. All people outside and the Meinlxu's in 
this House, even in the opposite Benches, are not averse to appealing to 
the Congress to give up the civil disobedience movement, but sitting in 
this House we can only appeal to the Govemnu3nt because they are re- 
presented here. We can only appeal to them to do their part, and out- 
side we shall do our very best to appeal to the Congress to do their level 
best to bring the present condition to a peaceful settlement. I think the 
lead given by His Excellency the Viceroy should be followed quite sin- 
cerely by the Government of India, and the persons now in jail should 
be unconditionally released. The Government sliould give up their steel 
frame attitude in all matters and rc^spect the feeling, of the people. 
President Wilson remarked that the world is to be made safe for demo- 
cracy, but what we find from the Members of the Treasury Benches 
sitting opposite is that what they consider safe for India is only autocracy. 
I thjink that after the experience of the national movement for over a 
year and the sacrifices made and the feelings expressed, it is now time 
that the. Government should give up their attitude and make India safe 
for democracy by adopting conciliatory methods, by releasing the prison- 
ers unconditionally, who have gone to the jails in the cause of the civil 
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^sobedience movement or in the cause of the national movement which 
has been going on for the last one vear. 

Several Honourable Members: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President: I think the discussion has proceeded sulhciently long 
and I leave it to the House to decide whelher they wish to proceed with 
the debate or bring it to a close. 

T-he question is that the question be now put. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, .before the division takes place, 1 wish to make a 
motion, I wish to move, Sir, that the discussion on this motion be post- 
poned sine die. Both sides, I think, have heard what each has had to 
say, and I think this is one of those occasions when we must have time 
to reflect. 1 therefore move, Sir. for the postponement of this debate 
sifie die. (Hear, hear.) 

The Honourabiia Sir George Rainy: I am qyitc ready, Sir, to agree to 
that motion. 

Mr, President: Is it the pleasure of the House that, before a division 
is taken, this motion should be put to the House? 

(8ev(a'al Honouvahh* Momhors nodded assent.) 

I take it, then, that that is the pleasure of the House'. 

The question is (hat (he consideration of this motion bo postponed 
sine dir. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I should like further to ascertain the view of the House 
as to whether they wish to proceed wdth the other Kesolutions on the 
paper or wish rno to adjourn the House. 

.Several Honourable Members: Adjourn, adjourn. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: would like an adjournment, Sir. Several 

of us have been invited and we want to go. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Moreover, Sir, this is the month of Kam- 
zan and it will be diflieult h)r the Moslem Members to remain longer. 

Mr. PresfdiBnt: I have tried to ascertain — it being rather (airly to ad- 
journ — the view of the House before I exercise my privilege of adjourning 
the House. I should liki'. to know again whether there is a general feel- 
ing that the House should now adjourn without dealing with the other 
Resolutions on the agenda. 

Several Honourable Members: Adjourn, adjourn. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clopk on Monday, 
the 9th February, 1931. 
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Monday^ 9th February^ 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMEEP SOWKN: 

Mr. N. M. Joshi, M.L.A, (Nominated Non-Official). 


DEATH. OE PANJ)IT MOTILAL NEHRU. 

'I 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House): We meet 
today, Mr. President, under tlie shadow of bereavement. India is the 
poorer by H’.o removal of l^andii Motilal Nehru, wlio for the last ten years 
lias held a foremost place in the public life of tlie country. Of his. policies 
and of his acliievemonis, this is not the time or the place to speak; so far 
as he is concerned, the chapter is closed and thc^ record sealed up to 
await the judgment of history. That he will fill "a large place in the 
pages of Hie historian, none of ns c.an doubt, and however the value of 
his work may bo assessed, no one will question his whole-hearted devotion 
lo the interests of India as he conceived (hem, or impute to him any 
motive other than an honest desire to serve his country. 

There are many in this House, Mr. President, who can speak of Pandit 
Motilal Nehru from a greater d(\gree of intimacy than any that I can 
claim. TRit he had a ])ersonality whirdi impressed itself on the most un- 
ihservant. Eminent as a lawyer, ('Miiuent as a speaker and in the first 
rank as a politk^al leader, he could not l)u( take a foremost place wherever 
he might be, whether within these walls or outside them. Tlie quickness 
of his intellect, his skill in debale, liis adroitness as a tactician and liis 
strength of purpose rendered him a formidable advm’sary in controversy. 
These qualities were there for all to s. e, but lie liad otlier qualities which 
lent distinction to his character in private' life bk w('11 as in politics, and 
it is these T most often recall. An endearing courtesy, a ready sense of 
humour, a freedom from malice and bitterness and a wide and deep 
culture nmdered him umivalled as a host and the most charming of 
companions. We shall not again see in this House his well-remembered 
hgiiro, but we shall often recall that exquisite neatness of his attire which 
'•p^’ly svmholised the clean fighter and the greaf gentleman, and that 
impressive face, deeply lined and care-worn, on which character 'and 
intellect were so deeply imprinted. 

On behalf of the Government of lndi.*i, Mr. Presiflent, T liave tried to 
^f^y something of what is in our minds and hearts, and I am authorised 
lo say that His Majesty's Secretary of State for India desires to he 
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associated with our expression of regret and sorrow. 1 believe it would 
be in accordance with the wishes of every one in this House, Mr. President, 
that you should convey to the family of the deceased our sense of loss 
and our deep sympathy in their bereavement. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, it is with a heavy heart that I rise to sui)port the Eesolution 
that has been moved by the Leader of the House. He said that there 
are many in this House who must be more intimately acquainted witli 
Pandit Motilal Nehru than the distinguished occup.int of llie Oovem- 
ment Bench. Sir, 1 happen to be one of those who were friendly and 
intimate with the late Pandit Motilal Nehru for at least forty years. 
I knew Pandit Motilal Nehru as a lawyer, as a politician and as a 
gentleman, and I can vouch for the fact that as a lawyer he was as clean 
a fighter as he was as a politician. He was, Sir, a self-made man. He 
easily distinguished himself at the Bar of Cawnpore, and from there he 
shifted his practice to the High Court at Allahabad, from where his name 
and fame soon spread throughout the land. Up to about ten years 
ago, there w^as not a single cause rrh'hre in the United Provinces and the 
adjoining provinces where Pandit Motilal Nehru's services were not 
requisitioned. He had amassed a groat fortune, and when he found that 
the call of his duty demanded his sacrifice, without a moment *s hesita- 
tion, he gave up his largo practice and dpdi(*ated the rest of his life to 
the service of his Motherland. Sir, the history of Pandit Motilal Nehru 
from the year 1920 down to the date of his death is well-knowm to his 
fellow countrymen. Tn the second Assembly, he came as a TiCader of 
the Opposition, and in the third Assembly, be eontin\ied to guide, that 
well disciplined body of Swarajists whom ho led. Peeling that his work 
outside the Assembly called him, be left the Assembly, and since* then, 
he had been devoting his life to the service of liis Motherland. Sir, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru not only sacrificed his life, hut his liberty, for the 
service of his countrymen and w^c feel today that India is the poorer for 
his death. Sir, I remember the day when he tabled his celcV)ratcd Peso- 
lution for the calling of a Bound Table (/onfercn(*e. If. is a sad sight, 
Siir, that while the Bound Table Conference has closed, he wdio sowed 
the seed of the Bound Table Conference should uot have lived to garner 
the harvest. I am sure, Sir, that if he had lived, lu* would have felt that 
the worTf, that he had begun and in consequence of which the Bound Table* 
Conference was called, had ended in formulating a (constitution for this 
country which was well worthy of his (consideration. Sir, Pandit Motilal 
Nehru had personal friends in this House and outside, and T am certain 
that while he came in close contact with all sorts and conditions of men. 
there is not one today who docs not mourn his loss. Tn the loss of Pandit 
Motilal Nehru, India has lost a great patriot, a great leader, a great friend, 
and above them all, one who bad consecrated bis life for the good of bis 
fellowmen. Sir, the effect of his loss will be felt not only in India but 
in countries outside of it, because Pandit Motilal Nehru w^ns not only 
known in this country but was also known to people outside it. Sir, I Teel 
that as a Member of this House I sboulrl ask it to adjourn today out of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. As I have said, and as the 
Leader of the House has pointed out, Pandit Motilal Nehru was the 
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Leader of the Opposition in this House, and it would be befitting that 
wc commemorate this event by closing all business for the day. I hope 
tlio House will agree with me. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakab (Hohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Muham- 
iiuulan Rural): Sir, 1 also rise to join in mourning ilu* sad death of Pandit 
Motilal Nehru. Sir, iliert; arc occasions when words arc a very inadequate 
medium for conveying one’s feelings, and this is one of those occasions 
w’lien no words that I can command can adequately e^cpress the feelings 
whicli 1 have in rny mind. . It is said, and truly said, that calamities do 
not come alone. India had not yet survived the shock which she received 
on account of the sad death of Maulana Muhammad Ali when another 
calamity has befallen this unhappy country in the death of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru. Pandit Motilal Neliru is not dead. As Mr. Gandhi remarked 
heforc his bier, he will live long. Hafiz Shiraz, the famous poet, says: 

Hargiz N amir ad dnheh dilash zimla shiid bd ishq 
Saht ast bar jaHda-i-dUim dawdm-i'Shdn. 

“Never will die the man whose heart is enlivened with love.” (Oj course, with the 
(nre of one's country and motherland) “His name will always remain in the history 
of the country in golden letters.” 

Hut in fact it is a misfortune that we have lost him at a time when his 
services were mostly needed by his country. {Sir, we know that the Prime 
.Minister of Rngland, in his last speech at the Round Table Conference, 
said that it was unfortunate that there was no settlement of the question 
of minorities, and the differences between Hindus and Mussalmans could 
not be settled itt that Conference and therefore he left the question to be 
si'ltled among ourselves. Wc know that in India nobody was more fitted 
to lumdle this question and there was no one who could settle this question 
in more amicable mariner than Pandit Motilal. Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
MS we know, began his education wdth a Muslim Maulvi. He adopted the 
Muslim culture, and I can say that there is nobody now in India among 
the Hindus, except Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, who iii culture can pass ^ 
Miissalman in the society of educated Mussalmans. Ills influence W'as 
as great among the Mussalmans as It was in his own community, and 
therefore his death at this time is nothing short of a grcnit national calamity. 

I need not detain the House very long by reca])itu biting the history of 
his life. It has been published in all the papers all over the country. 
Mild in this House it has been outlined by the Leader of the House, and 
my Honourable frieiid Sir Hari Singh Gour. I only wish you, Sir, to 
convey our sense of grief and sorrow to that noble lady, his consort, who 
throughout his life sliared his sorrows and his pleasures, and who up to 
the end wais fighting with her noble consort the battle for the freedom 
uf India. You should also convey our sympathy to his great son, a worthy 
^’on of n wwthy fatlier. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, wdio has already made 
hi^. mark on the public life of the country, and T liopo that Pandit MotiilaPs 
aiantle wall befittingly fall upon his shoulders. 

With these w'ords, T associate myself with the motion which has been 
nioved by the Loader of the House. 

Sir Hugh Oocke (Bombay: European): Sir, it is always a privilege 
fo be associated in a tribute to a great man, and wc on these Benches 
an* only too anxious to join in fhis tribute and in the expression of our 
sympathy w^ith Pandit Nehru’s wddow^ and in oiir desire' that this House 
should adjourn out of respect for his memory. Pandit Motilal Nehru 
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was not only a very distinguished Member of this House, but he was a 
very (ieliglitfuJ personality, and those of us who liave been in this Houso 
with him remember the many occasions on which wo had the benefit 
of his advice and his friendship. We did not know him in his early years, 
but we have read of his accomplishments, first as an advocate with his 
excellent abilities in argument, pleading and advocacy, and later as ix 
politician who in his earlier years I find described as one of the moderate 
politicians of India. 1 pass over those times when I had not the privilege 
of his friendship, and come down to the days when I and others knew 
him in tin’s Assembly as a stern and strong advo(.*ate of Indian aspirations. 
It is sad that Pandit Motilal should have been laken away — sad from his 
point of view particularly — at a time when his w('rk appeared to be bearing 
very noble fruit, and it is sadder still I think for India that ho should 
have left us at this particular time. His example is one which I am 
sure w^e can all follow in many ways. He was a great exponent of 
Indian nationalism. He was not only that. Ho was always ready witli 
his genial character to enter into discussions with us in the lobby on any 
matter which interested India. He brought to this House his great 
experience and ability in advocacy and used it in his Cfountrv's (iause. 
I say no more in his memory, a memory which is a very real one in this 
House, the memory of a man who fought hai\l for India’s attainment 
in the realm of nations, a respected and respectful opponent and a very 
wortl^y friend. 


Kaja Sir Vasadeva Hajah (xUadras: Landholders): Mr. President, on 
behalf of the Landowners’ group in this Assembly, i should like to 
associate myself with the observations that have been made by the Leader 
of the House and the speakers who preceded me on tlie great loss the 
country has sustained in the passing away of Pandit Motilal Neliru. Sir, 
there is no one here or outside, whatever his politics or predilections, who 
does not share in the grief caused by the great leader’s death. His 
Excellency the Viceroy, when ht3 expressed his and Lady Irwin’s regret at 
the sad news of Pandit Motilal’s death, and sent to IMrs. Motilal Nehru 
and her family a message of “most sincere sympathy’’ in their “sorrow”, 
was not only speaking for himself and Lady Irwin, nor even for the entire' 
body of officials whose administrative head he is, hut for the country as 
a whole. When the dust and storm of controversy subside, when India 
has taken her place in the comity of Nations, Pandit Motilal ’s name will 
be gratefully remembered as one of her master-builders. He Imd placed 
in the service of his country .all his resources .and the gre.'it intellectual 
powers with which Providence had abundantly endowed him. An un- 
surpassed success in his own profession, he was almost unequalled in his 
capacity for sacrifice in lus country’s interests according to his own lights. 
He died full of years .and full of honours, and his name will live in history 
fips a maker of modern India. It is gratifying to feel that when tlie sliades 
of death were gathering thick on him, he must liave had supreme satis 
faction in having been able to witness the dawn of a new and happy era 
of great promise which has brighter] the Indian horizon. We share ia 
the deep sorrow caused by his great loss and offer our sincere sympathies 
to all the members of his family through you in their bereavement. 
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Mr« T. &. Phookun (Assam Valley: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, on behalf 
of my province and on my own behalf, I beg to associate myself witli 
what has been said by the Leader of the House and tlic Honourable gontle- 
nien who have spoken on the subject. 1 feej overwhelmed with grief in 
mourning tlie death of Pandit Motilal Nehru, beiiause his loss is irreparable, 
and Diy grief is all the more great because i had the privilege of his 
personal friendship. His was a towering personality, as everybody will 
admit, not only in the field of politics but in almost all spheres of life. 
His immense sacrifice, his indomitable courage oven at his age and with 
his state of health brings him to the forefront of patriots. Sir, a hero of 
a thousand battles, I wish that his soul may rest in peace and will inspire 
us, and lead us from victory to victory in tins our great figlit for freedom. 


Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division: Muhammadan Kural): Sir, I beg 
to associate myself with what has been said about Piindit Motilal Nehru 
by the Leader of the House and my friends. His death at this momentous 
time has caused an irreparable loss to this country. He w'as not only a 
politician of great eminence but he was a gentleman of true type. His 
effort to bring about Hindu-Miislim unity was the outstanding foatiire. 
It is up to us all to follow his noble example. He came to this Assembly 
in the year 1924 and from the discharge of his duty as Leader of the 
Opposition we found that this Assembly got its life and dignity. People 
of this country begun to think since then that this country had got a 
Parliament of its own and it was really a representative gathering where 
important matters could bo discussed. Sir, as Loader of the Opposition, 
he has impressed not only his followers, but many of us, including Members 
of the Treasury Bench. He was a great personality ia the House and 
he commanded great respect equally from his friends and foes for his 
charming manners and clean methods of fighting. His soeijd life in the 
country as w^ell as amongst the Mcanbers of this Assembly was remarkably 
friendly. As far as I know, Sir, ho w^as eniiiKuitly a constitutionalist, 
and was only driven occasionally to extremism by others and ontsidt* 
influences. He was a great lawyer of exceptional ability and ho earned 
a reputation at the Bar. I remember while he was carrying on the big 
propaganda of Swarajism against the Simon Commission in the year 1928, 
he appeared in a case in which both he and Sir John Simon had wwkecl 
together. He was a great friend of us. He loved his country, loved bis 
people and his friends equally. We were grieved and shocked to liear 
of his death in the early hours of last Friday, the 6th February. The country 
became so dull; the streets of Delhi looked like desert places. People 
looked lifeless. Work in the business places and in the markets all stopped, 
and the town became dull and sad at this bercfivement. Tndifin political 
life has become poorer bv his death and the country lias suffered a great 
loss. His life was a life of struggle' and of the greatest sacrifice a man 
of his distinction over made. He was a personal friend of mine; and I 
was intimately knowm to the members of his family T knew each and 
every one of ‘them. T used to meet them during the Session and Ihey 
were all so accomplished and social that it was a great pleasure to mix 
with them from time to time ; and therefore it is really a matter of great 
regret today that we shall no longer get a chance in this world of seeing 
our friend, the late Pandit Motilal Nehru. 
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It is only right, Mr. President., that this Assembly should adjourn for 
the day out of respect to the great personality who has gone from our 
midst. He has passed away from us and we will not find him any more. 
He has served his country and served his people. 

Sir, I associate myself entirely with what has been said by the previous 
speakers and support the motion of the Honourable the Leader of the 
House that our feeling of regret at the sad bereavement should reach his 
devoted wife, Mrs. Motilal Nehru, his son and daughters, and his relations. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Bural): 
Sir, I rise to pay my tribute of tears to the great leader of Indian national- 
ism. One of the brightest stars in the political firmament of India has 
passed away from our midst at a time when the country needed most 
his sage and wise guidance. Sir, his was a dynamic personality. A born 
leader of men, ho guided the political life of India for a decade with 
great success. He was the prophet of Indian nationalism. I had the 
privilege, along with many others, of sitting at his feet to learn political 
lessons, which has stood us in good stead in after life. Sir, our hearts 
are now too full to give adequate expression to what we all feel. About 
his career as a lawyer, his eminence ag a politician, enough has been said 
by the previous speakers and £ will not reiterate it. Sir, I offer niy 
respectful homage to O'Ur departed loader, of whom it can he justly said, — 
“Life’s race well run, 

Life’s work well done. 

Now comes rest.” 

I trust and hope that lie will ever guide and watch our work here on 
earth from heaven and lead us to salvation. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division: Muhammadan llural) . 
Sir, Pandit Motilal Nehru’s death has come at a time when India could 
ill-afford it. When we needed him most, lie has been taken away from 
us. This is a time when we require men of his strong character, strong 
calibre and men who can create public opinion in India, men who enjoy 
the confidence not only of their own communities but the confidence o! 
other coinnuinities as well. Pandit Motilal Nehru was one of the foremost 
leaders of India who had among Mussulmans not only many personal 
friends but a large following. He had the confidence of his own com- 
munity and of other comimmities as well. Men of his character and 
ability are required when we are going to settle many of those intricate 
problems which cannot easily find a solution in the future constitution 
of the country. People of Motilal Nehru’s ability are very few in our 
country, and therefore his loss is all the greater at this juncture. Pandit 
Motilal Nehru had a liberal mind and he was one of those politicians who 
always liked to see the other man’s point of view as well. He not only 
impressed on the public the point of view which he had in his mind, but 
he was equally ready to see the point of view of other communities; and 
therefore, Sir, his loss at the present time is all the greater, although 
at any time his loss would have been great to India. We feel it more. 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Sir, was a great friend of mine and of my family* 
He had been our lawyer for a long tkne, and-I met Jiim fof .the first time 
when I had no concern with politics at all. I had known him as a gteat 
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friend, land my province, Sir, feels the loss greater, because he was one 
of the foremost people in the United Provinces who enjoyed the confidence 
of the entire public, irrespective of caste or creed. I remember, Sir, in. 
1916, when Pandit Motilal Nehru was thinking of standing for the 
Imperial Legislative Council and there was going to be a tug of war 
between several candidates. Pandit Motilal Nehru was the only man who 
had the solid support behind him. There was not a single Mussalman 
who was not ready to vote for Pandit Motilal N(*hru. He had such a 
great hold, Sir, in my province. Since then, Sir, he. bcicarne the foremost 
leadei’ of India, and my provinee along with the whole country mourns 
his loss. Sir, 1 on behalf of my Party associate* with every word which 
has fallen from the Honourable the Leader of tlio House, and I whole- 
heartedly support the suggestion made by the Vice-Leader of the Opposi- 
tion Party that the business for today may be adjoui*ned as a mark of 
respect to the memurv of the departed soul. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : Sir, though my 
lips are dry and my language fails to give adequate expression to my 
feelings owing to overwhelming grief, still I venture to stand on my legs 
because I feel that 1 should just ejxpress my thoiiglits at least to endorse 
every word that has fallen from the Honourable the Mover of this Reso- 
lution. Sir, recently I bad been to Allaliabad when I heard of the illness 
of Pamlit Motilal Nehru, and even when he was in such a bad e.ondition 
of health I saw ho was full of patriotic /cal and ho said that wc liad 
achieved Swaraj that a radical change had come over the political condi- 
tion C'f Ihe country. Sir, the country can ill-afford to lose such a loader 
as Pandit Motilal at tJiis juncture, and it is our peculiar misfortune that 
we are here today to mourn the loss of such a great patriot wlio served 
this country so well. Tn this connection I should remind every Member 
of the Opposition Benches to remember the. words uttered by Maliatrna 
(randhi and other leaders, who attended the funeral ceremony which was 
held at Allahabad, and I would also appeal to the Government t(i change 
their policy and stand shoulder to shoulder with the people of the country 
and try to make the new constitiition a success. 

Mr. S. 0, Shabani (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, 1 rise to 
join in the homage that is being most fittingly paid to the sacred memory 
of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru. The mourning in the country over liis 
deatli has been nnparalhded in it.s poignancy. The congregatitms of 
people at the portals of his temporary residence in Lucknow, tJie congre- 
gations for his (larshan at the portals of his residema' in Allahabad and 
the congregations on the banks of the Sangham, as also the mammoth 
meetings held all over the country, go to show that he was deeply respected 
and deeply loved by the people at large. One can easily see why the 
feeling of the people of this couniry over his death lias been so profound. 
"I’he hopes of this country Inwc been ('.entered in two men, one of whom 
has been Pandit Motilal Nehru. Gandhiji has been the soul of the 
nationalist movement, but Pandii. Motilal Nehru has been the brain of it. 
Pandit Motilal guided the nationalist movement in the conniry wisedy. 
He was most wonderfully constituted in his mind. His success in the 
legal profession was phenomenal ; and after he gave up his legal practice 
to serve his country, the part that he played was altogether unsurpassed. 
We know how he decided to enter the Councils, contrary to the wishes 
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of Gandhiji himself. He was a constitutionalist at heart, and wanted 
to advance the cause of his country through constitutionalism. He, at 
first, incurred the flisplcasuro of the w^hole country for entering the Councils ; 
and yet the part that he played in the (Councils earned him the gratitude 
of all the people \A’ho revered him for his determination to correlate the 
work in the country to the work in the Councils. We also know how 
his reports have been classic documents. The Eeport that he put forth 
on the occasion of the martial law and the Dyerian deeds in the Punjab 
will undoubtedly be coTisidored a classical work. Tt presents in a most 
moderate and reticent manner the peoples’ case. Then the Nehru Eeport 
which he put forth will be considered as a masterpiece of statesmanship. 
No doubt, it had to be withdrawn on account of communal opposition, 
hut when passions cool down and when communalism looks beyond its 
immediate narrow objects, it will be recognised that it is the only docu- 
ment which lays down the lines on which the problems of the country 
can be solved. When his suggestion with regard to an amicable settle- 
ment of iho Indian question by a Bound Table Conference was unheeded, 
and later when the Simon Commission was appointed in the face of 
universal condemnfition, he decided to throw in his lot, constitutionalist 
as he was. with his own son ; and we know how he sacrificed himself in 
the fight for freedom, how he went to jail and how he endured the 
suffering to which he subjected himself. He dies in 19B1 when his own 
suggestion ivith regard to the settlement of the country is nearing fruition. 
Tt is a pity at this; time we shall have to go without his sage counsels. 
But the truest resolve on the part of the country would be to determine 
to carry on the campaign chalked out bv liim vigorously. Meanwhile, 
we should all combine to send our respectful condolences to the b^renvod 
family, and according to me, to Gandhiji too. whose devoted and loval 
friend he ever was, and who in his turn loved to be guided by his counsels. 

Mr. 0, S. Ranga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kiimaon Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Eural) : As one who was most intimately associated with the great 
Pandit for about fifteen years of his public life, which was a privilege, 
and as one who. had the misfortune to measure swords with him towards 
the evening of bis life, I think T owe it to myself and to the groat departed, 
8ir, through your courtesy and this opportunity, to associate myself ‘with 
the observations that have fallen from the previous speakers. Well might 
it be said on an occasion like this that the good that men do lives after 
them, the evil is oft cremated with their bones. So let it be with thr* 
Pandit. Sir, his greatest good for the greatest number was the immolation 
of his life at the altar of his beloved Motherland. He was a great fighter 
all his life. He fought for his clients in good old days when ho ^vas a 
giant at ilu' Bar, pitted against great legal giants like Dr. Sir Siindar Lai. 
Later on. he suspended his. practice, rode into the non-co-operation move- 
ment and f act'd jail itself only to emerge from it to fight again. H*’ 
always fought for what he thought was right and proper. Sir, he fought 
the No-changers in the Indian National Congress w^hen they resisted 
Council entry, side by side wdth the Tilak of Bengal, the. greatest man of 
his day — ^Deshabandu Das, with whom it was my privilege then to travel 
long distances and address meetings. Pandit Motilal Nehru fouebt against 
the Hindu Mahasabha because he felt the last hut one Geneijal Election 
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that he must fight it on behalf of the Congress, and he fought it as only 
ho could have fought though the tide was against him then. That was a 
trying time when it was my privilege to stand close to him and join in 
the fight. Again, Bir, he fouglit when conviction came to him, and with 
that conviction, courage, when he left this Chamber riding again into 
the centre of the civil disobedience movement, and to jail itself. He was 
a great fighter, he fought always, ag the I^eader of the House has said, 
with clean weapons. He fought sometimes with a bludgeon, sometimes 
with a rapier, sometimes, alas, even with a boomerang, but he fought 
well and fought powerfully. To liim, the fight was a fight for the right, 
and “to follow right because riglit is right were wisdom in the scorn of 
consequence’*. Like the Happy Warrior, he comprcliendcd his trust, and 
to the same kept faithful with a singleness of aim. Finally, as Maulvi 
Muhammad Yakub has truly said, men like l^andit Motilal Nehru do not 
die; alike arc life and death wiien life in death survives and* the un- 
interrupted breath inspires a thousand lives. 

Mr. President: Gentlemen, I should like to associate myself with the 
Honourable the Leader of the House and other Honourable Members who 
have spoken on this mournful occasion. I would only add one word to 
the tribute that has been paid to the memory of Pandit Motilal Nehru, 
and that is, that it is most unfortunate that he should have been taken 
away at the present juncture in ihc history of our Motherland w^hen his 
services would have been most valuable. The present position is such 
that all national leaders are required to rise above the situation and to 
help in the promotion of the political progress of our country. That 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, one. of the foremost national leaders, should have 
been taken away is a matter of extreme regret. 

Agreeably to the wishes of this House T shall convoy a message of 
sympathy to the members of the bereaved family. 

I take it that it is the general desire of the House to adjourn without 
transacting any business as a tribute to the memory of the departed leader, 
and in response to that desire, I now adjourn the House to 11 o’clock on 
Wednesday next. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 11th February, IQfil. 
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Wednesday^ 11th February, 1931. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr, President in the Chair. 


MEMBEE SWOBNn 

Mr. U. Tun Aung, M.L.A. (Burma: Non-European). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

DmpxuimTY tn Cashing Indian CuRBHNor Notes in the Hedjaz. 

867. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan: (a) Are Government aware that 
a large number of coimterfeited Indian currency notes are in circulation in 
Hedjaz and in consequence Indian pilgrims are finding great difficulty in 
cashing genuine Indian currency notes? 

(6) Are Government aware that Indian Hedjaz pilgrims are advised by 
several newspapers to take money in cash with them to Hedjaz owing to 
the difficulty in cashing currency notes? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the afiirmative, will Government be 
pleased to inform the Assembly what facilities are given to Hedjaz pil- 
grims to convert their cash into gol,d coins, which are more acceptable 
than currency notes in Hedjaz? 

(d) Are Government prepared to issue a circular letter to all the District 
Treasury Officers to help the Indian pilgrims in converting their cash into 
gold coins at the current rate of the market? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Eusain: (a) Govern- 
ment believe that the fact is as stated. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) and (d). The Government of India do not consider it necessary to 
issue instructions to District Treasury Officers on the lines suggested by 
the Honourable Member. The exchange between rupees and the Hedjaz 
currency is now stabilised and Indian rupees are reaffily accepted in pay- 
Iment in the Hedjaz. . Various Indian mercantile firms have branches both 
in India and Jeddah and bundle which can be cashed in Mecca and Medina 
are readily available. Messrs. Thomas Cook and Co.’s circular drafts, 
vHiich are obtainable in the Indian ports of embarkation, are easily cashed 
in Jeddah. 


( 683 ) 
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Mr. MiQiiunmad Anwar-ul-Axim: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
tell us whether the Imperial Bank of India or thd National Bank of India 
have got any branch either at Jeddah, Mecca or Medina? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasl-i-Hueain: I have no 
information. Sir, on that ooint. 

OOBfMUKITIES BEPBESEmSD IJN APFOTErMBKPS IN THE CBNTBAL PuBUO 

Works Department, Delhi. 

368. *The Bevd. J. 0. Ohatterjee: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of Muhdmmadirtn, Bengali, Sikh and Indian Christian 
clerks in the Central Public Works Department? 

(h) Is it a fact that 14 clerks were appointed last year? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state the number of Muhammadans, Bengalis, 
Indian Christians, etc., appointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that some reduction is being contemplated shortly in 
the Central Public Works Department? If so, will Government be pleased 
to state the number of Muhammadan, Indian Christian and Hindu clerks 
proposed to be brought under reduction? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the amount spent on Hindu, Muhammadan and Indian Christian 
clerks in the Chief Engineer's Office, Central Public Works Department, 
from the 1st January, 1930 to 31st December, 1930, as compared with the 
total salary and allowances drawn by the clerical establishment of these 
offices ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the present number of Hindu, 
Muslim and Indian Christian Assistants in the Central Public Works De- 
partment? 

. (/) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken or 
are proposed to ensure an adequate representation of persons belonging to 
minority communities in the Central Public Works Department and the 
Chief Engineer's Office? 

Mr. Tin Tilt: (a) and (c). The statistics asked for by the Honourable 
Member are contained in a statement which I place on the table. 

(h) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The Honourable 
Member will find the figures in the statement to which I have referred. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. . The matter is 
still uiider consideration. 

(d) The required information is not - readily availahie as no such returns 
arfer maintained. 

(/) in making new appointments, due consideration is given to, the 
adequate representation of minority communities. 



Details by various comnlunities. 


QUBsnom ARB MmmaMc . 
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COBEPLAINTS AGAINST THE SUPEBINTBNDBNT OF POST OfFIOESi MaLABAB 

Division. 

369. *llr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Oovemment be pleased to state how 
many Muhammadans have been entertained in the Postal Department in 
the Malabar Division by the present Superintendent of Post Offices? If' 
no Muhammadans have been entertained at all, was it because of lack of 
applicants? 

(6) Is it a fact that the majority of candidates entertained by him are 
Christians and, if so, what are the reasons for the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Post Offices, Malabar Divi- 
sion, is subjecting the Hindu and Muhammadan subordinates under him to 
frequent transfers? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: I rise to a point of order, Sir. My point of order is 
that there is a strict rule in the Standing Buies and Orders contained in 
the Manual of Business and Procedure of the Legislative Assembly which 
says that no question should be repeated in this House unless one year has 
elapsed : and this question 369, Sir, is a question identical, word for word, 
comma for comma and semi-colon for semi-colon and full-stop for full-stop, 
with question No. 465, the only exception being that the latter question 
is to be put by Mr. Thampan and this question 369 is put by Mr. S. 0. 
Mitra. If the rules are not strictly observed, then in the result it comes 
to this 

Mr. 0. 0. Biswas: Sir, is the Honourable Member in order in making 
a speech on a point of order? 

Mr. President: He is entitled to explain what his point of order is. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Gradually, the Honourable Member from Bengal who 
is new in the Assembly, will be familiar with the point. Now, Sir, I sub- 
mit that the rule about ten days’ time before which a question should not 
be answered is a little duty which is cast on the iSecretary probably not 
only of the Department of the Legislative Assembly alone but of the 
Legislative Department also; and, therefore. Sir, as soon as notice is given 
ten days before the question is answered, within that time the Secretariat 
of the Legislative Assembly Department or of the Legislative Department 
should exercise their power and do a little work in order to find out 
whether or not these are questions which have been repeated, as is done 
on the same agenda of business, I submit. Sir, this sort of irregularity 
should not crop up again. 

Mr. President: I take it that the Honourable Member raises the point 
of order under Standing Order 70? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Standing Order 70 at page what? 

Mr. President: Order, order. I want the Honourable Member to tell 
me under what Standing Order he has raised this point of order. 

Mr. E. Ahmedi: Well, Sir, this is a new copy which I haye Just got. 
(Laughter.) But from general experience you w^ allow me, Sir, to tell 
you that it is quite correct that no question should be repeated in the 
Assembly unless 12 months have elapsed. 
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An HonoiiraUe Member: There is no such Buie or Standing Order. 

Mr. President: I take it that under Standing Order 70 there is a pro- 
vision of the kind that the Honourable Member ha,s mentioned. But that 
Standing Order refers to Besolutions only. It says : 

“When a resolution has been moved, no resolution or amendment raising 
Bubstantially the same question shall be moved within one year.** 

An Honourable Member: Why not extend the principle? 

Mr. E. F. Thampan: May I explain the position, Sir? 

Ifa. President: Order, order. Standing Order 31 refers to the same 
Session, and even there it says that “a motion must not raise a question 
substantially identical with one on which the Assembly has given a decision 
in the same session.** That deals with motions. There is no such 
Standing Order as would justify the point of order being held good, and 1 
therefore rule that the question is perfectly in order. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: I take it, Sir. . . f. t 

Mr. President: I have given my ruling, and I cannot allow any fur- 
ther discussion. 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) to (c). Information has been called for. 

Supply lo Membbes of Copib3 of Acts bbino amended. 

370. ♦Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in introducing supplementary 
and amending Bills, copies of the main Bill are not supplied to the Assembly 
Members? 

(b) Are Government aware that Members suffer great inconvenience on 
that accoimt? 

(c) Has any complaint been made on the floor of the House about this? 

{d) Do Government contemplate in future to supply copies to Members 
of the main Bill alsb? 

Sir Lancelot Graham: (a), (6), (c) and (d). I presume that by the ex- 
pression “main Bill” the Honourable Member means the “principal Act*’. 
If so, the Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to Mr. Lalchand 
Navalrai’s identical question Np. 664 printed on pages 1934 and 1938 of 
the Legislative Assembly Debates of the 19th March, 1930. 

iSuMMABY Dismissal of Mustafa, an Inkman in the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Press, Calcutta. 

371. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that under the Government 
Servants* Conduct Buies as well as Civil Service Buies and Begulations the 
services of a Government employee can not be dispensed with, on a, charge 
of misconduct without any proper inquiry being held on the explanations 
submitted by him? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra 
stated ih the Legislative Assembly in answer to the storred question No. 682, 
dated 18th September, 1929, that no Government servant can be dislnfased 
from his appointment on a charge of misconduct otherwise than after due 
inquiry? 
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(c) Is it not a fact that Mu&tafa, an Inkman in the Eastern. Bengal 
Eailway Press, Sealdah, Calcutta, a permanent employee of 10 years* stand- 
ing, has been summarily dismissed without having an opportunity to lay his^ 
explanation before the authorities? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the Organising Secretary, Press Employees’ 
Association, Calcutta, a registered and recognised body, addressed a letter 
to the Superintendent, Eastern Bengal Eailway Press, Sealdah, Calcutta, 
on 1st September, 1930, in connection with the dismissal of the Inkman,. 
Mustafa, a member of the said Association? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Member in charge Bailways 
and Commerce, received a letter dated the 24th September, 1930, from 
Babu Bamesh Chandra Dhar, Pleader, Calcutta, written on behalf of his 
client Mustala for an independent and impartial inquiry into the matter? 

(/) Is it not a fact that Government have received a copy of the resolu 
tion passed in a mass meeting of the employees of the East Indian Bail- 
way and Eastern Bengal* Bailway Presses, Calcutta, held at Calcutta on 5th 
December, 1930, under the presidency of Mr. S. C. Mitra, M.L.A., drawing 
attention to the resolution No. T? 

(g) Is it not a fact that the Agent, Eastern Bengal Bailway,. Calcutta, . 
received a letter dated the 27th December. 1930, from Babu Bamesh 
Chandra Dhar, Pleader, Calcutta, emphatically denying the alleged admis- 
sion of fault by his client Mustafa? 

(h) If the answers to (d) to (g) are in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to enlighten the House with the contents of that correspondence 
and/ the action* taken or intended to be taken on the letter referred to in part 

to)? 

(i) If the answers to (a) to (o) are in the affirmative, will Governnaent 
be pleased to state the reasons of (c)? 


Mr. A. A. L. ftrsons: (a) The matter referred to by the Honourable 
Member as affecting subordinate employees on State-managed Bailways 
dealt with in the rules regulating the discharge and dismiss^ of ^Sl^ate Bail- 
way non-gazetted Government servants, a copy of which is in tEe Library. 
No employee is dismissed or discharged without due enquiry. 

’ (5) yes. 

(d) and (g). Government have no information. 

(e) & (/). Yes. 

(c), (h) and (i). Government propose, in view of the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s question, to call for a full report from the Agent, Eastern Bengal 
Eailway, about the alleged dismissal of the employees referred to. The 
Ho^urablo Member will be informed in Hue course of the action Govem- 
me^ propose to take, on the Agent’s report. 


Mbdioal Cxbttfioates sitbmittbd by Employees of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta. 

8S(2. S. Q. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the certificates of unfitnesa 
on account of sickness obtained by Goverfnnent eniployees from re- 
giateared me^^cal praetitioneBs, are accepted by the authorities of all Gov-r 
emment offices? 
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(b) Is it a fact i^at the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Bailway Press, 
Calcutta, do not accept the certificate of unfitness due to sickness obtained 
from the registered medical practitioners in manuscript by their press em- 
ployees living beyond the jurisdiction of the Bailway Medical Officer? 

(c) Is it a fact that according to the circular of the Agent of the Eastern 
Bengal Bailway, Calcutta, a medical certificate granted in manuscript by 
the registered medical practitioners may be submitted by the employees of 
the Bailway residing outside the jurisdiction of the Bailway Medical Officer? 

(d) If the answers to (a), (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons of (b)? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes, in respect of non-gazetted Government 
servants, excbpt employees on State-managed railways who, subject to 
certain exceptions, are required to produce certificates of unfitness from 
railway medical officers. 

(b), (c) and (d). I have called for information from the Agent, Eastern 
Bengal Bailway, and will communicate with the Honourable Member on 
its receipt. 

Pay of Machinemen and Bindebs at the Eastern Bengal Railway 

BBSS, Calcutta. 

373. *Mr. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the binders and the; 
machinemen of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, are on the same 
)las8 rate? 

(b) Is it a fact that the machinemen of the Eastern Bengal Bailway 
Press, Calcutta, have been placed on a higher pay than the binders? If so, 
i^^hy? 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons: (a) Yes, 

(b) In the Eastern Bengal Bailway Press, machinemen are rated higher 
than binders as the character of the work performed by them is more 
valuable than that performed by binders in such presses. 

[Machines purchased and sold in the Eastern Bengal Baaway Press, 

CALOUrTA. 

374. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing year by year the number of machines purchased 
and sold in the Eastern Bengal Bailway Press, Calcutta, for the last ten 
years, with their respective dates and prices? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am attempting to collect this information for 
the Honourable Member. 

Sale of Waste Paper by the Eastern Bengal Railway Prsss, 

Calcttwa: 

• 875. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra.: Will. Government be pleased to lay on the table 
.a stateiu^t sbowi^Sf'tfio. number .of tenders received in the Eastern Benged 
l^ailway jpress, Galcutta, .far .purposing the waste papers with the names 
pf each tenderer ippludi^g the successful, one,, with the. prices quoted by 
each of them for the last ten years ? 
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lb. A, A; L. PaiBOiiB: Qovemment zBgret that they are not prepared 
to collect this information, the value of which could not be commensurate 
with the labour expended on its collection. 

Inoomb akd Number of Postmen in the Post Offices at Naldih and 

Nohatta. 

376. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the income of the 
Naldih Post Office in the district of Jessore, Bengal, is greater than that 
of the Nohatta Post Office of the same district? ' 

(5) Is it not a fact that the number of postmen is greater in the Nohatta 
Post Office, Jessore, Bengal, than in the Naldih Post Office of the same 
district ? 

(o) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the reasons for part (b)? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the income of the Naldih and Nohatta Post Offices, respectively in the 
district of Jessore, for the last two years? 

Mr. Tin Tilt: (a), (b) and (o). The information is being collected and 
will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(d) Government do not consider that any public purpose would be 
served by incorporating the figures of revenue of these post offices in the 
proceedings of the House. 

Postal Servioe to the Villagb of Sankebpobb. 

377. •Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that one daily, one weekly, 
and one monthly newspaper, besides letters and money orders, are being 
regularly received in the Naldih Post Office for delivery to the village of 
Sankerpore in the district of Jessore, Bengal? 

(b) Is it not a fact that no daily newspaper is being received in the 
Naldih Post Office for delivery to the village HoboMiali, in the district 
of Jessore? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Mr. H. A. Sams stated in 
reply to starred question No. 109 on the 15th July, 1930, that the village 
of Sankerpore under the Naldih Post Office in the district of Jessore is 
served only three times in a week? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Mr. Sams in his letter No. 
D. O. 102-1M./P.F./30, dated 2l8t August, 1930, informed Mr. S. C. 
Mitra, M.L.A., that the village (Hbbokhali is being served four times a 
week? 

(e) If the answers to (b) and (d) are in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons of (d) ? 

(f) If the answers to (a) and (c) are in the affirmative, will Government 

be pleased to state the practicability of introducing a daily beat in the 
village of Sankerpore? ‘ 

. Mr. K. A. Sams: With your permission. Sir, I propose to deal with 
questions Nos. 377 and 878 together. Apparently the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s contention is that the number of postal deliveries in a certain viU^ 
in Bengal is inadequate. This is a matter of administrative detail whicfi 
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is entirely within the competence of the Postmaster-General, Bengal and 
Assam, to whom a copy of the questions is being sent, and I would sug- 
gest to the Honourable Member that, if he wishes to pursue the matter 
further, he should do so in direct communication with that officer. 

Postal Sbbvioe to the Village of Sakkbbfobe. 

1378. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that a daily news- 
paper excepting letters, weekly and monthly journals are received in the 
J^aldih Post Office in the district of Jessore, to be delivered to the village 
Sankerpore of the same district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether the total number of deliveries exceeds 72 for 
six months? 

(o) Is it a fact that the Honourable Mr. Sams in a letter D. 0. No. 
102-1M./P.P./30, dated 21st August, 1930, informed Mr. 8. C. Mitra, 
M.L.A., that the total number of deliveries in the Sankerpore village was 
only 72 for the months of January, 1930, to June, 1930? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Release of PoLinOiiL Pbisonebs. 

379. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Are Government aware that the Prime 
Minister in the recent speech, in closing the Round Table Conference in 
London, held out a hope of a general amnesty for iihe political prisoners 
in India V 

(b) Do Government contemplate, in view of the Prime Minister's 
utterances, to release the political prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the remarks made on behalf of Government by the Honourable the 
Leader of the House in connection with the debate on Shaikh Sadiq 
Hasan’s Resolution on the 5th instant. 

Mr. B. Das: May I enquire what is the present position, whether the 
Government are going to release the non-violent political prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I Jiave ,ali;eady explained that I 
cannot add to the remarks made by the Leader of the House on the 
matter. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Was there any distinction made by the Prime 
Minister in his speech about the release of prisoners who are accused of 
violent and non-violent offences? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the published reports of that speech. 

Mr. B. Das: May I enquire where is the hitch for the release of non- 
violent prisoners by the Government? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I am afraid I cannot add to what 
I have already answered. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is there any objection to drop the Meerut case? 

(No answer was given.) 


tPor answer to this question, see answer to questi on No. 877. 
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UaGBIMSS FUB0HA3BD AND SOLD IN THE FaST INDIAN RaILWAT PbBSS, 

Calcutta* 

380. *Mr. S. 0. Mitrs: (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of machines purchased, and sold 
in the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and Howrah, for the last 
five years with their respective prices and dates? 

- (b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 

showing the number of typewriting machines purchased and sold in the 
East Indian RailTvay Press, Calcutta and Howrah, for the last five years 
with respective prices and dates? 

Ifr* A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (6). I am attempting to collect this 
information for the Honourable Member. 

• Sale of Waste Paper by the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta. 

381. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that tenders are invited for the 
sale of the waste paper in the East Indian Railway Press at Calcutta? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of tenders 
received with the names of the firms together with the price quoted by 
each of them with special reference to the successful tenderers for the 
last five years? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Waste paper is sold either by tender or by 
auction. 

(b) Government regret that they are not prepared to compile this 
information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Abolition of Computors from the East Indian and Eastern Bengal 
Railway Presses at Cai^cutta. 

382. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the piece and the 
hourly system have been recently abolished in the East Indian and Eastern 
Bengal Railway Presses at Calcutta? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the services of the computors were not required 
at the Eastern Bengal Railway Press for the salaried staff? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Honourable Mr. G. S. Khaparde in the 
minority report of the Piece Workers’ Committee of 1922 recommended 
the abolition of the posts of the computers frond the economic standpoint? 

, . (d) Is it not a fact that the services of computors have been engaged 
for the salaried staff of the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railway 
Presses at Calcutta? 

(e) If the answers to (a) to (d) are in the affirmative, will Govem- 
m^ent be pleased to state the reasons of (d) ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Piece rating has not been abolished, but 
Government have issued orders for the discontinuance of the hourly system 
of computing wages. 
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(b) I have called for information from the Agent, Eastern Bengal Bail- 
way and will communicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

.. (o) Yes. The Honourable Mr. Khaparde suggested two alternative 
schemes for the conversion of the piece workers in the Government of 
india Presses into salaried hands and proposed the abolition inter alia of 
the posts of computers. 

• (d) Provision has been made for such posts in the sanctioned strength 
of- these Presses. 

(e) Government consider that computers on monthly rates of pay are 
necessary for the Eastern Bengal and East Indian Railway Presses. 

SuPXBiOB AND Inferior Staff in the East Indian RAiLWASd Press, . 

Caicutta. 

883. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that at the tiine of reduction 
in the East Indian Railway Press, the number of workers in general have 
been decreased while the number of the supervising staff is gradually on the 
increase? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the. number of employees in the supervising, clerical and workers staff 
in the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, for the last ten years, year by 
year? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the new system as recently introduced in the 
Eastern Bengal Railway loesses at Calcutta, all the binders have been 
placed in the superior service. 

• (d) Is it a fact that, in the East Indian Railway Press, at Calcutta, 
some of the binders have been placed in the inferior service under the same 
system as was recently introduced in the Eastern Bengal Railway Press ? 

(e) If the answers to (c) and (d) are in the affirmative, will the Honour- 
able Member in charge be pleased to state the reasons for (d) ? 

Ml. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) to (e). I have called for information and will 
communicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. In view of the- 
labour involved, I have only asked for information with regard to (6) for the 
last three years. 

Bbsoliitions passed by Employees of the East Indian and Eastern 
Bengal Railway Presses at Calcutta. 

384; *Mx, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that Government received a copy 
of the Resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting of the Press 
Employees’ Association of Calcutta, a registered body under the Trade 
Unions Act held on the 2nd August, 1930, under the presidency of Mr. 
3. N. Basu, M. L. C. and delegate to the Round Table Conference, drawing' 
special attention to Resolution No. 22? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government received a copy of the resolutions 
passed in the overwhelming mass meeting of the East Indian and Eastern 
Railway Press employ eeg held under the presidency of Mr. 8. C. 
Mitra, M.L.A., at Calcutta on* the 5th December, 1930? ' 

.• (c) If the answers toi^arts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the steps taken in the matter? If dot, Why hot? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) The resolutions referred to in (b) were sent to the Agent, iBast Indian 
Bailway, for disposal. Two of the resolutions referred to in (a) pertained tq 
the Eailway Department, one related to the question of the revision of the 
system of wages of the Bailway Press enaployees, a matter which was 
already under investigation by Government, and the other was a requesj^' 
that Mr. Nut Behari Chatterjee should be removed from his appointment. 
‘Government did not consider it necessary to take any action on this request. 

Promotion of CoMPOsiroRS in the Bast Indian Railway Press, 

Calcutta. 

386. ’•'Mr. S. 0 . Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that the practice of pro- 
moting the compositors to the posts of oomputors, readers and section- 
holders is observed at the Government of India Press, Calcutta? 

(b) Is it not a fact that this salutory principle is not observed in the 
East Indian Bailway Press, Calcutta? 

(c) If the answers to {a) and (b) are in the affirmative will Government 
he pleased to state the reasons of (b)? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Vacancies in the grade of section-holders in 
the Government of India Press, Calcutta, are ordinarily filled alternately 
from assistant section holders and senior compositors or operators. It is, 
however, not the practice in that Press to appoint compositors to the post 
«of computers and readers. 

(b) and (c). I have called for information from the Agent, East Indian 
Bailway, and will communicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Allowance for Workers in the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, 

FOB Work in connection with the Rah-way Conference. 

386. *Mr. S. 0 . Mitra: (a) Is it not a fact that a conference of the All- 
India Railways Association is held every year? 

(b) Is it not a fact that a large volume of work in connection with the 
Railway Conference is to be done by the employees of the East Indian 
Railway Press, Calcutta? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the supervising staff of the East Indian 
Eailway Press are allowed an allowance to bo drawn for the work done in 
connection with the Railway Conference? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the workers of the East Indian Eailway Press 
are not allowed to draw an allowance for the work done in connection with 
the Railway Conference? 

(e) Is it not a fact that during the last Great War, the supervising 

staff, as well as the workers of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, 
were allowed the war allowance for the work done in connection with the 
War? ' 

(/) If answers to (a), (b), (c), (d) and (a) are in the affirmative, will 
•Government be pleased to state the reasons of (d)? v 

. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) If the Honourable Member refers to the Indian 
Railway Conference Association, the answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) to (/). I am making enquiriies and will send a reply to the Honour, 
able Member shortly. 
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Rboosoiibnbations of the Haj Enqttiby Committee. 

387. *Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Has the attentioa ot Gov- 
ernment been drawn to the leading article published on page 2, dated 22nd 
January, 1931, of the vernacular daily Hamdam of Lucknow, and will Gov. 
ernment please state whether with a view to take practical measures to 
adopt the various recommendations of the Haj Enquiry Committee, its 
President Mr. H. B. Clayton, has very recently visited various pil^m. 
ports in India? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state, with a view to give effect 
to the said recommendations, to what extent progress has been made and 
how long will it take to adopt them? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain: (a) Government 
have not seen the article in question. The reply to the latter part of the 
question is in the negative. Mr. Clayton^s recent visit to certain ports was 
not connected with the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee but 
with the question of port quarantine administration. 

(6) A statement showing the progress which has been made with the 
consideration of the recommendations of the Haj Inquiry Committee has 
been placed in the Library of the House. Every effort is being made to 
expedite the consideration of those recommendations on which it has not 
yet been possible to reach a final decision owing to the time which has 
necessarily been taken in obtaining the views of Local Governments in 
regard to them. 

Redtjotion of Steamer Fares to the Heojak and Abolition of 

Quarantine. 

388. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware that 
in view of the general depression throughout the world, and in anticipation 
of Haj Enquiry Committee’s recommendations being adopted by Govern- 
ment, intending Hedjaz pilgrims from India are very anxiously awaiting 
(a) adequate reduction in the steamer fares for the whole season, (h) aboli- 
tion of Kamaran quarantine altogether and (c) total exemption of quaran- 
tine fee ? 

(b) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to give effect to 
the recommendations for the ensuing pilgrim season? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Government 

have no doubt that the facts are as stated. 

(b) The Honourable Member will, I am sure, be glad to hear that the 
shipping conopanies principally concerned, Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., 
and the Khaleeli Line, have recently, at the request of the Government of 
India, agreed for the current pilgrim season to reduce the price of a pilgrim 
single deck ticket from either Bombay or Karachi to the Hedjaz from 
Rs. 125 to Rs. 110 and the price of a return ticket from either of those 
ports from Rs. 195 to Rs. 160 in both cases without food. The fitst named 
company, which alone is concerned with the pilgrim traffic from Calcutta, 
has also agreed to reduce the fares from that port from Re. 150 (single) and 
Rs. 250 (return) to Rs. 135 and Rs. 215 respectively. The Committee's 
recommendations in regard to the abolition of Kamaran quarantine and the 
discontinuanoe of quarantine fees are still under consideration, but it is 
hoped that final decisions upon them wiU be reached at an early date. 
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. ^389. *Khan Baliadur Baji Wajihi^dta: Will Government be please^ to 
state, since the Besolution on prohibition of liquors moved by ine a^d 
adopted by the Legislative Assembly in 1925, what steps have so far been 
taken by the Government of India to give effect to it? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given by Sir Basil Blackett to a similar question asked 
by the Honourable Member on 19th August, 1926. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has anything been done since then ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The policy of Government remains 
the same as it was on that date. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that the Government still manufac- 
tures liquor and sells it? 

(No answer was given.) 

Exclusion of Muslims jmoM the Opbrapion of the Child MAiiRiAGii 

Restraint Act, 

890. *Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wa]ihuddin: Are Government aware that 
there is great discontent among the Muslims generally, and the orthodox 
sections and Ulemas more particularly, on the passage of the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, and if so, are Government prepared to con- 
sider the advisability to exclude Muslims from the operation of the said 
Act? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Government are aware that apprehen- 
sions have been expressed on the subject. As the Honourable Member is 
doubtless aware, certain Bills proposing amendments of the Act have been 
circulated for opinion. Until the replies are all received and fully examined, 

: Government will not be in a position to bring the whole matter under con- 
sideration. 

Staff of the Offices of the Hrau Commissioner for India and the 
Indian Trade Commissioner in London. 

391. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state the number 
of Europeans and Indians employed in the offices of (a) High Commissioner 
for India in London, (6) Indian Trade Commissioner in London; and the 
salaries paid to each? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Excluding the industrial and menial 
Staff, 367 Europeans and 69 Indians, including Anglo-Indians, were employ- 
ed in the office of the High Commissioner on the let January, 1931. Of 
these 7 Europeans and 7 Indians, including Anglo-Indians, were employed 
in the office of the Indian Trade Commissioner in London which forms a 
part of the High Commissioner’s office. I am afraid I am unable to furnish 
details of the salaries drawn by each member of so large a staff, but if the 
Honourable Member wishes I shall be pleased to show him at my office a 
list of the establishment of the office of the High Commissioner which con- 
taius this information. 

' ' Mr. T. N. Bamakfishna Beddi: How many Indians ttrel included among 
those Anjjlo-Indiaiis? " ' ? r.' ; ‘ 
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The E6nountble Sir George Xainy; I must ask for nc^tice . 

Hr. N. H. Joehi: How many Indians ^te there oh the stad who get over- 
seas allowance? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I must ask for notice of . that al^o. 

Deflobable Spate of the Ikman Wheat Tbade. 

392. •Mr. B. Dae: Are the Government of India aware of the deplor- 
able state of the wheat trade, and, if so, will Government be pleased to state 
i,he steps taken to relieve the distress with regard to the following: 

(a) marketing of wheat in India and especially on the ports ; 

(b) placing of an embargo on the Australian wheat which is sold 

very cheaply at the ports; and 

(c) reduction in railway freight from the Punjab stations to the 

stations on lines other than Karachi? 

Will Government be pleased to state whether they received any repre- 
i?entations from the Indian Chambers of Commerce or Associations with 
regard to the competition of Australian wheat and the marketing of Indian 
wheat? If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state the names of representations and the steps taken by Government? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Government 
are fully aware of the serious position which has arisen from the existence 
in India of a large surplus of wheat, estimated at not less than a million 
tons, which is unable to find a market either within or outside India, and it 
has engaged their anxious attention for some time past., As regards the 
action they have taken to meet it by reduction of railway freights, I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the Press communique, dated November 
17th, 1930, relating to the reduction in the rates on wheat from the Punjab 
and the United Provinces to Karachi and the Press communique of January 
29th, 1981, relating to the reduction in the rate from the Punjab to Calcutta. 
I place copies of these communiques on the table of the House. As regards 
the 'placing of an embargo on imported wheat, I would remind the Honour- 
able Member that the total production of wheat in India in 1929r30 was 
estimated at 10,353,000 tons. The imports of foreign wheat into India, 
mainly from Australia, during the current fiscal year up to January 24th 
amounted to 110,884 tons as compared with 268,935 tons for the same period 
in the previous fiscal year. The total imports have thus been very small 
indeed compared with the total Indian production and have been more than 
counterbalanced by exports of wheat amounting to 193,606 tons and exsports 
of wheat dour lip to December, 1930, amounting to 3^,743 tons. In these 
circumstances, Government consider that the prohibition of import would 
have had no effect on the internal price of wheat and would not, therefore, 
have assisted the cultivator. At the best, it could only have helped Indian 
wheat to replace the Australian wheat which, but for it, might continue to 
be imported. . . 

Kepresentations on: the subject have been received from the following 
bodies': - ' 

The* Gwalior Chaftiher of eommerce*. 

The Federation of IndifeSa Gliamhers o^f 


^Uotnmerce anA Industry. 
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The Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, Bombay. 

Indian Merchants Chamber, Bombay. 

Indian Chamber of Commerce, Lahore. 

As regards the action taken by Government, I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the reply I have just given to the first part of his ques- 
tion. 


C(mmuniqu6, dated 17th November, 1930. 

The existence in India of a large surplus of wheat, estimated at not less than a 
million tons, which even at the low prices at present prevailing is unable to find a 
market either within or outside India, has been engaging the anxious consideration 
of the Government of India; and neither they nor the Bmlway Board have fmled to 
realise the serious effect on railway earnings of the loss of the traffic which in inore 
normal conditions might reasonably be expected in this commodity. It seems possible 
that, if movement by rail to Karachi is substantially cheapened during the period 
before the large wheat crops anticipated in Australia and the Argentine come on the 
market early next year, some portion at any rate of the surplus Indian crop may be 
absorbed by export ; and the North Western and East Indian Bailway Administrations, 
have therefore, decided, with the approval of the Government of India and the 
BAilway Board, that the following reductions should be brought into force immediately, 
and remain in force until the 28th February, 1931 : — 

On the North Western Railway. — ^In place of the present C/K Schedule, the 
G/B Schedule will apply to traffic booked to Karachi in full wagon loads 
for distances over that lUilway of not less than 600 miles. The differential 
rule as regards distance will apply for distances less than 600 miles. 

On the hjOAt Indian Railway. — In place of the existing C/B and 0/M Schedules, 
the C/Q Schedule will apply to traffic booked to Karachi in full wagon 
loads, except traffic originating at stations on the Bomba^^, Baroda and 
Central India Bailway, the Bengal and North-Western Bailway, and the 
Bohilkund and Kumaon Bailway. 

As an illustration of the effect of this reduction, the freight per maund from 
Lyallpur to Karachi will be 6 annas 10 pies, instead of 11 annas 8 pies at present 
charged. 

The results of this action, and the future position of the wheat market in India 
will be closely watched by the Government of India. 


Ccmmuniquiy dated 99th January, 1931. 

The Government of India have given very careful consideration to representations 
that have been made to them that some part of the existing surplus of Indian wheat 
would find a market in Calcutta if railway freights from the Punjab to Calcutta were 
r^uced. Their investigations do not leacf them to anticipate that any feasible reduc- 
tion in freight rates would result in so substantial an increase in the movement of 
wheat from the Punjab to Calcutta that there would be no net loss to railway revenues; 
but they have arranged with the Punjab Government that the Railway Administrations 
concerned will gtant from let February, 1931, until the 31st March, 1931, a rebate of 
one-third of the freight on all consignments of wheat booked to Calcutta from all 
stations in the Punjab. The cost of this rebate will be borne by the Punjab Govern- 
ment, but will be refunded to them, should the grant of the rebate be followed by a 
substantial increase in the tonnage of wheat imported by rail into Calcutta. 


Balance Sheets of Indian Railways. 

898. *Mr. B. Das: Has the attention of the Government been drawn 
to the article ^'Balance Sheets of Indian JRailways" published in the Indian 
'Accountant of August last? If the answer be in the affirmative, will 
Oo^mment be pleased to state whether they will publish the balance 
sheets of Indian Railways on the forms prescribed by the British Railway 
Companies (Accounts and Returns) Act, 1911? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I regret I have been unable to get a copy of the 
publication referred to, but as the Honourable Member is no doubt aware, 
the question of preparing balance-sheets for Indian Railways is already 
under the consideration of Government. 

Report op the Public Accounts Committee. 

394. *Mr. B. Das: Will Government be pleased to state when they 
wish to allot a day for the discussion of the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee for the year 1928-29? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to the Order Paper for today. 

TREArMENT OF STATE PRISONERS. 

395. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if there is 
any classification in the system of treatment of State prisoners in any of 
the provinces? 

(b) What are the minimum and maximum expenditure allowed per 
month to a State prisoner in (i) Bengal, (ii) Bombay and (iii) Madras? 

(c) In case of a State prisoner being the only earning member of a 
family, do Government allow the dependents of the prisoner any subsist- 
ence allowance while the prisoner is detained under pleasure of the State? 
What is the existing practice in each of the three provinces mentioned in 
(6) about family subsistence allowances? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The Bengal, Madras and the 
Bombay Regulations alike require that provision should be made for State 
prisoners according to their raqk in life and to their own wants and those 
of their family. There is no classification of such prisoners. 

(ft) For the reason stated above, no definite maximum or minimum ex- 
penditure has been laid down. Prisoners confined under Regulation HI of 
1818 have in recent years been granted a diet allowance varying from 
Rs. 1/6 to Rs. B according to the place where the j.ail is situated. 

(c) Family allowances must necessarily vary and are fixed according to 
the merits and circumstances of each case. 

Report on the Kangra Valley Railway. 

396. *Mr. B. Das: (a) With reference to the following statement of 
Mr. A. A. L. Parsons before the Public Accounts Committee (Vol. 1I> 
1928-29, page 250) : 

“As for the Kangra Viilley Railway case, I do not think Mr. Russell or I are in 
a position to give evidence at present because a committee is at present sitting and 
making an investigation into it. Until wc have seen their report we arc not in a 
position finally to allocate the responsibility**, 

will GuVernment be pleased to state if they have received the Report of the 
Committee sitting on the Kangra Valley Railway project and, if so, will 
they place a copy of the same on the table of the House? 

(ft ).p[as any . action been taken on that Report and has personal respon- 
sibility been assessed so far? . ' : 

‘ ■ 'b' 
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Ur. A. A. L. Parsons: The Eeport has been received, and the question 
of the action to be taken and the assessment of personal responsibility is at 
present under the consideration of Government. Copies of the Eeport will 
be placed in the Library when their conclusions have been reached. 

Management of Obphanaoes and Widows* Homes. 

397. *Lala Brij Kishore : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they maintain: 

(1) any orphanages, and 

(2) widow homes 

wholly or in part, and if so, how many in centrally adminis- 
tered territories; and 

(b) whether Government propose to undertake any steps to deal 

with the healthy and proper management of such institu- 
tions ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 have no present information re- 
garding such institutions in centrally administered territories, but an enquiry 
is being made and the result will be communicated to the Honourable Mem- 
ber in due course. 

Lala Bri] Kishore: Have any such existing institutions applied for help? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I shall inquire into that point. I 
have no immediate information on the subject. 

Papers fined and Presses forfeited under the Press Ordinances. 

398. *Bai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the names of the papers that have been fined under the two new 
Press Ordinances? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the names of the presses that 
have been forfeited under the two Press Ordinances? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar; I presume the Honourable Member 
refers io action taken under Ordinances .II and X of 1930. The information 
is being collected and will be supplied to him in due course. 

Health of Mr. V. J. Patel. 

399. *Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai: (a) Has the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to Dr. PatePs statement about the health of Mr. V. J. 
Patel, cr-Speakor of the Legislative Assembly, as published in the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika of January 4th, 1931? 

(b) If so, have Government verified the falsity or truthfulness of the 
statement referred to above? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Government have seen the state- 
ment referred to. 

(b) Government gave full consideration to all the medical reports before 
them, and released Mr. Patel as soon as these reports showed that release 
was advisable to enable him to obtain such medical advice and treatment as 
he might desire. In the circumstances they see no reason to take any 
further action. 
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Glassifioation of PounOAL Pbisonbbr. 

400. ♦Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Bai: Will Government be pleased to state 
what is their policy in connection with the classification of political prisoners 
in the present civil disobedience movement ? 

TOe Honourable Sdr James Orerar: The principles to be observed in 
classifying prisoners are stated ki a communqu4 issued by Government on 
19th February, 1930, to which the attention of the Honourable Idember is 
invited. 

Allegations against Soldiers at Rooreee. 

401. *Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the allegations made against several European military 
soldiers of Roorkee regarding the rape of the unmarried sister of an Indian 
soldier of King George’s Regiment and the forcible tiiking away of her 
ornaments and cash all amounting to about Rs. 1,250 on the night of 
31st December as published in the Hindi daily Biawamitra of 11th January 
1931? 

(h) If so, have Government taken any steps to verify the falsity or 
truthfulness of the allegations V 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (b). Government have received reports of 
this case, in connexion with which six British soldiers have now been com- 
mitted for trial in the Sessions Court. 

Rebellion in Tharrawady. 

402. *Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement regarding the recent Burma uprisings in 
Tharrawady mentioning therein the causes and the number of casualties 
on each side? 

(6) Has the rebellion been completely suppressed or is it still going on? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the statement I laid on the table on the 29th 
Januarv in reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 200. 

(b) ’rhe rebellion has been brought under control to a large extent, 
but operations are still necessary against small bands of rebels, who are 
committing dacoities in which houses are burnt down and innocent vil- 
lagers murdered. 

Aeroplanes hovering over Babdoli. 

403. *Rai Bahadur Sukhra] Rai: (a) Is it a. fact that aeroplanes are 
hovering over Bardoli, as appears from a photograph published in the 
pictorial column of the Lolcmanya Hindi daily of the 11th January, 1931? 

(b) If go, what is the purpose for which they have been brought there? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) No Government aeroplanes have been or are 
hovering over Bardoli, though it is possible that some may have passed 
over Bardoli on their way to Poona or Bangalore some months ago. 

Government have no information as regards privately owned aero- 
planeS. 

(b) Does not arise. 

B ‘j 



702 


LEaiSLATlVE ASSEMBLY. 


[llTH Fbp. 1931^ 

Iniernment at Lakki Village of Tota Singh of Peshawar. 

404. ’"Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that Tota Singh, son of Bam 
Singh, furniture merchant of Peshawar has been ordered under sections 
3 (c) and (d) of the North West Frontier Province Seciuity Begulation, 
1022, to reside in Lakki village in Bannu District and has further been 
ordered to refrain from all manner of anti-Government propaganda or other 
activity ? 

(b) When was the order served upon Tota Singh, and what amount 
i)f maintenance was granted to him ? Is it a fact that the said Tota Singh 
made several representations to the Frontier Administration to be 
informed as to the charges against him which have led to his internment? 
Is it a fact his representations have not been acknowledged and that no 
reply has been sent to the said Tota Singh? If so, why? Is it a fact 
that Tota Singh s father also made similar representation and he too has 
been similarly treated? 

(ic) Will Government be pleased to state now what acts of Tota Singh 
wore considered to be prejudicial to the peace and good government of 
the North-West Frontier Province? Will Government be pleased to 
define what is the precise meaning of “anti-Government propetganda or 
other activity” and state which is the competent authority to pronounce 
upon the activities of an individual whether they fall within the above 
description? 

(d) Is it a fact that Tota Singh is a member of a firm known as 
Bam Singh and Sons of Peshawar? Is it a fact that this firm has 
l^een paying income-tax? If so, since when and what is the income of 
the firm which has been assessed to income-tax? 

(e) Is it a fact that Tota Singh complained of the insufficiency of main- 
tenance allowance? Has any step been taken to give him adequate 
maintenance? If not, why notl 

(/) Is it a fact that there are no medical facilities available in Lakki 
village especially for ladies? Is it a fact that Mrs. Tota Singh had been 
suffering from some female disease and Tota Singh requested the Fron- 
tier authorities to change his place of internment from Lakki to Bannu 
in order to enable him to secure medical aid for his wife? Was his 
request granted or not? If not, why not? 

(g) How long has 'J'ota Singh been interned now? When do tho 
Government intend to release him? Did Tota Singh offer himself to bo 
tried in a judicial court? If so, why has he not been tried in such a 
court ? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson: A report has been called for and the information 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member when received. 

• Sikhs prosecuted for wearing Long Ktrpans. 

405. *Sardar Sant Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the kirpans possessed or 
carried by Sikhs, are exempt from tho operation of the Arms Act, 1878, 
throughout India? If so, will Government be pleased to state the num- 
ber of Sikhs who have been arrested and prosecuted in Bombay Presidency 
for wearing long kirpans? If so, w^hy? How manv are undergoing 
sentence for wearing kirpans? Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the judgment of the Honourable M. Hanison and H. Scott Smith, 
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Judges of the Lahore High Court published in 6 India Law Eeports, 
Lahore Series, page 308, holding that sword and kirpan are interchange- 
able expressions? 

(6) If so, are Government prepared to consider the question of releasing 
the Sikhs, if any, undergoing sentence for possessing kirpans of the length 
of a sword? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar; (a) The nature of exemption varies in 
different provinces. In Bombay Presidency there are restrictions on the 
wearing of kirpans with blades exceeding 9 inches in length. I have as- 
certained that there arc no Sikhs undergoing imprisonment in that Presi- 
dency for the contravention in this respect of the rules under the Arms 
Act. I have seen the judgment to which the Honourable Member refers. 

(6) Docs not arise. 

Representations of Muslims in the Railway Services. 

406. *Maulvi Muham mad Yakub: What steps were taken by Govern- 
ment during the last year to secure proper representation of Muslims 
in the railway services and with what result? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsonsi: I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
reply given to question No. 344 asked by Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon on 
the 3rd February, 1931. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: My question is not identical with his and t 
do not think the reply to his question can reply to mine. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, in the reply to SetH Haji Abdoola Haroon 's 
question I said that a memorandum would be placed in the Library of the 
House giving full information as to the steps taken to secure the repre- 
sentation of minority communities, and particularly the Muslim com- 
munity, in the railway services. That memorandum is now in course of 
preparation and I think will be ready in a few days. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: I did not inquire about the minority com- 
munities. My question is about the representation of Muslims. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: That will be dealt with in the memorandum. 

Charges for Hospital Treatment of Dr. McDermott when 
WOUNDED IN Lahore. 

407. ♦Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Is it a fact that Dr. (Miss) 

McDermott, attached to the Lady Hardim^e Medical College, Delhi, who 
was wounded when an attempt was recently made on the life of the Gov- 
ernor of the Punjab, was compelled to pay for her hospital treatment and 
had also to forego her salary for the period of her absence from duty? 

(6) Do Government propose to take steps to remedy the loss which she 
had to sustain? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) No. The 

Hcnourabl*^. Member’s information is altogether incorrect. There has never 
been any question of Dr. McDermott losing any of her salary during her 
absence from duty, or of her being called upon to bear the expenses of 
her treatment in hospital. 

i*b) Does not arise. 
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Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it not a fact that Miss McDermott 
received a bill for over Rs. 60 for hospital treatment in Lahore? In view 
of the fact that this has apparently since been adjusted by the Dufferia 
Fund Committee, was Miss McDermott informed that she would not be 
called upon to pay it, prior to her case being ventilated in the Press? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husaln: The Honour- 
able Member’s information, as I have already said, is apparently incorrect. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Another question, Sir. Is it not a fact that 
members of the Women Medical Service are automatically placed on half- 
pay after 10 days absence from duty? If so, was Miss McDermott in- 
fer! jei that her pay would not be cut, prior to her case being ventilated in 
the Press? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: The Honour- 
able Member’s inference from the rules is not correct. 

Grant-tn-aid to thf Benares University. 

408. ’“Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) Are Government aware that 
there is a strong rumour to the effect that Government have withdrawn 
their grant-in-aid to the Benares Hindu University? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to make a full statement of their 
policy about the matter? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the reply given to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ’& 
question No. 44 on this subject on the 27th January, 1931. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: The policy of the Government about the 
institution was not stated in reply to that question, and I wanted to 
knov.' what was the policy of the Government as regards the grants made 
to institutions like this? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: To the extent 
to which it is possible to state Government policy in answer to a question, 
I claim that my answer did contain that statement. 

Promotion to Officers* Cadre of Railway Subordinates. 

409. * Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Is it a fact that in the case of 
railway men the Railway Board alone are competent to make promotions 
from the subordinates cadre to the officers cadre? 

(h) Are these promotions made on the recommendations made by the 
Agents of State Railways? 

(c) If the Agent of a State Railway ignores a senior subordinate, 
in spite of the recommendations of Divisional Superintendents, for his 
having an excellent record at his credit, has that subordinate the right of 
appeal to the Railway Beard? 

(d) If not, why is he denied this privilege? 

(e) If he has the right of appeal, what are the Agent s powers in with- 
holding such appeals? 

(/) If the Agents are empowered to withhold such appeals,, what i» 
the reason for giving them such power? 
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(g) Have the Bailway Board issued any instructions or rules for the 
“Submission of Memorials by 'SHibordinates**; if so, what are they? 

(h) What check do the Bailway Board exercise to see that no deserving 
senior man's case is ignored unjustly by an Agent? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsonsi: (a) Permanent promotions to the lower gazetted 
services are made by the Bailway Board, while similar promotions to the 
Superior Bailway Services are made by the Governor General in Council 
in consultation with the Public Service Commission. 

(b) In making thesb promotions, the Agent s recommendations are 
taken into consideration, 

(ic) No. 

(d) As promotions are made by strict selection, and as the Agent of a 
Railway is in the best position to judge the relative merits of subordinates 
ernpicyed under him, Government do not consider it necessary to concede 
the right of appeal against the Agent s recommendation. 

(e) and (/). Do not arise. 

(fif) No. 

(h) It has not hitherto been considered necessary to exercise any defi- 
nite check, but the question whether Agents should be asked to supply 
infermation about senior men not recommended is already under consi- 
deration. 

Promotion to Officers Cadre of Railway Subordinates. 

410. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Are the Railway Board prepared 
to consider the desirability of calling for annual reports on the w'orking of 
all senior subordinates when they reach the maximum stage of the sub- 
ordinates cadre, and the next step for them is promotion to the gazetted 
officers' cadre only, and decide all such promotions from tliosc reports? 

(h) Have the Railway Board fixed any criterion for the guidance of 
Agents when making such selections? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Government do not consider this necessary, 
but I would invite attention to my reply to part (h) of the Honourable 
Member’s question just now answered. 

(6) Yes; that the subordinates who, in their opinion, arc best qualified 
for promotioL should be recommended. 

Promotions on the North Western Railway. 

411. * Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) How many members of the 
ministerial establishment have been promoted as Assistant Personnel 
Officers on the North Western Railway since the formation of Divisions? 

(b) How many of them are the Superintendents of the Railway Board's 
Office and how many Superintendents of the Agent's Office? 

(ic) Were all these Superintendents experienced in establishment 
matters and rules? If not, what were their special qualifications? 

(d) How many Superintendents of their office have the Board sent to 
other State Railways in India? 
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(e) What were the reasons for sending so many to the North Western 
Bailway alone? 

(f) Have the Railway Board taken any North Western Railway senior 
men in the vacancies caused by the transfer of these Superintendents, or 
have clerks of the Board’s own office been promoted? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
this aufl tli^* following question together. I am collecting certain informa- 
tion and will send a full reply to the Honourable Member when it is 
ready. 


Promotions on the North Western Railway. 

t412« *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar: (a) Is it a fact that no Sikh has so 
far been promoted as Assistant Personnel Officer on the North Western 
Railway ? 

(h) Is no suitable Sikh available on the North Western Railway? 

(c) Is it a fact that more than half the Assistant Personnel Officers on 
the North Western Railway are Hindus? 

(d) Are the Railway Board prepared to order the Agent, North Western 
Railway, to distribute Assistant Personnel Officers appointments amongst 
all the Communities proportionately, and promote at least two Sikhs? 

Erection of a Building for the Imperial Library at Delhi. 


413. *Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria: (a) Is it a fact that a big 
building has been erected for the Imperial Library at Delhi? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to say how much has been spent on the building? 

T1*8 Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-l-Husain: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Indian Delegation to the International Labour Conference. 

414. *Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if any representation or suggestions were received from representative 
organisations of workers or employers regarding the personnel of the Indian 
Delegation to the International Labour Conference (1930) from the Central 
Provinces and Berar? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if any representative of workers 
or employers in the Central Provinces and Berar was selected by Govern- 
ment for the 1930 Session? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) is in the negative, do Government propose 
to consider the claims of the Central Provinces and Berar in selecting the 
1931 delegation of employers and workers? 

(d) Have Government received any suggestions this year in this 
behalf? 


t For answer to this question, aee answer to stari'ed question No. 411. 
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Mr. Tin TQt: (a) Nominations were received from certain workers’ asso- 
ciations in Nagpur. 

(h) None of these nominees was selected. 

(c) The claims of all persons recommended for this purpose by repre- 
se.itative organisations of employers or workers are being duly considered. 

(d) Becommendations have been received from certain associations in 
the Central Provinces and Berar. 

Inconvenient Train Service from Ktsuenoanj ro Bursoi. 

415. *Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman: (a) Are Government aware that two 
out of four trains of the Eastern Bengal Eailway from Kishcngunj to Bursoi 
and vice versa having been recently discontinued, and that in consequence 
the travelling public have been put to great inconvenience and hardship 
as they have to wait on the way from 8 to 12 hours in order to avail 
themselves of a corresponding connecting train on the Eastern Bengal 
and East Indian Bailways? 

(6) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of mitigat- 
ing the liardship and inconvenience so entailed by directing the railway 
authority concerned either to increase the number of trains or so to alter 
and arrange the timing of the trains as to enable the travelling public 
to reach the corresponding connecting trains within a reasonablB time ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). It is not possible for Government 
to take part in the preparation of railway time tables, but I am having 
a copy of the Honourable Member’s question sQnt to the Agent of the 
Eastern Bengal Bail way for his information and consideration. 

Appointment of Muhammadans to the Engineering Branch of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

416. *Lieut. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim AliKhan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to place on the table the mrniber of the Selection Grade appoint- 
ments in the Engineering Branch of the Posts and Telegraphs Pepart- 
ment throughout India, and the Selection Grade appointments held by 
Muhammadans, Hindus, Christians and other communities in that Branch? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no Muhammadan holding the Selection 
grade appointment in that Branch? If so, will Government be pleased 
to state the number of Muhammadans who passed the Selection Grade 
Examination held in December 1929; and whether any of them has been 
provided for to remove the communal grievances? Have Government taken 
any action to see that the Muhammadans are justifiably provided in the 
new vacancies filled up by the different communities? 

(c) Will Government state the number of Muhammadans employed 
as clerks in the Engineering Branch since 1924 to the end of 1930, in 
different Circles? 

(d) Are Government prepared to take immediate action to ensure 
that a due share is given to the Muhammadans in the recruitment of clerks, 
and that the Selection Grade appointments are justly allotted to them in 
that Branch of the Post and Telegraphs Department ? 

Mr. Tin Tiit: (a), (i) and (c). Information is being collected and will 
be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 
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The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the replies 
given by the Honourable Sir A. C. McWatters and the Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra on the 6th September, 1928, and 80th January, 
1929, to Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim s starred questions Nos. 72 and 330, respect- 
ively, in the Legislative Assembly. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Office of the Railway Boarit. 

417. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government kindly 

state whether it is a fact : 

(i) that out of the seven Superintendents in the office of the Railway 

Board there is not a single Muslim; 

(ii) that out of the First Division clerks there are only two Muslims 

out of a total of 32; 

(iii) that iii tlio Second Divis‘oii clerical cadre there are only six 

Muslims out of a total of 45; 

(iv) that among Third Division clerks there are only 5 out of a total 

of 26, and that there is no Muslim typist or draftsman? 

(b) From which year these figures stand, as far as Muslim representa- 
tion is concerned? 

Mr, A. A. L, Parsons: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) There are two permanent and one officiating out of 33 posts. 

(iii) There are two permanent and eight officiating out of 46 posts. 

(iv) There are one permanent and five officiating out of 30 posts; of 
the five officiating, two are typists. There is one Muslim draftsman. 

(b) These figures are for February this year. 

Numbers of Daily Wage-Earners on Railways. 

418. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
whether it can not be arranged to have a figure in the Report of the Rail- 
way Board, exclusively of the %vage-eamers, as opposed to those who are 
paid on a monthly basis? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am not sure that I understand exactly what 
the Honourable Member suggests. Even where railway employees are 
daily rated, they are monthly paid. If his suggestion is that the num- 
ber of daily rated monthly paid employees should be shown separately in 
the Report, the suggestion is being considered. 

Misappropriations on the Assam-Benoal Railway. 

419 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 

how much the Assam-Bengal Railway has lost in misappropriation by their 
servants during the last two years ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The amounts are as follows: 


1928-29 

29-30 


Bs. 

Nil 

57 , 41 & 
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Musum Ofvicebs on certain Railways. 

420. *Mr. Muhammad Anwax-ul-Azim: (a) How many staff officers are 
there in the following Railways and how many of them are Muslims: 

(1) Assam Bengal Railway. 

(2) Eastern Bengal Ikailway. 

(3) East Indian Railway V 

(b) What are their duties and when were they appointed? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have called for certain information and will 
communicate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

J 

Expenditure on Litigation by the Assam-Bengal and Eastern Bengal 

Railways. 

4213 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state, 
liow much the Assam-Bongal Railway and Eastern Bengal Railway have 
spent, during the last two years in litigation? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: The amounts shown under law charges in the 
accounts of the railways for the last two years for which accounts have been 
compiled are as follows: 

Rs. 

Asi^am-Bengal Railway ..... 22,648 

Kastern Bengal Railway . . . % . .68,199 

It does not follow that these sums were spent solely on litigation. 

Assistant Traffic Superintendents on the Assam-Bengal and Eastern 
Bengal Railways. 

422. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
what are the qualifications of A. T. Superintendents who are now employed 
hy the Assam-Bengal Railway and Eastern Bengal Railway and how many 
of them are Muslims and what is their total cadre? 

Mr. A., A. L. Parsons: I presume the Honourable Member refers to the 
educational qualifications of these officers. I have called for this infor- 
mation and will send it to the Honourable Member when received. 

The total number of sanctioned posts of Assistant Traffic Superintend- 
ents, including probationers, on the Eastern Bengal Railway is 24 and on 
the Assam-Bengal Railway 8; of those 4 on the Eastern Bengal Railway 
and 1 on the Assam-Bengal Railway are held by Muslims. 

Representation of Muslims in Accounts Offices. 

423. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
whether it is a fact that there is not a single Muslim in the clerical cadres 
of the offices of the Accountant General, Central Revenues and Controller 
of Civil Accounts and the office of the Auditor General? If so, why?' 
What is their total cadre and what is the percentage of Muslim represen- 
tation therein? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The reply to the first part of 
the question is in the negative. The total clerical strength of the offices 
of the Accountant-General, Central Eevenues and the Auditor-General, 
and the percentage of Muslim representation is: 



Total. 

Percentage of 


strength. 

Muslim repre- 
sentation. 

Auditor-General 

80 

11*25 

Accountant-General, Central Revenues 

236 

7*66 


The Controller of Civil Accounts has no separate office. He and the Audit- 
or General have a common establishment. 

It may interest the Honourable Member to see how the position is 
changing, and for this purpose to compare the present percentages with 
those of previous years. The figures are as follows: 

31-12-28. 31-12-29. To-day. 

Auditor -General ..... 7*70 9‘88 11*25 

Accountant-General, Central Revenues . 6*69 6*46 7*66 

Misuse of Postcards by Illiterate People. 

424. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that Govern- 
ment issue reply postcards? 

(h) Are Government aware that illiterate people misuse somehow the 
reply side of the postcard and write on the reply card what is necessary 
for the other? 

(c) Do Government know that the Post Offices return the whole card by 
stamping the unused card and returning it to the sender? 

(d) Cannot Government do something by which the illiterate people 
could save this half an anna by instructing the Post Offices to take care 
not to stamp dates on wrong cards? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes. 

{h) to (d). The Honourable Member’s question is not very clear; but 
if the Honourable Member suggests that, when the sender of a reply post- 
card writes his original communication by mistake on the reply portion 
of the card, the whole card is returned to him by the Post Office that is 
not the case. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Upper Division of the Office of the 
Director General of Posts and ^Telegraphs. 

425. •Mr. Muliammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state what is the total strength of clerks at present in the 
Upper Division (including the posts of stenographers) in the establish- 
ment of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs? How many of 
them are non-Muslims and how many Muslims? Do the numbers show 
the preponderance of any one community in this particular service? If 
so, which community has the preponderance, and why ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state how many vacancies in the 
"Upper Division (including the posts of stenographers) in the office of the 
‘Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, occurred since May 1926 up till 
now? How many of them have been filled up by non-Muslims and how 
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many by Muslims? Do the numbers show the preponderance of any one 
class over the Muslims? If so, will Government be pleased to state whe-. 
ther the appointments in the Upper Division have been filled up in 
accordance with the policy of Government to give the Muslims their due 
fehare 1 

(c) Is it a fact that ten vacancies in the Upper Division in the office 
of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs occurred during the period 
from April 1926 to the 31st December, 1927 and they were all filled up by 
Non-Muslims? Tf so, wh,> were the claims of other communities oveiv 
Jooked? Is it a fact that the non-Muslims already form an overwhelming 
majority on this cadre? 

(d) Is it a fact that four vacancies in the Upper Division were filled up 

since the 1st February, 1928, and none of them by Muslims? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state whether this was in accordance with the 
policy of Government regarding the prevention of preponderance of any 
particular community, as explained in reply to starred question No. 352, 
dated the 7th March, 1928? If not, why not? I 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) 116, of which 8 are held by Muslims and the 
remainder by non-Muslims. Hindus predominate in this establishment 
owing to the fact that, prior to the issue of the orders of the Government 
of India, recruitment had been made without attaching weight to com- 
munal preponderance. 

(h) 15. 

13 by non-Muslims, 2 by Muslims. 

Yes, if regard is given only to the dates mentioned by the Honourable 
Member who carefully excludes four Muslims appointed to the First Divi- 
sion in the three years before May, 1926. 

Out of the 15 posts filled, 8 were filled by promotion from the Lower 
Division clerks. Of the seven posts filled by recruits, three were filled 
by stenographers, who were appointed owing' to their special competence 
In stenography. In the cjise of tlie remaining four recruits, who were all 
Hindus, the orders of the Government of India were not literally observed;' 
but I would point out that since, 1923 special attention has been given to 
the appointment of Muslims, with the result that out of 23 vacancies in 
the Upper Division, six were given to Muslims and one to a Christian. 

(c) Yes. 

The answer to the second part is that, of the 10 vacancies, 6 were filled 
by promotion, and 3 from Hindu recruits. But in January, 1928, which 
the Honourable Member has taken pains to exclude, two Muslims were 
promoted. 

(/Z) Yes. As already explained in my reply to part (h), three of the 
four were stenographers. The answer to the second part is that three out 
of the four recruits required special qualifications as stenographers and that 
rules regarding preponderance wore therefore not observed. 

Appointment of Muslims as Head Assistants in the Office of thb 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

426. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: With reference to the reply 
given to starred question No. 363, dated the 7th March, 1928, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether there is any chance for Muslim offi- 
cials to be promoted to the rank of Head Assistants (new sectional 
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Suptrintendent) in the oflSce of the Birector-General, Posts and Telegraphs 
in the near future? If the reply is in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state how long the Muslim community will remain unrepresented 
in these selection grade appointments? 

Mr. Tin Tiit: As the Muslim assistants in the Ofl&ce of the Director- 
•General are all comparatively junior, it is unlikely that any of them will 
be promoted to the rank of Head Assistant in the near future and until 
such promotion takes place the selection grade appointments cannot I 
fear be held by Muslims. 

■Appointment op Muslims as Head Assistants in the Office of the 
Direotob General of Po.<«ts and Telegraphs. 

427. •Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether Messrs. Sachchidananda Chatterji and Lalit 
Mohan Ghose were allowed to supersede several ‘‘sufficiently senior’* and 
■fit officials for promotion to the rank of the sectional Superintendents in the 
offic3 of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs? 

(6) If so, did they attain “sufficient seniority” for these selection 
-grade appointments? 

(c) If the reply to part (6) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state what exactly is the criterion for judging the attainment 
of “sufficient seniority” for these appointments? If the reply to part (6) 
is in the negative, will Government be pleased to state whether the same 
principle of supersession cannot be applied in the case of Muslim officials? 
Is it the fact that none of the posts of Head Assistant (now sectional 
Superintendent) has over been held by a Muslim official? 

(d) Are Government aware that there is a real grievance of the Muslim 
■community in respect of these Selection Grade appointments? If so. how 
do Government propose to redress it? 

Mr. H. A. Sams': (a) Yes, Messrs. Sachchidananda Chatterji and Lalit 
Mohan Ghosh superseded certain senior officials because, when the vacan- 
cies occurred, Messrs Chatterji and L. M. Ghosh were the most senior who 
were held to be fitted to fill the particular posts to which they were 
i^ppointed. 

(b) Yes, if by “sufficient seniority” the Honourable Member means 
that the officials had sufficient service for their names to be considered with 
reference to filling the posts in question. 

(c) The claims of officials for such posts are considered in order or 
seniority in making the selection. The second part of this question doerf 
not arise. Reply to the third part is “Yes”. 

(d) No. The second part does not arise. 

Reductions in the Office of the DiREoroB General of Posts and 

Telegraphs. 

428. •Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Will Government b^ 
pleased to state whether the recommendations of Rai Bahadur J. P. 
Ganguly made in 1928 in respect of reduction of the office establishment 
of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, have been accepted in toto 
or partially by Government? 
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(b) If those recommendations have been accepted in toto will Govenir 
ment be pleased to state when full effect to the recommendations will 
be given? 

(c) If the recommendations have been partially accepted, have those 
been fully carried into effect? If not, do Government propose to super- 
annuate forthwith officials of the office of the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, who are on the verge of completion of their service? If not, 
why not? 

Mr. Tin Tut: (a) The recommendations have been accepted partially by 
Government. 

(lb) Does not arise. 

(«) The recommendations have been carried into effect to the extent to 
which they have been accepted by Government. 

Clerks entrusted with Duties of Assistants in the Office of the Direo- 
TOR General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

429. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the duties of the assistants in the office of the Director- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, involve higher responsibilities than those of 
the clerks in the same office? If the reply is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased tc* state whether some clerks in that office are entrusted 
with the duties of assistants without extra remuneration? If so, why? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative, and to the second part in the negative. The third part does 
not arise. 

Duties of Superintendents in the Office of the Director General of 

Posts and Telegraphs. 

430. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the responsibilities of the highly paid sectional Superinten- 
dents in the office of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, have been 
increased since the office has been declared as an attached office? If so, 
whether the Superintendents of all the Branches of the office deal with 
important cases personally and pass cases submitted by their assistants 
and clerks to officers concenicd, as is the procedure followed in other 
attached offices of tlie Government of India? If not, wliy not? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: The reply to the first t^vo parts of the question is in 
the affinnative. The hist part does not arise. 

Duties of Record Lifters in the Office of the Director General of 

Posts and Tet^egraphs. 

431. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Is it a fact that some of the 
record lifters in the office of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
arc compelled to do clerical work without due remuneration? If so, are 
Government prepared to arrange an extra allowance for such work? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: Clerical work is not an ordinary part of the duties of a 
record lifter. Sometimes they are employed on routine work, but Gov- 
ernment do not consider this affords any justification for an increase in 
their remuneration. 
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Appointment of Muslim Supebintendbnts in Govbenmbnt of India 

Offices. 

432. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: is it a fact that there is no 
Muslim Superintendent in any of the offices of the Government of India? 
If so, why? If there are any, out of how many all over? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: No. There are at present four 
Muslims holding posts as Superintendents in the Secretariat. 


Special Officers and their Staffs employed by the Railway Boabd» 

433. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please state 
how many special officers there are now working under the Railway Board 
and how arc they being paid? What establishments have they got to work 
with? Arc Muslims represented up to one third in those establishments? 
If not, w^hy not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: There are 16 officers on special duty under the 
Railway Board. They are paid from railway revenues. The following 
are the details of the establishments working under them : 


Clerks and Stenographers 34 

Duftry 1 

Peons 22 


I have called for information as to how many of the clerks and steno- 
graphers are Muslims and will communicate with the Honourable Member 
w'hen it is received. 

I ! 

Employment of Muslims in the Railway Clearing Office. 

434. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of Muslims employed in the Railway Clearing Office, 
including Rates Branch, Delhi, as clerks, Sub-Heads, Accountants and 
Officers, as compared with other communities employed therein in these 
categories ? 

(b) If Muslims are not fairly represented, what steps have been taken 
by Government to bring about their fair representation ? Have any instruc- 
tions been given by Government to accord preferential treatment to 
Muslims, their services being retained m the impending reductions in those 
offices? If nothing has been done so far, do Government propose now to 
take this opportunity to adjust communal inequalities? 

(c) Is it a fact that Muslim matriculates are being retrenched whereas 
a large number of Hindu non-rnatriculatcs liave been retained in these 
offices ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) There is no Muslim gazetted officer at pre- 
sent posted to the Clearing Accounts Office (including Rates Branch). 

As regards the subordinate ranks, Government regret that they are not 
prepared to give figures showing the composition, by communities, of the 
staff of each individual railway office ; but they are arranging to show the 
Accounts Department separately in the statements now given in the Admi- 
nistration Reports showing the composition, by communities, of subor- 
dinate staff on Railways. 
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(h) No special instructions have been issued for the preferential .treat- 
ment of Muslims in connection with the impending reduction of staff in 
that office. General orders, however, have Been issued regarding the repre- 
sentation of minority communities, and the Director, Clearing Accounts 
Office, is aware of these instructions. 

(;(•) No. 


Employment of Muslims in Arsenals. 

435. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government be pleased to 

state the number of Muslim clerks, storekeepers, and supervisors em- 
ployed in the various arsenals in India as compared with other communi- 
ties? If .Muslims are not fairly represented in these services, what steps 
Government propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The figures for clerks, Assistant Storekeepers and 
Storemen are as follows : 

Clerha , — ^Hindus 321, Muslims 97, Sikhs 46, and other communities 
64. 

Assistant Storekeepers . — Hindus 9, Muslims 5, Sikhs 2 and other 
comnuinitics 1 . 

Storemen . — Hindus 49. Muslims 24, Sikhs 18 and other communities 
9. 

These hgures give a ]K»rcontage of 41 for minority communities taken 
together, and nearly 20 for Muslims. 

Supervisors in arsenals are employed on a te'mporary basis. As their 
numbers fluctuate from dav to day, it is not possible to furnish the Hon- 
ourable Member with the infomiation desired in respect to this class. 

Employment of Muslims in the Provision Section of the Master General 

OF Ordnance’s Branch. 

436. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Is it a fact that Indians have 
replaced a large number of l^ritish subordinates in the Provision Section 
of the Master General of Ordnance Branch, Army Headquarters, and that 
in spite of the fact that names of Muslims were forwarded by arsenals, not 
a single Muslim has been taken? If so, why? 

Mr. G. M. Young: 17 British other ranks have been replaced by Indians 
in the office in question. A few Muslim clerks of the Indian Army Ordnance 
Corps were recommended for these vacancies, hut were not considered 
qualified. Applications have since been received from some qualified 
Muslim candidates: and these will be considered when occasion arises. 
10 Muslim clerks arc already employed in this office. 

Status of Indians in East Africa. 

437. ♦Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if the 
Secretary of State for India or the East African (Indian^ Congress or any 
person or body of persons in India or East Africa had asked them to send 
a representative or representatives to assist discussion before the Joint 
Committee of Parliament that met in London last December on the East 
African question ? 


0 
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(6)- If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to mention the name of the person or j)6rsons specially deputed in. 
the above case? 

(c) Did the non-official Indian deputation from East Africa or did Pandit 
Hirday Nath Kunzru ask for any assistance from the Government of India 
or the India Office at the time? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if the Secretary of State for 
India or the Government of India was asked bv the Joint Parliamentary 
Cloinmittee to restate their position on the East African question? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if the position and status of 
Indians in East Africa's Government has improved since the publication 
of the last White Paper on the subject? 


The Honourable Khan Bahadur lOLan Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. But the Honourable Member’s attention is invited 
to the answer given by me on the 2nd instant to part (h) of Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh’s question No. 275. 

(fc) I am not quite clear to which Indian deputation from East Africa 
th(^ Honourable Member is referring. If he is referring to the Indian Dele- 
gation from East Africa that visited India in September, 1929, I may state 
that the Delegation informed the Government of India of their proposal 
to send a deputation to London to j)ut the Indian ease before His ISfajesty’s 
Government before any ordcTs were passed on the Hilton-Young Commis- 
sion’s Peport, and requested the Government of India to nominate a repre- 
sentative to accompany that deputation. This was long before the white 
Paf)ers were issued by His Majesty’s Government and had no reference to 
representation before the Joint Select Committee of Parliament. Pandit 
Hirday Nath Kunzru did not ask for any assistance from the Government 
of India. I have no information whether any assistance was asked for 
from the India Office. 

(//) The Government of India were invited by the Colonial Office through 
the Secretary of State for India to express their views on the Closer Union 
Scheme, as set out in the White Paper issued by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, in order that these views may be placed before the Joint Select Com- 
mittee. 

(c) The last White Paper which touches on the position of Indians in 
East Africa was issued laat year. It contained a statement of the con- 
clusions of His Majesty’s Government and has been referred to a Joint 
Select Committee of Parliament. As the matter is under consideration, 
the position of Indians has not altered .since the issue of the White Paper. 

Mr. B. Das: With reference to part (r) of the question, is not the 
Hono\iral)lc gentleman aware that a deputation went from East Africa to 
appear before the Joint Parliamentary Select Committee and Pandit 
Hirday Nath Kunzru also left India to assist that deputation last Decem- 
ber? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husa!n : I am afraid 
I am not aware, whether any Indians left East Africa as a deputation, but I 
do know that Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru left India. Whether he was 
the sole delegate or one of many I have no information. 
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Mr. N, M. Joshl: May I ask if the Joint Parliamentary Committee pro* 
pose to hear personally the representative of the Government of India on 
this subject? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faal-i-Husain: That is my in- 
formation, Sir. 

Mr. N. M. Joehi: Will they also hear personally the representatives of 
anv other associations interested in this matter? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: That I do not 
know. Sir. 

Xt. B. Dae: May I ask the Honourable Member whether the Secretary 
of State did not think it worth while to ask for a deputation from East 
Africa when the Joint Parliamentary Committee was consulting them on 
this matter last December? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Is the Hon- 
ourable Member referring to the Secretary of State for the Colonies? 

Mr, B. Das: No; the Secretary of State for India, because he is the 
mouthpiece of the Government of India in this matter. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain; Undoubtedly; 
but T have stated in reply to the Honourable Member’s question, part (d)f 
lliat he has asked us to send a representative to place our case before the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. B. Das: Put did not the Secretary of State consult the Honour- 
able Member whether it was advisable that a deputation of Indians from 
East .Africa was necessary at that stage to be placed before the Colonial 
Ofhee and the Joint l^arliamentary Committee? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: No, Sir. 

Mr, B, Das: I think the Secretary of State acted unwisely and that 
ho did not properly gauge the situation in India. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I am afraid I 
have not caught that. 

Result of Protection given to the Tata Iron and Steel CompanYi 

438. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual revenue derived during the years 1928, 1929 and 1930 as a 
result of protection given to the Tata Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., under the 
Steel Protection Act of 1927? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The amounts of protective duty 
(‘ollccted on iron and steel in 1928, 1929 and 1030 exceeded the amounts 
of duty that would h.ave been collected on the same amounts of iron .and 
steel had it been assessed at 10 per cent, ad valorem, by approximately 148 
lakhs, 110 Inkhe and 74 lakhs respectively. It does not, of course, follow 
lhat the whole of these sums represents additional revenue resulting from 
the imposition of the protective duties, since presumably the volume of 
ii’on and steel materials that would h.ave been imported if those duties 
had not been imposed would have been greater than the volume 
of the materials actually imported, . aud . the duty eollected 
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at 10 per cent, might therefore have exceeded that which has been taken in 
the calculations given above. Any estimate of what to allow for tbia 
factor must be conjectural. 

Seth Ha]i Abdoola Haroon: May 1 know for how long the consumer 
will have to suffer on account of giving protection to the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Will the Honourable Member repeat 
his question? It seemed to me that it concerned my Department? 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: My question is this. On account of the 
protection which the Tata Company is given, 1 want to know for how long 
the consumer will have to pay a higher price than actually he would have 
paid if only 10 per cent, duty had been charged? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: According to the decision of the 
Legislature, up to the 31st of March, 1934. 

Quantity of Steel and Iron imported into India before and after 
Enactment of the Steel Protection Act. 

439. *Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: Will Government be pleased to state 
the actual quantity of foreign steel and iron imported into India together 
with their values during the two years preceding the enactment of the 
Steel Protection Act and two years after the Act has been in force? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: With your permission, Sir, I pro 
fose to reply to question Nos. 439 and 440 together. 

A statement furnishing the information so far as it is availahlft is laid 
on the table. 


A 

Statement showing the quantity and, value of foreign iron and steel importetf I’nto Tndia 
during the yea^s 1925-26 to 1928-29. 


Years. 

Quantifcy. 

1 

Value. 







Tons. 

1 Rs. 

1925-20 . 

• 





69,'5,528 

15,83,30,096 

1926-27 


f m t 

# • 

• 

. 

625,956 

U,.36,11,U3 

1927-28 . 

• 

* # 

• • 

• 

• 

907,025 

18,38,47,162 

1928r29 . 

• 

, 

9 

t 

1 

• 

911,175 

17,22,68,783 





Qtnfsttidtrs aib AKiwiai. 


m 


/?ktliifnefi4 dewing the guahtity bf imported gaUfdfiiied eheefe, ei during the years 1928-29 

and 1929-30. 


Articles. 

1928-29. 

1920-30. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

(a) (i) Galvanised sheets (including galvanised 

plates) • . . . . , . 

326,237 

267,662 

(ii) Galvanised pipes < . , . 

Not availbble. 


(6) Chrome steel points and crossings . 

J3o. 


(c) Bearing plates 

Do. 


(d) Fish bolts 

Do. 


(e) Revets, washers and nails (other than Wire 
nail4) ........ 

18,671 

16,682 

if) Dog apikes ' 

1 

Not available. 


(g) Stretcher bars 

Do. 


{h) Gibbs and Cotters 

Do. 


, Quantity of Galvanised Sheets, Pipes, 

BTC., IMPORTED INTO ISUIA. 


t440. *Setli Haji Abdoola Haioon: Will Oovemment be pleased io stats 
thf^ actual quantity of: 

(a) galvanised sheets and pipes, 

{b) chrome steel points and crossings, 

(c) bearing plates, 

(d) fish bolte, 

(e) rivets, 

(/) dog spikes, 

(g) stretcher bars, 

(h) gibbs and cotters, 

imported into India during the last two years? 

t For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 439. 
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The Railway Staff College at Dehba Duk. 

441. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) names and qualifications of all the members of the instructional 

staff at ihe Railway Staff College at Dehra Dun ; 

(b) details about their pay and emoluments and also of pensions, 

if entitled to any; 

(c) whether students have to contribute anything towards expendi- 

ture of the institution; and 

.{d) the maximum period which students normally take to finish 
their course at the institution? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: T have called for certain information from the 
Principal of the Railway Staff College and will communicate with the Hon- 
ourable Member on its receipt. 


Railway Publicity Officers at London and New York. 

442. "^Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) names and qualifications of the Railway Publicity Officers at 

London and New York respectively; 

(b) particulars about their pay, emoluments and tenure of service ; 

(c) number of Indians employed on their staffs; 

(d) name of any other Asiatic country that has a Railway Publicity 

Office cither in London or New York; and 

(e) names of the European countries that have established similar 

Publicity Offices at those places? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) There are no Indian clerks. 

(d) Government are not aw^are whether any Asiatic country as such 
has a Railway Publicity Office in London or America, but there are offices 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha both in London and in America, which issue 
monthly an overseas travel magazine and take necessary steps to encourage 
.tourists to visit Japan. It is understood also that travel information about 
Siam is available with the Japanese Bureau in New York and that in- 
formation about travel facilities in China can also be obtained in New 
York. 

(e) Definite information is not available showing how many foreign 
countries have railway publicity offices in London and America, but it is 
known that there are a number of publicity offices run either by railways 
themselves or by the Governments concerned to encourage tourists to 
visit their respective countries. Among foreign countries and British 
Dominions represented in London are Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
France, Italy, Germany and Norway, while in America there are England, 
Canada, South Africa, Germany, France, Italy, Switzerland and Spain. 
The above list docs not pretend to be complete and only includes the 
names of those countries about which information is available. 



Statement showing the names and qualifications of Publicity Officers at London and NewYorJs and particulars of their emolumente and 

tenure of service. 
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Bboohhbndations of tab Haj Cohmittbb. 

443. *Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have taken steps to give eiBEect to the recommendations ot 
the Haj Committee? If not, will they state the reasons for the same? 

(b) Will Government please state whether they are now prepared 
to give effect to the recommendations made in the Report of the Haj 
Committee? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) and (b). 
The Honourable Member is referred to the reply which I have given today 
to part (b) of Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin’s starred question No. 387. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon: May I know how many months have pass- 
ed since the Haj Committee made their Report? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Many months. 

Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : How long will the Government of India take 
to act on the recommendations of the Haj Committee? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Government 
here will act on the recommendations of the Haj Committee s Report as 
soon as the Reports from Local Governments are received. It does take 
time to receive Reports from Local Governments, and I am sure the 
Honourable Member will not be surprised to hear that when he knows very 
well of their preoccupations. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: I understand that question No. 444 is withdrawn. 
Is it correct, Sir? 

Mr. President: Yes, that is correct. 


Refusal of Leave in the Foreign and Political Department. 

446. ♦Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that there is a leave reserve establishment in the Foreign 
and Political Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that privilege leave is not ordinarily granted in this 
Department except on medical certificate? If so, why? 

(c) If the number of men on leave on medical certificate is more than 
the reserved strength, are Government prepared to consider the desirability 
of granting leave to others who require privilege leave on affairs other than 
persona] sickness? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer ques- 
tions Nos. 445 and 447 together. 

446. (a) Yes. 

(b) and (r). Leave is not ordinarily granted except on medical certi- 
ficate W’hen the number of absentees is in excess of the leave reserve, since 
the Department is not permitted to entertain substitutes in the place of 
men proceeding on leave. It is of course always prepared to examine 
exceptional cases of real necessity. 



QUBSltOKd A!^X) T^i 

447. (a) The answer to the first part of the question is in the tiegatiTe. 
The second part presumably relates to the case which seems to be relenfed 
to in parts (h) to {e) of the question, which I will now proceed to answer. 

The facts of this ease are as follows : 

In April last a clerk was allowed, as a special case, casual leave at the 
time of the move to Simla to enable him to see his father at Calcutta who 
was ill. While on this casual leave, he applied for a month’s leave on 
account of his daughters illness with typhoid, and this was at once 
granted. Although at the* time there were a large number of absentees 
and w'ork was badly congested, two extensions of this leave, totalling 17 
days, w^ere granted on account of the illness of his children. It was during 
this period of leave that his son’s death occurred. The Honourable Mem- 
ber will thus see that the clerk was not, as suggested, compelled to rejoin 
office when his children \vere on their death bed. 

Shortly after, resuming duty, the clerk again applied for a month’s 
leave from the 2nd of June to attend to the surviving son who was stated 
to be seriously ill. Owing to the serious shortage in the working strength 
of the office and the abnonnal stress of wwk at the time, it w^as only pos- 
sible to grant 12 days’ leave, of which however ho did not avail himself. 
The Honourable Member will, I hope, .agree with me that the clerk has 
been treated with all possible sympathy and consideration. 

(/) There has been no case in which leave applied for on medical certi- 
ficate has been refused, though actually under rule the mere possession of 
a medical certificate in itself docs not confer any right to leave. 

(ff) and (h). The acceptance of a medical certificate by a registered 
medical practitioner is permissible under rule 229 of Supplementary Eules 
framed under Fundamental Rules, but this rule also gives the authorities 
discretion to secure a second medical opinion from the Civil Surgeon. 

Late Office Hours in the Foreign and Politicai. Department. 

446. •Mr. £• P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that clerks in the Foreign and Political Department are 
desired to work very late hours to cope with the heavy rush of work? 

(6) If so, are Government taking any action to increase the staff, where 
necessary, to avoid late hour working and to save the health of the clerks 
in the interests of good aiid efficient work? Was a rule laid down during 
the Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon prescribing office hours to be strictly 
adhered to/ 

Mr. J. O. Acheson: («) Yes. 

(h) The staff has recently been increased by the appointment of 2 
Assistants and 8 clerks temporarily up to the 31st March, 1032. No rule 
of the kind referred to in the latter part of the question has been traced. 

Refusal of Leave in the Foreign and Political Department. 

f447, *Mt, K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that people have been refused leave in cases of alleged 
genuine necessity ' and in some cases the Assistant Secretary (Registrar), 
Foreign and Political Department, re-called men, although their children 
were seriously ill? 

t For answer to this question, see answer to piarrec’ question No. 445. 
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(b) Is it a fact that in one case he recalled a clerk whose three children 
were seriously ill and two of them died soon after he was compelled to re- 
join office? 

(c) Is it also a fact that one of the children died when he was at the 
Railway Station to leave for Simla? 

(d) Is it a fact that when he had joined office and was in Simla the 
news of the death of the second child was received and that, in spite of 
his repeated request, leave was refused to him though leave for four 
months to another clerk of tiie same Branch was granted without any 
substitute? 

(e) What was the justification for this treatment? 

(/) Are Government aware that men find it very difficult to get leave 
even on the submission of medical certificates? 

(ry) Do the Government rules allow of the submission of medical certi- 
ficates by registered and qualified private practitioners? 

(h) If the reply to part (g) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the reasons why such medical certificates are not accepted in 
the Foreign and Political Department? 


Non-grant op Holidays tn toe Foreign and Political Dbpartaibnt. 

448. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) How many closed holidays are granted 
in the Imperial Secretariat? 

(b) How many of these were enjoyed by the Issue and Cipher Sections 
of the Foreign and Political Department during the last six months? 

(c) Is it not a fact that written orders have been issued by the Assistant 
Secretary (Registrar) requiring the members of the Cipher and Issue Sec- 
tions to wwk till late hours every day and to attend on closed holidays, 
including Sundays? 

(d) If there is much work in these Branches have Government con- 
sidered the question of increasing the staff of these Branches? If so, in 
what way? 

Mr. J, G. Acheson: (n) Sixteen in the year. 

(6) Phe holidays have been granted in all cases. 

(c) No such istandiui) orders have of course been issued, but from time 
to time developments on the frontier and elsewhere necessitate some over- 
time and holiday working by the two branches in question as well as other 
branches. Orders of this nature are usually issued on the authority of 
superior officers. The pressure falls on officers and clerks alike, and every 
effort is made by the superior officers to afford relief to the clerks con- 
cerned by the employment of temporary personnel when this is really 
necessary. 

(d) The staff of the Issue Branch has recently ^ been increased. 
Apart from this the Department is examining the question how any fur- 
ther relief can be obtained consistently with the need for economy. It 
will be realised that a permanent increase of staff in order to avoid occa- 
sional overtime working in times of crisis would not be justifiable. 
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Medical Leave in the Foreign and Politic Department. 

449. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that in every case of leave on medical grounds the men con- 
cerned in the Foreign nnd Political Department are asked to appear before 
the Civil Surgeon? 

(b) Is it a fact that if an extension of leave is applied for from out- 
side the station, the Civil Surgeon of the stations are officially asked to 
certify the genuineness of the leave? If so, why? 

(c) Has in any single case the Civil Surgeon disagreed with the ori- 
ginal recommendations; 

(d) Is th(' same procedure followed in other Departments of the Gov- 
ernment of India or was it ever followed in the Foreign and Political De- 
partment before the appointment of the present Assistant Secretary (Regis- 
trar) ? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be in the negative, do Government pro- 
pose to see that it is stopped in the Foreign and Political Department? 

(/) Is it a fact that in cases of long medical leave men are threatened 
wHh forcible retirement and have been compelled to appear before medical 
boards? 

(g) Tf the reply to part (/) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state how many cases of this kind have occurred during the last 
six months and who has paid for medical boards? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: (a) No. 

(h) No, not in every case, but when it is considered necessary or desir- 
able to obtain a second medical opinion, as contemplated in Supplementary 
Rule No. 229, the applicants are asked to appear before the C/ivil Surgeon. 

(c) Yes, Sir. lu one recent case the applicant disavowed the original 
certificate when he appeared before the Medical Board" and there stated 
that he was prepared to return to duty forthwith. The Medical Board was 
of opinion that he was fit for duty and severely criticised his methods in 
obtaining an incorrect certificate. 

(d) Presumably the same procedure is followed under the rule by every 
authority granting leave. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) and (g). In cases of prolonged absence on account of ill-health, 
clerks are sometimes required to present themselves before the medical 
authorities with a view to ascertaining whether further leave should be 
granted in the light of Supplementary Hulo No. 220, whicli prescribes 
that medical officers must not recommend the grant of leave in any case 
in which there appears to be no reasonable prospect that the Government 
servant concerned will ever be fit to resume his duties. There is no 
question of any threat. In two recent cases in which clerks who were 
absent for prolonged periods were required to appear before a Medical 
Board, one was invalided, while the other was declared' fit to resume duty 
at once and did so. No payment is made for the Medical Boards. 



UNSTARIIED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Hindu and Muhammadan Title Holdbbs in the Distbict of Patna. 

170. Mr. Badri Lai Baatogi: W^ill Government be pleased to place 
on the table a statement showing the number of Hindu and Muhammadan 
title-holders in all the Sub-Divisions of the District of Patna in the Pro- 
vince of Bihar and Orissa? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson : The statement asked for is being laid on the table. 


Statement eh nving the number of Tlinlu and Muhammadan tUf-e- holders in all the Sub- 
Divisions of the District of Patna in the Promme of Bihar and Orissa. 


Sub-Division. 


Hindus, 

Title-holders. 

Muhammadans 

Sadr Sub-Division 

. 

44 

14 

Patn i City 

4 

5 

4 

Dinapur 

. 

• . • 5 

9 

Barh . 

• 

• » • 4 

5 

Bihar .... 

. 

. • . 6 

3i 



Total . 64 

35 


N, B. — ^The Ogures in the statement include the Government Officers holding titles 
and posted to a sub-division in the Patna District though they are not all 
residents of the district. 


^ Fobeign Liquoi^ impobted into India » 

171. Mr. B. Bajaram Pandian: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the quantity of foreign liquors imported to India for the vear 1930- 
1931? 

(h) Have Government considered the question of enhancing the duty 
on foreign liquors imported into India with a view to minimise consump- 
tion ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (<?) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the Sea-bonie Trade Accounts for December, 1930, copies of 
which are in the Library. Figures for the fu)l year 1930-31 are not yet 
available. 

(b) The Government of India have from time to time considered this 
question. 1 might refer the Honourable Member to the speech made by 
Sir Basil Blackett in this Assembly on the 2nd September, 1925, which 
contains the latest full statement of the Government's policy. The sub- 
ject has again recently come under consideration in another aspect in con- 
nection with Sir Walter Layton’s proposal that the import duties on liquor 
should be handed over to the Provinces. 

( 726 ) 
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Bbcbuitment to the Office of the Railway Board. 

172. Mr. T. H. Bamakrishna Beddi: (1) Will Government be pleased 
to state: 

(а) whether any reference was made either to the Home Depart- 

ment or to the Public Services Commission, by the Railway 
Board, regarding — 

(i) the recruiting of, or 

(ii) the eonfirmaijon of the existing unqualified candidates (by 
the Public Services Commission or the StafiP Selection 
Board) ; 

(б) what reply has been received, if any; 

(c) whether they will place the whole correspondence on the sub- 

ject, on the table; and 

(d) if the answer to part (c) above is in the negative, the reasons 

therefor? 

(2) How many vacancies in the Railw^ay Board are now being held by 
unqualified men who could not bo made permanent on account of their 
being unqualified (by the Public Services Commission or the Staff Selec- 
tion Board), in each of the First, Second and Third Divisions? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (l) (a) and (h). Certain proposals in regard to 
recruitment only were referred to the Public Services Commission and are 
under the consideration of the Government of India. 

(c) and (d). Government are not prepared to lay on the table of the 
House papers containing inter-departmental discussions. 

(2) Ten, of whom one is in the Second Division and nine in the Third 
Division. All are temporary. 

Recruitment to the Secretariat. 

173. Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi: (1) Will Government bo pleased to 
state the number of candidates in .the Government of India Secretariat 
and .attached offices who have qualified themselves for the First, Second 
and Third Divisions of the Secretariat and who arc — 

(a) only employed temporarily in, and 

(b) are still unable to get into, 

the respective divisions for which they are qualified? 

(2) Have Government considered the advisability of — 

(a) stopping further reeruitment by the Public Services Commis- 

sion until the qualified men arc absorbed; 

(b) giving preference to qualified candidates for promotion to the 

higher divisions (next division) both in the permanent and 
temporary vacancies of the Secretariat; and 

(c) giving preference to those who are qualified for the First Divi- 

sion and S'econd Division, respectively, over others for promo- 
tion to the Upper Division from the Lower, both with regard 
to permanent and temporary vacancies? 
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(8) If the answer to any of the above is in the negative, will Govern- 
ment please state the reasons therefor! 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (l) 1 am having a statement pre- 
pared and will send it to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(2) and (3). The Government of India have given the most careful con- 
sideration to the reasonable claims of qualified candidates and have come 
to the conclusion that no injustice will be done to them by annual re- 
oruitment of a proportion of vacancies from external candidates which the 
new scheme contemplates. The scheme includes adequate provision for 
the promotion or confirmation of existing qualified men. 

Location of Government of India Offices permanently in Delhi. 

174. Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi: Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) what was the expenditure incurred regarding the last two (i.e., 

one up and one down) moves of the Government of India offices 
to and from Simla; 

(b) what was the total amount of rent for December, 1930, realised 

from the Government of India migratory staff for the quarters 
allotted to them, including furniture rent; 

(c) wliat was the total amount paid for December, 1930, to the Gov- 

ernment of India servants towards — 

(i) Separation allowance, 

(ii) Conveyance allowance, 

(iii) House rent compensation allowance; 

(d) what was the total amount paid to Government servants for the 

last Simla season towards house rent; 

(c) are Governmont prepared to consider the advisability of locat- 
ing permanently in Delhi forthwith, at least the major portion 
of all the offices, if not the whole, in view of the' necessity of 
effecting economy in every possible direction; and 

(/) if the answer to part (e) above is in the negative, the reasons 
therefor? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) to (d). The', information desired 
by the Honourable Member is being collected and will be supplied to him 
in due course, 

(c) and (/). It is not possible to locate permanently in Delhi the whole 
or part of the offices which at present move betw^ecn Delhi and Simla as 
either alternative would seriously affect administrafive efficiency. The 
offices which can be retained permanently in Delhi without serious inern- 
venience are already ke])t here. Honourable Member will find the names 
of those offices in the answers which I gave on the 15th February, 1928, 
and Otb /September, 1929, in this House to questions Nos. 93 and 250 
respectively asked by Mr. Kclkar and Maulvi Muhammad Yakub. 

Appointments in Railway Accounts Officfs. 

175. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (o) Will Government be pleased 
fo furnish in respect of Railway Audit- and Accounts offices the total number 
of sanctioned posts of (i) gazetted officers, (ii) senior accountants, (iii)- 
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Accountants (iv) clerks class 1, (v) clerks class 2; and the number of Muslims, 
under each of the five classes separately ? 

(b) Is it a fact that most of the posts referred to in clause (a) above were 
created after 1924? If so, what steps have been taken to secure adequate 
representation of Muslims in those posts? 

(c) Is it a fact that some probationary accountants were directly recruited 
on the accounts side in 1925 and no conditions of passing any departmental 
examination for their confirmation or subsequent promotion to higher grades 
was imposed at the time of their appointment? 

(d) Will Government please state whether tlie probationers referred to 
above have since been confirmed as accountants without passing any depart- 
mental examination and have been considered as qualified accountants? 

(c) Is it a fact that a departmental examination in Appendix D has been* 
introduced since 1929 which renders the men concerned not only eligible 
for confirmation but for promotion to higher grades without passing any 
further examination? 

(/) If reply to parts (<*), (d) and (r) be in the affinnative, under what 
circumstances have the probationers now been required to pass the examina- 
tion in Appendix D for their promotion to higher grade when no separate 
examination is prescribed for promotion to senior accountancy? 

(g) Will Government kindly lay a statement on the table showing the 
savings effected by the introduction of the peripatetic system of audit on 
certain Railways? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Information is being obtained «nd 
a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as ]) 0 ssiblc. 


Appointment of Muslims in Civil Accounts Offices. 

176. Khan Bahadur Ha|i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased- 
to state the number of Muslim Assistant Accounts Officers, as compared to 
the total number of such posts in the Civil Accounts Offices separately for 
(i) old combined offices; and (ii) offices established under the scheme of 
separation of Audit from Accounts? 

(h) Is it a fact that the number of Muslims in that rank is very low? 

(c) If reply to (h) above be in the affirmative, what effective and imme- 
diate steps do they propose to take in order to redress the existing inequal- 
ity? 

{(1) In view of the Government’s declaimed policy of safeguarding the 
rights of minority communifies, have they considered fhe desirability of 
reserving some 60 per cent, of fhe appointments for IMiislims in future, till 
tlie existing keenly felt inequality is regulated? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The total number of posts of 
Assistant Accounts Officer under the Auditor General is 44 in the old com- 
bined offices and 4 in separated Audit Offices. Of these, one post is held 
by a Muslim. 

The number of such posts in the civil accounts- offices under the' 
Reparation scheme is 21 , and one of them is held by a Muslim. 
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(6),'(c) and (d). The number of Muslim Assistant Accounts Officers is 
low; but promotion to that rank is made by selection based on seniority 
and merit; and, as stated in Sir Basil Blackett’s reply to part (c) of ques- 
tion No. 445 on the 1 7th March, 1928 — (see page 1638 of Legislative 
Assembly Debates Volume II of 1928), the Government do not consider 
that communal considerations should be taken into account in making such 
departmental promotions. 

Location in Delhi of the Wireless Branch of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. 

177. Khan Bahadur Ha]i WaJIhuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the Wireless Branch of the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment has since moved down to Delhi in its entirety? 

{b) If reply to (a) above be in the negative, will Government be pleased 
to state when the Branch will move and whether any decision in the 
matter referred to in para, (v) of starred question No. 226, dated the 8th 
Septembe'r, 1928, has yet been reached and, if so, what? 

(c) If reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state under what condition the Branch has been brought down 
to Delhi; if under Simla-Dclhi move condition whether the staff attached 
to that Branch arc losers in any way; if under transfer conditions whether 
the staff attached to that Branch have been suitably compensated for the 
loss, if any, in their monthly emoluments as promised under concluding 
paragraph of para, (iii) of the reply to starred question referred to at (fc) 
above; if not, state reasons? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: {a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The branch has been brought down to New Delhi to be perma- 
nently located there like other branches of the Director-General’s Office. 
The only diminution in emoluments which has resulted has been the loss 
of the allowances admissible under the Simla Allowances Code. These 
allowances are granted to meet the special circumstances of Simla, and 
their withdrawal on the permanent location of the staff at Delhi cannot, 
therefore, he regarded as n loss, and no question of compensation therefore 
arises. 

OUALIFTCATIONS OF THESuPERINTENDENT OF PoST OFFICES, AlIGARH 

DtVT'iTON. 

178. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the qualifications of the present Postal Superintendent in charge 
of Aligarh Postal Division? 

(b) At what places has he worked as Superintendent Post Offices ex- 
cluding Bail way Mail Service and Sorting? 

(c) To what community and place does he belong to? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the articles pub- 
lished in the Ittahad (a monthly organ of the Postmen and Lower Grade 
Staff published at Meerut) of 16th July (pages 4, 6, 6), 16th October 
(pages 3, 4) and 15th November (pages 2, 7)? If so, what steps have been 
iiaken? If not, will Government be pleased to send for these copies and 
put them oa.tbe table and state what they propose to do in the matter? 
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{e) How far is it true that the Inspector of Post Offices, Aligarh Sub- 
Division, who has lately been transferred as Town Inspector to Benares 
City (on leave at present) has reported a good many charges against the 
present Divisional Superintendent, Aligarh to the Postmaster General, 
United Provinces? If so, what steps are being taken? 

(/) To what extent is it true that the stamp vendor of Aligarh Head 
Post Office had misappropriated Government money entrusted to him 
for the sale of stamps in the third week of August, 1930? If so, what 
punishment has been meted out to him; and if not why not? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) He is a graduate. 

(b) Aligarh Division is his first charge as .S’uperintendent of Post 
Offices. 

(c) Hindu of the Punjab. 

(d) — (/). The Government have no information but will institute 
enquiries. 


Non-offioial Resolutions passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

179. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a schedule showing non-official Resolutions passed by the 
Legislative Assembly during a peri^ of the last ten years and the action 
so far taken on each of them by Government? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: The Honourable Member is referred 
to the reply given to Mr. K. V. Reddy’s starred question No. 994 asked 
on the 24th March, 1924 (Legislative Assembly Debates — 1924, Vol. IV — 
Part III, pages 2111-2112) and to the reply given to Mr. G. Duraiswamy 
Ayyangar’s starred question No. 68 asked on the 3rd February, 1927 
(Legislative Assembly Debates — 1927, Vol. I — ^pages 430-432)^ which give 
the information required up to and including the Simla Session, 1926. 

A statement showing the non-official Resolutions adopted by the Legis- 
lative Assembly and the action taken on each of them during the years 
1927-30 is laid on the table. 
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CoNSTBUonoN OF A Nbw Bbidob ovbe thb Bivbb Nabhada. 

180. Nawab Naliaxaing|i Idiwarsingli: Vrm Government be pleased to 
state whether the Bombay, Baroda and Central Indiia Bailway is going, 
to construct a new bridge across the river Narmada at Broach in the 
very near future? If it is so, are there any negotiations going on between 
the Bombay Government and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Bail- 
way Company on the subject, either to buy the old bridge for public traffic 
or to construct a combined road and railway bridge in order to complete 
the scheme of constructing a provincial road from Bombay to Ahmedabad 
now under contemplation by the. Bombay Government? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: If the Honourable Member refers to the Narmada 
Bridge at Broach, the answer to the first part of his question is in the 
affirmative. 

Negotiations have been going on between the Bombay Government and 
the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Bailway Administration regarding 
the sale of the existing bridge to the Bombay Government for purposes 
oi a road bridge, but the result of these negotiations has not yet been re- 
ported to the Government of India. 

Platform Tickets issued at Colaba Bailway Station. 

181. Nawab Naharsingji Ishwarsingji: (a) Will Government be pleased 
-to place, on the table a statement showing the number of platform tickets 
issued at the Colaba Station from the 1st January, 1030, till the 31st 
December, 1930 ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether the sum realised from 
the platform tickets has been submerged in the general fund or was the 
same utilized differently? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The information is being obtained from the Agent 
of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Bailway, and, on its receipt, I 
will communicate with the Honourable Member, 

Construction of Railway Lines from Samni toMiyaoam and 
Chhota-Udepub to Mhow. 

182. Nawab Naharsingji l8hwarging|i: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether a new railway line was proposed to be opened from Samni 
in the Broach District to connect it with Miyagam, a Bailway Station 
on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Bailway, in Baroda State 
territory ? 

(b) Will Government also be pleased to state whether they contemplate 
the opening of a new railway line from Chhota-Udepur to Mhow whereby 
a facility to the commercial community could be achieved in the shape 
of the direct connection between the Central Provinces and the Bombay 
Presidency? 

Mr. A. A. L. Panons: (a) and (6). The answer is in the negative. 

State and Company-managed Railway Lines in India. 

188. Nawab Naharsffigji libwarsixigji: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what are the State-managed railways in India and also the total 
mileage of each one of them? And what are the railway lines which are 
to be taken over by Gk>vemment? 
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(5) When are these lines due to be taken over and what is the amount 
to be paid by Government to each line? 

Hlr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) A list of the State-managed Bailways in 
India, with the mileage of each, is appended. 

With regard to the second part of (a) and to (6), I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the statement I laid on the table on the 29th 
January, 1931, in reply to question No. 212 put by my Honourable friend 
Lala Hari Baj Swamp. 


List of State-managed Railways in India, 


Serial 

No. 

Railway managed by the State. 

Open route 
mileage on 
31st March,. 
1930. 

1 

Burma 

2,046*28 

2 

Eastern Bengal 

1,792-72 

3 

East Indian 

4,026-29 

4 

Great Indian Peninsula 

3,194-16 

6 

North Western 

*5,616-86 


* Includes 61*96 miles of Mirjawa-Duzdap Section worked by the North Western 
Railway at the cost of the Military Department. 


Hardships of Pilgrims to Ajmer. 

184. Kawab Naharsingji Ishwarsin^i: Are Government aware that 
pilgrims visiting the Orus of the Khwaja Saheb at Ajmer have to undergo 
a great amount of hardship on their return journey on account of their 
not obtaining tickets due to want of sufficient accommodation in the 
railway trains? If it is so, do Government propose to instruct the rail- 
way authorities to arrange for proper facilities? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have received no complaints of 
shortage of accommodation; but I am sending a copy of the BConourable 
Member’s question to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and Central' 
India Bailway. 

Lengthy Closing of Level-Grossing Oates. 

185. Nawab Naharsing]! Ishwarsing]!: Are Government aware that 
wherever a railway line crosses either a Provincial or District Local Bourd' 
road on the level, the public have to wait for a considerably long time as 
the level-crossing gates are kept closed for a long time at a stretch? If 
it is so, are Government prepared to instruct th^e railway authorities ta 
give proper facility to the public traffic? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government are not aware that, as a general 
rule, the public have to wait an unduly long time at railway level crossings 
on these roads. In certain cases where it has been known that heavy road 
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traffic has been subjected to frequent serious detentions, facilities have 
been provided by the construction of an overhead roadway or a sub-way. 
The cost of providing such facilities on existing railways is ordinarily met 
jointly by the railway and the local body concerned. If the Honourable 
Member has any particular level crossings in mind, I would suggest that 
he take steps to bring the matter to the notice of the local body concerned. 

Badly designed Level Crossings. 

186. Nawab Naharsingji Ishwarsingji: Arc G.:7:ir mcnt aware that 
some of the level-crossings on the Broach- Jambusar Railway in the Dis- 
trict of Broach are so badly designed as to cause very great difi^ulty to 
agriculturists in taking their carts over the crossings owing to^ne very 
steep slopes of the approach roads and that the matter has not at all 
been remedied although complaints have been made very often in this 
respect ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have no information, but a copy 
of the Honourable Member's question is being forwarded to the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway Administration. 


Tax on Petrol for improvement of Roads. 

187. Nawab Naharsingji Ishwarsingji: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a two-anna tax is levied on petrol in 
order to improve the roads in British India and that a Road Board has been 
appointed in the Central Government as well as in each of the Provincial 
Governments for the proper administration of the income? If it is so, 
will Government be pleased to state what amount was realised up to the 
31st December, 1930, and how that amount has .been distributed among^ 
the Central and the Provincial Governments and for what purpose? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether this amount and 
the grant which is given by the Provincial Governments to the varioua 
District Local Boards are quite distinct from each other? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The Honourable Member is referred to the 
Resolution adopted by this House on February the 4th, 1930. Import 
and excise duties on petrol have been increased from four to six annas, 
the additional revenue being credited to the Road Development Account. 
No Road Board has been appointed in the Central Government. The Road 
Development Account is administered by the Governor General in Council 
on the advice of a Standing Committee of the Central Legislature. It is 
understood that certain local Governments have appointed Road and Com- 
munications Boards with advisory functions covering generally road ad- 
ministration within the province. Credits are made to the Road Develop- 
ment account as at the 31st of March and the 30th of Beptember in each 
year. The credits to date amount to Rs. 162 lakhs, of which Es. 112 have 
been distributed to Provincial Governments, for expenditure upon schenaes 
approved by the Governor General in Council on the advice of the Standings 
Committee. Part of the balance represents the share of minor administra- 
tions and states, and part the reserve with the Government of India for 
special grants and research, demands in respect of which are now under 
consideration. 
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(6) If by the grant which is given by the Provincial Governments to 
the various District Local Boards, the Ebnourable Member means the 
normal or usual subventions, the answer is in the affirmative. 


Rbstbiotions on Exports and Imports. 

188, Nawab Naharsing]! Ishwaislngji: Will Government be pleased to 
state if they have considered the question of placing such restrictions on 
exports and imports whereby the interests of the agriculturists may be 
safeguarded in view of the fact that at present the market of every agri* 
cultural product has fallen down? If so, do they intend to place such 
restrictiAs on exports and imports? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: 1 would refer 
the Honourable Member to the replies given to Sardar Sant Singh's un- 
starred questions, Nos. 15 and 16 on January 26th, to Mr. Muhammad 
Azhar Ali's unstarred question No. Ill on January 26th and to Mr. B. 
Das’s starred question No. 392 on February 9th. ^ 


DEATH OF SIB JAMSETJEE JEEJEEBHOY. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : Sir, during 
12 Noon course of the last three or four days a distinguished former 
Member of this House has passed away. Sir Jamsetjee 
Jeejeebhoy was a member of a well-known family in Bombay, famous 
for its public benefactions and generosity. He himself played a pro- 
minent part in the public life of Bombay for a number of years. For a 
period, I think, of about three years he was a Member of this House, 
that is, of the first Assembly elected after the reforms. The respect in 
which he was held by his fellow Members is shown by the fact that in 
September 1921 he was elected to the post of Deputy President. I 3o 
not know how many Members there are in this House who sat in the 
first Assembly — ^perhaps their number is not very large — but those whom 
I have consulted assure me that when occasion called Sir Jamsetjee 
Jeejeebhoy to preside over the deliberations of this House, he carried 
out his duties with dignity and impartiality and to the satisfaction of 
his fellow Members. As a Member I am told that he spoke infrequently, 
and only on important subjects where he could make a real contribution 
to the debate. As to the general respect and admiration in which he was 
held I am sure that there can be no doubt. I believe that it would be 
in accordance with the wishes of the BCouse, Mr. President, if you would 
communicate to the family of the deceased our deep sympathy and regret. 

Dr. B, D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : I desire to associate myself 
with the remarks that the Honourable the Leader of the House has kindly 
given expression to in connection with the sad, untimely and sudden 
death qi the leader of the community to which I have the honour to 
i)elong. Sir, as a representative from Bombay and as a member of the 
Barsee community I should be failing in my duty if I did not speak on 
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this moumful occasion, doming as you do from Bombay, cmd a sincere 
admirer and well-wisher as you are of the Parsee community, you arc 
^ware that Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy came of a family who are highly 
respected throughout the country generally and Western India in particular, 
and who are well-known for their great philanthropy and public spirit. 
Sir, the charities of this family are not confined to India. May I be 
allowed to illustrate this from personal experience? I was the first native 
of India who held a public appointment in London, and that was in 
•connection with the Finsbury Dispensary in London. After I took over 
charge, a study of the old records showed that the second Baronet, Sir 
Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy had contributed £200 to the Finsbury Dispensary. 
The deceased Baronet was the fifth Baronet of his name; and he was a 
fine type of a gentleman — always loyal to the King and true to his country ; 
and he was always upright in all his dealings; in short, he was a great 
gentleman. Sir, owing to ill-health and owing to heavy work in connection 
with several Trust Funds of the Parsee community in recent years he 
found little time to take part in public affairs. He was the leader of the 
Parsee community; and this office of leiadership carries great responsi- 
bilities, and he discharged them according to the best traditions of his 
family. He was a member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation for 
a number of years ; and by good work on that Board he earned the appre- 
ciation, admiration, and approbation of the people of Bombay. 

Sir, I shall not now speak of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy as a Parsee, 
nor as a leader of the Parsee community, but as a Member of this House 
and as its Peputy President for three long years from 1921 to 1924. He 
acquitted himself most creditably, and I understand that he made 
substantial contributions to the debates of this House. Sir, I earnestly 
and sincerely hope and pray that there will never be a time when the 
members of the community to which Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy belonged 
will not be ready to come forward and to render such services as they can 
to the future of India. Sir, with these few words I respectfully beg that 
you will kindly convey our sense of grief and sorrow— our sincerest 
sympathy and condolences to the Dowager Lady Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
and other members of the bereaved family. 

Sir Hari Singh Ck)ur (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, I associate myself with what has fallen from the Leader 
of the House regarding the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, who was the 
•acknowledged leader of that enterprising community, the Parsees of India. 
The Honourable the Leader of the House has said that there are very 
few Members of the first Assembly now left in this House and that those, 
that were there then, knew a lot more about Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
than himself. That, alas, is true, but I happen to be one of the survivors 
of the first Assembly, and I knew Sir Jamsetjee intimately, and I can 
vouch for the expression of opinion that has fallen from the Honourable 
the Leader of the House. Sir, my relations with the late Sir Jamsetjee 
Jeejeebhoy were cordial. As a matter of fact they were so cordial that 
In the friendly contest for the Deputy Presidentship we both obtained an 
equal number of votes (Laughter), and it was by the casting vote of the 
Chair that my friend was elected to the Deputy Presidentship of the 
Le^pslative Assembly. 1 know however that his election was well deserved. 
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Sir, he was one of those few men who took very little part in the day 
to day life of the Assembly, but when he did take part, it was to say 
^mething which would have been lacking in the debates had he not 
intervened. I feel, Sir, that this House would be perfectly justified in 
acceding to the motion made by the Honourable the Leader of the House, 
and we on this side of the House join with him in requesting you to 
convey our condolence to Lady Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, his son and the 
other relatives of the deceased. 

Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub (Bohilkund and Kumaon divisions : Muham- 
madan Bural): Sir, on behalf of the Independent Party, I also support 
the motion of condolence at the death of the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, 
which has been moved by the Honourable the Leader of the House. As 
has been already said, Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was a Member of the 
first Assembly, of which, alas, there are so few survivors left— only our 
friend. Sir Hari Singh Gour on the right, and our esteemed friend, Mr. 
K. Ahmed on the left .... 

Mr. S. 0. Shahani: And myself. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : who are present today in the House ; 

and I can say on the authority of the Honourable Members, who had the 
pleasure of knowing him personally, that he was very popular with his 
colleagues, and that, as the first Deputy President of this House, he 
performed the duties of his office with remarkable ability and independence. 
Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy belonged to that distinguished family of Bombay 
Parsees who occupy a unique position in the public life of that city. In 
politics, he belonged to the liberal school of thought; and sometimes, by 
his cautious warnings for a slow pace in the march of progress, he worked 
os a brake operating to prevent politics from falling into the pitfalls of 
extremism. It is, as my Honourable friend. Sir Hari Singh Gk)ur, says, 
perfectly just and right, that this House should convey its sincere grief 
at his sad death. 

Mr. E. Ahmed (Bajshahi Division: Muhammadan Bural): Sir, it is a 
matter of great regret that, as reported in this House already by the 
Honourable the Leader of the House, our friend Six: Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
has been snatched away from this world by cruel death. Sir, as my friend 
of the Independent Party has pointed out, I am one of those Members of 
the first Assembly surviving still. 1 may say that I had the honour of 
knowing Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy very closely since he was returned to 
this Assembly in the year 1921. I remember, Sir, the day when I first 
met him at the breakfast table in the Western Hostel. I have had the 
greatest pleasure of knowing him more closely since then, land gradually 
our friendship became very intimate. Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy belonged 
to that famous family of Bombay Parsees whose generous and benevolent 
charities are. Sir, widely known in this country. There is a great Trust 
Fimd which has been distributing not only benefits to the educational 
institutions, but is also utilized widely in the direction of the amelioration 
of the conditions of poor people in this country. Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
belonged to that family; and I think he was the second Baronet in India. 
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When he stood as a oandidate for the Deputy Presidentship, I remember 
there were several other rival candidates in this House, but his charming 
personality and his polite way of intercourse with the other Memb^ 
brought him to the forefront in getting him elected as the Deputy Speaker 
of the Assembly. Sir, I have the highest admiration for him, because ai| 
a matter of fact I was supporting the candidature of my friend who has 
spoken already and I found Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy returned only by 
the casting vote of Sir Frederick Whyte, the then Speaker of this House. 
Thereafter, Sir, I used to see Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy in the House 
taking a great interest in the business. I remember him presiding once 
when the Criminal Law Amendment Bill of 1923 was on the anvil oi the 
Assembly. A dispute arose, Sir, between the Treasury Bench and the 
Opposition Bench. Ours was, Sir, the Democratic Party which took a 
leading part then in the opposition and I belonged to that party. Members 
of the Treasury Bench were fighting over the Racial Discrimination Bill, 
over the passage of some very important section of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and there used to be passages-at-arms between the Democratic Party 
Opposition Members and the Treasury Benches on the floor of this House, 
and the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy with his great ability discharged his 
duties very well. Sir, Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was a very generous man. 
He used to take a leading part in the social life amongst the Members of the 
Assembly. He was very sociable. Very often after dinner time, I used to 
see him play chess downstairs in the sitting room. He used to mix freely 
with all Members. He used to talk with them and exchange thoughts 
and ideas over the agenda of the business of the House. In spite of his 
being a Deputy President — and in those days Members had very limited 
experience of parliamentary life — he used to take f)art in the preparation 
of budget questions and also in deciding how to tackle such questions ade- 
quately. I remember, Sir, that in 1921, the Members of the Assembly 
used to gather a lot of information from Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy. He 
was really a great asset to this House. He remained Deputy President 
until 1923 when the House was dissolved. Thereafter I had the pleasure 
of knowing him, as he used to come here frequently. Last time I met 
him in Bombay in 1930. He was very busy, looking well. Even just 
before his death, I understand he was doing his daily business. There was 
no sort of illness or trouble that could warn the people of his approaching 
end. All of a sudden he had an acute heart attack and owing to heart 
failure he was removed from this world. Sir, it is only fair, that as the 
Leader of the House suggested, a Resolution of the kind should be sent 
to his worthy wife who used to be Here watching the debates of the 
Assembly from the galleries above. She also used to contribute much to 
the social life amongst the Members. His son and other members of the 
family of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhov tiscd to come here, and we found all 
of them very cordial in social life. Sir, it was with great regret that 
we heard of the death of Sir Jamsetiec a diptinsfuished friend of ours. 
Sir, T ‘do not find sufficient words to give expression to the sad loss that 
we all feel. 

Six Oocke (Bombay : European) : As with other Benches, so with 

these Members come and go, and I tear no one sitting here today on these 
Benches was in this House with Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy. I joined 
myself in the Second Assembly In 1924, and, comirig from Bombay as 
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I do, it was with much regret that I learnt that Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy 
had hot come back again. I know him as a prominent and respected 
citizen of Bombay and we, on these Benches, desire to join in this ex- 
Session of sympathy. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Bural) : 

I am one of the few Members who were in the first Assembly, and I knew 
Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy in this House, he being respected on all sidea 
of the House. We belonged to different parties and we all had great 
admiration for Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, and in proof thereof he was 
elected Deputy President of this House. I associate myself with every 
word that has been said about him. « 

Mr. S. 0. Sha h ani (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : As a Member of 
the first Assembly surviving in this House today, I feel it my duty to 
associate myself with the Resolution moved by the lEConourable the Leader 
of the House to convey the sympathy of this House to the bereaved 
family of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy. He was a much respected leader 
of his community. He discharged the duties of the ofiice of Deputy 
President in the Assembly very well. I know that he was trusted by 
everybody, and his manner of life was altogether dignified. He was a 
loyal friend and an amiable colleague. 


Mr. President: Gentlemen, I wish to associate myself with all that 
bas fallen from the Leader of the House and other Honourable Members 
who have spoken on this mournful occasion. I knew Sir Jamsetjee Jeejee- 
bhoy for many years and I always found him ready to serve the cause 
which he took in hand. I have teown him as a Member of the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation and as a Member of the Bombay Legislative Council 
and during the period of his service on these bodies, he discharged his 
duties in the manner referred to in this House. He was not a frequent 
speaker, but when he did speak, his contribution was very well worth 
listening to. Gentlemen, Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy was highly respected 
amongst all sections of the Bombay public and his loss will be seriously 
felt by both the City of Bombay and the Bombay Presidency. 

Agreeably to the wishes of the House, I shall convey a message of 
sympathy to the Members of the bereaved family. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Boiioitf4Ue Sir Oeorge Ita&iy (Leader of the House): Perhaps it 
will be for the convenience of Honourable Members, Mr. l^esident, if I 
'make a short statement now about one particular pari of the business of 
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the House. What I have to say might ordinarily have been included in 
the statement usually made on Thursday, but it seems better I should 
say it now. Honourable Members will remember that the House ad- 
journed on Monday without transacting any business, and consequently ttie 
non-oflBcial Bills which were set down for that day were not taken. In 
order that the Honourable Members who gave notice of these Bills may 
not be deprived of the opportunity of moving their motions and having 
them discussed, Government propose, subject to your direction, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the House should sit on Saturday forenoon. They believe that 
probably the House would not desire to sit on Saturday afternoon, but 
Government are prepared to put down so much of the business as is not 
disposed of on Saturday after the Government business on Tuesday next. 
I do not anticipate that on that day there will be any Government business 
likely to take much time, apart from the introduction of the Railway 
Budget, and I think we may be reasonably sure that the whole of the 
afternoon will be free for these private Bills. 

Mr. K. Alimed: Sir, on the last occasion when we heard the Leader 
of the House on this subject, we were told that we would get a holiday 
on the 13th and the 14th. Now, I find that we are going to have our Bills 
taken up for discussion on Saturday. 

Mr. President: The Leader of the House has announced that Govern- 
ment are prepared to provide facilities for discussing non-official legisla- 
tion which could not be taken up on Monday last on account of the 
House having adjourned in consequence of the death of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru. The proposal now made by the Leader of Jhe House is that the 
House should meet on Saturday morning and on Tuesday after the Gov- 
ernment business is over. I take it that the House is agreeable to that 
arrangement by which non-official Members will get the opportunity of 
discussing private legislation on these two days. 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation op the Report of the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways): Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Select Committee on the 
Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for cer- 
tain purposes. 


THE GOLD THREAD INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

Presentation op the Report of the Select Committee. 

fte HononraUe Sir George ftainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways); Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Select Conimittee on the 
Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the Gold Thread 
Industry in British India. 



THE STEEL INDUSTBY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Sir George Ballny (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Select Committee on the 
Bill to provide for the modification of certain import duties relating to 
the fostering and development of the Steel Industry in British India. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE COURT OF THE DELHI 
. UNIVERSITY. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to move : 

*‘That the elected Members of this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner 
as may be approved by the Honourable the President, four persons from among their 
own Members to be Members of the Court of the University of Delhi in pursuance 
of sub-clause (5) of clause 2 of the First Statutes of the University scheduled to the 
Delhi University Act, 1922 (VIII of 1922).’» 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, I beg to oppose this Resolution because it is not the business of the 
Government Benches to move a Resolution like this. It is a matter which 
concerns the elected Members of this House, and the Resolution could 
have come with good grace from this side of the House if it was needed 
at all. We have had elections to the Delhi University Court before, but 
never was any Resolution like this moved and never before was it found 
necessary to be moved by the Members on the Official Benches. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : How was it 
effected then? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: The elected Members used to meet and the 
Secretary used to take the votes of the Members, and the gentlemen who 
obtained the largest number of votes were elected. But this is the first 
time when a new procedure is being introduced, and although on the face of 
it this may appear to be a very harmless procedure, I beg to point out, 
£rstly, that it is an official interference with our rights, and secondly, that 
the method of election was always by ordinary voting. I do not know 
what procedure may be adopted, but it seems that the official Members 
want to have control even over the election of these four members for the 
court of the University of Delhi. The statute did no't contemplate the 
moving of any such Resolution, nor the handing over of the power to the 
Honourable the President, for whom I entertain the greatest respect, about 
the method of voting. I think the Honourable Member’s move is not a 
move in the right direction. He wants to hoodwink us in this matter 
and to encroach upon our rights. It is for us, and for us alone, to dedde 
whom we shall send to the Court of the University of Delhi, and we 
shall do it in such manner as we approve. Members who are new to this 
House may not know all these things, and therefore, in order to acquaint 
them with the position, I beg to submit this for their cOnsiderat'on, so 
^hat they may oppose this Resolution. 

( 746 ) 
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Mr. 0. 0. Biswas (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, I confess 
I am new to this House, but I do not appreciate the objection which has 
been raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Dutt. The proposal before us 
<does not in any sense amount to any withdrawal or curtailment of the rijrhts 
of this House. The motion is that the elected Members should elect these 
four representatives. No doubt it says that the election shall take place 
in such manner as you, Sir, may approve. If my Honourable friend and 
^ those who are of his way of thinking did nob approve of that method of 
election, it was quite open to him or to any of them to send in notice of 
an amendment that the election should be in such other manner as might 
find acceptance with the majority of this House. As it is, I do not see 
how a mere statement that the election shall take place in accordance with 
the procedure which you may decide upon amounts to any restriction of 
the privileges of the Members. Having regard to the fact that my 
Honourable friend, although he felt so strongly on the subject, did not 
give notice of any amendment, I take it that until now at any rate he had 
sufficient confidence in the Chair. 


Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, T find my 
friend Mr. Biswas taking objection to the remarks made by my friend 
Mr. Dutt because he did not send notice of any amendment. When T 
read this particular Besolution, T could not see why this unnecessary 
Besolution was brought before the House. It is a well known practice 
for this side of the House or the whole House to suggest to Govern- 
ment that they are going beyond the procedure and convention of this 
House and that we should follow the usual prheedure that has been 
Adopted so far. We oppose this because this is not the stage when Gov- 
ernment can encroach upon our privileges and rights. If the Honourable 
Member wanted to show that ho was giving us certain fresh rights by his 
Besolution, he could have told us and circulated a memorandum to that 
effect, telling us what new privileges he is giving us which wc have not 
so far enjoyed. So T suggest to Government that they should withdraw 
the present Resolution and bring it in in such other form as may be in 
accordance with the usual practice, or after consultation with the leaders 
on this side of the House. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : I thought that we should not have much to say 
on this motion, but Mr. Dutt, and his supporter Mr. Das, have an 
imwise way of introducing oppositions in this Assembly and have con- 
ducted themselves like this. I remember in previous years when some 
elections had taken place, Mr. Am«ar Nath Dutt and Mr. Das from Orissa 
have been going from one side of the Assembly to the other canvassing, 
begging and entreating for votes. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I object to that language. 

Mr. B. Das: I repudiate it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, in years gone by, since he came 
to this Assembly, has been begging Members reasonably or unreasonably. . . 

Mr. Aiwgy Hath DuU: Is be entitled to make such remark's? 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: . . . .knowing that Members knew him well enough^ 
to know whether to vote for him or not. {An 'Honourable Member : 
“Question.'*) That is, Sir, the extraordinary way of canvassing, a bril- 
liant thought of capturing Members to vote for him. It is an extraordi- 
nary and rharvellouS manner only confined to him. Sir, knowing his 
work as our delegate and representative in the Court of the University of 
Delhi, he has abused the courtesy that we had used in the matter of vot- 
ing and returning him there for a year or two or three. He comes here 
today very badly saying that he has not acquired there sufficient experi- 
ence though he has been there for three years. The first thing he thought 
was to oppose this Eesolulion rightly or wrongly and without any justi- 
fication, and Mr. Das who is bracketed with him in the art of canvassing, 
having been disappointed many times not only in the matter of election to 
the Delhi University but to the Science College of the south coast of 
India, Bangalore, now supports him. Sir, when two conspire to do a 
thing which does not suit them, 98 per cent, on the other side find that there 
is some underlying policy confined to those two who conspire. {An 
Honourable Member: “What was the wrong?") I do not find anything 
wrong, I first put a query to my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 
He is forgetting the practice and procedure in this Assembly. It is a 
matter of regret that he conducts himself unbecomingly. Today, Sir, 
when I put that question to him, how was that election effected, how was 
he returned, how did he secure the votes, without explaining all that, as 
a leading member of the Bar of the district of Burdwan in the province of 
Bengal, he evades it. If T were in his position, T would have been the first to 
take a lesson from now not to do a thing which others do not venture to 
do. If there is no chance for him or there is no liking in him to go to 
the University Court of Delhi, that is another matter. But what justi- 
fication is there. Sir, to oppose the Resolution moved by the Honourable 
Member representing the Education Department for the election of four 
Members of this Assembly to the University Court? Without saying any- 
thing on the merits of this Resolution, without showing his ignorance, he 
could have enlightened us as a lawyer of great reputation, and I should 
have been very much obliged to him for that. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I should like to draw the attention of 
the Honourable Member to the fact that so far there are no candidates 
who have stood for election, and therefore the Honourable Member is 
hardly justified in trying to sit in judgment on the representatives of the 
Assembly on the Delhi University. There are none so far. I should 
like him to confine his remarks to the issue that is now before the House, 
whether the House should proceed to elect in the manner which the 
Resolution contemplates, or whether he supports the view of some Honour- 
able Members that the motion should be opposed. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I am very thankful to you. Sir, and I appreciate each 
and every word couched in this Resolution and I had the experience of 
knowing also that this is merely a motion and the election will take place 
sometime after. Knowing all the things. Sir, and understanding also 
that there is no chance for the two friends, Mr. Das and Mr. Amar Nath- 
Dutt. ... 

Mr. B. Dm: I have never been a candidate. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: I did hot say that he was a candidate. He has been 
a candidate and has been disappointed and I hope he is not going to do 
that again. There is no justification for those two Honourable Members 
opposing this motion. 

Now let me come to my former point. I was putting the question to 
my friend, Mr. Dutt, how he effected his election in the previous years. 
My friend, without explaining how it was done, when he was on his legs, 
is now saying, “No, no”. That is not a business-like way of opposing 
the Resolution. They do* a thing which others should not have done. 
Sir, I know perfectly well that in this House a motion of this description 
always comes up and when that motion is carried, the election takes 
place in the ordinary manner, when my friends get the chance of knock- 
ing at the doors of others and asking for votes. That I know, and others 
also know. No case has been made out by the other side for opposing this 
motion. They have not said a word as to why it should be opposed, and 
what are the reasons and grounds on which they are basing their opposi- 
tion. Why threaten the Government? 

Mr. S. G. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non -Muham- 
madan Rural) : Tt is for the Government to prove what was wrong in 
the old procedure. 

Mir. K. Ahmed: Tlie onus is on the man who finds fault. My friend 
has caught hold of the wrong end of the stick and is opposing the motion. 

T therefore, support the motion moved by the Honourable Sir Fazl-i- 
Husain. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, in intervening in this debate, I wish to draw the 
attention of the 'House and particularly of the Honourable Sir Fa/l-i- 
Husain, to what 1 am about to state on the constitutional issue. Honour- 
able Members willxfind that this Resolution is intended to carry out the 
purpose of the Schedule of the Delhi University Act, VIlI of 1922. That 
Schedule lays down as follows : 

*Tn addition to the officers mentioned in sub-clause (1) the follo'wing persons shall 
be tx-officio members — (and thm you hane got the other members) : 

The number of persons to be elected by the elected Members of the Council of 
State and the Legislative Assembly from among their own members shall 
be two and four respectively.*' 

Apart from the unnecessary verbiage, a statute of the Indian Legislature 
provides that the Court of the Delhi University shall consist inter alia of 
four members to be elected by the elected Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. If that is so, the statutory behest cannot be evaded or alter- 
ed by any Resolution of this House, nor indeed is that statutory require- 
ment subject to anv Resolution of this House. You cannot override a 
statute by any Resolution of this kind. The Honourable Member will, 
I trust, indulge me for one second : he has brought forward this Resolu- 
tion; as a Resolution of this House it is open to any Member of this House 
to bring in an amendment; it is open to the Members of this House to 
refuse to accede to that Resolution. If we refuse to accede to that Resolu- 
tion, what is the result? 

E 2. 
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The Honourable Khan Bfthadur Mian Sir Tail-t-Hueain: Non co-opera. 

tion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: No, no. The result is this; the statute says-— 
and that statute is binding upon this House and upon all persons include 
ing the Honourable Member — that the elected Members of the Legislative 
Assembly shall elect four Members to the Court of the Delhi University. 

Tliat, T submit, is the statutory requirement of Act VIII of 1922. That 
being the case, no further sanctity can be given to that statute by any 
Resolution, and therefore this Besolution seems not only to be super- 
duous, but ultra vires, ^ because it does not require any Besolution of this 
House lo give effect to the statute, which, by its own force, this Assembly 
is bound to accept. That being the case, I would ask the Honourable 
Member to withdraw this Besolution because it is not necessary at all, 
and moreover a Besolution of this character is likely to create confusion 
regarding the operation of a statute. You have got a number of other 
statutes in which it is i)resumed that certain public bodies will have a certain 
number of seats allotted either in the Court or in some other directing 
organisations of those bodies. That itself is sufficient; all that this House 
can therefore do is to leave its elected Members free t<') proceed to elect 
in accordance with the requirements of that statute. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: How' will that help you? 

Mr. President: Let the Honourable Member continue please. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I am glad that the Honourable the Law Member 
has just stepped in 

The Honourable Sir Brojendra Mitter (Law Member) : I know nothing 
about it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: That is the pity of it. I should like that the 
Honourable the Law Member would be good enough to attend this Assembly, 
because occasionally questions of constitutional law do crop up, and wc 
want his advice. 

This is. the first point. Now, we pass on to the next point. If the 
statute is self-sufficient and gives the Assembly the right to elect four 
members what is the procedure? That is the next question. One of the 
canons of interpretation of all statutes is — and all Honourable Members 
who belong to the legal profession will bear me out — that a statute can- 
not be supplemented by anything from outside. The statute must he 
regarded as self-sufficient. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: This is not a district court; this is the Assembly. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: The statute here does not give the Legislative 
Assembly, or for that matter the Council of State, a direction for the 
purpose of laying down the manner of the election, that the election 
shall be in such manner as is laid down by the Legislative Assembly or 
the Council of State. That being the case, this Besolution contravenes 
the statute in so far as it purports to implement it. Therefore I submit 
it is ultra vires. The statute must be regarded as self-sufficient and 
self-contained ; and when it says a certain thing shall be done, you can- 
not say that that shall be done in any particular manner by bringing a 
Besolution in this House. Therefore I respectfully submit to the 
curable the Education Member that he should withdraw this Besolution and 
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reconsider it. He can bring it forward again after consulting the Law 
Department and the Honourable the Law Member as to the legal implica- 
tions of this Besolution. He is himself a distinguished lawyer and can 
;;v'ell understand what I am driving at. 

These, Sir, are the two points; first that the statute does not give 
this House but only its elected Members, that is a section thereof, the 
right to elect four members; secondly, the statute does not give this 
Ifoiisc the right to state that the election shall take place in any parti- 
cular manner; therefore it must take place unfettered by any Besolution 
that this House passes, determining the manner in which such election 
shall take place. 

Now, I pass on to the third point. When this Delhi University Act 
of 1922 was brought into operation, 1 happened to be the first Vice- 
Chancellor of the Delhi University. (Hear, hear.) When the question 
came up of electing four members from amongst the elected Members 
of the Assembly, that question was. considered by your predecessor, and 
the procedure which was then adopted, during the tenure of my office 
as Vice-Chancellor, was this, the Secretary of the Legislative Assembly 
used to issue notices to all the elected Members for the election, and 
that election used to be held under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Legislative Assembly, or rather the Legislative Department, and not 
when the House w'as sitting, because it is not an election by this House ; 
it is an election by the elected Members of this House. Ilemember the 
distinction. It is not an election by the Assembly, but it is an election 
by the elected Members of this House. How, then, can a motion be 
brought in this House and how can the election be held under the segis 
of this House? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That is a difierence without a distinction. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I therefore submit that you, Sir, should rule 
that this Besolution is out of order because ^ contravenes a statute — 
Act VIII of 1922. In the second place, I further ask you, if this, election 
is to take place, that the election cannot take place under the orders of 
the Legislative Assembly, but under the provisions of the statute itself. 
That statute provides for the election of four members by the elected 
Members of the Legislative Assembly. Thirdly, I submit, following the 
procedure that has been observed ever since the initiation of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly in 1921 — the first election took place I believe in 1922 (I 
speak subject to correction) — ^the procedure has been that the elected 
Members have sat down and Mr. Gupta, who has been the 
Secretary of the Legislative Department and now Secretary 
of the Legislative Assembly, used to conduct these elections 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: What busi- 
ness had he to do that? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: And what business have you to bring forward 
this Besolution? ^ 

Now, I ask one more question before I resume my seat. The Hon- 
ourable Member is an Executive Member of the Government of India. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Everybody knows it. 
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Sir Hari BIngh Ooiir: He can only bring up Government business, but 
he cannot bring in any business unconnected with the Government busi- 
ness. He has no jurisdiction to ask this House by a Besolution to carry 
out the purposes of the Delhi University Act. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Is that not a 
Government measure? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I therefore submit that he himself not being an 
elected Member, because the election is to tiike place under the Act . 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: He happens 
to be a pro-Chancellor of the Delhi University. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: He himself not being an elected Member, and 
consequently as this Resolution is not a Government business nor is it 
connected in any way with the business of Government, I submit he has 
no right to bring forward this Resolution. As the Honourable the Law 
Member was not present in this House, may I summarise my arguments 
for his information. Sir? (An Honourable Member: “No.”) 

Mr, K. Ahmed: That is not the practice of this House. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I therefore submit that all things considered, T 
would appeal to the Honourable the Leader of the House to advise his 
colleague to withdraw his Resolutaon. If this Resolution is not with- 
drawn, I would ask you, Sir, to give your ruling upon the various consti- 
tutional issues I have raised. 

Mr. President: You cannot raise a point of order conditional upon 
something happening. If you raise a point of order direct, I will deal 
with it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Very well, Sir. 

Mr. President: What is your point of order? ricaso restrict yourself 
to it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: The point of order I wish to raise is, I beg to 
state in a categorical form as follows. The first is that the Delhi Univer- 
sity Act VIII of 1922, Schedule, Clause 2, sub-clause (5) provides for a 
self-contained procedure for the election of four Members to the Court 
of the Delhi University by the elected Members of the Assembly. 

Mr. President: Does it lay down any procedure to be followed? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: All statutes must be presumed to be self- 
contained. That is the first point. The second point is, that being the 
case, this Resolution which lays down that the Members, shall elect four 
Members to the Court of the Delhi University in a particular manner is 
not in accordance with the Schedule to the University Act, because there 
might be half a dozen amendments ; it may be not 4 Members but 6 Mem- 
bers. Another amendment may be that not only elected Members but 
Nominated Members as well should take part in it. Third may introduce 
class representation in an academic body which knows of no caste, 
or creed. This Resolution, if it is once placed before the House, migh 
be subjected to a series of amendments which would contravene 
Act. 
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My third point of order is, a Member of the Executive Council of the 
'Government of India can only bring forward a motion concerning the 
Government of India and not one affecting the privileges of the elected 
Members of this House. 

My fourth point is that such a procedure is unprecedented; ever since 
the establishment of the Delhi University such a procedure was never 
adopted. And the Honourable Member has given no reason why he is 
making a departure in respect of the procedure which has been hitherto 
followed by this House in electing four Members to the Court. 

Mr. President: While the debate was proceeding I gave my best con- 
sideration to the points raised by the Honourable Member Sir Hari Singh 
Gour anticipating that perhaps a specific point of order would be raised. 
I am therefore able to give my ruling on the various points that the 
Honourable Member has raised. His first contention is that the Dc‘.lhi 
University Act lays down a self-contained procedure. T as.ked him whe- 
ther it laid down any specific method of election. It apparently does 
not. I have come across a large number of Acts of the Provincial as 
well as the Imperial Legislature which provide the right to elect, and in many 
of them express provisions are made regarding the manner and the 
method of carrying out such elections. If any specific method is provid- 
ed in the statute conceding the right of election, then that method is 
obligatory and must be carried out. In some cases the Acts provide that 
the electing body should frame rules and regulations for carrying out such 
elections. In such cases elections are held in accordance with rules so 
framed. If, as in this case no provision is made, then it obviously fol- 
lows that the Assembly, as a whole, should determine the manner in 
which these elections, should be held. The present motion is intended 
to lay down the procedure which should be followed to carry out the 
election. On that point, I hold that the Assembly is entitled to deter- 
mine the method and the manner in which this election should take 
place. 


The second point that was raised was that if the procedure to be laid 
down for election was by way of a Resolution, then it was open to the 
House to move amendments. I rccx>gnisc that it is. open to the House 
to move amendments to any Resolution that may be brought forward, but 
let us examine what amendments can be moved to this Resolution. The Hon- 
ourable Member urged that you could amend the motion by s-ubstituting 
four Members for six, or six Members for two. Those amendments, if 
they are moved, would be ruled out of order because they would bo in- 
consistent with the statute which gives .you the right to elect. The House 
has two courses open to it. One is to oppose the Resolution and throw 
it out. What the legal consequences of that action will be I am not 
called upon to decide, but the effect of it will be that it will be cons- 
trued as meaning that the Assembly refuses to exercise the right which 
the Legislature has given to it. A valid amendment can be moved to 
this motion, la.ying down specifically the procedure that should apply to 
this election, say by the method of proportional representation or by 
some other method, but no one can move an irrelevant amendment alter- 
ing the provisions of the statute under which thig election is proposed to 
he held. I hold that that point also fails. 
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As regards the third point, the Honourable Member has contendec^. 
that the Honourable the Mover is a Member of the Executive Council and 
that he can only bring forward motions, on behalf of the Government. I 
have been always of the opinion that Members of the Assembly, from 
whatever avenue they may come, are all equal, and that we are here in 
our corporate capacity dealing with the work entrusted to us by the Con- 
stitution. Any attempt to make such distinctions I personally very 
much deprecate. No doubt, where we have got a constituency we have 
to discharge our obligations by such constituency, but when we are* 
assembled here as one corporate body we ought alw^ays to work in the 
spirit in which I take it that every Honourable Member is working,^ 
namely, in the best interests of our countr}^ In my opinion, there is 
nothing in the constitution which deprives any Member on the Treasury 
Benches of his equal right as a Member of this Assembly. 

Now, let me ask the Honourable Member a question. When a motion- 
is brought forward before the House, are not Members on the Treasury 
Benches entitled to discuss it, whether it is Government business or non- 
official business? I think that every Member of this Assembly is entitled 
to bring forward such a Resolution. But my answer would be complete in 
regard to all the various points raised, including the one that the Hon- 
ourable the Mover of the motion is a Government Member, if I draw atten- 
tion to what has happened in the past in regard to th,is matter. I find 
the following in the official records: 

* ‘Hitherto the election of the non-official Members of the Legislative Assembly to 
the Court of the Delhi University has been treated as a more or less informal affair 
and has been held by the Secretary of the Assembly at the request of the Registrar of 
the University.” 

If a point of order can be raised, I should like to know what authority 
the Secretary had to carry out this informal election, but I am not rais- 
ing that point because I want to go on and read what follows, which, 
will show to Honourable Members that the procedure now adopted is the 
procedure laid down by my predecessor Mr. Patel. Let me read: 

“It was however decided by the President of the Legislative Assembly (and this 
was in 1929 when Mr. Patel was 'presiding) on the last occasion when a request for 
an election was received from the Registrar that the statutory election should be 
held formally as in the case of election to the Public Accounts Committee and other' 
Standing Committees and an appropriate motion for election should be made in the 
Assembly by the Member of Government concerned.” 

This completely meets all the points that have been raised, and when I 
am ruling that the motion is quite in order, I am merely doing so in 
accordance with my predecessor’s decision. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I just point out that your predecessor’s, 
ruling was not given after considering. . . . 

Mr. President: Order, order. Whenever I am honoured by being^ 
asked to preside over any public assembly, it is my practice to give every 
opportunity for placing a point of order as fully as possible before the 
House, and I think that the Honourable Member has had full opportu- 
nity. But. it is also my practice that when I have given my ruling — 
whether Honourable Members regard it as right, or whether they regard 
it as wrong — ^no further discussion ds allowed. 
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(At this stage Mr. B. Das rose in his seat.) 

Are you speaking on the ruling? 

Mr. B. No, Sir. I um asking a question of the Honourable- 

Member arising out of the ruling, as to why this paper was not sup- 
plied ... 

Mr. President: That is not a- point of order. I should like the House 
to restrict discussion on this llcsolution as much as possible. Does 
any Honourable Member wish to address the House? 

Mr. Muha^mmad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan llural) : T 
must confess that T was not at all impressed by the speech which the 
Leader of the Opposition has made and the intricacies of the law which 
he has propounded. They appear to' me to be absolutely out of point and 
have got no sense. 

Sir Hari Singh Qour: I rise to a point of order. I understand your 
ruling to be that once a ruling is given the matter dealt with in the ruling 
shall not be discussed. 

Mr, President: The points of order on which a ruling has been given 
cannot be re-raised, but fresh points of order can be raised at all times . 
and T cannot stop that. But having regard to the facjt that discussion 
has already proceeded at some length and also that it is very nearly 
lunch time, I should like to know whether the House des*ircs to vote ■ 
now, or whether it wishes to adjourn for lunch and resume the debate 
afterwards. 

Mr. Axnar Kath. Dutt: On a point of information. Sir. May I know 
whether elected Members alone will vote? 

Mr, President: That is the Resolution. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt: I am talking about the Resolution itself, — ^whe- 
ther votes will be taken from amongst the elected Members only or the^ 
official Members also will be allowed to vote on the Resolution. 

Mr. President: I should like to draw the attention of the Honourable- 
Member to the wording of the Resolution. Tt says, “that the procedure 
shall be as laid down by the Chair**. You may be quite sure that, if the 
Resolution is carried I shall issue voting papers only to elected Members. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I say that the point of order of Mr. Amar 
Nath Dutt is that when this Resolution is submitted to the vote of the 
House, will all Members be entitled to vote for or against the Resolu- 
tion, or only elected Members? 

Mr. President: I think I have explained at considerable length the 
position of this House as a whole? and I think I pointed out then that 
the Assembly as a whole shall decide the method and the manner in which 
the election shall take place. This House having done that, it will be- 
the elected Members only who will take part in the election to the Delhi 
University. 
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ib. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Bohilkuncl and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Eural) : On a point of order, Sir. The last speaker, Mr 
larnin ^an, referring to certain points of order raised by the Leaded 
of the Opposition, said that there was no sense in them. I should like 
to know whether that is in order or not, and 1 would ask the Honourable 
Member to withdraw his remark. 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: 1 never said that about the point of 
•order; I said that about his speech and the distinction which he had 
tried to make. - 


Mr. President: Gentlemen, 1 hope you will respond to my appeal and 
intimate to me whether you desire that we should adjourn now for Lunch 
or whether we should continue the debate. . . 

Some Honourable Members: Continue and finish, 

iSome Honourable Members: Let tlu^ question be now put. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, in the afternoon we have an engagement 

Mr, President: I know that. Closure has been asked and I am ac- 
"cepting it subject to the Wtishes of the House. Order, order. The ques- 
tion is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain ; Sir, 1 must 
say that T was taken by surprise when from the opposite Benches objec- 
tion was taken to what I considered an extremely innocent Resolution. 

An Honourable Member: Rvery one considers his Resolution an in- 
nocent one. 


The Honourable Khw Bahadur lifllan Sir Fazl-i-Husain : And 1 wiis 
just revolving in my mind the possibilities of the human mind discover- 
ing all sorts of fiendish schemes and conspiracies in what, ns I oven now 
claim, is nothing but an extremely simple, inoffensive and innocent pro- 
posal. 

An Honourable Member: But a new proposal. 

TOe Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: At the time 
I did not know that this innocent Resolution of mine which appeared to 
me to be extremely simple and rational had the support of the august 
•authority who presided over the deliberations of this* Assembly for a num- 
ber of years and within the authority of which authority, or under the 
control of which authority — ^not to repeat the same word — the privileges 
of this House were always safe. So, Sir, when the Honourable Members 
sitting opposite attribute to me all sorts of sinister motivesi with the 
object of depriving them of their rights and privileges, I am afraid they 
are doing me an injustice. Sir, it never does anyone any good to de- 
velop a suspicious frame of mind. It leads one to all sorts of difficulties 
as apparently it has done today. (Laughter.) Well, Sir, when you once 
develop a suspicious mind and bring forward arguments of all sorts in 
the heat of the moment, those arguments later on, wlien you are calmly 
deliberating over what you have said, strike you as having been said 
without calm and quiet deliberation. Sir, one of the Honourable Mem- 
bers went so far as to ask what I have got to do with the Delhi Univer- 
sity. The Delhi University, Sir, being a non-official body, a Government 
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Member trying to propose a Besolution in connection therewith was con- 
sidered absolutely out of order and very bad manners. The Honourable 
Member who made that speech had filled the distinguished office of Vice- 
Chancellor of that University. But Honourable Members will remem- 
ber that he was nominated by the Government to that exalted office when 
the University was created. 

8iv Hari Singh Gour: I was elected on the second occasion. 

An Honourable Member: Not on the second occasion. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Nor on the 

third either. To continue my speech, Sir, if the Education Member, 
who is virtually the ex-ojficto pro-Chancellor of the Delhi University, has 
no concern with the question whether the Univcrs.ity is properly consti- 
tuted in the sense that the statutory oblisfotion that four of its members 
should be the distinguished elected Members of this House is being 
carried out or not. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Did I understand the Honourable Member to 
say that the Education Member is the ex-officio pro-Chaucellor of the 
Delhi University? Ts he quite sure of his facts? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazld-Husain: He is 

pro- Chancellor, and'if the Honourable Member thinks he is not ex-ojficio. 
does he not realise that there is no chance for anybody but the Educa- 
tion Member being pro-Chancellor of that University? No, Sir. 

Mr. B. B« Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhamimidan) : Are you speaking 
in the capacity of pro-Chancellor of the Delhi University ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazH-Husain: I have many 
capaciticsi Sir, but here before this House 1 am in my capacity as a 
Member of this* great body. Sir, as I said before, the Besolution really 
is an extremely simple and innocent one,; and but for the fact that there 
was such a lot of heat imported into the controversy, I should not have 
thought it really necessary to make any observations; and my only ex- 
cuse fory taking a few minutes of -the House is* that perhaps for the future 
I may be in a position to save time on similar occasions. Now I think 
I really ought to make it quite dear to Honourable Members that there 
is no intention whatsoever on the part of Government, and could never 
certainly be on my part, to interfere with the election of representatives 
by the elected Members of this body. Here, in the matter of electing 
to Standing Committees the Members of the Govcniment, official Mem- 
bers as well as nominated Members, vote, but in some of the provincial 
Legislatures the practice is that only non-official Members of the Legis- 
lature elect their own Standing Committees, and I was one of those who 
pressed for that particular rule in the Legislature where I was a Mem- 
ber. So I can assure the Honourable Members that the rights of non^ 
official Members of this Assembly . . . 

Mr. B. R. Puri: Not non-offidal Members, but elected Members only. 
Not non-oificiaL 

The Honourable Khan Bidiadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: T quite under- 
stand the distinction between non-official Members, and elected Members. 
Under this Besolution the elected Members shall have the right and not 
3ion-elected non-official Members. 
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Sir Hari Singji Gour: Should they not determine how they will vote IT 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur BBian Sir Bazl i-Husain: But the dis- 
tinction I was trying to emphasise was that in my humble opinion it is 
the non*oihiCiial Members who have certain specific rights as distinct from 
those possessed by other Members of the Assembly who are not non-offi- 
cials, i.e., who are official Members. The Honourable Member wants 
no doubt, ill a general way, to say that a non-elected Member does not 
count, while to my mind he does count for a great deal, because as yet 
there are a number of interests which have not got elected seats, and 
through no fault of their own. Therefore he ought not to be hard on 
those non-offiicial Members who do not happen to be elected Members. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: That time is coming. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husa/.n: Quite, the 
time is very near indeed. Therefore, Sir, 1 trust Honourable Members, 
having seen that there is nothing wrong about m\ Resolution, having also- 
seen that their opposition arose out of suspicions which were unfounded, 
having also seen that not only is my Resolution simple, innocent and 
rejisonable but it has behind it the great authority of an ex-Pres.ident of 
this Assembly in whose custody the privileges, rights and liberties of this 
House developed and prospered. . . . 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is that the opinion of the Government? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: It is only the 
opinion of the Honourable Member sitting opposite that in this matter 
counts! I have no doubt. Sir, that in the spirit that befits this Housa 
and befits all Parties in this House, they will not press their opposition, 
having seen the light of reason, as ‘Well as of authority. 

Mr. President: The question, is: 

**That the elected Members of litis Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner 
as may be approved by the Honourable the President, four persons from among their 
own Members to be members of the Court of the University of Delhi in pursuance' 
of sub-clause (5) of clause 2 of the First Statutes of the University scheduled to the 
Delhi University .Act, 1922 (VIII of 1922J.’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I may inform the House that for the purpose of elec- 
tion of Membera to the Court of the University of Delhi, the Assembly 
Office will be open to receive nominations up to 12 noon on Thursday, 
the 12th February, while the election, if necessary, will take place ini 
this Chamber on Wednesday, the 18th February, 1931. The election will 
be conducted in accordance with the principle of proportional representa- 
tion by means of the single transferable vote. 

Mr. Preslldent: I think, as the agenda has not been finished, the Housg 
will have to adjourn for lunch now and meet again in the afternoon. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I do not know whether the Honourable the' 
Leader of the House would permit us to say that we have an engage- 
ment in the afternoon and Members on this side of the House would very 
much like if the House adjourned now for the day. The rest of the* 
agenda might be taken up on some other Government day. 
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The Honourable Sir George Eainy: I cannot undertake that time will 
•be found later in the Session for the discussion of the Report of the 
Public Accounts Committee if the House elects not to discuss it today. 

Mr. President: The issue is this. If the House wn’sh to discuss the 
Public Accounts Coniinittce ’s Report, they have to meet in the afternoon 
after lunch. Otherwise Government are not prepared, as T understand 
it, to guarantee any time for the disxjussion of tliat Report on some other 
occasion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I can give no guarantee. 

Mr. B. Das: We should discuss the Report now, because the Railway 
Jludget is coming before us shortly ; and in order to enable us to lay down 
the proper procedure with regard to the Railway Budget and the Gene- 
ral Budget, we should discuss the Report of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee now. 

Mr. President: Then, we will meet in the afternoon. We will adjourn 
till 2-45 p.M. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Luncli till a Quarter to Three of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled at a QuaHer to Three of the Clock, Mr. 
President in the Chair. * 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

White Paper in connection with the Round Table Conference, 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : 
In accordance with the undertaking which I gave in the Assembly in 
ansiwer to Sir Hari Singh Gour’s short notice question on the 26th Janu- 
ary, 1931, I lay on the table a copy of the first White Paper* presented 
to Parliament in connection with the Indian Round Table Conference. 

Sir Hari Singh Ck>ur: Sir, may I inquire how soon the second and 
“third parts will be available to the Members of this House? 

The Honourable Sir Georgia R^iny: 1 have not heard of a third part, 
but the second part ought to have arrived or is arriving by air mail this 
week. 

Sir Hari Sllngh Gour: I see in the introduction to the first part that 
there are three parts in contemplation. The third contains, I think, the 
evidence and the memoranda submitted by the various Depiirtments to 
the Conference. 

Tbb Honourable Sir George Rainy: T cannot say when that will be 
received. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Do we understand. Sir, that the first volume which 
Las been distributed to all the Members of the Assembly this morning is 
the one which is laid on the table? 


The White Paper' was plticed in the Library of the House. 
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Tha Hoaeurable Sir George lUdny: Yes, it was circulated in advance^ 
of being laid on the table. 

ttanlvl Muhammad Yakub: May I take it, Sir, that the House will 
be given an opportunity to discuss these when both the volumes have 
been received? 

the Honourable Sir George Rainy: I said, already, in reply to ar. 
question, that I will do my best to find a day, and I shall be very glad 
to communicate with the various parties in tlic Assembly as regards the 
particular date and also whether the House would wish to have both the sets 
of piipers or also the third. I fancy the third may take some time. 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 
to move that the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts 
of 1928-29 be taken into consideration. 

I think Honourable Members arc well aware of the various discussions 
which led to the adoption of this procedure for discussing the Report of 
the Public Accounts Committee. I think perhaps I might say that 
the procedure which it represents might be regarded as a child which 
has been born after long labour, in which my Honourable friend, Mr. 
B. Das, took an important part. (Laughter.) But it has been bom in 
very unfortunate times. This motion seems to have been dogged by ill 
luck. Last year it could not be taken up until the end of the Session 
and it then had to be postponed till the Simla Session, and then came 
up for discussion at a time when Honourable Members' thoughts were 
elsewhere. And now again ft has happened to come on a day when there 
are many other matters of perhaps more compelling interest and also 
at a time when Honourable Members' thoughts are perhaps more occupied 
with other issues. I trust, Sir, that, if there is some lack of interest in 
the discussion today that will not be regarded as an augury for the future, 
because I feel strongly that the discussion of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee's Report should be an important part of this Assembly’s business. 
But if any of my Honourable frienda, who might normally have \Mshed 
to speak on this motion today, feci that the time is inappropriate for 
making an important speech, it may be that they can let that feeling 
prevail without the fear that they are damaging the future prospects of 
the discussion in years to come of this motion. Sir, this is a question 
on which we on these Benches are perhaps • more prepared to act as 
listeners to suggestions which come from the other side than to make 
long speeches ourselves, and I reserve anything that I myself have to 
say until I have heard the observations of my Honourable friends on the 
Opposition Benches. 

Sir, I move. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Mu- 
hammadan Rural) : Sir, considering the fact that the discussion of this 
Report is so very important and also taking into account, as the Finance 
Member has himself said, that today we have got some other functions 
to attend and the House is very thin and not in a mood to enter into a 
seriouB discussion, will it not be proper that after cm& or two speeches 
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)iave been made this afternoon, this debate should be cArried over to some 
other day if the Finance Member agrees? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, if you should think fit, 
and if it is the desire of most of the Members present today, I for my 
own part should offer no objection to that suggestion. But I would 
remind my Honourable friends of what fell from my Honourable colleague, 
this morning as regards the claims which already exist on the future time 
of the Assembly. Although I feel sure he will do His best to find time, 
no guarantee can be given of that, and if the Assembly does not take 
advantage of this opportunity it may be impossihle to find any other time. 
But speaking for myself, if it is the general wish of Honourable Members 
present here today that tliey are prepared in this particular case to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of foregoing an immediate opportunity 
for the sake of a chance in the future, I would offer no objection at all. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhaminadan) : Sir, I quite agree > 
with my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, that the atmosphere 
is not opportune when we can discuss the financial control of the 
finances of the Government of India. Yet, I think we must be fair to 
the Treasury Benches. We are glad that the Treasury Benches have 
given us this opportunity to discuss the implications of the Reports of the 
Public Accounts Committee, and if on this side we have failed to appre- 
ciate that privilege which the Ck>vernmcnt conferred on this House, the 
fault is on our side and not on the Treasury Benches. As regards the 
suggestion that the debate should be caiTied on tp some other day, I do 
not know whether it will be adjourned sine die during this Session. There 
is no use of adjourning it to another day because wo must introduce the 
practice that the Public Accounts Committee's Report should bo discussed 
on the floor of the House before the budget discussions take place. The 
Railway Budget is coming up shortly and the General Budget will come 
up at the end of the month. So the new’ Members who have shown their 
lack of interest by their absence today will not derive any profit by our 
discussion today. (Interruption.) I am not anxious to inflict a speech 
on this House, but [ think, as I was a member of that Committee, it 
is for us to state what we have done. We have discharged our duty 
in that Committee, and the Report is there, and we would like the other ^ 
Members of the House to criticise the Report. Of course I am very much 
interested in the financial control of the finances of the Government of 
India and I would very much like to contribute my humble part to the 
discussion. 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member start with his observa- 
tions on the motion before the House? 

Mr. B. Das: Sir, Honourable Members know that the functions of 
the Public Accounts Committee are given in para^aphs 163 and 164 of 
the Legislative Manual. 'T’hey know what work is expected from that 
Committee. As stated therein, the Honourable the Finance Member 
happens to be the Chairman of that Committee. I think that privilege 
he will exercise for another two yefirs, and the English practice will come 
into vogue in this House and probably one of the non-officials will then 
preside. But I must pay my tribute to the Chairman of the Committee 
in which I have worked for the last five years as a member. My Honour- 
able friend. Sir George Schuster, has always presided as a very impartial 
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and able Chairman and has always acted as a member of the Committee 
without thinking that he represents ther Finance Department of the 
Crovernment and whenever we had pursued any points exercising stricter 
financial control, the Honourable the Finance "Member had pursued iho 
point in such minute detail, iind by bringing his great financial kno\vledw(‘ 
into such lucid, and shrewd cross-examination, that at times I thoughi 
that lie was a greater nationalist than many of us here. (Hear., hear f 1 
pay him that tribute. In the Committee 1 have always found very liltlo 
•diherence between him and myself. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: So also was his predecessor. 

Mr. B. Das: Yes, that tribute I gave to liis predecessor, Sir Basil 
Blackett, last year when I spoke at Simla. The purpose of the Biihlic 
Accounts Committee is stricter finamdal control. There are also other 
statutory committees that have been evolved by Hesohuioiift of this Blouse, 
sueli as the Standing Finance Committees, where unfortunately Members 
who are there do not see the whole picture of the finances of the Govern- 
ment of India. It is only in the Public Accounts Committee that we 
see how the finances have been spent and whether they are rightly spent. 
Sir, my Honourable friend, Sir George Schuster, referred to the procedure 
we have for the present adopted about the discussion of the Keport on 
the floor of this House. That is given in paragraph 5 of this year’s 
Report, and the Committee has accepted there the Government of India, 
Finance Department, Resolution paragraph 4, which is given on page 48. 
I do not want to read any extracts, because I find the atmosphere is 
not opportune to read extracts. But I personally am satisfied 

3 with the present procedure by which the Honourable the 

Finance Member will move his Resolution and we can make such sugges- 
tions as we can in this House when taking the Report into consideration. 
Sir, although, in the Public Accounts Committee, we are expected to 
see that the grants that the Assembly has sanctioned have been spent 
on the particular Demands for which the grants were voted, and we ha^M* 
to see that the appropriation and reappropriation under particular sub- 
heads on a particular grant are properly made, we have established con- 
ventions for giving better financial control to the Finance Department and 
also to this House. There has been at times overbudgeting to the 
extent of 25 per cent, or more, ;ind for that my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Parson's Department had been responsible in the past. I will just 
point out one or two things that we raised in the last year’s examinedion 
before the Public Accounts Committee. Certain glaring instances of 
faulty estimating in the Eastern Bengal Railway were brought to notice 
and the Committee has recommended and the Departmental witnesses 
also have given the assurance that no such things will occur in the future. 
Another point that was brought out before the last Public Accounts Com- 
mittee was that the Railways were not keeping commercial accounts for 
their collieries and they were not publishing annual balance sheets for 
their Railways. In this matter, the non-oflicial members of the Com- 
mittee received valuable support from the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber as Chairman, and it has been recommended by the Committee that 
annual balance sheets of different Railways, whether State or Company- 
managed, should be published and submitted before the next Public 
Accounts Committee, and I hope this will materialise. Incidentally, I may 
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observe that, so far, the practice is that the Finance Department reviews 
the Report of the Public Accounts Committee by a Resolution. As the 
(lovernment have conferred this privilege on the House to discuss the 
same, they have also decided that they will not present any more such 
omnibus Resolutions where Government decisions will be announced to 
the public and to this House; but there will be tri-monthly statements 
from the various Departments, collected by the Finance Department, 
Avhieh will be presented before the Public Accounts Committee. But as 
the Public Accounts Committee has not come into existence this year, 
those of us who are interested in that matter have not been able to 
ascertain from the Finance Department whether such tri-monthly reports 
have been submitted to the Fjnanco Department by the various depart- 
ments and whether action has been taken on various recommendations 
of the Committee. One other important chance in regard to last year's 
Report is this. Not only the Report as it is signed by the members forms 
part of the Report but also the proceedings — read this from paragraph 
38 of the Report, page 14 — 

*‘We do not desire to add to the length of this Report by including in it things 
of minor importance which appear in ihe proceedings appended. We desire that th'o 
suggestions and recommendations made therein should be dealt with in exactly the 
same manner as those embodied in the Report proper’*. 

That means a heavy responsibility to the officer of the Finance Depart- 
ment who is in charge of the Public Accounts Committee's Report to see 
that its recommendations are carried out and given effect to by the 
various Departments of the Government of India.. 

There is another important point. I would refer to the Stores Account- 
ing of the Bast Indian Railway which has been pending for the last two 
or three years. The Public Accounts Committee took strong views on 
the matter and it was pointed out by the then Controller of Accounts, 
Mr. Scott, that by his mechanisation process, by introducing machines, 
he would put the accounts in order within six months. When after a 
year we examined the Department again, it was pointed out that the 
machines had failed; Mr. Badenoch, the Director of Railway Audit, told 
us that the machines had failed, in the N. W. Ry., and that they were 
still in an experimental stage. But we were afterwards assured by Mr. 
Parsons and his new Controller of Accounts, Mr. M. K. Mitra, that by 
Februairy this year the East Indian Railway Stores Accounts would be 
reorganised completely and the Report would be discussed by the Public 
Accounts Committee. As no Public Accounts Committee exists, we have 
not been able to inquire how far action has been taken in the matter. 

I will now digress a little and refer to the Controller of Indian Stores. 
In the Public Accounts Committee’s Report of 1927-28, the Committee 
suggested that, if the various Departments, like the Army Department 
and the Railway Department, did not patronise the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment and give them sufficient orders to make it self-supporting, ’then 
Government would appoint a Committee of this House to consider whether 
the existence of that Department was justified. We had last year the 
privilege of examining the representatives of the Army and Railway De- 
partments as also the Chief Controller of Stores, and we found that though 
Departments are willing to patronise it in a rather l^alf-hearted way, it 
still remains to be seen how far the Indian Stores Department will be self- 
supporting. Perhaps the Stores Department will come with a Report 

F 
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next year before the Committee, and the Committee will then have to 
examine the whole position. There is one other thing about the Indian 
Stores Department. It was pointed out that part of the money spent on 
the Stores Department is spent on educative work. But neither the 
Chief Controller of Stores, who appeared as a witness,, nor the Industries 
and Labour Department could produce any leaflets or books that they 
had issued for educative work in India. The Committee has therefore 
recommended that that Department should bring out such publications 
about their educative work as they have done or do from year to year in 
order to industrialise the country. 

I do not want to take up much more time : I will conclude my spee(*h 
W alluding to the loans and debt position. As I said last year in Simla, this 
House is not privileged to discuss non- voted grants and certain other items ; 
but yet in the Public Accounts Committee we have secured the privilege of 
discussing the principles underlying those things. While discussing tin* 
loans and debt position last year in the Public Accounts Committee, wo 
found instances of financial control not having been exercised in regard 
to capital expenditure on Railways, and the Government of India at times 
paying more interest and incurring debts; and we tried to impress on 
the Finance Department and the Railway Department that they should 
confine their loans to the actual capital expenditure that was necessary 
during the year. We also, found instances of the Government of India 
coming to grief on account of the Provincial Governments. There is the 
Government of the Punjab, which has made the Government of India 
spend money on two important loans: one for the Kangra Valley Railway, 
which at first was budgeted for a croro and afterwards came to three 
orores, while the Government of the Punjab guaranteed interest of four 
lakhs only for thirteen years. The Government of India have had to 
incur fresh loans on this account. Another project is the Sutlej Valley 
irrigation project, for which the Government' of India have to advance 
heavy loans to the Punjab Government, and the Pimj.ab Government 
indirectly committed the Government of India to advance loans to an 
Indian State — the Bahawalpur State — to the extent of cloven orores, and 
for which, as would be found in the discussions,, the State could not pay 
interest for the last year. We were indebted to the Auditor General for 
bringing out this subject — ^provincial balances which has been quoted in 
full in paragraph 37 at page 13 of the Report. I shall read only two or 
three lines: 

“As in 1928-29 treasury bills were outstanding throughout the year, for the purpose 
inttr alia of supplementing the Central balances, the overdrawala of. Burma in 1928-29 
must have had the effect of increasing the borrowings of the Central Government and 
of increasing the interest charges borne by Central Revenues. It is clear that in every 
way the present position in regard to this matter is irreconcilable' with the ordinary 
accepted principles which govern either business or public finance.*’ 

The Public Accounts Committee observes as follows : 

'“We have been informed that the . whole question is bound up with the allied 
quejBtions of the treatment of provincial deposits and advances, the incidence of the 
cost of management of treasuries, etc. The question is one which has actually been 
referred to in the Statutory Commission’s Report and is to come up at the forth- 
coming constitutional review. We desire to recommend, however, that it should he 
carefully examined and that the services rendered by the Central Government to the 
Provincial Governments as their banker, should be treated on a strictly commercial 
hasiOf the Provincial Governments being required to keep balances according to the 
needs of the situation and to pay interest on overdrafts, ju.st as they would do with 
a banker,’* 
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1 hope the ^Finance Member, whether he is in a position to assure me 
today or a year hence, will be in a position to say that the Central Gov- 
ernment s relation with the Provincial Governments as regards banking 
find provincial balances are treated on a strictly commercial basis, and 
that the i^inance Department will exercise control over Provincial Govern- 
ments to the extent of seeing that they do not incur debts unnecessarily, 
as has happened in the Kangra Valley Kailway project and the Sutlej 
Valley Irrigation project, or even the Bombay Development scheme, 
which this Committee de/ilt with two or three years ago. These are 
points we have to look into. Also restricted capital expenditure on rail- 
ways is a point which we have to look into. 

Then again. Sir, various points came up before the Public Accounts 
Committee, and we were told that some of those points would be decided 
after the statutory changes had been made. For example, the convention 
about the separation of the railway finances, the settlement of the financial 
question between the provincial balances, whether Provincial Governments 
who draw overdrafts will pay interest to the Central Government, whether 
the Government of India are going to prepare statements about these pointg 
left over from the Keports of the Public Accounts Committees, and 
to place them for final settlement before the Secretary of State or before 
such Committees or Commissions that might sit in the near future to 
decide upon the constitutional charges arising out of strict financial control, 
are important points. I should like the Honourable the Finance Member 
to enlighten us. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: Muham- 
madan Kural) : Sir, we are very thankful to the members of the Public 
Accounts Committee for placing such valuable material in the hands of 
the Members of this House. 1 read every word contained in these two 
volumes, and I entirely agree with my friend, Mir. B. Das, that the Honour- 
able the Finance Member has done yeoman service in bringing out and 
elucidating all the obscure points in connection with the finances. I also 
associate with him the Auditor General, whose Ileport has proved to be 
N'ery valuable to the members of the Committee, as I noticed that that 
was really the basis of discussion in their meetings. No doubt, this Report 
docs not give such a lucid account of the general finances of India as 
I would like to see it do, but it throws a flood of light on certain very 
important questions. For example, I have been reading the evidence 
contained in these volumes, and I find that all is not well so far as the 
Railway and Post Office Departments arc concerned. These two are very 
important Departments from the point of bringing in revenue to the coffers 
of the Government. 

There is one more thing which I would have liked the members of the 
Public Accounts Committee to do, and that is to discuss the details and 
affairs of the Public Works Department and especially those relating 
to some of the works carried out at Dehra Dun during the last five years. 
I hope that in the future meetings, the Public Accorunts Committee will 
go into all details in connection with the expenditure incurred by the 
Public Works Department, and particularly with regard to the expendi- 
ture incurred in Dehra Dun. 
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Now, I take up the condition of the finance in those two Eepartments 
which has been the subject-matter of detailed discussions in the Publiu 
Accounts Committee, l^’irst, 1 shall take the Post Office. Heading through 
these Iteports, it would seem that the administration of the Post Office 
is quite all right at the bottom, but there is something seriously wrong 
at the top; that is to say, though the officers who are working in the 
various towns carry on their duties with great satisfaction, there is some- 
thing wrong somewhere in the general administration at the centre on 
account of which the Postal I>©partment is not a self-supporting Pepart- 
ment. I shall give an illustration. It has been pointed out by the 
members of the Public Accounts Committee that the Postal authorities 
give stamps free of cost to various Indian States. 1 cannot understand 
why these stamps are given to them without any payment. In olden days 
every State managed its own Post Office and as compensation for giving 
up their State postal arrangements in favour of the central organisation, 
we agreed to give them stamps. I think that it was done as compensation 
for the loss of income. If the States agree to participate in profits, they 
ought also to share in our losses. I will give the House some figures to 
show that the present arrangement which the Postal Department has witli 
the States is not satisfactory, and that it leads to a definite loss. Instead 
of giving them some stamps, we ought to charge them a proportionate 
share which the Government of India incurs on its post offices. This i« 
only one thing. I find there are many other things which I think ought 
to be set right. The question w^as put to the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs whether the present arrangement of postal organisation is a 
paying proposition. This is a thing which we Members of this Hon so 
ought to know. We would also like to know whether in other countries 
like Europe and elsewhere the Postal Department is a self-supporting 
Department or whether the State always pays this Department to meet 
its demands. 

I now come, Sir, to the Hail way Department. The Public Accounts 
Committee, in their proceedings, have made serious allegations against 
the administration of the Railway Board, and 1 take these allegations in 
turn. I do not like to enter into a detailed discussion, because we will 
have an opportunity of doing so when discussing the Railway Budget, but 
I shall confine myself to only a few points which are brought out by tin' 
Public Accounts Committee. Now, in question No. 904 it was statt'cl 
that a proposal was made to build a certain railway lino. It was saiuv 
tioned and the railway line was completed, but no estimate was ever pro- 
pared nor was it produced before any authority. This is one instance 
illustrating the manner in which affairs are carried on in the Railw.iy 
Board. Now, any one who knows even the A. B. C. of finance will notice 
that a thing of this kind is an impossibility in any sound financial adminis- 
tration. I do not think the Finance Member will allow any works to bo 
executed unless the estimates are laid before him. But in this particular 
case which I have mentioned, no estimate was ever prepared, and the 
whole line was completed without practically the sanction of any superior 
authority. 

Now, the second allegation is the one which has been mentioned by 
my friend, Mr. B. Das, that the estimate for the Kangra Valley line was 
only one crore, while, as Mr. B. Das mentioned in his question, the actual 
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cost ^as about 3J crores. Mr. Bussell however admitted that there was 
a mistake in estimating only to the extent of 300 per cent. I cannot 
possibly conceive that an estimate could be changed by this amount. 
Hud we been told at the outset that the line would have cost three crores 
instead of one crore, then probably sanction would never have been given 
by this House to such a costly undertaking which will prove a hopeless 
financial loss to the Government. So this mistake of 300 per cent, is 
really a very serious affair, and in any other Government besides the 
Indian Government, the persons who were primarily responsible fbr such 
mistakes would never have found a place in the future administration 
of the country. 

Now, we are promised that a Committee has been appointed to prepare 
a Beport, and we are anxiously waiting for this Beport. Wo are also 
equally anxiously waiting to see what punishment is going to be awarded 
to those who are responsible for this serious mistake. 

The third allegation that is brought out is in question No. 893. 

Hr. B. Das: They arc not allegations, but they arc facts. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Still they have to admit these charges. 

Now, all these things show how unreliable the estimates of the 
Bailway Board aro. The Honourable the hinance Member asked Mr. 
Bussell as to what he thought the value of orders the Bailway Board 
was likely to place with the Baiiway Stores Department. In reply, Mr. 
Bussell said this: 

“I think this year possibly the orders might be 2 crores, but I cannot prophesy 
whether the amount would be 3 crores, 4 crores or 5 crores”. 

It is quite all right in private conversation to say a thing like that and 
say that a certain project might cost one, two, three, four or five crores, 
but we can least expect such an indefinite statement from an officer 
holding the position of Financial Commissioner for Bailways .... 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I did not say that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad 1 don’t say you said that, but it looks rather 
strange, that Mr. Bussell of your Department should make such a vague 
statement. 

This was my third allegation. The fourth allegation that has been 
made by the members of the Committee is this. They say, “You 
intentionally put up your estimates so that you may have a largo margin 
to meet now items of expenditure.” This was brought out in connection 
with a certain expenditure of Bs. 20 laklis incurred in regard to some 
arrangements in the Burma Bailways. Of course, I am not concerned 
with the fact whether the expenditure wag justifiable or not, but what 
is important is this, that you obtained this permission by a back door. 
You put your estimates intentionally at a very high pitch, and from the 
savings of those wrong estimates you incur this, expenditure. Beally 
speaking, the Baiiway Board ought to have come directly to the Asseiribly 
and got permission. What we seriously object to is this, that you take 
the permission by means of the back door and that you manipulate these 
figures yourself. 
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The fifth allegation was that the liailway Board was asked to appoint 
a Ketrenchment Committee, and Mr. Eussell in his reply said that the 
liailway Board was in itself a Ketrenchment Committee. This is a very 
strange reply. We believe that God can do everything, but there is one 
thing that (iod cannot do, and that is that Ho cannot create another God 
like Himself. So is the case with the Ketrenchment Committee. We 
want to retrench the Members of the Kailway Boiird, and they themselves 
say '‘We are the Ketrenchment Committee'*, and I cannot sec how they 
can retrench themselves. 

The next allegation w'hich I would like to bring forward is on page 253. 
It is a very curious thing. 1 hope Mr. Parsons had some experience in 
his early days of district administration, and I am sure that the Honour- 
able the Commerce Member has had a good deal of experience of district 
life, and 1 wonder whether a thing of this kind would ever have been 
allowed by them, and how they swallowed this big pill. Here was the 
case of the dismantling of abutments of a certain bridge. What happened 
was this, that a certain engineer went there and in his opinion it was 
desirable that the dismantling of the abutments should be carried out. 
He was transferred and somebody else took his place. He went to the 
place (and thought that dismantling was not necessary. He made a report 
to that effect, but while this report was going on, the whole thing had been 
dismantled, and afterwards he found that there was nothing to be discussed. 
1 quite understand that there may be a difference of technical opinion, 
but while the thing is being discussed, 1 cannot understand that any 
administration will allow action to be taken. Now, Sir, if a district officer 
is of a certain opinion about a particular thing, and his successor comes 
and is of a different opinion and refers the matter to a higher authority, 
then the thing could never be carried out, and if the subordinates had 
done so, they would have no place in the administration of the Govern- 
ment. There is no mention in the Keport whether the Kailway Board, 
which possess princely authority and functions also as a Ketrenchment 
Committee, took any action against the subordinate officers who were 
responsible for this action. They did not wait for evident personal reasons 
for the final orders but carried out the demolition on the supposition that 
a report would be what suited them. This time it was Mr. Parsons 
who answered the question in the Committee, and instead of apologising, 
instead of asking for a final report from the officers concerned, instead of 
taking any action, he simply says that the Engineer in charge was in no 
way at fault and that it was purely a difference of technical opinion. 1 
ask, is this the sort of reply that should be given considering the great 
mistake that was committed by the officers concerned? 

The next point to which the Committee have drawn attention is the 
abnormal expenditure on publicit 3 ^ When the Kailway Board were 
questioned about it, they said that it w.aB not abnormal, but when they 
wore asked to mention the expenditure that was incurred by other countries 
and othe]' Railways, no reply was forthcoming. It means that they really 
do not know their own business; they simply go on passing orders 
without knowing their trade. 

There is one remark to which I would like to draw attention, . and that 
is at pages 99 and 100. It deals with permission for capital grants, and 
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they have put forward a proposal. It is published here, but any one 
who scrutinises it will be .surprised at the wisdom of the person who has 
adumbrated it. He said: 

**What we are really to do is thcat we should give 5 or 6 alternatives and leave 
it to the Assembly by means of token cut to suggest which of the alternative projects 
they would like.’* 


What I should have* expected was they should have a committee of 
experts who ought to decide definitely and come forward with definite 
suggestions. The method of deciding questions of this kind by a token 
cut is really a very novel way of doing bi||iness, ' and I hope that the 
Railway Board and the Finance Department will devise some new method 
by means of which permission for capital (xpenditure may be obtained. 
Of course, I do not desire at this stage to dilate on the difficulties under 
which the Railway Board are suffering now, because T know very well 
that the Railway Board do not command the same respect and the same 
confidence as its predecessors once commanded, owing to the mistakes 
they have committed. I hope that they will be able to come out with 
some solution of the difficulties, and as we shall have another opportunity 
of discussing the matter, in all its details when the Railway Budget comes 
up before us for consideration, T shall leave the question at this stage.. 

In the end, I thank the members of the Public Accounts Committee 
once more for the valuable services that they have rendered. I do not 
want to discuss the work of the Finance Committor; at this stage, as a 
time will come when we shall discuss it, but I may mention today that 
the way in which they are carrying on their work is by no means satis- 
factory and we need some kind of reform in the procedure of their work 
as well. 


Mr. S. 0. Shahanl (Sind: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I .rise to 
make a few observations on the Report oi the Public Accounts Committee. 
If Honourable Members will look at page 1, Volume I, they will find that 
in the statement of total grants voted by the Legislative Assembly com- 
pared with the total expenditure against these grants, the final grants 
amounted to Rs. 15,542 lakhs, and the actual expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 15,208; that is to say, there was a surplus of Rs. 334 lakhs. Now, 
if we have a look at the non-voted appropriations sanctioned by the 
Government of India, and compare these with the total expenditure against 
such appropriations, we find that nearly the whole amount of the appro- 
priations has been spent. This leads a man like me to think .^at less 
effective control is exercised over non-voted appropriations. Then, if 
Honourable Members \^ill look at paragraph 13 of the Report, they will 
find it stated; 


“On the Railway side, there are two connected problems, vw., the introduction of 
a system of proper' commercial accounts on all colliery worked by Railways and the 
preLwion li the results of the working of each Railway in 

trading and profit and loss accounts and balance sheets. As Yegards the former, it hw 
been explained to us that the difficulty is one of determimng the prices 
Railways ought to pav to their own collieries for coal. We consider that accurate 
costing accounts should he kept, including all charges, so that, m a broad way. one 
could see from year to year whether it paid the Railways to . work their own collmries 
or whether thev were losing in doin<? so instead of buying thmr coal from outside. 
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I wonder if the costing accounts of the collieries owned by private indio 
viduals or groups could b'' secured, and if these accounts could be secured 
and given for comparison, it would in a broad way enable one to see from 
the national point of view whether the railways should continue to work 
their own collieries. 

Then, if Honourable Memberg will look at page 43, they will see it 
stated in paragraph 135: 

‘*The Committee further considered the question of the relationship of the Army 
to the Indian Stores Department in regard to the purchase of stores.** 

In the next paragraph, it is^tated: 

*'The Committee expressed satisfaction that the Departments had come into closer 
contact and wishes to see the results after some time.** 

I would like very much to know how far the purchase of articles for the 
Army through the Indian Stores Department has progressed. 

On page 44, it is stated : 

**The Chief Controller then explained certain general points put to him by Mr. Das. 
The Committee considered that it would be valuable if the Indian Stores Department 
could consider the question of publishing a pamphlet showing the extent of ^ucative 
and other work which it was doing in the direction of assisting Indian industries.** 

Mr. Das has already referred to it, and has said that not a leaflet has 
been put forth. I do not know whether I understood him correctly. I 
would therefore like to ask again if any pamphlet has been published. I 
would also very much like to know the steps that have been taken by the 
Indian Stores Department to assist Indian industries. If the steps taken 
were recounted on the floor of this House, I think it would be both 
interesting and edifying. 

If we look into page 53, we find it is stated : 

“Supply of copies of ‘Epitome of the Reports from the Central Committees of 
Public Accounts*, 1923-27, prepared by the Auditor General, to members of the Com- 
mittee and such otlier Members of the Assembly as ask for it.** 

If such an epitome is available, I beg to suggest that a separate day for 
instituting comparisons between the accounts of different years from 
1Q23-28 would be very desirable. 

Then I would ask Honourable Members to look at page 129. I find 
it stated there that the purchase of lubricating oils through the Indian 
Stores Department in the years 1927-29 meant a saving of 17,976. I find 
that thi^ analysis is somewhat misleading. It is stated in the analysis 
tliat theJ^e were five items over which a loss was incurred and there were 
seven other items over which a gain was secured. I would very much 
like these items to bo described each in detail and not five or seven items 
together. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair, which was taken by 
Sir Hugh Cocl?e.) 
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I think that would enable us to compere the results of the purchase by 
the Indian Stores Department item by item. 

It is stated on page 130 in the last paragraph that : 

“Lubricants, Paints, Kerosine and M. T. Petrol — ^the economies effected by purchase 
through the Director of Contracts over the three years 1927-30, aggregated Rs. 8,38,674 
and it is still open to the Indian Stores Department to produce concrete evidence that 
it is able to purchase as cheaply and as efficiently hir tht^ Army as the existing Army 
Department agencies. Until such evidence is produced, it is for consideration whether 
the Army would be justified in entrusting the Indian Stores Department with addi- 
tional purchases*’. 

I would very much like to know if such evidence has been forthcoming, 
and if it is deemed desirable to purchase articles for the Army ihrongh the 
Indian Stores Department. 

I would also say one or two things willi regard fo what is contained in 
Volume IT. If TTonourahlo TVIenihers will look into pngj' 3, they will find 
in the concluding paragraph tlio following: 

“It is improving every year. I want the Committee to be quite clear. I don’t 
regard this as the last word on the subject. T was talking to the Auditor General 
yesterday, and I gathered tlhat the Director of ('’ommorcial Audit had already been 
Avorking a good deal on those lines. . . . What I feel is at present a good d«al 
of information is given, but it is very difficult for members of the public to get at a 
glance a comparison of the results.” 

I would like to know whether such a cornpnrutivo statomont enabling 
the Members of tliis House to get nt a glance a comparison of the results 
lias been prepared. What you want to do is to compart' a senes of years. 

Tlien on page 18, Voilume IT, it is statc'd in copnection with question 

61 : 

“One might ask the Financial Adviser Avliother he accepts the criticism that there 
is room for improvement in the estimating and also in the control of expenditure 
throughout the yiar”, 

and in the next paragraph it is stated : 

“There is a progressive improve?nciit. We are getting closer and closer to the 
actuals. You will see that the difference in 1928-29 between the final estimate and the 
actuals of the working expenses was Us. 4,68.000. The previous year it was Rs. 8 
lakhs odd and the year before it wan a still higher figure.” 

T would like very much to know wliat stops have bc'cn taken to effect this 
progressive improvement. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, at this hour of the tftor- 
noon I am sure Honoumblo Mi'mbers will not lak(' it amiss from mo if 
T do not reply in detail to all tlie points that have been raised. Some of 
these are difficiilt to reply to in debate, and if they will accept from me 
an assurance that every point that has been raised will bo carefully con- 
sidered, T hope it will satisfy tliem. T am grat('ful to my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Das. for what be has said about any small part which I may 
have played in the work of the Public Accounts Committee; and although 
T think it is desirable to avoid any suggestion that this debate should 
develop into a sort of mutual admiration society of members of the Public 
Accounts Committee, T still would like on mv side to say one word of 
appreciation for the support wbieb T have always Jhad from the Public 
Accounts Committee, and particularly from my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Das, who has taken so very much interest in the matter. (Applause.) 
These are very important questions, and it is a great encouragement to 
ns in charge of the Finance Department if, in our rather ungrateful task 

Q 
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of trying to restrain demands from other Departments, or in trying to 
criticize things that go wrong, we do receive support from the non-official 
Members of this House; and it is a great help if we find signs of interest 
taken by the representatives of the public. 

My friend, Mr. Das, in his speech referred to some very important 
points. I am however only going to select one of them for special mention. 
He referred to the general importance of the control of our capital expen- 
diture programme, and he referred to the loan and debt position. He made 
three points: the control of capital expenditure on the railways, the 
control of expenditure or rather of the finance provided by the Central 
Government for the provinces; and his third point was the control of the 
financial assistance rendered by the Government of India to certain Indian 
States. The particular instances to which he referred are of course all 
past history. The control of capital expenditure on the railways generally 
has of course been one of the most important tasks which have had to be 
taken up in tlie last two years owing to the deterioration of the financial 
position. I do not think that my Honourable friend would find anything 
to complain about in the rigidity of our control at present. 

Then again the question of the financial relations between the Central 
Government and tliii Provinces and the liabilities to which the Central 
Government may be put owing to their having to carry the obligation of 
acting as bankers for the provinces is a vt‘ry important question— one 
which will Ikivc to be considered in the new constitutional review. The 
particular instance to which my Honourable friend referred, viz., the ex- 
penditure on the Kaiigra Valley Railway, is, 1 am glad to say, past 
history. This has not b(*en a happy incident. It was all over many years 
ago, and I understand the Report of the special committee of investigation 
is just about to become available. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is not the history of the expenditure on the 
Bombay, Baroda and Centi’ul India Railway in Bombay equally bad? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I ^as trying to pick out one or 
two points in the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. Das. He also 
referred particularly to the heavy capital comiiiitments in which the Gov- 
ernment of India had been j)]aced in connection with the Sutlej Valley 
Irrigation project, and particularly in connection with the large loan to 
the Bahiiwiilpur State. That again, I am glad to say, is past history, 
though unfortunately the commitment still coniinues and in the present 
bad times, with low prices for agricultural produce, the returns which 
ought to come from the sale of land arc of course being held up. At any 
rate we are not increasing that commitment, but we simply have to face 
something that was undertaken several years ago. I can assure my 
Honourable friend that 1 agree with every word that he lias said on thai 
subject; and I would like to take this opportunity to say — ^perhaps what 
one says on the subject may be of value in Ihe future — I should like to 
take this opportunity of making one special observation, and that is this. 
A great deal of attention is paid in popular Assemblies generally to the 
control of budgetary ^ expenditure. But budgetary problems and the 
control of budgetary expenditure are really comparatively simple matters. 
You know when you are going wrong with the Budget and things can be 
corrected at once. Capital expenditure is much more difficult to control: 
and from my experience of public finance in various countries, I think 
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that is subject which does not receive nearly so much attention as 
budgetar}' expenditure does; and one could point to several examples — 
f do not wish to mention any particular names because I do not wish to 
commit myself in a public speech to criticisms of other countries — I 
could point to several examples that are in my mind today of countries 
that have got into serious financial difficulty owing to insufficient control 
of their borrowing programme and to their relying too much on borrowed 
money to meet unproductive expenditure. (Applause.) India in the past 
has had a very high standard in these matters; and there is no country in 
the world today whose public debt is so well covered by assets which really 
bring in a return every year which meets the interest charges on the ex- 
penditure. (Applause.) I trust that Honourable Members in the future 
who succeed to our responsibilities will keep up this high standard. Thero 
is nothing more important, and niy Honourable friend, Mr. Das, has done 
a public service in calling attention to this very important question. T 
hope that he will long be in this House, how^ever it is composed in the 
future, and that the value of his experience in these early years of the 
Indian constitution will be available in ihe future. For, Sir, it is a thing 
which sometimes causes one to regret that, though one in a small w^ay 
devotes a great deal of trouble and effort to work on these Committees, 
feeling that they may be of some educative value, yet at times one fears 
that perhaps those who have served on them may not be able to play an 
important part in the future. I trust, however, that they will, because 
I do believe, in spite of the shortcomings of the constitution hitherto, or 
in spite of wliat the Honourable Members opposite may think about those 
shortcomings, I do believe that on these Committees in a quiet way most 
valuable educative w^ork has been done and a tradition has b(*,(‘n started 
which will be of enormous value to India, with her national Government 
in the future. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend, Hi’. Ziauddin Ahmad, took us through 
a number of points for criticism. He brought us down from the rather 
congratulatory and optimistic atmosphere in which the first speaker had 
travelled and to the lower ground of criticism. In connection with that 
there are two things which i would like to say. First of all in dealing 
with the Public Accounts Committee’s lieport, one must realise that one 
is dealing with past history. Here we are in 1931 discussing the accounts 
of 1928-29. It is a long time ago, and looking back on my owm responsi- 
bilities, it covers actually the year before I became responsible for the 
affairs here. I merely mention that to bring out how far back and into 
what distance of past history the discussions of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee’s Report carry us. Many of the points of criticism, of course* 
have been dealt with, and 1 think I may claim that in almost all important 
cases action to correct what was criticised therein .lias been taken. The 
other thing that I wish to say about the Public Accounts Committee's 
Report is that it is solely concerned with things that have gone wrong. 
It is not part of the duty of the Public Accounts Committee, when calling 
attention to perhaps two or three things which have gone wrong in the 
accounts, of a particular Department, to mention at the same time perhaps 
500 instances of good work which has been done. I would ask critics 
like my Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, to bfear that point in mind. 
The Report is simply an account of points for critwiism. It does not 
bring out the enormously preponderating prcTpcftliion of records of good 
work in the Depwrtmenis. But let me not bo taken as suggesting 
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that criticism should not be made, because it is of the greatest value, 
1 think, to the efficiency of Government that the representatives of the 
public shoukl criticise, and criticise most severely, provided only that 
they really understand the facts and do not ask for unreasonable protection 
in small items at the risk of putting too heavy a burden for accounting 
charges and supervision on to the general work of Government. (Hear, 
iicar.) 

T do not tlmik, Sir, that it is necessary for me to say anything in 
detail about the observations made by my Honourable friend to whose 
speech 1 am now referring. But once again, I say that I will take account 
of everything that he has said and see that it is considered most carefully 
by tlie Depart inents concerned. 

Then, Sir, the last speaker made one point which struck me, 1 must 
say, as a trilh; curious. He referred to the Public Accounts Committee’s 
lleport, on page 1, and as far as I understood him, lie made the point 
that the savings on the final appropriation in respect of voted expenditun* 
were mucli greater than tlie savings in the case of non-voted expenditure. 
And he theiefore suggested that the financial control as regards non- 
voted expenditure was much less severe than financial control over voted 
expenditure. But, Sir, if I remember aright the discussions that we have 
had on these matters, certainly if 1 refer to tlie sort of criticism that has 
been made in the Public Accounts Committee, the subject which is gene- 
rally being made one for criticism is what is generally described as over- 
budgeting; and, if at the end of the year, a large* saving on the final appro- 
priation is found, my Honourable friends on the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee would select that as something whicli so(*ins to suggest the need 
4 pm further emquiry. They take as a test of excellence in finan- 

cial control, the fact that the actual i‘xpenditure in any year 
approaches most exactly the amount which has been asked for in the 
budget estimates. Tliercfore, T think my Honourable friend's criticism 
rather turns into praise and the evidence of those figures is that there is 
much closer control on non-voted expenditure than on tlie voted subjects. 
But T do not wish to carry the point to any great length for in both 
cases 1 think the record of past years sliows that wo have been steadily 
approaching better budgeting and a more accurate estimate of all our 
expenditure. The more fact that there is some difference between voted 
and non-voted expenditure cannot, T feel, be taken as indicating a system 
of financial control which is really much better on the one side or the other. 

Sir, I think with my promise to look into all the points that have been 
raised, Honourable Members will be satisfied with the reply that T have 
made. T would only like to say in conclusion that I hope that next year 
we shall be able to have this sort of discussion under happier auspices 
and that more time will be available so that more speakers can be heard 
and, we, on the Government Benches, may get a greater opportunity o^ 
learning what are the views of the representatives of the public. 

Mr. Fresldldnt: The question is: 

**Tbat the Beport of the Public AcconiitR Cuiniiiiitee on I bp ii. cnui I r of 1928-29 be 
taken into consideration”. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned tdl Eleven of the Olo^k on Thursday, 

I2th February, 1031. 
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j'he Assembly met iiu the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Formation of a Board for the Administration of the Posts 
AND Telegraphs Department. 

450. *Mr. S. 0. Mitift: (a) Is it a fact that a Board has recently been 
fonned for the administration of the Posts and Telegraphs Department on 
behalf of the Governor General in Council ? 

(h) Is it intended that the Board will function in the same way as the 
Railway Board, and if not, in what respects does the constitution of the 
former differ from that of the latter? 

(c) Are any officers of the Posts and Telegraphs Department ex-officio 
members of the Board and, if so, have their duties and responsibilities 
increased thereby? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (b) and (c). A Board has not been formally 
constituted, but as an experimental measure the Director General, the 
Chief Engineer, the Senior Deputy Director General and the Financial 
Adviser have been empowered by the Honourable Member in charge of 
Industries and Labour to deal collectively and individually with certain 
classes of cases which would otherwise be submitted to Government for 
orders. If the experiment proves a success, the formal constitution of a 
Board will be considered. 

Hindu and Muhammadan Holidays in the Office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

451. *Mr, S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in the office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs no Muhammadan clerk is required to 
attend office on a Muhammadan holiday? If so, do the Hindu clerks enjoy 
the same facility in respect of Hindu holidays? 

(b) Is it a fact that fhc Muhammadan clerks of the office are granted 
special holidays, e.g., the Dusscrah Holidays? If so, is the same con- 
cession ever extended to the Hindu clerks in respect of any IMuhammadan 
holiday? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The reply to the first part of the question is in the 
atVumative. The reply to the second part is in the negative. The reason 
for ihe difference in treatment is due- to the fact that, if all Hindu clerks 
^verr allowed to stay away on Hindu holidays, which are not treated as 
entirely closed holidays, the work the office would be at a stand-still, as 
the very great majority of the staff consists of Hindus.* 

(b) During the last Dusserah holidays, the Muhammadan clerks were 
J^ranted compensatory holidays in lieu of the ones to which they were 
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entitled and on which they were required to attend in order to give all the 
Hindu clerks the benefit of complete absence from office. The reply to 
the rest of the question is in the negative. 


Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Am I to understand that the position is> that there is 
discrunination as regards privileges between Muhammadan clerks on Hindu 
holidays and Hindu clerks on Muhammadan holidays? If so, why is there 
this discrimination? 


Mr. H. A. Sams: I do not think there is any discrimination. It is a 
matter of convenience. When the office is not entirely closed, we have to 
make arrangements after considering the work of the office. As I have 
already explained, the Muhammadan clerks were given compensatuiv 
holidays during Dusserah in lieu of other holidays on which they attended 
office in order to allow the Hindu clerks to enjoy those holidays. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra: Do the Hindus get the same privileges if the occasion 
arises ? 


Mr. H. A. Sams: The occasion would not arise because the great major- 
ity of clerks in my office are Hindus. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Are the post offices entirely closed on Hindu 
and Muhammadan holidays? ; 

Mr. H. A. Sams: The question relates to the office of the Director Gen- 
eral of Posts and Telegraphs and not to the <post offices. 

Dr, A. Suhrawardy: Will the Honourable Member consider the desir- 
ability of removing this invidious discrimination by increasing the number 
of Muhammadan employees in the office? 

(No answer was given.) 


Holidays in the Office of the Director General of Posts 
AND Telegraphs. 

452. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that the grant of holidays to 
the staff of the offices permanently located in Delhi is governed by the 
Notifications issued by the Chief Commissioner, Delhi? If so, is the 
same practice followed in the office of the Director General of Posts an^l 
Telegraphs both during the summer and winter? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the office of the Director General of Posts and 
Telegraphs the recent Basant Panchami holiday was ordered to be treated 
as a communal holiday, following the practice obtaining in the Government 
of India Secretariat? If so, why was such a departure made in this case. 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Yes, provided that the state of work in the ofTn-e 
permits the grant of holidays. 

(b) Yes, for the disposal of urgent work largely in connection with 
the preparation of replies to questions asked by Honourable Members of 
the Legislature. 
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Withholding of Memobials of the Clerical Staff of the Office of 
THE Dibbctob General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

453. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Ts it a fact that the memorials addressed to 
the Secretary of State by the clerical staff of the office of the Director 
General of Posts and Telegraphs, praying for a revision of their scales of 
pay were withheld by the Government of India on the ground that the 
memorials were mere applicationi^^or pecuniary relief presented by persons 
manifestly possessing no claim or advancing a claim of an obviously un- 
substantial character r 

(b) Is it a fact that, after the withholding of the memorials the Gov- 
ernment of India sanctioned the revision of pay of the clerical staff of the 
office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs? 

(c) Will Government bo pleased to state whether, in the event of the 
reply to parts (a) and (b) being in the affirmative, the withholding of the 
memorials to the Secretary of State on the ground stated was in accord- 
ance with the rules? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) No, the memorials were withheld for the reasons 
iriven in reply to part (b) to Mr. Amar Nath Dutt’s starred question No. 
308 on July 18th, 1030, to which the Honourable Mernber^s attention is 
invited. 


(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. ^ I 

Privatk Press run by Babu Jawahar Khan, Assistant Manager, 
Government of India Press, Simla. 

454. *Sardar G. N. Mujumdar (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : («) Will Government please state wlieth(;r any investigation was 
made in connection with a private press being run by B. Jawahar Khan, 
\ssisiant Manager, Government of India Press at Simla, and was there any 
contention regarding its independent ownership by his sons? If bo, how 
far is the contention true? 

(b) Is it a fact that the so-callcd owners of the press are minors and 
studying in an Islamia School at Lahore and B Jawahar Khan hunself 
has been managing and conducting all sorts of business connected with 
the Press, under his own authority? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: From enquiries made by Guvmimcnt, it transpired 
that Mr. Jawahar Kiian was connected with the v’orking of a private press 
at Simla registered in the name of his two sons w^o are 
tions have accordingly been issued to iiiin to sever his eoiinection a itli the 
press and he has been transferred to Aligarh. 

Lack of Goveri^ment Quarters in the Vicinity of the Gcvienment 
OF India Press, Jmmla. 

400 *Sardar O. N. Muiumdar (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact tliat the eiiiployces of the C.ovcrnmoTit Picss at 
Delhi are provided with quarters in the vicinity of the Press while the 
employees of the Simla Press are debarred from the^ facilities in the shape 
of Government quarters in the vicinity of the Press . 

a2 
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(1)) Were any representations made to the authorities? If so, what 
action was taken? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Most of the employees of the Government of 
India Press, Delhi, have been provided with Government quarters in the 
vicinity of the Press. A limited number of quarters which are not at a 
great distance from the Press have also been provided for the employees of 
the Government of India Press, Simla, 

(b) Yes; Government do not admit that officers are entitled to claim 
quarters in the vicinity of their work. 

Retiring Age for Government op India Press Employees. 

456. *Sardar O. N. Mujumdar (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact that Government servants are made to retire on 
pension at the age of 55 on the basis of their having put in such a total 
amount of energy as makes them incapable of rendering further service? 

(6) Will Government please place on the table a statement showing the 
number of men retired from their service from Government of India 
Presses at Simla, Delhi and Aligarh during the last ten years showing also 
how many of them retired on superannuation pension and how many of 
them were invalided? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Government servants other than ministerial ser- 
vants are, as a rule, required to retire from Government service on attain- 
ing the age of 55 years, while ministerial Government servants are, if they 
coiiiimie efficient, ordinarily retained in service up to the age of 60 years. 

(h) Government regn't that they cannot undertake to collect the 
information asked for by the Honourable Member as it would entail an 
amount of time and trouble disproportionate to the result. 

New Leave Rules for Government of India Presses. 

457. ’'‘Sardar G. N. Mujumdar (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact that now leave rules have been framed for the 
Government Presses and men confirmed after 1928, although cm\ployed 
much earlier, are affected by these rules? 

(b) Are Government aware that under these rules no casual leave is 
allowed to the men confirmed fitter 1928 and all other kinds of leave arc 
also much reduced in their case? Will Government please state why this 
differential treatment is shown to the men working side by side? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) Yes. 

(5) Government are aware that these rules are not as liberal as the 
ordinary leave rules embodied in the Fundamental Rules, and it is for this 
reason that permanent stilaried industrial employees, who were in enjoy- 
ment of the benefits of the latter, were allowed to retain the benefits. 

Payment for Excess Work in the Government of India Press, 

, Simla. 

458. ♦Sardar G. N. Mujumdar (on behalf of My. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact that the compositors of the Government oi 
India Press, Simla, are not paid for doing excess work when deductions 
are made for their shortages? 
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(6) Are Government prepared to take steps either to pa,v them for their 
excesses or exempt them from the deductions due to the shortages? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Enquiries are being made. 

Complaints against the Head Clerk of the Government of India 

Press, Simla. 

459. *Sardar G. N. Mujumdar (on behalf of Mr. Nabakumar Sing 
Dudhoria) : (a) Is it a fact that complaints have been made regarding the 
general treatment and behaviour of the present Head Clerk of the Govern- 
ment of India Press, Simla, towards his subordinates as being rough and 
ungentlemanly, but with no result? 

(6) Is it also a fact that the work in the Clerical Branch of the Govern- 
ment Press has fallen in arrears since the present Head Clerk has taken 
over charge and he himself attends office at about twelve o'clock daily? 

(c) Is it a fact that he has got three brothers and a son-in-law working 
in the different branches of the Press? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (h) and (c). No such complaints have reached 
(lovernmcnt, but a copy of the Honourable Member’s question will be for- 
warded to the Manager of the Clovernment of India Press, Simla. 

Refusal of Leave to Clerks by the Chief Superintendent of the 

Office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

460. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury: (a) Is 'it a fact that in the office 
of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, privilege leave is not recom- 
mended for the clerical staff by the Chief Superintendent of that office in 
the ordinary course when such leave is applied for? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Chief Superintendent generally insists on pro- 
duction of medical certificates from the Civil Surgeon and he scarcely 
recommends leave without such certificates? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Chief Superintendent refuses to grant privilege 
leave or any other leave to the staff owing to the paucity of staff in that 
office ? 

(d) Will Govciiiincnt be pleased to state how many of the staff of that 
office were granted privilege leave (1) with medical certificate and (2) with- 
out such certificate since the said Chief Superintendent was appointed and 
(3) in how many cases of casual leave medical certificates were demanded 
by the Chief Superintendent? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) and (5) The facts are not as stated by the Hon- 
ourable Member. 

(c) The Chief Superintendent has not the authority to grant any leavs 
other than casual leave upto three days to clerks and menials under hia 
direct supervision. 

(d) Government do not think that any useful purpose would be served 
by collecting the information asked for. Any member of the staff who 
feels aggrieved has the right of making representations to me. 
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Gbant of Lbayb to Clbbks by thb Ghibf Sxtfbbintbkdent of thb 
Offiob of the Dibeotob Qbkbbal, Posts and Telbobaphs. 

461. *llr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhnry: Is it a fact: 

(a) that tile Chief Superintendent of the office of the Director 

General, Posts and Telegraphs, recommends grant of privilege 
leave without production of medical certificate in cases of 
some among the staff of that office; 

(b) that a clerk of that office named Mr. A. T. Bhattacharjee wai 

recommended such leave bv the Chief Superintendent without 
medical certificate and also in granting him extension of 
leave such certificate was not demanded by the Chief Super- 
intendent ; 

(c) that the C'hief Superintendent insisted on countersignature 

from the Civil Surgeon on a medical certificate submitted in 
applying for extension of privilege leave by an assistant Mr. 
S. P. Mukherjee working under the Chief Engineer, Tele^ 
graphs, although the applicant was granted leave originally 
on medical certificate from another Civil Surgeon; 

(d) if the reply to parts (5) and (c) is m the affirmative, will Govern- 

ment be pleased to say whether (I) the principle followed by 
the Chief Superintendent of that office was dictated by any 
rule in any special circumstances, or (2) whether the Chief 
Superintendent has the latitude of acting so or has he any 
authority of using his discretion independently of any de- 
fined policy in the matter of granting leave ; (3) whether there 
is or is not any gazetted officer responsible in that office to 
see co-ordination of action on the part of the Chief Superin- 
tendent; if so, who that gazetted officer is; if not, why 
not? 

(e) what remedy do Government propose to restrain the Chief 

Superintendent so that he will not be able to stand in the 
way of granting privilege leave to the staff when applied for? 

Hr. H. A. Sams: (a), (b) and (c). No. 

(d) and (e).^ Do not arise. 

Duties A^^D Past of the Chief Superintendent of the Office of the 
Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

462. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury: (a) Is it a fact (1) that there 
is a non-gazetted officer in the office of the Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, designated Chief Superintendent of the office; and (2) that he 
is in the scale of pay of Ps. 600 — 800? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the duties performed 
by him actually and say whether he has got to function like the Chief 
Superintendent of the Eailway Board and the office of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) Eeplies to both parts are in the affirmative. 

(b) It would take too long to recapitulate in detail the duties of the 
officer mentioned, but they may be epitomized by the term “General 
management of the office”. 
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Non-grant of an important Hindu Holiday in the Office of the 
THE Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

463. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury: (a) Are Government aware of the 

fact : 

(1) that Basant Panchmi or Baraswati Puja day is one of the very 

important holidays observed by the Bengalee Hindus, on 
which day they do not hold even a pen or pencil in their 
hands ; 

(2) that on this holiday in the past no Bengalee Hindu clerk of the 

office of the .Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, was 
required to attend office; 

(3) that on the last Basant Panchmi day some of the Bengalee 

Hindu (derks of that office were compelled to attend ; 

■(4) that being ordered to attend office, the clerks concerned sub- 
mitted a petition jointly and it w-as thrown out without taking 
the Director General’s orders on the recommendation of the 
Chief Superintendent of that office on the ground of its being 
simply a joint petition under the petition rules by a Deputy 
Director General; 

(6) If the reply to above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to say : 

(1) what was the reason of the Chief Superintendent’s recommend- 

ing this; and 

(2) what the particular rule is under which the representation of 

the clerks was thrown out and in which Code it is defined? 

(c) Do Government propose to see that the Bengalee Hindu clerks of 
that office are not deprived of this holiday in future ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams', (a) (1). Government understand that amongst Hindus 
in Bengal considerable importance is attached to the festival of Basant 
Panchmi. 

(2) No. 

(3) Basa 7 it Panchmi was observed as a communal holiday, but a few 
Bengali Hindu clerks attended office .for the conduct of urgent work owing 
to the Legislative Assembly being in Session. 

(4) Yes. 

(b) (1) and (2). The action of the Chief Superin ton dealt was in accord- 
ance with rule 111 of the Posts and Telegraphs Manual, Volume II. 

(c) Government regret their inability to give a general undertaking of 
the nature contemplated in this question. 

Complaints against Mb. Booth, Deputy Director General, Posts 

AND Telegraphs. 

464. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Is it a fact : 

(a) that Mr. Booth, now the Deputy Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, when he was Postmaster, General, Punjab, 
inflicted punishment on several officials by dismissal or 
otherwise; 
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(b) that all such of his orders had to be reviewed afterwards by 

the next Postmaster General, on the orders of the then 
Honourable Member as the result of several questions in this 
Assembly ; 

(c) that as a result Mr. Booth was relieved from the charge of the 

Circle and brought in as Deputy Director General in the 
Directorate ; 

(d) that it was decided and ordered by the late Member in charge 

of the Department, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, that Mr. Booth 
should not be placed in charge of a Circle any more; 

(e) that as Deputy Director General (Staff) he again became con- 

cerned with the staff of the Department in dealing with 
appeal cases; 

(/) that under a peremptory order of a day the late Member in 
charge of the Department relieved Mr. Booth from the charge 
of the Deputy Director General (Staff) and placed him as 
Deputy Director General (Establishment); 

(g) that, in spite of all these, he is allowed in some cases to deal 

with staff questions directly now^-a-days having been authorised 
by the Director General himself; and 

(h) that the Director General does no office work now-a-days and 

therefore Mr. Booth has been authorised to act on the 
Director Generars behalf? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlldy: The Honourable Member is not seeking for informa- 
tion so much as endeavouring to establish certain charges against an indi- 
vidual officer by making insinuations which arc without justification. In 
the opinion of Government Mr. l^ooth is an able and conscientious officer. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Malabar Division of the 
Postal Department. 

465. *Mr, K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how many IVIuhammadans have been entertained in the Postal Depart- 
ment in the Malabar Division by the present Superintendent of Post Ofi&ces? 
If no Muhammadan has been entertained at all, is it because there has 
been no applicant from among the Muhammadans? 

(b) Is it a fact that the majority of candidates entertained by him are 
Christians, and if so, what are the reasons for the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Post Offices, Malabar Divi- 
sion, is causing great inconvenience and hardship to subordinates under 
him by frequent) transfers? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) — (r). The attention of the Honourable Member 
is invited to the reply given to Mr. S. C. Mitra ’s starred question No. 369. 

Appointment of Delivery Peons in Branch Post Offices. 

466. *Mr. K. F., Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have prescribed any minimum monthly income for Branch 
Post Offices in the mufussil to warrant the appointment of a delivery 
peon; if so, what is the amount? 
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(b) Will Government please state whether in all such Branch Post 
Offices as have got more than the prescribed income there are delivery 
peons at present ; if not, do Government propose to issue orders to appoint 
them? ! 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The answer to the first part of the question is iir 
the negative. The second part does not arise. 

(b) Does not arise. 

+467*— 475.* 

Employment of Muslims on the North Western Railway. 

476. *Dr. Zia-ud-din Ahmad : (a) Have the Govornincnt of India (Rail- 
way Department) received a copy of the resolution passed by the Muslim 
Association, Peshawar ("anionment, on the 5th January, 1931, about 
employment in the North Western Railway, a copy of which was sent to 
the Secretary, Railway Board? 

(b) What reply did the Secretary, Railway Board, give to the Associa- 
tion ? 

(c) Will the Government give effect to the demands of the Muslim 
Association, Peshawar Cantonment? If so, when? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(b) imd (c). The letter was acknowledged.^ The requests made are 
under consideration and a definite reply to the Association will be sent 
later. A copy of the reply will be sent to the Honourable Member. 

New Railway Projects in Southern India. 

477. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be phrased to slate 
what are the new railway projects that are to be taken in hand in South 
India in the ensuing financial year? 

(b) In what stage is the Mangalore-Malpi extension proposal; which 
route, the coast or via Karkal, is proposed to be adopted? 

(c) Have Government issued orders to begin the survey of the Kollen- 
gode-Trichur IJne? When will the construction of this line be begun? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) None. 

(b) Traffic reports for both routes have been received and considered 
Neither is likely to be remunerative and both will require a large guarantee. 
Government have decided to wait for an engineering estimate before making 
a final decision. 

(c) Yes. The survey report has not yet been received and until 
it has been considered, it is not possible to say if and when construction 
of the line will be begun. 


f These questions were not called, as the Honourable Member (Mr. N. M. Dumasial' 
bad not yet taken the oath. 
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Training of Indian Stijdbnts in British Fibjms, 

478. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of Indian students in the United Kingdom whom 
the High Commissioner for India or his Department has 
assisted directly or indirectly in getting practical training 
in British firms or companies or workshops on payment of 
premium in 1929 and 1930; 

(h) the number that has been so assisted on non-payment of pre- 
mium in 1929 and 1930; 

(c) the names of the students so assisted in (a) and (6); 

(d) the names of British firms, companies, or w’^orkshops that have 

afforded facilities for practical training to Indian students at 
the instance of the High Commissioner, either on payment 
or non-payment of premium; 

(e) the number of Indian students that sought his intervention or 

assistance for getting facilities for practical training in British 
firms, companies, or workshops in 1929 and 1930; and 

(/) the number of Indians that have been provided with appoint- 
ments either with Government or private parties at the in- 
stance or assistance or intervention of the High Commis- 
sioner ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: I’he information asked for by the Honourable Mem- 
ber is being obtained from the High Commissioner for India and will be 
^supplied to him in due course. 


The Meerut Conspiracy Trial. 

479. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) since how long the Meerut conspiracy trial has been going on; 

(б) how long yet it is expected to continue; and 

(c) the amount that has already been spent on the trial? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) The case started in the court of 
the enquiring Magistrate on the 12th June, 1929. 

(b) So far as can be foreseen, the Sessions trial should conclude about 
the middle of June, 1931. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given by me 
on the 2nd February, 1931, to part (b) of Lala Hari Baj Swarup's question 
No. 268. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: May I ask whether there was any criminal trial 
in India which lasted for such a length of time? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: Some cases, I think, have lasted 
tar almost as long a time as this; but for details I must ask notice. 
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Sepabation of Bubma fbom India. 

480. •Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether arrangements have already been set afoot for the 

separation of Burma from India; 

(b) if so, the nature of those arrangements in detail; 

(r) the name of the Comtniltee wliieh has been appointed to work 
out the details; 

{d) the names of the members of that Committee; 

(e) the name of the special officer who leads that Committee ; 

(/) whether the Members of the Legislative Assembly will receive 
a chance to know the details of the inner working of the 
Committee that has been appointed for the purpose; 

(^) whether Government will consider the question of expenses that 
had been incuiTed in the acquisition of Burma to be solely 
laid upon Burma in future? 


The Honourable Sir Georgis Rainy: (a) to (^). The general position 
appears clearly from the speech of the Prime Minister and the reply given 
in the House of Commons by the Secretary of State to the question put 
by Major Graham Pole. 

No arrangements have been set on foot by the Government of India. 
The Government of Burma have, however, received sanction to appoint 
a small informal committee, as proposed in their review of the recom- 
mendations of the Statutory Commission, to consider and report how best 
a Burma Defence Force can be organised and what the strengtii and com- 
position of that force should he. The Government of Ind^ have 
that the General Officer Commanding, Burma Independent District, shouia 
preside over that Committee. 

As a preliminary to a finaneial settlement between India and Burma, 
two LpeL are at work, one on behalf of the Government of India and 
one on behalf of the Government of Burma, collecting materids 
preparing a statement of the case for the consideration of the 
ments and in order that public opinion may 

"entlv to financial issues presented clearly and in detail. The r 
would include the proper apportionment of debt, productive and non- 

productive. , . T^ 

The Government of India, as will be clear from their Keforms Des- 
patch have alwavs intended tliat public opinion in both countnes should 
L satisfied that 'each is being fairly treated m any firiuiicial settleme 
which may be made. But the Government of India have not yet consi- 
dered the method by which representatives of the j,, 

into consultation, and will not be in a position to do so until they arc m 
possession of the experts* statement. 

Output of the Railway Engineebing Woekshops at Arkonam. 

481 ♦Mr B. Sitaramaraju: Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the annual oii^ut of 

work done in the Kailway Engineermg Workshops, at Arkonam on the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway every month for the last hve 
years? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: With your permiBsion, Sir, I would like co reply 
to questions Nos. 481 to 485 together. It will not be possible to obtain 
much of the information for which the Honourable Member asks in these 
questions without a very large expenditure of time and labour, to v.iiich 
Government arc not prepared to put the Madras and Southern Mahrutta 
Railway Administration. But on certain points, where I think, the in- 
formation will be available or can be procured without undue difficulty, 1 
have made enquiries from the Agent and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member when his reply is received. 

Supply of Permanent Way Materials for the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway. 

1 482. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the nature and the value of engineering materials placed on contract for 
supply to the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, classifying separately 
the work hitherto outtumed in the Engineering Workshops at Arkonam", 
during each of the last three years? 

(b) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway have been giving out on contract 
orders for supply of permanent way materials, even when the same can 
be manufactured in the Railway Workshops, contrary to the recommenda- 
tion of the Raven (knnmittee (para. :'182 of the Report)? 

Cost of Work at the Arkonam Engineering Railway Workshops. 

1483. *Mr, B. Sitaramaraju: (a) Will Government kindly state what has 
l)e<^n. the cost of manufacturing and repair work undertaken at tlie 
Arkonam Engineering Railway Worksho])s, in regard to principal items of 
output, showing the following details (i) English stores, (ii) Indian stores, 
(iii) Indian labour, and (iv) general charges? 

(h) What items separately constitute general charges according to the 
present accounts procedure in the Engineering Department of the Madras 
and Southern Mahratta Railway? 

Capital Outlay on the Railway Engineering Workshops at 

Arkonam. 

1484. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Will Government be pleased to state the 
capital outlay on the Railway Engineering Workshops at Arkonam, show- 
ing separately for each shop both book value and estimated present day 
value (depreciated), with special reference to (i) Workshop buildings, (ii) 
Workshop Plant and equipment? 

Loss SUFFERED BY THE RAILWAY ENGINEERING WORKSHOPS AT ArKONAM 
AS A Result of Orders given to Private Firms. 

+485. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: (a) Is it a fact that the Railway Engineer- 
ing Workshops at Arkonam are not working to the full extent of their 
capacity? If so, will Government be pleased to state, how far placing 
orders with private firms has been responsible for this state of things? 


t For answer to this question, see answer to starred question No. 481 . 
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(6) Wi31 Government kindly state the loss suffered by the Madras 
and Southern Maliratta llailway on account of the machinery in the 
Engineering Workshops at Arkonam being not used to the full extent of 
their capacity, taking into account the capital invested in fully or partially 
idle machinery? 

(c) What has been the minimum and maximum amount of stores 
Balances handled by the Engineering Workshops at Arkonam on the 
average in each of the last five years? 

(d) What is the procedure adopted by the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Bailway in regard to rating of scrap material in the Engineering 
Department and what are the rates estimated in regard to the typical re- 
presentative items? 


Strength of Staff of the Railway Engineering Workshops at 

Arkonam. 

486. *Mr. B. Sitaramara]u : (a) Will Government kindly state what 
has been the reduction of man power in each of the shops of the Engineer- 
ing W^orkshops at Arkonam every year since 1925 and the saving effected 
in the labour costs accordingly? 

(b) Will Government also kindly state the reduction in the supervisory 
charges in the said Workshops on account of the curtailment of supervising 
work due to reduction of man power during the last five years? 

(c) Are Government aware that there has he(m^ an increase of super- 
vising officers in the establishment of the Plngineering Workshops in recent 
years although the strength of the Workshops has been reduced from 
about 2,000 to 1,000? 

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that 
while a mechanical workshop employing nearly 900 men at Bangalore is 
manned by one General Foreman, Engineering Workshops of the same 
Railway at Arkonam employing about the same number of men maintain 
one Works Manager, one General Foreman and three Assistant Foremen? 
If so, will Government kindly state the reasons for this wide difference 
in supervising establishment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: T have called for information and will communi- 
cate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 


Outturn and Costs of Railway Workshops. 

487. •Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Will Government kindly lay on the table 
a statement showing the monthly outturn of each of the Engineering 
Workshops on each of the State-owned Railways (including Company- 
managed), together with a statement showing production costs classified 
as (i) English stores, (ii) Indian stores, (iii) Indian labour, and (iv) general 
charges ? 

Mrr A. A. L. Parsons: Government regret that they are not prepared 
to undertake the extremely lengthy enquiries which thie collection of the 
information for w’hich the Honourable Member asks w’ould entail. 
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LabOub employed in Wobkshops on the Madeas and Southebn 

Mahbatta Railway. 

488. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: (a) What is the average labour turnover 
in the Engineering and Mechanical Workshops of the Madras ^and South- 
ern Muhralta liaihva.y, on account of the following (?auses (i) discharges 
and dismissals, (ii) resignations, (iii) deaths, (iv) otlier causes, during each 
of the last five years ? 

(b) What is the percentage of absentees in each of the Mechanical and 
Engineering Workshops of the Railway, covered by (i) authorized leave 
excluding sickness, (ii) sickness, and (iii) other reasons, during the last 
twelve months? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; I have asked the Agent, Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway, to supply me with such infomiation as can be readily 
obtained and I will send it to the Honourable Member when received. 

Leave Reserve, Strength and Cost of Employees in Railway 

Workshops. 

489. *Mr. B. Sitaramara]u : (a) Will Government kindly state what 
Is the normal leave reserve, they have recognized and ’propose to recognize 
in the Railway Workshops in each category of employees, if the new 
leave rules are applied? 

(b) What is the strength of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail- 
way Engineering Workshops and also Mechanical Workshops, in regard to 
skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled labour, respectively, and what is the 
amount of wages disbursed monthly under each head? 

(c) What is the amount of wages disbursed among supervising staff 
only in each of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railw’ay Workshops 
every month on the average? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Thei question is under examination. 

(b) and (r). T have called for the information and will communicate 
with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Wastage in Railway Workshops on the Madias and Southern 
Mahratta Railway, 

490. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : What is the percentage of wastage on all 
manufacturing operations conducted in the Madras and Southern Mabrat- 
ta Railway Workshops and what is the existing procedure for calculating 
wastage ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The information for which the Honourable 
Member asks is not procurable. 

Present Position of State-owned Railways. 

491. ♦Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Will Government be pleased to lay on the 
table seliedules. of iilifomintion applicable to each of the Class I State- 
owned Kailwiiys resjarding the latest position in regard to each of the 
items asked for in the Haven Committee’s Questionnaire contained in pages 
93 to 101 of the Eaven Committee’s Eeport? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: It will not be possible to give all the informa* 
tion for which the Honourable Member asks without undertaking anew 
the very lengthy enquiries which the State-managed railways made in 
order to provide material for the State Railways Workshops Committee, 
and much of the information could be of no practical use; for exam])lo 
an estimate of the possible expenditure on machine tools in the course 
of the next ten years. I am, however, arranging to collect for the 
Honourable Member a good deal of up-to-date information on points dealt 
with in the questionnaire given as Annexures I and II of the State Rail- 
ways Workshops (!!om'mittce’s Report. Even this information will be 
voluminous and involve references to all railways, and I think it would 
be preferable for copies of it to be placed in the Library rather than on 
the table of the House. 1 will send a separate copy of it to the Honour- 
able Member, but must warn him that it will take a considerable time to 
collect. 

Appointments on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

492. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: (a) Is it a fact that the Madreis anct 
Southern Mahratta Railway have recruited as Travelling Ticket Collectors 
six dismissed or discharged ex-Police and Excise Sub-Inspectors, and 
super- annuated ex-militarymen while many Ticket Colh^ctors of long service 
have been applying for the posts in vain? 

(b) Are Government aware that many of the staff failed in medical 
examinations for Guards, Station Masters, Assistant Station Masters, Block 
Operators, Signalmen and similar posts but fit to hold Travelling Ticket 
Examiners’ posts have been overlooked on account of direct recruitment 
ill the latter class of posts? If so, will Government kindly furnish a 
statement of the staff so affected on each of the Railways (including 
Company -managed) ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I luivc called for inforuuiiion and will (com- 
municate with the Honourable Mimiber on its receipt. 

(b) The answer to the first part is in the negative; the second r»art, 
therefore, does not arise. 

Work of the Personnel Officer on the Madras and Southern 

Mahratta Railway . 

493. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Will Government kindly supply full 
information as regards the work done by the newly appointed Pe^rsonnel 
Oilicer on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, slating the number 
and nature of staff questions dealt with by him favourably or otherwise 
since his appointment, and also the additional cost involved in maintaining 
this post? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The* duties of the i) 0 st are to ('mpiiro into 
grievances of the staff, to co-ordinate the work of the .\dininistratit)n in 
establishment and labour matters, and to assist in the investigation of 
questions relating to wages and service conditions of the staff. 

The cost of the post, whiidi has been created as a temporary measure 
for two years, is Rs. 1,625 per mensem. 

Government regret that they cannot see theif* way to (‘all for informa- 
tion from the Madras and Soul hern Mahratta Railway showing the num- 
ber and nature of staff questions dealt wdth favourably or otherwise by the 
officer holding the post since his appointment to it. 
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Annual Reports of Welfare Committees on State Railways. 

494. •Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Will Government kindly furnish copies of 
annual reports of the work done by each of the Staff or Welfare Com- 
mittees on each of Class I Railways (including Company-managed), since 
their inception? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The latest reports available are for the year 
ended 31st December, 1929, and copies of these are in the Library of the 
House. 

The Indian Railway Amendment Act. 

495 *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: Is it a fact that the Indian Railway Amend- 
ment Act of 1930 has not yet been enforced on any of the Indian Railways 
and that the Act does not fully comply with the provisions of the Washing- 
ton Hours and Geneva W^eekly Rest Conventions? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative and to the latter part of the question in the negative. 

Special Officers of the Railway Board. 

496. *Mr. B. Sitaramara]u: Will Government kindly state the number 
of Railway Board’s Officers on sipecial duty at present, together with a 
statement of expenditure incurred and proposed to be incurred on them, 
and the work done so far? 

Mr. Atf A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the ITonourable 
Member’s question is that there are at present 16 officers on special duty 
under the Railway Board. 

I am collecting information concerning the other parts of the Honour- 
able Member’s question and will communicate with him when it is ready. 

Fine Funds on Railways. 

497. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : What is the amount of fines collected and 
the amount of Fine Fund accumulated every year since 1925 on each of 
the Indian Railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Statements giving the information desired have 
been placed in the Library. 

Female Employees on RAmwAYs. 

498. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju: What is the number of female employees 
working on each of the Class I Railways, under the following heads (i) 
inferior staff, (ii) subordinate staff, (iii) upper subordinate staff, and (iv) 
others, classified in the same manner ns male staff in the Railway Board’s 
statistics ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons :/rhe information asked for is not available and 
Government do not consider that, if prepared, its value would be com- 
jnensurate with the clerical work and expense entailed. Generally speak- 
ing tlie ])osition is that there are few women among the permanent em- 
ployees on railways, though they are occasionally to be found as eh. rks 
and typists in offices and ns attendants in waiting and refreshment rooms. 
Female coolie labour is, of course, not uncommon on ballast trains and 
earth work. 
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Rbcbuitmbnt dubtng the Strike on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

499. *Mr. B, Sitaramaralu : Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of posts permanently tilled up during the strike recently on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Eaihvjiy, and the number of Europeans, Anglo- 
inaians and Indians recruited during the strike? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: In answer to the first part of the question, I 
would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given to part (iii) (c) of 
short notice question by Diwan Chaman Lall in this House on the 25th 
March, 1030. As regards the laUer part of the question Goveminont have 
no information. 

Reported Secunity Scheme eor Rahway Staiios. 

1500* *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the statement in the Morning Post about the intention of the 
Railway Board to introduce a new scheme called a Security Scheme, to 
post Anglo-Indian staff to hold charge of each important station, with a 
view to meet emergencies caused by strikes among the Indian Staff? Will 
Government place full details of the scheme on the table? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: Government have seen the article referred to by 
the Honourable Member. There is no such scheme. 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju : Sir, with your permission I will read the article. I 
will point out to the Honourable Member that this is the article in the 
Morning Post which refers to the scheme. 

The Btonourable Sir George Bainy: Will the Honourable Member kind- 
ly say to whom his question is put? 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Is it not a fact that this scheme is mentioned in 
the Morning Post? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The scheme is mentioned in a paragraph ofc the 
Morning Post dated, I think, the 24th of November of last year. If the 
Honourable Member wants a more explicit reply than that I have given, 
that there is no such scheme, I am quite prepared to give it to him. The 
article sajs : 

“It would appear that Mr. Hayman, a Labour Member of the Railway Board, sub- 
mitted to the Board a proposal to exclude both Europeans and Indians from the traffic 
service of the Indian railways, thereby ensuring a close preserve for only Anglo- 
Indians.' 

Neither Mr. Hayman nor anybody else has prepared any such scliomo, 
or any scheme which can conceivably be so described. The article goes 
on : 

“This proposal which has been designated (he ‘security scheme*, has been supported 
by the Rrfiilway Board;’’ (it has not,) “and has gone up for consideration by the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council.’’ 

No such proposal has gone before His Excellency the Governor General’s 
Executive Council. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Has the Honourable Memb’er read this article 
already referred to? 
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Mr. A. A. L. PatBons: I have just been reading it out, Sir. 

to. 8. 0. Mitra: Does he want a copy from the Honourable Membei 
reaHing it? 

Sir Abdur Bahlm: Is any such scheme under contemplation of tb< 
Railway Board? 

No, Sir; as I have explained, the article is ar 

entire fabrication. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Muslim Representation in the Postal Departments 

189. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Have Government seen the commu- 
nication published on page 6 of the 14th January, 1931, issue of the 
Muslim Outloolt of Lahore, entitled “Muslim representation in the Postal 
Department”? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the figures given in the 
said communication arc substantially correct and, if not, will Govemmeni 
be pleased to state the correct figures? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the percentage ol 
Muslims as stated below is correct : 

Gazetted Staff. 

Total strength. 

1. Postal and 11. M. rf. . . 287 

2. Engineering and Wireless . 193 

3. Traffic .... 90 

Non-Oazetted Superior Staff, 


1. 

Postal and R. M. S. . 

35,217 

6,718 

19 

2. 

Eiiginooring 


286 

17 

3. 

Traffic . . . . 

4,448 

218 

4 


Non-Oazelled Inferior Staff, 


1 . 

Postal and R. M. S. 

66,000 

16,325 

23 

2. 

Engineering 

4,117 

1,631 

37 

3. 

Traffic . . . . 

2,720 

710 

26 


(d) Will Government be pleased to state the information under the 
heads given in part (c) above separately for every Postal Circle in India 
and what special steps do Government intend taking to give proper repre- 
sentation to Muslims? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: With your permission. Sir, I propose to answer ques- 
tions Nos. 189 to 195 together. In these questions information relating 
to the ('omnuinal composition of several classes of emplyees of the Indian 
Posts and Telegraphs Department has been asked for. Government do 
not possess the information, nor do they propose to call for it, as its 
collection will involve the expenditure of time and labour not commen- 
surate with the advantage to be gained. As regards the steps taken by 
Government in the matter of redressing communal inequalities in the 
cervices, the Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to 


Muslims. Percentage. 

40 14 

2 1 
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Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim’s starred questions Nos. 72, 73, 76, 78 and 201 on 
the 6th September, 1928, by Sir Arthur McWatters in the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Muslim Representation in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
tl90. Mr. M. Maswood Abmad: (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the communication printed on page 6 of the Muslim 
Outlook of Lahore in its issue of the 5th January, 1931, under the caption 
‘ 'Posts and Telegraphs Department**? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether the figures of com- 
munal representation in the Posts and Telegraphs Department as a whole 
and in the Punjab and North West Frontier Postal Circle as stated in the 
said communication are correct and, if not, will Government be pleased 
to state the correct figures under the respective heads given in the said 
communication ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs felt 
the necessity of drawing the attention of his subordinate officers to the 
Government orders about recruitment in services with special regard to 
Muslims? 

(d) Is it a fact that from the information collected by the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, it was observed that Government orders 
were not strictly carried out by certain officers of the Department? 

(c) If the reply to part (d) above is in the affirmative, will Govenunent 
be pleased to state the action taken by the Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, against such officers and what steps Government propose to 
take to prevent the preponderance of any one community in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department and to give Muslims their duo representation as 
contemplated in Government orders? 

Communal Comrosttion op certain Postal Staffs. 

flOl. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state the communal composition of candidates, (a) clerks and sorters, (6) 
postmen and mail guards, (c) inferior servants, approved of and entertained 
for the period from the 1st January., 1926, to the 31 st December, 1930, in 
respect of the following Head Post Offices and Postal and 11. ^I. S. 
Divisions, etc. : 

1. R. M. S. ‘L’ Division, Lahore. 

2. Lahore G. P. O. 

3. Amritsar G. P. 0. 

4. Rawalpindi G. P. O. 

5. R. M. S. ‘D* Division, Delhi. 

6. Delhi Division. 

7. Delhi G. P. O. 

6. Simla G. P. 0. 

9. Office of the Postmaster General, Lahore. 

10. Dead Letter Office, Lahore. , 

11. Postal Stock Depot, Lahore? 

t For answer to this question, see answer to unstarred question No. 189. 

B 2 
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(2) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition 
of (a) graduates, (b) relations of postal and K. M. S. employees approved 
as candidate dorks in respect of the offices and divisions stated in 
part (1) above? 

Communities represented by Postmasters in certain Post Offices. 

•(■ 192. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government bo pleased to 
state the existing communal compositjon of Sub Postmasters in the follow- 
ing l^jstnl Divisions and first class Hoad Post Office groups: 

1. Lahore, Delhi, Rawalpindi, Simla First Class Head offices; and 

2. Lahore, Delhi, Amritsar, Lyallpiir, Ludhiana and Kashmir 

Divisions? 

Communities represented by Record Clerks in certain Post Offices. 

1193. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to state 
the communal composition of (a) Head Record Clerks and (b) Sub Record 
Clerks separately in the R. M. S., D. & L. Divisions? 

Communities represented by Correspondence Clerks in certain 

Post Offices. 

tl94. Mr, M« Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total mimbor of Corrospondeneo Clerks sanctioned for each First 
Class Head Post Office in the Punjab and North West Frontier Circle and 
R. M. S., D. & L. Divisions? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition of 
correspondence clerks in the offices referred to in part (a) above? 

I 

Communities represented by Clerks and Accountants in Certain 

Post Offices. 

fl95. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the total number of clerks (including accountants and assistant 
accountants') sanctioned for each first class Head Post office in the Punjab 
and North West Frontier Circle and in the R. M. S., D. & L. Divisions? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition of 
the officials referred to in part (a) above? 

(o) Will Government be pleased to state the number of passed account- 
ants employed in the Accounts Branch of each of the first class Head 
Post Offices in the Punjab and North West Frontier Circle, with the period 
of their tenure in that Branch? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the names and particulars of 
any passed accountants not at present employed in the accounts branch 
and the period for which such passed accountants were employed in the 
accounts branch since the date of their passing the accountants examina- 
tion? 


t For an*3wor to this question, answer to unstarred question No. 189. 



UNSTARRBD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


796 


Communal Composition op certain Postal Staff in the Punjab and 
North West Frontier Province. 

196. Mr. M. Maswood Alimad: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the communal composition of officials of the lowest Selection Grade in the 
Punjab and North West Frontier Postal Circle ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition of 
the Head Clerks and Assistant Postmasters of the lowest selection grade 
employed in each of the first class Head Post Offices? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition of 
officials of the lowest, sclt'ciion «^a*ade eniployed in each of the 11. M. S., 
D. & L. Divisions? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a), (h) and (c). Government have no informa- 
tion and do not propose to call for it. The Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion is drawn to the reply given by the Honourable Mr. MeWaiters to 
stalled question No. 72 of Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim on otli Si'pt ember, 1028. 


Promotion to Selection Grade in the Postal Department. 

197. Mr. M. Maswood Alimad: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether in view of the restrictions of (i) nominations, (ii) selections, (iii) 
service limit, (iv) seniority, the Postal Accountants’ examination is a quali- 
fying or competitive examination? 

(b) Will (lovernment be pleased to state whcifier the Director General 
of Posts and Telegraphs has decided that seniority and not date of passing 
the examination of the available passed Accountants shall be (he criterion 
for acting or permanent promotion to the selection grade appointments of 
Accountants ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in view of the decision of the Director General. 
Posts and Telegraphs, referred to in part (b) above, the Director General. 
Posts and Telegraphs, considers the examination as a qualifying test? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the question of declaring 
that seniority in the gradation list subject to efficiency and not the dates 
of passing the examination shall be the only criterion for (i) drawal of 
special pay, (ii) appointment as Accountant and Assistant Accountant, and 
(iii) for promotion to higher grades? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) The Postal Accountants’ examination is quali- 
fying and not competitive. 

(b) Yes. S(‘niority combined with filncss. 

(c) Yr‘s. 

(d) The principle suggested by the Honourable Member is already fol- 
lowed when it is a question of promotion as Accountants and Assistant 
Accountants in the Selection Grades. In making appointments of 
Accountants and Assistant Accountants in the ordinary time scale, which 
carry with them a special pay, the date of passing the examination is the 
criterion and not the relative seniority in the gradation list. Government 
do not propose to depart from this arrangement. 



MOTION FOB ADJOUENMENT. 

Action taken against the General Council op Burmese Associations. 

Mr. President: I have received a notice from Mr. Tun Aung that he 
proposes to ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House today for the purpose of discussing a definite matter 
of urgent public importance as follows: the declaration by the Govern- 
ment of Burma that the General Council of Burmese Associations are 
unlawful under the Criminal Law Amendment Act. I have to inquire 
whether any Honourable Member has any objection to this motion. 

Some Honourable Members: No, no. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Homo Member) : Sir, under Stand- 
ing Order 28 I must take objection. I should like to point out very 
briefly that the action dealt with in the motion is action taken by the Local 
Government on their own discretion and within their own competence. 
The Burma. Legislative Council meets today, and I suggest that if a matter 
of this kind ought to be discussed in the Legislature, the proper forum 
would undoubtedly be the local Legislative Council. For these reasons, 
I suggest that discussion, at any rate at this stage, in this Assembly is 
not likely to be conducive to any purpose. 

Mr. President: As objection has been taken, I would request those 
Honourable Members who are in favour of leave being granted to rise in 
their places. 

(More than twenty-five Members rose in their places.) 

As not less than twenty-five Members have risen, I declare that leave 
is granted and that the motion will be taken up for discussion at 4 p.m. 
this afternoon. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Leader of the House) : Sir, I desire 
with >our permission to make a statement as to the probable course of 
Government business in the week beginning Monday, the 16th. That 
Monday, Sir, is a gazetted holiday and the House will not sit. Tuesday, 
the 17th, has been appointed by His Excellency the Governor General 
for the presentation of the Railway Budget. On the afternoon of the 
same day, as T explained yesterday. Government are providing time for the 
continufition of business not disposed of by this House on the morning of 
Saturday, the 14th. On Wednesday the iStli, you, Sir, have directed that 
the elected Members of this House shall proceed to the election of 
Members to the Court of the Delhi University. Thereafter motions will he 
made to take into consideration and, if those motions are accepted, to 
pass the following Bills: ! 

Bill furfhor to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, 
for certain purposes. 

Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the gold thread 
industry *in British India. 

Bill to provide for the mmlification of certain import duties relating 
to the fostering and development of the steel industry' in 
British India. 


( 796 ) 
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0n the completion of the legislative programme of the day, the House 
will proceed to deal with excess grants under the General Budget and sup- 
plementary grants under the General Budget and also under the Eailway 
Budget. Thursday, the 19th, has been appointed by His Excellency for 
the general discussion of the Railway Budget. As at present arranged, 
Sir, it is not proposed that the House should sit on either Friday or Satur- 
day, the 20th or 21st, one of which days will in any case he a gazetted 
holiday. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Roliilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural): Sir, it is very possible that Thursday, the 19th, may be 
the Id day and therefore I would request that if it is an Id day, the 
Assembly will not sit on that day. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: According to the calendar it is 
either Friday or Saturday. But if that day should fall on the 19th, then 
I think undoubtedly the matter will require reconsideration. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: It cannot be Saturday. It will be either 
Thursday or Friday — it depends on the day when the moon appears; but 
it is quite possible it may be on Thursday. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: In that case different arrangements 
will have to be made, and I will certainly undertake to take the matter 
into consideration. 


Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Redd! (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, for certain reasons I do not propose to 
move the Resolution* standing in my name. 


RESOLUTION BE VANASPATHI GHEE. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing (Bihar and Orissa : Landholders) : Sir, the Resolu- 
tion that stands in my name today and which I beg leave to move is as 
follows : 

“This Assembly recommend.s to the Governor General in Council that pending 
legislation on the lines of the English Food and Drugs Act in the Imperial and Pro- 
vincial Legislatures, prohibitive Custom duties be levied on that questionable com- 
modity which goes by the name of ‘Vana-spathi’, or Vegetable Ghee, or Vegetable 
Oil.’* 


It was early in 1917 that this commodity first made its }ipp(*arancc in this 
country. At the outset the foreign importers experienced great difficulty 
in thefr attempts to introrluce it into the Indian markets as a cheap sub- 
stitute for ghee. The most unfortunate features of the situation at that 


*“This Assembly recommends to tho Governor General in Council that instructions 
be issued giving liberty to Hindus enumerated at the ensu*ing census to state whether 
they do or do not belong to a caste and that this liberty be given not only to those 
who have in their marital or commensal relations proved their dis.sociation but also to 
those who have ceased to regard tliemselvcs as belonging to a caste and have 
conscientious objection to stating it.*’ 
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time were that the foreign importers found in our trading community ready 
support eis for pushing on the sale of that article and that at some import- 
ant towns owners and editors of Indian newspapers were induced to 
write articles crying up the virtues of that stuff. But what tended to give 
it a lease of life w'as the action of the European Health Officer of the 
biggest Municipal Corporation in India who declared the product as jit for 
human consumption without entering into any analysis whatsoever, in 
order to enable the dealers to take out licences from the Corporation. 
But soon after that he availed himself of a long leave and never returned 
to his duties. I'he result is that since then, through Calcutta, the trade 
ha?4 permeated into the wholes of Northern India and the stuff has been 
freely used as a substitute for or an adulterant of genuine ghee every- 
where. The spurious stuff is packed and stored in tins similar to those 
used i i packing of genuine ghee and thus the people arc all the more 
easily duped. 

'riie Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany are the places from which 
that product is sent out to this country. A perusal of the “Official State- 
ment of the Sea-borne Trade of British India”, 1928-29, Volume II, will 
show that the import of the stuff is steadily increasing; the total import 
figures calculated in rupees stand at two crores, the total weight imported 
being about 500,000 cwts. 

WQ are all yet in the dark as to the real conxposition and processes 
of mjinufacture of that substance. Whatever infonnation we possess 
about it is what the foreign importers, represented by the various Euro- 
pean Chambers of Commerce, have been pleased to furnish us by way 
of giving this stuff their certificate — that it is a thing in which “the pro- 
cess is scrupulously clean”, that “it is clean, pure, wholesome and 
cheap”, that “it is made from such articles as cotton seed, cocoanut, 
sesame arachis, etc.”, and the like. The Government Department con- 
cerned have not yet given us any reliable analysis of the ja’oduct, nor have 
they declared in unequivocal terms its food value. They have more or 
less echoed the foregoing statements of the European Chambers of Com- 
nif.rce. But the general impression in the country is that the product 
is some chemical preparation from some substances — w^hether they an 
entirely vcg(‘,tahle, or wholly animal substances, or both combined is what 
is yet unknown. 

Now’ to enter into the chemistry of the substance. All fats and oils 
are mainly mixtures of throe compounds — stearin, palm it in. and olein. Our 
ghee has besides those three, a fourth constituent called butyrin. Of the 
three ingredients the lirsi two namely, stearin and palmitin, arc solids 
and olein is a liciuid. If in a mixture tlie first two ingredients. 7)iz.j 
stearin and paliriitin preponderate, it is a. solid at an ordinary temperature 
and is called a fat; but if olein preponderates, it is a liquid and is called 
an oil. The difference between olein and stearin lies in the fact that olein 
contains less hydrogen than stearin and by introducing hydrogen chemi- 
cally into liq\iid olein, it is converted into solid stearin. Any oil can be 
converted into solid fat in the presence of fine nickel dust at a high tem- 
perature by the process of hydrogenation. But the fact remains that, in 
spite of careful refining some residue of nickel dust is left over after the 
chemical process has been completed. That process of converting liquid 
oil into solid fat by hydrogen-process is carried on in an extensive scale 
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in the Netherlands and Belgium. Vegetable ghee is such a product and 
it is for you to consider whether such a hydrogenated chemical product 
with very minute traces of nickel dust present in it can serve as a 
substitute for ghee, which is an organic substance, the legal definition 
therefor being “fat derived from the milk of mammals, namely, cows and 
buffaloes”. It is thus manifest that in chemical composition the so-called 
vegetable ghee is not identical with and cannot approach ghee, because of 
the fact it lacks butyrin, the most essential ingredient in ghee. 

I’hen there is the considered testimony of our medical men, physiolo- 
gists and scientists to prove that a vegetable product and our ghee have 
different physiological effects upon the human system. Ghee is more 
rasiiy assimilable than oil and is abundantly rich in Vitamin A, in which 
<hc vegetable product is entirely deficient. Again according to expert 
medical opinions the presence of traces of nickel iTi the article is liable to 
bring about affections of the eyes and the hydrogenatcKl oil contributes to 
affections of the heart and is largely believed to be the chief cause of beri- 
beri and similar complaints. Opinions of European medical men arc also 
forthcoming in support of those views. T)r. Plimmor, an authority on die- 
tetics, in his book on “Food, Health, and Vitamin^' says: 

“Vegetable oils generally do not contain Vitamin A ; that the danger of ricketa 
and of stunted growth and had teeth will increase if the people rely for their fats 
on vegetable product. There is reason to believe. . . .that tubennilosis, leprosy, cholera, 
dysentery, plague and malaria have often in India a mahimtritional element in their 
genesis and course.” 

Colonel F. P. Maekie, T.M.S., Director, Bombay B^acteriologieal Laboratory 
at Parel, in giving his own opinion on vegetable siibstilutos says thus: 

“I am dead against the substitution of animal fats i)y vegetable oils and oonsider 
that it should he vetoed at once . . T am sorry to see these substitution products 
put on the market at all and think the municipal authorities should prohibit their sals 
unless they ean he proved to contain a fair quantity of fat soluble vitamin Other- 
wise the requirements of economy will result in children being brought up on those 
oils — a procedure which may have a disastrous effect on public health. ... As to the 
question of giving them to the hospital r»atient.s. T .should forbid it absolutely.” 

Captain J. B. Thomas, another Alember of the Indian Medical Service, 
who was for seine time the Chemical Examiner to the Punjab Govern- 
ment, in making his experiments on the effect of vegetable ghee upon low'er 
animals, arrived at the conclusion that the product produced a decided 
degenerating effect even upon lower animal life. Fn bis opinion : 

“Vanaspathi cannot, he used as a substitute for genuine ghee. It must not he given 
to infants and lactating mothers. There is something missing in Vanaspathi, which 
is present in ghee, something which is necessary for growth and good health.” 

(Vide his paper in Volume XTV of the Indian Journo] of Medical 
Rcficarrh.) Again, in roplv to n question put bv tin* TTonoiirnble Piai 
Bahadur Bam Saran Das about that product, in the rmincil of State on 
2Flrd August. 1920, the then ronimandcr-in-Chicf of the Indian Eoreos 
observed as follows: 

“Ghee contains this vitamin in considernhlo qiiantitic*?. Vogetahlc oils, such as 
Go(M>geni. do not contain it except perh»’ps in traces negliTihV, for practical purposes. 

It IS not thought desirable to denrive the Indian colflipi* of an article which contains 
aubstanecs essential to the growth and nhvsie.'il htness in favour of one which does 
not and which would prohably he much fe.ss acceptable to him than the article to 
■which he has been accustomed from childhood.” 
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But all those opinions and statements notwithstanding, we are coP' 
fronted with some stem realities about the vegetable product. From the 
busiest town to the meanest hamlet pure ghee is being steadily displaced 
by that questionable commodity. Both manufacturers and dealers of 
.pure ghee are being ousted from their trade by the cheapness of the arti- 
cle; some are even being forced to adopt the adulteration of the genuine 
stuff with that product just in order to get on with their business. On the 
other hand consumers are made to pay quite dearly for this stuff in the 
^belief that it is genuine ghee and also have to imbibe this poison in the 
name of the much-prized ghee. Economically, therefore, both manufac- 
turers and consumers are hard hit. On the top of this, is the drain of 
about two crores of the country’s wealth by this product of questionable 
.merits. 


1 need rot emphasise the important part that ghee plays in the Indian 
sentiment and the extent of the sanctity that is ordinarily attached to it. 
It is daily used in our Pujahs and Homas and our Shastras enjoin that 
nothing, but the purest stuff, should be used for our religious observances. 
i\gain there can be no feast or festival in an Indian home, be it that of a 
Hindu, or a Mussulman, or a Christian, that can dispense with some pre- 
^pai'ations or other made from the purest ghee. It is absolutely necessary, 
therefore, that an article w^hich plays such an important part in our 
dietary and is so very essential for our religious observances, should be 
made immune from adulteration, and no cheap and spurious imitation 
•should be suffered to take its place, and that in the best interests of the 
healtJi of the nation, in the interests of indigenous dairy-farming and 
cattle-breeding and in the interests of the healthy development of future 
•generations. 

The European Chambers of Commerce, which are vitally interested in 
the import of the commodity, wdll tell us that when pure ghee is not to be 
had quite enough for all the requirements of the whole population, when 
what we get is allowed to be adulterated with animal fats and other 
foreign substances, we should have no objection to have this product 
either as a substitute for or as an adulterant of ghee. They confess that 
.the substance is deficient in vitamins, but still they will tell us, “Go on 
taking it but have the deficiency of vitamin supplemented by other things 
possessing that food value”. They will also maintain that the Govern- 
ment should afford every encouragement to the sale of the product so that 
tile pC'Or people in India — for whom their hearts melt at least when the 
sale Oi some imported commodity is concerned — may consume it largely 
owing to its cheapness in place of natural ghee, which is rather too costly 
for them. They say also that when margarine is allowed to be used for 
the adulteration of butter in Europe and America, wo should also have no 
compunction to allowing vegetable ghee to be freely mixed with our natural 
.ghee. That sort of reasoning need not surprise iis, for that has always 
been the logic with the European trading community in India, who think 
of nothing else but the expansion of their trade. 

Evidently with a view to awaken the conscience of the Government of 
India to the undesirable situation that has been created by the widespread 
sale of vegetable ghee, the Honourable Lala Earn Saran Das, whose 
tittemjits at checking the evils of vegetable ghee are too well-known, 
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moved in 1929 in the upper House a Resolution to introduce some distin- 
guishing colouring eRect in vegetable ghee so that people might be put on 
their guard about the stuff they purchased. The motion was adopted by 
the House and the Local Governments were addressed for their opinions 
(VT the subject. The European Chambers of Commerce in a body stoutly 
opposed the proposal. For reasons best known to them the various Local 
Governments took an unusually long time to send in their replies. But 
the Ministry of Local Self-Government of the Punjab took prompt action 
Jn the matter and introduced the Punjab Act 1929 to prevent adulteration 
of the natural ghee, vefy much on the lines of the English Food and 
Drugs Acts. Again, when my brother, Mr. Surput Sing, brought forward 
Resolution for the entire stoppage of the import of that commodity into 
this country in the same Chamber last year, the Government Member, 
the Honourable Mr. Woodhead, gave a reply in which he felt convinced 
about the extensive adulteration of ghee with vegetable product, and 
although opposing the Resolution, promised that the Government of India 
would address the Local Governments on the subject of minimising the 
evil, and would request them to consider the advi.sability of undertaking 
legislation on the footing of the Punjab Act, based on the lines of the 
British Food and Drugs Act of 1928. 

1 may inform the House for their information that all European coun- 
tries without exception and the United States of America have intro- 
duced stringent legislation to prevent adulteration of genuine food articles 
on the one hand and on the other have prescribed a standard to which all 
imported things having anv food value should strictly conform. I may 
also add that quite a number of Indian States, too numerous to mention 
here, have either legislated against the total import of or introduced heavy 
terminal duties on this vegetable product with a view to banish it from 
their territories altogether. But our Municipalities are somewhat power* 
less in the matter, for they cannot levy on articles, subject to sea-custom 
duty, more than Rs. 3-2-0 per cent., in accordance with the Government 
of India, Horne Department Resolution No. 206-12 (ii) of 9th December 
1904. Of course, they can prescribe a very high prohibitive license fee for 
the dealers, but that will be something ridiculous. It is also stated for 
the information of the Honourable* Members that the selling price of the 
vegetable ghee is ordinarily about Rs. 25 per case of two tins weighing 80 
lbs. This price Avorks out to approximately Rs. 25-13-0, per niaimd, whereas 
the price of natural ghee is about Rs. 60 per maund. This comparative 
cheapness of the article, coupled with the fact that in colour it is akin to 
natural ghee, inakes it an easy and profitable adulterant of ghee. 

I think I have made it clear both from the opinion of experts as well as 
from the information obtained from various other smjrces, that I have a 
case and that 1 can very well ask the House that we should check the 
evils of this vegetable product betitnes before that stuff, by the lapse of 
time, is allowed adA^ersely to affect the health, vigour, and growth of the 
nation already ill-nourislu'd. It is therefon* inciumbcnt upon the Gov- 
ernment of India to devise some means forthwith on the lines of what 
they have done in the European countrici.s and America in order to check 
the adulteration of articles of food so as to (msure the Indian public that 
the ghee which they ))uy may be of the same nature, substance, quantity 
and quality as it purports to be. What is wanted is that, pending the 
introduction of legislation, as promised by the Government of India last 
year on the floor of the other House on the lines of the English Food and 
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Drugs Act of 1928 by the Imperial and Provincial Legislatures, the customs 
duty on this vegetable product should be enhanced so much as to render 
it so costly that it should no longer be found to be a convenient medium 
for the adulteration of ghee. Aly prayer is modest and I trust the House 
will record their vote in favour of my proposal. 

With those words, Sir, I beg to move my Besolution. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : The llesolution of my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Bhuput Sing involves the consideration of a highly 
technical subject of great public health importance, and if the House will 
bear with me for a few minutes, T sludl explain all to the House in simple 
lucid language, and as brevity is the soul of wit, T shall be as brief as 
possible. 

The Honourable IVlember hails from Bihar and Orissa. Ifc is a land- 
holder. It is common knowledge that landholders are the largest ghee 
producers in this country, and when I read the llesolution for the first 
time, I wondered if Mr. Bhuput Sing was a ghee producer. Now, it is 
high time that f should proceed with the siil'ject, and we shall see whe- 
ilur it will ho “paradise lost” or “y)aradisc rcgain(!d” of the Honourable 
Mover’s llesolution. 

Sir, in the first place, J do not like the words “vegetable ghee”. 
Prom the point of view of fraud on ihe consumer, the expression “vege- 
table ghee” is unfortunate and misleading. The first point that strikes 
me is this. Is consumption of vegetable oil injurious to health? Well 
as a public*, health expert, 1 can, with all the force and conviction of 
which I an) capable, assure the House that it is not injurious to health in 
any way. Now, let us compare vegetable ghee — or rather I will call it 
vegetable product or vegetable oil — and the genuine ghee. As cooking 
fat. there is )io difference at all between genuine ghee and vegetable oil. 
The only ])oint is that genuine ghee is ricli in vitamins, and the vitamin 
that we concerned with hero is vitamin A and vegetable oil is defi- 
cient in vitamins. Now, what are vitamins? Vitamins are substances 
about whicli we do not know much, but vitamin is something that is 
nbsoliilelv essential for the maintenance of health. When ghee is actually 
consumed, do wc get this vitamin A? Docs it enter the system? No. 
During the manufacture of ghee, the fluid is raised to a high temperature 
and so tlu^ vitamins are done aAvny with to a certain extent, and the pro- 
cess of destruction is complete during the culinary cooking process. The 
ghee is raised to a high temperature, and the vitamins are completely 
destroyed. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing: Can you ])rovc that it is completely destroy ( kI? 

Dr. R. D. Dalai: The Honourable Member had his turn: and inter- 
ruptions are inadmissible during a maiden speech. 

An Honourable Member: Especially when you cannot answer a ques- 
tion. 

Dr, R. D. Dalai: It is admitted that the vitamins are completely 
destroyed Avhen the ghee is actually consumed. Now, Sir, margarine has 
supplanted genuine butter in Europe to a great extent. When margarine 
was first introduced into England, the arguments that are noAV being 
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used in India to prohibit the import of -vegetable oils were then advanced 
Isow, how is this vegetable oil prepared? It is manufactured ir up-to- 
date factories by machinery under aseptic precautions; and it is pure 
and wholesome, and it has a definite food value. 

Sir Haii Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Noii-Muham- 
luadan): But it is sold as ghee. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai: I shall come to tlial, Sir Hari Siiigli. When it is 
hardened to the consistency of genuine ghee by chemical process which 
ib knowii as hydrogenation, it is sold as ghee, as Dr. Gour says. 1 have 
jiointed out that vegetable oil is not injurious to health in any way, and 
therefore on the ground of public health there is no justification at all 
for interference with the import of vegetable oil into British India. Now, 
I will admit that genuine ghee is adulterated with vegetable oil; and every 
one would like that the adulteration should be prevented; but if you pro- 
hibit the import of vegetable oil, have we not other adulterants and are 
they not objectionable and are not they offensive? The traders will make 
use of objectionable adulterants. There is one point which I must make 
clear, and that is that the adulteration of ghee did not begin with the 
introduction of vegetable oil, and will not disappear with the prohibition of 
import of vegetable oil. Then the cost of genuine ghee is so high that 
it is beyond the meams of millions of people in India. Now, in tlic pro- 
vince from which the Honourable Mr. Bhuput Sing hails, 90 per cent. 
01 the population use vegetable oil; and if you deprive the poor rustic 
people of this admittedly pure and wholesome article, do you think that 
the poor people will bless Mr. Bhuput Singl 

Then, Sir, there is another thing. It has bcoti suggested that colour- 
ing matter should be used to prevent adulteration. T strongly d(?()rc-cnte 
that suggestion. Any attempt to colour vegetable oils would lead to the 
possibility of introduction of poisonous matter. Further, if the consumer 
sees that the article is coloured, he will think ion thousand times before 
purchasing it. So, it would wreck the industry; and there is the general 
tendency now-a-days to prohibit the use of artificial colouring mailers and 
preservatives; so the proposal to colour vegetable oils cannot possibly be 
supported. Then, what is the remedy? To my mind it seems that tins 
of vegetable oil should be labelled; and the sellers of vegetable oil should 
exhibit a notice making it quite clear that pure ghee is sold here, and also 
vegetable oil, and also a mixture of ghee and vegetable oil. If the adul- 
teration is objected to, then what is the remedy? The remedy is quite 
simple. You take samples and then you analyse them and examine them 
and then if they be found faulty, prosecutions should be launched. Now, 
38 regards the duty, the vegetable product already bears a high duty of 
15 per cent., and I am strongly opposed to any increase in the duty and 
I am strongly opposed to undue interference with trade. 

•Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Rural) : 
In my capacity as Chairman of a Municipal Board, T have had to deal 
with this question very often, and the remedies which have been suggested 
by my Honourable friend Dr. Dalai have been found to be ahsolutelv 
incapfible of coping with this evil. There are health officers in eael] and 
every town. They take samples of the ghee which goes about in f be name 
of pure ghee. This is really an adulterated mixture of vegetable oil and 

•Speech not revised by the Honourable Member. 
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pure ghee. You take the sample and send it for chemical examination. 
Before that comes back and a legal remedy can be had, the same com- 
modity is Ibeing sold ever}^ day with impunity and we cannot check this 
evil by this dilatory method proposed by my Honourable friend, Dr. Dalai. 
Hundreds of petty dealers come in on the market day and it is very very 
difficult to take samples from these people. They only visit the town once 
a week and you cannot deal with them properly by having recourse to 
law, as suggested by my Honourable friend, Dr. Dalai. Pro- 
12 Noon. 1 ^^^ experience" of Bombay only, which is a big town 

and is not visited by the rural population at all. But when you deal with 
the question in the towns where yon have the people selling ghee from 
the vilhigcs, you cannot deal with the question in the manner suggested 
by my friend, Dr. Dalai. My friend says that the zemindars are the 
largest producers of ghee. I do not agree with him. The zemindars are 
not the producers of ghee, it is the tenants who produce ghee, and there- 
fore my friend, the Honourable Mr. Bhuput Sing had no personal interest 
in moving this Besolution, if that was the insinuation which my friend, 
Dr. Dalai, made. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai: 1 did not mean to make that insinuation at all. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: 1 am glad he did not mean that, and 
he admits in effect that his intention was not to say that the zemindars 
arc the producers of ghee. Then, again, he has tried to create a distinc- 
tion between vegetable oil and vegetable ghee, and bo objects to the 
words vegetable ghee being used because the article is not really vegetable 
ghee but vegetable produce. I quite agree, but liere what my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing, wants is not a legal distinction; ho wants to 
cope with the evil as it presents itself to the ordinary consumer in the 
streets. A man docs not know whether it is ghee or whether it is vegetable 
produce. 

Sir Hari Singh Q-our: He wants to prevent a fraud. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan: The f)nly thing which he wants is that 
a thing which is sold in the name of vegetable ghee shoulcl not pass in 
that name at all. That is why he suggests a certain remedy, so that 
every consumer mu.st know on the very face of the article when it comes 
into the bazaar that it is not ghee but something else and that it should 
not be sold in the name of ghee at all. There are thousands of shops 
which put up boards in bold letters saying that pure ghee is sold there, 
but certainly we know that thereby a fraud is committed on the people; 
and even those people who sell the commodity cannot find out the fraud 
committed on themselves also; and they are obliged to sell this commodity 
after examining whether, when a seer or two of ghee is brought by a 
particular producer, that contains some vegetable oil or not. That is very 
difficult, and it cannot be done as easily as my friend suggests. We have 
been seeing this evil for such a long time and trying to stop it, but we 
have not succeeded in any w^ay. The only remedy which can be successful 
is this, that there should be some colour which may at once distinguisH 
pure ghee and vegetable ghee from other articles which come into the 
market in the name of ghee and are not really ghee. 

Then there is another class which has arisen, the petty dealers; I know 
that at least they are in my district in large numbers. They purify fat 
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by certain chemical processes and they mix a certain quantity of oil ini 
that and a little bit of this vegetable ghee (An Honourable Member:: 
“Cocoanut oil”), and you cannot distinguish between pure ghee and thia. 
mixture. Of course the producers can sell it at the rate of one seer and. 
a half per rupee. But what do the petty dealers do? They purchase this 
stuff from these people, who of course show in bold letters that it is not 
pure ghee but an adulterated mixture, but the petty dealer who puniliasea. 
the stuff from them goes about and sits in the market on the market day 
and sells it under the name of pure ghee, and the people living in the 
cities arc led to believe that that man has brought the stuff from the 
village, and so it must be pure ghee because the man is a rustic, and so 
they purchase under the impression that it is pure ghee, but they find 
out afterwards that it is not really ghee but fat. S^r, from the Hindu 
point of view it is a great fraud committed on the Hindu community, the 
members of which are prohibited by their religion from taking any kind of 
animal fat apart from that obtained from milk; and it is a fraud 
committed upon otlicr persons as well who would like to purchase pure 
ghee but 'who are not supplied with that. My friend, Br. Dalai, will agree 
with me that it cannot have the same effect on health as pure ghee would 
have. Vegetable oil may not be so injurious to health but it cannot be so 
good for health as pure ghee. 

Dr. B. D. Dalai: There is no difference at all. 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan: That may be his view, but that is nob 
the view of the people who can claim to be experts equally along with him. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai: 8ir, on the other hand 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: When the consumer does not like to 
purchnse it, there is no meaning in one man from the Public Health 
Departinont coming up and saying that, “you must purchase it because it 
won’t affect your health”. What I found however in his speech was not 
so much love for the Public Health Department as for the people who deal 
in this business, because his concluding words were to the effect that he 
does not like to sto]) the trade, and that he does not like to hamper the 
trade going on as I say by fraudulent methods in this country. So the 
whole gist of his argument was that he wants to save the trade — which as 
1 say is committing a fraud U]K)n the people — and he tries to speak in 
the name of the Public Health Dc^parlment. Tf that Department wants 
that the fraud may continue to be committed on the consumers, ho is 
quite all right in defending it in that shape, but what I suspect is that 
lie was probably speaking from the point of view of the tradesman dealing 
in this stuff, and not so much out of love for the Public Health Depart- 
ment. Sir, T very strongly support the Eesoluiion, and I think that it is 
high time that this evil was stopped at once. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Sir, I rise to 
support the Resolution moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing. 
The question of artificial ghee was raised several times in this Assembly 
during the life time of the second and third Assemblies. I put several 
questions in connection with this matter, and Mr. Bajpai, on behalf of the 
Government, assured the House that the matter was being looked into, 
that the Government was considering this question seriously, and that 
they would take such steps as would be necessary to enable purchasers to 
see that they purchased the genuine article and not artificial ghee. Several 
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yeara Save past, however, and Government have not :taken any action in 
the*‘nialtor. And I want to emphasise that this is a matter .which deeply 
Concerns the people of this country because it affects their health and 
Totality. I wish af^aih to appeal to the Government to levy, a heavy import 
; duty on artificial ghee and to order that it should be either coloured or that 
some other steps should he taken to enable people who want to purchase 
the genuine arficlo to see that they do not purchase “brummagem” but 
^ot the genuine article. If Government will only take steps to sec that 
adulteration does not take place, they shall have earned the thanks of the 
public: 

The Seyd. J. C. Chatteijee (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, this question 
of vegetable ghoe and the evil effects thereof has on various occasions been 
discussed at length in the Delhi Municipality. It cannot be denied that 
there is a strong feeling, whether from the point of view of health, or 
because of its being a foreign article, or may be because of sentimental 
reasons, against the free use of this commodity. I remember that on the 
last occasion when the question of imposing a heavy terminal tax on this 
article was discussed in the Municipality of this city, a venerable City 
Father got up and said that studying the birth and death returns in the 
City of Delhi, he found that the mortality rate had been going up, while 
there was a fall in the birth rate, and he was of opinion that this was 
largely due to the increased use of vegetable ghee. How far he wm 
correct I cannot say, hut I would only point out how people believe that 
even birth and death returns are affected by the use of this ghee. 

Now, Sir, the point is this. I am not quite clear as to what are the 
real grounds on which the Honourable the Mover of this Resolution wants 
to base his plea for the imposition of a heavy import duty on vegetable 
ghee. If it is on the ground that this imported article is having an in- 
jurious effect on and offers an unfair competition to a home made article 
— ^that is real ghee — if that is the real ground, then it is a different matter 
and we ought to consider the proposition on that score alone. We must 
consider whether vegetable ghee imported from foreign countries is having 
an injurious effect on the production and sale of pure ghee. If that is so, 
then wo ought to ask for legislation on that ground and I have no quarrel 
with that point of view. 

The second point is the question of public health. Now, is it really 
correct that public health is being undermined by the use of this ghee? 
That is more a medical and public health question. Dr. Dalai has ex- 
pressed his view. I may also say that this question was referred to our 
Municipality. The Health Officer of our Municipality, another distinguish- 
ed member of the Public Health Service — he is an Indian, not a 
European — ^gave it as his considered view that the use of vegetable ghee 
in itself had no injurious effects whatsoever on public health. But I am 
not competent to go into that question. T can only repeat what is said 
by the medical profession or by the Members of the Public Health Depart- 
ment on that subject. 

Now, the next question Js the sentimental objection to this product 
and also the more important problem of adulteration of the real article 
with this stuff. There* is considerable strength in that plea. There are 
other people who have a greater right to speak on that aspect of the 
question. They object to the use of vegetable ghee on sentimental grounds. 
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^ome object on religious grounds also, but I prefer not to bring religion 
into this matter, though I do not question their right to say that they 
object to its use on sentimental grounds. I also support my Honourable 
friend Mr. Yamin Khan in his plea that this question of adulteration of 
the real article with the mixture or the fear of fraud by imitations of 
this kind is certainly a very important problem. We, in our Municipality 
have tried to prevent it by various means, but I confess we have not been 
able to prevent it completely. It has been urged by my friend Dr. Dalai 
that samples of ghee can be taken and analysed to discover fraud on 
adulteration. I do not know whether my Honourable friend knows it, but 
I know that it is very difficult to get samples analysed. In most towns 
in India, there is no analytical laboratory to deal with any such stuff. To 
do this properly, we must get a large number of samples taken and 
thoroughly examined. That is not at all a practical proposition. We 
have tried various methods of colouring and all the rest of them, but we 
found we could not prevent admixture or adulteration. 

Dr. B. D. Dalai: We can do it; let the Food and Drugs Adulteration 
Act come. 

The Bevd. J. 0. Ghatterjee: But we have not been able to do it. The 
Honourable Member wants legislation for a certain period only. That 
certainly is not the only difficulty. I must also point out on the other 
hand that whenever serious objections have been made to the use of such 
articles, I have noticed — I may be wrong and I speak subject to correc- 
tion — that these objections come from the well-to-do quarters, from people 
who can afford to get real ghee, the really good article. It is possible, 
there may be ample justification for it. Buti I want to know whether 
it is not after all a question of supply and demand. After all, does it not 
come down to that? Can we argue that everybody in this country or 
a vast majority of people in this country can use real ghee? Have they 
got the means to use real ghee? It is 'well known that in Bengal — my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, who is not at present here would 
bear me out — the vast majority of people cannot afford to have real ghee. 
They never make any attempt to use that ghee. They have always used 
vegetable oil in the preparation of their food. That, again, is true of people 
in these places also. I have to work among very poor people, and I find 
that real ghee is absolutely unknown or very little known to them. I wish 
they could obtain real ghee. I do .not for a moment suggest that vegetable 
ghee can take the place of real ghee. Vegetable ghee has very little 
nutrition as compared with pure ghee, and every one needs pure ghee. 
But all the same the fact remains that many people cannot get it; they 
cannot afford it, and so they do not attempt to get it. The fact is that 
most people have to use vegetable oil of some kind; and the medical 
authorities or the public health authorities have not demonstrated that the 
vegetable oils produced in the country arc superior to this particular 
vegetable ghee or oil as we prefer to call it. They have not proved that 
this particular oil is really injurious. There may be differences of opinion 
between medical men and public health experts, but the fact hag not been 
properly established. I still say it is all a question of supply and demand, 
and so long as there is a demand for the use of vegetable oils, that demand 
will be fulfilled. If my Honourable friend feels that this particular article 
is pernicious, then what is the proper remedy? It is public education. 
He should undertake extensive propaganda against* the use of this article 
and they should teach people why certain articles should not be used. 


o 
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Now, take the case of margarine. I remember during the time of 
war — I happened to be in England at that time — ^when margarine first made 
its appearance, there was a tremendous propaganda against it. People 
said that it was going to undermine national health and so on, but there 
was no better substitute for butter. It was widely used and even now I 
believe that margarine still continues to be used largely. The same thing 
happens in this country. Let us try to prevent adulteration by all means. 
Let Municipalities ensure that there should be separate dealers for different 
kinds of ghee. You can take any steps to prevent fvdulteration and fraud; 
there can be no objection to that. But I think legislation of the kind 
proposed will not help forward the cause that we have at heart. Muni- 
cipalities can deal with the problem. They have been dealing with the 
matter. In the Delhi Municipality a heavy terminal tax has been imposed 
on the import of this article though it is still being brought in. What we 
really need is public education and not legislation. 

Baja Bahadur O. Krishnamachariar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly ; Non- 
Muhammadan liural); Sir, the BesoJutioii which I have the honour to 
support is, I think, quite an innocent one and it does not at all require any 
argiunent for or against in great elaboration, 'rhe point that is contained 
m that Besolution is not whether it is injurious oi otherwise, but the point 
IS, do not sell a thing under a fraudulent name. If yours is not ghee, Ihen 
wdiy do you call it so? That is the whole question. It is not a question 
whether the producer objects to it or whether it is the consumer who objects 
to it. 1 would respectfully submit that, as far as 1 understand the Besolu- 
tion, th(‘ intention of that Besolution is quite plain. Why call a c(U’tain 
thing, wliicli you know is not known to b(; gliee, as ghee, and try to sell it 
and pass it off to the consumer as if it was real ghee? As my Honourable 
friend Bevd. Chaiicrjoe said, a large class of poor people in this country 
use vegetable oil. I think it is admitted on all hands that as bctwocri 
vegetable oil and ghee, the latter is considered to be ccvtainly supor'or. 
What these people do is this. They take the adulterated substitute, go 
and tell the unfortunate villagers that it is ghee, which they know is 
superior to vegetable oil and try to pass it on at a price which otherwise it 
would not fafeh. It is that to wJ)jch my Honourable friend, Mr. lllniput 
Sing, objects. And after all, what does he want 7 There has been an 
undertaking on behalf of Government that legislation would be brought for- 
ward. That undertaking has not yet been lulfillcd, and until that is done, 
you should take steps to stop the sale of this article which is brought in 
under a false name and brought for the purpose of inducing people to take 
it ns a particular substance when it is not really so and which it would 
otherwise be difficult to sell in the bazar in an’ easy manner. There is 
absolutely no harm in that ; and as for its being injurious or not, you may 
take it that as long as the doctors arc able or not able to analyse it, there 
is going to be no finality in the matter. Those of ns who have had any 
experience of chemical analysis in criminal trials can very easily realise 
what the result of this analysis by chemical processes amounts to. One 
particular doctor comes to one conclusion or another : another doctor comes 
to another conclusion, and you can never satisfactorily decide when doctors 
disagree. As for taking a sample and getting it analysed, my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, has stated the difficulties in clear terms, and 
there .is no point in repenting them. 



vaVaspathi oheb. 


80 » 


There is one point which was raised by Mr. Bhuput Sing, which 1 thitok 
has hot been sufficiently emphasised, and it is this, that un to the present 
there is no authoritative analysis on behalf of the sellers of that commoditv 
as to what it really contains. I have seen certain patent medicines on 
the bottles of which they say what are the ingredients of which the medi- 
cine 18 composed and m what quantities, so that the man who purchases 
the medicine may know the particular ingredients of the lucdicine and the 
proportion of each. If it is a non-injurious product and there is so much 
difticulty in submitting it to examination after it is put on the market, 
what is the difficulty in saying that a man who wants to bring this article 
into the market should say what the composition is. Then we shall have 
no difficulty about any doctor e-oming in and giving his opinion. We shall 
then know whether it is injurious or not and whether to prohibit it or not. 

As for prosecutions, the least said about it the better. You first allow 
the mischief to be done, God knows to what extent, and then you go and 
take hold of probably a. man who is not able tu defend himself, tine him 
live rupees because it is probably a summary procedure, and no one is any 
better for it except perhaps Government which puls five nipocs into its 
pocket. Therefore a prosecution is not the proper remedy. The proper 
remedy is to take drastic steps and not allow this thing to come into, the 
country at all. If you cannot do it, the next best thing is to stop it until 
you have the proper piece of legislation by which yon can regulate it if you 
cannot stop it from coming in. With these words, T vtTy stnaigly support 
the Kesoludon of my Honourable friend, Mr. J.Uiuput Sing. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Hall- 
ways): I do not propose, Mr. President, to speak at any groat length upon 
this Ilesolution. Some of the points T had intended to make have been 
anticipated by two of the priwious speakers, my Ifonourable frifuid Dr. 
Dalai and my Honourable friend Mr, Chatter joe. 1 want to begin with a 
point which was made by Dr. Dalai, narru‘ly» that vegetable ghee, sf*- 
calJed, is a substance which is not injurious to liealth and has a definite 
food value. The last speaker took a srmewKal pcssinnstic view ar to 
qualifications of the na^dical profession and the credence wliieli w(* ought 
to give to them. He rather suggested that, as tli(‘r(‘ was so much dis- 
agreement among experts on this qiiestion, one man’s o])inioM was as good 
as a/iother’s. But I cannot share that view; nor do 1 think the Honouralde 
the Mover of the motion was quite fair when he suggested that all the in- 
formation we had about vegetable ghee came from the ex])oriing firms in 
European countries, and that there have been no reports from Government 
experts. This question was referred to all Local Governments and we 
have had their replies; and no doubt before they .srave these replies the' 
Local Governments must have consulted their experts, and the experts 
again would not themselves have given their opinions without having taken 
steps to satisfy themselves on an obvious point of that kind. 

Now, the purport of the replies we have received from the Local (lov- 
ernments — with one exception, namely, the Central Province's,— was that, 
although the vegetable product was deficient in certain vitamins, it was rK)t 
injurious to health. And all that the Central Provinces Government had 
to say on the subject was that, — ^ 

“the Local Government is inclined to agree that the siihstitulion of an artido 
deficient in vitamins must necessarily he harmful to that section of the population 
whose diet is so meagre that the deficiency is not made up* otherwise.* 
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But that faUs a great deal short of saying that in itself the vegetable 
product is injurious to health. All that statement of the Central 
vinces Gbvemment really comes to is this, that' a certain proportion of 
vitamins is necessary to health, that these vitamins may come from differ- 
ent substances, and that if the population cannot obtain them froin other 
food substances, then the vegetable product is injurious in the sense that 
the people would be better if they could get pure ghee. That does not in 
the least affect the main proposition which, as far as I can see, is firmly 
established, namely, that the vegetable prc^uct has a definite food value 
and is not injurious to health. If that be so, it is a very strong measure 
indeed to impose a prohibitive duty on the import of this substance with 
the intention of keeping it out altogether. Very strong reasons would have 
to be adduced before that can be shown to be a justifiable course ; and the 
first reason against any such measure to which I would wish to direct the 
attention of the House is this. What would he the consequences of the 
imposition of such a duty ? Would the result be that the people of India 
would be able to buy, to the full extent they desire, ghee or unadulterated 
ghee? I am afraid there is only one answer to that question, that the 
measure would not have that result. And my Honourable friend Revd. 
Chatterjee pointed out with great cogency that as a matter of fact it is a 
question of demand and supply, and that there is not a sufficient produc- 
tion of pure ghee in India to enable the great mass of the population to 
obtain it at the price they can afford to pay. And if the importation of 
the so-called vegetable ghee is prohibited, then I am afraid the only conse- 
quence will be that puliilteration will be effected with even more undesirable 
substitutes. My Honourable friend Mr. Woodhead in another place, a few 
months ago, referred to what was said by Sir George Watt as long ago as 
1885 on the subject of adulteration. This is what Sir George Watt said : 

**The chief ^icles used in the adulteration of ghee are vegetable oil, such ae 
cocoanut, groundnut, cotton, safflower, poppy, sesamum, . niger and kokam. These are 
all hartnksa enough; though cheaper than ghee; but injurious oils are also used, 
especially mahiua, salvedora and castor oil. Other animal fats, especially mutton, are 
largely utilised:” 

Then again it came our notice quite recently that large quantities of 
a mineral white, .oil had been imported into Burma and were being used 
for the adulteration of the ghee there. It seems to me that, if by pmhibi- 
ting the import^ation of this vanaspathi ghee, the result is that the ghee is 
adulterated not with a harmless substance with a definite food value, but 
with all sorts of other substances, some of which may be definitely perni- 
cious, instead of benefiting the people, we should be injuring them, and it 
is for this ifeason that Government do not iepl that any sufficient justificar 
tion has been advanced for the action proposed in the Resolution. My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, took the line, and he received some 
support from my fionourahle friend, Mr. Chatterjee, that it is very difficult, 
if not impossible, to enforce legislation directed to prevent adulteration and 
to secure an adequate supply of pure food. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair, which w^as taken by 
Bai Sahib Harhilas Sarda.) 

I quite admit that there are difficulties, but on the other hand, if the 
line taken is that there is no use passing le^slation to secure these objects 
because nobody can enforce that, tbeni it is wholly inconsistent with the 
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tems.of the Besolutipn as it has beea actually moyjed, because the Besohx- 
tioD^ sayS/ Vthat pending jegislatiou on the lines of the English Food and 
Prugs Ac^fiiiiihe imperiai and Provincial Legislatures, prohibitive Custom 
dutjies be :leyi^'\/ Pre^wnably they would cease to be levied as soon as 
the, legislation has been passed and therefore the line of argument adopted 
by my Honourable friend^ Mr. Yamin Khan, ought not to lead him to 
suppprt the Besolution as it stands on the paper. One speaker, I think, 
said that an undertaking had been given by Government to pass legislation 
and that this undertaking had not been carried out. 1 have several times 
gone through all the papers in possession of the Government in connection 
with this matter, and I do not recollect that any binding undertaking was 
on any occasion given that Government would legislate on the subject in 
the sense which the Honourable the Mover of the Besolution desires. What 
we did promise to do several years ago was to examine the question. We 
did examine the question and we consulted all Local Governments, with 
the result which I have already indicated to the House. Last year, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Woodhead, said in the Council of State that the 
Government of India had come to the conclusion that the proper way to 
deal with the matter was by provincial legislation directed to prevent# 
adulteration. He also said that if the Local Governments found that, in 
order to make their legislation effective. Central legislation on the subject 
of the nomenclature to be applied to vegetable products at the time of 
importation was necessary, the Government of India were quite prepared 
to consider passing such legislation. But up till now we have not received 
from any Local Government any request that we should legislate in that 
way. When I had notice of the terms of this Besolution, telegrams were 
sent to all Local Governments on the subject to find out what steps they 
themselves had actually taken in the way of passing provincial legislation. 
The Punjab has of course its Pure Food Act, passed in 1929, and I think 
Members already know that. The Government of Bengal .said that they 
have already taken steps under the Bengal Municipal Act notifying a set 
of rules in order to ensure that what is sold as ghee is pure ghee. As 
regards legislation to prohibit the application or the term “ghee" to the 
vegetable product, they report that the term "ghee" is not in practice on 
the labels of any vegetable product nor on the ^op sign boards. There is 
not therefore in Bengal this practice on any considerable scale against 
which legislation could be directed. Bihar and Orissa report that the ques- 
tion of legislation is under consideration. The Central Provinces do not 
consider special legislation necessary, and say that bye-laws regulating the 
sale of ghee and vegetable products and preventing adulteration are in 
force in most of the municipalities. The Bombay Government have already 
issued a notification under the Bombay Prevention of Adulteration Act. 
The relevant portion of their notification pre^Tibes that no ghee substitute 
that resembles ghee shall be sold except under the name of “Vegetable 
Product" or "Vanaspathi". Packages containing this substance have to 
be conspicuously marked with the name, “Vegetable Product" or "Vanas- 
pathi". This notification applies only to Bombay City at present, but its 
extension to other municipal towns is under consideration. The United 
Provinces passed last July legislation amending their Prevention of Adul- 
teration Act. The new. Act gives all necessary powers for dealing with 
adulteration of ghee or for.Jmposing conditions, if needed, on the sale of 
vegetable ghee. Madras did not legislate further, and they say that their 
Prevention of Adulteration Act of 1918, as amended in 1928, prevents the 
sale as ghee of what is not pure ghee. 
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The circumstances being what they are, and the Local Governments, 
or the great majority of them, being apparently satisfied with the legal 
position as it stands, I cannot feel that any emergency exists which would 
justify the Government of India in taking the action which the Resolution 
su^ests. I have already explained to the House the reasons ^ich render 
it impossible for the Government of India to accept the Resolution, and 
if I may state it again in a single sentence, it is this. 

(At this stage Mr. President resumed the Chair.) 

Tt is not right or proper to impose a prohibitive duty on a commodity 
w’hich is not injurious to health and which has a definite food value, when 
the result of that prohibitive duty would be, not to prevent or reduce the 
adulteration of pure ghee nor to enable the population to obtain in larger 
quantities pure ghee, but more probably with the result of greater adultera- 
tion with more deleterious substances. 

Mr, A. Das (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions; Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, coming from two districts in the United Provinces which are 
the most important Eastern districts, 1 wish to submit to this House that 
the feeling against the sale of vegetable ghee is very strong in the districts 
of Gorakhpur and Benares. The real point is not what my Honourable 
friend, Dr. Dal ah has said, that the vitamins would not be there; if that 
was carried to its logical consequence, the result is that we should not use 
any cooked food, because the scientific opinion is mostly in favour of say- 
ing that anything which is cooked and anything which goes beyond the 
temperature of steam does not have vitamins. It may be a sound 
principle ; it may not be a sound principle that cooked food or un- 
cooked food should be taken. But because you boil your ghee or 

oil and therefore take away the vitamins is, 1 submit, no argu- 

ment against this Resolution which has been moved by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing. The real point is not whether this vegetable 
ghee is wholesome or not. Many Honourable Members have said, and I 
think rightly, that that is a question for the individual consumer to be 
guided by the opinion of the medical authorities on the subject. Each man 
is at liberty to use wdiatever product he likes and to be guided by the 
medical authorities who have pronounced for or against it. Why 
T wish to support this Resolution is this; why should this fraud 

be continued on the poor consumer and a product which is not pure 
ghee sold as pure ghee? This fraud is always perpetrated on the poor 
consumer, and unless we can stop the import of this vegetable ghee or 
somehow prevent by legislation this vanaspatht ghee being sold as ghee, this 
fraud will continue. I have absolutely no objection to this article being 
sold as a vegetable product or as. oil. We have so many kinds of oil in 
the market, mustard oil, linseed oil, til oil and other oils. Let this be sold 
ns an oiil or vegetable product, but do not call it vegetable ghee; and if 
any legislation can be introduced by which the sale of this product under 
the misname of vegetable ghee can be stopped, then I submit that the 
object of this Resolution will be served. 

Speaking personally, from the experience of one of the biggest Munici- 
palities, Gorakhpur, T can endorse every word of what my friend, 
Mr. Yamin Khan, has said We have tried in various ways to stop the 
perpetration of this fraud, but have not been able to do so successfully,. and 
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because we have failed in the Umted Provinces and because the Munici- 
pal authorities have failed, therefore we ask the protection of this House 
to enable us to do something by which this fraud will not be allowed to 
continue in future. The real object of supporting this Besolution is that 
something should be done by which no article which is not ghee but merely 
a vegetable product should be allowed to be called ghee. If this object 
can be served by some legislation, I think it will be for the good of the 
community as a whole. I have been listening carefully to all the speeches 
made so far, including that of the Honourable the Leader of the House — 
arguments for and against the Besolution — but not one word has been said 
by any Member opposing the Besolution to show whether he is in favour of 
this fraud being perpetrated or not. The question is not one of adultera- 
tdon, because if you atop vegetable ghee, probably there will be many 
other products with which ordinary ghee would be adulterated. Leaving 
aside therefore the question of the wholesomeness of the article or the 
question of adulteration, the only point on which I appeal to Honourable 
Members of this House to focus their opinion is this : as to whether they 
should or should not allow this fraud to continue in the country by allow- 
ing some article which is not the article which it purports to be. That is 
why I support this Besolution. 

Sir Hart Singh Clour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, we on this side of the House must confess to a sense of dis- 
appointment at the speech delivered by the Honourable the Leader of the 
House. We all expected that this Besolution, or at any rate the substance 
of it, would be accepted by the Government. But the Honourable the 
Leader of the House, far from accepting either ther Besolution or its sub- 
stance, opposed it on various grounds which we are not in a position to 
endorse. He tells us, in the first place, that this imported article which is 
vanaspathi or vegetable ghee is not injurious, or is not proved to be injurious 
to health. But 1 beg respectfully to point out to him that that is not rele- 
vant at all. The point at issue is that if brass is imported into this country 
and is sold as gold, would Government take action or not? Here, vege- 
table oil produced in modern factories comes into this country in large 
quantities and is sold as a colourable imitation of genuine ghee. What 
action have the Government taken to prevent the importation into this 
country of this spurious article which they know is a colourable imitation 
. of the genuine article for which it is sold in the country ? If this were all, 
it wonld^ be a sufficient charge against the Government. But this is not 
all. We have been told — and T accept that statement because it has not 
been contradicted by the Honourable the Leader of the House — that this 
spurious article that (is imported into this country from Europe is sold at 
the rate of about Bs. 26 a maund, whereas the genuine ghee in this 
country is sold at the rate of Bs. 60 a maund. If this be the fact, and 
it must be a fact, we have to remember that this spurious article comes 
into this country and, by being either sold instead of pure ghee or being 
mixed with the pure ghee, fetches a high price and passes for genuine 
ghee which sells for Bs. 60 a maund. In other words, the importers make 
out of this spurious article a much larger profit than they would otherwise 
make if they were not permitted to sell it as genuine ghee. That, I sub- 
mit, is clearly a charge which we on this side of *the House make regard- 
ing the iniporfcatioft of vanaspathi or vegetable ghee. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that if this vanaspathi oil is not permitted 
to be imported into this country, the genuine ghee produced in this country 
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is not sufficient to meet all requirements, anii therefore that our ghee 
would be adulterated with more deleterious substances. But I would point 
out to the Honourable the Leader of the House that the adulteration of ghee 
in thjs country by the admixture of more deleterious substances would be 
more easily recognised' in the* market and more easily detectable than this 
adulteration with vanaspathi oil, which is produced in modem factories, 
and as the Honourable Dr. Dalai has pointed out, produced under most 
scientific supervision with a view to its importation into this country with 
the object of its adulteration with ghee so that the genuine and the coim- 
terfeit articles may be indistinguishable. All scientific appliances* are 
used for the purpose of making the spurious article look the pure and 
genuine article. That, I submit, is the distinction between the deleterious 
admixture of ghee in this country and the adulteration of ghee with im- 
ported vanaspathi oil. We therefore think that the fraud to which, the im- 
portation of foreign oil into this country leads is far more dangerous than 
the danger to which we would be otherwise exposed if genuine ghee were 
adulterated in the country. 

Then, Sir, it has been said by the Honourable the Leader of the House 
that he has consulted the various Local Governments. We have not the 
slightest doubt that the various Local Governments are against the enact- 
ment of any law on the lines of the English Foods and Drugs Act in this- 
country, but the Local Governments have not met the objection which we 
on this side of the House raise, and that objection has been reiterated in 
this House time and again as the Honourable the Leader of the House is 
only too well aware, ^me four or five years back there was a Kesolution 
in which thjs question was raised, and my friend Mr. Sarda has just now 
pointed out to this House that he has also been agitating on the same 
lines by putting questions to the Treasury Benches. 

Sir, it has been suggested that the mischief is easily susceptible of 
relief if municipalities under their bye-laws were to take action. Honour- 
able Members on the opposite Benches and Honourable Members on this 
side of the House have pointed out that the municipalities with their pre- 
sent equipment are not able to cope with this mischief. Sir, 1; have been 
myself connected with the municipality of my town, and I can support all 
that has been said on the subject by Honourable Members in this House. 
It is impossible for the municipalities to cope with this mischief. They 
cannot go about examining every sample that is sold in the bazar, and you 
have got ghee vendors going from door to door with tins or pots on 
their heads selling for ghee what is nothing but vegetable oil produced in- 
Belgium. I therefore subniit that the Government should take action in 
this matter, and it will not do to leave this matter to the initiation of the 
Local Governments or to the local bodies. Honourable Members here 
seem to think that because this vegetable oil, which is imported into this 
country, does not contain Vitamin A to the same extent as pure ghee, 
therefore we should penalise the importation of it into this country. The 
ground upon which we on this side of the House are pressing the Govern- 
ment is this, that the i importation of this oil into this country leads to 
fraud, and it is a widespread fraud. ;That fraud cannot be otherwise 
checked than by the intervention of the .‘Government and by means of legis- 
lation. That the fraud is there is admitted, but it as said that if we were 
to penalise the importation of vegetable oils, or prohibit this importation, 
the fraud would still be there. Our answer is that the risk of the frauff 
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contemplated in the latter case is nothing compared to the widespread, 
fraud which the wholesale importation of foreign oil into this country 
leads to, and upon this ground I hope Members on this side of the House 
will support the Kesolution., 

Several Honourable Members: The question may now be put, Sir. 

Mr. President: Closure has been proposed, and I accept it. The ques- 
tion is that the question be* now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing: Sir, 1 don’t wish to make any reply. 

Thn Honourable Sir George Bainy: I don’t wish to say anything more. 
Mr. President: The question is: 


''That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that, pendine 
1 legislation on the lines of the English Food and Drugs Act in the imperial- 

and Provincial Legislatures, prohibitive Custom duties be levied on that 
questionable commodity which goes by the name of 'Vanaspathi', or Vegetable Ghee, 
or Vegetable Oil.*' 


The Assembly divided: 


AYES— 58. 
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Raghubir Singh, Kunwar. 
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Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad.. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sukbr^ Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
Wajihuddin,* Khan Bahadur 
Widayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. ML 
Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, li^. Muhammad. 
Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 



[12th Feb. 1931. 


316 LEOISI/ATIVB ASSEMBLY. 

NOES— 39. 

Achesoh, Mr. J. G. 

Alexander, Mr. W. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Ayyangar, Diwan Bahadur V. 

Bhashyam. 
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The motion was adopted. 

(Mr. President called on Mr. Gopika Romon Roy to move the Resolu- 
tion* standing in his name, but the Honourable iViember was not in his 
place.) 

Mr. B. Bajaram Fandian (Madura and Raninad cum Tinncvelly: Non- 
Muhammadan Rural): I do not propose to move the Resolutioni standing 
in my name, for certain reasons today. 

Mr. A. Das (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Having regard to the answer given by the Honourable Sir James 
Crerar on the 29th January, 1931, to the effect that necessary instructions 
have been issued to the various officers to carry out the important part of 
my ResoIution+ I do not propose to move it. Nor do T wish to move the 
other Resolution! also standing in my name. 

(Rai Sahib Pandit Hari Das when called on to move the Resolution! 
standing in his name, was not in his place.) 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) i 
I do not wish to move the Resolution§ standing in my name. But I wish 
to make my position clear with regard to it. The Resolution is important, 
and I hope, Sir, that the Honourable the Leader of the House and the 
Government will be pleased to grant us another day for the discussion of 
this important Resolution. In view of the urgency of some other matter 
on the agenda, I do not wish to move my Resolution. 

* “This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to 
get incorporated in the new constitution a provision to the effect that the proprietary 
rights of any citizen in the land should noi be taken away for any reason whatsoever 
without the payment of adequate compensation”. 

tThe same as t^t standing in the name of Mr. Gopika Romon Roy. 

+The same as that of Mr. T. N. Raniakrishna Reddi on i»ge 797 ante. 

§“This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to appoint a 
■committee of officials, noli-officials and experts to enquire into the whole quMtion of 
public borrowing in India in all its branches, to lay down general principles for 
guidance as regards the future policy and programme of Capital Expenditure with 
borrowed funds and to suggest other measures for the better administration of the 
Indian Pubilc Debt”. 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy: With reference to what has fallen 
iron: my Honourable friend, I should like to say this, that the assignment 
of days for non-oflficial business does not rest with Government but with 
the Governor General. I should be quite prepared, however, to ask the 
Governor General whether another day could be allotted for Resolutions, 
but I must make it clear that I can see no chance of giving a day before 
the Finance Bill has been passed. 

Some Honourable Members: That is all right. 

Mr. President: That completes the agenda for to-day's meeting, and 
the House will now adjourn till quarter past two when we will take up the 
adjournment motion. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of the 
<3]ock. Mr. President in the Chair. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Action t.\kbn against the General Cou!tcil of Burmese 
Associations. 

TJ Tun Aung (Burma: Non-Euro])oan) : Sir, I feel it my 

duty to place Honourable Members in possession of certain 

relevant facts in connection with the O. C.- B. A. or the General 
Council of Burmese Associations in Burma. Tlic General (.Vjuncil of 
Burmese Associations in Burma is one of the pioneer political organisations 
and it has been in existence for the ])ast decade. The policy of these 
associations has been not to seek election to the J.«egislative (Councils but 
to work from outside on constitutional lines. The main General Council 
of Burmese Associations has now been s»]>lit up into three different bodies 
under three different leaders, one of which is the General Council of 
Burmese Associations under the leadership of U Soe Thein. These asso- 
ciations, 129 in all, have now been declared unlawful under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, which has been introduced into Burma in the form 
of an Ordinance. That Ordinance has been introduced very recently. So 
far as I have been able to gather, this G.. C. B. A. under the leadership 
of U Soe Thein, along with other G. C. B. A. s, sent messages to England 
when the Round Table Conference was engaged on the question of the 
separation of Burma from India. They emphatically said that they did 
not wish separation alone. As a matter of fact in the province also, they 
have been agitating all along that separation alone would not be beneficial 
to the Burmese. They are to some extent similar to the Indian Congress 
in India, with this difference that they do not go to great extremes. The 
Government have justified their action by the issue of a Government com- 
munique which I propose to read out to you. The Government in a Press 
communique, giving reasons for declaring U Soe Thein *s G. C. B. A. as 
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watewfidv d^ails out of the history of the recent rebellion, And pf»>t iii out 
evidence as to complicity in the. rebellion of Athins or AaHnniRHnnp affiliat- 
ed to the; above ,G,G. B. A. It states: ^ 

( ^*The rebellions 'in* Tharrawaddy, In^in. and. Pyapoa districts were aill part d a- 
wncerted plan. to overthrow the Government, by armed force, Saya, San being the- 
lissder. He in 192^ was a member of an Athin affiliated to Chit Hlaing’a G. C. B. A. 
but after a quarrel joined Soe, Thein’a Gi C. Bi A.'* 

. After describing how he organised this rebellion, cominencing pre|)ara'‘ 
ticn thereof hrom the be^nning of November,. 1030, by secret conferences* 
and meetings, the communiqud states: 

*‘The information obtained from prisoners and other sources established that the- 
rebellion was a rebellion of Wanthanus (being the Burmese expression for Nationalists) 
belonging to Athins affiliated to See Thein's G. C. B. A. who was cognisant of the- 
preparations made for it.” 

This portion of the communique is important and 1 would particularly 
invite the attention of the House to it. 

‘'There is no evidence to prove that the Committee of Soe Thein’^ .G. C. B. A. 
explicitly, approved of these unlawful activities of Saya San and others but it ia 
certain that the President and the Secretary were aware of them and connived at them 
by remaining silent.” 

That perhaps is the only bad point which the Government can make 
against the Association. As a matter of fact, it is a very bad argument* 
Then the communique states: 

“The past record of Soe Thein’s G. C. B. A. was bad for creating disaffection 
ag^nst the Government. As an instance, reference was made to the capitation tax 
campaign of 1927 in Tharrawaddy. Open rebellions in Tharrawaddy, Insein and 
Pyapon are the results of such unlawful activities in the direction of creating disaffec- 
tion against the Government, besides the immense harm, general misery and unhappi- 
ness caused. The rebels are known to have murdered SS persons, mostly Government 
officers, killed three policemen in action and wounded seven.” 

The latter part of the communique deals with the number of deaths 
and casualties. Honourable Members will see that there is a distinct 
declaration that there is no evidence to connect the G. C. B. A. with the 
open rebellion. I may remind you that a question was asked in Parlia- 
ment the other day and the Secretary of State for India declared that the 
rebellion was the outcome of the economic distress in the country. No 
reference whatsoever was made to show that the Associations in Burma 
have anything to do with the rebellion. The only point that I wish to 
bring into prominence is this, that these G. C. B. As. are primarily res- 
ponsible for the delay in the disposal of the question of separation in 
England by sending telegraphic messages at the time the discussion about 
separation was going on and the Governor had to come back without that 
well nourished object of his being fulfilled. As you are aware, this Ordi- 
nance was introduced into Burma only about two or three weeks ago, and 
promptly this Ordinance has been applied to these Associations. In this 
connection I would like to remind you that there is much more than meets 
your eye at the present moment. This is the beginning of the repressive* 
measures and repression that will obtain in Burma. In a week or two 
Burma will be receiving back the delegates that went to the Bound Table 
Conference and these delegates represent various associations, and they 
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-will surely ‘jpve vent to their views which they Have gathered tirhil^^ib 
ZiDglandt and if the repressive action now iulopted by the GovemmeKit of 
Burma be countenanced by this House. I shall not be si^rised if all the 
associations and all parties engaged in any political movement in Burma 
are silenced by this Ordinance. 

Beference was also made in the Government statement to the capita- 
tion tax. I may tell you that the capitation tax is a tax peculiar only to 
Burma. This is not known in any part of the world. This capitation tax 
has been a source of misery to the people of Burma, particularly to the 
poorest of the poor class. They are assessed to pay a certain sum annually 
irrespective of the fact that they are poor, aged, diseased pr otherwise. This 
tax has been engaging the attention of all asBOciations,, not only this G. C. 
B. A. but all other associations, and as a result question after question 
and resolution after resolution have been made in the Local Council for the 
abolition of this tax, and the unanimous opinion is that this tax should 
be abolished. The mere fact, that a party or an association takes up the 
cause of its people and agitates that this tax should be abolished by Gov- 
ernment, does not prove that it is inciting the people to take up arms against 
the Government. You will see from the statement of the Government that 
at the most the Government could say that Saya San and sotne other mem- 
bers of the Association, were responsible for the rebellion. How caA they 
on the strength of that point alone make the whole Association unlai^iil? 
Perhaps I might tell you also that, before I left Burma,. I had occMion to 
see the Chief Secretary in connection with the application of the Press 
Ordinance. After I had finished my work there, I told him that I would 
be going to India, and I told him that the people in Burma were very much 
perturbed by the fact that the Ordinance had been introduced into Burma 
iind that much uneasiness had been caused thereby. People have been 
under the apprehension that any agitation, irrespective of Whether" that 
. agitation is conducted on constitutional lines or not, would be brought withn 
in the purview of the Ordinance. Well, he told me that the Ordinance wad 
meant for, and would be only applied to, oases of terrorism arid anarchical 
movements which, according to him, have been imported into Butm'a.from 
outside, and to no other case would the Ordinance be applied. To my great 
surprise, however, on the very day I arrived here, I saw in t\\e ,Hind,u$tan 
Times that 129 Associations affiliated to this General Council of Burmese 
Associations have been declared unlawful under that Ordipaqce^. I . wish 
only to say that I have every reason to fear that this is just the beginning 
of a repressive policy in Burma. While I was going through the debates 
here. Sir, I found there was a motion about the repressive policy and re- 
pression in India.. Repression, Sir, I may say, begets only resentment and 
reaction and no good results can be expected from repression. (“Hear, 
hear”.) If, Sir, the repression and repressive .irieasures. adopted by the 
•Government of Burma were to be countenanced by this House, I can safely 
say that the history of India would be repeated in Burma. (“Hear, hear”.); 
This Ordinance, as you are aware, is a very dangerous weapon and should 
not be experimented with, and for a dangerous weapon of this nature to ba 
left in the custody of a man who has an axe to grind is all the more danger-, 
ous. The capital fact that has been made in the Government statement 
is that there is a rebellion under the leadership of the so-called Saya San.. 
Well this Saya San, according to the Govemrrient,* is a pretender to the 
throne. Sir, I shall only say in the words of Shakespeare that “greatness 
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has been tbnist upon him by the Government quite unduly.*' (Laughter.) 
Since the Government have not been able, according to their own confes- 
sion made in the Government's statement, to adduce any evidence to 
connect the rebellion with the G. C. B. A. Executive, I fail to understand 
what case they have to apply this Ordinance to the Association. I would 
therefore ask that this adjournment motion may be duly appreciated and 
accepted in view of the fact that this declaration by the Government of 
Burma, T fear, is just the forerunner of a series of repressive measures 
which, are most likely to come in that province, of which I am a member. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. President: Motion moved that the House do now adjourn. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, as- 
a preliminary 1 think 1 must briefly reiterate the contention which I laid 
^fore the House this morning, vi«., that the subject-matter of this motion 
is no doubt one of considerable importance, but that in all the circumstances 
of the case it would probably have been better that the matter should have 
been left, in the first instance at any rate, to be debated in the local Legis- 
lative Council which meets today. The action taken was action taken by 
the Local Government acting at its own discretio^i and within its own 
powers. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-lMuhain- 
madan) : You were never consulted about it? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The Local Government informed us 
that action of this kind would f)robabJy be necessary. That being the case, 
I hhink it was perhaps not an entirely well conceived idea on the part of 
the Honourable the Mover to move this motion here today in this House. I 
am nevertheless in a position to give the House some general idea of the 
position as it stands, and of the grounds which moved the Local Govern- 
ment in taking the action which they did. Indeed, I think the best thing 
I can do is to read out more in extenso the most imixn-tant passages of the 
Government of Burma’s communique, some passages of which were read 
out by the Honourable the Mover: 

“The Government .are issuing today .a notification declaring the Soe Thein 
G. C. B. A. an unlaovful association under section 16 of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1908. The reasons why they are taking this action are explained below. 

It is now known that the rebellion in the Tharrawaddy, Insein and Pyapoii Districts 
were all part of a concerted plan to overthrow the Government by armed force. ^ The 
leader of the rebellion was one Saya San. It was he who , proclaimed himself 
Thupannaka Galon Baza Mingyi (King of the Galons) and who issued a proclamation, 
a copy of which has been obtained from prisoners, declai'ng war upon the British. 
He is a person who has been previously convicted and is well known to the Police. 
In 1924 he was a member of an Athin affiliated to U Chit Hlaings G. C. B. A., but 
after a quarrel he left this Athin and joined Soe Thein’s G. C. B. A. He attended 
the conference of this G. C. B. A. at Minbu in 1928 and when visiting Bangoon 
usually stays at the G. C. B. A. Hall. It has been esttablished that he made careful 
preparations for the rebellion and these preparations seem to have begun before the 
beginning of November, 1930, when he is reported to have visited l)edaye Township 
in the Pyapon District, the scene of the rebellion in J.anuary, last. Conferences were 
held by him in November, at Taikkyi in the Insein District and at Inywa in 
Tharrawaddy and towards jbhe end of Nov.eraber, Saya San again visited the Dedaye 
Township. A secret meeting was held by night, at Htandaw, in the house of Aung 
H'la, the leader of the Pyapon rebellion, and, at this meeting plans for the rebellion 
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were discussed. A final coiiference was held at Spwenakwin in Inseiii District on 
December 12th. At this meeting Saya San explained his plans and announced that 
a p^ace had been built at Alantaung and that he had assumed the title o| King t>f 
the Galons. Arrangements were also made at this meeting for tatooing and the die-' 
tribution of charms. The meeting was attended by delegates from Pyapon as well 
from Tharrawaddy and Insein. 

The information obtained from . prisoners and other sources makes it clear that the 
rebellion was primarily a rebellion of Wunthanus belonging to Athins affiliated to the 
O', C. B. A. and affords good grounds for believing that the Soe Theia G. C. B. A., 
though it may not have explicitly approved of the rebellion, was cognisant of the pre- 
parations made for it. The former point admits of no dispute. To take the Pyapon 
rebellion first. ‘ The rebellion took place in the Dedaye Township. This Township 
IS a strong-hold of Wunthanu AJ^ins all affiliated to Soe Thein’s G. C. B. A. The 
Athins are organised into circles or taiks and the most active of these circles was the 
Mayan Taik which had eight affiliated societies. The President of the Mayan Taik 
was Maung Aung Hla, the local leader of the rebellion in Pyapon, now absconding. 
It was in his house that the secret meeting was held by Saya San at the end of 
November last, and this meeting was attended by the leading Wunthanus. The 
Dedaye Athins are known regularly to have sent representatives to the annual con- 
ference of Soe Thein's 0. C. B. A., and among those who are known to have attended 
these conferences are, Aung Hla himself, Kyaw Shin the leader of the rebels in the 
fight with the Police on January the 7th, who is now absconding, Ba Sein son of 
Aung Ilia now a prisoner who was w'ounded in the fight, and Ba Aye who is now 
under arrest at Tharrawaddy. Two of these, Ba Aye and Kyaw Shin were the Pyapon 
representatives at the conference of December 12th at which the final plans for the 
rebellion were matured and it was Kyaw Shin who seems to have taken the lead in 
tatooing in the Dedaye Township. There is ample evidence that the A thin organisa- 
tion was used for obtaining recruits and that the Athin leaders were the leaders of 

the rebellion. Enquiries into the Tharrawaddy and Insein disturbances are not so far 

advanced as in Pyapon but the evidence, so far collected, all points to the (K>nclusion 
that the members of the Wunthanu Athins affiliated to the Soe Thein G. C. B. A., 

were the mainstay of the rebellion ; that the Athin organisation was made use of for 

the purpose of the rebellion, and that in most villages the lead was taken by office 
bearers of the local Athin. The Presidents or leading members of Athins at the 
villages of Ingaukkyi, Yedaik, Sinakhwa, Zeinza, Kyaungnyagun, Hlwazadon and 
known to have taken a prominent part in the rebellion. 

As regards the second point, the evidence consists of a letter found in the search of 
the Secretary of the Soc Thein G. C. B. A. It is a letter written by the President of 
the G. C. B. A., to the Secretary, and is dated November the 2iid, 1930. In this 
letter the President expressed alarm at the unlawful actions of Saya San and suggested 
that he should be written to to stop these unlaw'ful actions. * * * 

* * * It is to be noted that he refrained from giving any information 

to the authorities regarding the activities of Saya San. There is no evidence to prove 
that the committee of the Soc Thein G. C. B. A., as a committee, explicitly approved 
of these activities, but it is certain that the President and the Secretary of that Com- 
mittee were aware of them and connived at them by remiiining silent. It is also known 
that the Soe Thein G. C. B. A., deliberately in spite of their being aware of the 
preparations which vrere being made by Saya San in the Tharrawaddy and Insein 
Districts recommended the enrolment of volunteers in those Districts. 

The record of the Soe Thein G. C. B. A. in the matter of creating disaffection against 
Government is a bad one. In 1927, a- regular campaign was instituted by coupon 

preachers affiliated to the Soe Thein G. C. S. S. which is the religious section of the 

Soe Thein G. C. B. A. Meeting after meeting was held in the District and at these 
meetings violent speeches were made with the object of creating disaffection towards 
the Government. Most of the speaker.s were prosecuted and convicted under section 
124A of the Indian Penal Code, but the result of the campaign was a determined 
refusal on the part of certain villagers in the Tharrawaddy District to pay capitation 
tax and one of the objects of the meetings held by coupon preachers throughout the 
year was to induce the villagers to take this action. The movement led to one serious 
riot and it was only suppressed after a large force of Military Police had been sent 

to. the area and after punitive police had been stationed in the villages affected. The 

Goyernment has no. desire to interfere with the legitimate political activities of any 
body or association in Burma, but they will not tolerate activities designed to create 
disaffection and to overthrow the Government. Activities of this kind have led in 
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the last few weeks to open rebellions in three Districts of the Province and it js 
diflScnlt to ezanerate the harm done and the general misery and nnhMminess oans^ 
by these rebellions. . * * . * * * * 

...... * * * • ■ ♦ • 

♦ ' * * • . ■ * » * 

Then the Local Government communique details the casualties and the 
other damage caused in the course of this rebellion and continues : 

*Tn addition the rebels have left a legacy of armed dacoit bands in Tharrawaddy 
and Insein which it will take some time to put down. These are some of the results 
of the activities of the Wunthann Athins in these Districts and for the reasons given 
the Soe Thein G. C. B. A. to which they are affiliated cannot be acquitted of complicity 
in the rebellion. • 

In these circumstances the Government have thought it necessary to notify the 
Soe Thein G. C. B. A., and a number of other Athins in the Tharrawaddy, Insein 
and Pyapon Districts as unlawful associations. Similar action has been taken in respect 
of selected Athins in certain other Districts. The Government being satisfied that 
the Athins in question constitute a danger to the public peace.” 

Now, Sir, 1 thought it convenient to let the House have, somewhat 
more fully than was given by the Honourable Member, in their own words 
the grounds on which the Local Government have taken this action. But 
I have some few additional comments to make. In the first instance, 
the Honourable the Mover was imder an obvious misapprehension as regards 
the enactment under which this action was taken. The action, as is stated 
in the communique, was taken under the second part of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. It was not taken under the recent Ordinance which 
as the Honourable Member was informed by an official of the Burma Grov- 
ernment, is directed solely against the terrorist activities. This action 
was taken not under the Ordinance, but under the second part of the 
-Criminal Law Amendment Act. Then, the Honourable Member naturally 
enough from his own point of view, stressed a passage in the Govern- 
ment of Burma's communique in which they said there was no direct 
evidence to prove that the Committee of the Association had, as a Com- 
mittee, definitely approved of the projects for the rebellion. That no 
doubt is true, but the communique goes on to explain that prominent 
office-bearers of that Association were fully cognisant of the plans of the 
rebellion and not only that, but that the organisation of the General 
Council was employed for the purpose of rebellion in the way of enrolment 
of volunteers, and the leaders of the rebellion were actually, in nearly 
all cases, prominent members of the local associations affiliated to the 
main association. Consequently the passage which my Honourable friend 
emphasised will by no means bear out the inference which he desires to 
draw that the General Council of Burmese Associations was not itself 
cognisant of, and to that extent at least, in complicity with the rebellion. 

One other point, as my time limit has almost been reached, I wish 
to emphasise. The Honourable Member has suggested that the action 
taken, as he supposed under the Ordinance, but in fact under the second 
part of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, w^as in some way directed 
against the movement unfavourable to the separation of Burma. That, 
Sir, is entirely remote from the facts. The Government of Burma have 
no intention whatsoever, by the action they have taken, to restrict in any 
way any constitutional movement, either for or against separation. 
^Iveryone will recognise that views on the subject of separation may 
Tery properly, and very legitimately differ and any motion of interfering 
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with tha coiistitutional expression of that opinioh would , entirely 
unwarranted. The Local Government, not less than the Government of 
India, would be absolutely opposed to any such action. The action taken 
by the Local Government has no relation whatsoeve'r to any motive of 
the kind! The action was taken because, for the reasons which the Local 
Government have given, briefly and summarily necessarily, but based 
on larger information on record at their disposal that there was a definite 
connection established between the rebels in these districts and the local 
associations, and also between the local associations and the General 
-Council of 'Burmese Associations. . For these reasons, and .because they 
were eonferented with e very serious situation in the whole Province, the 
Government of ' Burma took the action they did. The rebellion was not 
confined entirely, the danger of rebellion was by no means confined, to 
those districts in which it netually broke out. There were serious grounds 
for apprehension of, and indeed attempts had been made to provoke and 
•promote, rebellions in .other districts of the ^Province, and the amount of 
injury indicted • upon the miserable inhabitants of those ‘districts is beyond 
calculation. I do not exclude from the victims of that ^misery a lacge 
number of misguided people who were induced ito take part in this lament* 
able rebellion. But the duty of the Local Government in the matter 
was clear. A very serious situation had arisen which might have involved 
even a greater part of the Province than was actually affected, and if the 
Government ^had mot taken prompt action, then a situation of incalculable 
danger would have supervened. Prompt action has furtunately ‘limited 
the trouble to two or three districts, but the situation is still far from 
being free from danger, and I contend that the Local Government not 
only are fully justified, but they did no more than their plain and manifest 
duty, in taking every precaution for the speedy end of these troubles. 
(Applause.) 

Star iHari 'Singh >Oour: Sir, nobody on this side .of the House would be 
a party to a -motion that in the slightest degree embarasses Government 
jn quelling disorders in whatever part of the British Empire they arise. 
But we on this side of the House have supported the motion of the Honour- 
able Member from Burma on two grounds. In the first place, it is clear 
from the communique issued by the Government of Burma that the 
General ‘Council of Burmese Associations is not shown to have been privy 
to the disorders that took place. 

She Honourable Sir 7ames Crerar: If the Honourable Member will 
forgive me for interrupting him, that is not correct. What ‘the Burma 
Government state is that they were privy to the disorders, but that there 
is no definite evidence to prove that the -Committee of the Council ob o 
Committee had clearly identified themselves with the movement. 

ttrJSavi Singh Gkrar: That is exactly the point that I was making. 
93iere is no evidence that the Association as such 

'She Honourable Sir James Orerar; . The Committee. 

Sir Sati Singh Gour: I am talking of the General Council of the 
Burmese Association, I am not talking of the Committee. I am dealing 
with the declaration that has been made by the Government of Burma 
deedaring the General Council of Burmese Associations an unlawful associa- 
tion. I am therefore dealing with the General Council of Burmese Associa- 
tions and thei question before the House is whether the declaration made 

n 
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by the Government of Burma against the General Council of Biumese 
Associations is a declaration which this House should support. The 
.Honourable the Home Member has pointed out that this declaration was 
not made under the Ordinance which has recently been promulgated in 
Burma, but that it was made under section 16 of Part H of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act of 1908. Therefore we have to refer to that section. 
Section 16 under which this declaration is made reads as follows : 

**lf the Local Government is of opinion that any association interferes or has for 
its object interference with the administration of the law or with the maintenance of 
law and order, or that it constitutes a danger to the public peace, it zoay, by notifica- 
tion in the official Gazette, declare such association to be unlawful.** 

1 think the Honourable the Home Member will therefore admit that 
the only question relevant to the present discussion is whether the General 
Council of Burmese Associations has been guilty of any of the acts which 
constitute interference with the administration of law; and from what the 
Honourable the Home Member has stated and from what the Honourable 
Member from Burma has stated, nothing has been said against the General 
Council of Burmese Associations. What has been said is this, that certain 
office-bearers of the General Council and certain members of the General 
Council have been guilty of interfering with the administration of law. 
If that be the case, I beg to ask the Honourable the Home Member what 
ground is there for declaring the whole body of the General Council of 
Burmese Associations an unlawful body; when the only charge made 
by Government is against certain office-bearers and certain members. 
That, I submit, is a point which calls for an explanation. 

The second point to which i wish to draw the attention of the House 
is this. Part li, of the Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed in 
19U8 and ever since, the imtiation of the Montagu Keforms, the Legislative 
Assembly has condemned the Criminal Law Amendment Act. In 1921, 
immediately upon the assumption of office, the Members of this House 
pressed upon Uovernment the desirability of repeahng this Criminal Law 
Amendment Act along with other repressive laws. A Committee was 
appointed and that Committee recommended that this along with the 
other repressive laws should be repealed as soon as possible. That was 
some eight years ago. After that Members of this House have tabled 
Various Besolutions and two of us had brought in amending Bills 
repealing Part II of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, along with the 
other repressive laws which remained unrepealed on the Statute-book. 
This House by an overwhelming majority decided in favour of their repeal, 
but when they went to the other House, the repeal was not carried out. 
I wish to bring this to the notice of this House for this purpose, that 
I want to make it clear that Part II of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act is not one of those Acts which should be regarded as part of the 
general statutes of this country. It was an Act which was passed at 
a time of great national crisis and it has been condemned by the late 
Imperial Legislative "Council and has been condemned, if I mist^e not, 
at least twice by the Legislative Assembly. In view of the opinion of 
this House, resort to section 16 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act 
must be justified only in exceptional cases, and the Honourable the Home 
Member has therefore to make out a case of exceptional necessity justify- 
ing resort to section 16 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. Therefore 
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the question that arises is, upon the facts that he has read from the 
communique of the Government of Burma, is there anything to condemn 
the Association as a body, as an organisation which interferes or has for 
its object interference with the administration of law? I wish to emphasise 
one fact. Honourable Members will observe that section 16 of the 
Criminal Law^ Amendment Act does not say that if the Local Govern- 
ment is of opinion that any association or any of its member g interferes, 
etc., the whole association may be condemned. It says that the associa- 
tion as such must be found to interfere or to have the object of inter- 
fering with the administration of the law. Therefore I submit that the 
mere .fact that some members of that association, or for that matter 
some office-bearers of that association have been interfering with the 
administration of the law would not justify recourse to the provisions 
of section 16 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. And the reason is 
obvious. Any individual who interferes in an illegal manner with the 
administration of law, or is a danger to the public peace can be prosecuted 
under the ordinary law; and if he cannot bo prosecuted, or if there is no 
evidence to prosecute him under the ordinary law, Government know 
too well that they have the extraordinary power under the Regulations to 
detain him or deport him. In other words, there is absolutely no justi- 
fication whatever for charging a collective bodv of men constituting an 
association by declaring them an illegal body under section 16 on the mere 
ground that some of its members may have been guiltv of individual acts 
of lawlessness. T therefore submit that this was certainly not a case for 
a declaration under section 16 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
All that the Honourable the Home Member has said and all that he has 
read out from the communiqiK^ of the Government of Burma justifies 
action under the ordinary law and against individuals who have been 
guilty of offences of which thev are suspected. But that is not a reason, 
as I have said, for chargincf the whole Association consisting of thousands 
of people, the majority of whom arc innocent, as an unlawful association. 

I therefore submit. Sir. that the TTonourablc the Home Member hns 
shown no cause whatever whv the action of the Local Government should 
be held as justified. Honourable Members will remember that when the 
Honourable the Home Member rose to sneak on the wisdom of this House 
in granting leave to the Honourable Member from Burma, he said that 
this was a matter for the Local Government. T interjeeted and asked 
him. “Is it the Local Government that has issued this notification? Have 
vou had nothing to do with it?” T am sure,. Sir, that the Honourable the 
Home Member is only too cognisant of the part he has taken and that 
his Government have taken in issuing this notification under section 16 of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act. and T think the Honourable the Home 
Member is not iustified in taking shelter behind the Local GovcTnment 
and asking this House to dismiss this question as a parochial question and 
a proper question only to be disposed of by the Government 
of Burma. So long as the Government of India Act remains what it is 
and this House is charged with the duty of controlling the policy of the 
Government of India, and so long as the Government of India are in 
charge of law and order in Burma as well as in other parts of British 
India, I think it is not only a duty but it would bo a dereliction of dutv 
if Members of this House “^do not take upon themselves to express their 
views on questions of this momentoqs issue. I therefor^ think t^t, fa^ 
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from: this being a question for the decision of the Local Government, it 
is^ a question upon which this House is fully entitled to express its view. 
Now that the Honourable Member has read out to the Members of this 
House the terms of the communique of the Government of BurmSi. we 
should have no hesitation whatever in voting for the adjournment of this 
House, because according to the Honourable the Home Member himself 
there is absolutely no justih cation, much less no allegation against the 
unlawful activities of the G. G. B. A. as such, and I wish to emphasise 
the fact because some Honourable Members may say, ''if you are a thief 
your neighbour must be a thief as well*’. That is the sort’ of criminal 
administration of justice which the Government of India and the Govern^ 
ment of Burma might sometimes, in times of panic; indulge in. I would, 
therefore ask the House dispassionately to consider this question. Burma 
is a far ofE cry from Delhi, and one of the reasons why the Burmese 
people want separation from India is that they do not receive from, the 
Government of Ihdia, or for that matter from this House, that justice 
to which they, as members of British India, are entitled. I therefore 
f^el that we should hot dismiss this question because it is a question, of 
an outlying province, a province that is asking for separation and therefore 
we need not interest ourselves in it. So long as Burma is a part of India, 
so long as Burma is an integral part of British India, it is the primary and 
sacred duty of every Member of this House to assist our fellow countrymen 
across the seas. (Hear, hear.) And whether Burma separates or not, let 
us send our message to the people of Burma that, so far as the people of 
India are concerned, we have our good wishes for the people of Burma 
and we shall strive to Help you in your struggle for liberation. If the 
Burmese can get Dominion Status or freedom for which they are thirsting, 
we shall be very glad to part company with them. But ours is a fight 
for freedom, and in the struggle for freedom for' India, we regard^ Burma 
as a part of. ourselves. (Hear, hear.) Sir, it is for this reason that I ask 
every Honourable Member to treat this question not as a question of an 
outlying province of this Empire, but as a question which primarily concerns 
every hearth and home, and if we are concerned — and I am sure every one 
of us is concerned — if we are convinced that the Burma Government have 
taken this action- with a precipitency which was not iustified by the facts 
disclosed in the communique, we should be well justified in asking this 
House to adjourn. (Applause.) 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : SiV, 
in nsing to speak on this niotion, one no doubt feels some 
. p.M, difficulty because the facts are not so close to us as they would 
be in a case which had happened' in one of the ordinary provinces of 
India. But all the same, so long as Burma is a part of India, this 
Assembly is responsible for giving its careful consideration to all that 
happens in that territory. Sir, the Honourable Member for Burma j it 
seemed to me, was perfectly justified in bringing this case to the* notice 
of the House. (Hear, hear.) It is not an ordinary case of local 
administration; it is a case of great importance affecting the political life 
of Burma. I understand this G. G, B. A., the General Council cf the 
Burmese Asi^ociations, is a political association which has affiliated- to 
it a very large number of other associations and these have been in 
existence and have been working for a long period of time. Under tjie 
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Act of 1908, to which reference has been made, the general body has 
been declared an imlawful association. That means that a great deal of 
the political activities of the Burmans would" ' be paralysed, and this 
House has to consider very seriously whether that is a step which is 
justified. The Local Government has, in its communique, given certain 
reasons which have been read out to us by the Honourable the Home 
Member. But it seems to me that the reasons do not go far enough to 
justify a step of this character. In Burma as well as in any other 
part of India, we have got the Penal Code, the Criminal Procedure 
Code and other penal statutes w’hich are in daily operation, and if indi-; 
viduals are proved to be guilty of any offence under those Codes, there 
are courts of justice where they can be brought to book, and if there was 
evidence before the Local Government of Burma and before the Magis- 
trates, and the courts of any individuals taking, part in rebellion or inciting 
rebellion, they and those that have been detected in committing those 
acts should have been punished under the ordinary law. (Hear, hear.) 
But here what has been done is something of a far more comprehensive 
and serious character. A w'hole group of political associations has been 
declared to be unlawful, that is to say, they are to be suppressed. Now, 
what lias been shown which connects this general body with the rebel- 
lion in Tharrawaddy and may be in some other localities in Burma? To 
my mind no proof has been put forward in support of any such allega- 
tion. The Honourable Member from Burma stated to us that in the House 
of Commons, in answer to a question, it w^as stated that the rebellion 
was the outcome of economic distress. I do not think the Honourable the 
Home Member has contradicted that statement. There is no allegation 
that the rebellion was connected with, or was incited by, this General 
Council of Burmese Associations. The Honourable the Home Member has 
repudiated the suggestion that because this General Council did not take 
part in advocating the separation of Burma from British India, this action 
has been taken against it. That is a matter of inference. What we have 
to see now is whether the Burmese Government had any good legal 
grounds for declaring this Association unlaw'^ful. If as a matter of fact 
it had been proved that the Association had for its object interference 
with the administration of law and order, that would bring it un- 
doubtedly within the Act of 1908.. But until the Association as such, 
to use the language of the Act, has been shown to be unlawful in that 
sense, the Government of Burma would not be justified in declaring it 
an unlawful association. I take it — and it cannot be denied — ^that the 
aims and objects of the Association, so far as the public know, are of a 
perfectly lawful and perfectly legitimate character. Then all that is 
alleged is that perhaps some members of the Association have been guilty 
of certain acts in connection with the rebellion in Burma. If that be 
BO, then it is only those individual’s that are answerable. But that 
is no ground for suppressing a whole association. Nowadays when there 
is unrest in the country, whether here or in Burma, some members 
of some associations niay be guilty of excesses and of violations of the 
law. But surely that can be' no ground for suppressing lawful 
ordinary legitimate political associations. In the case of secret conspira- 
cies and terrorist movements, where the Government are unable to reach 
the offenders, there would be justification undoubtedly for special laws 
which might to some extent dispense with the ordinary procedure 
prescribed by the Criminal Procedure Code or the Evidence Act. But 
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unless any association is shown to be a secret organisation of that character, 
there can be no ground for treating a political association as an unlawful 
body. 

Sir. I think the Vice-Leader of the Nationalist Party was perfectly 
justified in saying that this Assembly is not only expected but is bound 
to take notice of such cases, and whether the cry for separation of Burma 
from India has the support of the general population of Burma or not — ^if 
it has, undoubtedly separation would be justified — ^but whether that 
be so or not, so long as Burma is an integral part of British India, it is 
the duty of this Assembly to take note of these important cases and to 
help the Burmang as much as it is our duty to help the people of 
Bengal, or the United Provinces, or the Punjab. We can make no dis- 
tinction against them., and I am absolutely sure that no member of 
this House will desire that because of the distance, the Burmans should 
not receive a proper hearing from this House. Sir, with these words I 
support the motion. 

Mr. E. P. Baum: (Burma: Nominated Official): Sir, my Honourable 
friend, U. Tun Aung, has made various statements in his speech which 
may, I think, give the Plouse a mistaken impression of what is happen- 
ing in Burma. He has informed us that the General Council of Burmese 
Associations is a body rather like the Congress except that it is not 
extremist. I challenge that statement. We know that Saya San, 
one of the principal organisers of the rebellion was a member of that 
Association. So were the majority of rebels who have since been captured 
in Burma. In face of all this, I think it is impossible to say that the 
O. C. B. A. is not an extremist body and is not responsible to a very 
large extent for the trouble we are having at present. 

Then my Honourable friend went on to suggest that the orders passed 
by the Government of Burma were not really intended to suppress the 
rebellion merely, but to meet the agitation for separation of Burma from 
India. With that again, I cannot agree. Everybody who has served 
in Burma for any time knows that the majority of the Burmese popula- 
tion are solid for separation. {Honourable Members on Nationalist 
Benches: “No, no and question”.) {An Honourable Member: “Have you 
served in Burma?”) I believe a Besolution was passed in the local Legis- 
lative Council advocating separation 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: After the Nationalists had non-co-operated. 

Mr. E. P. Baum: In any case the question has been settled in principle 
at the Bound Table Conference. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Has it been settled? 

Mr. E. P. Baum: So I do not really see why the Government of 
Burma should concern itself to meet any agitation. 

There is one other point. The people of Burma are perhaps <ne of 
the most lovable races in the Indian Empire, but they are exceedingly 
credulous, and that makes political agitation among them all the more 
dangerous. The Burma Government is faced with a dangerous and 
widespread rebellion, and I think that this House will agree that it has 
a right to protect the Burman from subversive and dangerous propa- 
ganda. For that reason, Sir, I feel that I must disagree wit^ thq ftetion 
taken by my ^nd, Mr, Tun Aung, 
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Mr. 0. S. Banga lyet: (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, the Honourable the official representative 
from Burma, who just now concluded, said the House should extend 
its “protection,*' and truly we are extending our protection to the 
representative of the Burmese people, who has made a very clear case 
that the General Council, which contains a large number of members, 
is being punished wholesale for the action of a few who also happen to 
be members of that Council. Sir, in Burma at any rate, 1 concede, 
those members who have- been known to have identified themselves with 
the rebellion have becM^me rebels probably of a violent type, while in 
India, even a non-violent organization like the National Congress, which 
has not been found guilty of the same kind of offences of which the 
Burmese Government think certain members of the Burmese General 
Council are guilty, even the National Congress organizations have been 
declared unlawful. 1 propose, therefore. Sir, to examine this Burmese 
question from the Indian point of view. 

I cannot accept the argument of the Government for the very simple 
reason that rebellion, whether violent or non-violent, is being punished 
by the wholesale declaration of public bodies as unlawful. Sir,, supposing 
a few Members of the House of Commons, or supposing one Member of 
the House of Commons had left some explosives under the seat of Mr. 
Gladstone, one could not condemn the entire House of Commons. 
Supposing a few members of an organization which is non-violent and 
constitutional — ‘the Burmese Council to the best of my knowledge has 
not been a supporter of violent methods: at any yate even the Honour- 
able the Home Member when he read out the communique of the 
Burma Government did not say that the Burmese Council, which is 
declared unlawful, was guilty of violence as a whole, nor did he say that 
it was a part of the terrorist organization, nor did he make out that 
its creed was violent — supposing a few meinbers of an organization 
which is constitutional and non-violent adopt violent methods, you cannot 
declare the whole organization as unlawful. Under these circumstances, 
Sir, I really cannot understand how the Government of India could 
initiate the step they have taken rmd how the Government of Burma 
could carry out their policy of condemning a whole organization as un- 
lawful. This, Sir, directly goes against the spirit of the Resolution of 
the House of Commons last year. 1 was a witness to that debate in 
the House of Commons when it passed a Resolution taking strong 
exception to interference with expression of opinion by Indian organiza- 
tions, and when they said Indian organisations, they also meant Burmese 
organizations. We all know how the Governor of Burma, though a 
very very great favourite of this House when he was in the place of 
the present Commerce Member over there, went on what appears to us 
as an ugly propogandist venture, on what appears to us. . . . 

Sir Lancelot Graham: (Secretary, Legislative Department): Is not 
the Honourable Member 'reflecting on the conduct of the Governor of 
Burma? ' 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I say that the Governor of Burma went to 
England in connection with the" separation of Burma from India. Far 
from me to make any reflection on the conduct of the Governor of 
Burma, but I consider that the fact that the Governor of Burma went 
to England in connection with a mission — {An Honourable Member: 
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‘*He had then ceased to be Governor of Burma' he imight ^havi; 
then peased to be the Governor of Bmma technically, but that does. not 
at all interfere with the point that I am making, I believe the Governor 
of Burma was actually deputed either by the Government at Whitehall 
dr by the Government in this country, but he was actually deputed to 
England on what appears to be .... 

^6 Honourable Sir Janies Crerar: He went on leave. 

Mr. C. 8. .Banga Iyer: An ugly propagandist venture, namely the 
separation of Burma Irom India, a question on which Indiana have as 
much right to express an opinion as the Burmese, or for that matter, 
the instigators of Burma to bring about the separation. i::hr, I will atsk 
Sir Lancelot Graham to go into .Ldwin Montague's “Diary” where there 
is an abundance of facts in regard to the manipuiationH connected with 
the question of the separation of Burma from India. Sir, one organisa- 
tion in Burma, namely the organization to which the Burmese Member 
has referred and to whicti also the Honourable the Home Member 
referred while quoting a communique from the Burma Government 
which he read out to this House, an organised body of Burmese opinion 
has stood out strongly against the separation of Burma with the ugly 
motive, — ^the ugly imperialist motive to which the Bunna Government, 
the Government at Whitehall and the Government of India are .parties 
— rof converting Burma into a kind of outhouse of British Imperialism 
while India may be forging ahead with constitutional developments and 
even Dominion Status, hlowiiere, to iiiy knowledge at any rate, has 
Burma been promised the same position that India is to achieve. Sir, 
the political organization in Burma, the General Council and all its 
branches, stand out against separation, because they want to know 
exactly where they .staM in regard to their country 's status. They want 
to know whether Burma is going to be an appendage of British Im- 
perialism, or whether Burma,, like India., is going to be made responsible 
to*tiie people of Burma. ( 

The organization under discussion contains, it is stated, some rebels, 
that certain of its members are rebels, — ^not underground rebels, not 
revolutionaries, but clean rebels, rebels in the open, like the followers 
of Ofiver Cromwell, who made the modern parliamc3nt and modem history. 
Sir, because a few members went out for open rebellion, not secret 
conspiracies — and not all of them have a great following in the Council 
itself because the Council has not identified itself with that rebellion, at 
any rate to my knowledge no resolution has been passed by that Council 
adopting the rebels' methods or endorsing the rebels’ action — ^merely 
because a few members of that Council launched an open rebellion, 
I think it is very improper, it is very uncanny, it is extremely ugly 
that the Government of India should extend the tentacles of Ordinance 
to Btirma and instigate the Government of Burma, as they have no doubt 
instigated them to introduce what may be called an almost martial law 
atmosphere there. Sir, I quite sympathise with the Honourable Member 
from Burma when he apprehends that Burma is going to be treated in 
the same manner as the Government of India have been treating the 
people here. Time and again they have been doing this. Sir, you 
remember as an old politician how when the Morley-Mittto Eeforme 'were 
being introduced, we were treated to a dose of repression; how when the 
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Montague Reforms were being introduced, martial law and monstrooities 
were perpetrated in the Punjab and certain ugly things were done later on 
all over the country. And now they are following up the same policy > 
trying to dilute the spirit of reforms with repression. If they mean to 
repeat in Burma, just what they ure doing in this country, this House, 
I venture to say, Sir, cannot be a party to the perpetration of what is a 
very' irresponsible policy of an executive unwilling to be responsible to 
the people,, unwilling to be responsive to their aspirations; an executive 
which is doing everything in their power through the instrumentality of 
every, little law that they can get hold of or make, to destroy the awakening 
of the Burmese people. This is a thing we should resist very strongly, 
especially as wc know tliat the Government of Burma as well as the 
Government of India have identified themselves with the policy of 
separation of Burma from India without giving an <)pportunity to the 
Indian people to express themselves in the matter. 

I am son*y, Sir, that I could not see eye to eye with my Honourable 
friend. Sir Lancelot Graham, wlion in his extremely interesting interrup- 
tion he tried to make out tliat T was easting any rofiection on the Governor 
of Burma. I may tell you that I have the great privilege of enjoying 
what I may consider the personal friendship of the Governor of Bumia. 
He made a great name as the Collector t.d Malabar, the district from 
which I come. And, Sir, everybody in this House knows that when 
u social function was arranged on the eve of his departure, though I 
belonged to a particular party which boycotted that function, I, at any 
rate, attended that function. Needless to say, F will be the last man 
to cast any reflection on Sir Charles Innes, who is one of the very 
best friends of India that wc have got, or for the matter of that, of 
Bumia. But I am criticising the system of i\'hich ho is the head in 
Burma, and I am criticising the method which was responsible for rending 
him to England in connection with a policy with which the Association 
which is being suppressed is not in agrci'ment any more lhan this House. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for C^ommerce and Rail- 
ways) *. There is one thing, Mr. President, whicdi F have noticed in all 
the speeches of Honourable Members after the Honourable the Mover of 
this motion, and that is a certain timidity in dealing with the proper names 
involved in the Government of Burma’s communif|ui5, and I own myself 
that I share that feeling because; as to the pronunciation of any of them 
t am extremely uncertain. Apart from that, I do not think that we have 
the materials before us for any prolonged discussion upon this (piestion. 
In spite of all that lias been said by Honourable Mianbers o])posite, it is 
a long way to Burma, and it is difficult for Members of this House, even 
for Members of the Government, to have the same kind of acquaintance 
with what is going on there as they have ivitli what is going on in other 
parts of the Indian Empire. 

Now, Sir, ivhat I particularly wish, in the very brief remarks [ shall 
make, to refer to, is the suggestion that the notification of the General 
Council of Burmese Associations is part of some covert plot to prevent 
^my expression in Burma of. opposition to the separation of Burma from 
Tl^ia, and I find it difficult to bedifeye that my Honourable friends opposite 
seriously in their own hearts entertain that idea. My Honourable friend 
the last speaker spoke highly of the personal qualities of His Excellency 
Sir Charles Innes. But it is more than a personal question, and does any 
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Honourable Member seriously suppose that the British Government, ox: 
the Government of India, would lend themselves to any sort of manoeuvre 
of that kind? 

Mr. O. S. Banga Iyer: Certainly they have lent themselves. How 
you deny the fact that the Governor of Burma, Sir Charles Innes, went 
to England on the mission of bringing about the separation? Can vou 
deny it? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: And sent a telegram that the separation had been^ 
accomplished ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: The Governor of Burma went on 
leave to' England. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Are you aware that he sent a telegram to the 
acting Governor of Burma congratulating him upon the separation? And 
do you understand the implications of that telegram? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy: I am totally unable to follow the 
workings of my Honourable friend's mind which seems to me to be filled 
with a double dose of the poison of suspicion, of which we have had a good 
deal in this House. But I say that the suggestion is preposterous. (“Hear, 
hear" from the Treasury Benches.) And the extent to* which it has been 
pressed from the other side of the House might possibly raise a feeling in 
this House that that lino was being taken with the opposite motive. These 
weapons of suspicion are double-edged, Mr. President, and sometimes, they 
resemble boomerangs in their recoil. 

Sir, I am not going to argue the general question whether the action 
of the Government of Burma was justified, and I will tell you why. When 
a Government is faced with a very serious position — with an armed rebel- 
lion which has broken out in three districts — and when it finds that the 
local association affiliated to a central organisation are taking an active 
part in that rebellion, there are 'primd facie grounds for supposing that the 
General Council to which they are afiiliated is a body which requires very 
careful watching and against which it may be necessary to take action. 
That is the primd facie ground, and nothing that I have heard from Hon- 
ourable Members on the other side of the House leads me to feel that that 
is an inadequate ground. I think, Sir, that the House ought not to accepi 
the motion which has been moved. 

Several Honourable Members: Let the question be now put. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted 

U Tun Aung: It was very interesting to me to listen to the speech 
made by the official Mepiber from Burma just now. He said that separa- 
tion is a question that has been settled already. I think that he is mis* 
taken in having tjiat idea. No doubt, in the Legislative Council, Besolu- 
tions were ipassed to that effect before the Burmans began to realise that 
separation was not to be asked for by them but was going to be given to 
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them by the Government. They have realised it, so much so, that when 
the discussion in the Bound Table Conference was going on, the Burman 
delegate, the leader of the Peoples Party, U Ba Pe, refused to be made a 
party to the question of accepting separation alone, and that is why this 
question of separation has not been settled there. Added to that, as I 
have stated before, the General Council of Burmese Associations sent a 
number of telegrams to England stating in very clear terms that they did 
not wish to have separation, the general opinion being that separation alone 
would be far more dangerous than being attached to India. If separation 
were to be accoimpanied with" a status in no way inferior to that to be given 
to India, in that case separation with that status would be acceptable; 
but, as I say, separation alone is no longer the desire of the people of 
Burma. My Honourable friend from Burma should now understand that 
the attitude of Burmans as regards separation has changed. 

I have listened to the speeches from the official side, but I must con- 
fess that I have not been convinced that, whatever parts individual mem- 
bers of the Association might have taken in the open rebellion the action 
now taken by the Government against the Association as a whole is justi- 
lied. The rebellion has been shown to be the activity of a particular sec- 
tion of the members, and if so, how can the Association and all its members 
bo declared imlawful? I therefore ask the House to accept my motion. 


The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I am happy to be in the position of 
congratulating my Honourable friend from Burma on having adopted in his 
closing speech a very prudent course. I observe that he devoted the whole 
of his argument, not to the question now before the House, but to a ques* 
tion, which I myself admit, is much more open to legitimate enquiry and 
even argument, that is to say, the merits and the demerits of the policy 
of separation. In that regard, I do not intend to say anything further in 
rebuttal of the suggestion which has been made that the action taken by 
the Government of Burma had any relation whatever to the movement for 
or against separation. This has been dealt with by myself and it has been 
dealt with very forcibly and concisely by the Honourable the Leader of the 
House and I would only add that if, on further reflection, the Government 
of Burma and even the Government of India are to have attributed to them 
an effort of Machiavellian diplomacy in the matter, that surely implies a 
certain amount of intelligence at any rate, though it may be intelligence 
of a low order. Nevertheless, I do not think that anybody who is prepared 
to grant some measure of intelligence would himself so greatly fail in intel- 
ligence as to suppose that a measure of this kind would be adopted, which 
so openly^ and palpably defeats its own object. In conclusion, I will only 
add this, that I sympathise, at any rate in their immediate object, with the 
appeals which were eloquently made by Honourable Members on the oppo- 
site Benches that this House should show its sympathy for Burma and 
give an eminent sign of its goodwill to the people of Burma. That is 
ptecisely what I would like Honourable gentlemen to do. Measures are 
being taken by the Government of Burma for the restoration to that pro- 
vince of its tranquillity, which has been unhappily seriously disturbed 
recently. Let us on our side do our best to restore that peace and tran- 
quillity by supporting the Government of Burma in the* measures which 
they are taking for that end. 
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Hr. l^raatdent: The quesiion ia that t^ Assembly do now Adjoiva. ' 

' ' ■ - ' ! 

The Assembly divided. 

AYS8-42. 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

. Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bagla, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. C. G. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Ounjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Das, Rai Sahib Pandit. 

Hari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

Isra, Chaudhri. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Krishnamachariar, Raja Bahadur G. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. 0. 


NOES--42. 

Macmillan, Mr. A. M. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Raiiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir Georgy.' 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shillidy. Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. £. 

Sykes, Mr. £. F. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. ^ 

Mr. President: There are 42 votes for the “A^yes’' and 42 votes for the 
“Noes”. (Applause.) Following the well-recognized practice of 

status quo anic^ I vote against the motion. (“Hear, hear.") • 

* • 

. The motion was negatived. 

= ' the Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday* tho 
14th February, i931. r • 


Acheaon, Mr. J. G. 

Alexander, Mr. W. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

.\yyangar, Diwan Bahadur V. 

Bhashyam. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S, 

Banarji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Baum, Mr. E. F. 

Boag, Mr. G. T 
Chatterjee, The Revd. J. 0. 

Crerarj, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazl-i -Husain, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

French, Mr. J. 0. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot, 

Gwynne, Mr. C. W. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. B. L. 

Heathcote. Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Jawahar Singh. Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Khurshed Ahmad Khan. Mr. 


Pandian, Mr. B. Rajaram 
Puri, Mr. B. R. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Rao, Mr. M. N. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Reddi, Mr. P. G. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Roy, Kumar G. R. 

Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Pandit S. N. 

Shahani, Mr. S. C. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Praaad, 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rial Bahadur. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. Pmsident in the Chair. 


MEMBERS SWORN. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav, M.Ii.A. (Bombay Central Division; Non-Muham- 
maclan Rural); and 

Mr. H. B. Fox, C.I.E., ALL. A. (Assam : European). 


THE CODE OF CRTAIINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDAIENT) BILL. 

Mr, President: Furtlier consideration of the following motion moved 
by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on 3rd February, 1931 : 

*‘That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 
of fipcfion m), be referred to a Select Committee consLstinR of the Honourable Sir 
James Crerar, Sir Lancelot Graham, Mr. B. R. Puri, Sir Abdur Rahim, Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Mr. Arthur 
Moore and the Mover, and that the number of members wliose presence shall he neces- 
sary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall he four.” 

Raja Bahadur G, Krishnamachariar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Mulifimmadan Rural) : Sir, T support the motion to refer the Bill to the 
Select Committee. 1 congratulate the Honourable the Home Member 
on the restraint with which he made his speech the other day, although 
he opposed the motion, but I am afraid T cannot commend the attitude 
of his Government in connection with this Bill. For after all, Sir, the 
Bill says that certain deficiencies have been brought out in the application 
of the section to certain recent events and that sufficient provision may 
be made in order to obviate the recurrence of those events in tlie future. 
Now, either those facts are correct or those facts are not correct. Tn 
either case, there is no doubt that there is a grievance that the .Act has 
not been administered, at least the particular section 144 has not been 
administered properly in the only manner in which it was originally 
intended that it should he administered. I cannot understand the reluct- 
ance of the Government to explore the matter, and find out whether the 
said statement that is the basis of this amendment is true before opposing 
this motion. Sir, the other day in connection with the election of some 
Members to the Delhi Univers.ity Court, one of the Honourable Members 
of the • Government deplored the existence of a suspicious mind in many 
non-official Members whenever a Member of Government made a pro- 
posal. Now, a suspicious mind wherever it exists has to be deprecated, 
and we have got the highest scriptural authority for the position mmmyaima 
vinashyati, that is a man who doubts cuf who is suapicious comes to 
destruction. But, Sir, should it be only a one-sided warning? Does it 

( 835 ) A 
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not appear from the attitude of the Government regarding this Bill that 
they suspect what we have got in view when we ask for this amendment? 
Why not straight away say plainly that, so far as our statement is con- 
cerned, cither you believe it or you do not believe it. We know cases— 
I personally can cite at least half-a-dozen examples — where there was 
absolutely no justification for the application of this section 144, and what 
I respectfully submit should be the correct attitude in these matters is 
that, when a complaint is brought forward, Government should try and 
investigate and show that there is nothing wrong in it; then we shall be 
perfectly satisfied, rather than asking us to accept this i/pae dixit of yours, 
and when we do not accept it making it a matter of complaint. About the 
year 1908, w'hen the late Lord Minto had to face a serious trouble with 
the then critical unrest that was raging over the country, he turned among 
other things to the advice of Indian Princes, and the first man to whom 
he went was the late Nizam of Hyderabad, who was one of the shrewdest 
princes that ever sat on the Indian gadhi. What did he say in reply? 
After an administrative experience of 25 years, his advice to the late 
Earl of Minto was that not only should the administration do justice, 
but that it should make the people believe that justice has been done. 
That may appear to be a common place, a copy book maxim, but there 
is a good deal of truth in it. Applying this to the particular case com- 
plained of, what I should have expected the Government to do is this. 
We say there is an injustice; either there is an injustice or there is not 
an injustice, and how arc you going to make us feel that there is no 
injustice? Not by your saying that there is no injustice, nor by your 
people, who have been in our opinion doing that injustice, saying that 
there is no injustice. I do not think even the Government would assume 
infallibility in this matter. They have got a large army of officials, all 
of whom are not of the same mind, and it is quite conceivable thai: in 
their excessive zeal in what they consider to be their masters' policy, 
they overstep their bounds. Where is the harm in investigating? Where 
is the harm in trying to prevent that state of things? That, Sir, is the 
only thing which this Bill wants to be done. Although T am not parti- 
cularly enamoured of the remedies suggested by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh by asking that an appeal should lie to the Sessions 
^Court — I would rather that an appeal should lie to the High Court than 
to a Sessions Court for more reasons than ohe — although I say T am not 
particularly enamoured of the remedy suggested, I submit that it will 
come with very good grace on behalf of the Government if they accept 
his motion for reference to a Select Committee, go there, thrash out the 
whole thing, and then convince my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh that, after all, his fear of abuse is groundless, and then come back 
triumphant. That is one of the most reasonable positions to take, rather 
than merely asserting the fact on your own authority and then asking 
us or expecting us to accept the position. Sir, as T said, whenever we 
make a proposal, my respectful request to the Government Benches is not 
to take it with anv suspicion, not to consider that there is something very 
uncanny behind it, but to test it for what it is worth and then to try 
and come to’ some conclusion. Tn this connection, before T resume my 
seat I think T ought to invite the attention of ^vemment to these 
pregnant words uttered by the Honourable Chancellor of the Chamber 
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of Princes, the Maharaja of Patiala — ^not an agitator, nor a man who 
is particularly anxious to embarrass the Government of India — ^when he 
addressed recently a meeting in London, wherein he said : 

*‘In the face of the Nationalist movement, which in a government based on the 
people of the country would find its natural response, the Government of India found 
itself in difficulties. These difficulties lead it on occasions to strain unduly the loyalty 
of those whose support it believes it can rely upon in all circumstances, and for the 
sake of political advantages whether real or imagined, to overlook its moral and legal 
obligation to those whose conduct never warranted such a course.” 

Most of US, Sir, have come here in order to do our best to assist Gov- 
ernment in their task of administration, and if they work the administra- 
tion in the real spirit, they will never fail. 

Mr.'N. N, Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Itural) : Sir, I beg to move the amendment of which I have given notice 
and which is as follows: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the* 
31st August, 1931.” 

Apart from the inapt and inartistic drafting of the Bill, as I will proceed 
to show, the Bill is singularly ill-conceived and ill-thought out. One 
w’ould have thought that the maxim “prevention is better than cure", 
was of universal acceptance, but in thinking so I seem to have counted 
without my host, the Honourable tlic Mover of this Bill. One would have 
thought that at a time when earnest appeals have been made in this House 
and in the Provincial Councils for special preventive legislation, the 
Honourable the Mover w’ould refrain from tinkering with a piece of legislation 
which has proved its salutary existence for the last 70 years without 
eliciting any the least dissentient opinion during that very long period. 
When one considers the nature and the extent of the evil which the section 
was designed to prevent and which in actual practice the section has 
prevented, one would be immediately convinced of the utter inadvisability 
of the measure proposed by the Honourable and learned Mover. And its 
undesirability becomes so glaringly apparent that one would think, and 
one w’ould be justified in thinking, that the Bill has been brought, not 
for the serious consideration of this House but for purposes of pure pro- 
paganda against "the iniquities" of our police and magistracy of which 
we hear so much and, I am constrained to say, see so little. To prove 
what T have said, I will proceed to quote the relevant portions of section 
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code which the Honourable the Mover seeks 
to amend. The heading of the Chapter of which it is the only section is : 

“Temporary orders in urgent cases of nuisance” 
and it begins .... 

Mr. C. 0. Biswas (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 

“Or apprehended danger.”’ 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: Tes. And li reaSn 

“In cases where in the opinion of the District Magistrate . . . immediate prevention 
or speedy remedy is desirable, such Magistrate may by written order stating the 
material facts of the case and served in the manner provided by section 134 direct 
any person to abstain from a certain act . . . if such Magistrate considers that such 
direct, ion is likely to prevent . or tends to prevent obstruction, annoyance or injury 
of risk of obstructinn, annoyance or injury to any person . . safety or disturbance of 
the public tranquillity or a riot or an affray.” 

A 2 
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Now, Sir, the essential part of the section and the essential condition 
under which the section operates is that immediate action is required. 
■Cases of immediate action are the cases provided for in this section. If 
• the action brooks delay, then this is not the appropriate section and it is 
not applicable to the case. There are other sections iri the Code for that. 

Secondly, in order to enable the Magistrate to come to a swift decision 
4ind to take immediate action, the Magistrate is relieved of the duty of 
formally recording evidence. I say this is common sense. If delay is 
caused in fonnally recording evidence, the action which would be taken 
after that delay would, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, be absolutely 
nugatory. Because ex necessitate rci the action has got to be immediate, 
and immediate action could not possibly be taken if wide discretion to 
enable the Magistrate to come to a swift decision were 
denied him. At the same time, though the discretion given 
to the Magistrate under the section is wide, that that dis- 
cretion shall not be used capriciously is abundantly provided for 
by the safeguard mentioned in the section. The section requires that, 
before a Magistrate can take action under that section, he must record in 
the written order the material facts which prompt him to take action. If 
he is not able to record the material facts, then his a(;tion is absolutely 
illegal, and the High Court would interfere and set aside the order. Then, 
again,; supi>osing the Magistrate does blunder, what happens? The Magis- 
trate’s blunder harms or hurts nobody. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (MuzaflParpur cum Champaran ; Non-Muham- 
madan) : Lathi charges. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: As I said, the section is purely a precautionary 
and preventive measure, which iinposes no j)enalty on anybody. The 
penalty is provided by section 188 of the Indian Penal Code, and that too 
could hot be used indiscriminately, because section 188 is subject to the 
provisions of section 195 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which requires 
previous sanction of the authorities concerned before action can be taken for 
infringement of the order. T submit that these arc sufficient safeguards 
against any indiscriminate or oppressive use of the section. The sole 
raison d'etre of the section is that it gives the Executive power to 
give a w^arning to all, peacefully minded citizens that if they hold a 
meeting, or join a procossiion, or go to a place where speeches 
are delivered, they do so at theiir peril. That is the only thing which 
the section, T say, provides for, and if such legislation were not in exist- 
ence, if legislation which enables the magistracy to give warning to 
peacefully inclined citizens not to take a certain course of action, not to 
go to certain places because by doing so they would be exposing them- 
selves to the risks involved in a riot or ]bronch of peace or lathi charges, or 
even indiscriminate shootinfj^bv tlhe police,- 1 say if such a law exists, 
then it should be approved of by all responsible people. Sir, bow valuable 
and how efficient this section has proved in actual working can be seen, by 
a few figures T proceed to cite. Tlie figures are confined here, Sir, to 
what has happened at dispersals by firing alone. It appears that duripg 
the two months of April and May last there have been 31 shootings by 
the military. '(An Honourahle Member: “Where do you get the figures 
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from?*') I will tell you the source of my figures presently. In those- 
31 shootings, 125 citizens were killed and more than 600 wounded and in 
those 31 shootings 4 military and 6 police died .... 

Mr. €. 0. Biswas: All this happened though Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's- 
Bill was not there. 

Mr. N. N‘. AnklESaria : And 16 military and 450 police were injured- 
These are the figures in connection with shootings alone and the casualties 
in connection, with lathi charges must have been, I presume, at least 
10 times the number, but we have not had these figures up till now- 
And I say these are the figures when the preventive and precautionary 
section 144 has been in full operation. We can very easily imagine, Sir, 
how these figures will mount up if the precautionary and preventive 
operation of the section is restricted in the manner sought to be restrict- 
ed by the Honourable the Mover. I say “restricted", but if you just consi- 
der the various alterations in the section suggested by the learned Mover, 
you will find. Sir, that the operation of * the section would be nullified. 
Now, what are the learned and Honourable Mover's proposals? He res- 
tricts the magistrate's discretion by imposing on him the necessity of 
taking formal evidence. The only word in connection with this proposal 
which I can possibly use without any offence to the learned Mover, is 
that it is absurd. Ex hypothcai, you have got to take immediate action, 
and how is the immediate action possible if the magistrate is required for- 
mally to record evidence, as the Honourable Member says, after “evi- 
dence duly recorded**. Now those who are lawyers know what is "evi- 
dence" and what is* “evidence duly recorded" and they also know what 
formalities are required for the Magistrate to follow in order to’ “duly re- 
cord" evidence. I say by the time the evidence is “duly recorded", the 
mischief which the Magistrate sought to prevent, in 99 cases out of 100, 
would have taken place. Then, Sir, the Honourable Member would res* 
trict the duration of the operation of the section' from two months to 
two days. This also I am constrained to say is absurd, if you consider 
the object of the section. For, what happens if you restrict the operation 
of the order to 48 hours? The mischief-makers against whom the order 
is designed to operate have simply to lie low for 48 hours and by keeping 
silent for 48 hours, ipso facto, get the order vacated. I say that the pro- 
posal of the Honourable the Mover betrays singular ignorance of the psycho- 
logy of crowds. T ^vould recommend him to read “Psychologic des 
Foules" or the Psychology of Crowds. If lie does not know French, I be- 
lieve there are translations of that book in English. If one were to realise 
the genesis of riots* and breaches of the peace, one would at once see 
that the proposal of the learned Mover is absolutely ill -conceived. How 
do- riots start? Two, three, four or five mischief-makers collect a few 
people with them. Innocent passers-by are attracted by the assemblage. 
The crowd increases, and when the crowd has reached a certain propor- 
tion in numbers, the mischief-makers just put a little idea in their minds, 
just make a suggestion and the thing happens. That is the genesis of 
riots, and it is to prevent that sort of thing that section 144 is pre-eminent- 
ly designed. 

The learned Mover has cited cases to show that the section has been' 
misused and abused by the Magistrates. Now we do not know the facts 
with reference to those cases, and we do not know if any of these cases was 
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taken to the High Court and judicial decision taken on the course of ac- 
tion pursued by the Magistrate. But prima facie 1 say those cases in 
no way support the course suggested by the learned Mover. The learned 
Mover cited the case mentioned by Sir Surendranath Banerjea about 
people crying Bande Mataram being prevented from doing so. There are 
eases in our Jaw reports in which the mere repetition of the word “Amin” 
has led to sanguinary riots. “Amin” is a very innocent word; certainly 
as innocent as “Bande Mataram”; but that viWd has led to sanguinary 
riots. Then the second case cited was that of Mr. Gandhi, the apostle of 
peace and non-violence, being prevented from entering Champaran. 

An Honourable Mbmberi He was sought to be prevented. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: . . . and I say he was very rightly sought to be 
prevented, because Mr. Gandhi, whatever his proclaimed proclivities for 
peace and non-violence may be. is a man who much resembles the God 
Hanuman. (Cries of “Withdraw.”) 

Kumar O. R. Roy (Sum^ Valley cum Shillong: Non-Muham- 
inadan) : This is most objectionable, Sir, the speaker must withdraw his 
statement. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhaininadan Bural): 

I object. No man should be compared with a God. 

Mr. N. K. Anklesaria: If I have offended my Honourable friend’s 
feelings I withdraw. But if my Honourable and learned friend had heard 
me further he would have seen that T meant no offence to his religious 
susceptibilities. f 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: No human being should be compared with 
Hanuman who is a God. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: In Hindu mythology the God Hanuman is said 
to have set fire to Lanka, the modem Ceylon. 

Kumar G. R> Roy: Lanka is not modern Ceylon. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: All right. Then the case was cited by the 
learned Mover about Gandhi caps being prohibited by the District Magis- 
trate of Guntur. On the face of it, it does appear to be a very unneces- 
sary interference with the liberty of the subject. But who does not know 
the state of mind of the different communities in the country? Even the 
sight of an innocent article of food like beef is enough to upset people of 
a certain temperament .... 

An Honourable Member: Beef and ham; include both the communi- 
ties. ‘ 

Mi. N. N. Anklesaria: Yes: I mean something like this would hurt the 
susceptibilities of the different communities in India; and circuinstances 
may be imagined when the Gandhi cap would hurt the susceptibilities of 
certain individuals who were not of the Congress persuasion. (“Hear^ 
hear” from the Nationalist Benches,) Even granting that these cases 
do prove abuse or misuse of section 144, does it prove that the law is bad 
because the administration of the law is bad? I say', no. This section 
was enacted some seventy years ago, and if the necessity for that section 
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was felt seventy years ago, in the present state of the country the neces- 
fltity is seventy times greater than what it was then. Seventy years ago, 
Sir, there was no boycott; seventy years ago there was no picketing of 
foreign cloth shops, there wag no picketing of liquor shops, no civil disobe- 
dience movement as we see it at the present day ; in those days there was 
no defiance of the salt law or the forest laws of the land. 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Were there no 
British laws in those days? 

Mr. N, N. Anklesaria: Yes, there were, but there were people like you 
who would not break those laws. 

An Honourable Member: He was not born then. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: Sir, the Honourable the Home Member the 
other day said that this section would provide a valuable weapon in con- 
nection with communal discords. I say, as things are moving at present, 
communal discords are being east into the shade by political discords. We 
are fast approaching the conditions which prevailed in Ireland during the 
period 1914-1921. Sir, there are people in this country to 
whom the tyranny of the Congresswallas has become unbear- 
able. These people are thoroughly disgusted with the ap- 
parent attitude of helplessness and apathy adopted by the Government. 

And these people, Sir, novr show’ an inclination of taking the law into 
their own hands. On one day alone about four or five days ago in the 
Times of India, in one column, we found reports of Muhammadan shop- 
keepers taking the law into their own hands against the Congress picket- 

ers in Poona, Karachi and in some other places which T don’t quite 

remember. 

Mr. 0. 0. BiEwas: Could not section 144 have been applied against 
them? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria: It is a great pity it was not applied in time. 
And I say, Sir, that Honourable Members of this House will not enhance 
their reputation for responsibility if they pass a measure like the one 
moved by the Honourable the Mover. For, Sir, the belief, rightly or wrongly, 
prevails outside this House and also inside it that the forcce of violence 
and disorder are now manamvring for .positions of vantage, and those forces 
have got supporters in this House. My friend the Mover of this Bill has 
already sponsored three Bills which are bound to give an impetus to forces 
•of violence and disorder (“Hear, hear" from the Nationalist Benches), 
and one of the Bills is this. 

Lastly, Sir, I would bring to the notice of the House,, the effect which 
the passing of such a mefisiire as this would produce on our police and 
the magistracy. Already, Sir, the police and the magistracy are exhibiting 
an apathy and an unwillingness to take responsibilities which, if allowed 
to continue, wdll prove deplorable,, and I think it is absolutely necessary 
that, before this Bill comes to be considered by this House, the House 
should have before it for its consideration the opinions of the police and 
the magistracy who are vitally interested in the administration of this 
section. I therefore move, Sir, that the Bill be circulated for eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st of August, 1931. 

Mr. President: Order, order; The amendment proposed is: 

“That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
Mat Augnat, 1931.“ 
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I notice that the Honourable Mr. Maswood Ahmad has also given 
notice of a similaH amendment*. I do not find him in his place here.. 
I take it that this amendment having been moved, he will not press 
his own. It only differs in the date within which opinion must be 
obtained. 

Mr. J. Heslett (Assam : Nominated Official): Sir, I rise to oppose 
the Bill before this House and also the motion which has been moved 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. Hitherto I have been 
a silent Member of this House, and I hoped at one time, in these days 
of championships, to be in the running for the title of champion listener 
of this House. 1 now must give up my aspirations as regards that, 
Sir. 1 feel that if the principle of this Bill is accepted by this House, 
it will so injuriously affect the maintenance of order and good adminis- 
imtion in this country, that 1 must attempt. Sir,, with your indulgence, 
to place my views before this House. Perhaps, Sir, I have some 
special qualifications for speaking on this subject. I have had more 
than 31 years service in this country, and during all that period I 
have been employed in the direct work of administration in the districts 
of this country. Perhaps, Sir, I have longer administrative experience 
than any otlier officer of this House, and I have seen a good deal of 
the working of section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, which we are now 
considering. I feel, Sir, that my task has been rendered much easier 
by, the speech of my friend who has just sat down. I have listened with 
much attention to the speech made by my friend the Mover of the 
motion we are considering, and I have also studied his Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. The main reason given for introducing this Bill 
is that section 144 has been misapplied and misused in certain cases. 
I admit, Sir, that the section may have been misapplied, but 1 would 
ask my Honourable friend what section of the Indian Penal Code, what 
section of the Criminal Procedure Code, what law either revenue, 
civil, or criminal in this country, has not been misapplied? {Ciics of 
“Hear, hear*’ from Nationalist Benches,) {An Honourable Member: 
“A frank admission.”) My Honourable friend who is a lawyer knows all 
those volumes which we call law reports, and there are thousands and 
thousands of such valumes. If I ask my office to produce I. L. E., 
35 Calcutta, page 357, it is produced; if I ask them to produce volume 
ICKX), page 690, it will also be produced. And you have volumes of 
these law reports. What do they contain? They contain, I submit, 
mostly decisions of cases in which the lower courts have misapplied the 
law to the facts of the case before them. And not only do Magistrates 
make mistakes; Judges make mistakes too, even those august bodies, 
the High Courts, make mistakes, and have to be con*ected. Therefore, 
Sir, I ask. why should ray Honourable friend select section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code for modification, because that has been mis- 
applied, and I admit that it has been misapplied, in certain cases. I 
submit that my Honourable friend's argument will not stand. 

Now, Sir, if my Honourable friend wants to revise section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, why should he not revise all the other laws 
of this country? T know from my Honourable friend's activities in this 

*“That the Bill circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
3l8t May, 1931.” 
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House that he is one of the world’s workers. I cannot to belong 

to that honourable body of men. But I must say that he would have 
to be very busy indeed if he attempted to revise all the laws of this 
country so as to make them fool-proof, so to amend them that they 
would not be misapplied by those officers who are responsible for 
administering them. Again, it must be remembered rthat, since the 
passing of the Act of 1923, the High Court has powers to revise orders 
passed by Magistrates under section 144, and has exercised those powers. 
As a result, a body of case law is being built up for the guidance of 
Magistrates. Now, I am .sure my Honourable friend will admit that 
Magistrates pay much attention to the rulings of the Honourable High 
Courts. I am also sure that my Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Baliim, 
who has the distinction of having been a Judge of a High Court, will 
bear me out when I say that Magistrates pay much attention to the 
rulings of the High Courts. Therefore, I say,, Sir, that this Bill Is not 
necessary. The safeguards already provided are sufficient for guiding 
Magistrates in the proper application of this section, and the Bill before 
the House is really not required in the interests of justice or good 
adm’nistration. 

But my main reason for opposing the Bill before the House is not 
only that 1 hold that it is unnecessary — and I hope I have convinced 
my Honourable friend to that effect — but also because the present time 
is not opportune for introducing a measure of this kind. Now', Sir. w'e 
are all aware that a reformed constitution will soon be w'orking in this 
country; perhaps it may come into effect in one year, or two years, or 
perhaps, if the suggestion made by my Honourable friend Mian Mu- 
hammad Shah Nawniz is taken into consideration, it might come into 
effect even in twx or three months. I ask, then, is this the time to 
seek to undermine the authority of those officers who are responsible for 
the maintenance of peace and good administration in this country? 1 
submit, it is not. It also has to be remembered that there is still a 
party in this country w'hose openly declared object is to paralyse tbc 
present administration and to overthrow' the present “satanic” Govern- 
ment, whose representatives w'e see in our front Benches. Sir, we all 
know that this party is still in power and has considerable influence in 
the country. It is also a fact that the civil disobedience movement 
has not been called off, that the Hindu-Muslim dispute has not been 
settled, and that the terrorist movement has not been crushed. India 
is about to pass through one of the most critical junctures in the history 
of the country, and I submit that the time is very inopportune to weaken 
the authority of those officers who are responsible for peace and good 
administration. 

If we go into the provisions of the Bill, w'hat do we find? Wo find 
that the Bill provides that a Magistrate can onlv pass an ex parte order 
valid for a period of 48 hours. I would ask the Honourable the Mover of 
this motion, what will happen after the expiry^ of this magic period of 
48 hours? I presume following the spirit of the recent rulings of the 
High Courts w'hich have been quoted in this House,, the offending party 
will have to be given a period of grace, a locus poenitcnUce as it were, 
to see whether he will take action such as the Magistrate thinks he 
might take. Then, the Magistrate, before he could pass an order valid 
for more than 48 hours, has to take down evidence. ‘My Honourable 
friend who preceded me has shown how it is impossible for Magistrates 
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to take evidence under this section. An appeal is allowed to the Sessions 
Judge. No doubt, a motion will be made to the Sessions 
Judge to suspend the order while he is considering the application. It 
may take one week, two weeks, or a month, before the Sessions Judge 
passes an order. In the meantime, disorder breaks out and the Magis- 
trate responsible is powerless to prevent disorder breaking out. 

Sir Bari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Mu- 
hammadan) : That can be done now in revision by the High Court-. 

Mr. J. Hezlett: That is what I say. The High Court has revisionary 
powers, but a Magistrate can pass an order valid up to a maximum of 
two months, and not for 48 hours. 

My Honourable friend who preceded me has already touched another 
important consideration, and that is the effect which the passing of a 
measure of this kind will have on those services which are responsible 
for peace and good administration in this country. Prom what we have 
heani in this House, Sir, one would consider that Magistrates and police 
officers like dispersing an unlawful assembly. I can assure you from 
personal experience that no more unpleasant duty, no more thankless 
task, can fall to the lot of a Magistrate or a police officer than to have 
to disperse an unlawful assembly. If the officer in charge does not take 
action in time, with the result that the small force at his command is over- 
whelmed, or innocent lives lost, or valuable property destroyed, he will 
be called to account by the Home Department of his Government. If, 
on the other hand,, he takes action and uses the necessary force to 
disperse the crowd, mob or unlawful assembly, there will be a liowl 
throughout this country, votes of censure will be passed, and motions 
of adjournment made in this House. It bas been said that the lot of 
a policeman is not a happy one. I can assure my Honourable friends 
opposite that the lot both of Magistrates' and the police in this country 
during the Ifist year, and perhaps, during the last number of years, 
has been most unhappy. It is not right at this juncture that this House 
should do anything whiich would weaken the authority of those services 
who are responsible for peace and good administration. We, on this 
side of the House, when we make over charge to the reformed Govern- 
ment, are anxious to make over a prosperous and peaceful India. We 
want to make over services working efficiently. We want to make over 
services animated by that high morale, that strong sense of public duty, 
that strict sense of discipline, tact, forbearance and good sense, which 
at present characterise the services of this country. Therefore, Sir, 1 
think that my Honourable friends opposite should not do anything which 
w'ould tend to lessen the efficiency of those services. But this Bill we are 
taking away the powers of officers to maintain peace and good adminis- 
tration. Wc are taking away their powers, and wo are holding them 

12 N responsible for peace and good administration, and even under 

the reformed Government they will still have to be held 
responsible for peace and good administration, collection of taxes and all 
that kind of thing, if the reformed Government is going to function 
properly. * 

In conclusion^ Sir, I oppose the motion before the House, first, 
because it is not necessary, secondly, because the present time is very 
inopportune for introducing a measure of this kind,, even if it is held to 
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be necessary, and thirdly, because if the principle of this Bill is accepted, 
it will tend to lower the high morale, to break down the strong sense 
of public duty and the strict sense of discipline which at present animate 
those splendid services which are responsible for peace and good admi- 
n'stration throughout the length and breadth ot this vast country. 

Sudar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : I have listened with great 
surprise to the strained speech which came from my Honourable friend 
Mr. Anklesaria. If it were not for the fact that I felt convinced that he 
was speaking from his conviction, 1 w’ould have thought that probably he 
was not serious about what he was saying. My friend has jumbled to- 
gether various items in his speech, which will be very surprising if they 
are analysed individually. My friend has stated that the law as enacted 
in section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code is a preventive provision. 
It no doubt is, and he has stated that prevention is better than cure. 
No doubt that is true, but the question still remains whether these pre- 
ventive provisions in the Criminal Procedure Code tend to maintain the 
liberties of the subject or tend to restrict the legitimate actions of indi- 
viduals. Before discussing the main provisions of this section, I will sub- 
mit for the consideration of my Honourable friends wdiether there is any 
i^uch provision in any criminal code of any other country in the world. So 
far as 1 have been able to find out, 1 have not been able to lay my linger 
on any other code which contains a provision similar to this. The reason 
is quite obvious, because this section deviates from the principle of British 
•criminal jurisprudence. The criminal jurisprudence mainly deals with 
punishing the acts or omissions of individuals, and ib is only in those cases 
where another individual is threatened with felony or with a similar 
offence, that the criminal law is set in motion and stops the hand of the 
suspected offender. Now, this section 144 really does not do so. It 
actually tends to prevent the lawful activities of individuals or associa- 
tions. My friend has again stated during the course of his speech that the 
ex parte method of proceeding under this section is of that nature which 
if removed will affect the powers of the police and the magistracy to such 
an extent that a breach of the peace will bo the likely result. Now, if 
my friend had studied the rulings of the various High Courts given under 
this section he would have come to know that this 
section gives power to the Magistrate to pass an ex 
parte order only in very emergent circumstances and such an order is 
not contemplated in ordinary cases. You will find cases in the Weekly 
Eeports, where it was held that ordinarily the party against whom an 
•order is made should have an opportunity to show cause against it. Evi- 
dence shall be recorded and witnesses examined, and then only in urgent 
cases may an order be passed ex parte. Ex parte orders are not contem- 
plated in the first instance and only in very rare cases arc ex parte orders 
permitted. In the very recent cases cited by my friend Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, an ex parte order has been passed in very innocent affairs, and 
what we find from the present motion proposed by my friend Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh is that this ex parte order, if necessitated at all. will remain 
in force only up to 48 hours. After that, of coiyse, evidence could be 
recorded, and after recording evidence, the necessary orders may be 
passed. So the amendment proposed by the Bill does not take away any- 
thing which is already there. It only wants to explainf the provisions as 
they already exist, and this explanation has become necessary owing to 
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the fact that the section has not been properly used by those who are in 
charge of the administration. Further we find, when we see how this 
section is worked, that the police reports the case to a Magistrate and the 
Magistrate quietly passes his orders on that without caring to know what 
evidence the police had at the time. The result is that, before a person 
knows wliat is against him, he is silenced by the service of an order on 
him, and thus the lawful activity of a particular individual is restricted. 
We have found during the last year or so that when a person comes to 
give a public lecture in a particular city, the city is decorated in his- 
honour and he is received with open arms. All at once a bombshell in 
the shape of an order under section 144 falls on the pretext that his arrival 
in the city is likely to disturb the public tranquillity. Now, one fails ta 
understand how the very public w^hich decorates a city and its hearths 
and homes in order to honour a man whom it respects in the highest 
degree can be guilt}" of a breach of the peace when he arrives there. This 
IS incomprehensible. Really what happens, and really what has led to* 
the abuse of the section, is this, that in the present state of political 
agitation and unrest, there have been two distinct parties existing side by 
side in the country. One party is the Executive, and the other party is 
the people s party who want to protect their liberties. The Executivcr 
being afraid of the lawful activities of individuals and being unable to 
(‘heck them in any lawful manner, use this section for their own ends and 
prevent the lawful activities of those individuals. Well, this certainly 
calls for an amendment of the section so that it should bo made clear to 
all the Magistrates and other authorities that this section is not intended 
for this purpose. Thus, in clause (3- A.) my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, has made it quite clear that: 

'^Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, no order under this section shall 
be made by a Magistrate so as to restrict the right of any person or persons to convene,- 
sttend, or take part in any public or political meeting, association, procession, or 
other demonstration, unless the Magistrate finds an evidence duly recorded that such 
direction is necessary to prevent obstruction, annoyance, or injury to any person lawfully 
employed, or danger to human life, health or safety, or a disturbance of the public 
tranquillity, or a riot, or an affray.” 

Now herein there is no emergency. A person has already announced that 
he is coming to a town to address a meeting there. His programme is 
already announced in the papers. He does not come se.cretly, and he 
comes (jpenly. Well, meanwhile, the Magistrate is called upon to re- 
strict his action under this section. There is no emergency. There- 
is nothing of that sort which will lead to a public affray. Therefore, it 
is absolutely necessary that in such cases the political activities of indivi- 
duals, who probably are not welcjomed by a particular section of the ser-^ 
vices, shouhl not be restricted till the evidence is duly recorded in a legal 
manner. Then, again, my friend who opposed my friend, Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh’s motion, says, “this section has been in existence for 70 
years, and should not be changed now because it is probably too old to 
be changed.” (Laughter.) But T think. Sir, that this argument goes, 
against my friend rather than in his favour. A piece of legislation 70 
years old does require h change when the circumstances in the country 
have changed so materially during the last two years. At this time when 
wc find- that a particular section of political workers refuses to take any 
notice of the course of the administration of justice, it becomes all the 
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greater a duty of the courts to inspire confidence in the public that justice 
is administered, not that justice is denied to them, and it is greatly in- 
cumbent upon the executive authorities to re-establish the confidence of 
the public in the administration of justice. Therefore, Sir, any change 
which is brought forward at this time to restrict the arbitrary action of 
Magistrates or the police should be welcomed by them and should not be 
■opposed. Furthermore, I quite agree with tlie maxim of my Honourable 
friend, that it is not the administration of justice alone but the general 
feeling that justice is being administered which is more important and 
more valuable for any (roverninent in any country. Lastly, T would res- 
pectfully urge that it is now time that such amending Bills slimild be wel- 
comed, so that any law which restricts the just liberty of any subject should 
be modified in such a manner as to enlarge the liberties of the subject. 
Therefore I support the Bill wliich has boon introduced by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. (lava Prasad Singh. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs: Muliannnadaii Urban): Sir, if 
the object of this amending Bill was to substantially wi'ake^n the provisions 
of section 144 of the Criminal J'rocedure Caxle, not to say of repealing that 
section, I should not think of supporting it for one Tuoinent. I think a 
great deal of misconception has arisen with ref(‘renee to tlui scope of this 
Bill wliich has been introduced by my Honourable friend, Mr. (lava Prasad 
Singh. There can be no doubt that, owing to the somewhat vague and 
e.ertainly very general and wide language of section 144, there has been 
considerable uncertainty in its application to various case's that arise from 
time to time. Even one who has had to deal with this section has to ad- 
mit that in many cases the section has been misapplied, and that has 
been jiractically admitted from all sections of the House. If that he so, 
it seems to me, having regard to the way section 144 has helm applied 
recently, that it ought to be amended so as to ])reveni misapplications of 
tlie nature that liave aroused so much opposition in the country. Now as 
I understand the amending Bill, it is directed entirely to preventing inter- 
ference with hona pde public meetings and associations. That ig the 
<')bject of the Bill as 1 understand it. Tf that be so, 1 do not. think there 
will he many Members of this House who would bo inclined to oppose it. 
Now, so far as the prevention of breaches of the peace or of danger to pro- 
perty and the lives of persons is concerned, there can be no two opinions 
that there should be some weapon in the hands of the authorities in this 
country^ the magistracy, by which speedy prevention might bo secured. 
We know Unit in these days the Magistrates ought to liave power to achieve 
and to secure tranquillity and peace in the country. Sir, T am looking 
forward to the time, T believe every one of us is looking forward to the 
time, when there will be complete provincial autonomy in the provinces, 
which means throughout the length and breadth of India and T am sure 
the judicial authorities and the executive authorities will feel the need of 
liaving some measure which they can resort to in times of apprehended 
trouble. For that reason especially I should be lotli to deprive the future 
Government of any' useful me«asure of this character which is designed to 
prevent breaches of the peace or apprehended danger to people s lives and 
property. But, Sir, having in view especially the political developments 
in the country and the constitutional advance that we are all eagerly 
-expecting, I shdul'd be very much disinclined , to see that there should be 
in the Code any provision which would prevent ahy expression of 
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political opinion, because in the times to come, free expression of political 
opinion will become then far more necessary' than even now. If the party in 
power, for instance, were to have ready at their hands a weapon of this 
character which is so liable to be applied against political opponents, it 
would augur ill for the administration of the country in the near future. 
Sir, I think there are very cogent reasons indeed why this House should 
carefully consider the provisions of this section and wherever it is too 
indefinite and too wide, it should be amended by appropriate words. Now, 
Sir, I do not wish to commit myself or the Independent Party, of which I 
am privileged to be the spokesman, to the exact wording of the amending 
Bill or to the exact proposals contained in it, but what w’^e do support is 
this, that section 144 should be so amended so as to prevent in the future 
any use of it to curtail the liberty of the people to hold public meetings 
or to carry on any political agitation having for its object, not the com- 
mission of any crime nor the commission of breaches of peace. As re- 
gards the details of this Bill, I do not want to enter upon any discussion 
now; but I think it is eminently a matter which ought to be considered by 
a Select Committee (Hear, hear). A Select Committee has been proposed 
and I do not think, Sir, any good purpose will be served by having the 
Bill circulated for public opinion. It is really a matter of proper draft- 
ing. We know that certain provisions of the Bill are liable to be mis- 
applied on a very large scale and it is to correct that, this Bill is sought to 
be incorporated into the law of the country. Take for instance the main 
provisions of the Bill, section 3-A. The whole idea is to prevent the law 
under section 144 being applied to restrict the rights of public meetings 
and public associations. Now, Sir, I do not think that any person can 
reasonably object to the perfectly sound argument that has been advanced 
by Honorable Members opposite that mere mis-application of the law in 
isolated cases is no ground for repealing the law. That is a perfectly 
correct proposition, but at the same time when we find that a particular 
provision of the law is couched in such wide terms that it is liable to be 
misused on a very wide scale, then the public has a right to insist upon 
that law being properly amended and that is exactly the position in this 
case. I do not think any one can deny that public opinion for some time 
for the last 10 or 20 years has been greatly stirred by the use that has 
been made by a number of Magistrates all over the country of this section 
144. There is strong public opinion in this matter and I do think, if for 
nothing else, in order to satisfy that opinion, this House should consider 
whether it cannot be properly amended and whether such amendment would 
not improve the section. 

Now, Sir, as regards the provision that no ex parte order should be 
passed unless evidence has been dulv recorded in support of such an action 
being taken, I do not think that the object of the section would be frus- 
trated bv that. (Hear., hear.) I am perfectly aware that immediate pre- 
vention in certain cases is necessary, but the section itself as it stands at 
pr^^sent savs that the Magistrate ought to pass a wrritten order recording 
the facts which have justified him in taking action and serve the order 
cn the parties, except in cases of absolute emergency when there is no 
time for it. If that be so, it follows, as it ought to, that a certain time must 
e^anse before the order comes info operation. That being so, it is not 
clear to me that .there can be any difficulty on the part of the Magistrate 
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in recording some evidence, putting on record the evidence which has in- 
duced him to take this action. I do not think that need cause any un^ 
necessary delay. The police, I take it, will be the informants in most cases 
and their evidence may be recorded. 

Then, this Bill seeks to provide also an appeal against that order, 
whether i^ be an appeal or a revision it makes no difference. But under 
the section, as it stands at present, it is impossible, it is very very difficult, 
for the revising court, the High Court or the Sessions Judge, effectively to 
revise an order of this nature. Every legal practitioner must be aware 
that in a large number of cases, the High Court has to say, ‘*Well, there 
are the facts recorded; we cannot go beyond that. We are not required 
to go into the evidence. It is for the Magistrate to decide whether a 
case has arisen under section 144 or not and there the matter rests’*. But 
if there be some evidence on record, then the High Court Or the Sessions 
Judge would be in a position to say whether, as a matter of fact, there 
was good ground for the Magistrate to proceed under this section. As 
it is, as the law stands at present, T am absolutely sure and my Honour- 
able friend, the Law Member would bear me out, that it is veVy difficult 
for the High Court to revise an order of this nature, especially in case of 
political meetings or associations. Surely it is desirable that if the Magis- 
trate is really of opinion that some action should bo taken in the interest 
of public safety, then he ought to put on record the evidence on which 
he has formed that opinion. If he does that, then if the persons who are 
affected by that order challenge that order, they can move the High Court 
or the Sessions Judge to revise it; and then if he has a good case, surely 
the Magistrate’s order would be set aside and ought to be set aside. As 
regards the exact period for which the ex-parte* order should last, my 
learned friend has suggested 48 hours. So far as we are concerned, we 
are not prepared to commit ourselves to the exact period mentioned. That 
is a point wliich ought to be considered in the Select Committee. I 
think, Sir, there is really a very good case made out for reconsidering the 
scope of section 144, and I think it is a very sound and reasonable pro- 
position that section 144 should not be used recklessly by the Magistrates 
so as to hamper the people in their ordinary legitimate political activities. 
For these reasons I support the Bill. 

Mr. Khurshed Ahmad Khan (United Provinces : Nominated Official^ : 
^Sir, the Honourable the Mover of the Bill alleges that section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code has been grossly abused for suppressing political 
agitation. I do not think, Sir, that the Honourable the Mover is justified 
in condemning magisterial action in this wholesale fashion. He cited a few 
instances of the application of section 144, and even if the facts alleged 
by him are accepted as correct, I am certain Honourable Members will not 
be led to believe that the abuses referred to by him are the order of the 
day. Moreover, Sir, it is not fair to a Magistrate to judge the motive of 
the action taken by him by the results of the order passed by him under- 
section 144. It is conceivable that in certain cases it may appear in the 
light of subsequent events that the order under section 144 was not called 
for; but as Honourable Members will admit, a Magistrate is after all a man 
with all the limitations of a man. He passes an order under section 144 
on the information in his possession at -he time o^ passing the order. He 
does so in perfect good faith. He apprehends a breach of the peace. It 
is quite likely that later on he may find that the apprehension was not 
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justified. But this does not mean that in passing the order he abused his 
power. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to tJie provisions of this Bill. It would appear from 
the Statement of Objeets and lieasons that the Honourable the Mover is 
particularly anxious about restricting magisterial discretion in passing 
orders under section 144 in respect of political activities. But clause 2(1) 
of the Bill does not confine itself to political activities alone. The provi- 
sion is intended to apply to all public or political meetings, associations, 
processions and demonstrations as well. The procedure prescribed for 
<lealing with the above-mentioned activities is that the Magistrate should, 
before taking action, duly record evidence in order to satisfy himself that 
action under section 144 is called for. It is further provided that cx-parie 
orders shall not he passed without duly recording evidence. It is also 
provided that an order passed ex-parfc under section 144 shall not last for 
more than 48 hours; and lastly it is provided that an appeal sliall lie from 
an order passed under sub-section (6) to the Court of Session. 

I propose to (examine each provision separately. 

As regards the proposal that the Magistrate should record evidence 
before passing an order under section 144, 1 would submit that the 

Honourable the ^Mover has not properly appreciated the difficulties with 
which a Magistrate is faced when he has to lake action under that section. 
If the Honourable the Mover will calmly reflect on the (fonseqnences that 
arc sure to follow if this measure were brought on the Statute Book, 1 am 
almost certain that he will not press for its acceptance by the House. It 
requires no great imagination to piclnri‘ the predicament in which the 
Magistrate will be placed if he is najiiired by the law to sit down and start 
recording evidence when passions are excited, disruptive forces are threa- 
tening the public peace. Sir, I can assure Honourable Members that 
I am not trying to overdraw the picture. 1 have been a Magistrate myself, 
and 1 think I can speak for ITonourablo Members who have experience as 
Magistrates that I am not overdrawing the picture; and my own experience 
is tliat had 1 been compelled under the law to follow the procedure which 
is prescribed in tlie amending Bill, the salutary provisions of section 144 
would have been rendered completely ineflicacioiis. 

Apart from this, I am not quite sure what sort of evidence the Honour- 
able the Mover has in view. So far as my knowledge goes, evidence can be 
recorded in three ways. Firstly, — am open to correction, — section 164 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code provides that statements may be recorded of 
witnesses who may turn hostile. Then again evidence may be recorded 
under section 262 by way of preliminary inquiry. Then, Sir, evidence may 
be recorded eitlier in a summons case or a warrant case. T liave given 
careful consideration to the proposition of the Honourable the Mover and I 
am sure he does not intend by the term “evidence duly recorded” that a 
regular trial according to the procedure laid down for the trial of a warrant 
case or a summons case should be held. Such a course would be obviously 
impossible. All that could be done is to record statements on oath, and 
here the question arises — whose statements? There is the Magistrate who 
gets information that a riot is about to take place. Who brings this in- 
formation to him? Tn*99 cases out of a 100. it is the police officer. T ask 
the Honourable the Mover whether he would be satisfied if the statements 
recorded by the 'District Magistrate or the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 
whatever the case might be, are the statements of police officers or of 
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witnesses produced by police officers. If he says. “Yea", I would ask him 
in all seriousness, whether it would not be a sheer waste of time to do so. 
Where is the District Magistrate going to get the witnesses from ? He gets 
information either from the police officer or from some other source, and 
1 suppose that source will be called tainted, because the Honourable 
the Mover has no faith in the good intentions of the magistracy. I should 
certainly think that, instead of . wasting his time in sitting down and re- 
cording evidence while a riot is about, to take place and the public peace is 
threatened, the Magistrate should pass orders on the information he has 
received; and under the law he is required to state his reasons and the 
material facts of the case, which in the difficult situation he has to deal 
with is all that he can reasonably bo expected to do. Instead of recording 
evidence as suggested by the Honourable the Mover, it would be far more 
desirable, for the Magistrate to go at once to the spot and stop the 
trouble, and I think every sensible man would recommend this course. 
The course suggested by the Honourable the Mover is impracticable and 
will lead to unhappy results. The fact of the matter is that no country in 
the world can be properly governed if the officers entrusted with the ad- 
ministration are not given a fairly wide margin of discretion, of course, with 
certain reasonable safeguards. The question is whether the measure intro- 
duced by the Honourable the Mover removes the defects which may be 
present in section 144 as it stands. I maintain that it does not, and 
instead of making things easy for the Magistrates, or for the matter of that 
for the public or the persons concerned, it will make the work of the Magis- 
trates much more difficult, almost impossible at times. 

I now take proviso (a) of the Bill. It says: 

“Provided that no fi® parte order shall be passed by a Magistrate in such cases 
witlKJUt evidence duly recorded.” 

This provision, Sir, is absolutely redundnnt, because the cases contem- 
plated therein arc already covered by the main clause which I have just 
discussed. This is my view and I am open to correction. 

The third point for consideration is the proposed curtailment of the 
period for which an order under section 144 may be enforced. I find no 
good reason for showing partiality to an ex parte order. As far as I am 
aware, and I am open to correction; the. only dilTerence in law betw’cen an 
ordinary order and an ex parte order is that an ex parte order under section 
144 is not served on the party or parties concerned, but so far as the opera- 
tion of this order is concerned, I fail to sec any difference whatever, whether 
it is passed ex parte or otherwise. It will have the same effect so far as 
the maintenance of the ponce is concerned and so far as the liberty of action 
of the person against whom the order is served is concerned. I fail to see 
why insistence should be made on curtailing the period of the order passed 
under section 144 from two months to 48 hours. As Honourable Members 
will have no difficulty in realising it is nt times absolutely impossible to 
serve an order under section 144. Suppose an angry mob is bent on loot 
and arson. The Magistrate gets the information that, this is happening, 
say 40 miles away from the headquarters. The police officer comes and 
gives the information. What is the Magistrate going to do? He cannot 
serve an order on the people who are about to commH breaches of the law. 
Immediate action is required. I do not see why only an cx parte order 
passed in such exceptional circumstances should remain in force only for 
two days. It is very likely, as was pointed out by one speaker, that if the 
period' is reduced; ixiUdhieftnakers might make capital oui of it. 
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Now, Sir, the last clause, which provides for an appeal to the Court 
of Session. I have carefully road sub-section (6) of section 144 which runs 
as follows: 

*'No order under this section shall remain in force for more than two months from 
the making thereof; unless, in cases of danger to human life, health or safety, or a 
likelihood of a riot or an affray, the Local Government, by notification in the official 
Gazette, otherwise directs.” 

Now clause 2(2) of the Bill states: 

”An appeal shall lie from an order paased under sub-section (d) to the Court of 
Session.” 

Honourable Members will see that a Magistrate passes no order under sub- 
section (6). How can, then, an appeal be preferred as provided in the Bill? 
The Honourable the Mover in the excess of zeal provides a remedy for an 
evil which does not exist. 

In conclusion, Sir, T would like to read a portion from the speech made 
by Bao Bahadur C. S. Subrahmanyam who was a Member of this House 
in 192B, when a Bill to amonfl section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
was under discussion. He said in the course of his speech : 

“After all there is a good deal of confusion .and error about the right of public 
meeting and all thnt sort of thing. Where do we zet this right? Which constitutional 
lawyer has told you that you have a right of public meeting? I can quote you Pro- 
fessor Dicey. He will tell you that what is called a right of public meeting is not 
the right which you have been describing here in this Assembly and a question like 
that is not a question which can realLy be disenssed in this Assembly. As for the rights 
of public procession and public meeting, you hove re^id Professor Dicey just as well as 
I have. But if for a moment you want to rise to heights of eloquence and appeal to 
the sentiments and feelings of Honourable Members here, you may, I suppose, say that 
our rights are being disturbed if action is to be taken under this section. But what 
will happen? A Magistrate passes an order and yon go to the Sessions Judge.” 

I especially want to draw the attention of Honourable Members to this 
particular passage. 

“A Magistrate passes an order and you go to the Sessions Judgo. What materials 
will the Sessions Judge have before him for examining the propriety of the order? 
The Magistrate does not record detailed evidence; he has information and knowledge 
of all kinds placed before him ; many n thing is said before him which helps him in 
forming an opinion; often he has his own private information and ideas; he knows 
the district, the area in which he is working and the temperament of the parties to 
the dispute. Those are the conditions under which an order like this would he passed ; 
and if you ask the Sessions Judgo to examine that order, how can he do it? That is 
the real point. Suppose the Sessions .Judge disagrees with the order of the District 
Magistrate or tho Magistrate who has taken action under this section, and he passes 
an order saving that the meeting may bo held. What will happen? The Magistrate 
is responsible for keeping the peace, but he is told that a particular sect is to he 
supported in tho exercise of its right to hold a meeting. In other words, he has to 
muster a sufficient force to support these people at a public meeting and so uphold the 
order of tho Sessions .Tudne who had upset the Magistrate’s order. Is that feasible 
in the districts? Has a Magistrate got sufficient forces under him for these sort of 
skirmishes? Let us examino both sides of this matter. Do not let us assume hastily 
that a Magistrate always exercises this power erroneously. That is not a fair assump- 
tion to make in arguing on a legislative enactment. If this Assembly were here 
discussing the particular case of Magistrates, then it would be a different matter. But 
when a change in the law is proposed, are we to set out with the assumption that 
.a large number of these responsible men are going to use their powers erroneously and 
that therefore the law must he hedged in in various directions?” 

To sum up. Sir,^ I will submit that clause 2(1) of the Bill is injudicious, 
unworkable ftnd ill- conceived. Proviso (/i) is absolutely redundant and 
proviso (h) is in my opinion alto"etbor indefensible and clause 2 is. as ‘T 
have already pointed out, a remedy for an evil which does not exist. I, 
therefore, strongly oppose the motion. 
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S6V6Tal Honourable Members: The question may now be put. 

Mr. President: Closure has been asked for, and 1 am inclined to accept 
it on the ground that the matter has been discussed fairly fully and that 
the agenda before us is a very long one. I leave it to the House to decide 
whether they want to continue the debate or whether they wish to go to 
vote on it. {Some Honourable Members: “Vote, vote.“) I have now 
to put the question that the question be now put. * 

The Assembly divided: 
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Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Maswood Ahmad Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. 0. 

Mujumdar, Sardar Q. N. 

Pandian, Mr. B. Rajaram. 

NOES-63. 

Acheson, Mr. J. G. 

Alexanrier, Mr. W. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khui 
Bahadur Malik. 

Aiiklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Anwar-ul'Azira, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ayyangar, Diwan Bahadur V. 

Bhashyam. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Baharji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Baum, Mr. E. F. 

Bhargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 

Boag, Mr. G. T. 

Chatteriee, The Revd. J. 0. 

Cirerar, The Honourable Sir James. 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fazl-i-HusaTn, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur M^an Sir. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. 0. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

G Wynne, Mr. 0. W. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. B. L. 

Heafheote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. (>. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan. Lt. Nawab 
Muhammad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsfngji. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

The motion was negatived. 


Puri, xMr. B. R. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami, M. R. 

Jliijah, Raja Sir Vasudeva. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Redds Mr. P. G. 
lluy, Kumai* G. R. 

Sadiq Hasan, Shaikh. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, R^i Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Pa)idit S. N, 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 
iShahani, Mr. S. C. 

Singh, Kumar Guptoshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rial Bahadur. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U. 

TTppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


Jawahar Singh. Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Khurshed Ahmad Khan, Mr. 
Macmillan, Mr. A. M. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 
Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maiilvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur. M. C. 

Rao, Mr. M. N. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shillidy. Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E: 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Tin Tut, Mr. 

Waiihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 
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Mr. PiBBident: The debate will continue. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Kural) : 

j p ^ Sir, there is no one in the House who will deny that there have 
been cases in which this law lias not been properly applied; 
there is no one in the House who will say that there has been no miscar- 
riage of justice, because in the matter of administration of justice people 
have got different views and each officer applies the law according to his 
own view, and there might be cases in which there might have been mis- 
carriage of justice, and this depends entirely upon circumstances and upon 
the views of the particular individual officer who applies the law. But, 
Sir, here we have to remember that the law which is sought to be amend- 
ed is a permanent measure on the Statute-book. It is not a temporary 
law, but it is a permanent law, and when we change a permanent lew, 
we must examine its provisions properly and thoroughly and we should 
not be guided merely by our political sentiments, but we should see that 
our permanent law is not subordinated to the whims and caprices of the 
opinion in the country. The permanent law must stand on the Statute- 
book in such a manner that it will not be altered to suit the sentiments 
of a particular party which might come into power at a particular time, 
otherwise the law will be used like a football rather than as a law. 

Now, I have examined this Bill very carefully and what do I find? I 
find that my Honourable and learned friend w'ants the law to bo altered 
in such a manner that on the very face of it one can say that it is not 
meant to be used for the proper administration of justice but that it is 
meant only to suit a particular view point of a particular movement which 
exists in India at the present time. If that is so, Sir, as soon os these 
circumstances change, my friend will bring in another Bill to alter the 
law which he now seeks to introduce. {An Honourable Af ember: “Change 
of time.”) That kind of thing, Sir, is not conducive to progress of any 
country, and it is bound to lead to many evils, and those evils will surely 
arrest the progress of the country. 

Now, Sir, I want my Honourable and learned friend to convince me that 
his Bill will improve the existing law. I say. Sir, that it will not improve 
the existing law even from his own point of view. It says “to restrict the 
right of any person or persons to convene, attend or take pari in any public 

or political meeting “ I want my Honourable and learned friend 

to explain what he means by a “public meeting”. Of course, one can 
certainly understand what is meant by a political meeting, but what is a 
public meeting? For what purpose is it convened? And for that purpose 
he wants the Magistrate to duly record evidence before passing any order. 
Probably “by duly recording evidence” he means that certain witnesses 
should be called by a process, they must be administered the oath, the 
other party must be given an opportunity to cross-examine them in the 
ordinary way, and so on. That is the way by which you can “duly record 
evidence'’. Of course, there can be no such thing as evidence when you 
record a particular statement of a man, and evidence in any case, whether 
it is recorded ex parte or in the presence of another person, is different 
from a statement, and when you duly record an evidence, 'you want a 
certain procedure to be gone through before any action can be taken by the 
Magistrate. Then my friend wants another change to be made in the 
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existing law. Supposing it is proposed to hold a public meeting, the 
object of which may be known only to the Magistrate or the police, and 
which may not be known to the public, and the Magistrate might feel 
that by holding such a meeting the pence of the district would be disturb- 
ed. At that time my Honourable and learned friend wants that the 
Magistrate instead of taking action then and there, should issue a process 
to certain individuals to attend his Court and give evidence, should sum- 
mon the conveners of the public meeting, those conveners of the meeting 
should also be present to examine those Witnesses whom the Magistrate 
might be pleased to summon and then bring certain other witnesses in 
defence to contradict the evidence of those who have given evidence against 
the conveners, and so on. If that is my friend's object, if that is the law 
which he wants, then I think the House will at once reject the Bill that 
my friend has placed before it. 

Then, Sir, there is one other thing. What is a public meeting? How 
does it take place? What do we find uow-a-days? A man sits in a tonga, 
a hired tonga, he has a drum with him, and he goes about beating it and 
announces that there will be a public meeting at such and such a place . at 
a particular time. That is called a public meeting. Now, in such a case 
my friend wants that the Magistrate should thoroughly examine the whole 
case by calling witnesses to find out whether the man who has been going 
about the streets beating the drum in the tonga and announcing the hold- 
ing of a public meeting is bona fide and whether the meeting is going to 
be held without any breach of peace. Are the public aware of what is the 
object of that ? Supposing a Magistrate comes to know at the nick of time 
that there is a likelihood of a breach of the peace, or supposing that a 
public meeting is going to be held, say, on the day of the Mohuvram, or 
Bakr-id, and my Honourable friend comes to know that the butchers of a 
particular locality are going to collect on the Id day and they want a cow 
to be decorated and taken iu the street in procession for slaughter and that 
t.hcre is likely to be a breach of the peace and that that action is likely 
to stir up the sentiments of the Hindu public, will he require that evidence^ 
should be taken about these things before they can be averted? Sir, I 
think he is mistaken there. His object will be frustrated. I can give 
examples of hundreds and hundreds of eases regarding the words which my 
Honourable friend uses, “public meeting”. The words which he has used 
are “public meeting”. That is quite different from political meetings. 
There may be hundreds of public meetings of different kinds, of different 
nature, which may be likely to bring about a disturbance of the peace or 
which might involve the city in a turmoil. My Honourable friend wants 
the Magistrate to sit and not to act and discharge his duty promptly. If 
he does not act promptly, he may be called to account as to why he delay- 
ed in the matter. I have no doubt that that state of things was never 
the intention of the Honourable the Mover of this motion when he drafted 
this Bill. Let me give another example. My Honourable friend says 
unless the Magistrate finds an evidence duly recorded that such direction 

is necessary to prevent obstruction “ What is obstruction?! do not know 

what he means by obstruction in the legal sense. !• can argue in a Court 
of law that the word “obstruction” can be used in many senses. If I 
appear on behalf of the prosecuFion, I will argue it in ope way; if I 
on behalf of the defence, I will argue it in a different way. (Laughter.) 
This word f -obstruction” 
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Mr, S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Eajshahi Divisions: Non-Muhamma- 
dan Eural): The word is there in the Code itself now. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamiin Elhan: 1 am not concerned, with the Code, but 
the Bill. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: It is there. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Again, my Honourable friend uses the 
word “annoyance”. Does not my Honourable friend know that a Magis- 
trate can use these words “obstruction** and “annoyance** 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: They are all from the Code. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: '‘or injury to any person lawfully em- 
ployed, or danger to human life, health or safety, or a disturbance of the 
public tranquillity, or a riot, or an affray** 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: I rise to a point of order, Sir. This discussion 
has proceeded as if the details of the Bill were under d,iscussion in this 
House. I beg to invite your attention to paragraph 77 of the Manual, at 
page 28, namely, that “the principle of the Bill and its general provisions 
may be discussed, but the detailsi of the Bill must not be discussed further 
than is necessary to explain its principle**. My Honourable friend is 
dealing with the Bill in minutest detail, which T submit is not appropriate 
at this stage of the discussion. 

Mr. President: I have often been faced with a point of order on those 
lines, and I have tried my best to find out the strict dividing line be- 
tween principle and detail. Tt is perfectly true that opinion might differ 
as regards what may well be regarded as principle and what as detail. 1 
felt that the matter had been discussed sufficiently fully and I therefortj 
accepted the closure. But the House is of a different opinion and I will 
therefore allow the debate to proceed on the same lines as heretofore. 

Mr. Muhammad Yarnin' Khan: Take the word “obstruction**. Suppose 
a volunteer conies and pickets a liquor shop or a foreign cloth dealer. If 
the magistrate comes to know that a particular man is obstructing, or 
for the matter of that, a few persons, are obstructing — we may call it an 
association, for two persons can form an association — if that associ:itioii 
comes to picket a liquor shop or a foreign cloth shop, that means annoy- 
ance or obstruction, and it at once brings this Bill into operation and 
the magistrate passes an order at once. Is that the idea of my Honourable 
friend? (An Honourable Member: “We don*t want it.**) But that is 
in the Bill. That is what appears from the Bill, but my Honourable 
friend’s idea is different from what appears on the paper. This Bill, as 
it stands, is not improving the law, but it is going against the law. Of 
course, certain changes may be required in the present law, but it does 
not mean that we may make any changes. Any change is not desirable, 
but what is desirable is an improvement of the law. Don’t we know what 
is happening at present? Don’t you know that certain people are suffer- 
ing on account of their convictions? Can any one deny that at present 
there are people who gre^ suffering because they do not agree with the opi- 
nions or methods of particular associations? Have we not read in the 
papers the state, of affairs in Benares? People have been shot down be- 
cause they were not willing to give up their trade in foreign cloth. Of 
course, it is open to everybody to convince or persuade people by all law- 
ful means to use gwadeshi cloth and to give up foreign cloth altogether; 
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but when the agitation comes to such a pitch that people who do not share 
the views of the men engaged in the movement are molested and the 
volunteers take the law into tlieir own hands and commit acts which in- 
stead of helping them causes injury to their cause — ^^that is what really 
happened in Benares, because a man was not willing to give up his foreign 
cloth trade he was shot dead. If such a state of things were to pre- 
vail . . . {An IIonoumblG Mcwbrr: “The case is auh judice/') It 
resembles Europe in the mediieval agi*s when people were burnt for their 
convictions, — ^because they believed in a certain way, they were burnt 
alive. Nowadays if they are not burnt alive, they are shot down for 
their convictions. Wo cannt)t allow this state of things to go on in the 
country, however laudable the object may be behind the movement. It 
takes away the sympathy of people wlum they find that the men in charge 
of the movement misapply their sentiments and resort to violence. I sub- 
mit that the Bill before us c«nnnot be a remedy for the state of things 
which prevails at the present juncture. 

When the Leader of the Opposition moved that the motion for the re- 
lease of political prisoners should be adjourned ainr die, bo did so because 
he wanted to produce a calm atmosphere in tlie country for the peace 
negotiations now going on. 1 thought that a similar motion would come 
from him on this occasion also. This is not the time when we may dis- 
cuss controversial measures. We want to discuss this coolly, in a calm at- 
mosphere and we want to have also the opinions of High Courts and the 
various political associations, bar associations and so on. That is the ob- 
ject of the amendment of my friend Mr. Anklesaria. We want to know 
the opinions of people who are engaged in administering the Act, the Local 
Governments, the High Courts, and so on. There^is no hurry at present. 
We can wait for a few months more. By the Slst August when we shall 
get all the opinions, the House will be in full possession of all the opinions, 
and then we can alter or amend the law as we think fit. I am very sorry 
that I cannot support the motion for Select Committee. I would have 
supported the motion jf the Bill was for improving the existing law, but T 
am convinced that, instead of improving the law, this Bill will spoil it. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitia: Change it in. the Select Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: The Select Committee cannot alter the 
two principles contained in the Bill. Wc do not want dilatory action. 
We want urgent action to be taken at once. Instead of putting on an extra 
sub-section, the section itself can bo amended to suit the Mover’s point of 
view. My Honourable and learned friend will be well advised 
if he would support the amendment of my friend Mr. Anklesaria. After 
receiving the opinions of the various bodies we will bo in a better position 
to vote upon this motion. Wc slioidd not be guided by the views of a few 
persons in the Select Committee, however eminent they may be. We 
require the experiences of a wider range of people. Therefore I would 
support the motion of my friend Mr. Anklesaria. 

(At this stage Mr. Studcl rose in his place.) 

Mr. President: I should like to ask Mr. Studd how long he proposes to 
take. If he is going to speak at some length, T would ask him to reserve 
his remarks to the next meeting. 

Mr. E. Studd (Bengal: European): T shall only 'take about 5 or 10 
minutes. 
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Mr« Srealdent: In that case, please proceed' with your remarks. 

lb. E. Stndd: Sir, I have listened with close attention to the speech 
of the Mover of this Bill and of those who supported him. Sir Abdur 
liahim jn his speech admitted that there was certainly a necessity for some 
weapon of this kind in the hands of authorities to deal with the urgent 
possibility of disorders, but he gave two reasons for supporting the amend- 
ment of section 144, which has been put forward. The first of these 
reasons was tliat ho was afraid, in its present wide terms, that in the near 
future when autonomy actually came into being it might be misused by 
the political party at the moment in power to suppress the political activi- 
ties of their opponents. Sir, I am ,very loath to believe that he could 
really think that any political party would attempt to use this section deli- 
berately in order to suppress perfectly legitimate activities of their political 
opponents, and I am equally loath to believe that even if they wished to 
do so, they would be able to persuade the Magistrates concerned that 
that was proper and fitting use of this section. The second reason was 
that as it stands at present it interferes with legitimate political activities. 
Sir, it is very easy to be wise after the event and to say in the light of 
further knowledge that it was unnecessary to have applied this section, 
but I submit that the decision of the Magistrate has to be made on the 
facts known to him at the time. It might easily be said afterwards that 
he need not have taken action, although he may have been perfectly jus- 
tified in the action he took on the facts which were before him ; and even 
if afterwards it might appear not to have been necessary, who can say that 
a breach of the peace might not have occurred if no action had been 
taken? At the present time, there is in the country an element of dis- 
order, an element anxious to take every opportunity of flouting Govern- 
ment and creating disorders; and llierefore it seems to me that what in 
times of tranquillity might be perfectly legitimate activity, can quite well 
be considered, under the inflammable influences which are unfortunately 
existing today, to be a danger which may lead to disorder, and therefore 
may be justly treated under section 144 now, whereas in times of tran- 
quillity such action might not be justified. Sir, the Magistrates and the 
police have an extremely thankless and difficult task to perform (“Hear, 
hear**), and I for one am full of admiration of the restraint, the discipline 
and the Ijigh sense of duty which they have exhibited in the performance 
of that difficult task. (“Hear, hear.**). (Some Honourable Members: 
“Question**.) Therefore it seems to me. Sir, that we should be very care- 
ful not to do anything which might make that task still more difficult, which 
might make them feel that they have not got our confidence and our ad- 
miration for the way they are fulfilling that task. (“Hear, hear.**) I feel. 
Sir, that the very foundation of. the Bill which has been proposed is the 
misapplication of section 144. Now if that be so, it means there is no 
inherent vice in that section, but that the Magistrate or Magistrates who 
apply it wrongly do not know their business. Therefore, it seems to mo 
that the proper remedy is not to amend the section, but rather to attempt 
to improve the quality of the authority who has to apply that section. 
Therefore I submit that if there is a feeling that the section has been 
largely misapplied, the proper remedy is to insist upon seeing that the 
people who have to apply it are properly qualified. Sir, I therefore oppose 
the Bill. (Applause.) 

The AssemblV then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
17th February, 1931, 
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Tbe Assembly met in ilie Assembly Chamber of tlie Hoiiso at 

Eleven of the Clock, Mr. Prcsiciont in the Chair. 


MEMI^EhS SWOElS’ : 

Mr. K. C. Xeogy, M.L.A. (Dacca Division: Non-Muhammadan Eural); 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir, K.C.J.E., D.B.E., IVI.L.A. (Bombay City: Non- 
Muhammadan Urban); Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, K.G.I.E., 
M.L.A. (Nominated Non-Officiial); and Mr. Albert IVhOville Ilayman, 
O.B.E., M.L.A. ((lovernment of India: Nominated OITicial). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

t50J* 

Classifications foh the Census. 

502. *Mr. Bhuput Sing ; Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) whether in connection with the present census immediaie instruc- 
tions have already been sent out to all [daces in British India, 
so that Jains, Sikhs, l^rahmos, Buddhists, and Arya Samajists 
may, on request, be classified also as Hindus; 

(h) what interpretation have they to give to the term “literate" 
so far as the present census operations go; and 

(c) whether a Pandit or a Maulvi, versed either in Sanskrit or Arabic 
will be described as life rate, even when he cannot read and 
write English? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (n) Tlie Honourable Member is 
referred to the reply which I gave to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question 
No. 80 on the 27th January, 1931. 

(h) The term “literate” as used for census ])ur|)()S(.'s means able to 
read and write a letter in any language. 

(^) The answer is in the alhnnative. 

Recruitment of Indian Examiners ok Railway Carriages. 

503. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether considerable attempts were made by the Government of 
India last year to recruit a couple of Indians studying in the 
United Kingdom as examiners of trucks, coaches, and 
carriages for some of the State Railways; 

(/;) if the answer to part (a) be in the aflirniativcj, whether tJieir 
efforts met with any success; 

(c) the sort of efforts that were made by the High Commissioner for 
India to find out two such men from among the lot of Indians 
who were then taking special training in the railways in the 
United Kingdom; and 

tThis question was witlidrawn by the questioner. 
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(d) what attempts have since then been made by Government to 
train Indians as examiners of railway vehicles, either in this 
country or abroad? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: (a) The Honourable Member is presumably refer- 
ring to Assistant Engineers (Inspection, Wagons) such as are employed 
in the Indian Stores Department. As the efforts of the Public Service 
Commission to find suitable candidates in India for these posts had 
proved unsuccessful, the High Commissioner for India was asked to 
recruit two new officers from the United Kingdom, one in 1929 and 
another in 1980, and to give preference to suitably qualified Indians, if 
available. 

(b) The High Commissioner was able to recruit only one officer, v;ho 
is a European. 

(c) The vacancies were extensively advertised by the Higli Commis- 
sioner in the general and technical Press and also notified to the various 
University Appointments Boards, to the General Managers of the Eailway 
Groups and to a large number of leading firms concerned with the manu- 
facture of rolling stock. 

(d) On the recommendation of the Public Service Commission, an 
Indian has been appointed as a Probationary Assistant Engineer (Inspec- 
tion) in the Indian Stores Department for a period of one year, and is 
now under training in wagon inspection. Indian subordinates are also 
being trained in wagon inspection work, and one such subordinate has 
been recently promoted to gazetted rank as an experimental measure. 

Numbers and Cost of British and Indian Soldiers and Officers. 

604. ♦Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the annual cost of a British soldier before the .War and at 

present ; 

(b) the cost of an Indian soldier before the War and at present; 

(c) the annual cost of a British officer before the War and at 

present ; 

(d) the number of British officers kept in excess of requirements 

in 1929-80; 

(e) the heads or items of military expenditure that have been trans- 

ferred to the civil; and 

(/) the numbers of British and Indian Commissioned officers in the 

Indian Army in 1929-80? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Ks. 805 and 1,287, respectively. 

(h) Bs. 220 and 433, respectively. 

(c) The average annual cost of a British regimental officer of the 
Indian Army, taking all ranks upto and including a Lieutenant-Colonel of 
80 years* service, was Bs. 9,128 before the war and is 14,444 now. 

(d) None, Sir. 
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(c) Sinee 1 922-28, the following items of expenditure have been 
transferred from the military to the civil estimates : 

Rs. 

(1) Establishments of the Deputy Financial Adviser, Ro.vai 

Air Force, and the Budget Section of the Military 
Finance Branch , 85,000 

(2) Charges for the Nepal Escort 49,000 

(3) Charges for the Periin Light House and coal dej^ots at 

Basidu and Bush ire 24,000 

Total . 1,58,000 


(/) On the 81st Deceinbcr, 1080, there were 8,002 British othcers, 102 
Indian ofticers holding the King’s Commission, and 4,027 Indian officers 
holding the Viceroy’s Commission. 

Number of Passengers entraining and detraining at Aztmganj. 

505. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: Will Government be pleased to state: 

{a) the number of first and second class passengers that entrained 
and detrained at Azimganj (^ity and Azimganj Junction, 
res pea* lively in 1929-80; and 

(h) the number of intermediate and third class passengei's that en- 
trained and detrained at Azimganj City and Azimganj 
Junction, respectively in 1929-80? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: A statement is being sent to the Honourable 
Member, 

The Co-operative Society of the Telegraph Department, Punjab 

Circle. 

506. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali: (a) Will Government please state 
whether the Co-operative Sociely, Telegraph Department, Punjab Circle, 
Limited at liahore, has any mofussil branches incorporated in it; if so, 
in what places? 

(6) Have any officer-bearers of the above Society at Lahore — ^paid or 
otherwise compensated — held office for more than three years consecu- 
tively; if so, (1) who and (2) for how long? 

(c) How long has the present Treasurer of the above Society held office 
continuously; (1) how long has he been attached, in his official capacity, 
continuously, to the Central Telegraph Office, Lahore; (2) is there an 
official bar of limitation iu either case aforementioned? 

(d) Are applications for loans to the Society, afore-named, always 
submitted by members through the heads of their respective offices or 
administrations? If so, is payment by the Society made in the same 
inverse order through heads of offices and administrations concerned? If 
not, why not? 

(e) Is it, or is it not a fact that the Treasurer of the above Society has 
not been remitting the actual amounts, due on loans, directly, to several 
members, as mentioned or sanctioned in their locfh applications? 
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if) Is it not a fact that loan applications by prospective member- 
debtors to the Society are discharged and also poH-receipted prior to sub- 
mission for acceptance by the said Society, even before considerations of 
sanction or rejection arc taken up by the Society's oflicials? If so, has this 
important consideration been taken into account by tlie Society's auditors 
for the last three years under audit, and payments or Society’s actual 
disbursements therefore verified in each case with remittances actually 
made against forwarding drafts? If not, why not? 

(g) If payments to members for three calendar vears, ending the 31st 
December, 1930, are not actually in accordance with loans asked for or 
sanctioned, arc Government prepared to institute, immediately, a regular 
inquiry into the matter; and will Government state, specifically, the evident 
gross shortage detected in payments made by the Society during the 
parallel period indicated above at least? 

(h) Are Pass Books issued to every member of the Society? If not, 
why not ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: (a) to (k). The Honourable Member appears to have* 
lecu misled by the. name of the Society as to the actual position of the 
Posts and Telegraphs l)(q)artment in regard to it. While it is true that 
the Society is composed of members of the ti'legraph service, with the 
Postmastei’-General, Puiijah, as President, its members elect 

their own ()tliee-hi‘ar(*rs and its business is eondiielod without veforenee 
in the Posts and Telegraphs Department by a Managing Committee also* 
elected. The llegistrar, Co-operativi* Credit Societies, Punjab, a(fts as a 
general adviser to the Society and arranges for the audit of its accounts, 
and I would suggest that if the Honourable Member desires to pursue his 
interrogations, li(‘ should do so in direct communication with that oiheer,, 
since (lovernineiit are not in ti position to reply to them. 


EstabiIstiment of District and Municipal Boards in Peshawar. 

507. *Khan Bahadur H. M. Walayatullah : (a) Is it a fact that in 
July, 1930, the Govcuaiment were pleased to promise the immediate 
establishment of District and Municipal Boards in Peshawar and elsewhere 
m the North West Frcntier Province? 

(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken in this direction during the last seven months? 

(c.) When will the election of members for the District and Municipal 
Boards take place? 

(d) Have the Government formed wards for election purposes? 

(a) How many wards have been formed for the Peshawar Municipality 
and how many District Boards have been formed in the North West 
Frontier Province? 

(f) Will the non-ofiicials be in a majority in these bodies? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) It was 

announced in July last that the District and Muni(.i})al Boards in the- 
North West Frontier Province would be rt'(;onstituted as early as possible.. 
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(6) The time which has elapsed since last »Tuly has been occupied in 
essential preliminaries, viz.^ the prescription of franchise and membership 
qualifications, the formation of wards and the preparation of electoral 
rolls. 

(c) and (/). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given 
to starred question No. 333 asked by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad in this House on 
the 3rd of this month. 

(d) and (c). The Honourable Member is referred to the Press com- 
munique issued by the -Chief Commissioner, Korth West Frontier Pro- 
vince, a copy of which has been placed in the Library of the House. 

Scheme for the Indtantsation of the Army. 

508. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Was there any scheme prepared by the late 
Lord Rawlinson about the Indianisation of the Army? 

(h) Was it ever placed before the Executive Council of the (lovernor 
General ? 

(c) Was it discussed by the Executive Council and sent up to the 
Secretary of State for consideration? 

(d) Was it considered by the War OfTTico? 

(e) Is it not a fact tliat it was turned down by the War Office? 

(/) Is it not a fact that the said scheme was not placed before the 
Sandhurst Committee? If not, why not? 

{(}) Is it not a fact that the scheme prepared by the late Lord 
Rawlinson was laid l)cfore the Army Sub-Committee of the Pound Table 
Conference, along with the Sandhurst Committee's Peport? 

(h) Is it not a fact that it transpired that the scheme of the late Lord 
Pawlinson was never placed before the Sandhurst Committee? 

(t) Will Government please inform the House who was responsible for 
this? 

(j) Is it not a fact that the opinion of the Secretary for the Army was 
taken as to the desirability of placing the Pawlinson Scheme before the 
Sandhurst Committee; if so, will Government be pleased to inform the 
House, what that opinion was? 

(k) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table now the scheme of 
Lord Pawlinson or the' scheme known as the “Lawrence Scheme"? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
answer which I gave on the 20Hi »Iaiiuary, 1931, to Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh's starred quesnon No. 208. A Ckmunittee of military officers was 
appointed in 1921, by the then (’ommander-in-tfiiief. Lord Pawlinson, to 
prepare a detailed sebtune for the Indianization of the Indian Army. The 
Committee reported on the 1 1th January, 1922. 

(l) ) and (c). Yes. 

(d) The scheme was no doubt examined departrnentally in the War 
Office, as well as the India Office, in the course of it« consideration by His 
Majesty's Government. 

(e) The decision to reject the scheme was taken by His Majesty’s 
Government as a whole. 
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(/) The scheme was not placed before the Indian Sandhurst Com- 
mittee. There is nothing on record io show whether the question of 
placing it before that Committee was considcre(l ; and I am therefore un- 
able to say exactly what the reasons were. 

{g) A sumuiary of the scheme was circulated, as a confidential paper, 
to the Members of the Defence Sub-Committee of the Indian Eound Table 
Conference last month, and has since been communicated to the Govern- 
ment of India. A summary of the Indian Sandhurst Committee’s Keport 
was also circulated to the Defence Sub-(>ommittee. 

(h) Yes. 

(?) The Government of India of the time. 

(/) The answer is in the negative. Thu last part of this question 
does not arise. 

(k) 1 lay on the table the summary which was circulated to the 
Defence Sub-Committee. Government have no knowledge of any scheme 
called the “Lawrence Scheme”. 


Snmm4iri/ of a srhfitne of /ndiunizatlon pre/turMl in W‘Jl-2Sit by a ('ommittep. of inilitarij 
offic.PTA f/ppointcfi by the C'oinman(hr-in-Chief {Lord liawlinHon). Circidnitd to Mem- 
bers of the Defence Syb-('onmittee of the Indian Bound Table Conference, 

Tho Cornniitiee have regarded it as axiomatic : 

{a) Tfiat the efficiency of the Army as an instriunent of war must be main- 
tained. 

(b) That a definite standard of efficiency must be laid down. 

\(r) That the authority to doterniine this standard of efficiency must be the 
Coiniiiander-in-Chief acting in accordance w'ith the policy of Govern- 
ment. 

{d) That the military autliorities must he the sole judges of the fitness of candi- 
dates for commissioned rank. 

(«) That the military authorities must be the sole judges of the progress in 
efficiency of Indianized units. 

(/) That the scheme of Iiidianization must be so framed as to ensure that its^ 
developiiicnt shall provide a real and fair test of the fitness of Indians 
for command in the .‘several ranks and of the fitness of Indianized units 
for war. 

Ihe Committee recommend therefore, that the complete Iiidianization of all arms 
and services (excluding Gurkhas for whom special arrangements ivill be necessary) 
of the Indian Army be carried out in three definite .stages, each of 1-1 years, com- 
mencing from 1925 

(a) First period : 1st to 14th year. 

(b) Second period ; 15th to 28th yeai\ 

(r) Tliird period ; 29th to 42nd year. 

This was reconsidered and modified to : 

(a) First period : 1st to 14th .year. 

(b) Second period : 15th to 23rcl year. 

;(c) I’hird period : 24th to 30th year. 

i.e., a total of 30 years. 

Tmt the Committee felt* strongly that they would fail in their duty if 
they did not record their opinion that it is quite impossible at present to guarantee 
tliet it will be possilde to provide this very large number of educated, trained and e-v- 
perienced officers in a shorter time than that originally recommended by them, t.e.^ 
three periods of 14 years each or 42 years in all. ’ 
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They recommend that during the first period of fourteen years : 

{a) One regiment per group of cavalry, one battalion, per group of infantry, 
and a corresponding proportion of other services be selected for Indian- 
ization. 

(b) The average number of commissions in fighting formations in the Indian 

Army to be given to Indians in each year should amount to approxi- 
mately 81 — vide Appendix I. 

(c) The establishment of a Cavalry Regiment and Infantry battalion and a 

Pioneer battalion selected for Indianization be fixed at 28 officers. 

(d) The establishment of a pack battery selected for Indianization be fixed at 

6 officers. 

(e) The establishment of Engineer units selected for Indianization be fixed as 

under : 


Headquarters companies . 
Field companies 
Field troops 
Railway companies . 
Army Troops companies . 


. 3 per company. 

. 6 per company. 
. 4 per troop. 

. 7 per company. 

• 7 per company. 


(/) The number of officers to be iKisted to the Quarter master Generars services be 
approximately 148. 

(f/) The number of officers to be posted to the Indian Army Educational 
Corps be approximately 64. 

The officers will be posted to units as follows : 

(a) Cavalry, infantry and pioneers : Two Indian officers would enter each 

such unit yearly displacing one British officer and Indian officer as at 
present commissioned. 

(b) Artillery : One Indian officer would enter each battery biennially (every 

second year) displacing either one British officer or one Indian officer as 
at present commissioned. 

(c) Engineer Units : Indian officers would enter engineer units as follows : 

(i) Heiidquarters companies : One officer every fourth year. 

(ii) Field companies : One officer every second year. 

(iii) Field troops : One officer every third year. 

(iv) Railway and Army Troops companies : One officer every second year. 

This officer would displace either one British or one Indian officer commissioned 
as at present. 

In this way, after tw'elve years, all British officers in 7 cavalry regiments, 20 
Infantry battalions, 3 Pioneer battalions, 6 Pack batteries, 1 Headquarters Com- 
pany, Engineers, 6 Field Companies, Engineers, 2 Field Troops, Engineers, 1 Railway 
Company, and 1 Army Troops Company undergoing Indianization would have dis- 
appeared and such units would be completely officered by Indians. 

The Committee further recommend that, with a view to en-suring the necessary 
supply of military qualified officers for the Quarterinaster-ficnerars and Educational 
Services, a number — approximately 16 — Indian officers should be appointed annually 
and posted as supernumeraries one to each of certain selected units undergoing 
Indianization. 

The Committee think that it will be necessary ultimately’ to post Indian officers to 
units irrespective of class, but they are of opinion that the point is not one upon 
which a definite decision can now be given and that expei;ience ••gained during the 
progress of Indianization will alone indicate the course to be follovred with a view 
to reconciling the requirements of military efficiency and possible class feeling. 



866 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[17th Feb. 1931. 


It is recommended that during the second period the numbers of commissions to 
be given annually should be increased to approximately 182, and this should provide 
for the Indianization of the following units : 


Cavalry regiments 
Infantry bittalion<4 
Pioneer battalions 
Pack batteries 


. 7 

. 40 

« 3 

. 6 


Engineer units — 


I 


(i) Headquarters companies 2 

(ii) ield companies . . • . . • • • 6 

(iii) Field troops j • 1 

(iv) Army troops companies 2 

Together with a proportion for the Quartermaster-General’s and Educational 

services, and an allowan«;e for wastage among first period officers. 

The .remaining units of the Indian Army would be Indianized during the third 
period — which if justified by experience might be shortened. 

The Committee recommend that all ancillary services be Indianized on the same 
lines as the fighting troops. 


APPENDIX L 

(i) Number of King’s Commissions to be granted, by periods with average number 

to 1)0 granted annually. 

(ii) Grand total King’s Commissions. 


(i) Number of King’s Commissions granted during each period : 


Officers, 

{a] First period — 

(i) Fighting Troops . . 937 

(ii) Q. M. G. Services 148 

(iii) I. A. Educational Corps . . , . , . . 54 

Total . 1,139 

Average annually . , 31*4 

(b) Second period— 

(i) Fighting Troops . 1,966 

(ii) Q. M. G. Services . . , • , . . 444 

(iii) I. A. Educational Corps . . • . • . . 137 


Total . 2,547 

Average annually .... . . • . . 182 

(c) Third period — 

(i) Fighting Troops. . . . . , . . . 2,561 

(ii) Q. M. G. Services . 481 

(iii) I. A. Educational Corps • . . • . • • 136 


Total . 3,178 


Average annually’ 


227 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


867 


(ii) Grand I'otal : King’s Commissions — 

Oflioors. 

(rt) First Period 

(6) Seeoml Period .... .... 2,647 

(f) Third Period . . :J,17S 

(irand Total 6,864 


1. Corps of Signals whose niiniheis are relatively small have not been taken 
into consideration. 

2. The Tank Corps, whose immbers also will prolKi’bly be small and which 
are yet undetermined ha.s not i»eeii taken into consideration. 


Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Will Government be pleased to eireulate tliat 
summary report among the Members of the AsstanhlyV 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: It is laid on the table. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: is it laid on th(‘ table? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Yes. 

Meiltincs of Advisohv Committees. 

509. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will Government please slate, year by year, 
on how many oeeasions I he Advisory Connniitues in llie FTome, C/Oirini(;rce, 
Industries and Labour, and Education, Health' and Lands Departments 
met since tlieir creation in 1922? 

(b) On how many occasions the Advisory Council for Railways met 
since 1924? 

(c) On how many occasions the Advisory Publicity Committee met? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: The information asked for is being 
obtained and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will it ht; placed on the table of tlui House for the 
information of the whole House? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I will consider after it is obtained 
whether it is of such a character that it can usefully be placed on the 
proceedings of the House. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra: ]\Ir. President, I think it is a (piesiion for the House. 
It does not lie with the Honourable MemhiT to say whethe]’ it would he 
placed on the table of the House or not. U is a (piestion of the rights 
of Members of the House. 

Mr. President: I should like to state that when a qii(‘stion is asked in 
the Assembly, every Member of the Assembly is entitled to know the 
answer. (Hear, liear.) 

Report on the Classtfioatton of Stores Accounts. 

510. *Mr. S. G. Mitra: (a) Will Government please state if they 
received “the detailed interim report to be ready early in February “ 
promised by the Controller of Railway Accounts, to ‘the Public Accounts 
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Committee about the classification of Store Accounts of the East Indian 
Railway ? 

(h) If so, when is it likely to be supplied to the Members? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The Report is in the press and 
copies will be supplied to members of the Public Accounts Committee as 
soon as possible after the Committee is constituted. 

Report on the Grievances of Currency Office Staff. 

511. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will the Honourable the Finance Member please 
inform the House of the result of the enquiry of the Jukes* Committee that 
was appointed on representation by a delegation of some Members of the 
Assembly, last winter, to report about the grievances of the Currency 
Office staff and their comparative inferior scale of pay? When was the 
enquiry made? Will the report be laid on the table? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given on the 3rd February, 1931, to Mr. N. B. 
Cunjars starred question No. 3‘28. On account of Mr. Jukes having had 
to act as Finance Secretary and Finance Member, Mr. J. C. Nixon, I.G.S. 
(formerly Accountant General. Bombay), presided over the Committee, the 
meiuhers of which were Mr. A. G. Gray, Manager of the Bank of India 
Limited, and Mr. S. N. Pochkhanawala, Managing Director, Central Bank 
of India Limited. The Committee met in November last. A copy of 
their Report has been placed in the Library of the House. The Report 
has already been published in the All-India Currency Union Bulletin. 

Redistribution of State Railway Areas. 

512. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Do Government contemplate redistributjng 
the State Railway areas which are now worked in spheres, as it existed 
during the Company-management, into more convenient divisions. 

(6) Have Government considered the question of curtailing expenditure 
by placing the headquarters in Calcutta of the East Indian and Eastern 
Bengal Railways under one management and taking similar steps wherever 
possible? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The reply is in the negative. 

(b) Government consider that the East Indian Railway, which carries 
the heaviest traffic of all the Railways in India, is quite large enough a 
unit to work efficiently without adding to it the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

They also consider that the present distribution is probably as economi- 
cal a one as can be devised in the existing circumstances. When further 
Companies’ Railways come under direct State management, it may be 
possible and neeessarv, in the interests of economy, to make certain re- 
disiribuiions beiween Railways. Tins question will be considered by 
Government when the position arises. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is the present arrangement more economical 
than the administration Recording to provinces? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am afraid I am quite unable to answer that 
question except tO say that I do not think a distribution according to 
the provinces would be feasible. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahxnad: The word “economicar* is a comparative term 
and I think that the present arrangement is not so economical as the other 
one. 


Route of the “ Blue Express 

613. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra: (a) Will the Honourable Member in charge of 
Railways please state why the East Indian Railway Howrah-Delhi Express 
known as the ‘‘Blue Express*’ does not now pass through the Agi’u-Muttra 
line? Is it not a shorter route? 

(b) Is it due to any difficulty that the Agra-Muttra portion of the lino 
is under the management of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Agent? 
Was there any difference between the two managements on this question? 

(c) Was it not convenient that the passengers could get down at the 
New Delhi Station also? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (6). The Agent of the East Indian 
Railway reports that since the 1st September, 1030, this train has been 
running via the main line between Tundla and Delhi instead of via the 
Agra-Dellii Chord line, the former route being some seven miles shorter. 
The Agent explains that this has been done as the traffic for Agra and 
Muttra by this train did not warrant the additional cost of running it by 
the longer route. 

(c) The halt atv New Delhi station ])rior to the 1st September, 1930, 
no doubt afforded a convenience to some passengers. 

Issue of Week-end Return Tickets on the North Western 

Railway. 

514. * Shaikh Fazal Haq Firacha: (a) Is it a fact that the issue of 
week-end return tickets at concession rates has been discontinued on the 
Northwestern Railway? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state, under what circumstances 
the system of issuing week-end return tickets was begun, and for what 
reasons has that been discontinued now? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a great demand from the public 
for re- continuance of the issue of week-end return tickets at concession 
rates on the North Western Railway? 

(d) Have Government considered this public demand and do Govern- 
ment propose to re-continue the issuing of week-end return tickets at 
concession rates as before on the North Wesiorn Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (rO Yes. 

(b) The issue of week-end return tickets at reducied rates was introduced 
on the North Western Railway in the hope of stimulating passenger traffic 
sufficiently to lead to increased earnings. As tliis liope has not been 
realized, these tickets have been discontinued. 

(c) The demand has' unfortunately not been sufficient to justify the 

continuance of the experiment. • 

(d) Government do not consider that this is a matter for their inter- 
ference. Railway Administrations are in the best position to determine 
to M’hat extent such facilities may be justified. 
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Appointment op a Muhammadan as Office Superintendent of the 
Office of the Postmaster General, Punjab. 

515. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many times, for how many years and under what circumstances 
can an extension be granted, after the compulsory age of retirement in the 
Postal Department under the Fundamental Buies? 

(5) Have any extensions been given to the present office Superintendent 
of the Postmaster General’s office, J^unjab, after he attained the com- 
pulsory ago of retirement? If so, how many times and for how many 
years? 

(a) If the reply to part (h) above be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the special reasons for justifying the grant of so many exten- 
sions to the said officer? 

(d) For how long a period has there been a Muhammadan office 
Siiperintendont in the Postmaster General’s olfiee, Punjab, in the last 
thirty years? 

(e) If never a chance was given to a Muhammadan for the last so 
many years to work as an office Superintendent in the Postmaster 
General’s office, are there any special reasons for that? 

(/) Are Government aware that the holding of the post of tlic office 
Superintendent by a non-Muslim officer continuously for more than 30 
years has caused gn'at discontent among the Muslims? What tiction 
do Government propose to take in the matter and when? 

Mr. H. A. Sams: ((/) I would refer the TTonourable Member to Funda- 
mental Pule 56. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) For about years. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) From the (pieslions recently put in this House, it w^ould appear that 
an agitation is on foot in this respect. Government do not propose to 
take any action as the post of Office Superintendent is ordinarily filled 
by promotion, not by outside recruitment. I may add for the Honourable 
Member’s information that some of the Muslims w^ho would have been 
eligible for the post of the Office Superintendent, Postmaster General’s 
office, and would have continued there, left that office on being appointed 
Superintendents of Post Offices, carrying better pay and prospects than 
those of the Office Suf>erintendeiit of the Postmaster General’s Office. Had 
they not left the Circle Office, there would have been a Muslim w^ho would 
have bold the post of Office Superintendent from 1902 to 1930. 

Muslim Representation in the Posts and TEiiEORAPHs Department. 

616. *Shaikh Fazal* Haq Piracha: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been invited to an article in the Muslim Outlooh, Lahore, dated 
the 5th January, 1931, regarding the deplorable condition of Muslim repre- 
sentation in the Posts and Telegraphs services? 
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(b) Will Governmeiiti be pleased to place on the table of the House 
ihe figures of the clerical recruitment in the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ments made during the last three years, showing the number and percent- 
age of the recruits from different communities in different Divisions in 
the Punjab and North West ProntiiT Province, in ihe Lahore Head Office, 
in the Lahore K. M. S. Division and in the Punjab Circle office? 

(c) In case the percentage of the Muslims so recruited falls short of 
what it should be in accordance with the instructions issued by Govern- 
ment, vide the answer given to my starred question No. 202 on the 29th 
January, 1931, do Government propose to consider the advisability of 
making an inquiry as to why Oovornment instructions liave not been 
brought into effect? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: W’iili your permission, Sii*, I will answi'r (juestions 
Nos. 510 and 518 togetlua-. (jovernmont havi; seen tlu* article in the 
Miinlhn Onllonk hut not tlie one in the HI{faH((l. With regard to the com- 
jjlaint of inade(]uate reprt'sentation of Aruslims, the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s attention is drawn to the re[)ly giv(‘u by the ironourahlo Sir 
Jihupemdra Xatli Mitra to Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim ’s starrcul qu(‘stion No. 330 
in the Legislative Assembly on the 30th January, 1029. 

As regards the eleri<ail reeruitnient , (iovernnuait do not. possess the 
information in chdail, as asked lor by tlui Honourable Member, but 1 am 
sending him separati'ly a statement giving the information in res])cct of 
the years 1928 and 1920 whieh is available, relating to the Punjab and 
N«)rll» W(‘st Frontier Circle as a whole', from which lu' will sec* that more 
than onc'-third of tlie recruits during the two years in question were Mus- 
lims, and that the orders of (lovernnient have hc'cm followed. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Is the rule of the minorities ap])lied to the 
Alusliins in the North W’est Frontier Province as wcdl? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: 1 slioiild like to have notice* of tluit ejut*stion. Hut 
1 unde*rstand that wc* de) not necc^ssarily dei)end siin])ly on questions of 
po]) Illation. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will (le)vernmenl he* ])ie‘ascd to say if 
there has been einy change of heart in the Department e'*f Indiislries and 
Jjabour since 1929 wheai the Hemouralde Sir n]mp(*Tielra Nath Mitra 
replied 1e) the question? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: It is a ve*ry difficult thing le) say whether there has 
been a cliange of heart. It would reapiiiv :\ major surgical e)p(.‘ration to 
line! e)ut. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy: Has it an\ heart at all? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of tlu* fact that the se)lemn declaration was 
imide in llie* meinth of Dccemlier 1925 by Ris Excelle-ncy llu? Ihen Viceroy, 
Lord Heading -and it was a seJc'iim eh'daration — that the Afusliins thence- 
re)rward would be* given ne)t less than 33 ])e>r cent, of llie minist(‘rial 
appointments under the* (leivernment e)f India, have any niles been framed 
for their benefit and for the truthfiiine^ss of that dc^claration and to satisfy 
the people of India and wli.y is it that during the regim6 of the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath IMitra and the present Viceroy,' Lpfd Trwin, this sort 
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of thing is being done? If the answer is not satisfactory, will they kindly 
explain their conduct in the matter of the solemnity of the promise eiVen 
by His Excellency Lord Beading? 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra: Will you kindly repeat the question? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: I will not start a school for the benefit of the Honour-, 
able Member. Sir, 1 want an answer and if the Honourable Member in 
charge or any other Honourable Member will kindly satisfy me, we shall 
be very much obliged to them. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Sir, I think the Honourable Member made a speech 
and 1 am not sure whether he asked a question. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: If the Honourable Member has been sufficiently long 
hero to study the rules and Standing Orders of this Assembly, I ask him 
to kindly exercise his ability to answer the question. If he does not, Sir, 
I take it for granted that the Honourable Member does not follow the 
rules of this Assembly. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Sir, I do follow the rules. I understand that under 
the rules questions containing inferences and asking for expression of 
opinion are not in order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it an inference or is it a solemn promise made ? 

Mr. President: 1 should like the Honourable Member to put his ques- 
tion specifically. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Js it or is it not a fact that His Excellency, the Viceroy, 
Lord Beading, in the year 1925, in the month of December, from Belvedere, 
Oalcutta, made a solemn promise and declaration that the Muhammadans 
appointed in the ministerial offices of the (rovernment of India in future 
would by no means be less than H8 per cent.? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: 1 am afraid the Honourable Member has been so 
busy constructing his speech that he has not worried to listen to my 
answer. I said that so far as the information was available I would give 
the Honourable Member that information relating to the Punjab and the 
North West Eronticr Circle as a whole, from which he would see what 
apparently the Honourable. Member did not hear, that more than one- 
third of the recruits during the two years in question were Mussalmans 
and that the orders of the Government have been followed. 


Employment op Muslims tn the Appointment Section of the Office 
OF THE Postmaster General, Punjab. 

517. * Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha: (a) Is it a fact that the Assistant 
Postmaster General in charge of the Appointment Section of the Post- 
master General’s Office, Punjab, .and the Head Clerk of the Section dealing 
with the recruiting staff are non-Muslims? 

(5) Are Government aware that in consequence of the Muslims being 
the largest community in the Punjab and the North West Frontier Province 
and in consequence of the difficulties experienced by Muslim .candidates 
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for appointment in the said Department in the Punjab and the North West 
Frontier Province there is a demand from the Muslim community there 
for Government’s appointing Muslims to the recruiting posts referred to 
in part (a) above? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in connection with the 
Muslim demand referred to in part (b) above? 

Kr. J. A. ShiUidy: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (,c). Yes, but it is perhaps not understood that the incumbenU 
of the two posts have no powers in respect of recruitment. 

Employment or Muslims in the Railway Mail Service at Lahore. 

t518. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Firacha: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article published in the Siyasat, Lahore, dated the 
30th May, 1930, dealing with the inadequate number of the Muslim 
employees in the Railway Mail Service Division, Lahore? 

(b) Were any enquiries made by Government in connection with the 
grievances stated in the article referred to in part (a) above? If so, 
with what result? 

Unsuttabhity of the Rate Contract System for Tenders for 
Stores for the Indian Stores Department. 

619. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) With reference to the reply given to 
starred question No. 158 on the 28th January, 1931, will Government be 
pleased to state whether in the schedules to the tender forms in use in 
1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30 and 1930-31 the Indian i3£ores Department men- 
tioned tlie quantities of the articles for the purchase of which tenders were 
called for? 

(b) Is it a fact that in 1927-28, 1028-29 and 1929-30 the Indian Stores 
Department used to combine the approximate requirements of a number 
of indentors with a clause in the condition of the contracts for an increase or 
decrease of 25 per cent, of the approximate quantity used to be specified in 
the schedule to the tender? If so, will they be ple.ased to state the reasons 
why the same procedure is not possible in 1931-32? 

(r) With reference to the reply to part (h) of starred question 
No. 158 on the 28th January, 1931, will Government be pleased to state 
how it was possible for the Indian Stores Departiucut to "ci a correct 
forecast of the quantities in the years 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30 and 

1930-31? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why the Indian 
Stores Department found it difficult only in 1981-32 to get an accura*^e 
forecast of the quantities? 

With reference to the reply to part (c) of starred question 
No. 158 on the 28th January, 1931, are Governuient aware that in the 
system of rate contract the manufacturers remain unaware of the quanti- 
ties that may be required of the article during the period of contract? 

(/) Are Government aware that the tenderers in the absence of any 
approximate quantities required cannot in their turn make contracts for 
the supply of raw materials required for the manufacture of the articles ? 


fFor answer to this questioo* See answer to question* No. 510. 
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If not, do they propose to enquire into the matter from the Indian manu- 
facturers? If not, why not? 

Mr. J. A. Shlllidy: (a) I regret that my reply to starred question No. 
loS on the 2(5th January, 19.31, did not fully explain the position. The 
sehednles to the tender forms issned by the Indian Stores Department for 
jaiints and varnishes during the years 1927-28, 1928-29 and 1929-30 did 
not specify any definite quantities to be purchased, nor did they specifi- 
cally provide for the purchase from the successful tenderer of any maxi- 
mnin or njiTiiniuni quHnlitics. 

IVnflf rcrs were invited to quote their i>ric;cs for the siii)i)ly of any quan- 
tities which ini^dit be requisitioned within the range of tlie scales men- 
tioned in tlie schedules. 

Vs explained in my answer (o pari {h) of staired question No. lo8, for the 
year a form of running contract was introduced. The schedule to 

the tender form issued during tlie year was similar in form to that issued 
witli the invitations to tendt‘r during the years 1027-28, 1028-29 and 

I020-fl0, but the general ('onditioris of contract issui'd in lOBO-81 were 
those adopted for running contracts. 

(h) The ap[)roximate requirements of mdentors in so far as known to 
th(' Indian Stores Department are ordinarily combined. No clause pro- 
viding for an iiicn'asf^ or decrease of 2o p(:r cent, of the approximate quan- 
tities was iiK'luded in the ("ondilions of Contracts issued with invitations 
to tender f(W i)ain(s and varnish(‘s in the years 1027-28, 1028-20 and 

1 020-80. . 

(c) It was not ])ossiblo for ih(' Indian Stores D(‘partment to get a cor* 
rect fore(*.ast of th(‘ quantiti(*s in any of tlie years mentioned by the Hon- 
(Mirable Member, 

{(1) The difficulty of obtaining an accurati' forecast of quantities existed 
in 1081-82 as in the [irevious years. 

(/) When eontraets ar(; awarded, the successful tenderers are informed 
of the approximate requirements at that time notified to the Indian Stores 
Department by indenting officers. They are also informed that any further 
requirements which may he received subsequent to the date of placing the 
contract and during the curremjy thereof will be requisitioned from them. 

(/) T have exfdaiTU'd, in answer to part (e), that at the time of placing 
contracts, the successful tenderers are informed of the approximate quan- 
tities of materials likely to be requisitioned against their contracts, and 
they can, tlKU’efore, arrange for tlu* supjjly of raw malcrials required for 
ihe manufacture of the articles. It is considiuxd that this system places at 
llu* disposal of Ind’aii manufacturers the most r('lial)le information available 
on which to base their arrangements for supply of raw materials. Gov- 
ernment do not pro])os(* to enquire into the matter, but any suggestions 
or re])resentations received from Indian manufacturers will receive very 
careful consideration. 


Alle(Mci) Violation of a Contract for the Supply of white Zinc. 

Paint. 

620. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: 1.^ it a fact that in 1930-31 while the running 
contract for the •supply pf resvdy nfixM .wh% Eino wjfe ..in; force with 



876 


QUBSTIOKS Am ANSWERS. 

Messrs. Amliold and Company, for supply to the Bombay Circle, the Indian 
Stores Department purchased several hundredweights of that material 
from a stockist in Karachi? If so, will they be pleased to state the reasons 
for violating the terms of the running contract in force in 1930-31 with 
Messrs. Arnhold and Company? 

Mr. J, A. Shillidy: During 1930-31 the Indian Stores Department 
received a demand for ready mixed white zinc paint which owing to the 
urgency of the demand necessitated a purchase from suppliers who had. 
ready stocks in Karachi. As the contractors, Messrs. Arnhold and Com- 
pany, had no stocks of the paint in Karachi at that time, and as there was 
not sufficient time to wait until supply could be made from Bombay, the 
purchase was made from a supplier wlio was able to supply from stock. 

> 1 

Aixeqed tbreoular Pcrchase oe Paint, and Allegations re the 
Rate Contract System for the Supply of Stores. 

621. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: (a) Is it a fact that a running contract was 
entered into by the Indian Stores Department with Messrs. Shalimar 
Paint and Varnish Works Ltd., in 1930-31 for the supply of paint oxide 
of iron dark genuine at Rs. 13-8-0 per cwt. F. 0. R. Howrah? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the same 
material was purchased from the same firm at Rs. 17-8-0 per cwt. F. 0. R 
Bombay while the running contract was in force with the above firm ? 

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to state the amount of loss in- 
curred to the central exchequer owing to the payment of about Rs. 4 per 
cwt. extra for the purchase of the paint oxide of 'iron from a European 
firm? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state what action did they take 
against the officer or officers responsible for such a heavy loss to the 
exchequer? If they did not take any action, do they propose to do it' now? 
If not, why not? 

(a) Do Government propose to inquire into the matter? If not, why 
not? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Indian Stores Department have changed the 
forms of running contract to that of rate contract in 1931-32? Are Gov- 
ernment aware that in the system of rate contract the Indian Stores 
Department will be immune to purchase any quantity from any firm at 
the standardised rate accepted? What is the reason for introducing the 
rate contract system? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) to {e). The information is being collected and 
will be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

(/) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I gave on the 
28th January, 1931, to part (b) of Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria’s starred 
question No. 158. 

Statement of Quantities required in calling for Tenders for 

Stores. 

622. *Mr. Bhuput Sing: With reference to the ‘reply to part (c) of 
starred question No. 169 on the 26th January, 1931, will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons why the rough estimates of quantities (without 

B 
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guarantee) based on the most accurate, information available cannot be 
mentioned in the tender forms? 


Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Eough estimates of quantities (without guarantee) 
can be given in the tender forms, but owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
even close tvpi^roximations of quantities of paints and varnish likely to be 
demanded during the period of the contract, there is a great danger that 
such estimates would prove to be misleading to the tenderers. Further- 
more, it is not known until tenders have been received and examined, 
whether contracts for any item will be apportioned between two or more 
contractors, tlius affecting the quantity allotted to each. 

Appointments of Postal Superintendents, eto.,tn the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. 

523. *Pandlt S. N. Sen: (a) Is it not a fact that, based on the principles 
of examination, all appointments of Postal Superintendents and Inspectors 
are confined to passed men only and so are the appointments of Accountants 
and Assistant Accountants in the Lower Selection Grade of Es. 160 — 250? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Director-General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, in accordance with the above principles laid down as far back as 
1927 that senior passed Accountants should get the appointments of 
Accountants or Assistant Accountants in the Selection Grade in offices 
where such appointments have been specially sanctioned and added that 
this arrangement would constitute a reward for their initiative in entering 
for the examination and would be an additional incentive to others to obtain 
the Accountant's certificate? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the orders of the Director-General were perfectly 
clear that posts of Accountants in the grade of Ks. 250 — 350 should also be 
exclusively confined to passed Accountants and there was no indication in 
the Director-General's orders issued from time to time, and in the Honour- 
able Member's reply to Mr. Kelkar's interpellation in the Winter Session 
of the Assembly in 1927, that an unpassed official happening to work in 
the Accounts Branch in the Lower Selection Grade would be promoted as 
Accountant on Es. 250 — 350 before a Selection Grade official who had 
passed the Accountant's examination? 

(d) Is it a fact that a condition was subsequently imposed that an 
unpassed official happening to work in Accounts Branch in the Lower 
Selection Grade on the 24th January, 1930, should be promoted to the 
Higher Selection Grade as Accountant before a passed official? 

(e) If answers to parts (a), (b), (c) and (d) be the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the grounds for promoting an unpassed 
official to the higher appointments? Is it a fact that an unpassed official 
is considered unsuitable for the Lower Grade appointments of Accountants? 
Do these higher appointments require higher technical qualifications? 

(/) If there are no grounds as asked for in part (a), are Government 
prepared to remove the anomaly mentioned in that part? 

(g) Arc Government aware that the subsequent condition referred to in 
part (d) has created* a serious discontent among the staff? 

(ft) If so, do Government propose to consider the question of deleting 
the said condition mentioned above? 
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Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) to (Ji). Government reached their decision in 
regard to these appointments after careful examination and are not pre- 
pared to re-open the question. 


Appointment of Accountants in the Posts and Telegraphs 

Department. 

62 J. ♦ Pandit S. N. Sen: (a) Are Government aware of the Director- 
Generars orders that the senior passed Accountants should get the ap- 
pointment of Accountant on Es. 250—350 in the Post Office but this 
arrangement should not interfere with the promotion of men now holding 
on the 24th January, 1930^ posts in the lower Selection Grade and employed 
on work connected with accounts if they are considered fit for promotion 
to the higher grade? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to have the claims of passed 
accountants to perynanent promotion as Accountant on Es. 260 — 350 
reviewed in the light of the above orders? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The orders referred to by the Honourable Mem- 
ber were passed by the Government of India and not by the Director- 
General. 

(b) Promotions w’ill follow the orders of Government. 


Rates of Travelling Allowance for Duftries in certain 

Dbp-irtments. 

525. ^Pandit S. N. Sen: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what rates of travelling allowances are given to the duftries of, — 

(?) the Office of the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs; 

(it) the Meteorological Department; and 

(lit) the Office of the Imperial .Eecords at the time of shifting from 
and to Delhi? 

(b) Will Government please state if the rates of travelling allowance 
referred to in (a) are uniform? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the negative, will Government be pleased 
to assign the reason for any difference in those raf-es? 

(d) Do Government propose to take early steps to remove the 
difference, if any, in those rates? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) (i). Duftries of the office of the Director-Gen- 
eral of Posts and Telegraphs are granted double third class railway fare 
each way at the time of their annual move from Delhi to Simla and from 
Simla to Delhi. 

(ii) and (Hi), Duftries of the Meteorological Department and of the 
office of the Imperial Eecords do not join in the movh from Delhi to Simla 
and Simla to Delhi. 

(b), (c) and (d). Do not arise. 
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Guide to the Abch^^ologioal Gallebies oe the Indian Museum^ 

Calcutta. 

526. •Pandit S. N. Sen: (a) Will Government please state whether 
it was proposed to bring out a comprehensive guide to the archaeological 
galleries of tlie Indian Museum? If so, when? 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. Spooner could not undertake the work of bring- 
ing out a guide on the ground that he was only a part-time officer of the 
Archaeological Section of the Indian Museurn? 

(c) When was a whole- time officer of the Archaeological Section of the 
Indian Museum appointed? 

(d) Has the proposed guide to the archaeological galleries been pub- 
lished? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that the present whole-time officer of the Archaeological 
Section, Indian Museum, is engaged in works connected with the Muttra, 
Sarnath and Sanchi Museums? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-f-Husain: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have no information on this point. 

(c) In May, 1921. 

(d) An introduction to the Guide appeared in 1927 as a Memoir of the 
Archocological Survey, and it is hoped to publish Volume I before the close 
of the current year. The work involved important preliminary rc-arrange- 
ment of exhibits and comprehensive study that took time. 

(e) He has been entrusted with the re-arrangement, on a chronological 
basis, of exliibits in the Arclueological Museum at Sarnath and was 
deputed for two weeks to assist in the re-arrangement of exhibits at the 
Curzon Museum of Archajology, Muttra. He has not been engaged' in 
any work connected with the Sanchi Museum. 

Extension of the Bun.DiNGS of the Indian MuseuM; Calcutta. 

527, *Pandit S. N. Sen: (a) Will Government please state whether 
a building for the zoological collections in the Indian Museum compound 
has been sanctioned, if so, at what cost? 

(b) Will Government please state whether the question of the desir- 
ability of spending so much money for the purpose in the present financial 
condition was considered? 

(c) Is it a fact that free quarters in the proposed building will be pro- 
vided for the Director and the Superintendent of the Zoological Survey 
of India? 

(d) Will Government please state whether free quarters are provided 
for the Director and the Superintendent of any other survey in the Museum 
compound ? 

(e) Will Government please state whether work in any section of the 
Indian Museum suffers because the Director and the Superintendent of 
that section do not liv^ in the Museum compound? 

(/) What will, be the monthly rent of the free quarters for the Direcbir 
and the Superintendent of the Zoological Survey of India in the proposed 
building? 
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{g) What allowances for house rent are given to ofiaeers of the cadre 
of the Director and the Superintendent of the. Zoological Survey of India? 

Qi) Will Government please state whether the Director and the Super- 
intendent of the Zoological Survey of India are given less pay than officers 
of their cadre for the provision of free quarters? 

(f) Why are they being provided with free quarters in the Museum 
compound ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: (a) Yes in 

1928 at an estimated cost of Rs. 5,12,000. 

(b) Yes, and consequently no funds are being provided for the purpose 
in next year's Budget. 

(c) Kent free accommodation in the proposed building will be provided 
for the Director, Zoological Survey of India, but not for the Superintendent, 
who will be given a house-rent allowance in lieu of free quarters. 

(d) No, but it is considered desirable that some senior officer of the 
Department should reside on the premises. 

(e) No. 

(/) It is regretted that the information is not available, but I shall 
ondeavour to secure it for the Honourable Member, if ho so desires, and 
if it can be conveniently obtained. 

(g) House-rent allowances given to officers not in enjoyment of rent- 
free quarters are governed by the Calcutta House Allowance Scheme and 
may vary from Es. 45 to Es. 200 per mensem. 

(h) and (i). No, but the salaries of these officers have not been fixed 
with regard to the high cost of securing suitable residential accommodation 
in Calcutta. The Honourable Member will observe from the Calcutta 
House Allowance Scheme mentioned in my answer to part (g) of his ques- 
tion that the grant of some special relief to officers stationed in Calcutta 
because of the expensiveness of residential accommodation in that city 
is not confined to the two officers mentioned by him. 


Purchase of Stores for the Officb of the Zoological Survey of 

India. 

528. *Pandit S. N. Sen: (a) What w^as the amount spent on stationery 
for the Zoological Survey of India in 1916-17 and 1927-28? 

(b) Is it a fact that stores were purchased locally for the Zoological 
Survey of India? If so, w^hat is the average annual amount for such 
stores? 

(c) Will Government please state whether any tenders are called for 
the purpose? 

(d) Which are the firms who supply stores and are they bona fide 
traders ? 

The Eonoorable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazM-Ensaln: (a) TEe 

Amount spent on stationery in 1916-17 was Bs. 452-9-9 and in 1927-28 
Bs. 274. 
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(h) Some stores are purchased locally. If the Honourable Member 
will give me the years for which he requires the average, I shall endeavour 
to obtain the information. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A statement giving the information required is laid on the table. 
So far as Government are aware, the iirms included in the statement are 
bond fide traders. 


Names of the firms in Calcutta from lohom su'piHy of stores is obtained locally for the 
Zooloijical Survey of India. 

1. Messrs. Adair Dutt & Co. 

2. Messrs. Baird & Tatlock, Ltd. 

3. Messrs. H. E. Metzakes, Ltd. 

4. Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co. 

5. Messrs. A. Chandler & Co. 

6. Messrs. Butto Kristo Paul & Co. 

7. Messrs. Frank Ross, Ltd. 

8. Messrs. Choong Sang & Co 

9. Messrs. Chatterji Furnishing Co., Ltd. 

10. Messrs. Lyon & Lyon, Ltd. 

11. Messrs. Lyall Marshall Co., Ltd. 

12. Messrs. D. Waldie & Co. 

13. Messrs. Hall & Anderson, Lid. 

14. Messrs. The Army & Navy Co-operative Stores. 

15. Messrs. Muir Mills Co., Ltd. 

16. Messrs. Mitra & Co. 

17. Messrs. The Packing Material Co. 

18. Messrs. E. Neivman & Co., Ltd. 

19. Messrs. John Dickinson & Co., Ltd. 

20. Messrs. The Calcutta Camera Stores, Ltd. 

21. Messrs. Das & Company. 

22. Messrs. T. E. Thomson & Co., Ltd. 

23. Messrs. J. A. Johnson & Co. 

24. Messrs. Kesoram Cotton Mills, Ltd. 

25. Messrs. Turnbull Brothers, Ltd. 

26. Messrs. James Glendy & Co. 

27. Messrs. Lawrence & Mayo. 

Representation op Mfssalmans on RAiLWAyB. 

629. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please 
state if in their Report for various Railways in India, they are prepared to 
state what has been the position of the Mussalmans in various grades— 
excluding the menials, and those who are paid wages on daily rates, and 
whose services are not permanent? 

Pardons! As I mentioned in a reply to the Honourable 
Member on the 11th erf February, the question of showing the daily rated 
men separately in the statistics already given in the appendices of the Rail- 
way Board's Report is being considered, and we wit also, see if it is noit 
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possible to show temporary employees and employees in inferior service 
separately. 

The Assam Bengal Railway. 

630. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government please 
state when the Assam Bengal Railway is going to be taken over by Govern- 
ment ? Will they further state if the losses in income of that Railway are 
due to the various items of frauds that have been detected during the last 
two years? Will Government kindly tell the House the loss sustained by 
the Company in figures? When is their Dohazari line going to be opened? 
Will they co-ordinate with the District Board of Chittagong in making the 
Bridge over the Kamafully river? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The Assam Bengal Railway Company were not 
prepared, without an inducement, to agree to an extension of the recent 
date on which their interest could be purchased; and under the contract 
the option to purchase can next be exercised on the 31st December, 1941. 

To the extent to which the losses in the last two years prove irrecover- 
able^ they have reduced the income of the Railway. Their total amount, 
is Rs. 57,415. 

The probable date of opening the Chittagong-Dohazari line is June thisr 
year. 

I am not sure that I understand the suggestion in the last sentence of 
the Honourable Member’s question. If he will kindly speak to me about 
it, I will see that it is considered. 

Railway to Patenga Point in Chittagong. 

53]. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please 
state if the railway that has been made by the Assam Bengal Railway up 
to Patenga Point in Chittagong Town is for the convenience of the public, 
or for the aeroplane people only? How much has it cost them to make 
that railway? When was that started and when finished? Is it a fact 
that the Railways have paid more money for their acquisition of lands than 
what the Government of India paid, for theirs in making the aerodrome in 
the Patenga Sands? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No railway has been made by the Assam Bengal 
Railway to Patenga Point. The remaining portions of the Honourable 
Member s question do not therefore arise. 

Retrenchment in Government Departments. 

532. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please 
state if their project to carry out retrenchments in various Departments 
under the Government of India is proving successful? What economy are 
they likely to have by abolishing the posts of orderlies from Howrah, 
Alipore and Chittagong Post Offices in Bengal? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I propose to deal fully with the 
whole question of retrenchment in my budget speech. There will be an 
average saving of Bs. 576 per annum in respect of the Chittagong and 
Howrah Post Offices. No orderly peon is attached to#the Alipore Post 
Office. 
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Recommendations of the Pdbuo Accounts CoMinTTEE, 

633. *Mr. Muhaniniad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Govemmeut please 

state if the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee, "which 
sat in Simla last July will be accepted by Government in all their bearings? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to paragraph 4 of the Finance Depjirtment Resolution 
of the 13th June, 1930, which appears as Appendix I to the Committee's 
last Report and describes the procedure for dealing with the Committee's 
recommendations. The action taken by Government will be intimated 
to the members of the Committee, througli quarterly statements, the first 
of which is expected to be ready in April next. 

Retrenchment in the Public Works Department and the 
Telegraph Engineering Department. 

534. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government please 
state if they are contemplating increasing their revenues from the Income- 
tax Department? If so, why? Have they considered the desirability^ of 
making retrenchments in the Public Works Department and in the Tele- 
graph Engineering Department, in matters of construction in the. case of 
the former and abolition of posts in the case of the latter? Is it a fact 
that in the latter Department there are several sinecure posts? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: I shall deal with the questions of 
additions to revenue and of retrenchment of expenditure in my budget 
speech on the 28th February. I am afraid that till then I cannot supply 
the Honourable Member with any details except that there are no sinecure 
posts in the Telegraph Engineering Department. 


Appointments in the Imperial ByVNK of India. 

635. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: (a) Will Government please 
state what is the relation of the Government of India with the Imperial 
Banks in the matter of administration, and also in the matter of appoint- 
ments of assistants, who ultimately become Sub-Agents at various places? 

(6) Will Government kindly state how many men were there in India 
answering the above descriptions on the 1st January, 1926, and the 1st 
January, 1931, and how many of them were Muslims? 

Too Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The question of recruitment 
to posts in the Imperial Bank of India is the domestic concern of the Bank 
and not under Government’s control. 

(b) The information is not available. 

Trade Cosimtssioners. 

636. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
Tiow many Trade Comnrnssioners are there who owe their appointments to 
the Government of India? How many of them are members of the Indian 
Civil Service? Hew many of these Civilians have business experience in 
the proper sense of* the term? 
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Tile Honourable Sir George Rainy: There is at present one Indian 
Trade Commissioner in London. An officer has also recently been select- 
ed for appointnaont as Trade Commissioner at Hamburg this year. Both 
these officers are members of the Indian Civil Service. I am not sure 
what the Honourable Member means by “business experience in the 
proper sense of the term”. Neither of these officers has personally engaged 
in trade, but both have wide experience of trade methods and practice. 

Muslim Assistants in Departments of the Government op India. 

537. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
if all the Muslim assistants in various Departments of the Government of 
India are on a temporary list? If so, why? How many years have they 
served in a temporary capacity? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: The reply to the first part of the 
question is in the negative. The other parts do not arise. 

Representation of Minorities in the Postal and Telegraph 

Department. 

638. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
if with reference to Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra's reply to starred question 
No. 100, dated the 2lst January, 1930, the Director-General's Report will 
contain a chapter regarding the representation of minorities in his Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: In reply to the Honourable 'Member’s question on 
the 21st January, 1930, Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra stated that Govern- 
ment did not propose to introduce in the Annual Report of the Director- 
General a chapter regarding minority communities but a statement show- 
ing the distribution of new recruits by communities. The Annual Report 
of the Director-General will contain that statement. 

Provision op an Additional Railway Station to the North op 

Chittagong Town. 

539. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim: Will Government kindly state 
whether the Railway Administration have heard anything from the Agent, 
Assam Bengal Railway, with regard to the location of another station to the 
North of Chittagong town? Are not tho Assam Bengal Railway people 
feeling the competition of motor cars and lorries on Dacoa-Chittagong 
Trunk Road and Eamgarh Roads, of the Chittagong District? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am making enquiries and a reply will be sent 
to the Honourable Member as soon as the information has been collected. 

Imports op Sugar into India. 

540 *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Lala Hari Raj Swarup) : (a) Is 
it a fact that India possesses about half of the t 9 tal area of the world's 
.sugar cane cultivation? 

(b) Is it also a fact that India imports sugar to the. value of about 20 
crores a year from other countries? 
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(c) What steps have Government taken to make India self-suflScieftt in 
its production of sugar? 

(d) Have Government considered the necessity of co-ordinating the 
activities of various provinces in this great, industry under one central body 
like the Central Cotton Committee or the proposed Committee for jute 
as recommended by the Indian Sugar Committee? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faal-i-Husain: (a) Not half. 

According to the most recent estimates the area under sugar cane in India 
is about 21 per cent, of the total sugar-cane area of the world. 

(?)) Not twenty. Tlie average value of imports for the past three years 
is 15 6 crores. 

(c) The lower cost of production in some countries and high subsidies 
or other artificial stimulants to the industry in others are amongst the 
complex causes which have militated against the establishment of an ex- 
tensive sugar manufacturing industry in India. The absence of such an 
industry is the immediate cause of large imports. 

(d) As stated in the reply given on the 26th January, 1931, to question 
No. 138 by Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon, the Government of India have 
for many years maintained a sugar-cane breeding station at Coimbatore, 
the seedling canes from which are now grown on over half a million acres. 
Since its creation, the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research has devot- 
ed special attention to the problems of the sugar industry. It has already 
taken action in the following directions: 

(i) The provision of a Sugar Technologist, whose services are avail- 
able to advise Indian sugar factory proprietors .and intending 
factory owners on technical matters; 

(ii) Better provision for the early testing of new varieties of sugar- 

cane in different parts of the sugar-cane tracts, and better 
facilities for their multiplication for distribution; 

(iii) Provision for experiments in four provinces of improved sugar- 

cane mills suited to village conditions; and 

(iv) Provision for more research into the pests and diseases of cane. 

Other matters of prc^lical importance to the sugar-cane growers are 
under examination by the Sugar Committee it has appointed. Of the grant 
of Rs. ten lakhs which has been made to the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research fot work on sugar-cane, the Council has already allocated 
Rs. 7,38,293 to various sugar research schemes and has under examination 
schemes the estimated cost of which amounts to Rs. 6,33, 188. A state- 
ment of the schemes which have been sanctioned by the Council has 
already been laid on the table. 

(c) In the opinion of Government, which is based on the view expressed 
by the Royal Commission bn Agriculture in India in Chapter III of their 
Report, the establishment of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 
has rendered the establishment of a separate Central Sugar Committee 
unnecessary. The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research is, through 
the Sugar Committee it has set up, taking active steps for the imprbve- 
ment of sugar cultivation and manufacture aud for the coxirdinatibn oi 
effort. 
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Maulvi Htthammad* Yakub: Are Government prepared to work out a 
scheme to give sugar-coated replies to the questions of the Honourable 
Member? (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Which Hon- 
ourable Member? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Honourable Members. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: Of the 

Assembly ? 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Yes. \ 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain: It might 

become necessary to consider the suggestion. (Laughter.) 

Import of Sugar into India. 

541. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Lala Hari Eaj Swarup) : (a) Is 

it a fact that the exports into India of beet sugar from the United King- 
dom increased in the year 1929-30 from 3,400 tons to 45,100 tons in 
quantity and from Es. 7 lakhs to Rs. 77J lakhs in value as compared with 
the previous year? i 

(6) What steps do Government propose to take to check the imports of.’ 
beet sugar into India at low prices? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) Yes. 

(6) As the Honourable Member is doubtless aware, the ques,tion of 
protection to the Indian sugar industry has been 'referred to the TarijBf 
•Board. 

Free Tran.«fer of Money between Branches of the Imperial Bank ’ 

OF India. 

542. *Mr, Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Lala Hari Raj Swarup) : (a) Are- 
Government aware that the Imperial Bank of India used to allow free 
transfers of money from one branch to another branch to their customers up- 
to a sum of Rs. 5,000? 

(6) Are they in a position to state the reasons why that facility has now 
been withdrawn? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: In January, 1930, the Imperial 

Bank withdrew the concession by which cheques on other branches of 
the Bank up to Rs. 5,000 were accepted at par, and introduced a sliding 
scale of commission on such cheques, but Agents have discretion to forego- 
the commission in cases in which it appears desirable to do so. I under- 
stand that the concession was withdrawn because it was found that in 
practice it was being abused. 

Development of Roads. ’ 

543. •Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Lala Hari Raj Swarup) : (a) Will 
Government be pleased to state in what amounts and over what Provinces 
the Boad Fund Committee has distributed its funJs since its inception? 

(b) Have any. definite schemes been framed in the Pxovinces for deve-^ 
.loping road communications? 
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(c) Will Government be pleased to publish them for the general pubUo? 

(d) What are the relations between this Committee and the Provincial 
•Communication Boards or Committees? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) It is presumed that by the Road Fund Com- 
mittee the Honourable Member means the Standing Committee for Roads 
which is elected from time to time by the Central Legislature in accord- 
ance with clause (6) of the Resolution adopted by this House on the 4th 
February, 1930. Distribution as to 90 per cent, "of the road development 
account is fixed under the terms of the Resolution referred to and is not' 
made upon the advice of the Standing Committee. A statement showing 
the amounts so distributed to the nine provinces is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement of schemes approved by the Governor General in 
Council on the advice of the Standing Committee for Roads is laid on the 
table, but the figures given are in most cases only rough estimates. Cer- 
tain special schemes for execution by special grants from the reserve with 
the Government of India have also been received and are under considera- 
tion. 

(d) None. 


Statement shewing the amounts distributed to Provinces, from the Road Development 

AcjcourU, 


Amount 

Province. distributed in 

lakhs of rupees. 


Madras • . • 10'40 

Bombay. • 25*60 

Bengal 19*30 

:United Provinces 7*00 

-Punjab . . 11*80 

Burma , 17*20 

Bihar and Orissa 4*30 

^Central Provinces . 4*50 

Assam 2*60 


Total . 111*70 
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StaUmtni of Schemes of road developm/ent approved hy the Qovemor-Q^neral in Council on 
the advice of the Standing Committee for Roads, 


Madbaq. 


Serial 

No. 

Road. 

Work. 

Total 

estimate. 

1 

A— 1 

Xathavalasa Bridge 

Rs. 

4,42,000 

2 

A—l 

Yerracalva Bridge . , . , ► • 

3,11,000 

3 

A—l 

Guridlakamma Bridge ....... 

3,60,000 

4 

A—l 

Swarnamiikhi Bridge 

4,30,000 

6 

A— 2 

Ponnaiyar Causeway 

2,61,000 

6 

A— 2 

Malattar Bridge 

38,000 

7 

A— 2 

Metalling and Construction 100 — 160 .... 

1,37,000 

8 

A— 2 

Oomukhi Bridge 

61,000 

9 

A— 2 

Manimiiktanadi Bridge 

65,000 

10 

A— 2 

Chittanatham Bridge 

89,600 

11, 

A-3 

Pennar Bridge ........ 

1,74,600 

12 

A— 3 

Chitravathi Causeway ...... 

68,000 ‘ 

13 

A— 3 

Peddayeru Bridge . 

63,000 

14 

A— 9 

Keesara Bridge • . . . • • . 

7,30,000 

15 

A— 10 

Cheyyar Causeway 

60,000 

16 

A— 14 

Ke-making ghat portions , . . > . 

3,66,800 



Total 

36,35,900 


Bombay. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of road. 

Nature of work to be done. 

Total 

estimated 

cost. 

1 

Bombay-Poona-Aiirungabad 

• 

Ferry boat and widening a 

Rs. 

84,000 

2 

Road. 

Bombay- Ahmedabad-Bajpu- 

.bridge. 

fk>nstructing missing links in 

12,32,000 

3 

tana Road. 

Dh ulia-Bhusawal'Edlabad- 

road and crossings over 
rivers, etc. 

Constructing missing links. 

2,70,000 

4 

Nagpur Road. 

Bombay- Agra Road 

river, etc., crossings. 
Constructing river, etc., cross- 

3,82,000 

6 

Karwar-Bellary Road 

ings, a diversion round a town 
and widening. • 

Constructing surface • 

1,92.000 

6 

Bombay, Goa or Konkan 

Constructing missing links and 

28,89,000 


north to south road. | 

river, etc., crossings.^ • 
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Bombay— contd. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of road. 

1 • Nature of work to be done. 

Total 

estimated 

cost. 

7 

Bcmbay-Poona-Shol a p u r - 

River, etc., crossings 

Rs. 

7,23,000 

8 

Hyderabad Road. 
Bombay-Poona-Bangalore . 

Diversion round a town, drain- 

1,87,000 

9 

i 

Karachi- Sukkur-Punjab Road , 

age works, widening, con- 
structing surface. 

10 

on the west side of the river 
Indus. 

Karachi-Sukkur-Punjab Road 
on the east side of the 
River Indus. 

► Constructing missing links and 

Approximate- 

11 

Hydorabad-Mirpurkhas Raj- 

river, etc., crossings. 

ly Rs. 3 

12 

putana Road. 

Sukkur-Shikarpur-Jacobabad- 
Quetta Road. 

Total 

- 

crores. 

59,69,000* 


Bengal. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of project. 

Ultimate 
Total cost. 

Nature of work. 

1 

Calcutta-Jessore-Road to 

Ks. 

8,83,320 

Widening, reconstruction of sur- 


Baraset. 

6,70,000 

face and strengthening Bridges. 
Ditto ditto. 

.2 

Diamond Harbour Road 

3 

Grand Trunk Road . • 

14,50,000 

Ditto ditto. 

4 

Chittagong- Araoan -T r u n k 

t A bout 

Bridging only. 

5 

Road. 

Illambazar-Dubrajpur Road. 

10,00,000 

3,50,000 

Reconstruction and bridging 

>6 

Tangail-Mymensingh Road . 

3,76,000 

Ajoi River. 

Reconstruction, widening and 

7 

Dacca- NarayanganJ Road 

6,64,000 

strengthening Bridges. 

Ditto ditto. 

8 

Pabna-Ishurdi Road 

8,10,000 

Reconstruction of surface and' 

9 

Magura- Jhenaidah • Chaudanga 

3,00,000 

strengthening of Bridges. 

Ditto ditto. 

10 

Road. 

Burdwan-Anambagh Road • 

6,00,000 

Construction of new road and 

11 

Mainmati-Barkanta-Comi 1 1 a 

7,66,000 

partial reconstruction. 
Reconstruction of surface and 


Road. 

Total 

• 

A T.l 1 

77,68,320 

strengthening of Bridges. 


♦ Excluding 3 crores for Sind. 


t Estimate not completed. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of road* 

Nature of work. 

Approximate 
cost in 
lakhs. 

1 

Boorkee-Hardwar • Class I 

Road to an important pilgrim 
contie. 

3-41 

2 

Grand Trunk Bo ad . Do. 

■i 

3 84 

3 

Delhi -Meerut Dohra Do. 
Dun. 


7- 46 

4 

Lucknow-Cawnpore- Do. 

Jhansi-Ssugor. 

^Inter-Provincial roads to be 

1-40 

0-35 

5 

Fatehpur-Saharanpur- Do. 
Ambala. 

reconstructed, widened and 
generally improved* 


6 

Jhansi-Gwalior-Agra- Do. 
Delhi. 


0* 35 

7 

G. T. R. Mirzapur- Do. 
Rewah. 

J ' 

1 0-71 

6 

Benares-Lucknow- Do. 

Barei lly- Meerut . 

.... 

5*32 

9 

Lucknow-Fyzabad- Do. 

Gorakhpur. 

Intel -Divisional Road to bo re- 
constructed, widened and 

generally improved. 

3 44 

10 

Muttra'(Agra) Bare^ Do* 
illy-Nainital-Almora. 

« • a • 

9* 70 

11 

Allahabad-Fyzabad Do* 

.... 

r 72 

12 

Allahabad-Jaunpur- Do* 

Azamgarh 'Gorakh- 


0-70 


pur. 



13 

Agra Aligarh-Buland- Do. 
shahr-Meerut. 

^ The length from Bulandshahr to 
Meerut to be taken over from 
' District Board. 

2*85 

14 

Benares -Sarnath Class II 

Road to an important archselo- 
gical centre. 

0*74 

15 

Fyzabad-Gonda-Bah- Do. 


0*96 


raich. 

• 




Total 

• 

42* 93 

• ' 


• 

■* 
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Name of road. 


Nature of work to be done* 


Total 

estimated 

cost. 


f I Grand Trunk Koad 


2 Lahore- Loralai Hoad • 


3 Delhi-Multan Road 


4 Saharanpur-Thanesar Road . 


5 Meerut-Sonepat Road 


® I Lahore-Mianwali Road 


7 Jhelum-Talagang Hoad 


8 Ferozopur-Fazilka Road 


9 Jullundur-Dharmsala Road 


10 Ly allpur 'Sargodha Road 


11 Amritsar- Sialkot Road j 


Class 1 Roads, 

. Widening and tarring the road 
surface, widening narrow 
bridges and replacing old 
wooden bridges. 

, Completing the gap of 16 miles 
between Bhai Plicri and 
Pattoki. 

, (a) Acquiring land between 
Sahuwal and Mandi Dab- 
wall. 

(6) Acquiring land between 
Mandi Malant and Abchar. 

(c) Metalling from Sirsa to 

Mandi Dabwali. 

(d) Metalling from Mandi Ma- 

lant to Abchar. 

(e) Metalling from Suleimanke 

to Pakpattan, 

(/) Metalling from Jahanian to 
Multan. 

(а) Making a diversion past 

Ladwa. 

(б) Rebuilding bridges in fur- 

longs 21/1 and 25/4. 

Connecting Baghpat with the 
Grand Trunk Hoad near Sone- 
I>at. 

Clsss II Roads, 

Making section from Khushal to | 
Mianwali motor able as an 
earth road. 

Improving the section from 
Chakwal to Talagang to make 
it motorablo. 

Improving and metalling-— 

(a) Miles 1-31 . « • 

\b) Miles 32-51 • . • 

Widening the road where it is at 
present too narrow and cut- 
ting back blind corners. 

(a) Improving and ^ metalling 

Lyallpur Chiniot Section 

(b) Improving the Chiniot 

Sargodha Section. 

Improving the road as an un- 
metalled road. 


Be. 

2,00,000 


4,21,530 


6,96,000 


7.63,637 

3,10,489 

7.46.000 

4.42.000 


1,36,546 


1,13, 4ia 


2,89,220 


5,80,232 

4,45,250 

2,00,000 


6,86,245 


2,38,991 






QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


-891 


Bzhab and Orissa. 


Name of road and 
length in miles. 


Nature of work. 


Patna-Nawft 
Bajauli-Debour (7) 
Debour-Koderma-Burhi (38) . 
Arrah-Patna (38) . 


Gumla-Palkot 

Palkot-Kolibera 
Simdega-Sunk Kiver 
J arsagada- Sambaspur 
Bridging Sunk River • 

Bridging Bonum River . 
Bridging Monagum River 


Metalling katcha portions, widening and 
general improvement. 

Converting village tract into bridged 
and drained metalled road. 

Metalling gravelled portion, widening,^ 
improving cross drainage. 

Converting fair weather tract into j 
metalled road» providing waterways j 
for Son River spills. j 

B.-~Son River already bridged. ! 
Bridging draining and improving 
gravelled road. 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Replacing temporary bridge by perma- 
nent one. 

Ditto ditto 

Replacing existing causeway 


Total 


Subject to modification if there be territorial changes. 
Probable expenditure in 1030-31 sRs. 2^ lakhs. 


Cost. 

Rs. 

4.70.000 

2,00,000 

1 . 66.000 

9,00.000 


1,12,600 

1.42.000 

3.60.000 

3.66.000 
0,60,000 

3.56.000 

3,00,000 


40,00,000 


Central Provinces. 


No. 

Name of road. 

Nature of work. 

• 

f 

Amount 

of 

estimate. 

1 

Biirhanpur-Icchapur-Edlabad 

i 

Construction of a class I (metalled 

Rs. 

i 3,70,000 

II 

road in the Nimar district, 
up to C. P. border (length 
16 miles). 

Great Eastern road. The 

road). j 

Construction of a submerged 

1 

1 

1 9,00,000 

III 

Mahanadi river bridge at 
Arang. 

Great Southern road (Wun- 

bridge. 

Ditto .... 

4,00,000 

i 


Warora section) Wardha 
river bridge. 



Assam. 


1 

No. 1 

Name of road. 


Nature of work. 

Approximate 

cost 

in lakhs. 

1 

Gauhati-Shill o n g- 
Sylhet Road. 

, 

1 

Part metalling Shillong to 
Jaintrapur. Part permanently 
bridging and widening. 

Kutcha surface to 20 ft. Jain- 
trapur to Sylhet section. 

2 lakhs. 


o 
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ThB SWBnGMK Jf jMDOH MiinTFAOnjBDIO COMPAVT. 

VM. THr. tiBjTa Truad WMfii: {a) 1b rb a iact fliaib ihe BwediHh Mstc^h 
Iteiulacturing Company is moof]^ovated in England, and that it Is madniy 
an English concern? Is it a fact that most ol i^e English Forest Officers 
are ^areholders in that concern, and that thus they are interested ia that 
company ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said comjpany is trying to purchase all the 
Indian concerns, and to have a monopoly of m^h manufacture in idiis 
country ? Is it not a fact that the said concern has already amalgamated 
a number of Indian concerns by resorting to rate-cutting, and other such 
methods ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Indian TarifE Board wanted to get certain in- 
formation from this concern, but that they refused to supply the Indian 
Tariff Board with any information? If it is so, have Government taken 
any steps against this concern? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to rotate their definite policy against 
foreign firms which try to ruin the infant factonep of India? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The reply to the first part is in 
the negative. With regard to the second part, Government have no 
information. 

(b) The Government of India have received complaints to this effect 
and they have instituted an enquiry. That enquiry is not yet complete, 
but they received a report very recently which is now under examination. 

((?) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given in this 
Assembly to question No. 18 asked by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas on the 
18th August, 1927. A copy of the Tariff, Board’s Press communique refer- 
red to therein has been placed in the Library. 

(d) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given in this House on the 12th September, 1928, to Mr. Lalohand 
Navalrai’s starred question No. 503. 

Representation from the Prisoners unher-tkial in the Meerut 

Conspiracy Case. 

546. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if they 
received a representation from the Meerut under-trial prisoners after they 
were punished as mutineers in August last? 

(b) What action have Government taken on that representation and 
will Government please state if their order has been communicated to 
the prisoners of the Meerut conspiracy case? 

The Honourable Sir James Of^rar: (a) I am aware that some of the 
under- trial prisoners in the Meerut conspiracy case submitted a representa- 
tion to His Excellency the Governor of the United Provinces in regard to 
the treatment accorded to prisoners and the punishment awarded to some 
of those who mutinied in the jail on the 29th August. 

(b) The Government of India have taken no action in regard to 
representation, which was not addressed to them. 





m 


lOpar^s M«t xu 

646. ^MS. B. Ito: (a) Will Government be pleaded to jstgte wjjyatl^er 
4he Census Superintendent of Bihar and Orissa has issued speciid pre- 
cautionary inatruetions, for f^e correct enumeration of Oriya people by 
race, to the Si^erviaors and Enumerators in Sin^bhum and its neighbour- 
ing areas in Bihar and Orissa? 

(5) Have similar instryctiong been issued by the Qenaus Superintendents 
of Bengal, Central Provinces, and Madras for enumeration of Qriyas by 
^ace in the Oriya tracts of those provinces? 

(/?) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) be in the negative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state what immediate steps they are going to take 
to ensure correct enumeration of the people of the Oiiya race in the four 
different provinces? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if the Atlee SubTCommittee 
of the Simon Commission (p. 51, Vol. II, report of Simon Commission) 
enunciated that a connect census of the population in disputed areas should 
be made by the Government and. if so, what instructions have been issued 
to the different Provincial Governments to ensure correct enumerations in 
areas under dispute, and will Government be pleased to lay on the table 
all correspondence that passed between them and the various Provincial 
Governments? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The Atlee Sub-Committee recommended that special precautions 
should be taken to ensure the reliability of returns. Special precautions 
are being taken, and a special officer has been appointed to ensure the cor- 
rectness of returns in Ganjam. No correspondence has passed on the matter 
between the Government of India and the Provincial Governments on this 
subject. 

Mr. B. N. Misra: Have Government issued any instructions laying down 
the definition or criterion of a face, whether it is by language or otherwise? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: That is a matter largely for the local 
Census Officers to determine in accordance with local enquiries. 

Appointment of Assistant Commissiioners and Assistant Political 
Agents in the North West Frontier Province. 

•547. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state how many 
Indians are serving as Assistant Commissioners and Assistant Political 
Agents in the North West Frontier Province and how many years of 
■service each has? 

(b) Has any of the above Indian Assistant Commissioners and Assist- 

atit Political Agents officiated or been appointed as Deputy Commissioner 
or Political Agent? If not, why not? ^ 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state how many Europeans nre 

serving as Assistant Commissioners and Assistant P.olitical Agents and 
how rnanv years of service each has? < ^ * 

c 2 
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(ci) How many of the above Assistant Commissioners and Assistant 
Political Agents officiated or were appointed as Deputy Commissioners 
or Political Agents? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: With your permission, Sir, I will answer questions 
Nos. 647 and 648 together. The information required has been asked for 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

SUFEBSESSIOK 01 AN INDIAN POLITICAL OFFICER. 

1548. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Are Government aware that recently in Hazara 
District of the North West Frontier Province, Colonel Bae, Deputy Com- 
missioner, went on long leave, and a European Assistant Commissioner, 
who is 118th in the list of the Political Department was sent from another 
district to officiate for three weeks (till the arrival of a permanent Deputy 
. Commissioner from Kathiawar) when an Indian officer of the Political 
Department, who is 59th on the list and much senior and was eerving 
in the Hazara District was not made to officiate? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Indian officer was not made to officiate because 
he, as City Magistrate of Peshawar, gave evidence before the Suleman 
Committee", regarding the affair of the 23rd April, 19B0? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state why he was not given to officiate? 

(d) Is it a fact* that Mr. Hopkinson who was transferred from Kathia- 
war to Hazara as permanent Deputy Commissioner is senior to the Indian 
Officer of the Political Department? If not, why was the latter supersed- 
ed? 

Pay and Pensions of European and Indian Police Employees. 

549. *Mr. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if Anglo- 
Indians are classed as Europeans in every Service or are they treated 
as statutory Indians? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what remunerations and pen- 
sions, the Anglo-Indian Sergeants and Head Constables and Sub -Inspectors 
of the Indian police draw, and what remunerations and pensions, Indian 
Sub-Inspectors, Sergeants and Head Constables draw? 

(c) If there are differences in pay and pensions, will Government be 
pleased to state why these differences exist? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Anglo-Indians and domiciled 
Europeans who fall within the definition of “native of India'* contained in 
Article 37, Civil Service Regulations, are regarded as Indians for purposes 
of recruitment to the public services and in connection with schemes for 
Indionisation. 

(6) and (c). A statement giving sucH information as I possess is laid on 
the table. The remuneration of the subordinate police is fixed by the 
Local Governments concerned, and therefore varies from province to pio- 
yinoe. The scales of pay sanctioned for the various ranks in the NortK 
' West Frontier Province and the Delhi province follow those adopted in 
the Punjab. Pensions are calculated in accordance with rules in the Civil 
Service Regulations, and so far as I am aware there are no differences in 
the pay and pensions drawn by Anglo-Indian and Indian police officials of 

the same rank. , 

f For answer to this question, tee answer to question No. 647. 
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Apponmci&HT OF Indians in Sdpbriob Sbbtiobs of Statb Railways. 

650. *lir. B. Das: (a) Will Government be pleased to state what 
progress has been made in the appointment of Indians in the superior 
services of the State Railways? 

(6) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing the 
number of Divisional Superintendents sanctioned in each State Railway 
separately, stating how many Indians were filling such posts up to iHs- 
'30th September, 1930? 

(c) Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing the 
number of Deputies in the Traffic, Loco, and Engineering Departments, 

in each State Railway and say how many were held by Indians on the 
30th September, 1930? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state how many Indians of over 
16 years’ service there are in the Traffic, Loco, end Engineering Depart* 
ments, separately in each State Railway? 

(e) Are Government prepared to fill up further vacancies of the posts 
of Divisional Superintendents and Deputies by Indians? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to 
paragraphs 84 and 87 of the Railway Board’s Report on Indian Railways 
for i929-B0. 

(h), (c) and (d). Three statements giving the information asked for are 
laid on the table. 

(e) The claims of qualified Indians for these and other selection posts 
are at all times given proper consideration. 


I 

StatemefU shovHng the number of poets of Divisional SttperifUendents on State-managed 
RaUwaye and number of Indians fitting them on the 30th September, 1930, 


Railways. 

No. of Divisional 
Superintendents. 

No. of Indians. 

£ ast Indiim Railway 

6 

•• 

Or^t Indian Peninsula Railway 

• 

1 Anglo-Indian. 

• 

North Western Railway 

a 

a 

7 

•• 
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n 

StaMnent shtneinff ihs number qf 9oH» of Depu^ (n the Tt'aii^pcf^Non^tlVdyfk 

Oommercidl, TraneportaHan f Aver) and itoehanieal Engineering and Engmeereng 
Depcgrtmente on Stiate^manaiged BaUioage and number of Indiane fiUng them on the 
30th September 1 1930, 


Railways. 

Engineering 

Department. 

Transportation 

(Traffic) 

and Commercial 
Departments. 

Tranaportaiion 

(Power) 

and Mechanical 
Departments. 


Total. 

Indians. 

Total. 

Indians. 

Total. 

Indians. 

East Indian Railway. 

4 

• • 

4 

. . 

5 


Great Indian Penin-j 
aula Railway. 

2 

•• 

4 


4 

•• 

North Western Rail- 
way. 

5 

2 

2 


4 

•• 

Burma Railways 

2 

•- 

2 

•• 1 

2 


Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way. 

2 

1 

2 

■■ ! 

2 

1 

i 


III 


Statement showing the number of Indiana {excluding Anglo-Indians) of over IS years'* 
service in the Transportation {Traffic) and Commercici, Transportation {Power) and 
Mechanical Engineering and Engineering Departments of State-managed EaUwaye, 


Railways. 

1 

1 

Engineering | 
Department. ; 

1 

1 

I Transportation 
(Traffic) and 
Commercial 
Departments. 

Transportation 
(Power) and 
Mechanical 
Departments. 

East Indian Railway 

lu 1 

1 

0 

• • 

Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 

• • 

• • 

•• 

North Western Railway . 

12 

y 

•• 

Burma Railways 

li 

.. 


Eastern Bengal Railway . 

R 

6 

1 

.. 

1 


Aboution of the Duty on Gold Thread. 

551. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: (a) Will Government be pleased to atate 
whether the Madras Government have made any representations to the 
Government of India suggesting that the duty on gold thread should be 
abolished; if so, on what grounds? , 

(6) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the correspondence 
on the subject? 
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The Honourable Sir George Bainy: (a) The Government of Madras 
made two such representations last year on the ground that the interests 
of the handloom weavers were injunously affected. 

(h) A copy of the correspondence has been placed in the Library. 

Creation of a new Division on the South Indian Railway. 

562. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether the South Indian Railway authorities have made Mala- 

bar and South Canara into a new Division with Cannanore as 
the Headqujirters for administrative purposes; 

(б) whether the same grouping was not tried some years ago and 

subsequently given up; if so, why was it so done and what 
new conditions have now arisen to revert to a plan once 
condemned; and 

(c) what is the total extra cost involved in the scheme including 
the salary of the Divisional Officer, staff, rent, etc.? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) There is already an Engineering District with 
Headquarters at Cannanore. A new traffic District was opened on the 1st 
January, 1931, with Headquarters at Calicut and with the following 
jurisdiction : 

Podanur to Mangalore. 

Shoranur to Emakulam. 

Shoranur to Nilambur. 

Olavakot to Palghat. 

(b) and (c). I have called for information and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Payment for the Kalpathy Bridge by the Palghat Municipality. 

663. *Mr. K. P. Thampan: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Kalpathy bridge on the Olavakot- 

Palghat branch of the South Indian Railway was originally 
built at the cost of the Palghat Municipality and that the 
Railway was only given the right to use it; 

(b) if it is now proposed to build a new bridge over the river for the 

exclusive use of the railway; and 

(o) if it is true that the Palghat Municipality is now asked to pay 
to the South Indian Railway a certain amount and take up 
the bridge, in spite of the fact that the bridge was built by 
them ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), (b) and (c). Government have no informa- 
tion. I am making enquiries and I will let the Honourable Member know 
in due course. 

* High Railway Fares and Freight Charges on the Shoranur- 
Nilambur Brancjh of the South Indian Railway. 

664. •Mr. K. P. Thampan: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether they are aware that the ruling rates of fare for passen- 
ger and timber traffic are so high in the Shoranur-Nilambur 
brancH .of the South Indian B^ailway that it is cheaper for 
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persons to travel by bus from Calicut or Palghat to Nilambur 
and vice versa and to float the timber down the river to 
Kallai ; and 

(b) if it is proiposed to remedy this state of affairs? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The maximum authorised passenger fares on 
the Shoranur-Nilambur Branch were reduced about a year ago by B3 per 
cent, and arc now on the same basis as the fares by mail trains on the 
South Indian Bailway system. The 'maximum authorised rate for timber 
was similarly reduced from 2^ pies per maund per mile to 0*76 pie per 
maund per mile, (rovernment have no information as to how the passenger 
fares and rates for timber actually charged compare with the charges 
payable for traffic earned by road or river at present, but they are aware 
that the railway line is short-circuited between the points mentioned by 
the Honourable Member. 

(b) T am sending the Agent, Stouth Indian Bailway, a copy of the 
Honourable Member’s quej^tion and of this reply for such action as he may 
consider necessar} . 

I 

Martial Law in the North West Frontier Province. 

555. *Br. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Will Government be pleased to give 
reasons for introducing martial law in the North West Frontier Province? 

(b) What are the reasons for introducing new safety Eegulations in 
the North West Frontier Province? When will Government withdraw 
them? 

Mr. J. G, Acheson: (a) 1 would invite the attention of the Honourable 
Member to the statement issued by His Excellency the Governor General 
and published in the Gazette, Extraordinary, dated the 15tli of August, 

1930. 

(b) The ineui’sions of bands of armed tribesmen into the Peshawar 
District in June and again in August last, established clearly the necessity 
of powers under which the Chief Commissioner could take emergency 
measures for purt)oses of defence. Such measures would obviously often 
involve interference with private property. The North West Frontier Pro- 
vince Safety Begulation confers the requisite powers in this respect, under 
which immediate action can be taken, where necessary, in regard to pro- 
perty. It especially safeguards the interests of right holders by the provi- 
sion that compensation shall be awarded in accordance with the provisions 
of the Land Acquisition Act. 

Treatment or Pathans interned in the Multan Jail. 

556. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Has the attention of Government been 
^rawn to the statement published in the Tribune of the 30th January, 

1931, by Lala Dunnichand of Ambala, who has just been released, about 
the treatment accorded to the North West Frontier Pathans interned in 
Multan Jail? Have Government made enquiries about it? 

(b) What compensations have Government de,pided to give for the 
Sestruction of properties and loss of life under martial law? 

(o) Will Government be pleased to give the names of. political prisoners 
released after the 23rd January, 1931? 
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(d) Why din ttuL Govenaneitt release Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan of the 
No^ yfesi Frootier Prcrvince? 

(e) Did he commit any act of violence? 

(/) Did he ever advocate civil disobedience? If the answer be in the 
affirmative, will Government be pleased to give quotations of his speeches? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: (a) Yes, Sir. The statement does not actually 
reflect upon the treatment of the prisoners in question in jail, and Govern- 
ment have not thought it necessary to make enquiries regarding it. 

(h) Over Its. 7,000 has already been paid as compensation for damage 
to property, and recommendations amounting to about Bs. 37,000 are under 
consideration. Of this sum over Rs. 27,000 is for the acquisition of land 
for the construction of roads. There has been no loss of life or injury to 
persons under the operation of martial law. Full compensation has been 
paid to all innocent persons accidentally injured in the course of defence 
measures previously taken. 

(c) and (d). A statement giving the names is laid on the table. Releases 
were restricted to persons who were members of the Working Committee 
of the All-India Congress on the date of His Excellency the Viceroy 'a 
announcement of the 25th January, or who had acted as such since the 
1st of January, 1930. Abdul Ghaffar Khan was not released because he 
did not come within this category. 

(c) No act of violence has been reported. 

(f) Yes, (Sir. Extracts of reports of some of Abdul Ghaffar Khan’s 
speeches are being forwarded to the Honourable Member. 


Statement. 

Lint of persons released from jail in jnirsuance of the announcement made ly 
^ His Excellency the Viceroy on the 96th January, 1991, 

1. M. K. Gandhi. 

2. Jawahir Lai Nehru. 

3. Jamnalal Bajaj. 

4. Shivaprasad Gupta. 

5. Abul Kalam Azad. 

6. Jaimmdas Daulatram. 

7. Sardar Sardul Singh Cavisher. 

8. Bajagopalachari. 

9. Vallabhbhai J. Patel. 

10. J. M. Sen Gupta, 

11. Pattabhi Sitaramyya. 

12. Satyapal. 

13. ^ Mangal Singh. 

14. Lala Duni Chand. 

15. M. A. Anaari. 

16. Mathurdas Tricumji. 

17. Mufti Kifayatulla*h. 

18. Syed Abdulla Brelvi. 

10. Govind Kant Malaviya. 
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§9. Af^^ai Haiq. 

21. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. 

22. Baja Rao. 

23. Dr. N. S. Hardikar. 

24. Mahadeo Desai. 

26. Pyarrelal Vandravudaa. 

26. Babu Sunder Lai. 

27. Babu Molianlal Saxena. 

28. Mrs. J. M. Sen Gupta. 

29. M. Krishna Rao, 


Improvement of the Conditions op Indian liABODR on Railways. 

667. *Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: What action have Government taken to 

give relief to the Indian, as distinguished from Anglo-Indian, employees 
in (i) education, (ii) medical aid, (iii) improving the housing condi 
lions, since the appointment of a special Member on the Railway Board? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: A Memorandum showing the measures taken 
by the Govermneiit to eliminate racial discrimination on railways is under 
preparation and will shortly be placed in the Library of the House. It will 
show the action taken by Government in the matters referred to by the 
Honourable Member. I may add that it is intended to send a. copy of 
that Memorandum to every ]^^ember of the House. 

Construction of a Central Station for the Bombay. Baroda and 
Central India Railway at Bombay 

658. *Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) How much money have Government 
spent on the central station of the B., B. & C. I. Railway, at Bombay? 

(6) Was it not possible to utilise the Central Station of the G. I. P. 
Railway called Victoria Terminus for the Traffic of B., B. & C. I. Railway? 

(c) Did the G. I. P. Railway make an offer to Government? 

(d) If so, ivhy was the offer not accepted ? 

(e) Will Government please lay on the table all the papers connected 
with the purchase of land for this station? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The completion estimate has not yet been 
submitted, but the anticipated cost is 141 lakhs. 

(b) It would probably have been possible to provide, with a certain 
amount of expenditure, for the existing long-distance traffic of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway at Victoria Terminus, but the inde 
pendent officer who was appointed to enquire into the whole question of 
the tenninal facilities in Bombay advised that there was little to be gained 
financially from a joint terminus. 

(c) and (d). No, the Great Indian Peninsula Railway is a State-owned 
and managed railway and could not make an offer to Government. 

(c) I am not sure what papers the Honourable Member wishes to see; 
there are none in the Railway Board’s Office. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: 1 mean the correspondence about the purchase 
of land for the building of the station? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Perhaps the Honourable Member will speak to 
me afterwards. I do not know between whom this correspondence took 
place. There is none in the Railway Board’s Office. 

Grievances of Mussalman Railway; Employees in the Punjab. 

559. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to publish 
the report of the inquiries recently made on the representation of the 
Mussalmans of the Punjab? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) bo in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member in charge of Railways read these reports himself? Will he show 
these reports to such members of the Assembly who desire to read these 
reports ? 

(c) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member redress the grievances, 
if he is satisfied with the correctness of the report? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The Memorandum drawn up by the officer 
who made certain enquiries on the North Western Railway is not in a form 
iconvenient for publication. 

(h) The Memorandum has been seen by the Honourable Sir George 
Rainy, and I shall be pleased to show it at the Railway Board’s Office to 
any Honourable ^Tembor who wishes to see it. 

(c) Government will certainly take steps to remove any real grievances. 

Land Revenue, Water Rates and Local Rates in the North West 

Frontier Province. 

560. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: (a) Is it not a fact that Government, m 
reply to my starred question No. 155 at the Simla Session, 1930, said that 
the land revenue, water rates and local rates in the North West Frontier 
Province, will not be, on the whole, higher than those obtaining in the 
Punjab and that the re-assessment proposals of the Peshawar district will 
be re-examined in the light of the Punjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Act? 

(7)) Is it a fact that, in the neighbouring districts of the Punjab, 
remission is allowed from 1921? 

(c) Have Government allowed remissions in the whole district of 
Peshaw'ar or only in certain sub-divisions? 

(d) Why are the remissions not allowed in the whole district? 

(e) From what date are the remissions allowed? Do Government pro- 
pose to allow these remissions in Peshawar from the date of remissions 
in the neighbouring districts of the Punjab? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fa 2 l-i*Husain : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. Assessments at reduced rates became payable in each of the 
seven districts affected as from the harvest following the date when the 
revision of the sanctioned assessment was completed. 

(o) and (d). Remissions were sanctioned only in those Circles of the 
Peshawar District, seven in number, in which the enhancement of revenue 
exceeded the maximum permitted under the Punjab Land Revenue (Amend- 
ment) Act, or in which they were justified on special grounds. Revision 
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has taken place on the same principles and in the same way as in the 
Punjab. 

(e) Reduced assessments came into force as from last Kharif, Revised 
assessments did not in the Punjab all necessarily come into force on any 
one date. The harvest from which reduced assessments became payable 
varied for each district according to the date on which the revision of the 
previous assessment was completed and sanction of Government to the 
revised proposals obtained. 


Tickets issued for the Inaugural Ceremonies of New Delhi. 

561. *lffr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (1) Will riovernment please state: 

(a) the total number of tickets issued for the Inauguration Cere- 

monies, New Delhi; 

(b) the number of tickets issued to persons in the service of the 

Government of India and their relations and friends; 

(c) the number of tickeis issued to Members of the Legislative 

Assembly and their relations and friends; 

(d) the total number of special parking tickets issued for parking 

cars ; 

(e) the number of special parking tickets issued to Members of the 

Legislative Assembly; and 

(/) the order of precedence in allotting the seats to the Miembers of 

the Central Legislature? 

(2) Will Government also state the comparative figures in connection 
with the functions arranged on the occasion of the visit of H. R. H. the 
Prince of Wales? 

(3) Is it not a fact that on that occasion Members of the Legislative 
Assembly were given seats in the special enclosures and were admitted to 
the Fort by the same entrance as that for Princes and special personages? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: The inforniation is being collected and will be fur- 
nished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: Are Government aware that Mem- 
bers of this House were asked to furnish a list of their relatives and friends 
anxious to join these functions, and is it also a fact that tickets were issued 
to some and no reply given to many of them, and if so, on what principle 
was this distinction allowed to be made? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: I would like to have notice of that question. It is 
quite correct that Members were asked to give lists of their friends, but I 
would like to point out that these lists came in in supplementary lists and it 
was not always possible to comply with the requests which came in in the 
third and fourth supplementary lists. I will look into the matter as far as 
I can, and I can qply say that as a Member of this House I am as jealous 
of the privileges of the Members of this House as any other Member. 

• 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of the fact that about 25 per cent, of the 
seats were vacant, may I ask the Honourable Member to revise his answer? 
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Hr. J. A. Hiillidy^ In vi^w of ehe iBct that the Hqnourip^ble jlf^ber’s 
information is inaccurate, that 25 per cent, of the seats were hot ^.apj^^t, 
‘ and that some people did not attend, although tickets had been issued to 
them, I do not know whether any reply is necessary. 

Mr. X. AlUMd : I said about 25 per cent. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Does not the Honourable Member think 
it is an insult to a man to ask him to furnish a list of his friends and rela- 
tives and when the list is furnished, not to send any tickets or send any 
reply. 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy:! do not think so, Sir. Certainly it was not intended 
to be an insult and I should be sorry to think that it should be taken in 
that way. What I understand the position to be is this. Members were 
asked to send in a list. There were many people applying. We had been 
getting as many as a hundred applications a day for weeks on end. We 
kept a certain number of seats available for Members of the Assembly and 
the Council of State. One of the very first things I did when I heard that 
seating arrangements were in progress was to issue orders that on no 
account must the claims of Members of this House and of the Council of 
State be overlooked, and that in addition the seats which they would be 
given should be good both to see and hear from. It is possible that in some 
individual instances we may have slipped up, as there were many tickets 
to be issued, and if Honourable Members will give me those instances I 
will do my best in the matter. What I wish to point out is that we took 
very great care to try and meet the demands both of this House and of 
the Council of State. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: Did the Honourable Member ever try 
to look at the persons who were present inside the Fort as guests of the 
Oovernor General in Council? If he had seen the persons who were pre- 
sent, ’ he would have known what distinction was made, to whom these 
tickets were issued and how they were refused to the friends and relatives 
of Members of this House. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: I saw the people who wore in the Fort. It was our 
intention that it should be a public fete. 

Maulvi Muhantmad Yakub: Question. 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy: There is no question at all about it. It was our 
intention to make it as popular as possible. I gather from the Honourable 
Member that he thinks it was a little too popular. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it not a fact that the Honourable Member himself 
went from room to room, asking Members of the Assembly and those he 
knew. Will lie say honestly that he attended only to one section and not 
to the others, if his answer is at all true? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy: I have not the slightest idea as to what the Honour- 
able Member is referring to. Will he repeat his question? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Did not the Honourable Member, Mr. Shillidy, go 
from place to place tv^ithin the Delhi Fort, speaking to Members of the 
, Assembly and others whom he knew there and telling them to go from this 
room to the other, because he had not got a red ticket or a white ticket? 



Hr. J. A. SblUdy: There was one wfaklh was Mmed for tiio 

people to whom tick^s m the ^old leftterg were issued. 1 cannot remem- 
12 Woow ^ were,, hut there were several people who were 

under the impression that anybody mig{ht go to this place. I 
went along and I saw several people, not merely Members of the Assembly, 
but other people who had come up, and I said that the place wag not open 
to everyb<^y. 1 pointed out that it was only for people wj^ tickets with 
gold letters, and I asked them if they would mind moving to other places 
along the promenade from where they could see everything. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: In view of the feeling of Members on 
this question, would the Honourable Member be ready to have a small 
committee of Members to go through the matter of the tickets which 
had been issued? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Will the Honourable Member move the Finance 
Department to give me some lakhs for another function of this nature.. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan: That is not my intention. I suggest 
a committee of the House which will only look, along with the Honour- 
able Member, into the tickets which were issued to the people in the Fort 
in order to find out whether they were all desirable people, or whether 
there was any kind of favouritism and so forth ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Sir, we did our very best, as T said, and 1 do not 
think that on the whole we made many mistakes. 1 dare say we may 
have made some mistakes and I shall be glad to look into them. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Persons convicted in the Lahore Conspiracy Case. 

Mr. B. R. Puri: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to Reuter’s telegram, 
dated London, February the 11th, published in the Hindus- 
tan Times of the 14th February, 1931, relating to the Privy 
CounciPs refusing leave to appeal to the twelve accused per- 
sons sentenced by the Lahore Conspiracy Case Tribunal on 
the 7th October, 1930; 

(ifc) whether they are aware that the convictions have taken place 
under the" Ordinance which set up the Tribunal ; 

(c) whether it is not a fact that steps are being taken to create 

an atmosphere of goodwill; 

(d) whether they will be withdrawing the Ordinances, if the said 

atmosphere is created ; 

{e) whether thev are prepared to consider the advisability of com- 
muting the said sentences under the circumstances; and 
■(/) if they propose to consider the advisability of taking steps to 
delay the execution of Shiv Ram, Bbagat Singh, Raj Quru 
and Sukhdev? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(•c) and (d). I would refer the Honourable Member to the speech made 
by the Honourable the Leader of the House on the 5th February in the 
debate on the Resolution moved by Mr. Sadiq Hasan. 

(e) and (/). I can only say that Government will examine on their 
intrinsic merits any petitions for mercy which the rules permit and 
which the convicted persons may present. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are Government aware that certain lawyers — advocates 
and barristers — wrote a letter or caused letters to Inivc been written to 
the Home Secretary, Inspector General of Trisons and the Superintendent 
of the jail concerned whr>ever were there not lo hang those persons, 
because the Ordinance concerned had not given satisfaction in law so as 
to establish tliat these persons in charge had got any justification in pro- 
ceeding to hang any person; and since this Tribunal is not in existence, 
are Government aware that there is no one to accord proper sanction to 
carry out the order of execution? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: Sir, I liave seen the Press reports 
to which 1 think the Honourable Member refers, but the statement that 
the w'arrants had not been signed by the Court is not, according to my 
information, ccxiTcct. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Do Government propose, under the circumstances, to 
take steps to put a stop to or delay the completion of the executions, or 
do they propose, in view of the fact which they have admitted impli- 
citly that there is a certain flaw .... (/In Honouvdhlc Member from 
Official Benches: ‘‘There is nothing.”) Inasmuchas the Tribunal has 
not given that order and moreover it is not in existence, do Government 
propose now, for their own safety (Laughter), also inasimichas there are 
people w’ho are not expert either in law or in experience to carry out the 
Ordinance, and also inasmuchas the jurists and lawyers have taken 
exception and Government have not yet been able to satisfy them .... 

Mr. R. S. Sarma: The Honourable Member is making a speech on a 
question ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: It is not the Bengalee newspaper of Calcutta which 
nobody reads. I have got to satisfy myself that I get an accurate answer 
to this question. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: As has already been pointed out. 
Sir, the Honourable Member's hypothesis, or what I understand to be his 
hypothesis, is incorrect. Therefore, his question does not arise. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it not a fact, Sir, since the Honourable the Home 
Meinber has admitted that he has seen an article in the newspapers men- 
tioning that certain lawyers have taken exception and have sent a memo- 
rial to the Government officers that the executions cannot be carried out^ 
and that they will be held responsible if they do carry out the executions 
without justification .... 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member ought to know 
that on this occasion *&upplementary questions arising out of the reply 
given are put. Will the Honourable Member ask supplementary ques- 
tions directly? It is no use going into elaborate explanations. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed: I submit, Sir, that in view of the fact that the Hon- 
ourable the Home Member has admitted that he has seen in the news- 
papers that certain lawyers have taken exception and have challenged 
the Government that there is no justification for the course contemplated 
and in view of the fact that the Tribunal is not in existence and so no 
power can be given for the executions, and that the people who will 
execute the persons concerned will be held responsible, do Government, 
for their own safety, propose to take steps to see that the carrying out 
of the order for executions be delayed? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May I know, Sir, what is the date fixed for 
the execution of these prisoners? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I cannot add anything to the reply 
which I have already made to the main question. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Will the Honourable the Home Member kindly con- 
sult the Law Member, and if he is not present or in a position to give 
his opinion, will he consult for ns either the Attorney General in England 
or the Solicitor General or any other lawyers who can help the Govern- 
ment, and in the meantime delay the executions, because the justifica- 
tion for executing these peoj)le has been challenged and the Home Mem- 
ber has taken notice of it? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: May T know if it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to order the postponement of the executions in view of the numerous 
petitions which have been sent to the Government on the subject? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: I regret I cannot add anything to 
the reply which I have already given. 


UNSTAlHiED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Number of Passengers travelling on the Patna-Gaya Branch of 
THE IOast Indian Railway. 

108. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: (a) What was the total number of pas- 
sengers travelling on the Patna-Gaya branch of the East Indian Railway 
in the different classes in 1929-30? 

(/)) What was the total number of passengers travelling in the different 
classes who started their journey from the different stations on the Patna- 
Ga\a branch, East Indian Railway, in 1929-30? 

(c) What was the total number iif passengers, who finished, their 
journey at the different stations on the Patna-Gaya branch, East Indian 
Railway, in 1929-30, travelling in the different classes? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am sending the Honourable Member a state- 
ment giving this information. 

Nominations to the Deolali Cantonment Board. 

199. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that among the 
members recently nominated to the Cantonment Board, Deolali, one is a 
clergyman and the other is an employee of the Military Estates Officer? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state* the reasons which ?ed 
to the nomination, of the clergyman? Was the Christian community of 
the Cantonment already represented on the Board by-election? 

D 
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(c) What interests of the Cantonment did the other nominated member, 
the employee of the Military Estates Officer, represent? * 

{d) Is it a fact that the local Association protested against the nomina- 
tion? If so, what was the result of their protest? 

(c) Do Government propose to re-consider the nominations in the ligHt 
of the objections raised by the people? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) I am informed that all the four nominated mem- 
bers of the Deolali Cantonment Board are military officers. 

(b) and ('c). Do not arise. 

(d) Government have no information, but they understand that no 
objections were received over the nominations referred to in (-a). 

(e) Does not arise. 

Dischabgb of Cantonment Fund Employees at Ambala. 

200. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that during the 
last three months notices of discharge have been given to three Canton- 
ment Fund employees of Ambala Cantonment, viz.^ the Stenotypist, the 
Octroi Superintendent and the Cantonment Engineer? 

(b) Are Government aware that in all the three cases the decisionB 
taken are majority decisions in which the official members have figured 
prominently? 

(c) Was it pointed out to the majority that voted for the discharge of 
the above employees that these decisions run counter to the Government 
of India, Army Department Circular No. 2512-A. D.-4, dated the 12th Sep- 
tember, 1929 ? 

(d) Will Government state specifically the circumstances in which 
the discharge has been ordered in each of the above cases? 

(e) Is it a fact that as a result of the inquiry into certain charges of 
negligence brought against the Cantonment Engineer, he was 'acquitted 
of most of them and in one case the Enquiry Committee recommended 
the stopping of his increment for one year? 

(/) Are Government aware that the present Cantonment Engineer was 
appointed some three years ago, is a qualified Eoorkee Overseer, was 
selected out of about 300 applicants and his appointment was due to the 
Cantonment Board reducing the salary of the Cantonment Engineer's 
post from Es. 400 to Es. 200? 

(g) Is it a fact that he is being discharged now as the Cantonment 
Board again desires to increase the salaiy of the post to Es. 400 per 
mensem? 

(h) Are Government aware that the practice of revising the salaries 
of posts at times other than the Budget time has created a strong sense 
of insecurity among the Cantonment Fund employees of Ambala? 

(i) Do Government propose to direct that questions about the estab* 
lishment be not considered except at the Budget time and that Canton- 
ment Fund employees be not discharged except when their post is 
actually reducech and there is no other post on which the persons bo 
reduced can be appointed? 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


909 


Mr. G. M. Young: I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result. 

Dismissal of Cantonment Fund Employees at Quetta. 

201. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a fact that the Execu- 
tive Officer of Quetta is also the Adviser of the Western Command, in 
matters of cantonment administration? 

(h) Are Government aware that in a number of cases the Command 
is the final appellate authority under the Cantonments Act of 1924, to 
hear against the decisions of the Cantonment Authority of Quetta? 

(c) Is it a fact that the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief takes 
advice from the Executive Officer of Quetta in the diisposal of such appeals ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the people of Quetta do not consider 
such an arrangement conducive to the ends of justice? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state how many Cantonment Fund 
'employ eec have been discharged from Quetta Cantonment since 1924? 

(/) Did they appeal to the Western Command against their discharge? 
What wfis the result of their appeals? Was tlie Executive Officer, Quetta, 
consulted in the disposal of those appeals? 

(g) Has the All-India Cantonments Association represented to Govern- 
ment the undesirability of the Executive Officer, Quetta, acting as the 
Adviser of the Western Command, especially in the matter of appeals 
against the decisions of the Cantonment Authority of Quetta? 

(h) Have Government taken any action on this representation? If so, 
what? If not, how do Government propose to allay public fears of the 
miscarriage of justice owing to such an arrangement? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) and (5). lYes. 

(c) Yes. The Executive Officer of the Quetta Cantonment acts also as 
the adviser to the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Com- 
mand, in cantonment matters. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. 

(e) and (/). Government have no information. 

ig) Yes. 

(h) The Association, in their complaint on the subject, stated that 
specific instances had been brought to their notice of the undesirability 
t)f this combination of functions. The Association were asked to inform 
the Government of India of the specific instances referred to : but did not 
produce any. The system was introduced for administrative convenience, 
and in order to avoid the expense of a whole-time Inspecting Officer for a 
relatively small charge. It has worked well for some years, and as 
no specific instances of the kind referred to by the Association are forth- 
coming, the Government of India do not propose to take any action in 
the matter. The Association were informed accordingly. 

Employment op Assistants and Clerks in the Secretariat as Census 

Enumerators. 

202. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Is it a^act that the assistants 
and clerks in the Secretariat and its attached offices are appointed census 
’enumerators ? 

D 2 
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(/)) Will Government be pleased to state whether these assistants and. 
clerks are relieved from their official duties to do the census work; if so, 
wliat arrangements are made for the disposal of their official work? 

(ir) If the reply to part (h) be in the negative,, will Government be 
f) leased to state at what time these men are supposed to perform the 
enumerators’ duty? 

(d) If after or before office hours, will Government please state whether 
they will be granted any conveyance for their journey, and any remuner- 
ation for their additional duty; if so, what amount; if not, why not? 

(c) Are these men required to do census duty compulsorily, only 
because they are in Government service? If not, w^hat are the reasons? 

(/) Are Muhammadans (those who are observing fast on account of 
Gtamzan Sharif’) required to perform the census duty in addition to their 
own pressing official duty? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: ((() to (/). In accordance with the 
principle that all Government servants are bound to assist in the taking 
of the census, a proportion of the ministerial staff of the Secretariat and 
attached offices are appointed as unpaid census enumerators. The work 
is done outside office hours and is so distributed that the necessity for- 
conveyance allowances does not arise. Pressure of official work and per- 
sonal disabilities such as fasting on account of TIamzan are taken into 
account before these appointments are made. 

Ministerial Appointments in the North West Frontier Province. 
203. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Are Government aware: 

(i) that recruitment of persons belonging to other provinces has 
beeTi allowed indiscriminately in the ministerial establish- 
ment in the North West Frontier Province for a considerable 
number of years? Did the Honourable Sir John Maffey, 
former Chief Commissioner of the province, issue orders 
enjoining the discontinuance of the system in vogue at the 
time ; ?md 

(ii) that almost all the higher appointments in all the offices in the 
Province as Head Clerks. Readers, Clerks of the Courts, 
Superintendents, Head Assistants, and Registrars are held at 
present by the Punjabi and local non-Muslims and that these 
persons have monopolized them, and do not allow senior 
deserving Muslims to succeed them on various grounds, 
namely, ‘‘undefined and ambiguous charge of inefficiency*', 
‘‘suffering of work caused by charges allowed for short 
periods*’, etc., and that there have been numerous such 
cases lately in the province? 

(h) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to confine the future recruitment of members of the 
ministerial establishment to qualified persons belonging to the province 
only, and allow the replacement of non -Muslims when vacancies occur in 
future by deserving sepior Muslims already in the service? 

Mr, J. G. Acheson; The information is being obtained and will be- 
supplied to the Honourable Member when received. 
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Appointment of Muslims to Government Posts in the North West 
Frontier Province. 

204. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) With reference to the reply 
given by Government to questions Nos. 463 and 454, asked on the 12th 
September, 1929, by Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan, Member, Legislative 
Assembly, will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that : 

(i) Muslims in the North West Frontier Province form 95 per cent. 

of the population; 

(ii) Sir Norman Bolton, former Chief Commissioner, of the North 

West Frontier Province, authorized Mr. Burdon, Auditor 
General in India, to allow 40 per cent. non-Muslims to be 
transferred from the Office of the Accountant General, 
Punjab, to the newly established Office of the Civil Pay and 
Accounts ,in the North West Frontieir Province; 

?(iii) A few* years ago the Local G<wei’nmont sanctioned 33 per cent, 
recruitment of non-Muslims in the Police Department of 
Kohat District; 

^iv) the Honourable the Chief Commissioner authorized 60 per cent, 
qualified Muslims of the Province to be recruited for the 
office mentioned in part (ii); 

(v) the Honourable the Chief Commissioner authorized the recruit- 

ment of 60 per cent, qualified Muslims in the Irrigation 
Department of the province; 

(vi) in reply to question No. 453 the Honourable the Chief Commis- 

sioner informed the Government as "follows : 

'‘(1) No precise proportion has been fixed, but every con- 
sideration is being paid to the claims of increasingly 
large number of educated Muslims now available; 

(2) There has been no marked departure’'? 

(6) If replies to the above questions are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state : 

(i) on what consideration was the proportion of communal represen- 

tation mentioned in items (i) to (v) in part (a) above fixed; 

(ii) why w*ere the proportions quoted above authorized to be acted 

upon in certain particular Departments when no precise pro- 
portion was fixed as stated in item (vi) of part (a ) ; and 

(iii) the special reasons which necessitated' the non-detomiination 
of the proportion in (juestion? 

Mr. J. G. Acheson: The informal ion is beins: obtained and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member when received. 

Appointment op Muslims as Assistant Pay and Accounts Officers 
IN THE North West Frontier Province, 

205. Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin; (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the total number of appointments of Assistant Pay and 
Accounts Officers in India and the number of appointments held by the 
Muslims ? 
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(6) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that a secon* 
appointment of Assistant Pay and Accounts Officer has lately beea 
sanctioned for the North West Frontier Province? If so, do Government 
propose to consider the desirability of appointing a Muslim for that pro- 
vince ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The total number of appoint^ 
ments of Assistant Pay and Accounts Officers in India is seven, of which 
one is held by a Muslim. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the affinnative. The post is includ- 
ed in the number mentioned above. 

One of the posts of Assistant Pay and Accounts Officers in Peshawar is 
held by a Muslim. Appointments to these posts are made by promotion 
of selected accountants based on seniority and merit. Commimal consi- 
derations do not govern such departmental promotions. 

Pushto Text Books for Military Officers. 

206. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that certain Pushto books lately published have been 
admitted by the Army Headquarters as text books for the Preliminary and 
Interpreters’ examinations for British military officers in the North West. 
Frontier Province? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above bo in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if the usual procedure of first referring the books to 
and obtaining the opinion of the members of the Pushto Text Book Com- 
mittee, if any, was observed, as is being done in the Education Depart- 
ment in India before they are admitted as text books? 

(c) If there is no such Committee, do Government propose to appoint 
a Committee of recognised Pushto scholars, examiners and authors to- 
submit to Government a report as regards the literature being worthy 
of admission as text books? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) The usual procedure was adopted. The books were referred to a 
number of the best Pushto scholars, who unanimously approved them. 
There is no fonnally constituted Pushto Text Book Committee. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Military Accounts Department. 

207. Khan Bahadur Ha]i Wajihuddin: With reference to the- 
reply given by Sir George Schuster on behalf of Government 
to question No. 850 asked by Sayed Maulvi Murtuza Sahib 
Bahadur in the Legislative Assembly on the 28th March, 1930 (regarding 
the number of appointments held by Muslims in the Military Accounts 
Department), will Government be pleased to state the action taken by 
the Department to improve the position of Muslims in the Department 
throughout India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: The Honourable Member is refer- 
red to the answer given in this House on the 22nd March, 1929, to part (6) 
of starred question. No. 1182, asked by Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan, which 
states the system followed in the matter of recruitment to the Military 
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Accounts Department. No special measures other than those outlined in 
that answer have been adopted to increase the number of Muslims in that 
Department. 

Appointment op Muslims to the Military Accounts Department. 

208. Khan Bahadur Ha]l Wa]ihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that: 

(i) few years back temparary clerks used to be entertained by 
direct recruitment by the Controllers of Military Accounts; 

(ii) the clerks in charge of (General) Establishment Section wore 

all non-Muslims and that equal opportunities were not 
afforded to qualified and well educated Muslims while mak- 
ing direct appointments of clerks and Accountants without 
any competitive examination (a system which prevailed up to 
1924 or so); 

(iii) out of 234 vacancies of tcmpoi*ary clerks in the Department 

during a period from 1st January, 1928, to 31st March, 1930, 
only 39 posts, i.e., a percentage of 16 was allowed to be 
filled by Muslims; 

(iv) in 1922 about 40 direct probationers wore recruited without any 

competitive examination for appointment as Accountants and 
that almost all of them were non-Muslims ; 

(v) a number of qualified temporary Muslim clerks serving in the 

Department are still awaiting confirmation and that other 
Muslim clerks who have already, passed the Subordinate 
Accounts Service examination have not yet been appointed 
as accountants; 

(vi) the orders of Government to allow every third vacancy to be 

reserved for members of minority community have not so far 
been effectively applied to filling up appointments of perma- 
nent clerks, Accountants and D. A. C. M. As. ; 

(vii) in 1930 the Muslims of higher educational qualification wore 

specially appointed probationary Accountants in the office 
of the I?ay and Accounts Officer, North West Frontier Pro- 
vince, Peshawar, under the orders of the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Finance Department, with the view 
to redressing the communal inequalities in that office; and 
(viii) the Muslim recruitment has been stopped in the office of the 
Commissioner, Northern India Salt Ee venue, till other 
communities have gained their own share? 

(b) If replies tc items (i) to (viii) of part (a) are in the affirmative, 
will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) whv the declared policy of Government has not so fcO-r been 

applied to grades referred to in item (vi) of part (a) ; 

(ii) if there are anv reasons why the recruitment in the Department 

should not m future be regulated to avoid a monopoly of 
services by one community; and • 

(iii) what action they propose to take to ensure the adequate repre- 
sentation of the Muslims in the Department for appointments 
in all grades in future? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster:' (a) (i). The answer is in the 
a^rmative. 

(ii) If the Honourable Member requires information in regard to the 
number of Muslims in charge of General (Establishment) Sections of Con- 
trollers’ offices during a particular period and will indicate the period, the 
statistics will be collected and furnished to him. 

(iii) The total number of vacancies filled during the period 1st January, 
1928, to 31st March, 1930, was 243. 48 vacancies were offered to Muslims, 
30 of whom wore actually appointed. The remainder failed to accept the 
offers. 

(iv) If the Honourable Member refers to the direct appointment of non- 
(lovernrnent servants ns probationary Accountants, the answer is in the 
negative. If, however, he refers to the appointment as Accountants on 
probation of 10 clerks of the office of the late (Controller of War Accounts, 
of 12 Divisional Accountants (*mployed on Military Works Accounts, of 
21 sub. pro tern. Accountants of the Military Accounts Department, and 
one Special Deputy Examiner of the Military Accounts Department, the 
answer is in the affirmative. Three out of the above were Muslims. 

(v) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(vi) The orders of Government apply only to first recruitment and not 
to departmental promotions. In the Military Accounts Department direct 
recruitment is at present made only to the grade of clerks. Some time 
must, under this system, necessarily elapse before the orders can become 
fully effective in respect of the proportion of appointments in the higher 
grades held by members of minority communities. 

(vii) As there w'cre no natives of the Frontier Province on the non- 
gazetted supervising staff of ^he Pay and Accounts Office, Peshawar, which 
was started in 1929, two young Muslims possessing high educational quali- 
fications have recently been selected as probationers and posted for training 
in the office of the Accountant General, Punjab, with a view to their being 
ultimately appointed, in accordance with standing orders, as Assistant 
Superintendents and Superintendents in the Pay and Accounts Office and 
the Audit Office attached thereto. 

(viii) No. 

(b) (i), (ii) and (iii). The explanation which I have given in answer 
to (a) (vi) disposes of the points raised in this part of the question. 

Supervision of Public Service Commission Examinations. 

209. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state how' the different examinations are conducted by the Public Ser- 
vice Commission? 

(h) Who are as a nile appointed as supervisors and invigilators? 

(c) Is it not a fact that Principals or Headmasters of local institutions 
were appointed supervisors when Mr. Wise, I.C.S., was the Secretary of 
the Public Service Comrtiission ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to give the names and official desig- 
nation, etc., of tb 6. .Supervisors appointed since Mr. Dix took oyer the 
Secretaryship of the Public Service Commission? 
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^ 0 ) Is it not a fact that senior assistants from the Government of 
India offices were appointed invigilators up till the time Mr. Wise was 
Secretary? 

(/) Is it not a fact that temporary clerks, junior clerks, shopkeepers, 
pensioners and outsiders have been appointed as invigilators from some 
time past? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to give the names with full parti- 
culars of the invigihators who conducted the different examinations of 
the Public Service Commission for the past two years? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is not a single Bengali on the list of the invigi- 
lators? 

(?) Is it also a fact that the Secretary of the Public Service Commission 
has entirely left the appointment and selection of supervisors and invigi- 
lators in the hands of the Superintendent of the Office? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) The examinations are conducted 
in accordance with a scheme of organisation drawn up by the Public Ser- 
vice Commission. 

(/)) Suitable persons are appointed as supervisors and invigilators from 
lists maintained by the Commission for the purpose. 

(f), (c) and (/). 1 understand that no change' has been made in the 

field of selection and the lists have remained substantially the same. 

{(1) and {(j). No public interest would be served by the publication of 
these lists. 

(h) No. T understand several Bengalees have been employed. 

(?) No. 

Complaints against the Superintendent of the Office of the 
Public Service Commission. 

210. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin: {a) Have (lovernment received 
any complaints that th(i Supeiintendeni of the Office of the Public Service 
Commission is in the habit of abusing his assistants and clerks and has on 
occasions abused the invigilators and candidates? 

(b) What is the status and grade of the Superintendent of the office 
of the Public Service Commission ? 

(c) What is the total permanent strength of the office of the Public 
Service Commission and liow nniny of them are Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs 
and others? 

{(I) How many tt?m])orarv clerks have been employ(;d in the Public Ser- 
vice Commission office for the past two years from time to time? Please 
state their names and qualification? 

(e) What is the number of the temporary men employed at present and 
what are their names and qualifications? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) No. 

(h) The post is a non-gazetted ministerial post carrying a jiny of 
Its. 500—10—700. 

(c) 23, 12 are Hindus, 4 Muslims and 3 Europeans. dud Anglo-Indians, 
'One is a Sikh. Three posts are vacant at present. 
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(d) and (e), I understand that 28 temporary men have been employ en- 
during tlie past two years and that 15 are in temporary employment afr 
present. I will see that the names and qualifications of these men are 
supplied to the Honourable Member. 

Communal Composition of Posts in certain Railway Services. 

211. Khan Bahadur Ea]i Wajihnddin: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the number of Muhammadans,. 
Hindus and Christians employed in the railway service in telegraph, book- 
ing, parcel, goods offices and as ticket collectors at Aligarh, Muttra,. 
Benares, Hardwar with the number of years each employee has worked at 
Aligarh? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Bhagwati Per shad, Assistant Station Master, 
Aligarh Junction, is a permanent resident of Aligarh? 

(c) Is it a fact that he has served the Railway Department for about 
20 years? 

(d) How long has he been at Aligarh Junction and in what capacities^ 
has he worked there? 

(e) Is it a fact that various complaints were made against Mr. Bhagwati 
Pershad and he was transferred from Aligarh but the transfer was can- 
celled ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to give the reasons for the cancellation' 
of the transfer? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Government regret that they are not pre- 
pared to collect this information. 

(6) to (/). Government have no information, but a copy of these parts 
of the Honourable Member’s question has been sent to the Agent of the- 
East Indian Railway for any action he may find necessary. 


MESSAGE FROM TTfS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY AND 
GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have received a Communication from.’ 
His Excellency the Viceroy which I should like to read out to the House. 

(The Message was received by the Assembly standing.) 

**With reference to my Order ^ dated the 27th January ^ 1931, appointing 
Thursday, the 19th February^ for the general discussion in the Legislative 
Assembly of the statement of the estimated annual expenditure and revenue 
of the Governor General in Council in respect of railways^ J, Edward 
Frederick Lindley, Baron Invin, hereby direct that the said general discus, 
sion shall take place either on Thursday, the 19th February^ or on Friday, 
the 20th February, according as to which of these days is not a public- 
holiday, 

{8d,) IRWIN, 

Viceroy and Governor-GeneraV*^ 

New Delhi ;* , 

The 16th February, 1931. 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : I rise to present to the House the Railway Budget for 1931-32. No. 
important changes have been made in the papers which Honourable Mem- 
bers will shortly have in their hands, but with the approval of the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways, we have made some small alterations^ 
more particularly in the arrangement of the capital programmes of the 
railways, which will, I hope, be found to be improvements. Their sole 
object is to present the Budget in a more understandable form without 
unduly enlarging the mass of papers which Honourable Members are called 
upon to read. These changes arc described in the proceedings of the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways of the 21st January last 
(Vol. VIll, No. 1). Perhaps the most important is the addition to the 
Pink Books containing the programmes of individujil railways of a 
column showing commitments for future years if the programmes are 
accepted by the Assembly. We have also adopted in the presentation 
of this Budget tw’o alterations arising out of suggestions made this year in 
the Public Accounts Committee. We have now brought together under 
Demand No. 14 all the .expenditure from revenue relating to strategic 
lines, and we have also provided under the “Capital’* and “Depreciation 
Fund” heads small allotments for emergent expenditure, such as that 
incurred on the repair of flood damages, which unfortunately we have to 
incur in most years but the exact nature of which, or the line on which 
it will be incurred cannot of course be foreseen. Further, we have 
accepted a suggestion wdiich was made by my Honourable friend, Sir Hugh 
Cocke, last year that w^e should add to the Budget papers a statement 
showing the details of the gain or loss in working the State Railways for- 
a period of five years. This will now be found us an appendix to the 
Railway Board’s Memorandum. 

I should like to acknowledge here the great assistance I have received* 
in the preparation of the Budget from the Members of the Railway Board, 
first and foremost, of course, from Mr. Parsons, the Financial Commis- 
sioner, on whom the main burden lies, and after him the Chief Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Russell and the Staff Member of the Board, Mr. Hayman. 
As always, their help has been cordially and ungrudingly given, and to me 
its value has been very great. 

2. As there arc many new Members in the House, I should like once 
again to make the request that, whon notices of motions for reductions 
m the Demands are given, they should be accompanied by a brief indica- 
tion of the questions which it i? intended to raise. This has now become 
the usual practice, and 1 think that besides hclf)ing (lovernment Members 
to supply the information needed for our discussions, it is generally 
recognised that it conduces to an orderly debate. 

3. Financial results of 1929-30 . — When the Budget, whicli I presented 
to the House last year, was prepared, our w’eckly earnings had shown an 
upward tendency and we expected to close the year 1929-30 with a gain 
from commercial lines of just over 7 crores. Though this sum would 
not have been sufficient to cover the wdiole of 4he loss on the strategic 
lines fins the contribution to general revenues, we hoped that it would 
be possible to pay the full contribution without drawing more than 
Rb. 86 lakhs from the Reserve. But the improvenflent was short-lived. 

( 917 ^ 
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and in February and March last the effect of the world wide trade depres- 
• sion began to be reflected in our traffic earnings, while earning power 
was further impaired by the serious strike which broke out on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. As a result vve failed to reach our revised 
estimate of 106J crores by If crores, and though our charges dropped 
by nearly half a crore, we had to withdraw over 2 crores from the Reserve. 

4. liBvised Gstimute , — Though the strike on the Great Indian Penin* 
sula Railway ended in April, the trade depression has become more acute 
wdth the passage, of the months, and the reflex effects of the civil dis- 
obedience movement have accentuated the decline in trade. We budgeted 
for total receipts from all sources of 109^ crores and total expenses, 
including interest and all other cliarg('s, of 103 J crores. Wo now 
expect that the total receipts will not exceed 9t>f crores, a reduction of 
j 2J crores, while our total charges, t bough crores below the original 
estimate, are likely to amount to nearly 102 crores. As a result, we arf 
faced W'ith a loss of 5 crores 12 lakhs, in addition to which wc have to find 

crores 74 lakhs as a contribution to general I'eveniies. It is, therefore, 
necessary for us to withdraw 10 crores 80 laklis from the Reserve, instead 
of, as we hoped, adding 84 lakhs to it. 

5. These figures can be presented in a slightly different form, whick 
will perhaps make the position somewhat clearer. The surplus on the 
commercial lines, after providing for all charges i^xeept inter(‘st, is about 
28 crores, whereas the interest debitable to tlic railways is a little over 
81 crores. The deficit of nearly 11 crores therefore means this, that the 
earnings of the railways fell short of the amount necessary to provide for 
full interest charges by 3 crores, the loss on the strategic railways was 
2} crores and the contribution to general revenues 5J crores. It haf 
always been recognised that the loss on the strategic railways is a fair 
charge against general revenues rather than against the earnings of the 
commercial lines, and it is for this reason that, under the separation con- 
vention, the loss is deducted from tlie surplus on tlie commercial lines 
before arriving at the figure of the contribution payable. It was also 
recognised that we could not expect in bad years to be able to earn our 
full contribution to general revenues, and on this account the Reserve 
Fund was created out of the profits of the years of prosperity. In effect, 
therefore, the position is this, that looking at our commercial lines purelj 
as a business proposition and ignoring for the moment the loss on strate- 
gic ra.ilways and the contribution, the loss on the commercial lines if 
only 3 crores. When the adverse circumstances of the current year are 
taken into account with the extreme depression in trade due to the fall 
in world prices and aggravated by all the circumstances connected witll 
the civil disobedience movement, with which Members are well acquaint- 
ed, unsatisfactory though the results are, I do not think they give ground 
for unmixed pessimism. 

6. Reforc passing on to the Budget for the current year, T should like 
to explain that, if a comparison is made with the results^ of previous 
years, allowance must he made for a ehnnnrp in accounting nrocedure 
which increases the exnanditure under the head “Interest” to the extent 
of about one crore. Hitherto the interest on the loans raised since 191*1 
has been caleulated, at the nominal rate of interest at which Government 
borrowed durin" the ‘period. This venr account has also been taken of thf 
discount at wbieh some of the loans have been floated, and the expenses 
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incurred in floating these loans. Unwelcome though the additional burden; 
on ths railways was, I felt that I could not contest the accuracy of the 
new method, since the cost at which Government borrows necessarily 
depr^nrls on the price at which the loans are issued. 

7. Turning now to the details of our earnings and expenses, the total 
falling off, as compared with the actuals of 1929-30, is 8i crores, of which 
about 3 crores comes under passenger and other coaching traffic earnings 
and crores under goods and other earnings. Given the conditions we 
have had to face, a falling off of this kind was inevitable. On the expen- 
diture side, we expect a saving, as compared with 1929-30, of about a 
crore. This figure, however, (loes not do full justice to the efforts at 
economy which have been made, for the allocation to the Depreciation 
Fund has automatically risen by nearly half a crore while the amount 
deducted on account of worked lines accounts for a similar sum. On the 
expenditure side under the two main heads '‘liepairs and Maintenance'* and 
“Operation”, the reduction in gross working expenses amounts to about 
235 lakh.-. Of this sum, 84 lakhs is due to certain arrear adjustments with 
the Depreciation Fund, and the actual reduction of expenditure under these 
two heads is approximately crores. As usually happens, in a bad year 
the revenue fell off much faster than the expenditure could be reduced, 
and it will be necessary to carry on a vigorous economy campaign during 
coming months. I have prciferred to make the comparison of the revised 
figures with the actuals of 1920-30, as our Budget for the current year has 
proved to be somewhat wide of the mark. 

Budget Estimate for l9fil-32, 

8. Our Budget for next year assumes total receipts from all sources of 
1024 crores and total cliargcs of 101} crores, leaving us with a net gahi- 
from all lines of I} crores. Our contribution to general revenues is 5 
crores 30 lakhs, and to meet it we shall have to draw 4 crores 15 lakhs from 
the lleserve. Compared with tlie revised estimate, which shows a net 
loss of 512 lakhs, we expect an improvement. of 0 crores 33 lakhs. Of this 
figure, 23 lakhs is expected to come from a reduction in the loss on strategic 
lines whore we hope to get 12 lakhs more in receipts and reduce our 
expenditure by 13 lakhs, while the interest charges should not go up by 
more than 2 lakhs. Owing to -the poor results of the current year, we 
shall have to pay away 40 lakhs less in surplus profits, and we hope by 
economical working to reduce our miscellaneous charges by 8 lakhs. The 
total of these three items — strategic lines, surplus profits and miscellaneous 
charges — is a betterment of 71 lakhs. Against this wo shall have to pay 
80 lakhs more in interest on commercial lines owing to the increase in the 
capital at charge, while owing to the depletion of onr Reserve Fund balance 
we must expect to receive 16 lakhs less in interest on our balances. Our 
share next year of profits from subsidized companies and from branch 
lines in which we have invested, depends chiefly on the results of this 
year, and is likely to be down by 5 Lakhs. Against the betterment of 71 
lakhs, we have therefore to set a deterioration of 101 lakhs in the other 
items T have mentioned, which moans that we have to cover a net deterio- 
ration of 30 lakhs, and in addition to obtain the additional 633 lakhs im- 
provement mentioned, from the ^vorking results of commercial lines. 

9. On the commercial lines we estimate the gross traffic receipts at 
99^ crores against 93 J crores in our revised estimate, an improvement of 
about 6 crores. We anticipate an increase of about Si crores from minor 
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alterations in rates and fares, and for the rest, the estimate assumes that 
the latter part of next year will show some improvement in trafi&c. To 
make up the balance of 73 lakhs required if we are to obtain an improve- 
ment of 663 lakhs in the working results of the commercial lines, we have 
to look to a further reduction in working expenses. Actually, however, 
the reduction needed amounts to 194 lakhs, for the allocation to the 
Depreciation Fund goes up automatically by 37 lakhs, and the fortuitous 
credit of 84 lakhs to revenue from that fund in the current year will not 
be repeated. This reduction of Ks. 194 lakhs will have to be achieved 
notwithstanding the fact that we hope to handle more traffic in the cold 
weather of 1931-32 than we did this year, and notwithstanding the addi- 
tional expenditure involved by the bringing into force of the hours of work 
conventions, the additional mileage to be opened and the recent increases 
in the wages of the lower-paid employees. The savings we anticipate fall 
under three heads: 

(i) Es. 30 lakhs by reduction of establishments and contingent 

charges coming under the head of Administration; 

(ii) Es. 157 lakhs by measures to reduce the cost of repairing and 

maintaining track and buildings and their equipment; and 

(iii) Es. 2 lakhs only under Operation, where we have to provide 

25 lakhs more for fuel. We are also expecting a larger pay- 
' ment by Es. 5 lakhs from Companies and Indian States whose 

lines wo work for them. 

10. The figures I have given can again be presented in another form. 
We expect a surplus on the commercial lines of about 35J crores, which 
•exceeds by 3J crores the interest debitable to the railways. Of the latter 
sum about 2 crores are required to meet the loss on the strategic railways, 
and there is a balance of IJ crores left towards the contribution. We have 
therefore to draw upon the reserves to the extent of 4 crores in order to 
pay the contribution. If this estimate proves to be correct, the railways 
will be perfectly solvent, but will be unable to earn more than a small part 
of what they are expected to contribute in relief of the general tax-payer. 

11. At this point it may be natural to enquire whether there is a 
reasonable prospect of attaining these results. So far as the reduction 
in expenditure is concerned, I am confident that, with the good will of 
all concerned and the strenuous efforts to effect economy which I know 
are being made on all railways, we should be able to reduce our expendi- 
ture to the extent contemplated. On the revenue side, the issue is of 
course much more uncertain. At the best of times the forecast of the 
earnings of the coming year is largely guess work, and under the abnormal 
conditions existing today the difficulty of making an estimate is very greatly 
increased. Almost everything of course depends upon whether the latter 
part of the coming year may see some lightening of the trade depression. 
Eailway traffic figures are always a most sensitive barometer of the 
fluctuations in trade and the effect on railway revenues of any increased 
movement of goods and passengers would be immediate. It was only 
after a most careful consideration that I accepted the budget estimate of 
next year’s earnings, but I think that, without being unduly optimistic, 
we may reasonably hope^that next year’s figures will show some improve- 
ment on the results of the current year. There is, however, one essential 
•condition to be satisfied if our hopes are to be fulfilled. The restoration 
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of peace in the country and the abandonment of methods of agitation 
which directly hamper and reduce trade are indispensable, if any real 
improvement is to take place. Granted these conditions, I have no doubt 
that some improivement may be looked for, since the effect of the civil 
disobedience movement has been to restrict temporarily the demand for 
a number of commodities and at the same time to create an accumulated 
demand which will claim satisfaction as soon as the barriers in the trade 
channels are removed. 

12. The financial situation of the railways being such as I have 
attempted to describe, it is of course obvious that the most urgent duty of 
all concerned in their adrninistration is to promote economy and bring about 
a reduction in working costs. To a limited extent savings occur auto- 
matically, because if fewer trains are run, less coal is burnt and a reduc- 
tion in the operating staff becomes possible. Much more than this, how- 
ever, is needed, and for some time past the Eailway Board have been 
actively engaged in impressing on the Agents the necessity of reducing 
‘expenditure to the utmost extent possible. On page 9 of the Ilailway 
Board’s Memorandum Honourable Members will find an indication of the 
'^directions in which it is hoped that costs can be brought down, as for 
example, the reduction of redundant establishments, the restriction of 
contingent charges to what is absolutely necessary and the cutting down 
-^f the standard of repairs and maintenance to the utmost extent possible, 
'Subject always to the proviso that, where v safety is in question, no risks 
•can be taken and the track and rolling stock must be maintained to the 
extent necessary to protect the public. We feel that at this juncture our 
primary duty is to stop up the hundreds of loopholes through which money 
is apt to leak away in times of prosperity, and we hope that the reduction 
in expenditure will come not from half a dozen" large items, but from an 
immense accumulation of small items, the aggregate of which may be 
very substantial. This is an aspect of the case to which I specially desire 
to invite the attention of the House. I do not know whether Honourable 
Members share the difficulty I sometimes feel, when I read official reports 
and announcements, in translating into concrete terms the somewhat 
abstract phrases in which we are apt to deliver ourselves. Perhaps I can 
best explain what we are aiming at by giving two illustrations, not from 
the Bail way Department at all, but from what came under my personal 
observation nearly a quarter of a century ago, when I had a good deal to 
do with the Telegraph Department. I hope my Honourable colleague Sir 
Joseph Bhore will pardon me for trespassing upon his province, but as the 
incidents took place so long ago I do not think I shall be in danger of 
hurting anyone's feelings. 

13. About the year 1907, in order to improve the efficiency of the 
Telegraph Department, Mr. Newlands, a traffic expert from the British 
Post Office was invited to come to India, where he remained for more 
than a year, and as I can testify, did an extraordinary amount of valuable 
work in quickening up the whole telegraphic system. I was then Under 
Secretary in the Commerce and Industries Department, and was constantly 
in touch with what was going on. One of the matters which occupied 
Mr. Newlands* mind was the possibility of reducing the number of letters 
which had to be signalled with every message as an official preamble. 
He spoke to me on the matter several times, and»I gathered" that what he 
hoped to do was to reduce the number of letters so signalled from 7 to 5. 
I ventured to suggest to him that this seemed a very ^mall detail, but his 
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immediate reply was that, though the operation might be very small, if it 
had to be repeated twenty million times a year, the total was not small 
either in time or in money. I have not the least doubt that there is a great 
field for economy of this kind in the railways. If a steady and constant 
effort is maintained to reduce to a minimum the operations which have to 
bo done by hundreds or thousands of people every day throughout the 
year, much money can be saved. 

14. The second incident was this. In those days in the Central Tele- 
graph Office in Calcutta the booking counters were on the ground floor and 
the operating room on an upper floor, and the messages after 
they had been booked were sent upstairs by means of a pneumatic 
tube. At the foot of the tube there was a clerk with a register 
in which he entered the serial number of the telegram, the 
number given to it by the booking clerk, the date and hour of 
despatch, the name of the sender, the name of the addressee, the number 
of words in the telegram, the amount charged and some five or six other 
particulars. At the top of the tube in the operating room was a second 
clerk with an identical register in which he entered the same particulars 
over again. Mr. Newlands was inspecting the Calcutta Office and noticed 
what was going on. After reflecting for a rnomi'nt or two be said, “I should 
like to ask a question. Why do you not cut the tube half-way up and have 
a third clerk with a register there? Then you will have three registers . 
instead of two**. Hero the point was that the duplication of the registers 
was totally unnecessary, and in the Madras Office at that time exactly the 
same thing was going on, only there it was still more absurd, because the 
telegrams were passed from the booking counter to the operating room 
through a hutch in the wall, and the two clerks with their registers were 
within three feet of each otlicr 

15. This duplication of registers and other part.s of the official procedure 
is a danger against which it is constantly necessary to guard and I shall 
be very much surprised if the enquiries which are now proceeding do not 
disclose many opportunities for reducing work. In order to let the House 
see that the Railway Board are fully conscious of this danger and are 
determined to do all in their power to avert it, I think the House will be 
interested to know that Mr. Parsons and Mr. Havman recently personally 
examined the system in force in the Office of the Divisional Superintendent 
at Delhi, and found it possible to effect a reduction in the establishment 
by eliminating exactly this sort of duplication- The results of their enquiries 
wilJ be communicated to the Offices of all Divisional Superintendents, and 
the improvement effected will therefore not be for one office only but for 
a large number. Instructions have also been issued to Agents that, as 
soon as in any branch it has been found possible to effect an economy by 
reducing work, the result is to be communicated to all other Railway Admi- 
nistrations throughout the country. In this way it should be possible to 
multiply the effect of any saving. 

16. I have laid stress on these examples, trivial though they may seem, 
because I believe that this method of securing economy is of first class 
impt^rtance and that our first and most urgent duty is to stop the leaks 
in the ship which endanger her safety, and for the next few months I 
should like id see the energies of the whole staff of the railways from the 
Agents downwards concentrated on this vitally important task. It is 
hSifeed one of the, ad vantages of a period of depression that the necessity 
for economy is imperiously enforced upon all concerned, and they have to 
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set their wits to work to cut their coat according to their cloth. The 
method we are adopting to bring home to railway officers the position which 
has to be faced is that of rationing. The Kailway Board do not propose 
to distribute to Agents the full sums provided in the Budget, but some- 
thing less, and no further allotment will be made until conclusive reasons 
have been given. Agents will treat their heads of departments and the 
heads of departments their subordinates in exactly the same way. It 
should be possible, I believe, to effect in the course of a few months very 
substantial savings indeed. 

17. At this point, Honourable Members may ask “Will these efforts at 
economy bring about the desired result in restoring solvency to the rail- 
ways, and in any case, assuming that they did not or assuming that there 
was a further decline in earnings, would you leave the matter there? By 
March 1932 the Keserve Fund will have been reduced to negligible propor- 
tions and the railways will bo operating on a very narrow margin. In these 
circumstances are not more drastic remedies called for?" These are most 
pertinent questions, and I will endeavour to reply to them as far as I can. 
My first answer is that in the contingency contemplated, it might well be 
necessary to carry the economy campaign a step further. It might be 
advisable, for example, to examine the possibility of more drastic and far- 
reaching economies than any we have yet contemplated, but any Com- 
mittee appointed for this purpose would have to consist mainly, not neces- 
sarily entirely of experts, because when we are dealing with a Department 
which is largely technical, it is only those who understand the whole posi- 
tion and appreciate exactly what has tc be done and why it has to be done, 
who can deal with the question efficiently and expeditiously. 

18. What has been said in the last paragraph brings me to a crucial 
point. When in the case of a commercial Department like the railways 
there is a wide gulf between earnings and expenditure, three questions 
natur.ally suggest themselves. Is it possible in the altered circumstances 
to restore solvency by a reduction in the scale of wages and salaries or by 
an increase in rates and fares or by a reduction in the taxation imposed 
on the undertaking? The last point may be briefly dismissed for the 
moment. Undoubtedly, if the fall in the general level of world prices 
proves to be permanent, the question whether the railways can continue to 
contribuio towards general revenues on the scale on which they have been 
contributing for the last seven or eight years will have to be reviewed as 
well as a great many other questions, but it does not immediately arise 
in connection with this Budget. The other two points are of greater im- 
portance and require somewhat fuller examination. 

19. The question of the possibility of a reduction in the scale of wages 
and salaries on the railways has already been mooted in more than one 
quarter, and it is necessary to state clearly the view which Government 
take. Hitherto the complaint has been that the scale of wages, so far at 
any rate as the lowest class of railway employes are concerned, was in- 
adequate and that measures were necessary to bring about an improvement. 
Two years ago in introducing the Kail way Budget, I stated that Govern- 
ment would approach the question with a desire to ascertain what was 
the ma?t that could be done for the lower paid einployis witjiput injustice 
to other intereists which Government were equally bound to safeguard. 
In pursuance of that statement, an immense amount .of work has 
devoted during the last two years to reviewing the scales of wages in fome 

B 
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on almost all the State-owned railways in India, and in preparing schemes 
in order to ameliorate conditions. The ultimate cost of the schemes for the 
revision of wages already sanctioned is about lis. 82 lakhs per annum, and 
the bulk of the railway servants covered by these schemes draw pay not 
exceeding Bs. 30 per mensem. The first point I want to make here is 
this. In so far as we are dealing wnth this class of establishment, 
that is, the people who draw not more than Bs. 80 a month, and 
having regard to all that has passed in the last two or three years, I 
think that this House should be slow in arriving at the conclusion that 
any reduction in wages and salaries is feasible. Unquestionably these low 
paid servants of the railways must have gained substantially by the fall 
in prices, but before any question can arise as to a reduction in the 
scales of pay recently fixed, it should be shown that the new level of 
prices is likely to be permanent, and that having regard to all the consi- 
derations involved, the existing scales are excessive. 

20. The second point I wish to make is this. I have endeavoured to 
ascertain the cost of the various classes of railway establishment, and 
while I must warn the House that the figures are only approximate so far 
as the subordinate establishments are concerned, certain facts emerge 
crlearly. If we exclude the large class of railway servants who draw less 
than Bs. 30 a month, the coat of the remaining establishments is about 
25 crores a year so that a ten per cent, cut in wages and salaries 
would mean a saving of 2j crores. Out of the total, the salaries of 
gazetted officers amount to only 2 crores a year and a ten per cent, 
cut would give us only Bs. 20 lakhs. I have not been able to ascertain 
with accuracy the cost of the upper subordinate establishment, that is, of 
subordinates drawing Bs. 250 a month and over or on scales of pay rising 
to Bs. 250 a month and over, but probably Bs. 7 crores a year is an out- 
side figure and the amount may actually be a good deal less. A ten per 
cent, cut in salaries applicable only to the gazetted and upper subordinate 
establishments would yield therefore a sum substantially less than Bs. 1 
crore a year. It will be obvious from these figures that if a really sub- 
stantial saving in expenditure is to be effected, the reduction will have 
to go right down the. scale excluding only the lowest paid establishments 
of all who seldom draw more than Bs. 80 a month. It may be that this 
question will have to be faced and a reduction effected in order that the 
railways may become fully solvent and able to contribute to the extent 
the Legislature may consider proper to the general expenses of Govern- 
ment. But I think it is clear that when we are dealing with large bodies 
of Government servants on comparatively low rates of pay — and it must 
be remembered that the average wage of all the railway servants in India 
does not exceed Bs, 45 a month — ^it would be unfair to single out this 
Department alone for special treatments and that if a reduction is finally 
found to be necessary, it should be general and applicable to all Depart- 
ments of Government. 

21. I turn now to the question of rates and fares. The question whether 
a deficit in the Bailway Budget could be rectified by a general increase 
in rates and fares has been fully considered, and a number of minor 
alterations — all .of them I think within the powers of the Agents — ^have 
already been fhade and will be brought into force. As I have said in an 
earlier pajssage in my speech, we hope to get about Bs. 2 crores in the 
oosdUig yaar from these increases, but our examination of the question has 
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made it evident that so long as the acute stage of the world trade depres- 
sion persists, it is exceedingly doubtful whether a general increase in rates 
and fares would in fact lead to an increase in earnings. Perhaps I can 
best illustrate this from a consideration of the passenger fares. 

22. I find that during the last three years the third class passenger 
fares amount to* very nearly 88 per cent, of the gross earnings from 
passenger traffic and in the three upper classes to little more than 12 per 
cent. I find fui*ther that between 1927-28 and 1929-30 the earnings from 
passengers carried in the three upper classes fell by from 6 to 8 per cent., 
whereas the earnings from the third class passengers fell by only one per 
^ent. The inference to be drawn is obvious, namely, that as prosperity 
conditions began to pass away and the impending trade depression grew 
nearer, there was an immediate tendency for passengers to travel a class 
lower than they had hitherto been accustomed to do. That is to say, some 
of the first class passengers travelled second class, some of the second class 
passengers in intermediate class and some of the intermediate class passen- 
gers in the third class. Tf therefore the Government of India were now to in- 
crease the fares of fhe tliree upper classes, 1 am afraid the only result would 
be to accentuate the tendencies which had disclosed themselves even in 
1929-30, and which, from all I can hear, have been even more prominent 
'during the current year, with the resuH that the fares indeed might be 
higher but the earnings much the same, if not lower. It follows that, 
if it were considered necessary to increase passenger fares, the increase 
would have to be general and applicable to the third class passengers. I 
•do not say that it may not become necessary to face a general increase in 
third class fares, but before any decision is reached, two questions would 
require very close examination, namely, the limit imposed by the com- 
petition of the motor buses and the effect that the increase in fares might 
have on the total number of passengers travelling. What the railways 
are suffering from at present is a reduction in the total number of passen- 
gers, and it is very far from certain whether, until things begin to improve, 
railway receipts can in fact be increased appreciably by raising third class 
fares. 

23. What I have said applies also to any general increases in the freight 
on goods. Here the considerations to be borne in mind are more compli- 
cated, but substantially the position is not very different. At a time when 
the purchasing power of the cultivator is narrowly restricted, even small 
increases in rates might have adverse effects on traffic and the gain to 
railway revenues^ from the increase might prove to be illusory. Our present 
conclusion is that while we shall be ready to make such increases in rates 
and fares as may prove to be practically feasible and likely to increase our 
•^earnings, it is not in this direction we can look at the moment for the 
means of bridging the gulf between the railway earnings and railway expen- 
diture of all kinds. 

24. It is not only from the point of view of obtaining a larger revenue 
that railway freight rates have come under review during the last few 
months. The general fall in world prices of agricultural produce has had 
a most serious effect on the position of the cultivating classes in India, and 
notwithstanding the very grave position of the railway finanges we have 
had to consider whether it was possible to reduce* the railway freight on 
agricultural products. The products which have been specially examin^ 
are rice, wheat, oilseeds- and cotton, and of these ^ the ffirst two may be 
•dismissed briefly. About three ago a reduction of nearly one- third 
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was made in the railway freight on wheat to Kaiachi and as this route is 
the cheapest route from the Punjab Canal Colonies to Bombay, the reduc- 
tion affected that centre also. Eecently by arrangement with the Punjab 
Government a similar reduction has been made in the freight on wheat to 
Calcutta. Meanwhile, however, there has been a change in the relative 
level of prices, Indian wheat in the Punjab now stands at a price well 
above export parity, and so long as this condition of affairs exists, no reduc- 
tion of railway freights which is practically feasible can lead to the export 
of wheat from India. As for rice, this is mainly a Burma problem, and 
the report which w'as called for from the Agent of the Burma Eailways is 
now under examination. 

25. So far as oilseeds are concerned, the case stands thus. The 
ground-nut crop which is grown mainly in the South of India is moving 
freely to the ports at the existing level of freights, and I may point out that 
on the Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Eailways the 
maximum lead to the ports does not exceed 350 miles, so that the railway 
freight is not likely to prove so burdensome as it may do when agricultural 
produce has to be brought to a port from a distance of 600 to 900 miles in 
Northern India. As to the other classes of oilseeds, the position appears 
to be this, tliat the Indian price in several cases is well above export parity 
and that a reduction in railway freight would make no difference. No 
more traffic would be moved and the price received by the cultivator would 
not be higher. It is very significant, I think, that no application has been^ 
received from the trade for a reduction in the railway freight on oilseeds, 
and all the information we have been able to obtain from those engaged 
in the export trade points to the conclusion that a reduction in railway 
freight at the present juncture would be ineffective. The position can 
perhaps be best illustrated by taking the case of cotton seed. Some three- 
months ago the Agents of the two great railways leading into Bombay drew 
attention to the fact that cotton seed would not move at the level of freights 
then existing, and obtained the approval of tho Eailway Board to a subs- 
tantial reduction in freight. For a. few weeks this measure proved success- 
ful and tho traffic increased, but recently there has been a further fall in 
world prices and the traffic has dropped back to its former level. So 
f.ar as oilseeds are concerned, the Government of India have come definitely 
to the conclusion that at the moment there is nothing to be done, but 
that the position requires to be kept under constant observation, because 
the level of prices might so change that a reduction in freight would be 
beneficial both to tho cultivator and to the railways. 

26. The desirability of a reduction in freight has been more insistently 
pressed in tile case of cotton than perhaps in the case of any other a^- 
cultural commodity, and the Government of India have given the question 
their most anxious consideration. The financial circumstances of the 
railways are such that so long as the cotton crop is moving freely at 
existing rates, they felt that a freight reduction could not be faced. In 
addition, they felt strongly that if a reduction was to be made at all, it 
should be made at the time when it was likely to prove of direct benefit 
to the cultivator, and also that before any final decision was taken, it 
was -desirable to see l\pw the traffic earnings were likely to shape in the 
coming season. The position will therefore be reviewed in about six 
months’ time, aijd meanwhile developments will be closely watched. But 
.1 should like to make it plain that this decision of Government does 
not imply any lack of consideration for the interests of the cultivator, 
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'Or any failure to appreciate the broader aspects of the case which the 
railways, even when considered as a strictly commercial concern, ought 
to keep in view. A permanent reduction in the area under cotton in 
India, while undoubtedly injurious to the ryot, would affect the railways 
prejudicially in two ways, first because the cotton traffic itself would 
diminish, and second because food crops would probably be grown in the 
areas taken out of cotton with a consequent reduction in the railway traffic 
in food grains transported to these areas. This is an aspect of the case 
which will constantly be borne in mind. The Government of India are 
satisfied, however, that, no reduction in cotton freight which could be 
made now would be likely to be of direct benefit to the cultivator. 

27. What has been said in the foregoing paragraphs on the subject of 
rates and fares leads me to revert to a point which was only lightly touched 
on at an earlier stage. It will be that our railway services, like other 
branches of Government, may luive lo adjust themselves permanently to 
a lower level of prices. Tn that ease, sooner or later the question will 
have to be faced how the adjustment is to be made. The three factors 
which will mainly affect ^the decision will, I think, be (1) the extreme 
importance to the national life of cheap transport, and in particular low 
rates for agricultural produce, (2) the desirability of satisfying the equitable 
claims of the great body of railway servants in India, and (3) the scale 
of contribution which, under the altered conditions, the railways can 
fairly be asked to make in aid of the general tax-payer. It is clear that 
each of these considerations will have to be balanced against the other 
two, and an attempt made to do justice to each of them. To attempt to 
deal with any one of them in isolation from the others could not lead 
to a satisfaction solution of our present difficulties.^ 

28. It has been necessary, ,Mr. President, to deal at considerable 
length with the anxious problems of railway finance which emerge from 
the present trade depression, and the other aspects of railway administra- 
tion, on wdiich in introducing earlier Budgets I have dwelt at some length, 
^can only be referred to briefly. There arc Ihree directions in which the 
ability of the railways to carry out desirable reforms and improvements 
has been sadly curtailed by the slump in trade and the reduction in railway 
turnings. One of them is the capital programme. Here all that can be 
said is that the programme has been cut to the bone and that nothing 
which is not absolutely essential has survived. We arc unable to com- 
mence any new construction whatever, and can only carry on the works al- 
ready in progress, to completion. Of these the most important arc the 
Sagaing bridge in Burma and the Baipur-Vizianagram Bailway intended to 
open up a new outlet to the sea at Vizagapatam to a large area of the Cen- 
tral Provinces. Of the open line works now in progress or about to be under- 
taken, the most important are the doubling of the Bast Indian Bailway 
from Cawnpore to Agra and the reconstruction of the Narbadda bridge 
which we have been compelled to undertake by considera.tio.ns of safety. 
It is needless to say that this retardation of development work is a great 
disappointment, but conditions being what they are, there is no alternative. 

29. The second direction in which desirable expenditure has had to be 

curtailed is the provision of greater amenities in all sorts of 
^ ways for third class passengers. At a timfe when all 'expenditure 

lias to be severely restricted, it is impossible for the railways to provide 
services on the same scale as they are in a position, to sHpply when fimels 
are prosperous, or to spend large sums in raising the standard of comfort. 
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We can but hope that our present troubles are transitory, and that before 
long it will be possible to push on with the programme of improvements 
on which we were already engaged. 

30. Finally, falling revenues mean slower progress in all the schemes 
which we hoped to undertake for the benefit of the railway stafE and 
particularly for the lowest paid employes. This is inevitable, however 
regrettable, but while I am on this point I cannot close without paying a 
tribute to the indefatigable energy which during the last two years Mr. 
Hayman, the Staff Member of the Railway Board, has devoted to every 
question connected with the welfare of the staff and to the solution of a 
number of difficult staff problems which have arisen since the war and 
which could not be properly tackled until the headquarters organisation in 
the Railway Board was properly organised for the purpose. It is out of the 
question for me within any reasonable limit of time to describe in detail 
all that has been done, and indeed the bare enumeration of the various 
subjects which have come under examination might prolong my speech by 
twenty minutes or more. I can only refer here specially to the schemes 
which have been prepared and brought into force on most of the railways 
in India for improving the pay of the lowest paid employes, and the steps 
which have been taken to give effect to our obligations under the Geneva 
and Washington conventions regarding the hours of work of railway em- 
ployes. Both these matters are now far advanced and Mr. Hayman and 
I shall be ready during the budget discussions to give any additional infor- 
mation which Honournbl(3 Members may desire. Possibly also we may be 
able to circulate a memorandum so as to let Honourable Members 
sec that the numerous questions connected with the staff, to which atten- 
tion is annually drawn in the discussion of the Railway Budget, have not 
been neglected or put on one side. 

HI. There are, however, two matters to which particular attention has 
been given, about which I should like to say a little more. One is the re- 
presentation of Muslims in the railway service. Special enquiries have 
been made in throe of the principal railways, and the Government of 
India have come to the conclusion that adequate steps have not yet been 
taken to give effect to the policy of Government and that further measures 
are necessary and must be introduced at a very early date. A memoran- 
dum on this point will be circulated. The other point to which I wish to* 
refer is the question of Indianisation. I should like to bring to the notice 
of the House the fact that the percentage of officers of Indian domicile- 
recruited for the State-managed railways during 1929-30 was 70*7 per cent, 
and when promotions from the Local Engineering and Traffic Service are* 
taken into account, the percentage rises to over 75. I think this result 
is satisfactory. The position we hove now reached is that except in the 
Transportation (Power) and Mechanical Engineering Departments, there is 
at present no difficulty in obtaining Indian recruits with Ihe requisite quali- 
fications. For these two branches special efforts have been made to obtain 
Indian recruits during the period before the scheme of apprenticeship insti- 
tuted in 1926 comes to fruition. During the last two years applications 
from Indians have been invited both in India and in the United Kingdom 
to fill vacancies in thesetbranches in the hope that Indian candidates might 
be forthcoming in the open market, who would be likely to develop into 
efficient officers. The qualifying standard was lowered and the age limit 
relaxed and in this* way seven recnaits were obtained last year, and wo 
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hope to obtain five this year. In some cases candidates who were not 
fuUy qualified were engaged on probation for one year in the belief that 
with further experience and training they would come up to the required 
standard. 1 have thought it worth while to mention this in order to make 
it plain that no effort has been lacking to carry out the declared policy of 
Government. 

32. Mr. President, I fear 1 have addressed this House at somewhat 
excessive length and I must thank Honourable Members for the indulgence 
with which they have heard me. My only excuse is that today the finan- 
cial eircumstances of the railways arc as anxious and difficult as they have 
been at any previous period, and it seemed part of my task to convince the 
House, if I could, that all the difficult problems would receive full and 
ample consideration. I will not delay the House further, Mr. President, 
but recommend the budget proposals to their consideration. (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two of 
the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

(Amendment of section 144.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. The House will resume further consi- 
deration of the following motion moved by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Amendment 
of Section 144) bo referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Sir 
James Crerar, Sir Lancelot Graham, Mr. B. R. Puri, Sir Abdur Rahim, Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Arthur Moore and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be four.“ 

) 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Mu* 
bammadan Rural) : Sir, today is the third day of the discussion on the 
motion of my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singli ; and after 
hearing the speeches that have been made on this motion for the last two 
days, I have come to the conclusion that it would not be discreet on my 
part to help in hastening legislation in the direction proposed by my 
friend. Sir, the usual course of taking legislation in hand in this Assem- 
bly is that, after the motion for admission is duly accepted, a motion is 
made for eliciting public opinion thereon; and unless a very strong case 
is made out for making a departure from this usual practice and for 
leaving out the intermediate stages, it is not proper to depart therefrom. 
Now on reading the speeches of my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, and those who have supported his motion, I am not at all satisfied 
that any case has been made out for a departure from the usual praciice. 
While giving his reasons for proposing this amendment, my friend says — 
these are his words: 

“But the extraordinary and indiscriminate applications of .the section that have- 
taken place in recent years on such a large scale for fhe purpose of suppressing 
political agitation. . . .*' 
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That is to say, the only ground for which he wants to make the 
amendment is the indiscriminate application of- this section. Now while 
quoting instances of this so-called indiscriminate application, he has given 
an instance of a case which occuiTed in 1906. The other instance which 
he gave was of another case which took place in 1917. Well, if the in- 
stances of misuse and misapplication are so few and far between, then I 
do not think this can be any ground for his hastening legislation and 
adopting an extraordinary course. (Applause.) As we know, Sir, section 
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code does not form part of any substantive 
law. bub is a measure intended to meet emergencies. Now if an emergent 
measure like this is surrounded by restrictions, then I think the very 
object for w'hich this measure is intended would be lost. (Hear, hear.) 
The main object, Sir, of this Legislature is the maintenance of law and 
order; and if it is found that law and order is in danger, then it is the 
first duty of the State to adopt any measure which may be considered 
suitable to restore pleace and protect the lives and property of the people 
in the country. Section 144,, when it was being amended in 1922 (An 
Honourable Member: “In 1923”), rather in 1923, an objection was raised 
in Select Committee that this section was vaguely worded. Weil, after 
giving their due consideration to the objection, the Select Committee 
came to the conclusion that they could not change the language of the sec- 
tion, but they added another clause (the last clause) to section 144, which 
gives power to any person who js affected to make an application to the 
Court, or the Court is also empowered, at its own discretion, to take 
cognizance and record evidence and to amend or rescind the order which 
it has passed. Now the purpose for which the amendment of my friend, 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, has been tabled is the same, that the order 
should not bo passed without recording some reliable evidence. The law 
as it stands gives ample power to the Court to record evidence, ^'f the 
contingency or the emergency is not so urgent that it leaves no room for 
making any inquiry. If there is any room for making an inquiry, then 
under the present section the Court has sufficient power to record evidence. 
So I think that the amendment which my friend wants to propose is not 
really so very urgent or so very necessary. 

My Honourable friend, Sir Abdur Eahim, who was himself a Member 
of the Executive Council of his Province, and had to deal with cases 
which came under section 144, could not in his speech tell us that this 
section was so numerously abused as my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, 
had stated. On the other hand. Sir Abdur Eahim himself admitted that 
the wording of the amendment, as framed by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, 
is not perfect and is defective. He wanted the section to bo improved 
in Select Committee. Now I would submit that we ourselves have been 
laying very great stress upon obtaining public opinion. We always oppose 
Government and say that they ignore public opinion (Hear, hear), but 
T am really surprised Ijo find that my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, on 
this occasion wants himself to ignore p\iblic opinion and wants that this 
important measure should be placed on the Statute-book without consult- 
ing public opinion. 


JUr. Amar Nath^ Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : 
He is backed by public opinion. 
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Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub: I think he does not want to elicit public 
^opinion and in effect is ignoring public opinion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : He is backed by public opinion. 

Maulvi Mu hamm ad Yakub: Well, 1 do not know. This naeasure has 
been on the Statute-book for the last fifty years, and this Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code in fact has been amended during these fifty years two, three 
or four times. It was amended last in *1928, but public opinion has not 
demanded that any amendment should be made in section 144. 
.(Ironical laughter from Non-Official Benches.) Therefore it shows that he 
is not backed by public opinion. So I say that it is really surprising 
that my Honourable friend wants to ignore public opinion on this occasion, 
and I feel that a measure like this should not be placed on the Statute- 
-book without obtaining public opinion. Now, Sir, it is a matter of 
common knowledge that respect for law and order and respect for authority 
'has slackened since the first non-co-operation movement was started in 
1919-20, and during the last year this respect for law and order has been 
shaken to its very roots; .and at the present moment when we are on 
't.he threshold of reforms, when power is to be transferred to the people 
of the country, would it be wise and discreet on our part that we should 
weaken the hands of our own countrymen who may be in charge of 
maintaining law and order in the country? What is the idea of Swaraj 
among the masses, 1 ask you,, Sir? The idea of the man in the street 
is, rightly or wrongly, that there will be no law, that there will be no 
taxes, and that nobody will be punished for committing any offences. That 
is the idea of Swaraj among the illiterate masses in India. In this 
atmosphere when responsible government is established in this country 
and we have got the reins of Government in our own hands, what would 
be the result? Of course our own people, our own Government will 
have to keep order; they will have to realise taxes and they will have to 
punish the offenders, with the result that there will be a storm in the 
country. There will be demonstrations; there will be agitation, and there 
will be, at least for some time,, something like chaos and anarchy if we 
do not strengthen the hands of our Magistracy. Therefore I submit 
that it would be very indiscreet on our part if on this occasion we were 
to slacken the power of those who will be responsible for keeping order 
in the C/Ountry.. 

Now, Sir, there is one statement in the speech of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, which cannot be allowed to go un- 
challenged. He talks of peaceful picketing and peaceful processions. 
Well, Sir, whatever may be the opinion of my Honourable friend, I 
must tell him that picketing and processions have never been peaceful 
and could not be peaceful. That is my opinion as well .as the opinion 
of hundreds and thousands of peaceful citizens of India. Well, Sir, 
violence is of two kinds, active violence and passive violence. I must 
say that active violence has also taken place in picketing, but mostly there 
has been passive violence. Of course if h man persuades me by giving 
speeches, if^he stands on the public road and delivers a public lecture 
and tells people not to purchase foreign cloth Or not to take liquor, that 
is quite justified. That would be peaceful picketing if it refhained there, 
but as soon as you stand in my way and restrict my movements, as 
soon as you do not let me go into a shop, then, you .are certainly com- 
mitting violence. That is violent picketing, and it has been carried on 
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over the whole country. There is not only this passive violence, but I 
can quote hundreds of cases of active violence. We know what happened 
in Agra; the nose of a foreign cloth dealer was cut off. We know what 
is happening today in Benares. Jan Muhammad, a Mussalman merchant,, 
was shot down for selling foreign cloth. 

An Honourable Member: The case has not yet been proved. 

Maulvi M uha mm ad Yakub: He has been shot, I do not say by whom, 
for selling foreign cloth, and the result is that feeling runs very high in 
Benares and a whole family of Mussalmans consisting of women and 
children wer(? slaughtered and butchered, most barbarously, while they 
were sleeping. This is Ihe result of non-violent picketing. Mr. Gandhi 
has asked Government to institute an inquirj,' into the conduct of the 
police. I am not holding a brief on behalf of the police. I daresay 
excesses may have been committed by the police, for a man is liable to 
commit mistakes especially on occasions when very filthy and provoking 
language is used. We all know that during these processions and 
picketing, very filthy and abusive language was used not only against the 
police but against respectable citizens who could not see eye to eye with 
the people who carried on the non-co-operation movement. Is that not 
violence? It may be worth while for Government, if they think proper, 
to institute an inquiry into the conduct of the police, but at the same 
time I would appeal to Mr. Gandhi also to institute an inquiry into the 
conduct of his own volunteers and his army, of non-violence, and it 
would be well for the organisation as well as for the peaceful Government 
of our country if an inquiry were to be instituted to go into the conduct 
of these non-violent pieketers, (Applause from the Government Benches), 
and an effort made to find out in what way they have behaved. So I 
submit, Sir, that this picketing and this movement has not been non- 
violent from the very beginning up to the end. 

Great stress was laid by my Honourable friend, Mr. Misra, the other 
day when he was talking on the Resolution of my friend Mr. Sadiq 
Hasan on the point that we want to stop people from taking liquor and 
for that We are penalised. That is not a fact. People are not penalised' 
for asking men not to drink. In fact every person has the liberty to 
start as many temperance societies as he likes. Among Mussalmans 
it is purely against the Shariat of Islam to drink. As a matter of fact 
the holy Koran is very emphatic on the point that wine should not be taken, 
but even a Mussalman is not allowed to force anybody not to drink if 
be wants to do it. It would be against the Shariat of Islam to force a man, 
to stop him and to snatch away a bottle of drink. So the people are 
not penalised for asking men not to drink, but they are penalised for 
committing violence and for interfering with the freedom of action of 
peaceful citizens. Nobody has any right to circumscribe my liberty or 
to stop mo from doing, a thing which I want to do. For these reasons 
I cannot support the motion of iny friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. On the 
other hand I think it would be more wise and more discreet to support 
the motion of my friend Mr. Anklesaria that this Bill should be circulated 
for public opinion thereoA. No case of urgency has been made out. When 
we are in possession of the opinions of learned judges, and lawyers and 
members of the public. I think we will be in a better position to deal' 
with a proposition like this. 
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Mr. B. B. Puri (West Punjab: Non-MuhammadiUDi) : Sir, I rise to 
support the motion, and 1 do so because I feel that an amendment of 
this, section is needed. Indeed it has been overdue. We have been told, 
and this has been more or less the uniform argument which has been 
advanced from the Treasury Benches and an argument which has been 
adopted by most of the Honourable Members who have spoken against 
this measure, that ib is a measure which by virtue of its age alone should 
not be disturbed. It has remained on the Statute-book for such a long 
time that it has assumed a sort of sanctity, which sanctity should not 
be interfered with. How, Sir, bad laws and bad measures have been 
known to have remained on the Statute-books for even longer periods, 
and it will hardly be any argument th.at a measure should not bo over- 
hauled or looked into carefully with a view to see whether it has out- 
lived its necessity or whether it is really consonant with the progress of 
the society, merely on account of its age. A measure is not entitled to 
be retained for ever or indefinitely. The laws have to be retained or 
repealed on their own intrinsic merits and not on the score of their age. 
That is so far as the universal argument which has been advanced on 
behalf of the Government, is concerned. Now', Sir, the rest of the 
argument so far as the Treasurj' Benches are concerned has been more 
or less diffused and that, I venture to submit, has been so because no 
endeavour has been made to discover the real underlying principle of 
this Bill. If I may venture to call your attention to this aspect, I would 
like to point out that in order to appreciate the real point and the merit ' 
of the measure which has been put forw'ard by my friend, Mr. Gaya 
Prassad Singh, one has to go a little deeper into the matter and find out what 
is the nature and character of this lawr. Now,- Sir, in essence, all orders 
which are passed by the Magistracy under section 144 — in essence — all 
such orders are bad in law'. Even though they conform to the wording 
of section 144, I maintain that those orders arc, in essence, not good and 
I give my reasons in support of that contention. It is one of the most 
elementary principles of law that people's .rights and liberties must be 
protected. My learned friend, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, is entirely 
wrong when he says that the object of laws is “to protect law and order" 
as he put it. That is certainly not the case, and I am surprised h) hear 
this dictum from the mouth of a lawyer. The object of all law^s, the 
object of all legislature, is to protect the life and the liberties and the 
rights of the people. Wo owe allegiance to Government. We contribute 
funds 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal: European): What is the difference? 

Mr, B. R. Puri: I will tell you in a minute if you will have the 
patience. Laws are not made for their own protection. My learned 
friend's dictum was that the laws are made in order to protect law and 
order. I venture to submit that that is a meaningless phrase. The laws 
are meant to protect the rights and liberties of people. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : How can you protect them unless you res- 
pect the laws ? 

Mr. B. R. Puri: Now', Sir, the law is, every ‘man can go wherever he 
likes as long as he does not offend against the penal laws, as long as he 
does not commit trespass. As long as I do not come within the four 
comers of sections 500 and 124A, T have full liberty to say what I like. 
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1 have got the liberty of speech, and the liberty of movement subject to 
the above qualifications. Here does section 144 come in. It says that 
although the rights and liberties of the people shall be protected general- 
ly, there may arise occasions when the executive are more or less help- 
less; when the executive, instead of upholding and maintaining the per- 
sonal rights and liberties of individuals, have, in deference to the larger 
interests for the welfare of the multitude, and in order to tide over 
a certain crisis, to deny such rights temporarily and in urgent cases only. 
Ir other words, this particular provision of law is to legalise illegalities. 
What ordinarily would be an illegal act, namely, to deny me my liberty, 
secured by the ordinary civil law, by the municipal law, would be legal 
under certain circumstances under section 144. That section says that 
we must recognise occasions when it becomes necessary for the authorities, 
for a temporary period to deny the ordinary rights, until the crisis is over. 
But such urgency and its duration must be strictly limited and must be 
strictly defined. After all, a law which in its very nature is extraordinary, 
a law which in its very nature is such that it must be availed of and 
utilised only under extraordinary circumstances and in exceptional cases, 
is not a law which can be used as a matter of routine, because you cannot 
play about with people’s rights every day. Unless a special occasion 
arises, unless a proper case is established, you have got no right to play 
^ with people’s rights and liberties. That is one reason why, I regard sec- 
tion 144 as an extraordinary and exceptional law. I have had occasion to 
go very carefully through the printed record of the speech of the Honour- 
able the Home Member, and I find that he has fallen into an error at the 
very start of his speech when he says that it is not an exceptional .ind an 
•extraordinary measure. Let me, for his information, point out that it is no- 
thing else but that. It is an extraordinary measure; it is an exceptional 
measure ; it is a measure which has to be brought into action only under 
exceptional circumstances and not as an ordinary routine. The ques- 
tion is — and I do not wish to conceal the fact — that we want to secure 
a better recognition of the rights of the people so far as the public meet- 
ings and the right of speech-making is concerned. That is the real ob- 
ject of this particular measure. 

Now, Sir, if you look into the main provisions of this measure, you 
v^ill find that it seeks to bring about improvement and amendment 
in the existing law in two or three different ways. In the first place, 
this measure seeks to introduce n particular clause under which the Magis- 
trate, before he proceeds to take any action under section 144, must re- 
cord some kind of evidence. You will see that any fixed quantity of 
evidence is not prescribed. The Magistrate is not called upon unneces- 
sarily to prolong the proceedings by entering into a very elaborate in- 
quiry. What the measure really wants is that there should be at least some 
sort of judicial material upon which the order could be based, so that here- 
after the Higher Courts, be they the court of revision or the court of appeal, 
may be in a position to appreciate whether the order was based on pro- 
per material or not. The present law merely says that there should be a 
written order ‘giving the Ynaterial facts of the case. I submit that in 
practice this will make no appreciable difference, because even now, if 
you* look carefully into the measure, you will find that it does demand of 
a Magistrate that thefe should be some kind of an inquiry before he issues 
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an order under this section; and on that point I will ask you kindly ta 
bear with me for one minute in order to appreciate that what is demanded 
in the new Bill is after all what already exists in the spirit of the measure 
as it now stands. 

It was ruled in 38 Calcutta that, before proceedings under this section 
could be taken, the Magistrate should hold an inquiry and record the 
urgency of the matter. In another authority it was ruled that an 
order under this section must be based on proper evidence. In another 
ruling it was laid down that the order must contain a statement of material 
facts. Under this section something more is necessary to be stated in 
the order than a mere recital of the fact that in the opinion of the Magis- 
trate there was sufficient ground for proceeding under this section. If 
that is the law, if that is how it has been interpreted by the different 
High Courts, then why should you feel nervous of this amendment which 
seeks to introduce in it by words what already exists in the spirit of the 
provision? After all we are not asking for something radically different, 
which does not exist already or does not properly fall within" the legiti- 
mate scope of the existing law. I’hcrefore, so far as the demand witli 
regard to the recording of evidence is concerned, we are not asking some- 
thing very drastic or something unheard of. We are asking what the 
High Courts already say and have declared is within the legitimate scope 
and interpretation of the existing provision. 

Now, proceeding further, so far as the provision of appeal is concerned, 
here again I say that 1 do not see any justification for any opposition 
on the part of the Government to an improvement in this direction. 
Aftei' all it is a discretionary measure. After all it is a guast-executive 
measure, and the Magistrates, as has been admitted and conceded by 
more than one Honourable Member speaking on behalf of the (lovorn- 
ment, are not only apt to go astray, but they have conceded that there 
have been many cases and instances where the Magistrate’s decision with 
regard to whether section 144 should or should not be applied, has been 
erroneous. Therefore my siibraission is that the provision of an appeal 
will provide a wholesome check upon the propensities and upon the 
eccentricities of the Magistracy. After all so far as the main point and 
the main argument of the Goycniinent was concerned, namely, that any 
protracted inquiry would frustr«xte the very object of an emergent ])ro- 
vision of this kind, that vvould not apply so far as providing of an appeal 
is concerned, because that stage is over; the subsequent consideration 
of a point, namely, whether a particular case has been properly handled 
or not and whether discretion has been properly exercised or nf»t. can 
well be mooted and discussed in a court of appeal. Why should Govern- 
ment be nervous of providing an appeal with regard to a measure of this 
kind ? 

The third point is with regard to the duration of an order, and I think 
there again the learned Mover has made but a modest demand. He 
says, if you are allowed under the law to pass an ex parte order, the 
duration and life of that ex parte order should not go beyond 48 hours. 
I wnll ask you, Sir, to imagine in a particular village where a certain 
class of people who happen to be in a minority asser^ their right to 
draw water out of a particular well, and the Aiajority of people contest 
their right, would you allow a whole family to die of thirst for a period 
of two months? You may be justified under the* provisions of section’ 144 
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in saying that although it is the tight of the minority to draw water 
from that well^ since it' is likely to lead to riots or other serious conse- 
quences the Magistrate should step in and say “1 order these four or five 
or six persons not to draw water from that w’ell/* You are temporarily 
denying what is obviously their right, in order to avoid some bloodshed 
or riot 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : Is the Honourable 
Member aware of any case of that character in his experience in which 
an order has been made to that effect? 

Mr. B. B. Furi: I will give you very similar cases, from which you 
will be able to see whether the proposal in the Bill is justified or not. 
For instance, take the case of a musical procession in front of a mosque 
by a community which is in the minority. The Muhammadan popula- 
tion would object to that. 1 say that it would be a legitimate use of 
section 144 if the Magistrate were to say that, in order to avoid any 
kind of riot, the procession should be stopped. Although ordinarily I 
would be entitled to pass through that particular thoroughfare and I 
would be entitled to have my own way, still in deference to the wishes 
of another community and in order to avoid ugly results, I say that the 
Magistrate would be w^ell within his power under section 144 to prevent 
the minority or those people who were about to take that particular 
action, from doing so. Similarly 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Ts there any similarity between the two 
oases? Would anybody die of thirst if this procession were stopped? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamiu Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan Bural) : 
Does this Bill seek to remove this difficulty? 

Mr. B. R. Puri: I will tell you if you will w^ait a little. Similarly, 
in a place where the Hindu population preponderates, suppose a Muham- 
madan funeral was to go through the street : well, in order to avoid any 
kind of sericus consequences, although it would bo within their right 
and privilege, to go and pass through the street, they could be prevented. 
These are instances where ordinary civil rights of people can be denied 
to them, in order to avoid consequences of a serious character. Simi- 
larly so far as the drawing of water is concerned, I am informed by my 
learned friend here who is sitting next to me (Mr. Amar Nath Dutt) 
that in Bengal similar orders were passed in every district and in every 
village .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division: Muhammadan Eural): Do not be 
instructed by him. 

Mr. B. B. Puri: Now, it will be conceded, and indeed it has not 
been denied by the Honourable the Home Member in his speech, that the 
instances which were cited by, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh did actually occur. 
No Honourable Member has gone the length of denying the factum of 
those cases, that such cases have occurred, and that the Magistracy have 
actually found ^within the mischief of the section the meaning of Gandhi 
caps and the singing of Bhnde Mataram and passed orders accordingly. I 
say, Sir, that if the section coudd be put to such loose use, to such wide 
use,* either there must be something wrong in your law or there must 
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be something wrong with your Magistracy. You can make your choice. 

If the Magistracy can read out of this section an authority and power 
under which they can prevent people from wearing Gandhi caps, I say 
then there must be something radically wrong in the section itself as 
it is worded, or there must be something wrong with the angle of vision 
of the Magistrates who are called upon to interpret that law. But, Sir, 

I maintain that, so far as the Magistracy is concerned, 1 shall be prej)ared 
to absolve them. 1 would not charge them with having deliberately 
interpreted this section in order to bring in cases and incidents which 
legitimcitely do not fall , within the wording of the section. But where i 
differ from you is this, that while I absolve the Magistracy from the 
:charge either of incompetency or of dishonesty, I say your law is as bad 
as it could ever be. Y^ou have golb merely to look at the wording of the 
section to be convinced that the Magistrates would be justified, so far 
as the interpretation of the .section is concerned, not only to prevent 
people from wearing Gandhi caps, but also to order a certain member 
of a family not to ill-treat his wife or his own children. The language 
of the section lends itself to that construction, and I shall show the 
House how it does so. 1 would ask Honourable Members kindly to look 
at the section. Now, what does it say? It sayg this: 

“Such Magistrate may, by a written order .stating the material facts of the 
case and served in manner provided** — hp.re romex thp rplvrnnt portion — “direct any 
person to abstain from a certain act**. 

Now, SO far as the nature and character of the act is concerned, it does 
not define, it docs not qualify, so that any person can be ordered to 
abstain from doing any act., provided the other condition is fulfilled, that 
is, if the act causes any annoyance or injury or leads to certain results in 
the form of riots, bloodshed, and so on. That is the only qualification 
that is provided. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: What about sub-section ("i)V 

Mr. B. B. Puri: That has got nothing to do with it. I arn dealing 
with the second part of sub-section (I), the first part has nothing to do 
with it. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: The first is very relevant. 

Mr. B. B. Puri: The words which T want the House to consider for 
the moment are "abstain from" a certain .act, and I say that the only 
qualification which is provided by the Act is that any person can be 
called upon by a Magistrate to abstain from doing any act, provided that 
act causes annoyance to anybody. That is all that the section requires. 
If the Honourable Member wants me to refer to any particular thing, I 
will endeavour to do so 

Mr. President: Will you please go on? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muharn- 
madan) : I thought that the Honourable the Home Member was going to 
say something. i 

Mr. President: He has nothing to say at present. Please go on. 

Xr. B. B. Puri: Now, Sir, looking at the language of the section, I 
maintain that if the words are quite clear, you have got to interpret the 
words in their ordinary and natural meaning; you' got no right to 
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import any meaning into the section in order to draw out of the sec- 
tion some meaning which may suit your own purpose. We have 

got to give the ordinary and the common meaning to those words 
which are employed there, and 1 say that in interpreting the sec- 
tion in the way in which the Statute ought to be interpreted, we 

cannot come to any other conclusion than this, that this is a most 

sweeping provision, where a Magistrate could order any man to abstain 
from doing any act. Therefore, not only the wearing of Gandhi caps can 
be prohibited by him, but he can also prohibit the use of any other kind 
of attire like dhotiea and so forth at any time if be so fancies — at least your 
present law empowers him to do that. Now, Sir, if that is your law, 
I submit that it is time that we overhauled it. After all, that is not 
really the true scope of this law\ 

Now, Sir, I wish to add only one or two words more before I resume 

g ^ ^ my seat, and that is, the language of this section needs amend- 
ment without any further argument being advanced from any 
quarter. It is, as I said, an extraordinary provision, and the scope of a 
provision of this character must be strictly limited and strictly defined. 
The language of the section is so loosei and so wide that it is likely to be 
interpreted in a most capricious manner and the peoples’ rights are apt 
to be denied to an extent which I cun certain is not the desire of any 
Honourable Member either on this side or on the other side of the House. 

Mr, K. Ahmed: It is all very well, but what objection have you for 
circulation? You have not said anything about it? 

Mr. B. R. Puri: I have endeavoured to make my position clear. I 
don’t know if my Honourable friend has been following me or not. I 
do not know whether the fault is mine or his, but in any case I have 
tried to make my position as clear as I could. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: What is your objection? 

Mr. B. R. Puri: I cannot address him in Bengali to make him under- 
stand. I have shown that the provision of appeal is wholesome; I have 
shown that the period during which this ex parte order should bo allowed 
to remain is but only a legitimate demand, and I have also shown that 
what we are asking for, namely that the evidence should be recorded, 
already exists in the spirit of that provision as held by the various High 
Courts. If my Honourable and learned friend Mr. K. Ahmed has not 
followed me, the fault is his. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: How does the Bengali language come in here at all? 
What my friend says is all French and Greek to me. 

Mr. B. R. Puri: Now, Sir, I wish to add one word more, and it is 
this. This law . was fnade whether it was half a century ago as the 
Honourable the Home Member says or 70 years ago as Mr. Anklesaria 
claims. We had absolutely no hand in the making of such a law. 
These laws were inflicted upon the people who were practically asleep at the 
^ time. These « were not ^ssembly-made laws.. These laws actually came 
out from a bureaucratic machine and were inflicted upon sleeping neopie, 
and therefore they do not carry that sanctity and that support of the 
populace to the salue extent as the laws enacted at the present day. I 
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^herfefore submit that there is no particular virtue in the argument that, 
because a law is 70 years oM, it should be kept intact without any 
amendment or improvement. 

Several Eonouxable Members: The question may now be put, Sir. 

Mr. Bam Prashad Narayan Sahi (Bihar and Orissa : Nominated 
Official) : Sir, although my Honourable and learned friend was good 
enough to absolve the Magistracy, 1 do not think 1 can be absolved from 
doing my duty here, and the only justification for me to speak is that I 
want the House to know how this section is administered in actual 
practice and to look at the whole case from the viewpoint of an unfortunate 
Magistrate who has to administer the section from d^y to day. We have 
heard it from the viewpoint of lawyers and authors and also journalists, 
but not from the viewpoint of Magistrates. I want the Honourable 
Members to place themselves in the position of a Magistrate who gets an 
alarming report from a villagc“ say 20 miles away from his headquarters 
through a chowkidar that there is a danger of a breach of the peace. 
Well, Sir, what does the House expect him to do? Does the House 
expect that he should ait down and go on recording evidence? Nothing 
would be more pleasant for a Magistrate than this. He would prefer it 
as this would avoid the danger of facing the trouble of issuing notices 
under section 144 and of taking all the risks involved in saving people 
from depredations, arson, loot, murder and things of that kind. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: What are the police for? 

Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan Sahi: Well, Sir, I had thought during (dl 
the time I have been in this House that when an Honourable IMembcr 
makes a maiden speech he would not be urinecessarily interrupted, but 
my Honourable friend wants to start a new practice or mal[)ractice. 
Well, Sir, this House has placed section 144 as an effective weapon in 
the hands of the Magistrate to combat such a situation. Sir, it was not 
mado; by the bureaucrats, as has been suggested by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Puri, but it was enacted only as late as 1923 when the House 
was supposed to be much stronger, where perhaps the party which is not 
now here was represented at that time, and section 144 w^ns thrashed out 
threadbare. Diwan Bahadur T. * Rangachariar himself brought nirward 
a proposal that this section had been misused, but the Assembly placed 
on record that the section had not been misused till then. The incidents 
which my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Skigb cited in support of 
his case all occurred before 1923 — ^the Barisal incident, the Ghamparan 
incident, and the Hardi meJa incident. These occurred before 1923. I 
do not know anything about the Barisal incident; that occurred in 
Bengal. But I know something of the Ghamparan incident and of the 
Hardi incident. It must be remembered at the outset that the relation- 
ship between the landlords and the tenants in the district of Ghamparan w-as 
very 1 strained, and even in the eighties of the last century fhe matter had 
attracted the attention of the Government and Government were making 
enquiry. As far back as 1905, Mr. Gourlay, who was later the Private 
Secretary to the Governor of Bengal, and w'as then Sub-Divisional 
Officer of Ballia had to enquire into the matter and he submitted a 
report that the relations between the tenants and Ihe landlords were bad’ 
and that the .matter should be looked into. A rcvisional settlement was 
then pending and when it wns st?irted. Government ^had directed that 
the relationship betw^een the landlords and the tenants should be looked 
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into. The Settlement Officer, Mr. Sweeney, submitted a report after due* 
enquiry that this question should be looked into specially. Then, a third 
man in the person of Mahatma Gandhi came into* the- scene. He was- 
then fresh from South Africa, and the Collector and the Commissioner did 
not know who he was. They thought that his coming into the scene 
would perhaps prejudicially affect the best interests both of the tenants 
and the landlords. Notice under section 144 was consequently issued, 
but as soon as the Government found out that it was not necessary to 
do so, that it was not necessary to restrict the activities of Mr. Gandhi, 
the whole thing was dropped. Where was the harm done? No? harm was 
done. A committee was formed and one of the members of that Com- 
mittee was Sir George Eainy, who is now the Leader of the House, and 
he is perhaps in a better position to say what happened then. But C'ir- 
tainly, in Champaran nothing happened which could prejudice the case 
for section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

Let me now come to the Hard! mela incident. Let me say at once 
that Hardi Babu is a great friend and a relation of mine. There was a 
mela in those troublesome days of 1920. At that time Mr. Munns or 
Mrs. Munns, — think it was Mrs. Munns, and if I am wrong, T hope 
my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh will be able to correct me. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cinn Champaran: Non-Muham- 
madan) : You are correct. 

Mr. Bam Prashad Karayan Sahi: They went up in a motor car to 
Hardi mela. The mob there began shouting at them and began to be 
rude to Mrs. Munns .... 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: No, there was no evidence to that effect. 

Mr. Bam Prashad Narayan Sahi: Yes, but I know it for a fact, because 
that has been admitted to me even by Hardi Babu who afterwards 
regretted having taken the step. He resigned his membership of the 
local Legislative Council and his Honorary Magistrateship. I ask, where 
is the misuse of section 144 in this case ? 

Then, my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, might say that 
it has been misused in connection with the civil disobedience movement. 
Now, Sir, let me ask what is this movement of which we have heard 
a good deal during the last few months? Not a movement for constitu- 
tional reform; it was a movement for the overthrow of Government. 
It is a movement whose object is the overthrow of Government, and 
none of its ways and methods were intended to make the administration 
of law smooth. We, who have had to deal with that movement, we wha 
have had to work at groat pressure have had only one object, and that 
object was to maintain law and order, and there has not been any other 
object. We have been perhaps timid in doing so, because we do not 
know what enquiries there will be into such matters; there is always the 
prospect of an enquiry into such matters and we are timid in administer- 
ing the law. Blit still we administer the law, and we do so with the 
sole object o’f maintaining law and order. Of course, if this House wishes 
to say, “We do not want it, we do not want law and order,'' surely, 
dbn't Have section 144, and also do away with all your Magistrates. But 
if this House wahts us to maintain law and order — and I think this 
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House wants us to do so — then this section is necessary, and this Bill 
is the favc^able gesture, the generous gesture about which we hear so 
much and of which we have had so little from Members opposite and 
I think my Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh is not very serious 
about his own motion, because I am pretty sure that when he was a 
Bub-Deputy Magistrate in the district of Muzaffarpur ho would have had 
occasions to use^ this section. But ho has not given us his experience 
as to how he utilised the section, though I had been eagerly expecting it. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Eanga Iyer, said that the section is used 
ruthlessly in connection with political matters and that it was not the 
case in case of communal matters. I submit. Sir, that he has not cited 
one single instance in which section 144 could have been used in connection 
with communal matters but has not been used. Not a single instance has 
been cited in this House in support of that statement. Let me say that 
Magistrates have had to use section 144 oftener in communal riots than 
in political riots. There was communal trouble in 1928 when 1 was in 
charge of Sadar Division in the Muzaffarpur district and 1 sought my 
Honourable friend Maulvi Shafi Daoodi’s help and it was denied. Then I 
had to content myself with exercising the power which has been conferred 
by this Legislature, namely, section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
Sir, if you go into all these details, I am sure you will find that it has 
been absolutely necessary to use section 144. My Honourable friend. 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, referred to indignities. I would ask him to 
remember the night when he was proposing the toast of Sir John Simon 
at Nagpur and what happened to him. If a man of his eminence could 
be subjected to those indignities, what would happen to people in the 
villages, far away from the authorities, far away from the police? 

Sir, I do not claim infallibility for Magistrates. As His Excellency 
Sir Malcolm Hailey so aptly put it to his Legislative Council, 
“No Government is infallible’*. Ours is a human institution with all 
the inherent defects of tliat institution, and if Magistrates err, they will 
have to suffer. It is not generally known,* but it is a fact that they 
have to suffer if they err, but that docs not mean that the law is bad. 
Now as to the question whether the law has been generally misused, I 
can say that you will find that it has not been generally misused. Instead 
of amending the law, I think it will bo a better thing if the House will 
take this opportunity of creating a situation in the country in which the 
use of this section will become unnecessary. (“Hear, hear“.) You will 
come into these Benches in two years, and I hope you will come sooner 
than later, and if then you find that this section is not necessary, do 
away with it. But as long as you expect us to maintain law and order, 

I submit that you should not grudge us this power, which I maintain 
has not been misused so far. 

With these few words I resume my seat. (Applause.) 


•Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodl (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan); 
The provisions contained in the Bill of my Honourable friend Mr Gaya 
Prasad Singh are so obvious that they do not require any ^support from 
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me, but because I find that my name also has been dragged ^at the last 
moment, I must say a few words about the Bill. 

It seems to me that, in the consideration of this motion, party politics 
bay© been dragged in. It appears that the BiU is not looked at from a 
point of view free from bias. We are sitting as legislators here, and 
therefore I would request Honourable Members to see the thing from a 
detached standpoint altogether. The experience of so many years in this 
ixiunbry about the application of the provisions of section* 144 has been 
very very unhappy. I do not think anybody would doubt that thousands 
and thousands of cases might have happened during the last 20 years 
in which section 144 has been misapplied. I do not know why my friend, 
Mr. Bam Prashad Narayan Sahi, says that there has been no occasion 
when tJjis section has been misapplied. I think that every man who 
reads newspapers must be knowing that, whenever there is any upheaval 
in the country, this section has been intentionally applied in a manner 
calculated to thwart the true expression of the public grievance. I submit, 
Sir, that it does not require any proof to say that the public requires 
an urgent amendment of this section, and I would only say that Mr.. 
Gaya Prasad Singh has done a service to the country by bringing in a 
Bill of this nature. If this motion of Babu Gaya Prasad Singh is defeated 
at this time, I would only say that we have not exercised our right of 
legislation properly, and I would therefore ask every Member of this 
House to look at the provisions in a detached manner and find out for 
himself whether the three provisions which have been put forward in 
the Bill are not proper ones. As my friend Mr. Puri has explained the 
situation, I think that no doubt should be left in the minds of Honourable 
Members in supporting this motion. 

Several Honourable Members: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr, President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, in view of the lateness of the hour and 
the other work we have to do, I do not propose to take up the time of 
the House; but there are just one or two points which I should like to 
submit. The Honourable tnc Home Member said that this particular pro- 
vision of the law had been on the Statute-book for a long number of years 
and therefore it should not be meddled with. With regard to that, 
he has been sufficiently answered by my friends on this side of the 
House. I will only tell him that Begulation III of 1818 has been on the 
Statute-book for more than a century. Is that a reason why we should 
not demand its repeal? The Honourable the Home Member then went 
on to say that there had been no case of the misuse of this section, and 
he has been supported in his contention by some of the official Members 
on the other side. T will only mention two cases which went up to the 
High Court, which T mentioned in the course of my speech the other day, 
the wearing of Gandhi caps, and the putting up of what are called national 
flags in private, houses. The cases went up to the High Court, and the' 
Hfgh Court held that the issuing of orders under section 144 was absolutely 
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illegal; and the ordera were quashed. But what about the scores of 
persons who were beaten, assaulted and imprisoned as a result of the 
wearing of Gandhi caps in defiance of those orders, and the putting up 
of national flags? What about those men who have had to suffer seriously 
m defying an order which has been held to be illegal by the High Court? 
In my own province I have cited many instances of the misuse of section 
144. What about the firing at Begu Sarai recently? My Honourable 
friend, the official representative of Bihar and Orissa, whom I heartily 
congratulate on the excellent maiden speech which he has made, has 
not been able to controvert any material point in connection with the 
incidents which I have placed before the House. With regard to the 
Hardi mchi^ my friend said that this section was very appropriately 
applied ; but in the very next brocatli he said that as a protest against 
the misapplication of section 144 Hardi Babu had to resign his seat in 
the Legislative Council and his Honorary Magistrateship. Now, Sir, we 
read ^ the other day in the papers that a Magistrate at Tirupati hfid 
prohibited public meetings under section 144 as tlie public wanted to 
hold a mourning meeting in honour of the death of Pandit Motilal Nehru. 
I want to know whether this is a correct application of section 144. 
Mr. A. V. Thakkar, of the Servants of India Society, wanted to hold an 
inquiry into the beating by the police of a large body of the ladies in 
Borsad in Gujerat last month, and he was prevented under section 144 
from going and making an inquiry into the allegations. I do not know 
if my Honourable friend the Home Member can justify an action like 
that. Sir, T do not want to take up the time of the House, but there 
is only one word which I want to say. I resent strongly the somewhar 
undignified references made to Mahatma Gandhi by Mr. Anklesaria. It is 
gross impertinence on his part. It is not necessary to agree with all the 
views of Mahatma Gandhi to recognise in him a world figure. The name 
of Mahatma Gandhi will endure in history long long after the race of 
job-hunters and title-hunters has disappeared. With those words. I 
commend my motion to the House. 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar; Mr. President, the debate has 
travelled over a somewhat extensive ground and I think it has been a 
very interesting and in many respects a very useful debate. Some^ features 
of it have been familiar, other features of it have not been entirely un- 
familiar hut extremely useful. When I speak of familiar features, T refer 
to the politieal rhetoric which we have been accustomed to hear from the 
eloquent and ingenious lips of the Honourable the Mover and the other 
Honourable gentlemen who supported his motion. The House has also 
heard. I tliink with a large measure of interesj, and appreciation other 
points of view which are not always as fully explained on these oecasions 
as I should wish that they should be. ^ We had from the Mover of the 
amendment for circulation. Mr. Anklesaria, a lucid and able speech putting 
forward the point of view of what T think I may call the law abiding 
citizen, who desires that he and other men of his kind should be protected 
in their law’ful vocations. We have heard also from Honourable gentle- 
men on those Benches a very interesting and very illuminating account 
of how the matter presents itself to the Magistrate whj has to administer 
this section and, after T have dealt very briefly viith the amendment 
moved by Mr. Anklesaria, T shall emphasise that point of view. With 
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these few preliminary words, Sir, I merely desire to take up one or two 
salient points which have emerged in the course of the discussion. I think 
1 might fairly select the speech of the HonouraBle and learned gentleman 
from the Punjab, Mr. Puri, as being typical of the speeches and the argu- 
ments which have been employed by supporters of this motion. Now, I pro- 
pose to take three particular contentions which were strenuously contended 
by Mr. Puri. I shall not do him an injustice by selecting some haphazard 
remark and subjecting it to hypercritical examination, but I think he made 
three points strenuously and they were these. First of all he said “After 
all the proposed amendment which requires the Magistrate to record 
evidence introduces nothing new". It represents substantially what is 
already the law. Well, if that is really the case, where is the necessity 
of the Bill at all? He went on to say that the Act, as it at present 
stands, would enable a Magistrate to do all sorts of foolish and unreason- 
able things. He said it would enable a Magistrate to forbid, he would be 
justified by the actual terms of the section as it stands, in forbidding the 
wearing of a dhotie. Now I do not think the Honourable Member was 
very successful if he intended to persuade the House that a Magistrate 
was likely in point of fact to make fin order prohibiting the w'earing of a 
dhotie; but even accepting that rather extreme hypothesis, what does the 
Honourable gentleman propose by his amendment to do to remedy that 
state of affairs? The amendment restricts the Magistrate in making an 
order prohibiting a person from taking part in a political meeting, in a 
procession, in a public demonstration. But, Sir, does the Honourable 
Member seriously contend that the wearing of a dhotie is anv of these 
things? Is it a public demonstration? If that is so — and I believe the 
Honourable gentleman would quite rightly contend that the wearing of a 
dhotie is not a public demonstration — ^ttien the amendment provides no 
remedy at all. 


Mr. B. B. Purl: What is the difference between wearing a Gandhi cap 
and wearing a dhotie ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I think, therefore, Sir, that this is 
ridiculous. Now the third point which the Honourable Member made was 
that the section as it stands is an ancient, hoary section, and he contended 
that I had referred to its antiquity as a reason for its preservation. Now 
there the Honourable Member does me less than justice. The point of 
my contention, when I referred to the fact that this section has been 
substantially in its present form for 70 years, was not its antiquity but 
that even in those days, when the necessity for action such as is contem- 
plated by this section was infinitely rarer than it is now, such necessity 
was nevertheless then recognized and then contemplated. He contended 
further that this section really deserved to fall into desuetude because it 
was passed at a time when the representatives of the people had not had 
full opportunity of giving their judgment upon it. Is the Honourable 
Member ignorant, or has he forgotten, that this section was considered 
most carefull^f, scrutinised most elaborately, in the year 1923? Certain 
amendments, material amendments were then made to the section.^ I 
do mot think the Honourable Member has much justification for contending 
that after that rigorolis scrutiny and that very material modification of the 
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section as it now stands, that section was not brought before the judgment 
•and submitted to the scrutiny of the representatives of the people. 
(Applause.) 

Then, Sir, the question was addressed to me, and has been repeated 
more than once, whether this section was actually used in connection with 
cases of communal trouble. The question has been very effectively 
answered by the Honourable gentleman behind me from his personal ex- 
perience. But I have here, in the records of the last four or five years, 
a few salient instances of the most important character which have come 
to my notice — ^there must be a considerable number of others — and I find 
that during the years 1926, 1927 and 1928 this section was used in the 
very serious riots that took place in Calcutta, the very serious riots that 
took place in Lahore, and the very grave riots that took place in Delhi. 
It was used repeatedly and with effect — and that they were used repeatedly 
and with effect was admitted at the time by many influential sections of 
public opinion. I will not therefore weary the House with details. 

Now I come very briefly to the amendment proposed by Mr. Anklesaria 
and very ably supported by Mr. Yamin Khan, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub 
and others, to the effect that the Bill be circulated. I obserVe that the 
Honourable the Mover made not the slightest attempt to meet the very 
cogent arguments advanced on that side of the case. Sir, he was well 
advised in not doing so. So far as that amendment is concerned, I have to 
say that Government are prepared to agree to it. (Applause.) But in say- 
ing so, I feel that candour requires me to explain to the House that I do so 
subject to the following reservations. I do not myself consider that Local 
'Governments will find themselves in a position to take an attitude towards 
these amendments other than that which has been explained from these 
Benches and by several Honourable Members in other quarters of the 
House. I do not think that that is likely; but at the same time I think 
it will be undoubtedly to the advantage of this. House to have before them 
a body of opinion larger and more extensive and more comprehensive than 
■even the opinions based on experience, and from the point of view as I 
say both of the ordinary citizen and of the official which we have heard. 
It will be an advantage to the House to have a wider body of opinion. 
Nevertheless, in accepting this amendment, I do not desire to have it 
attributed to me or the Government that we consider that this Bill has 
any merits whatsoever; and if it were referred to Select Committee, they 
could do nothing else but strenuously endeavour to retain in the hands of 
ihe Magistrate, for the benefit and protection of the public, everything 
material that is now existing in this section. Nor do I anticipate that 
when the Local Governments pronounce on this matter, if the House 
accepts this motion, they are likely to take any other position. For these 
reasons, Sir, I oppose the original motion; and I announce on behalf of 
the Government that they will be prepared to accept the motion moved 
hy Mr. Anklesaria. (Loud Applause.) 


:Mr. .President: The question is: 

“That the Bill further to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Amende 
men$ of section lU), he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereof by 
the 31st August, 1^.’* 
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Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 
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Ayyangar, Diwan Bahadur V. 
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Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 
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Bhargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Boag, Mr. G. T 
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Fox, Mr. II. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

0 Wynne, Mr. C. W. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. B. L. 

Hayman, Mr. A. M. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Ismail All Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Jadhnv, Mr. B. V. 


Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Khurshed Ahmad Khan, Mr. 
Macmillan, Mr. A. M. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. 
Muhammad. 

Mukherjee, Rai BaFadur S. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. B. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George.^ 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. G. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan. 
Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarma, Mr. R. S. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George.. 
Scotit, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shillidy. Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. B. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tin Tilt, Mr. 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur Haji,. 
Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. G. M. 
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Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jcagan Nath. 

Azhar AH, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bagla, Lala Rameshwar Prasad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Biswas, Mr. C. 0. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Das, Mr. A. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harbani Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hoon, Mr. A. 

Isra, Chaudhri. 

Jamal Muhammad Saib, Mr. 

Jha, Pandit Ram Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Krishnamachariar, Raja Bahadur G. 
Lahiri Cbaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
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Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. 0. 
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Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 


Pandian, Mr. B. Rajaram. 
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Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 
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Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr, B. 
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Tun Aung, U. 
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The motion was adopted. 


THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT BILL. 

Mr. Gaya rasad Sin^h (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non-Muham- 
xnadan) : Sir, I beg to move : 

■ ‘^‘That the Bill to abolish the punishment of death for offences under the Indian 
Penal Code, be circuldt^d for the purpose of eliciting opinion' thereon.” 
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Sir, this is a very important measure, unprecedented in the history of 
legislation in. this country in modern times, and I should beg your permis- 
sion to deal with it in some detail. 

Capital punishment has been abolished, wholly or partly, in many of 
the progressive countries of the world. So far as my information goes, 
in Europe, the death penalty has been dispensed with in Austria, Belgium, 
t)enmark, Finland, Holland, Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Portugal. 
Roumania, Sweden and in most of the cantons of Switzerland; in 
America, it has been abolished in the Argentine, Brazil, Columbia, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela; and in eight states 
in the American Union; in Australia, it has been abolished in Queensland. 
In some of these states, the penalty has been formally removed by law 
from the Statute-book; in others, the penalty, though still legal, has 
become abrogated by disuse. It has also been abolished in a number of 
German states. In Austria, it has been abolished in 1918; in Belgium 
there have been no executions since 1865, and though the population of 
Belgium has increased considerably, there has been a marked decrease in 
the number of homicidal crimes during the period. In Denmark, there 
have been no executions since 1892. Capital punishment was abolished by 
law in Holland in 1870, but only two executions had taken place in the 
20 years prior to that date. In Norway, capital punishment was abolished 
by law in 1905; but there had been, however, no executions for 60 years 
prior to that dale. In Portugal, it was abolished in 1867; in Norway in 
1865; in Brazil in 1891; in Peru it has been discontinued for 
30 years or more. It will now be seen that capital punishment has been 
abolished in a large number of the countries in the world; and from the 
offiicial statistics of those countries, it will bo seen that then* has been no 
permanent increase in homicidal crime as a result of abolition; in many 
there has been a decidf'd decrease. In England, efforts have been made in 
the past to rally public opinion in favour of the removal of the death 
penalty; but official conservatism has not yet been conquered. It is, 
however, noteworthy that the Daily Herald, the official organ of the 
Labour Party, describes capital punishment as a ‘‘barbarous and anti- 
quated method ^of social revenge’'. y 

Sir, I wish to guard myself against the charge that in making this 
motion, T am, actuated by sentiment, although I make bold to say that 
Beiitiment is not a thing to be lightly despised. A strong and widely felt 
sentiment sctirietimes produces n^sults on the moral or political planes, 
wdiich one could hardly have foreseen. Had the motive behind the 
efforts to abolish capital pimisliment been merely a sentimental one, it 
would not have appealed to the liard-lieaded, practical countries and states 
which I have mentioned. vNcnther, Sir, do I hold any brief for the murderer, 
wdiom I recognise to be, in Dymond’s phrase “a depraved and deep violater 
of the laws of God”. Those who advocate the abolition of capital punish- 
ment do it on the ground that it is both futile and immofal ; and that the 
interests of the community would be best served by its abolition. Public 
opinion all the world over is corning round to the view that capital punish- 
ment is not suited to the social needs of the present time. The plea that 
capital punishment acts as a deterrent and exercises a restrahiing influence 
is not borne out by the experience of modem ‘btates. Sir, in those countries 
where the death penalty has been removed, statistics.indicate that there 
has been no increase in the number of homicidal crimes for which this 
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penalty was formerly inflicted. More murders, it seems, strangely enough 
occur in states having the death penalty than in the states that do not 
-have it. This is the conclusion set forth in the Spectator (New York) by 
Dr. Frederick L. Hoffman, statistician of the Prudential Insurance Co., 
after a study of the country's 1928 homicide record. Some people say, 
“Oh, there are so many murders, and they follow in such quick succession 
that the punishment of death must not be replaced". Why is not this 
reason, among others, for repealing ic? Does it not show* that it is ineffec- 
tive as an example, that it fails to prevent crime, and that it is not an 
•effective deterrent? If capital punishment had really acted as a deterrent, 
its removal would have been followed by a wave of such crimes. But this 
has not been the case. Murder does not prevent murder. It may perhaps 
be argued that life imprisonment, or imprisonment for a long term, as a 
substitute for death sentence, is a worse form of punishment. If this is 
so, it would necessarily be a more effective deterrent, and therefore should 
be preferred to hanging. One cannot have it both ways. Either such 
imprisonment is not worse than hanging, or it is. If it is, then capital 
punishment is not the best deterrent. In olden times, whenever a penalty 
had been relaxed, whenever for example it was proposed to abolish the 
death penalty for such offences as sheep-stealing, forgery or other com- 
paratively trivial offences, there had always been the plea put forward that 
property would not be safe and that such penalty was needed to protect 
society. But the abrogation of the death penalty for those offences has 
not landed human society into chaos; nor has there been an increase in 
the number of such crimes. This plea therefore would hardly hold water. 
The “Encyclopaedia Britanica" in an impartial historical survey of the 
subject states that: 

“At the end of the 18th century the criminal law of all Europe was ferocious, and 
indiscriminate in its administration of capital punishment for almost all forms of 
giave crime; and yet, owing to poverty, social conditions, and the inefficiency of the 
police, such forms of crime were far more numerous than they now are.*' 

Sir, capital punishment has a demoralising effect on the human mind, 
and if those who inflict capital punishment had only to carry it out, they 
would, I am sure, soon change their opinion. If those, who inflict the 
punishment, or its advocates were to carry out the sentence of hanging as 
a duty, I am quite sure 999 persons out of a thousand would shrink 
with horror from it; and they should not ask a, fellow-citizen to do a thing 
from which they themselves would recoil. The harshness of the death 
sentence tends to coarsen the public sentiment; and to authorize killing 
is to tamper with the sanctity of human life. The object of punishment 
should be reformative, rather than retributive, as also a means of educafc- 
mg the social conscience of the community; and in this view of the 
matter also, capital punishment should not be inflicted. In a murder 
trial, it is the hict that the accused person is fighting for his life which 
creates a widespread excitement and morbid interest; and this feature 
would at once be removed by the abolition of this punishment. Death 
sentence is more a punishment to the innocent wife and children of the 
condemned m\m, than t© himself. Then again, Sir, sometimes innocent 
persons have been sentenced to death, and in such cases no reparation is 
possible. The cas^ of Oscar Slater is a case in point. In such a case 
4here was always th« possibility that other evidence would come to light 
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that would ultimately prove a condexjMjpd person innocent. In the 
Pioneer of the 12th June, 1929, a st^ is told of a man in Germany, 
who about 10 years ago was convicted of murder and sentenced to penal 
servitude for life. But recently after a new trial, which created a sensa- 
tion in Germany, the sentence passed 10 years ago was quashed, and the 
man was declared innocent and released. What would have happened 
if the unfortunate person had been condemned to death? Judges after 
all are human beings who have their failings and limitations, and a mis- 
•carriage of justice, however unconscious, would be irretrievable in such 
a case. Every human judgment is liable to be mingled with error, and 
the torture of knowing that a man had been hanged through what he 
believed was a blunder is among the most vivid memories of Lord 
Craigmyle, the famous Scottish Judge, better known as Lord Shaw of 
Dunfermline, who became a confirmed opponent of capital punishment. 
(Amrita Bazar Patriica, dated 12th June, 1930.) Sir, in my own province 
•of Bihar, some time back, as many as five persons were condemned to 
death, and the sixth to be transported for life by the Sessions Judge of 
Shahabad, on a charge of murder in a case which was got up by a Sub- 
Inspector of Police. Subsequently, owing to the attitude taken up by the 
local public, whose conscience was shocked, an elaborate official inquiry 
had to be instituted, which showed that the case which had ended in the 
conviction of the accused for murder was entirely false. The Local Gov- 
ernment was satisfied by evidence which was subsequently discovered 
that the case was altogether false and concocted, and directed the release 
of the condemned persons. The Sub-Inspector of Police concerned and 
three other persons, who were found to be implicated in this remarkable 
c(mspiracy, were hauled up before the Patna High Court, and convicted. 
(Svarrhiight, dated 22nd January, 1930.) Criminologists have now proved 
that murders are often committed under the influence of a strong passion 
which is of the nature of a disease, and has to he treated like many other 
diseases by proper therapeutic means. To end the life of such a criminal 
may seem to be a short cut ; but it has the effect of depriving the culprit of 
all opportunity of improvement under proper remedial conditions. In 
times when the dignity of human life was not adequately realised, public 
conscience tolerated this drastic remedy. But with the growth of a 
larger perception of the economy of human life, and the need of making 
the beat use of the same, it is necessary to consider and find out if and 
to what extent it is desirable to remove this method of punishment. Mr. 
Bernard Hollander, ,M.D., the author of *‘The Psvchology of Misconduct, 
Vice and Crime", says: 


“Just as ordinary men are influenced in their conduct by certain firain conditions 
and external circumatances, so the homicide is not always so inherently wicked as 
his crime makes him appear. Therol^ore to sentence all murderers indiscriminately 
to death by hanging, as is done in this country, is far from just.” 

In a number of cases at least the murderer is not an entirely free moral 
agent; his action has been influenced by one or many of a variety of 
factors, over some of which at least he may have little or no control. 

^ Lord Lytton, as the Governor of Bengal, made a remarkable speecji 
m the Eotary Club of Calcutta in 1926, and in the course of his speech 
said : ^ 


“The subject I want to discuss with you is the treatment of delinquency and the 
use and abuse of punishment in the moulding of human character. The ideal I wish 

simplest form, i.^ just this, the substHdlioii 
reformation for retribution as the basis of our penal code.' Punishment can instil 
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f^r, and enforce habits — it cannot inll|>ire goodness. As a means of moral regenera'^ 
Uon therefore, it is vrorse than useless, and should be abandoned. A morality which 
is only enforced by pains and penalties is a false morality, and those who would 
secure the acceptance of moral standards should employ other methods.*' 

Sir, those who make and enforce laws are not necessarily more moral 
than those who break them, and the trouble begins when these persons 
assujme a moral sanction to which they are not entitled. It is a tlrange 
contradiction that the laws of a country should sentence a man to death 
for the crime of murder, whilst it takes upon itself the role of a judicial 
murderer by putting him to death. It is an anomaly that a Christian 
country should wilfully adopt such a mental attitude, while it glibly and 
sanctimoniously talks about the power of its religion to uplift lallen 
mankind, and turn them into something moral and saintly. 

Another reason is that the Press publicity accompanying murder 
trials and executions produces a demoralising influence upon a section of 
the communiiv, and is known to lead to imitative crimes. Capital 
punishment often encourages a misplaced “sympathy” for the murderer. 
The horror of capital punishment sometimes encourages jurors to bring in 
verdicts contrary to the facts, with the result ill at dangerous homicides 
arc sometimes allowed to go free. 

In England a Council called the National Council for the Abolition of 
Death Penalty has been started, and in a masterly introduction to a 
book entitled. “Capital Punishment in the 20th century” by Mr. E. Hoy 
Calvert, the Hight Honourable Lord Buckruastcr, who is the President of 
the National Council, observes : 

‘‘Some think it manly to pay no attontion to a man being flogged or killed. They 
believe it mere sentiment to think otherwise. Bnt to me the only hope of the human 
rfice lies in increasing the feeling of sanctity for human life. Without this realisa- 
tion, We shall never get rid of slums, of poverty, or of crime.*’ 

The Honourable Mr. Justice J. E. Marshall in the course of an illunii- 
nat.ing article in the Quarhrly Bevieiv, with the authority of goveral 
years* exporicnci', as a judicial officer on the bench of the Egyptian cotirts, 
holds that at the present clay tlie death penalty is an anachronism and a 
reproach to civilization. In medijcval India, according to the testimony 
of Ea Hien, wlio visited this country about 400 A.D. and of Hicun 
Tsang, who visited India about 200 years later, neither capital nor cor()oral 
punishment existed. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XXT (1008) 
published under the anthoritv of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India in Council,, under the heading “Hnjputana** says (page 143): 

“Capital punivsbments were rarely inflicted” 
in former jtimes. Even in Nepal today, on the authority of Mr. A. 
Vadivelu, in his book called “The Hiding Chiefs, Nobles and Zemindars 
of India”, Vol. I, page lOOe, — 

“Capitnl punishraent hns been almost, totally abolished, with the interesting result 
that there is a marked decrease in Ihe crimes, which were formerly punished with 
death.” 

Mr. Henry Ward Beecher says : 

“Tn our ago*^and with Iho resources which Christian civilisation htis placed within 
the reach of civil governments there is no need of the death penalty ; and every 
consideration of reason and humanity pleads for its abolition. It does not answer 
well tfie ends of justtec and often defeats them. It is the rude justice of a har- 
barons age.” ‘ 
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Sir, I will now bring my remarks to^ The introduction of this 

. Bill in the last Assembly hailed with delight by the 

.* ' Indian press in . this country^The Amnfa Bazat Patrika, the 
Bwarajyat the Searchlight, the Leader, the Hindustan Times and many 
others were some of the papers which gave their unqualified support to 
my Bill. I received numerous letters encouraging me to proceed with 
this measure. But, Sir, I do not want to take any hasty steps. The 
very importance of the' Bill inclines me to be cautious. As I have pointed 
out in the concluding paragraph of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
this Bill is not intended to affect any statute of the British Parliamonli 
applicable to India, nor does it in any way affect discipline in His Majesty's 
Army, Navy or Air Force. Whatever drafting imperfections, if ajiy, 
there might be in this measure may be remedied at a later stage, or its 
period of duration may be limited" But for the present I should like 
Honourable Members of this House and the country outside to give a 
dispassionate consideration to the object of this Bill, free from the passing 
phases of the present times. I hope, Sir, the attitude of the Government 
Avill be one of benevolent neutrality, if not of active sympathy, and that 
they will not express themselves at this stage, of the Bill in a way which 
might prejudice its chances of a dispassionate consideration by the Local 
Governments or other bodies or individuals to whom it may be referred 
for opinion. I have sought what I believe to be the line of least resistance. 
The activities of the terrorist movement, to whatever extent it may be 
supposed to exist in India at the present moment, should not be allowed 
to deflect our course of judgment. We should look through the clouds 
of the present into the sunshine of the future. But, Sir, I do not Mant 
to commit this House or the Government to anything at this stage; and 
that is why I merely wish that the Bill should go out to the country for 
the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member): Mr. President, 
I rise to oppose this motion. The industry and ingenuity of Honourable 
Members opposite frequently results in presenting to Honourable Members 
on this side of the House opportunities at any ' rate for displaying a great 
deal of versatility. On the present occasion quite a considerable number 
of measures dealing with various aspects of the Statute-book are on the 
List of Business, which would ordinarily have been expected to engage 
the attention of the House. I must honestly confess that I did not 
myself expect that, after dealing with the intricacies of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, I would be dealing at this stage in the afternoon with so 
drastic a proposition as that which the Honourable Member opposite has 
just moved. Nor, Sir, did I expect that it would bo my lot to follow 
immediately after the Honourable Member after he had read, with great 
rapidity, I may say, a disquisition which I have no doubt was extremely 
interesting, but Avhich in the short time T had to absorb it in, I <^cund 
some considerable difficulty in grasping either in its argument or in its 
application. Indeed, Sir, I do find some difficulty on the present 
occasion and in so summary a manner in addressing piyself with any 
degree of fulness to the proposition before the House. It is certainly a 
very serious matter, and I myself frankly recognise that the question of 
capital punishment is a question which has exercised from time to time 
the penologists of every civilised country in the world with ver\^ diverse 
results. The controversy is certainly by no "means concluded, ^he 
Honourable Member began, if I followed him correctly, by informing the 
House that capital punishment in various countries* in the world Imd 
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been abolished. I have just bei^ examining, in the very short tme at 
my disposal, some of the evidence which was recorded by the Gommittet^ 
which was recently appointed to consider this question in England. 
Honourable Members are aware that a Committee of the House oil 
Commons was appointed to consider the question of capital punishment^ 
and that His Majesty’s Government have decided — so I am informed — 
not to proceed with that lleport. Nevertheless I have had an opportu- 
nity of glancing cursorily at some of the evidence recorded before that 
Committee; and in regard to the Honourable Member’s argument, in so 
far as it depends upon the example set in the matter of abolition of capital 
punishment in other countries, I observe with interest that for example 
in France and Germany, where at one time the sentence was abolished, 
it has been resumed. He referred to the case, I think, of the L'nited 
States of America. But the position in the United States is that in 40 
States, comprising the bulk of the population of over 92 million, in 40 
States, the law of the land still retains capital punishment. And more- 
over in the majority, if not all, of those countries where the abolition of 
capital punishment still remains upon the Statute-book, I find that such 
enactments were made after a very long period of experiment in other 
directions, and that in point of fact the execution of capital punishment 
had gradually over a long period of years fallen into desuetude. That is 
a very different proposition from the proposition which the Honourable the 
Mover has put before the House, namely, that in India without any such 
period of gradual desuetude, we should arrive at that position, and that, 
without any intervening period, wo should proceed at once with the very 
grave step of abolishing capital punishment. 

Now, Sir, I do not intend to delay the House by any attempt in a 
cursory and summary manner, which is the only manner in which on the 
present occasion I could possibly approach the subject; I do not intend to 
delay the House by any summary and cursory examination of that kind. 
That the question is one which requires as a matter of principle careful 
scrutiny I do not deny ; that much can be argued on academic and humani- 
tarian grounds, I do not deny. But what I do say is this. It is not a 
practical proposition to ask this House here and now to come to a decision 
to send this Bill for tlie puqjoses of obtaining opinion on so drastic a 
remedy, if it is a remedy, as that proposed by the Honourable Member. 

I think that, looking at it as a practical problem, it will be recognised 
that such a step as the Honourable Member would urge upon this House* 
is not really within the realm of practical politics. I have myself the mis- 
fortune to deal with a large number of cases in which the question of 
the execution of capital sentences is a question for decision. There are 
cases which have given me and my predecessors long hours, long days of 
anxious and painful consideration, and in doing so we certainly have- 
acquired from those records very extensive acquaintance with homicidal 
crime throughout, the length and breadth of India. I do not think that I 
should really- take advantage of this, but I could from my own experience 
in the course of the last years recite to the House crimes of so dreadful 
a character that really one is presented with the very pressing question 
whether in ca^es of that kind any punishment other than capital punish- 
ment could on any theory of crime be regarded as the proper punishment. 
However, I. should like to point out to the House that Indian law differs 
in one material respect from English law in this matter. The Indian 
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law is a more elastic law; it gives more discretion to the judicial authori-^ 
ties in the matter; Honourable Members are aware in England when & 
person is indicted and convicted of murder, Courts are required to pass 
a sentence of death. In India the Courts are empowered to pass an 
alternative sentence, and it is my experience, both as an official in a Local 
Government and as an official and a Member of the Government of India, 
that that discretion is very frequently, and I think on the whole, very 
wisely and judiciously exercised.. There is not, therefore, the same 
necessity in India for dealing with this question from a legislative point 
of view. It is, however, a very large and intricate problem. It is a’ 
problem to which I could not do justice in all its intricacies and with the 
important questions of facts and principle that are involved on an 
occasion such as the present. I should like Honourable Members to look 
round and to consider it even from those aspects of the question which 
present themselves not to specialists, not to judges, not to magistrates, 
not to police officers, but within the experience at any rate of every one 
}yho keeps himself acquainted with what happens in the land, and I will 
ask him seriously to consider whether it is possible for us here and nov/ 
to consider the pro})osiiion of the Honourable Member opposite, ns a 
proposition which can be regarded as one within the sphere of practical 
polities at this stage. 

Mr. President (to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh): Do you wish to reply? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: No. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : He has no 
reply to make. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

'‘That the Bill to abolish the punishment of death for offences under the Indian 
Penal Code, be circulated for tho purpose of elicit opinion thereon,” 

The motion was negatived. 


THE INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

(Amendment op section 2.) 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill further to amend the Indian 
Bar Councils Act, 1926 (Amendment of section 2), be taken into consi- 
deration. This is, Sir, a purely legal Bill, and I hope the Honourable 
Members will ‘give me the indulgence if I take a few minutes fo explain 
to them the aims and objects of my Bill. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division: Muhammadan Rural): Will your 
party help you? • 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: In the first Assembly one of the Honourable 
Members of this House brought forward a Resolution for the purpose of 
eliminating all distinctions between members of the Engljsh and Indian 
Bar, and the Government of India appointed a* Committee known as the 
Indian Bar Committee. That Committee issued its Report, jvhich I have 
before me, in 1924, and in that Report they made certain recommendations 
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for the purpose of raising the position of the Members of the Indian Bar 
and bringing it as far as possible to the standard of the English Bar. At 
the same time, they felt the necessity of reshuffling the grades that were 
created under the Bar Councils Act, and they pointed out that it would 
be necessary in India to create King's Counsel as a recognition for dis- 
tinguished merit at the Bar. I will read to Honourable Members a passage 
from the Beport of the Bar Councils Committee. At page 11 of their 
Eeport they say this ; 

‘'But if it is desira*ble, we consider that a more suitable form of recognition, 
such as the grant of the rank of King’s Counsel, could be devised than elevation 
to a grade Avhich, 'while it may contain a higher average of outstanding talent, can- 
not possibly be regarded as exclusively composed of successful practitioners 

This is the recommendation of the Indian Bar Committee in 1924. In 
pursuance of the other recommendations of the Indian Bar Committee, the 
Government of India introduced a Bill in 1926, which afterwards became 
the Indian Bar Councils Act. In that Bill the Government of India had 
graded the various practitioners in accordance with 'the seniority which the 
Government of India proposed, in the case of Barristers and Advocates, 
should be reckoned from the date of their enrolment in the High Court. 
1 objected to that clause, and Sir Alexander Muddiman, the Home Mem- 
ber, then withdrew that clause and said that he would recirculate that 
portion of the Bill and re-introduce that clause dealing with the nght of 
English Barristers and Indian Advocates to pre-audience and precedence 
in the Courts. Honourable Members will find the whole discussion on 
this subject in Volume VIII of the Legislative Assembly Debates, page 
372 onwards. In consequence of that undertaking, the Government of 
India circulated that portion of the Bar Councils Bill which dealt with the 
gradation of various legal practitioners in India, and the rest of the Bill 
became law as the Act of 1926. After the circulation of public opinion, 
Act XIII of 1927 was enacted, which. Honourable Members will find, deals 
with the gradation of the various members of the Bar in India in the 
following order ; in the first place, we have the Advocate General ; in the 
second place, we have King’s Counsel; in the third place, w’e have Advocates 
being Barristers, who reckon tkeir seniority from the date of their call to 
the Bar; and then we have Advocates who reckon their seniority from the 
date of their enrolment in the High Court. That is the Act of 1927. Now, 
leaving out the Advocate General, who takes precedence of all the practi- 
tioners by reason of holding that office, we have the following grades of 
practitioners recognised by the Act of 1927, namely. King’s Counsel, Advo- 
cates and Vakils. These are the three grades of practitioners which are 
recognised by the Bar Councils Act. When those three grades of practi- 
tioners were enumerated iu the Act of that year, it was intended that in 
India, following the practice of the other Dominions, and indeed of even 
the Crown Colonies — small Crown Colonies — like Ceylon and British 
Guiana — ^King’s Counsel should be created in thiR country, and it is for 
the purpose of giving them a special position that the Act of 1927 places 
them in a position of seniority to the other lawyers, whether Barristers or 
■Vakil Advocates of the High Court. That being the position, four years 
have elapsed from 1927 to 1931, and King’s Counsel have not been created 
in this country. But the- result of the enactment has been that it gives 
the King’s Counsel of a place like Ceylon or British Guiana or other Crown 
Colony a seniority and a right of pre-audience over Advocates in India. 
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That 18 a posifaon which no Indian legal practitioner can tolerate. That 
^ates an anomaly in the enactment of 1927 in that 
the Indian Legislature, it places Indian practitioners 
m a ^sition of perpetual mfenonty to the King’s Counsel from England, 
from the other Domimons and from the Crown Colonies. I submit that, 
when the Act of 1927 classified Indian practitioners as King’s Counsel, 
AdTTOat^ and Vabls, it must have been so enacted because it was intend- 
ed that King s Counsel should be created in India. But that has not been 
the case. My Bill, therefore, is intended to define the meaning of the word 
King s Counsel”, which occurs in the Act of 1927, and it is defined as a 
person so appointed ^m among the legal practitioners in India. Thereby, 
it excludes- foreign King s Counsel who come and invade the Indian Courts 
and claim seniority over Indian practitioners, however senior they may 
be in point of years. I therefore submit that the Bill which I have the 
honour to sponsor should be taken into consideration. 


I see a blocking motion by my Honourable friend Sir Lanc.elot Graham. 
When this question was under debate in the first Legislative Assembly, 
the point that there should be an independent Indian Bar was considered 
by the Government of India, and it was for the purpose of creating an 
independent Indian Bar that the Acts of 1926 and 1927 were placed on the 
Statute-book. But, in spite of the statutory provision for the creation of 
all grades of practitioners in India, the Government of India have so far 
taken no action to comply with the terms of the Act of 1927, and their 
non-compliance with the terms of the Act of 1927 has led to this result, 
that Indian practitioners will always be placed in a position of being juniors 
in relation to persons who have obtained either English or Colonial Silk. 
That, I submit, is a blot on the Indian statute If it remains to bo constnied 
in that sense, and T therefore ask the House to ovemile the blocking 
motion of my Honourable friend the liOgislativc Secretary and pass my 
Bill, I move. 


Sir Lanc6lot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department): Sir, as I 
understand my Honourable friend's Bill, it proposes to take away a privi- 
lege from a class of practitioners which does exist, in favour of a class of 
practitioners which does not exist, and thQ Bill goes no way towards bringing 
that new class of practitioners into existence. Seeing, then, that this class 
of practitioners on whom my learned friend wishes to shower his largess 
does not exist, I do not think that I should be altogether incorrect if I 
were to say that this Bill seems to me to bo a little premature. Now, Sir, 
if his Bill is a little premature, I cannot help feeling that I cannot be 
charged with putting up a purely blocking motion if I suggest that, before 
the House goes further, the Bill, which is now premature, should be circu- 
lated The persons who are concerned in the passing of this Bill are a very 
important section of the people of this cmintry— if I may say so, ^embers ' 
of the most honourable profession in this country. T must say, Sir, that 
I am surprised that the Honourable Member should propose to rush this 
Bill through without giving the representatives of the Bar* Councils and 
the Bar Libraries suitable opportunity frr expressing themselves on the 
merits of this Bill. I think. Sir. that what my Honourable fnend is pro- 
posing today comes from him %vith singular ill-^ace, because as I have 
Lid, the pLpose of this Bill is to take away the* nght of pre-audience 
granW, amongst- others, to the holders of what is known as the linglish 
Silk I cannot help feeling, Sir, that it would have been more graceh.1 
on the part of the learned Leader of the Opposition if he hod, even at the 
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cost of being irrelevant, drawn attention to the fact that an Indian practi* 
tioner has just received the honour of Knglish Silk. I do hope the House 
will join with me in congratulating Mr. Bhagwandas Dube on receiving 
this very signal honour. On the occasion of his receiving this honour, we 
are asked to put an embargo on him and take away from him the right 
of pre-audience which he now enjoys under the Indian Bar Councils Act, 
I suggest, Sir, we should be acting in a very hurried manner if we did 
this. 

Then there is anotlicr reason why this House should accept my motion 
for circulation. I do not rely entirely on my own arguments in this matter. 
I would use the arguments of the Leader of the Opposition. The Leader 
of the Opposition, when he gave notice of this Bill, sent with it a letter 
which was in the following terms : 

**I have the honour to state that 1 have given early notice (tht letter is dated 
the ISth August, 19S0) of the enclosed Bill to amend the Indian Baer Councils 'Act, 
so that Government may have ample time between now and the Delhi Session of the 
new Assembly to consult leading Bar Libraries and other persons or bodies interested 
in the subject of the Bill.** 

In other words, Sir, the Honourable Member then asked for executive 
circulation or circulation, as we call it, by executive order. That was 
before this Assembly had met and before we had any opportunity to know 
what this House would think of his Bill, and we were not therefore disposed 
to accede to his request for circulating the Bill before the House ever met 
at all. Therefore, Sir, the Bill has not been circulated, but the need for 
circulating it still persists, and I would therefore ask the House to agree 
with me that my motion is not a blocking motion. It involves the adoption 
of a procedure which the Honourable Member himself last August consi- 
dered to be necessary, and it does, I consider, the merest justice to the 
learned and honourable profession of which he is himself a member. With 
these words, I move my motion for circulation. 

Sir Hari Singh Ck)ur: I rise to a point of order. The Honourable 
Member's motion is that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicit* 
ing opinion thereon. I invite your attention to rule 77 on page 28, clause 
(rt). The motion is out of order because it does not mention the date 
which should be specified. The whole thing is out of order. 

The rule says: 

“If the Member in charge moves that his Bill be taken into consideration, any 
Member may move as an amendment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committw 
or *be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by a date to be specified 
m the motion." ' 

That hag not been done and I submit that my friend’s amendment 
should be ruled out of order. 


; Sir I^cslot Uraluin: I confess to the lapse, and I would asic the Hod®<> 
to permit met to add the words, "by the Slsf August, 1981 . 
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Mr. President: The Honourable the Mover of jbhe amendment wishes 
to ask the permission of the House to allow him jbo amend his ame]^d* 
ment by the addition of the words "by the 81st August, 1981**. 

The question is that that addition be made. 

The motion was adopted. I 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, the author of the amendment referred to 
the Silk being given to my, £n^d, Mr. Dube, announced in the newspapers 
today. If he wiill only read once more .the Statement of Objects and 
Beasons^ he will find that the view of the Lord Chancellor of England is 
jbhat no Barrister practising in India, whether English or Indian, shall 
get Silk so long as he practises in India, and Mr. Dube obtained 
Silk because he is attached to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council. That is the grievance 1 have made, and which I have men- 
tioned in the Statement of Objects and lieasons, and I am surprised 
that my learned friend on the other side takes that as an example of 
Silk beiihg conferred upon an Indian who practises in England. If he 
had been practising here all his life, he would have been disqualified by 
the mere fact that he practises in this country, and that is this reason 
why I have taken upon myself to introduce the Bill which I have placed, 
before the House. Then, Sir, my Honourable friend stated that I gave the 
Government of India notice of my intention to introduce thig Bill as far 
back as August, 1980. I gave him an opportunity of ascertaining by cir- 
culation the views of Bar Libraries in India, and my Honourable friend 
tells this House that he did not wish to circulate the Bill because he 
wanted to know what this House thought about it. Sir, it was incum- 
bent upon my friends as the custodian of the laws of this country, to make 
his Act XIII of 1927 a living law, and when it is provided in that Act 
of 1927 that the King s Counsel are amongst the legal practitioners of this 
country, he was morally bound, I say, to introduce that class of practi- 
tioners in this country. It is not a case of 1980. It is a case of 1927 
when the Government stood committed to classify Indian practitioners 
as falling into the category of King’s Counsel and Advocates and Vakils* 
What have they done to make good the underlying implication of the 
Act of 1927? They have done nothing,, and I therefore submit that 1 am 
only discharging a duty which lay upon the Government to make good the 
enactment of 1927- Apart from that, we have been all feeling that .the 
Indian Bar must be a self-contained and autonomous Bar. Is 
there any Member of this House who denies that fact? (Cries of "None".) 
And if the Indian Bar is to be an autonomous Bar, the Indian members 
of the Indian Bar cannot always remain as juniors to the people who get 
Silk from England or in the small Crown Colonies like Ceylon and Biutish 
Guiana. If the Government of India had been a national government, 
which of course it is not, it would have taken time by the forelock and 
taken measures to introduce Silk jn this country. My Honourable 
friend says that I have not inserted any positive rule for^ the creation of 
Silk in this country. Sir, occupants of the Treasury Benches cannot be 
ignorant of that elementary principle of law, namely, that the creation 
of Silk in the British Commonwealth is a part of the King's prerogative, 
and while it is perfectly legitimate for the Indian Legislature to create 
Silk by an enactment of this House, it is equally* legal for the King to 
delegate his power to His Excellency the Viceroy for that pijrpose. As 
a matter of fact, in the constitution of the British Commonwealth, subh 
a power has been delegated to all the Colonial Governments) and they 
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.liave been exeroirang Giat power for many years. India ‘happens '^^to be 
the only unfortunate country where such a power has not been delegated, 
presumably because India has not asked for it before; and - when 'in 1927 
we told the Government that Kjing s Counsel ought to be created in India, 
they rightly acceded to the insertion of that clause, and as soon as the 
clause was inserted, they forgot all about it'. That, I submit, is therefore 
a charge which cannot" be levied against me, but against the Honourable 
occupants of the Treasury Benches as to how they discharge their duty 
towards the people of this country. (Hear, hear.) 

S|ir, I do not object, I do not mind waiting till the 31st of August, 
1931, but I do wish the. occupants of the Treasury Benches to remember 
this that public opinion is not fully enlightened in the case of this class 
of legislation. This is a Bill which interests the members of the legal 
profession. Consequently, the opinion to be sought must be the opinion 
of members of the legal profession. 1 wish also in this connection to 
point out that one of the. decisions of the Bound Table Conference is to 
the effect that there shall be established a Supreme Court in India. 
Therefore., the judiciary in India will be self-contained; and I submit it 
follows as a necessary corollary that the Bar of India must be equally 
self-contained. I therefore feel that we shall be paying the way for that 
happier era when India will have a self-contained judiciary and will have 
a self-contained constitution. Whatever may be the view of the Honour- 
able the Legal Secretary, I appeal to the Honourable the Law Member, 
who is a member of niy own profession, to see that he does not stultify 
an enactment of the Indian Legislature. 

jMr. President: The question is: 

'"That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting i^inion thereon by the 
31bt August, 1931.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE CHILDBBNB PBOTECTION BILL. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Mu* 
hammadan) : Sir, I beg to ask for leave to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. 
I shall not detain the House for many minutes. This is a Bjill which has 
been before this House before, under the more popular name of the Age 
of Consent Bill. (Laughter.) Sir, in the last Assembly, Government 
appointed a special Committee, which was presided over by Sir Moropant 
Joshi to go into the question, and after going into this question, his 
Committee made certain recommendations which are formulated in the 
various clauses of my Bill. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, I introduce the Bjlll 

*■ ■ _____________ 

THE INDIAN CEIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (REPEAL) BILL, 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Sin^ (MuzaSarpur cum Champaran t Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal the Indian 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. 

The taotion was adopted. 

Kt« Gaya Prasad Singh: Sir, I introduce the Bill 



©ENGAlj S5PitTE.m6GNBBS BEGULAMON (BBBEALIKG) 

BILL. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwau Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
■'Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal the Bengal State- 
""PriSoners Begulation, 1S18. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN BAB COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

(Amendment op sections 4, 9 and 14.) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Indian 
Bar Councils Act, 1926 (Amendment of sections 4, 9 and 14). 

The motion was adopted- 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE HINDU WIDOWS’ BIGHT OF INHEEITANCE BILL. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General): Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to secure a share for Hindu widows in their 
husbands’ family property. 

Sir, this Bill was introduced in the last Assembly; it was discussed on 
a motion for taking it Jnto consideration and was then circulated. Opi- 
nions were received from the provinces, and the Bill was referred to a 
Select Committee; but before the Select Committee could meet, the 
Assembly came to an end and the Bill consequently lapsed. I therefore 
ask for permission to introduce this Bill again. 

Baja Bahadur G. Erishnamachariar (Tanjorc cum Trichinopoly : Non^ 
Muhammadan Bural): Sir, all I can say is that I oppose the motion. 

Mr. PreBident: The question, ia: 

**That leave be given to Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda to introduce a Bill to secure 
a share for Hindu widows in their husbands’ family property.” 

The mption was adopted. 

Bal Sahib Harbilas Sarda: Sir, 1 introduce the .Bill. 

m ) I 



i'Hfi (iOh& Of CBllklDlAL fBdOEbOBf (AliEKDMEilT) Ellti. 
(Amendment of seotion 491.) 

Mr. Amar Nath DuU (Burdwan Bivision: Non-Muhammadan Bural):' 
Sir, I move for leave to introduce a BHi further to amend the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Amendment of section 491). 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday# 
the 18th February, 1931. 


(MO) 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 18th February^ 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBEB SWOIiN: 

Mr. Abdul Halim Gluiznavi, M.L.A. (Dacca rum Mymensingh: 
Muhammadan Eural). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Catering Arrangements, Waiting Halls, etc., at Eailway Staiions. 

562. *Lala Brij Kishoie: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they have conducted any enquiry into the catering arrangement 
on railway platforms, waiting halls, rest-houses and refreshment rooms? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) bo in the affirmative, will Government bo 
pleased to lay on the table the result of such enquify? 

(c) What principles govern the grant of such contracts? 

(d) What arrangements have been made to ensure the supply of fresh 
and healthy food-stuff? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. But Government are aware that the 
subject receives constant attention from the different Eailwav Administra- 
tions. 

(b) Docs not arise. 

(c) Contracts for catering are given to those who, in the opinion of the 
Administration, can be trusted to provide efficient service. 

(d) Station Masters and supervising officials have instructions to see 
that food-stuff sold is of good qualitv. Special catering inspectors are ap- 
pointed for this purpose on some railways. 

Expenditure incurred on the Divisional Organisation of Indian 

Railways. 

563. *Lala BriJ Kishore: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(а) what is the total amount of expenditure for the* last year on the 

divisional organisation of the Indian Eailway system; 

(б) what increase does this show on ■ the old district control 

system; and ^ • 

(c) if it is a fact that both the East Indian Railway and the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway have disapproved 4he 
system in view of its excessive expenditure? 

( 961 ) 


4 



062 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [18tH PeB. 1931. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (b). 1 am obtaining the information 

from the railways concerned and will furnish it to the Honourable Member 
as soon as it is received. 

(e) The system is not in force on the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Bailway. As regards the East Indian Bailway, the reply is in the 
negative. 

Payment of Grants to the Benares Hindu University. 

564. ’•‘Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. A. Das) : (a) Will Government 
lay on the table of the House for the i>enisal of the Honourable Members 
the correspondence which has passed between Government and the Hindu 
University, Benares, about the delay in the payment of recurring and non- 
recurring gr.-mts? 

(b) With reference to the answer given by the Honourable Sir Fazl-i- 
Husain on the 27th January, in respect of a question by Babu Gaya Prasad 
Singh about the delay in payment of the second instalment of five lakhs to 
the Hindu University, will Government lay on the table of the House the 
cori’cspondence on the subject and can it give any approximate time when 
the balance of the grant will be paid? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) It does not 
appear to be in the public interest to comply with the wishes of the Hon- 
ourable Member. 

(b) I'he Honourable Member is presumably referring to the second 
instalment of the non-recurring grant of Bs. 15 lakhs. As stated in my 
reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 44, on January 27th, this 
instalment, which amounts to six lakhs, not five as mentioned in his ques- 
tion, will be paid as soon as tho University authorities have satisfied Gov- 
ernment that the stipulation in regard to the reduction of indebtedness, 
which was laid down when the grant was sanctioned, has been complied 
with. A report on this ])oint has been received from the Government of 
the United Provinces during the last few days and is under consideration. 


Charges for Staying at Railway Reiiring Rooms. 

565. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. A. Das) : (a) Will Government 
give a list of the charges for staying at the retiring rooms provided on the 
East Indian Railway and other Railways for the convenience of first and 
second class travellers? 

(b) What has been the income from the retiring room at Cawnpore for 
the year ending the 31st December, 1930? 

(c) Are Government aware that the charges at Cawnpore East Indian 
Railway retiring rooms are Rs. 4 and Rs. 8? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of reducing 
the charges to Bs. 2 and 4? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons': (a) I would draw the Honourable Member’s 
attention to ‘the current Time Tables of the different railways, wherein the 
informatiojQ asked for is published. 

. (b) Tlie Agent*, •East Indian Bailway, has been asked to furnish this 
information and I will communicate it to the Honourable Member. 
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(c) According to information give'll at page 200 of the current East 
Indian liaihvay Time Table and Guide, the charge for the use of tho 
retiring rooms at Cawnpore Station is l^s. 4 /- per person per 24 hours. 

(d) This is a matter that lies witliin the competence of tlie Agent, but 
the liailway Board have no reason to consider the ])resent charge excessive. 


Need of a Shed at Benares Cantonment Railway Station. 

o60. *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. A. Das): (a) Are Government 
aware that there is no covered shed at Benares Cantonment on platform 
No. 2 on tho cantonment side? 

(ti) Ate Government aware that a number of trains stop at that plat- 
form and a large number of passengers alight and get into train from that 
platform ? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider this matter and put up a shed 
on that platform on the cantonment side? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parians: («), (b) and (c). Government are not aware of 
the exact position but a copy of tbe Honourable Member’s question is 
being sent to the Agent, East Indian Railway, for consideration. 

Release of Maulana Abdul Ghaffar Khan of the North West Frontier 

Province. 

567. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon) : 
(a) Are Government aware that one Maulana Abdul Ghaffar Khan of the 
North West Frontiel; Province, who is now in jail was tlu^ most prominent 
leader of tlic “Khudayi Khitmatgar” movement, a movement for organ- 
ising the voice of the people to secure hetic'r treatment at tlie luinds of 
Government, in the North West Frontier Provinc(‘? 

(6) Have Government considered the question of releasing the said 
Abdul GhalTar Khan along with other leaders of the North West Frontier 
Province? If not, are they prepared to do so? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) (lovernment are aware that 
Abdul Gliaffar Khan is now undergoing imprisonment owing to his failure 
to furnish seemrity. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the announcement made 
by His Excellency the Vicerov on January 25th, froin which it will be 
seen that releases wore restricted to persons who were on that date mem- 
bers of the Working Committee t)f the All-India Congress, or who had acted 
as such since the 1st of January, 1930. The object of Government in 
ordering these releases is stated in the announcement. Abdul GhafiPar 
Khan and others in the North West Frontier Province were not released 
because they did not come within this category. • 

Maulvi Muhammad Shalee Daoodi: Is not this an invidious distinction 
which is made between the leaders of the Congress movement and the 
“Khudayi Khitmatgar'* movement? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I have indicated what tbe distinction 
was and why it was made. 
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Sir Abdur RfthilU! Is Government going to create a peaceful atmosphere 
in the North West Frontier Province on the same lines as in the rest of 
British India so that the question of constitutional advance may be pro- 
perly considered by that province also? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: That will depend on how matters 
develop. As T pointc^d out in a reply to a previous question, there will be 
no provincial distinctions in considering that question. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Do Government want that Abdul 
Cxhaffar Khan should have joined the Congress nijovement and should then 
have the privilege of being released at the present moment? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: T do not think that arises from my 
reply. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Tliis Abdul Ghafiar Khan is a 
leader of the same eminence as many in the Congress movement. As he 
did not think it wise to join tlie Congress movornent, he started the 
''Khudayi Khitmatgar” movement. Do Government by keeping him in 
jail want that he should have joint'd the Congress movement so that he 
might hav(^ been released at the present moment? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: No, Sir. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Will Government bi' pleased to (jonsider the 
advisability of I’eleasing this gentleman in view of the fact that so many 
other Congress leaders of more or less the same prominence have been 
released, and also in view of the fact that the Muhammadans have been 
distinguished by extreme loyalty in the present crisis? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: I have already replied to this ques- 
tion. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi: Do Government realise the mistake 
that they arc committing in making this distinction between the leaders 
of the two movements? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: 1 have explained the distinction 
and why it was made. 

Sir Abdur Rahim:' Do not Government realise that the Muhammadans 
not only of the North West Frontier Province but of the rest of India are 
veiry much excited ov(t what is happening in the North West Frontier 
Province and that an effort should be made in order to bring about a better 
condition of things there as soon as possible? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (ilovermneni will bo only too glad 
if a better corfdition of things is produced at an early date. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: How do Government propose to bring peace? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga lyeir: Are Government aware that the situation in the 
North Wes't Frontier Province is comparatively better today, and in view 
of that f§ict will they be pleased to consider the advisability of releasing- 
the political prisoners there? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: l regret, Sir, I iiave nothing to add 
lo the reply T have already given. 


Offences during the Period of Martial Law in the North West 
Frontier Province. 


568. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Hnji Ahdoola Haroon): 
(Ij Will Governvnont he pleased to state: 

(a) the date of declaration of martial law in the North West 

Frontier Province; 

(b) the date of withdrawal of marlial law in the North West 

Frontier Province ; 

(c) (i) the number of trials, convictions and acquittals under the 

Martial Law Act; and 

(ii) the nature of the offence in each case? 

(2) Will Government be pleased to state the number of : 

(a) riots, 

(b) dacoitios, 

(c) murders of (dvil and military population, 

(d) setting fire to Government olhces. 

(c) sotting fire to private properties, 

(/) burning down of police cliowkies, 

(<;() abductions, and 

(h) other similar offences 

tliat occiiiTed in the North West Frontier Province: 

(i) during the three months jweceding the declaration of martial 

hvw; and 

(ii) during the period martial law was in force? 

(3) Will Government be pleased io state whether during the period 
of Martial Law in the North West Frontier Province, any properties of 
private persons were confiscated under any other Begulation or Act? If 
so, 

(a) particulars of such properties, and 

(b) the names of such persons to whom such properties belonged? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson: (1) (a) Martial Law was declared in the Peshawar 
District of the North West Frontier Province on the 15ih August, 1930. 

(b) It was withdrawn as from the midnight of the 28rd/24th January, 
1931. 

(c) (i). Only 28 persons were tried, of whom 21 were convicted, 4 
acquitted, 2 discharged and 1 released after warning.. 

(c) (ii). I lay on the tabic a statement showing the natuj'e of the 
offence in each case. 

As regaixis parts (2) and (3), the information is bein^ collec'ted and • 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 
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A eonsMiated lift of eaiei di»po»ed of under the Martial Law in the Peahawar Diatridt. 


Serial No. I 

Sub-Divi- 

sion. 

Name,’ parentage, 
residence, etc., of the 
accused. 

Offence and 
date 

of arrest. 

Order of the 
Court 

and the date. 

Brief facts 
of 

the case. 

1 

Posha war 
Can ton- 
ment. 

Sarmast, son of Ali 
Mast, Afridi of 
Tirah, 1’. T. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance No. 1, 
flated the 
23rd Sep- 
tember, 1930. 

Acquitted on 
ICth Octo- 
ber, 1930. 

Hud failed to 
get his name 
registered. 

2 

Ditto 

Akbar Khan, son of 
Mirza, Afridi of 
Tirah, T. T. 

Do. 

Fined Rs. 20 
on Uth Oc- 
tober, 1930. 

Ditto. 

3 

Pesha war 
City. 

Hamesh Gul, son of 
Samad Gul, Afghan, 
of Urinur-Miaua. 

M. L. Regula- 
tion No. 13, 
dated the 
19 th Sep- 
tember, 1930. 

Fined Ks. 15 
on 1 Ith 

D e oember, 
1930. 

Had refused to 
give his name 
to Police. 

4 

Sadar Sub- 
Division. 

Halim, son of Gulab, 
Kumbar Khel, 

Afridi, Tirah, T, T. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance No. 1, 
dated tho 
Ist Novem- 
ber, 1930. 

Awarded 3 
months* K. 
I. on 24th 
N o vember, 
1930. 

Had failed to 
get his name 
registered. 

6 

Ditto . 

Suleiman, son of 
Bahrain, of Mattani. 

M. L. Regula- 
tion No. IT), 
dated the 
Ist Novem- 
ber, 1930. 

Fined Rs. 10 
on 27th 

N 0 vember, 
1930. 

Had refused to 
clear his field 
as ordered by 
Deputy ( ‘om- 
i missioner. 

6 

Ditto , 

Ahmad Shah, son of 
Massam, of Mattani. 

Do. 

Do. 

! Ditto. 

7 

Ditto . 

Kidad, son of Subc- 
dar, of Mattani. . | 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

8 

Ditto . 

Buncr, son of . 

Faiziillah, of Mat- i 
tani. I 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

9 

Ditto • 

Bam Cliand, son of 
Makhan Mai. of 
Sarbaiid. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance Clause 
No. 2, dated 
the 4th 

November, 
1930. 

Acquitted on , 
2-lth Nov- 
ember, 1930. 

Had thrown 

stones at a 
soldier. 

10 

Ditto 

Mutabar. son of 

Abdul Aziz, of 

Sarband. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

11 

Ditto . . 

Sharif, son of Fakhar 
Khan, of Urmur- 
Miana. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

12 

Ditto . 

ft 

ft 

Halim, son of Gul 
Khan, Malikdinkhel, 
Afridi, Tirah. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance No. 1, 
dated the j 
6th Novem- j 
ber, 1930. j 

Awarded 2 
months’ B. 

J. on 18tli 

N o vember, 
1930. 

Had failed to 
get his name 
registered. 
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A consolidated list of cases disposed of under the Martial Law in the Peshawar Disi/rict — 

contd. 


Sub- 

Division. 


13 Pesha war 
Cant o n • 
ment. 


14 Ditto 


15 Ditto 


16 Sadar Sub- 
Division. 


17 Ditto • 


18 j Ditto 


19 Ditto 


20 Ditto . 


21 I Ditto . 


Name, parentage, 
residence, etc., of the 
accused. 

Offeiute 
and date 
of arrest. 

Order of the 
Court 

and the date. 

Brief facts 
of 

the case. 

Adamkhel, son of 
Nabat, Zakha Khel, 
Afridi. T. 

M. L- Ordin- 
ance No. 1, 
dated the 
llth Nov- 
ember, 1 930. 

Disc barged 
on 2l8t Nov- 
ember, 1930. 

Had failed to 
get his name, 
registered. 

Mirangul, son of 
Mazdur, Zaklia Kliel, 
Afridi, T. T. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

Yarmast, son of 

Muhammad Nui , 
Afridi, of Tirah. 

M. L. Ordin* 
anee No. 1, 
dated the 
1st Decem- 
ber, 1930. 

Fined Rs. 25 
on 1 st 

D 0 cember, 
1930. 

Ditto. 

Hameshgul, son of 
Zaman, of Sarband. 

M. L. Regula- 
tion No. 18, 
dated the 
I7th Nov- 
ember, 1930. 

Fined Ks. 50 
on 5th Janu- 
ary, 1031. 

Was found tarn* 
periiig with 
[ the loyalty 

of Government 
servants. 

Akram, son of 

Mirahmad, IShah 

Khel, .Sheikh- 

Muharnmadi. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance No. 5, 
dated the 
loth Nov- 
ember, 1930. 

Killed Ks. 10 
on 9th De- 
cember, 1 930. 

Was found 

grazing his 

goats in pro- 
hibited area. 

Ismail, son of 

Sahargul, Kambar 
Khel, of Tirah. 

M. L. Ordin- 
ance No. J, 
dated Ihc 
i^8th Nov- 
ember, 1930. 

Fined Rs. 15 
on 23rd De- 
cember, 1930. 

Had failed to 
got his name 
registered 

Zarif Khan, son of 
Muhabat Khan, of 
Tirah. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ditto. 

Kashmir, son of 
'J'azagiily of Jararud. 

M. L. Regula- 
tion No. 12, 
dated the 
9th Decem- 
ber, 1930. 

f'iried Rs. 30 
on 9th Janu- 
ary, 1931. 

■ 

Was found wan- 
dering in pro- 
hibited area. 

Jumma Khan, son of 
Saidgul, Khugiaiii, 
of Jellalabad. 

M. L. Ordi- 
i nance No. 
2, dated the 
15th Decern-' 
her, 1930. 

Released after 
warning on 
16th Decem- 
' her, 1930. * 

Was found graz- 
ing his goats 
in prohibited 
area. 

• 
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A eonsoUdated list of cases disposed of under the MaHial Law in the Peshawar District — 

conoid. 


1 

Siib> 

Division. 

Name, parentage, 
residence, etc., of the 
accused. 

Offenre 
and date 
of ari est. 

Order of the 
Court 

und the date. 

Brief facts 
of 

the case. 

22 

Sadar Sub- 
Division. 

Umargul, son of BaZ 
Muhammad, Afridi, 
of Sanghu. 

M. L. Ordi- 
nance No. 1, 
dated the 
16th Decem- 
ber, 1930. 

Ordered to 
give security 
u/s 6t)2, C. 
P. C. on 
16th Decem- 
ber, 1930. 

Had failed to 
get his name 
registered. 

23 

Ditto . 

Boatan, son of ZuUat, 
of Achini-Payan. 

M. L. Ordi- 
nance No. 3, 
dated the 
12th Decem- 
ber, 19.30. 

Fined Rs. 30 

Was found wan- 
dering in pro- 
hibited area. 

24 

Ditto • 

Gul-Darai. son of 
Zulfat, of Achini- 
Payan. 

Do. . 

Do. . • 

Ditto. 

25 

Ditto • ' 

Lai Haider, hou of 
Mohr Ali, Kuki I 
Khel, Afruii, of 
Jamrud. 

I Do. 

Eined Rs. 15 

Was found 

without a 

pass. 

26 j 

Ditto . 

Zorai, son of Wali 
Muhammad, Kuki 
Khcl, of Jamrud. 

Do. 

Do. 

Diito. 

27 

Peaha war 
City. 

Abdul Shah, son of 
Haider Shah, Kuki 
Khel, Afridi. 

M. L. Order 
No. 6, dated 
the 2nd 

January, 
1931. 

Fined R.S. 20 

Ditto. 

28 

Sadar Sub- 
Division. 

I Mir Saul, son of 

1 Hawas, Mian Khel, 
of Masho Khel. 

M. L. Order 
No. 3, dated 
the 23rd 

Decern b e r, 
1930. (By 
the City 

Magistrate , 
Peshawar.) 

Fined Ks. 50 

Was found wan- 
dering in the 
proh i b i t e d 
area. 

1 


Expenditure incurred on the Frontier. 

669. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon); 
(a) Will Government be pleased to state the approximate expenditure they 
have incurred under the following heads : 

(i) Movement of troops, 

(ii) Construction of roads, and 

(iii) Construction of military posts, 

during the Afridi attack the Spring of last year and for defensive 
measures adopted by them to prevent further attacks by Afridis? 
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(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether as a defensive 
measure against Afridi attacks they have 

(a) cut down fields and gardens, and 

(b) demolished houses, 

for military or other purposes in the vicinity of Peshawar City? If so, 
will Government be pleased to state : 

(1) the names of owners of such properties, 

(2) whether .adequate compensation has been paid to them, and 

(3) if no compensation has been paid, whether, and if so, when 

they propose to pay the same? 

Mr. J. O. Acheson: (a) The approximate expenditure is as follows: 

(i) Nearly lls. 4 lakhs up to the end of October. 

(ii) Estimated at Us. 6 lakhs up to the end of the current financial 

year. 

(iii) Approxiiuately Us. 1 lakh up to the end of the current finan- 

cial year. 

(b) The full information required by the Honourable Member is being 
collected. I (aiii, however, state at once that the principle of granting 
compensation for damage done to private property as the result of defensive 
measures has throughout been accepted by Government. From the in- 
formation at present available to Government iti appears that, in j)iir- 
suance of tliis policy, compensation amounting to over lls. 7,0(X) has 
already been paid, and recommendations for the payment of some 
lls. 37,000 more, which liave been received from the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Peshawar, are now under consideration. 'J'he details of ihese 
claims are in round figures as follows: 


R«. 

Land for roi’ds ...... ... 22,7dO 

Crops cut 7,000 

Trees cut or pruned ........ l.OOt) 

Walls dem.lislipd S50 


Number of Person.s imprisoned in the North West Frontier Province 
IN connection with the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

570. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon) : 
Will Government ))e pleased to state the luimber of ])crsons jailed in the 
North West Frontier IVovincc since the cominericemeut of the civil dis- 
obedience movement under : 

(a) Salt Law. 

(b) Picketing Ordinance, 

(c) Unlawful Instigation Ordinance, and 

(d) Frontier llegulation Act? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) and (c). As far as I am aware, 
there have been no convictions under the Salt Act in the *North West 
Frontier Province. There were no convictions under the Instigation 
Ordinance up to the end of October. 
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(b) Approximately 136 up to the end of October. 

{d) If the Honourable Member will inform mo of the Regulation to 
which he refers, I will obtain the figures and communicate them to Him. 

Allowances paid to Government Servants. 

671. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola* Haroon) : 
Will Oovernment be pleased to state in what percentage of appointments 
in the Imperial Services (Civil and Military) the total sum paid on account 
of allowances (including overseas pay, exchange compensation, local 
compensatory allowance, housing allowance, Burma allowance and all other 
allowances) coTues to: 

(a) twenty-five per cent., 

(b) more than twenty-five per cent, but less than fifty per cent. 

((*) fifty per cent, or more of the substantive salary? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: It would require an immense 
amount of time and trouble to compile the information asked for by the 
Honourable Member. Enquiries would have to be made of every Local 
Government as to the actual ‘"pay” and ‘'allowances” drawn on a selected 
date by ea(*b officer of the various Civil Imperial Services serving under 
them ; and similar figures obtained for those serving directly under the 
Government of India. Similar calculations would also be necessary in 
respect of officers of the Indian and British Armies. I may add for the 
Honourable Member’s information that overseas pay is not an “allowance** 
but is part of substnnlive pay. The largest allowances which tlie Govern- 
ment of India pay to iruanbers of the Imperial Services are those which 

were fixed in 1924 for the Presidency centres and Rangoon. Those per- 

mit of payments wbic‘b may in a few cases work out at a percentage some- 
what in excess of 26 per cent, in the case of junior officers of these ser- 
vices, if they have to meet excessively high house rents. 


Number of Chaplains and Bishops in India. 

672. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon) : 
(n) Will (loveriinierit be pleased to state what is the total number of Civil 
Chaplains belonging to : 

(i) Church of England, 

(ii) all other denominations maintained out of the revenues of India? 

(6) What is the total amount spent annually in the last three years 
on pay, pensions, maintenance of churches and other expenses on the 
ecclesiastical establishment in India? 

(c) What were the recommendations of the Inchcape Committee with 
regard to reduction in the number of Civil Chaplains in India and how 
far have they been given effect to? 

(d) Do Government maintain Civil Chaplains out of public revenues 
in those stations in whicb there are military or missionary churches or 
chapels open to Christian servants of the Government? If so, why? 
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(e) Whafc is the total number of Bishops of the Church of England in 
India and how many of them are paid out of public revenues and what 
is the total amount paid to them? 

(/) Are the Residency churches in the Indian States inaintained by 
the Government of India out of Imperial revenues and, if so, what is the 
total number of such churches? 

(g) What is the total number of Railway Chaplains maintained and 
payable out of the revenues of State Railways? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a) The total number of chaplains 
on the Indian Ecclesiastical Establishment ministering primarily to civil 
congregations is:^ 

(i) Church of England in India — 40. 

(ii) Church of Scotland — 8. 

(b) The total annual ecclesiastical expenditure during the last three 
years charged to the Civil Estimates, excluding pensionary charges, 
figures tor which are not re«adily available, was approximately Rs. 88 lakhs. 

(r) The Inehcape Committee recommended a reduction of 21 in the 
total number of chaplains on the Indian ecclesiastical establishment. 
The number actually reduced was 28. 

(d) Only at certain of such stations, \vhere the number of European 
British born civil servants is sufficiemtly large to justify the appointment 
of separate ministers for them. 

(c) Thirteen, of whom seven are at present paid out of Cencral 
Revenues. Four of these seven arc, however,, paid as senior chaplains and 
are included in the number 40 mentioned in ray reply to part (a). The 
total expenditure during 1020-80 on account of their pay was about 
Rs. 1,66,000. 

(/) The expression “Residency churches” is not understood. If the 
Honourable Member means churches at .places which arc the sc?its of 
Residents and Agents to the Governor General, all such churches are not 
maintained out of Indian revenues. 

(7) 1 have called for the iuformatioii and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on reeei|>l of it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Will the Honoural)le Mem bin* be pleased to 
state what will be the effect of the passing of the recent Church measure 
creating church autonomy upon the Central expenditure? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: The ultimate effect will i)e a 
substantial reduction of expenditure which will accrue as the Bishops 
holding the seven sees, of which the Government defray the charges, 
gradually vacate these sees and new incumbents arc appointed. I could 
not, however, without previous notice, give my Honourable friend anything 
like a full statement. • 

Government Expenditure on the Maintenance of Mosques and Temples, 
Maulvis and Hindu Priests. 

• * 

573. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (on bclialf of Hcth Haji Abdoola Haroon) 
(a) Will Government be pleased to state the total amount spent annually 
in the maintenance of mosques and temples ? 
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{b) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Maulvis and 
Hindu Pandits and Priests maintained and payable out of the revenues 
of the Government of India, together with their pay, allowances, etc.? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy; {a) No money is expended from 
Central revenues on the niaintenunce of inosques and temples beyond 
what is required to conserve those ihai have been declared to be protected 
monuments and tire in (‘harge of the Archieological Department. The ex- 
penditure on conservation operations cannot he stated wnth exactness 
because it is not alw^ays recorded Bej)arately for (‘.acli class of building. An 
idea, however, of what is being done in this direction can be gathered from 
Appendix A to the Annual Iteport of tlie Archaeological Survey for 1927-28, 
a copy of which will he found in the Library of the House. I may, at the 
same time, remind the Honourable Member that many temples and 
mosques in India receive indirect subsidies from the Govemment in Ihe 
shape of remission of land nwenue on lands owned by them. 

(h) Maulvis and Hindu Pandits and Priests are employed as religious 
teachers in Indian Army units. The annual expenditure under this head 
is about lls. 1,06,000. 


Censorship of News. 

574. ^Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of llai Bahadur Sukliraj Eai) : (a) 
Will Government he jdoased to state il special olheers have h(»cn employed 
for the purpose of censoring new’s before issue? 

(h) If the answer be in the affinnativc, what are Ihe number and names 
of such officers and what is their salary and the purpose for which they 
have been so employed? 

(o) Have any daily newspapers also employed their services? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar: (a) Ro far as I am aw'are, there has 
been no censorshij) of news before issue, except in accordance Avith the 
provisions of the Indian '^rolograph Act and the niles thereunder. 

(h) and (c). Do not arise. 


Diet IN Jails. 

575. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Kai) : Will 
Government he pleased to state : 

(fl) What is the diet that has been given in each of the jails from 
March to December, 1930, in India? 

(h) Whether there is a variation of diet between jail and jail and 
if so, w’hat is the reason for such variation? 

(c) What is tl^e incidence of sickness in various jails in respect of 

each ailment or disease during the above period? 

(d) Whether there has been increase of dysentery, in any of the 

jails and, if so, w’^hat is the reason for such increase? 

(e) Wheihel any of the prisoners have protested against the kind 

or (juality of fooj supplied to them ? 

(f) In how' maiiy‘' cases, such defects, if any, were rectified? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) to (/). Prison administration is, 
under the Devolution Eules, a provincial subject, and, 1 am afraid, I 
cannot, within the compass of a reply to a question, furnish the Honour- 
able Member with all the information he requires. He will find this partly 
in the Provincial Jail Manuals and partly in the Annual Jail Administra- 
tion Ecports for 1930 and in tlu' Annual Eeport of the Public Health 
Commissioner with the (xovemment of India for 1930, when these Reports 
are published, (lovernmont cannot undertake to collect this information 
in advance of the puhlicaition of these Ecports. 

Number ok Political Prisoners in Jails and their Treatment. 

57(). *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Eai Eahadiir Sukhraj Eai) : (a) 
Will Government he j)lcascd to state tlu* number of political prisoners that 
were in different jails in India in “A’*, “IC' and “(V’ Classes on the 31st 
December, 1930? 

(h) Is it a fad that Mahatma Gandhi on his release has stated that 
the treatment of “C" Class prisoiK'rs in jail was inhuman? 

(c) Is there -any racial distinction in the treatment of prisoners in 
European and Indian Classes? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar: (a) If the Honourable Member is 
r(;f erring to })ersona convicted of offeqct^s in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement, I would invite Iiis attention to the reply given io 
Sardar Sant Singh's unstarred question No. 12 on tlu* 2001 January, 1931. 

(b) Government have not seen any such statement. 

(c) No. 

Number of Jains in the Legislatures and the Services. 

577. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Eai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai) : Will 
Government be pleased to state : 

(a) what is the total nuinher of Jains in the Indian Legislatures 

at present; and 

(b) what is the total nuiiiher of Jains ein[)l(ned in the Indian Civil 

Service? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) I n^grd that Government have 
not the information tlie Honourable Member desires. 

(b) One. 


(iRANT TO THE BeNARES HtNDIT UNIVERSITY. 

578. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Eai Bahadur Sukhraj Eai): (a) 
Will Government be pleased to state the reason or reasons which made 
them suspend the grant to the Benares Hindu Cniversity? 

(b) How long will this suspension of grant last? 

(c) What are the conditions under which it can be again restored? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir fazl-i-Husain: I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the reply 1 gave on January 27th to Mr. .Gaya 
Prasad Singh s starred question No. 44 on this subject. 
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Cost of the Round Table Conference. 

579. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Ihvi Bahsidur Sukhraj Rai) : Will 
Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the total actual costs incurred so far in holding the Round 

Table Conference in London; 

(b) if the total cost has been borne by the Government of India, 

and 

(c) if not, what is the proportion of the cost borne by the British 

Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the reply which 1 gave to Mr. K. C. Roy's starred question No. 132 
on the 28th January, 1981. 

Re-assembling of the Round Table Conference. 

580. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai) : Will 
Government be pleased to state : 

(a) if the Round Table Conference has broken up finally or is it 

going to assemble again for further discussion; 

(b) if the answer be the latter, when is it proposed to hold it again 

and whether in Delhi or in London ; and 

(c) whether the same delegates will constitute the Conference or 

will there be additions and alterations in the list of those 

invited ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: (a), (b) and (c). The whole ques- 
tion of future procedure for the consideration of matters emerging from 
the discussions of the Round Table Conference is at present under the con- 
sideration of His Majesty’s Government and until a decision is. reached, 
Government are unable to make any statement on the subject. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Is the Honourable Member in a position to tell the 
House now when there would be a possibility of a day for a discussion of 
the papers concerning the Round Table Conference? 

The Honourable Sir Gisorge Rainy: 1 think, Sir, 2nd March is likely to 
be available, and if that day will be convenient to the various parties in 
the House and T think Government would be prepared to give up that day. 

Sir Haii' Singh Gtour: Will the Honourable Member please state how 
soon we are likely to get the second part of the Blue Book which the Hon- 
ourable Member aa,id hag gone to the press? 

The Honourable Sir Gborge Rainy: The papers were received by the 
air mail following the air mail by which the first set of papers was receiv- 
ed, and they wpre at once sent to Calcutta to be printed. I have not at 
the moment got the infonrfation when they are expected to be ready. But 
I will make inquines today- and I will be glad to let any Honourable Mem- 
ber know about it who is anxious to know. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


975 


New Rules for Value Payable Parcels. 

581. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Rai Baliadiir Siihhraj Rai) : (a) 
V/ill Government be pleased to state at whose instance, under whose 
instructions and for what reason the new three days’ rules for demurrage 
on V. P. articles were framed? 

(b) Was it considered imneccssarv to take the advice of the Legisla- 
tures before the authorities of the Postal Department repealed their rules 
and byelaws and framed new rules in this connection ? 

(c) What was the urgency of the measure which })rompted them not 
to wait till the Budget discussions in the Legislative Assembly? 

(d) Was the mercantile community or any of the Chambers of Com- 
merce, consulted before the framing of these rules? 

(e) For how long are these new rules to remain in force? 

(f) W’^hat is the estimated increase in the amount of income that will 
be derived through this new measure? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: (a) The new rule has been framed by Government 
on the suggestion of the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, to cur- 
tail the period of .storage of articles in the Post Office and to prevent in 
future the abuse of the concession which had sprung up and which was 
increasing the w’ork of tlie Post Offi(‘e. 

(6) The change was made under the powers vested in the Governor 
General in Council by section 7 of the Post Office Act- 

(c) The matter has nothing to do wiith the discussion of the Budget. 

(d) No. The revised pro(‘edarc should generally bo favourable to the 
mercantile comiminity in that it enables senders of goods by the V. P. 
system to receive payment for them much more promptly. 

(c) The new rules will remain in force until they are revised. 

(/) The increase in the amount of income cimnot he estimated, but the 
measure was not adopted primarily as a means of raising fresh revenue, 
but for the reasons given in the reply to part (a) of ih's question. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddih: Ts it not a fact that since the new rule 
is in force, the number of issues of V. P. articles is on the decrease while 
the number of “unclaimed" and “refused" V. P. articles is on the increase 
if compared with the old ten days’ deposit system? Is it also not a 
fact that thousands of memorials have been submitted by traders dealing 
under the V. P. system, who are the ultimate victims of the amended 
rule? Will Government be pleased to consider the advisability of hav- 
ing the said rule withdrawn immediately? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy: Government have no information, Sir. For the 
rest of the question I must ask for notice. 

Construction of a Railway Station between Colgono and Pirpainti. 

«582. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai): (a) 
Will Government be pleased to state whether a ngw railway station is being 
proposed to be erected between Colgong and Pirpainti which are at a 
distance of about eighteen miles from each other? What are the estimated 
costs ? 
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(b) Are Government aware that measurements and the selection of the 
site were already made about a couple of years ago by the railway 
authorities ? 

(c) If so, what is the delay due to? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), (b)^and (c). Government have heard of no 
proposal to construct a station between ('olgong and Pirpainti, which are 
12g and not 18 miles apart. 

Trials in Jails and at a Railway Station. 

588. ’•'Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Jiai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai) : Will 
Government be pleased to state : 

(a) under what provision of the law trials of political prisoners are 

lu^ld inside jails, in spite of protests by tlie accused that they 
would not be able to defend themselves properly and engage 
lawyers there ? 

(b) in how many cases have trials been held in the various jails 

from April to December, 1080, in the different parts of India; 
and 

(c) why tli(' triid \N'as held at the railway station in the case of 

Sjt. Siibhas Chandra Bose, Mayor of Calcutta Corporation, 
at Amnura in Malda District? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a^ Trials are so held inside jails 
under the provision of section 852, Criminal Procedure Code, but this 
does not in any way interfere with facilities for the defence of the accused 
or the engaging of counsel. 

(b) and (c). I have no information. 

Property of the Congress seized by the Police. 

584. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Kai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai) : (a) 
Will Government be pleased to state wliether the police authorities have 
been instructed to ])reservo or to destroy the articles worth lakhs of rupees 
that h.Mve heeii seized in different parts of India, from the various branches 
of “the great Congress organization’' reeently? 

(b) If the answer bo the former, how long are these to bo preserved, 
and will Government please state whether there is any chance of their 
being retumed to their rightful owners? If so, when? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar: (a) and (b). L regret that I am 
unable to reply to the Honourable Member’s quesrion in the absence of 
any indication of the nature of the property to which he refers or th6 
provisions of the law under whicli it was seized. 


:\IESS'AOR FROM THE (XIUNCIL OF SI^ATE. 

Mr. President: The Secretary will now read out a Message from the 
Coimcil of State. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, the Message runs as follows; 

*T am directed to state that the Council of State has, at its meeting held on 
the 17th February, 1931. agreed without any amendment to the Bill to supplement 
the Criminiti Procedure (Punjab Amendment) Act, 1930, which was passed by the 
Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th January, 1931.** 



ELECTION OF MEMBEES TO THE CENTKAL ADVISOKY 
COUNCIL FOE EAILWAYS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Eail- 
ways) : Sir, I move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect in such manner as may be approved by 
the Honourable the President, six non-official Members from the Assembly who 
shall be required to serve* on, the Central Advisory Council for Railways.” 

I should like to say one word in explanation of the terms of this mo- 
tion. In the convention for the j^eparation of Railway finance, it was 
laid down that the members to serve on the Central Advisory Council 
should be elected by both Houses of the Legislature on the panel system. 
During the course of the last year or two there have been frequent ex- 
pressions of the view from a number of un-offieial Members of this House 
that it would be better that in all such cases the election should take 
place direct and not by selection from a panel. T thought that the gener- 
ally expressed wish on the other side was a sufficient justification for a 
small departure from the exact terms of the separation convention, and I 
hope that tlic terrrus of my motion will be acceptable. 

The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION OF MEMBEES TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

EMIGEATION. 

The Honourabha Khan Bahadur Mian S^r Fazl-l-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, 8 Members to sit on tho Standing Committee on Emigration.” 

The observations that have been made by the ITonourable the Leader of 
the House apply to this motion ad well. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non-Ariiliam- 
madan) : May I beg to inquire of the Honourable Member whether the 
eight members would include officials as well? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : No. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Would you mind correcting the motion by say- 
ing “8 non-official Members"? 

Mr. K. Ahm,ed (Eajshahi Division: Muhammadan Tlural) : GUI That 
is implied. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i^Husain : I have no 
particular objection to it; but this is tho form in which up till now the 
Eesolution has been framed- • 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I think the Honourable Member will find from 
the last Eesolution that the word “non-official", is used. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Eohilkund and Eumaon Divisions: Mu- 
hammadan Eural) : Offi'cial members are never elected by this House for 
such Committees- 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
niadan Rural) : Tn view of the Honourable the Education Member’s agree- 
ment, I formally move that the vrord ‘‘non-offiicial” be inserted between 
the words “8” and ‘‘Members”. 


Mr, President: Do you wish to reply? 

The Honourable Elhan Bahadur Mian Sir Pazl-'i-Husain: I quite agree 
to it; there is no harm. 


Mr, President: The question is that the word “non-offitoial” be insert- 
ed between the figure “8” and the word “Members” in the Resolution. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, 8 non-olRcial Members to sit on the Standing Committee on 
Emigration." 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: 1 may inform the House that for the purpose of elec- 
tion of Members to the Central Advisory Council for Railways and the 
Standing Committee on Emigration the Assembly Office will be open to 
receive nominations up to 12 Noon on Wednesday, the 25th February, 
while the elections, if necessary, will take place in this Chamber on Mon- 
day^ the 2nd March, 1931. The elections will be conducted in accordance 
with the principle of proportional representation by means of the single 
transferable vote. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE COURT OF THE UNIVERSITY! 

OF DELHI. 

Mr. President: Elected Members will now proceed to elect four per- 
sons from among their own number to be members of the Court of the 
University of Delhi. There are ten candidates whose names are printed 
on the ballot papers which will now be supplied to the Honourable Mem- 
bers in the order in which I call them. I should like to inform Honour- 
able Members that Mr. Swamp has withdrawn his candidature. 
Therefore the remaining candidates are nine. 

(The ballot was then taken ) 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourat>le Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I beg to move : 

" ‘ ^hat the Bill f urtbor to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for 
certain purposes, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration.** 

The Select "Committees Mr. President, have reported the Bill as it was 
introduced, .without amendment, and that being so, it does not seem 
necessary that I should at this stage supplement what I swd when I 
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moved my motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. With 
reference, however, to the two remarks of the Select Committee in para- 
graph 2 of its lieport, I might perhaps take the opportunity to explain the 
attitude of the Government. 

The first suggestion in that 2 )aragraph is that a suitable opportunity 
should be taken to eliminate from the Indian Merchant Shipping Act the 
word “native** by the substitution of the word “Indian** or some equivalent 
phrase. I do not think, Mr. President, that there ought to be any difficulty 
about ihat, and the natural opportunity would occur when next a repeal- 
ing and amending Bill is brought before the House. 

The second suggestion was that the Medical Officer of Health should 
always be nominated by the Governor General in Council to inspect provi- 
sions, water, medicines and appliances. That suggestion also is one which 
Government have no difficulty in accepting. 

Sir, I move. ; 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 9 -were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 w.'.s added to the Bill. 

The Tif Ic and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE GOLD THREAD INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail- 
ways) : Sir, I beg to move : 

‘‘That tho Bill to provide for the fostering and development of the gold thread 
industry in British India, as reported by the Select Committee, bo taken into 
consideration.’* 

In this case also the Bill has been reported in the form in which it was 
introduced. In these circumstances, I do not think it is necessary for 
me at this stage to say anything further. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 6 wore added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) "BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and‘*Bail- 
ways) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“That the Bill to provide for the modification of certain import duties relating 
to the fostering and development of the steel industry in British India, as retried 
l)y the Select Committee be taken into consideration.” 
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[Sir George Kainy.] 

In this case also, Mr. President, the Bill has been reported by the 
Select Committee in the form in which it was introduced. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The; Schedule was added to the Bill. 

I’he Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy: Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 
The motion was adopted. 


DEMANDS FOB EXCESS GRANTS. . 
luiuGATioN, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 

The Honourable Sir George SchusteK (Finance Member): Sir, I beg to 
move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 75,509 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Irrigation (including Working Expenses), Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works*.** 

Tho moi.ion was adopted. 

Public Service Commission. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 3,898 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the. 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Public Service Commission’.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Administration of Agency Subjects. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

*'Tliat an excess grant of Rs. 107 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Payments to Provincial Governments on account of 
Administration of Agency Subjects’.’* 

Tho motion was adopted. 

Geological Survey. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to, move:! 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 1,708 be voted by the Assembly to regularise tho 
expenditure charg^ble to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
the year 1928-29. in respect of ‘Geological Survey’.** 

Tile motion was adopted. 
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Miscellaneous Adjustments between the Central and Provincial 

Governments. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

**That an excess grant of Rs. 59 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
^expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
■the year 1928-29 in respect of Miscellaneous Adjustments between the Central and 
Provincial Governments*.” * 

The motion was adopted. 

Commuted Value of Pensions. 

The Honourable Sir George Sdiuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 3,03,702 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
•expenditure chargeable to Capital actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in 
.the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Commuted Value of Pensions’.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Loans and Advances bearing Interest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 23,36,479 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1928-29 
in respect of ‘Loans and Advances bearing Interest*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Indian Posts and TEr.EGRAPHS Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 4,68,047 be voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of tho voted grant in 
the year 1928-29 in re.spect of ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department (including 
'Working Expenses)’.” 

Thj motion was adopted. 


DEMANDS FOR EXCESS GRANTS IN RESPECT OF RAILWAYS. 

Commeucial ]jTNES — Working Expenses; Administration. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finaiu*.o Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“That an. excess grant of Rs. 12,04,000 be voted by the Assembly to regularize tho 
railway expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of Ihe voted 
grant in the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Commercial Line.s — Working Expenses : 
Adm i n i stra tion’ . ” 

Th'ij motion was adopted. 

Commercial Lines — Working Expenses: Repairs and Maintenance and 

Operations. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg (o move: 

“That an. excess grant of Rs. 5,87,000 be vot/cd by the Assembly to regularize the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Comraerciffl Lines — Working Expenses : 
■Repairs and Maintenance and Operations’.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 


*‘Tliat an excess grant of Rs. 9,85,000 be voted by the Assembly to rogubarizo the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted, 
grant in the year 1928-29 in respect of ‘Appropriation from Depreciation Fund*.’* 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, as this is the last item in the list of Demands, the aggregate 
of which is over Eupees half a crore, I should like the Honourable the 
Finance Member to inform this House how and why this actual expen- 
diture under the various heads was incurred in the years 1928 and 1929, 
and why the Budget was out by over half a crore of rupees. I can sec, 
Sir, that such expenditure has been incurred and will have to be voted 
by this House, but I should like the Honourable the Finance Member to 
inform this House whether this was inevitable, or whether the additional 
expenditure was incurred for reasons which were not present to the 

mind of those who prepared the Budget when it was presented to this 
House. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, my Honourable friend 
has asked me to go back into rather distant past history. I think if he 
will read the Eeport of the Public Accounts Committee on the Accounts 
for 1928-29, he will find full explanations given why these excess grants 
were necessary, and he will also find that tho Public Accounts Committee 
approved the voting of these excess grants. The question which my 

Honourable friend has put is one which would take me an extremely 
long time to answer in detail, as the reasons to be given in each case 

would be different. I think T might point out that the total amount 

involved in a Budget of something like Es. 135 crores docs not represent 
anything that might be described as an unreasonable percentage. I think 
I should not be treating my Honourable friend with disrespect if I suggest- 
ed to him that it would not be in the interests of the House to enter 
into a debate on this question now, but that he should rather turn his 
attention to the Eeport of the Public Accounts Committee, which deals 
very fully with all these matters : and that if ho has any specific points 
to raise in connection with any of tho matters arising out of the informa- 
tion which he will get from the Eeport of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, it would be more valuable if he made his remarks on the basis 
of that information. T suggest it really is putting an impossible task 
to me to ask me to explain in detail each one of the items referred to 
in this long list. 

Mr. President; The question is: 

“That an excess grant of Rs. 9,83,000 he voted by the Assembly to regularize the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the yeax 1928-29 in jespect, of ‘Appropriation from Depreciation Fund’.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 



DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 

Taxes on Income. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 80,000 bo granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the cliarges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Taxes on Income'.’* 

Sir, in moving the first of tliis long list of motions, I should like to 
explain, following what I believe has been the usual practice in tho 
House, that 1 shall not attempt, in the case of each motion, to give 
detailed pxplanations of why it is necessary to ask for these supplementary 
sums. Full explanations are given in the papers which have been circu- 
lated to Honourable Members, and each one of these items has passed 
through tlie very careful scrutiny of the Standing Finance Committee. 
But it is of course open to any Honourable Member to raise any questions 
which he wishes to ask as regards any particular item. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 


Salt. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Hs. 100 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending tho 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Salt’.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Opium. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 10,29,000 be granted to tho Governor 
General in Council to defray tho charges that will come in course of payment during 
tho year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of 'Opium'. “ 

The motion was adopted. 

1 

Forest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 1,16,000 bo granted to tho Governor 
General in Council to dp,fray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the ‘yean ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Forest*.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move : 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 10,82,000 he granted to tho Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in rer^pect of ‘Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works’.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor General. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 22,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of 'Staff, Household and 
Allowances of the Governor General*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Foreign and Political Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 1,16,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Foreign and Political 
Department’.** 

The motion was adopted. 

IIoMU Department. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 88,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending tho 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Home Department*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Public Service Commission. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That, a supplement nry sum not exceeding Ks. 3,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray tho charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 3l8t day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Public Service Commission*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Administration op Justice. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That H supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 bo granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
tho year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of “Administration of Justice*.** 

"The motion was adopted. 


Police. 

« 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum .not exceeding Rs. 4,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending Fne 31st day «Df March, 1931, in respect of ‘Police*.*’ 

The motiod was adopted. 
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Education. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

**That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 9,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
-the year ending the 31st day qff March, 1931, in respect of ‘Education*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Medical Services. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I bog to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 13,000 be granted to the Governor 
"General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Medical Services*.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Census. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I bog to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,15,000 bo granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the yetir ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect oif ‘Census*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Emigration — External. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 7,000 be granted to the Governor 
'General in Council to defray the cli.irges that will come in course of j)ayment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Emigration — External*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 9,000 bo granted to the- Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
•the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Miscellaneous Departments’.” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mint. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 1,07,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will coine in course ^f payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Mint’.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 



986 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[18th Feb. 1931. 


Eefunds. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ra.. 6,60,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Refunds*.’* 

The motion was' adopted. 

North West Frontier Province. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 4,02,000 be granted to the Governor 
Generul in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘North West Frontier 
Province*.’* 

The motion was adopted. 


Delhi. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,15,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Delhi*.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Andamans and Nicobar Islands. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 35,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect o^f ‘Andamans and Nicobar 
Islands*.” 

. The motion was adopted. 


Rajput an A. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 37,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray tho charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Rajputana’.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Hyderabad. 

T^e Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum ‘not exceeding Rs. 6,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in CounoiL to defray Jho charges that will come in course of pa>^ent during- 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Hyderabad*.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Expbnditube in England undeb the contbol of the High Commissioneb. 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a suppl^entary sum not exceeding Es. 2,32,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the Slst day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Expenditure in England 
under the control of th© High Commissioner’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Capital Outlay ox Security Printing. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 4,00,000 bo granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray tho charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Capital Outlay on 
Security Printing’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Capital Outlay on Vizagapatam Harbour. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 4,54,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st da'y of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Capital Outlay on 
Vizagapatam Harbour’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Commuted Value of Pensions.. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 1,55,000 bo granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Commuted Value of 
Pensions’.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Delhi Capital Outlay. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,07,000 bo granted to tho Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come, in conrso of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day o.^f March, 1931, in respect of ‘Delhi Capital Outlay . 

The motion was adopted. 


DEMANDS FOH SUPPLEMENTAHY GEANTS IN EESPECT OE 

EAILWAYS. 

Eatlway Board. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (Einaneial Commissioner, Eailways) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

“That a supplemeiitfiry sum not exceeding Rs. 15 ,"000 he granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defrav the charges that will com« in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respeA of “Railway Board.’ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, in making the next motion I wish to apologise 
for and correct a slip in the printed explanation of the reasons given for 
this Demand. In the second paragraph the phrase occurs : 

“We have to make an adjustment of 59 lakhs, in the current year’s accounts debiting 
Depreciation Fund and crediting Depairs and Maintenance.** 

The phrase should read: 

“We have to make an adjustment of 59 lakhs in the current year’s accounts 
crediting Depreciation Fund and debiting Repairs and Maintenance.’’ 

The error came to my notice only this morning when it was too late 
to issue a correction. I move: ^ 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 50,00,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges th^at will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Appropriation from 
Depreciation Fund*.*’ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Muhamma- 
dan Rural) : Sir, I understand that this expenditure for v^ich the Demand is 
made was incurred some years ago. It was not incurred during the year 
1930-31. Some mistake was made; and this expenditure which was in- 
curred about five years ago ought to have been paid from the Depreciation 
Fund, but it was found convenient at that time, cither intentionally or 
by mistake, to pay it from the General Revenues. And now on account 
of the financial stringency and financial losses, they want to seek an 
excuse to get fhis money from the Depreciation Fund. I would like to 
suggest, til at, instead of paying the entire amount this year, we should 
pay Rs. 2o,000 tin's year and the remaining Rs. 25,000 next year {Some 
Honourable ^frmherfi: “It is lakhs and not thousands*'), — T beg your 
pardon, I stand corrected ; it should he 25 lakhs, — if our financial position 
improves. My intention is tliat the amount should be paid is two instal- 
ments; half of it should be paid this year and the other half next year. 

Mr, President ; Does the Honourable Member wish to move the amend- 
ment of which he has given notice? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad: Yes, S.ir; T wish to move it, and it reads thus: 

“That tho Demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,00,000 
in respect of ‘Appropriation from Depreciation Fund’ be leduced by Rs. 25,00,000.” 

Mr.. President: Amendment propoised: 

“That the Demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,00.000 
in respect of ‘Appropriation from Depreciation Fund* he reduced by Rs. 25,00,000.” 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: May T explain, Sir, that no expenditure 

Mr. President: Please wait, Mr. Parsons, I will call upon you to reply. 
Let me see if tlidro arc any other Honourable Members who wish to speak 
on this amendment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: May I explain, Sir, that, no expenditure is in- 
volved here at* all. We ^rc merely correcting certain wrong adjustments 
in the accounts from the year 1924 onwards which were brought to our 
notice both hp the Director of Railway Audit, by the Accounts Officers under 
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Dfie, and in the case of the largest item, by the Public Accounts Committee, 
who pressed that the adjustment should bo carried out as quickly as 
possible. Following the advice which they gave us, we have made these 
adjustments in the current year s accounts, and it is not in any way to 
show better results in this year’s working that these adjustments have 
been made. I regret, 8ir, I am unable to accept the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s proposal for I cannot agree that a rectification of an error in the 
accounts when found to bo necessary should be postponed to a future date. 
I must therefore oppose the motion. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“That the Demand toi* a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Us. 50,00,000 
in respect of ‘Appropriation from Depreciation Fund’ be reduced by Us. 25,00,000.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: 1 will now put the original motion. The question is: 

“That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ils. 50,00,000 be granted to tlio Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Appropriation from 
Depreciation Fund’.” • 

The motion was adopted. 

Stuatecuo Lines — Wohking Expenses .\nd ^Iiscellaneous. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, I move: 

“That a supplementaiy sum not exceeding Us. 7,95,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in 'course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1931, in respect of ‘Strategic Lines — Working 
Expenses and Miscellaneous’.” 

Th.e motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The TTou.se .stands adjourned • and will meet tomorrow 
at Eleven f)f the Clock if tlio Id docs not fall tomoirow. Tf Id falls 
tomorrow, tlio House will moot the day after, Friday morning, at Eleven 
of the Clo(!k. In any case, Members will be circularised. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: How arc we to know about it? 

Mr. President: There will be a circular sent round. I said that. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
the 19th February, 1931. 












